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Calls for Justlce for former residents of the Westbank
orphanage in Greystones gained new momentum last week, as
a Seanad exchange between Senator Victor Boyhan and
Minister of State Neale Richmond drew renewed attention to

the ongoing campaign for redress.

Westbank orphanage,
previously known as the
Protestant Home for
Orphan and Destitute
Girls, operated for
decades in Greystones
and took in children
from across the island,
including a large number
from Northern Ireland.

Describing the situa-
tion as “extraordinary,”
Senator Boyhan said,
“Everyone shakes their
head and says it is all
shocking. You meet peo-
ple in here day in, day

out with so many of
these stories. They are
all saying it is all terrible
yet they are in the heart
of power in the corridors
of power here and sud-
denly they are helpless
to do anything.”

He continued, “I think
everyone here will
appreciate there is a need
to understand and make
sense of what happened
in anyone's past, but par-
ticularly in relation to
Westbank orphanage.
There is also a need to
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learn from the past. We
all must learn from the
past so that similar
things would never hap-
pen again as they did in
Westbank.”

Senator Boyhan quot-
ed a letter addressed to
then Taoiseach Simon
Harris in April 2024:
“The Minister's compen-
sation scheme made me
ineligible for compensa-
tion. I will not even get
an 'enhanced' medical
card, though that is of
little benefit where I
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Students take purt in the Cruinniii na nOg 'Make a Movie on Your Mobile’ workshop at the Screen
Hub in Clermont Campus, Rathnew. Pic: Michael Kelly.

ROLES IN FESTINA LENTE

Day Services Vacancies

® Head of Health Service Executive
(HSE) Funded Services

® Day Services Team Leader
® Supported Employment Specialist

Equestrian Learning Centre
Vacancies

® Therapeutic Riding Coach

® Supported Helper Programme Facilitator
® Equestrian Training Programme (ETP)

Additional Needs Facilitator
Contact:
Job Vacancies |
Festina Lente Enterprises
CLG Charity

live in Armagh.”

He continued, “The
Mother and Baby Home
Commission of Inquiry
(MBHCI) recognised the
injustice of denial of
redress to Westbank res-
idents. The MBHCI
twice called on the gov-
ernment to grant redress
to Westbank residents.

“The Commission's
2nd Interim Report
(2016) stated (section
5.14) that Westbank
'should have been
included in the Res-
idential Institutions
Redress Scheme.' The
MBHCI's Final Report
[in 2020, not that long
ago] emphatically restat-
ed this position. It said
that Westbank was 'un-
fairly excluded from' the
Residential Institut-ions
Redress Scheme.”

Minister of State
Neale Richmond, resp-
onding on behalf of
the Government, said:
“Westbank orphanage,
which was previously
known as the Protestant
home for orphan and
destitute girls, or the
Harold's Cross orphan-

age, was not investigat-
ed by the commission
of investigation because
it operated primarily as
a residential children's
home rather than as an
institution providing
ante- and post-natal
facilities.”

He added, “The
Government recognises
there are people who
suffered stigma, trauma
and abuse in other insti-
tutions. If it were to
come to light that an
institution in respect of
which the State had a
regulatory or inspection
function fulfilled a sim-
ilar function with regard
to single women and
their children as those
included in the payment
scheme, section 49 of
the Act provides that
the Minister... may
insert an additional
institution into the
Schedule.”

“I believe the oppor-
tunity that lies before us
this morning is to con-
tinue the process the
Senator started to right
what is an historical
injustice... I will ensure

the Tanaiste will also
do so, and he has asked
me to convey that to
the Senator here on the
floor of the House.”
Senator Boyhan wel-
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Donnacha O’Donovan.

comed the resp-onse
but added: “What is t
he difference? Abuse
is abuse. Emotional
abuse, physical abuse
or sexual abuse in any
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COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS
No. 3 Prince of Wales Terrace, Bray, Co. Wicklow.

setting, whether in a
State school, this build-
ing or anywhere else,
is not acceptable and
justice has to be done
at the end of the day.”

e

Areas we specialise in...

e Conveyancing e Enduring Power Litigation
(Residential & of Attorney Debt collection
Commercial) * Company Law & Recovery

¢ Wills & Probate e Family Law Licensing

1274 6700

Employment law

Telephone: 01-2746700; Fax: 01 202 1709 DX.
16009 Bray. Email: info@cullentyrrell.ie

www.cullentyrrell.ie



2 NEWS

Redcross Summer Fete

Redcross Summer Fete 2025, in aid of Parish funds,
will take place in the grounds of Redcross Church,
Redcross village, on Saturday 5th July from 2-4pm.
There will be Afternoon Teas & Cakes, Home
Baking, Plants & Garden Produce, Toys, Books, Pre
Loved Fashion and Fashion Accessories, Pony Rides,
Games & lots and lots of fabulous Raffle Prizes.
There is something for all the family. Free Entry &
Parking and all funds raised go towards Parish Funds.
More information on Redcross facebook page and
www.redcrosschurch.ie.

Study explores children's vision
and lifestyle

An Irish research team is calling on parents, teach-
ers, coaches, and optometrists across the country to
share their insights into how modern childhood habits
may be impacting eyesight. The study, led by Eoin
Kerin at the Centre for Eye Research Ireland in TU
Dublin, is exploring how screen time, outdoor play,
and physical activity relate to the growing issue of
childhood myopia (short-sightedness). With over 500
responses already gathered, it is one of the largest and
most comprehensive studies of its kind globally, and
uniquely includes input from those who care for,
teach, or look after the eye health of children in every-
day life. “We're asking the people closest to children
to help us understand what might be contributing to
changes in vision,” Eoin explains. The anonymous
survey takes just five minutes to complete and is open
now at: https://redcap.link/CAMS_Survey. All
responses will help shape future awareness cam-
paigns and strategies to support children's eye health
across Ireland.

GARA outing

The Greystones Active Retirement Association's
outing to Powerscourt Estate and Gardens in
Enniskerry will take place on 16th July. Bus will
leave Holy Rosary Church Car Park at 10am, return
4pm. Bus cost is €20 per person. Entrance fees and
refreshments at own expense. Please spread the word,
25 people are needed to make the trip viable. Booking
and payment of €20 on 30th June, Kilian House
Family Centre, 12.30 pm. Trip is for Members only. If
you are not a Member, you are most welcome to join
GARA Greystones. Membership is €25 per year. If
you join now, your Membership will carry you
through to September 2026.

Public information meeting

The Glenmacnass River is impacted by invasive and
non-native vegetation which has badly degraded the
banks and associated riparian habitat especially in the
vicinity of Laragh bridge. Laragh/Glendalough Tidy
Towns has received funding from LAWPRO to
remove these non-native trees and shrubs from the
islands and mill side riverbank in the vicinity of
Laragh bridge. Ecological consultant, Faith Wilson,
who prepared a report and invasive species manage-
ment plan for the site, will present her findings and
outline the steps needed to restore the river habitat to
good ecological health. All are welcome and please
bring a friend. Lynham's Hotel, 26th June at 7:30pm.
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Unveiling Wicklow’s Residential property advice
Local Heroes

Six local organisations from Wicklow have been announced as County
Finalists in the National Lottery Good Causes Awards 2025.

The six County Finalists
of the National Lottery
Good Causes Awards from
Wicklow are: Arts &
Culture: Anna Newell
Theatre Adventures;
Youth: ForOige Ann-acur-
ra; Community: Lakers
Social and Recreation
Club; Sport: Wicklow
Town AFC; Heritage:
Wicklow Uplands Council;
Health & Wellbeing: Du-
blin & Wicklow Mountain
Rescue Team.

These awards, now in
their seventh year, aim to
honour, showcase and cel-
ebrate the inspiring work
being carried out nation-
wide by thousands of pro-
jects, clubs and individuals
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Brian Robinson
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*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

who have received support
from Good Causes fund-
ing. Nearly 30 cents of
every euro spent on
National Lottery games
goes back to Good Causes
all over the country.
Announcing the County
Finalists, National Lottery
CEO, Cian Murphy, said:
"It's an honour to ann-
ounce and celebrate the
146 outstanding Good
Cause beneficiaries select-
ed as County Finalists in
this year's Good Causes
Awards - each one a shin-
ing example of the mean-
ingful and lasting impact
that projects, clubs, and
individuals have on com-
munities across Ireland.
These awards were created
to honour the positive
impact that Ireland's Good
Causes have in shaping a
brighter and more inclu-
sive future for all, and to
ensure their efforts are
recognised and celebrated
on a national stage.
Everyone associated with
the National Lottery can
feel proud that funding
from ticket sales helps sup-
port the success stories that
are Irelandis Good Causes.
Since 1987, more than
€6.5 billion has been
raised for Good Causes. In
2024 alone, €239.3 mil-
lion was raised for Good
Causes in communities all
across Ireland.”
Returning as MC for
this year's awards, Marty
Whelan, said: “Every year,
we are inspired by the
incredible work and stories
behind our amazing Good
Cause beneficiaries. This
year's County Finalists rep-
resent the very best of who
we are - selfless, passion-
ate, and committed to

making Ireland a better
place. It's a joy to celebrate
their achievements and
give them the recognition
they so richly deserve. I
wish each of our County
Finalists the very best of
luck as they each progress
to the next stage of this
year's Good Causes
Awards!”

The 146 County Fin-
alists will now progress to
the next stage of the judg-
ing process and compete
for a place in the National
Finals. The 35 National
Finalists will be ann-
ounced during the summer.
The awards ceremony will
take place on Saturday,
18th of October in Kill-
ashee House Hotel in
Naas, Co. Kildare.

The total prize fund
available on the night of
the Good Causes Awards
ceremony is €100,000,
whereby each of the seven
category winners will
receive €10,000 and the
overall Good Cause of the
Year will take home an
additional €25,000. A
special category, 'Hero of
the Year', will be ann-
ounced on the awards
night in recognition of
outstanding work, the
recipient will receive a
prize of €5,000. In addi-
tion, each of the 35
National Finalists ann-
ounced later in the sum-
mer. will receive a cheque
for €1,000.

at Cullen, Tyrrell & 0'Beirne
Solicitors LLP

Buying/Selling your home is one of the biggest financial transac-
tions that you will ever make, whether purchasing your Principal
Private Residence, a Holiday Home or an Investment Property.

Cullen, Tyrrell & O'Beirne Solicitors LLP say "We recognise it can be at
times, a very stressful and frustrating experience. Our Residential Property
team has many years experience in the residential conveyancing field and our
aim is to deal with each case quickly and efficiently, with client satisfaction
being our utmost priority throughout the process. We understand our clients'
fears and anxieties when it comes to purchasing property, especially for first
time buyers and we are always available to offer our clients a personal,
approachable and hands on service which supports and alleviates their con-
cerns.

"We act in all aspects of the residential property market. Talk to your
Solicitor early and gather your documents early as the volume of documenta-
tion required to buy or sell your home might be a surprise to you. Gathering all
the relevant documents early in the process will save you time later and talk to
us for the right guidance, our aim is to ensure a smooth and efficient process
for all involved.

Festina Lente
1S recruiting

Festina Lente, a multidimensional learning facility whose focus is
to enable people to achieve their personal best through the medi-
um of horses, nature and community inclusion.

The charity is well known for its outstanding work in the field of equine
assisted services as well as its outreach programmes with local community
groups and schools to bring nature and wellbeing together through their social
therapeutic programmes. Festina Lente also provides day services programmes
funded by the Health Services Executive for adults where the core values are
person centredness, community inclusion, and active citizenship.

Festina Lente is recruiting a number of key positions as it prepares to move to
its new facility at Belfield House, in Kilpeddar. This relocation will allow for
the expansion of programmes across our equine, social therapeutic horticulture
and day services, moving from 450 clients per week to 650 clients per week.

For more information on these roles, visit
festinalente ie/about-us/careers-with-festina-lente/
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ommunity-led land
purchase in Glen of
the Downs welcomed

Renewed calls for Government to secure remaining lands

Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore has welcomed the recent decision by Eire Og
Greystones GAA Club to enter into agreement to purchase a portion of land for sale in
Bellevue, adjacent to the Glen of the Downs. She has called it a 'positive and hopeful step' for
the future of the area. However, Deputy Whitmore has also warned that the Government must
now act decisively to secure the remaining lands before they are lost to piecemeal private

sales.

“I'm absolutely delighted to see
this agreement go ahead. It's a huge
win for the community and will
provide extra pitches and capacity
for this fantastic and growing sports
club. The fact that this land will
remain in community use is some-
thing to celebrate. But we cannot
ignore the bigger picture in relation
to the overarching sale of the 200
acres at the Glen of the Downs,
where is the Government,” Deputy
Whitmore questioned.

“Despite strong community
action and clear public support, the
Government has yet to make a firm
commitment to purchase the
remaining lands and I find this
ongoing delay extremely concern-
ing,” Deputy Whitmore added.

Deputy Whitmore has been a
vocal advocate for the public pur-
chase of the 200 acres of land adja-

Jennifer Whitmore TD

cent to the Glen of the Downs lands
since it was first listed for sale in
2024. She started a petition to call
on Government to purchase this
land to expand the Glen of the
Downs, which garnered huge sup-
port, with over 5000 signatures. She
then held a public meeting, to bring
the local community together with
experts in nature restoration. Her
call for public purchase of this land
was supported by An Taisce, the
Irish Wildlife Trust, the Native
Woodland Trust, and ReWild
Wicklow, who wrote a joint open
letter to then Taoiseach Simon
Harris expressing that support.
Minister of State for Biodiversity at
the time, Malcolm Noonan, had
stated that the National Parks and
Wildlife Service would consider
this purchase. In late October,
Deputy Whitmore presented Simon

Harris, who made similar state-
ments regarding the possibility of a
purchase, with her 5000-signature
long petition calling upon his
government to purchase these
lands. Since then, she has encour-
aged and invited new Minister
for Biodiversity, Christopher
O'Sullivan TD, to visit the Glen of
the Downs, and has called upon the
Government to step in and finally
get this purchase over the line.

“The community has done more
than its fair share. From petitions to
public meetings, from expert
engagement to grassroots cam-
paigning, the people of Wicklow
have stepped up. Now it's time for
the Government to do the same,”
Deputy Whitmore stated.

“Without swift intervention, the
remaining lands could be sold off in
fragments, undermining the ecolog-
ical and recreational potential of the
area. We have a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to protect and enhance
this iconic landscape. But that
opportunity is slipping away. The
Department must step in now to
ensure the Glen of the Downs is
preserved as a unified, thriving nat-
ural space for generations to come,”
Deputy Whitmore continued. “I
really welcome the news that Eire
Og have entered into an agreement
to purchase lands up at the Glen of
the Downs, but the Government
cannot keep dragging their feet on
this. At this point, it is a test of the
Government's commitment to
nature restoration and community
empowerment. The clock is ticking,
and the people of Wicklow have
been waiting long enough
for this public purchase,” Deputy
Whitmore concluded.

A PLACE

FOR YOU

With campuses in Carlow, Waterford and
Wexford, now is the time to find your place
at South East Technological University.

setu.ie

Bay Duffy and Aine O'Connor at the Cruinniu na nOg Ukulele Workshop in Arklow Library

CHARLIE FOR PRESIDENT?

Kilcoole native, Charlie Keddy, the serial
candidate in all local and general elections,
wants to run as a candidate in the
upcoming Presidential election. As ever his
platform will be anti-abortion.

“This is my first chance since St. David's
Secondary School gave me the green light at the
last election to carry on,” he told Wicklow Times.

Charlie is referring to a mock election held by
St. David's, organised by the Young Social
Innovators group in the school at the time of last
year's Local Elections, which saw him elected
alongside Simon Harris, Jennifer Whitmore, and
Stephen Donnelly.

He has written to all members of the Oireachtas
and all Local Authorites, saying

'Under the constitution you have the power to
nominate a candidate for Uachtarain na hEireann. It
would be good to have an anti-abortion president
elected.

“Please nominate me, Charlie Keddy. My cre-
dentials are well known. I tried to stop abortion
before it started and stood against it as a candidate
in five constituencies. The constitution allows me,
being an Irish citizen and over 35 years old, to run,
but you must nominate me in this year of hope.”

Charlie Keddy.
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Wicklow Town makes top 10 in IBAL cleanest towns list

The latest survey from business group Irish Business Against Litter
(IBAL) reveals Wicklow town is 'Cleaner than European Norms” and
in 9th spot in the ranking of 40 towns and cities across Ireland.

The An Taisce report
for the town stated: “As
with many IBAL surveys
in recent years, Wicklow
has scored very well, with
seven out of the ten sites
surveyed getting the top
litter grade. These includ-
ed the approach roads,
residential area of
Glebemount, Glen Beach

Cliff Walk and Riverwalk
- from Bridge Tavern to
Parnell / pedestrian
Bridge - these were not
just good with regards to
litter, but very well pre-
sented and maintained.
By far the most heavily
littered site was the com-
mercial site, 3 The
Murrough -- it presents

poorly and is likely to
deteriorate if not add-
ressed.”

Overall, two-thirds of
towns were clean, which
was up on 2024. Naas was
once again top of the
ranking of 40 towns and
cities, ahead of Ennis and
Killarney. Only 4 areas
were branded littered or

seriously littered - the
lowest number on 5 years.
Both Dublin and Cork
city centres have
improved in advance of
the peak season for visi-
tors.

“It is encouraging to
see that our main city cen-
tres - Dublin and Cork -
have improved as we wel-
come summer Vvisitors to
our country. Clean streets
are imperative, given the
challenges facing Ireland

as a high-cost destina-
tion,” says IBAL's Conor
Horgan

Dublin's North Inner
City, seriously littered,
remains rooted to the foot
of the rankings.

Conor Horgan com-
ments: “No progress is
likely in the North Inner
City without a ban on
bags. We need the
Council to come good on
its intention to convert the
entire city to bin collec-

New clothes bank provider
welcomed 1n Greystones

Greystones Green Party Councillor Lourda Scott has welcomed the arrival Liberty recycling service provider
following repeated incidents of illegal dumping beside recycling banks in the area.

This follows continu-
ous representations from
Cllr Scott over the past
year regarding issues at
the clothes banks at Mill
Road and the South
Beach car park in
Greystones, where large
volumes of dumped items
have caused environmen-
tal and public health con-
cerns.

Cllr Scott said: “I have
been following up with
the Council over ongoing
problems of dumping at
the Clothespod banks in
Greystones for nearly a
year now. In this time I
have been constantly con-
tacted by people com-

plaining about the illegal
dumping and over flow-
ing bins. Not only is this
unsightly, but it leads to
litter spreading into the
sea and attracts rodents. I
have even been out clean-
ing the area myself, but
it's happening so fre-
quently it's very hard to
keep on top of. I asked
for increased collection
frequencies and the
Council also installed
audio messaging at bins,
reminding people not to
dump. These measure
helped to a degree.
However I am pleased
that this week the Council
has confirmed that a new

service provider is being
introduced. Liberty
Recycling has already
placed new collection
banks at Mill Road and
the South Beach car park.
I hope that these will be
better maintained than the
previous ones as we seem
to have a huge useage of
these recycling facilities
in the area.”

Liberty Recycling is a
social enterprise that sup-
ports people affected by
drugs by providing them
with work experience,
stability, and the confi-
dence needed to transi-
tion into mainstream
employment. They also

operate a charity shop in
Bray.

Cllr Scott said the
challenges with textile
recycling are part of a
wider national issue.

“This isn't just happen-
ing in Wicklow. Some
councils have removed
textile banks altogether,
while others have scaled
back services.”

She noted the sector
has faced major disrup-
tion over the past year.
Conflict, shipping issues,
and the rise of ultra-fast
fashion have flooded the
market with low-quality
clothing. Despite this
oversupply of clothing, at

Recycled:

e Screened Soil

® No 2 Stone
Also available:

e Screened no 2 soil

* 4" Down Crushed Concrete
® 4" Clean Crushed Concrete
* 3" Down Crushed Concrete
* 3" Clean Crushed Concrete
® Crushed Concrete Fines

® Crushed Tarmac Fines

¢ Granite ® Pebble ® Sand

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866

~'~ Marrakesh_

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling,
Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to
Blinding, Recycled Screened Soil, Sand, Gravel etc.
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the same time export
demand has dropped, and
this combination has
put extreme pressure on
local recycling services.
However, while access to
a clothes bank may
sometimes be difficult,
people still have a
responsibility to dispose
of clothing appropriately
and not to dump items.
Cllr Scott is urging
residents to view clothes
banks as a last resort and
to prioritise reusing and
repurposing  clothes
wherever possible.
“Before bringing items
to a clothing bank,
maybe think of other
options. Can the clothes
be repaired or altered to
reuse? Could they be
passed on to friends or

tion services. In addition,
it is high time that appro-
priate legal changes were
brought into effect to
allow the council to pur-
sue those responsible for
littered basements, an
age-old blight on our
Capital City.”

One year on from the
introduction of the
Deposit Return Scheme,
plastic bottle and can litter
is down 50% on previous
levels but was still found

in 20% of the 500-plus
sites surveyed across the
country. "We hope that the
scheme will see the disap-
pearance of this litter, but
statistics so far do not
bear this out. Cans and
plastic bottles are far from
a rare sight on our streets
and in our hedgerows,"
says Conor Horgan.
While the prevalence
of coffee cups on our
streets remains stubbornly
high, there was a fall-off

-
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Cllr Scott at one of the new clothes banks.

in disposable vape litter.
The UK and Northern
Ireland outlawed dispos-
able vapes earlier this
month and a ban here is
likely in the coming
months.

The survey found the
main streets of towns to
be generally clean, as
were heritage and ameni-
ty sites. Residential areas,
bus and train stations and
recycle facilities were
most likely to be littered.

family or offered through
local zero waste group?
Can you donate to a local
charity shop? Hosting or
a clothes swap, upcycling
older items into cleaning
cloths, or using worn fab-
rics for crafts are all sim-
ple ways to reduce waste.
Recycling is important,

but reusing extends the
life of clothing and
reduces pressure on the
system. Every small
action helps.”

Cllr Scott has previ-
ously run successful
Halloween and Christmas
swap shops and asks any-
one that needs help set-

ting up a clothes
exchange to contact her
Iscott@wicklowcoco.ie

“This is a shared com-
munity resource If the
banks are full, please do
not dump. We must pro-
tect these valuable ser-
vices and the local envi-
ronment.”

Whitmore calls on Government
to move on climate adaptation

‘Wicklow is on the frontlines of climate change, and we’re still waiting for a plan’

Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore, has warned that the Government's failure to deliver
local climate adaptation measures is putting communities across the county at serious risk, in

particular Wicklow.

“We know where the
vulnerabilities are - coastal
erosion, flooding, land-
slides - but we're not see-
ing the investment to
match the risk,” Deputy
Whitmore explained. “The
EPA reported recently that
Ireland faces 115 climate-
related risks, with 43 of
them requiring urgent
action within the next five
years. For coastal counties
like Wicklow, that includes
serious threats to homes,
roads, and infrastructure
from rising sea levels and
increasingly severe weath-
er events.

“This week the Irish
Times identified Ireland's
'sitting ducks', the areas
that are most exposed to
extreme weather due to
geography, infrastructure
gaps, and planning fail-
ures.Wicklow ticks all the
boxes: a long coastline,
steep uplands, and growing
pressure from develop-
ment. Yet we're still wait-
ing for a proper adaptation

Jennifer Whitmore TD.

strategy tailored to our
county,” Deputy Whitmore
continued.

“The Government has
been slow to move on
the National Adaptation
Framework and there is a
serious lack of dedicated
funding for local authori-
ties to implement clim-
ate resilience projects.
Wicklow County Council

is doing its best, but
without proper resources,
it's impossible to deliver
the scale of adaptation
that's needed,” Deputy
‘Whitmore added.

“We need flood def-
ences, nature-based solu-
tions, and climate-proofed
infrastructure, not more
delays and empty promis-
es.

“On top of all that, we're
still approving develop-
ments in flood zones and
failing to integrate green
infrastructure into new
builds. That's not just
short-sighted, it is danger-
ous. An Bord Pleanala can-
not keep making plann-
ing decisions that ignore
climate risk,” Deputy
Whitmore noted.

“I am calling for imme-
diate funding for local
adaptation projects in
Wicklow, a full review of
planning policy to priori-
tise climate resilience, and
clear timelines for deliv-
ery under the National
Adaptation Framework,”
Deputy Whitmore com-
mented.

“Adaptation is not
optional, it is essential. The
longer we wait, the higher
the cost, both financially
and in terms of our com-
munities' safety. Wicklow
deserves better, and I will
keep pushing until we see
real action on the ground.”
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Brady slams €12m
housing underspend

Sinn Féin TD and Chair of the Public Accounts Committee, John Brady, has sharply criticised the Department of

Housing after it was revealed that over €12 million in funding earmarked for estate regeneration and refurbishment

went unspent in 2023.

Deputy Brady described the underspend-
€37.2 million of a €50 million allocation-as
“deeply concerning,” particularly in light of
ongoing complaints from social housing ten-
ants about poor living conditions.

“Time and time again, residents in social
housing are told there's no money for basic
repairs-from fixing broken doors and win-
dows to addressing black mould caused by
dampness,” Brady said. “Meanwhile, entire
estates needing urgent regeneration are sim-
ply being left to rot.”

He pointed to Ashlawn Court in Bray as a
case in point. The estate was part of a pilot

regeneration project in which 18 homes were
refurbished, but the remaining 248 homes-
also flagged for upgrades-have yet to see any
improvement.

“Families are still living in damp, deterio-
rating homes that were promised attention.
It's beyond frustrating to now find out that
over €12 million sat unused in the
Department's budget while these homes are
allowed to fall further into disrepair,” he said.

Brady confirmed he would be writing
directly to the Minister for Housing to
demand answers and seek immediate funding
allocations for Wicklow County Council to

address outstanding works.

“This isn't just about statistics or
spreadsheets,” he said. “It's about peo-
ple's lives. That money was meant to
make homes safe and liveable-and
instead, it's gathering dust while families
are stuck in unacceptable conditions.”

He called on the Government to ensure
that no further delays occur in rolling out
estate regeneration funding in Wicklow and
across the country.

“The needs are clear. The money is
there. There can be no excuses for inac-
tion.”

Future of 106 Blessington homes in doubt

Concerns are mounting in West Wicklow following revelations that 106 planned social homes in Blessington may no
longer go ahead, after the Department of Housing abruptly scrapped a major Public Private Partnership (PPP)

housing bundle without a clear backup plan.

The decision was brought to
light during a meeting of the
Public Accounts Committee last
week, where Sinn Féin TD John
Brady pressed senior Department
officials for clarity on the future
of the homes. The Department's
Secretary General, however, was
unable to explain how or when
the homes would now be deliv-
ered, despite construction origi-
nally due to start within weeks.

“It's incredibly worrying,”
Deputy Brady said. “This wasn't
just a proposal on paper, €8 mil-
lion had already been spent, 1,400

We deliver home care that empowers

workers were ready to begin, and
the site in Blessington was pre-
pared to deliver desperately need-
ed homes.”

The Department cited concerns
over “value for money” as the
reason for abandoning the PPP
scheme, something Sinn Féin has
long criticised. Brady said it was
“astounding” that the
Government only recognised
flaws in the PPP model after
years of warnings and significant
investment had already been
made.

“PPP has never delivered prop-

erly for people on housing wait-
ing lists. That's been our position
for years,” he said. “Now, hun-
dreds of homes are left in limbo,
and families in Wicklow and
beyond are paying the price for
poor planning and mismanage-
ment.”

The Blessington homes were
part of a wider PPP housing bun-
dle covering nearly 500 social
homes across the country. Brady
raised concerns that officials
could not confirm whether other
similar housing projects were still
going ahead.

“This creates enormous uncer-
tainty at a time when we need
urgency and clarity,” he said.
“These homes were meant to be
exclusively for social housing. In
the middle of a housing crisis,
this level of indecision is simply
unacceptable.”

Deputy Brady said he would
continue to apply pressure on the
Minister for Housing to ensure
the Blessington homes are deliv-
ered without delay. “Wicklow
cannot afford to be left waiting.
These families need homes, not
excuses.”

you to live the life you want

For more than 20 years throughout Ireland,
we have been your trusted partner,
proudly delivering the highest quality
home care to people in your community.

We can support, uplift and empower you by delivering

excellence in:

Live-in Care

Overnight Care
24-hour Care

Specialist Care

Convalescent Care

Respite Care

Dementia Care

Disability Care

To arrange a free, no-obligation care consultation

with our W

klow team, L.'El” us on 1800 911 020

or scan the code to visit our website today.
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The Roundwood Lotto rollover jackpot was won by SVP. Pictured are
Frances Shearer of The Kilquade Conference of St Vincent de Paul being
presented with a cheque for €20,200 by Terry Kavanagh of the
Roundwood Lotto Committee.

Dovida

Your Life, Your Way
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Clara Glens U13s hos
Michael Dwyer's in inaugural
memorial cup match

On Saturday, 7th June 2025, Clara Glens U13s proudly welcomed their juvenile counterparts from Michael Dwyer's
GAA Club to Ballinacor Community Park for the inaugural Michael Dwyer 200 Memorial Cup. This fixture marks
the beginning of the commemorative events leading up to the Michael Dwyer Bicentennial Commemoration in August.
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Clara captain Joseph McDonald Healy, Referee John Keenan and Michael
Dwyers Team Captain Dillon Cullen.

-, &

Therese O'Brien of the Michael Dwyer Pipe Band leads the Michael Dwyers

and Clara football teams.
belndependent

J HomeCare

Be Independent Home Care is Now in Wicklow!

We are delighted to announce that Be Independent Home Care is now expanding our
services into Wicklow! As one of Ireland’s leading home care providers, we offer trusted,
professional care services to support older people in living independently in the comfort of their
own homes.

Our team provides care both privately and through HSE home support packages, tailored to
each individual’s needs. Whether it’s help with daily routines, companionship, or more specialised
care, we're here to make life easier and safer for families across Wicklow.

As part of our expansion, we’re also proud to be creating new jobs in the area. We're
currently hiring experienced and aspiring carers who are passionate about making a difference
in people’s lives. We offer full training, flexi roster, and the chance to build a rewarding career in a
supportive environment. -

M

Now serving communities across Bray, Greystones,
Kilcoole, and beyond. To enquire about care services or job
opportunities, contact us today!

Tel: 01 828 3030

Carer Job Enquiries: jobs@bihc.ie

New Client Care Enquiries: enquiries@hihc.ie
General Equiries: info@bihc.ie

Be Independent. Trusted Care in your Home.
#HomeCareWicklow #BelndependentHomeCare #NowHiring #HSECare #PrivateHomeCare #WicklowJobs
#CommunityCare #ElderCare

A spirited and skilful
game of football was wit-
nessed by an enthusiastic
crowd, as both young
teams displayed impres-
sive talent and determina-
tion. The match was
expertly officiated by All-
Ireland referee John
Keenan, ensuring fair
play throughout.

In a closely fought
encounter it was Michael
Dwyer's who narrowly
edged victory on the day.
Their captain, Dillion
Cullen, proudly lifted the
Memorial Cup to cheers
from his teammates,
coaches and supporters.

The event served as a
fitting prelude to the
extensive commemora-
tions planned for August,
highlighting the historical
and cultural significance
of Michael Dwyer's lega-
cy in County Wicklow
and beyond.

Cllr Pat Kennedy,
Cathaoirleach of the
Arklow Municipal Dis-
trict, praised the young
players, stating “Both
teams displayed tremen-
dous talent on the pitch. It
was an exciting game of
football, full of heart.
Each player did their team
and community proud.”

Wicklow County Cou-
ncil Chief Executive
Emer O'Gorman exp-
ressed pride in the
Council's sponsorship of
the event, saying, “We're
proud to support the
Michael Dwyer 200
Memorial Cup as part of
our bicentenary program.
It's important to involve
all ages in remembering
our heritage, especially

Pat Kennedy.

our young people.”
Leonora Earls, Arklow
Municipal District Man-
ager, also shared her
thanks: “We are thankful
to everyone who helped
organize this memorable
event - including the
mentors, supporters, and
volunteers. A special
thanks to Leah Hanlon,
whose heartfelt perfor-
mance of Amhran na
bhFiann made the event
even more meaningful.”
This match is part of a
larger program of events
planned to celebrate

Michael Dwyer. The

B

B
b
B

Cathaoirleach of the Arklow Municipal District Cllr. Pat Kennedy and
Ellie Leeson.

Michael Dwyer 200 event
is a two-day commemora-
tion of the 200th anniver-
sary of the death of the

famous "Wicklow Chief
and 1798 leader, Michael
Dwyer. This Heritage
Week event is scheduled

Pat Dunne, Cathaoirleach of the Arklow Municipal District Cllr. Pat Kennedy, Alvina Brehony

for 23rd and 24th August
Glenmalure, with more
details to be available in
the coming weeks.

District Administrator, John Keenan and Ann Byrne present the Michael Dwyer trophy to Michael
Dwyer’s captain Dillon Cullen.

The Michael Dwyer's and Clara football teams with John Keenan and Cathaoirleach of the Arklow Municipal District Cllr.
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Corrigan elected Cathaoirleach
of Wicklow County Council

Outgoing Cathaoirleach Paul O'Brien reflects on “privilege of a lifetime”

Fine Gael councillor Melanie Corrigan has been elected Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County
Council following a vote at the Council's Annual General Meeting on 16th June.

CllIr Corrigan, who represents the Bray Municipal
District and is from Enniskerry, was proposed by Cllr
Sylvester Bourke and seconded by ClIr Lourda Scott.
She received 22 votes to secure the position.
Independent councillor John Snell, proposed by Cllr
Gerry O'Neill and seconded by ClIr Joe Behan, received
10 votes.

Corrigan succeeds Labour's Paul O'Brien, who reflect-
ed on a productive and rewarding year in the role during
his final address as Cathaoirleach.

“Whether you voted for me or not, I want to thank

Clly Paul O’Brien.

you for being so polite, courteous
and respectful towards me, not
just in the chamber, but any time I
met you in your district and
beyond,” Cllr O'Brien said.
“Because you worked so well
with me during the year and the
respect you showed me, we got
through our Council meetings
with minimal fuss.”

He highlighted the smooth run-
ning of key items such as the
Local Property Tax (LPT) meet-
ing, the Council's annual budget,
and the progression of two Local
Area Plans, while praising staff
across all departments for their
commitment and professionalism.

“To represent Wicklow County
Council as Cathaoirleach has

Cllr John Snell was proposed by
Cllr Gerry O’Neill.

allow his name to go forward.

“Coming in today I had no intentions of allowing my
name to go forward,” he said, “but I suppose, if we
don't have some level of democracy
after what happened last year, then
what are we doing?”’

Cllr Snell was referring to last
year's contentious AGM, which he
described as “probably the lowest
point in my 16 years in Wicklow
County Council.” Despite entering
the contest reluctantly, he reaffirmed
his respect for Cllr Corrigan and her
family, and praised her personal qual-
ities.

“I know Melanie very, very well,
and I know she will make an excel-
lent Cathaoirleach,” he said. “You're
an excellent candidate and a decent
person. You come from a highly
respectable family.”

Explaining his decision to leave
his name in the race, Snell conclud-

been the honour and privilege of
a lifetime,” he said, concluding with a quote from
Nelson Mandela: “Do not judge me by my success,
judge me by how many times I fell down and got back
up again.”

Snell: “For democracy's sake”
Before the vote, Independent Cllr John Snell

addressed the chamber, acknowledging that he hadn't
canvassed support and had not originally intended to

Council signs transter deed

for land at Magheramore

Earlier this month, Wicklow County Council signed the Transfer Deed for the purchase of a
21-acre site overlooking Magheramore Beach. The Council had previously attempted to
secure public ownership of the land for beach access.

They were unsuccessful in the
initial auction held in 2021 and
again at the auction in March
2025. However, after the success-
ful bidder chose not to proceed
with the sale, the Council was
given the opportunity to step in
and complete the purchase of this
significant coastal amenity.

Acquiring this land at

Magheramore will ensure contin-
ued access to the cherished beach.
Furthermore, it is a step towards
the County Development Plan

objectives to protect the Special
Area of Conservation and the
National Heritage Area.

Cathaoirleach of Wicklow
County Council Clir. Paul
O'Brien, expressed his delight at
the signing of the Transfer Deed,
stating, “On behalf of the six
elected members of Wicklow
Municipal District, I want to thank
the officials for their foresight in
securing access to the beach for
generations to come.”

Brian Gleeson, Director of

Finance for Wicklow County
Council and Wicklow District
Manager, commented, “Following
a long and repeated bidding pro-
cess, the Council was afforded the
opportunity to purchase the land
and we immediately acted on this
to ensure a swift and efficient
transfer of ownership. I also wish
to acknowledge the strong com-
munity support that helped high-
light the importance of preserving
Magheramore Beach for public

”»

use.
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Leas-Cathaoirleach of the Wicklow Municipal District Cllr. Graham Richmond, Cathaoirleach of the
Wicklow County Council Cllr Paul O'Brien, Cllr. Shane Langrell with the students from Scoil Realt

Na Mara, Brittas Bay.

ed: “We know the result... but for
democracy's sake, it's probably no harm. And I will cer-
tainly work with the new Cathaoirleach of Wicklow
County Council.”

Corrigan: “An
incredible honour I do not take lightly”

In her first remarks as Cathaoirleach, Cllr Melanie
Corrigan expressed gratitude to colleagues, Council
staff, and her family and friends for their support.

“It's a huge honour for me today to become
Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council,” she said. I
want to assure you that I am committed to working col-
laboratively with you all in the chamber and everyone
across County Wicklow to ensure fairness and inclusivi-
ty in our Council and county.”

ClIr Corrigan paid emotional tribute to her late moth-
er Muriel, who had a passion for politics and encour-

Cllr Melame Corrtgan, new Cuthaozrleuch of
Wicklow County Council.

aged her children to persevere. “She always said to us
growing up: ‘there's no such word as 'can't', only to try
and keep trying until you succeed’,” Corrigan said.

She also thanked her husband Liam, their children,
and extended family, several of whom were present in
the chamber.

Corrigan commended outgoing Cathaoirleach Paul
O'Brien for his “exceptional dedication,” saying he had
“set a high standard for the role.”

Looking ahead, she pledged to work closely with all
councillors and communities:

“I am looking forward to promoting our county and
working together with fellow elected representatives,
officials and the community to make Wicklow an even
better place to live, work, and visit, both now and in the
future.”

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

WICKLOW COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2022-2028
BLESSINGTON LOCAL AREA PLAN 2025
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 20 of the Planning & Development Act 2000

(as amended) that Wicklow County Council being the Planning Authority for the area has
made a Local Area Plan for the settlement of 'Blessington’ at the Council meeting on the

16 JUNE 2025.

The Local Area Plan in accordance with Section 20 will come into effect on 28 JULY 2025
and consists of a written statement indicating the objectives in detail as may be required
by the Planning Authority for the proper planning and sustainable development of the

area, maps and appendices.

The adopted plan is accompanied by a Strategic Environmental Assessment Environmental
in accordance with the Planning & Development (Strategic
Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 (as amended), an Appropriate Assessment
Natura Impact Report pursuant to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and a
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Report carried out in accordance with 'Planning System
and Flood Risk Management: Guidelines for Planning Authorities’. Notice is also given,
under Article 14l of the Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment)
Regulations 2004 (as amended), that a Strategic Environmental Assessment Statement,
summarising, inter alia, how environmental considerations have been integrated into
the Plan, has been prepared and is available alongside the Plan. An Appropriate
Assessment Conclusion Statement, summarising the AA process and its findings, is also

Report, prepared

available alongside the adopted Plan.

A copy of the adopted Local Area Plan and associated documents
will be available in the coming weeks, throughout the lifetime
of the Plan, for viewing and downloading on the Council website
www.wicklow.ie (scan the QR code here) and for online inspection,
at Wicklow County Council, County Buildings, all Municipal District
Offices, and all libraries during normal opening hours.

Wicklow County Council is committed to Access For All. All of the above documents are
available in alternative format on request. Please contact Wicklow County Council on
0404-20100 should you have any specific access requirements.
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Arklow RNLI host special visitor in advance of
200th anniversary and lifeboat amlng ceremony

Volunteers at Arklow RNLI and their invited guests, recently
hosted a special visit to the lifeboat station from Vice Admiral
Sir Tim Laurence, Vice President of the lifesaving charity and
former Deputy Chair. The visit was arranged in advance of the
station's naming ceremony for their new Shannon class
lifeboat, which was held on the 21st of June and their 200th
anniversary, which will be celebrated next year. Arklow RNLI
is the oldest established RNLI lifeboat station on the island of

Ireland.

Sir Tim Laurence is no stranger to
Ireland, having served as a Chair of
the RNLI's Operations Committee
which saw him visit a number of
Irish lifeboat stations during his
tenure. However, this was his first
time visiting Arklow lifeboat station
and he received a warm welcome
from all present.

Arklow RNLI Lifeboat Oper-
ations Manager John Bermingham
introduced Sir Tim Laurence to the
assembled lifeboat crew, station
management, fundraisers, and their
families. Invited guests included
Arklow Harbour Master Captain
Paul Ivory, Cllr. Pat Kennedy,
Cathaoirleach of the Arklow
Municipal District and Arklow
Sailing Club Commodore Seamus
Cramer.

Coxswain Eddie McElheron and
Mechanic Craig O'Reilly gave Sir
Tim Laurence a tour of the new
€3.1m Shannon class lifeboat and
there was also a visit to the
Boathouse and Shop. The visit con-
cluded with a stop at the town's mar-

itime museum, which recently host-
ed a RNLI 200 exhibition. Former
Lifeboat Operations Manager,
Jimmy Tyrrell and Coxswain
Brendan Dillon were on hand for a
tour and some station history. Jimmy
was responsible for the RNLI nam-
ing the Shannon class after an Irish
river, in recognition of the service of
Irish volunteers to the charity over
two centuries, a fact that was shared
with their visitor.

Commenting on the special
visit, Arklow Lifeboat Operations
Manager John Bermingham said,
'We were delighted to host Sir Tim
Laurence for a special visit to our
station. Arklow is a lifeboat station
that is steeped in RNLI history and
the town has a hugely important
maritime background. We are very
proud to be the first RNLI lifeboat
station on the island of Ireland and
to be naming our new Shannon class
lifeboat soon, following its arrival
last October. It was Sir Tim's first
time visiting the station and we hope
to welcome him again in the future.

Arklow RNLI Crew and Family from L-R : Seamus Cramer, Aine, Cillian & Craig O'Reilly, Eddie McElheron, Tommy Nolan, Manager
John Bermingham, Vice Admiral Sir Tim Laurence, Cassie Connaughton, Liz Bermingham, John V Tyrrell, Joy Crosbie, Cllr Pat
Kennedy, Paul Burke, Jimmy Tyrrell, Roger Tyrrell.
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Wicklow RNLI bring three fishermen
to safety after vessel breaks down

Wicklow RNLI brought three fishermen to safety on the afternoon of Friday 13th Juneafter their vessel suffered
mechanical failure while fishing for whelk off the Wicklow coast.

The all-weather lifeboat RNLB Bridie
O'Shea slipped its moorings from the south
quay at 1.40pm following a Coast Guard
pager alert and put to sea under the command
of Coxswain Nick Keogh.

Twenty-five minutes later the lifeboat was
alongside the twelve-metre vessel, in a posi-
tion ten miles northeast of Wicklow harbour.
Conditions at the scene were wind south
westerly in direction, force six with moderate

sea and good visibility.

Speaking after the call out, Wicklow RNLI
Coxswain Nick Keogh said: “Once along-
side, we carried out a quick assessment of the
fishing vessel and found it had lost all power.
So, the safest course of action was to tow the
boat back to Wicklow harbour.”

A towline was quickly set up, and course
was set for Wicklow harbour at 2.10pm. The
twelve metre fishing vessel was secured

B oo

alongside the south quay just before 11.30am
and the three fishermen were landed safely
ashore.

Speaking after the call out, Wicklow RNLI
Press officer, Tommy Dover said, “We give a
special mention to trainee crew, Adelaide
Kane and Cian Kelly, who went to sea today
on their first 'Shout' as Wicklow RNLI crew
members, we are very proud of their dedica-
tion and commitment.”

The RNLB Llfebout Bridie O'Shea crew; Coxswain Nick Keogh Peter Byrne (Mechanic), Adelaide Kane, Cian Kelly, Alan
Goucher and John Stapleton and a photo of Adelaide Kane and Cian Kelly. (Photo by Wicklow RNLI / Tommy Dowver).
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FAILTEACHT & TURASOIREACHT

KA  Ulimhd Punann Ealaine OA  SNA (Bunscoil & lar-bhunscoil) LA  Turasoireacht, Bainistiocht Failtithe & Imeachtai
KB  Ealain, Ceardaiocht & Dearadh OB  SNA & Staidéir Michumais (Leibhéal 6) LH  Bainistiocht Bialainne & Beair
KC Cleachtas na Minealaiona HD Foghlaim Luath & Ciram / Cliram Leanai LC  Ealaiona Cocaireachta
KE Ceardaiocht Chruthaitheach HE  Staidéir Shoisialta & Ciram Pobail LE Ealaiona Cocaireachta Ardleibhéal
_ _ LG Taosran, Bacail & Barista
DEARADH GRUAIGE, AILLEACHT & FOLLAINE LI Bainistiocht Failteachais & Gno (Leibhéal 6)
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DI Dearadh Troscain & Saoirseacht/Saoirseacht FH Bearbaireacht .
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DJ  Dearadh Troscain & Déanamh Comh-Aireachta
(Ardleibhéal) HB  Staidéir Altranais agus Cnaimhseachais - Réamh-Ollscoil
HH  Cuntéir Cdraim Slainte

CEOL HS  Eolaiocht Fhoiréinseach - Réamh-Ollscoil HP  Cuntoir Teiripe Ceirde

HK  Eolaiocht - Réamh-Ollscoil JK  Staidéir Curaim Eigeandala
MI  Teicnici DJ & Léiriti Ceoil HZ  Eolaiocht Bia le Diaitéitic - Réamh-Ollscoil (Réamh-pharaimhiochaine, Dditean & Otharcharr)
MJ  Léirit Ceoil JF Cuntéir Miondiola Cogaisiochta HL  Siceolaiocht sa Phobal (Ardleibhéal)
MK Taibhiu Ceoil JJ Teicneoir Cogaisiochta _ .
MF Innealtéireacht Fuaime HU  Staidéir Eiceolaiochta Feidhmi agus Bithéagstlachta SCANNAN & CLUICHI RIOMHAIREACHT

DK  Gairneoireacht & Dearadh Gairdini

HV  Innealtéireacht Réamh-Ollscoil MA  Léiriichan Teilifise & Scannan

MB Léiriichan Teilifise & Scannan - Ardleibhéal
NA  Forbairt Bogearrai Riomhaireachta le hintleacht shaorga  [BLELLUN ME  Dearadh Chiuichi Riomhaire 3D
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EA  Spdrt, Aclaiocht & Treoir Aclaiochta SF  Riarachan Leighis (Maidineacha Amhain) PE  Teicnic Damhsa, Taibhit agus Céiréagrafaiocht
EC  Traenalai Pearsanta, Neart & Qiriintd SE  Riarachan TF & Oifige (Maidineacha Amhain) Corpoideachais - Ardleibhéal
ED  Coitseail Sacair & Bainistiocht Spairt JT Margaiocht Dhigiteach agus Fiontraiocht
EF  Teiripe Gortuithe & Suathaireachta Spdirt / EE  Slandail & Réamh-Gharda : RLA D(C
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€199,044 in funding for the successful applicants of the Local Enhancement Programme 2025

On Friday, 13th June, Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD and
Minister of State with responsibility for Community Development and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD, announced the
successful projects in Co. Wicklow under the Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2025.

Tdnaiste Simon Harris TD.

Groups receiving fund-
ing this year include: Bray
Family Resource and
Development Project
CLG; Tearmann Comm-
unity Garden in Ba-Itin-
glass; Rathnew Comm-
unity Centre CLG;
Friends of the Cliffwalk;
East Coast Samaritans;
Newtown and Newcastle
Men's Shed in Newtown-
mountkennedy; Post 21,
Wicklow IUNVA (Irish
United Nations Veterans
Assoc) in Delgany; Purple
House Cancer Support in
Bray.

The Local Enhance-

ment Programme 2025
was launched in Nov-
ember 2025 with funding
of €199,044 allocated to
County Wicklow. This
funding included €170,609
in capital funding to sup-
port community and vol-
untary groups, particularly
in disadvantaged areas,
to carry out works
and improvements to
facilities, as well as
the purchase of equipment
for community use.
Additionally, €28.,435 in
current funding was pro-
vided to support local
groups with ongoing oper-

ational costs. A total of
235 community groups in
County Wicklow have

successfully received
funding under this
scheme.

The Department of
Rural and Community
Development and Gael-
tacht's Local Enhance-
ment Programme 2025 is
administered by Local
Community Development
Committees, with support
from the Local Authority.

Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County Council
Cllr. Paul O'Brien wel-
comed the announcement:

“The Local Enhancement
Programme funding is
invaluable for so many
groups and clubs that
work tirelessly to improve
our local communities
and provide essential
activities around the
county.”

Chief Executive of
Wicklow County Council,
Emer O'Gorman highlight-
ed the importance of the
funding said “This funding
represents a significant
investment in our commu-
nities. It will empower and
support local groups and
organisations at a grass-
roots level to continue
their work in delivering
important community pro-
jects and services.”

Minister Buttimer also
stated “The Local Enh-
ancement Programme is
about giving a helping
hand to our local groups
and clubs, who are the
building blocks of Irish
community life.”

Minister  Calleary
added “The impact of the
Local Enhancement Prog-
ramme is considerable,
and it allows community
groups to carry out the
invaluable work they do
on behalf of others in
local areas throughout the
country.”

All applicants will be
contacted by Wicklow
County Council in due
course regarding their
project.

An Téanaiste Simon
Harris said: “These are
small grants that make a
big difference. I am
delighted today to ann-
ounce funding to support
over 200 organisations
that do such fantastic
work right across County
Wicklow. These grants are
small in nature but I know
they make such a big dif-

ference to the organisa-
tions involved.

“The groups might use
the funding to pay a par-
ticular bill or perhaps to
fund a project or idea they
might have it's up to
them. I have visited many
of these groups across
County Wicklow and I
have seen first-hand the
fantastic work that they
do for the benefit of their
communities.

“These groups do
invaluable work to make
our communities better
places to live, work and
raise a family.”

The Tanaiste also
encouraged all recipient
groups to liaise with their
Local Community Dev-
elopment Committee
(LCDC), which is admin-
istering the programme
locally. This announce-
ment is a celebration of
community resilience and
local pride, recognising
the dedication of volun-
teers, leaders, and resi-
dents who shape the
heartbeat of County
Wicklow.

Smarter, greener mobility launches in Wicklow and Rathnew

New e-bike sharing scheme powers shift toward climate-friendly travel

Wicklow County Council has welcomed the
arrival of the MOBY e-bike sharing scheme
to Wicklow Town and Rathnew - an impor-
tant step forward in the county’s journey
towards smarter travel, lower carbon emis-
sions, and a healthier environment.

Launched on 23rd June,
this shared mobility initia-
tive directly supports
Wicklow County Coun-
cil's Climate Action Plan
and the National Sustain-
able Mobility Policy by
offering residents and visi-
tors with a cleaner, more
efficient alternative to pri-
vate car use. With up to 50
electric bikes available
across more than 30 loca-
tions, the scheme expa-
nds low-carbon transport
options for communities
across these towns.

Making Active Travel
Easier and Smarter

Recognising that the
hilly terrain in Wicklow
can be a barrier to conven-
tional cycling, the Council
has partnered with MOBY
to offer a practical and
accessible solution. E-
bikes enable more people
to cycle for everyday jour-
neys, such as commuting
to work, connecting with
public transport, attending
school or college, or visit-
ing local amenities.

Each e-bike comes
equipped with features that
support safer, more conve-
nient travel, including
automatic gearing, GPS
tracking and long-lasting
batteries with a range of up
to 70 km. These features
make cycling a viable and
attractive option for a
wider range of users and
trip types.

Seamless Integration
with Daily Life

public transport hubs,
schools, sports centres,
tourist sites and residen-
tial areas, making it easi-
er than ever to leave the
car at home. Users can
rent and return bikes
through the MOBY
MOVE app, with desig-
nated parking stands and
virtual zones helping to
manage the service sus-
tainably. The scheme
operates 24/7 with flexi-
ble pricing, including
pay-per-use options. New
users will receive €10 in
free ride credit to encour-
age them to try the ser-
vice and make the shift
toward smarter travel.

Shaping a Low-Carbon
Travel Culture

To further support this
shift, Wicklow County
Council’s Green Team
and Climate Action Team
will launch a Workplace
Travel Survey from 21st
July 2025. This survey
will form part of the TFI
Smarter Travel Behaviour
Change Programme and
will gather insights into
how council staff are
adapting their travel
habits in light of new
mobility options like the
MOBY e-bikes available
in Bray, Greystones and
Wicklow town. In addi-
tion to the bike scheme, a
shared electric pool car
will also be made avail-
able at County Buildings.
Together, these low-emis-
sion transport options aim
to reduce car dependency,

Climate Action Plan.
Leading by Example

The TFI Smarter Travel
for Workplaces programme
continues to support Irish
employers in promoting
sustainable and active com-
muting. With growing par-
ticipation across the coun-
try, smarter travel is help-
ing to reduce transport
costs, ease traffic conges-
tion, enhance employee
wellbeing and better man-
age parking demand.

A Climate-Positive Path
Forward

These initiatives go

beyond mere transporta-
tion solutions - they rep-
resent a broader commit-
ment to creating a
liveable, low-carbon
Wicklow. By investing in
clean, accessible mobility
options, Wicklow County
Council is empowering
individuals to make
everyday travel choices
that support climate
action, reduce emissions
and build a more
resilient, connected com-
munity.

Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County Council
Cllr. Paul O’Brien, wel-
comed MOBY, stating:
“We are delighted to
introduce the MOBY e-

bike scheme to Wicklow
Town and Rathnew. This
is a smart, climate-
focused initiative that
will make a real differ-
ence to how people move
around our towns. By
offering a clean and con-
venient alternative to the
private car, we’re reduc-
ing congestion, cutting
emissions, and improving
the quality of life for our
residents and visitors.
This is a practical step
toward a more sustain-
able future for County
Wicklow.”

Emer O'Gorman, Chief
Executive of Wicklow
County Council, added:
“The launch of the

MOBY e-bike scheme in
Wicklow Town and
Rathnew highlights our
commitment to delivering
climate action on the
ground. This initiative
supports our goals for
active and low-carbon
transport, and it's part of
a broader effort across
the county to reduce
emissions and promote
healthier, more sus-
tainable communities.
Through collaboration
between our Municipal
Districts, the Active
Travel Team and the
Climate Action Team, we
are creating smarter trav-
el options that benefit
everyone.”

Brian Gleeson, Dir-
ector of Service for
Wicklow Municipal Dis-
trict, commented: “Brin-
ging shared e-bikes to
Wicklow Town and
Rathnew is a great exam-
ple of how local govern-
ment can lead by doing.
By investing in sustain-
able transport and giving
people real alternatives to
private car use, we're not
only reducing our opera-
tional impact - we're also
empowering communities
to take part in climate
action. These kinds of
initiatives are key to
delivering on our Climate
Action Plan and making
low-carbon lifestyles eas-

ier and more accessible.”
Thomas O'Connell,
CEO and Founder of
MOBY, expressed his
enthusiasm: “We’re excit-
ed to launch our e-bike
sharing scheme in
Wicklow Town and
Rathnew. Our goal is to
support Wicklow County
Council in making sus-
tainable travel an
easy and appealing
choice. Whether commut-
ing, connecting to public
transport, or exploring
the area, our e-bikes offer
a reliable and zero-emis-
sion alternative to driv-
ing. We're proud to help
Wicklow lead the way in
smarter mobility.”
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of the Wicklow Municipal District Cllr. Graham Richmond, Alan Martin, Cllr. Shane Langrell, Thayana Goulart (Moby), Brian
Gleeson, Georgina Franey, Cllr. Danny Alvey, William Hannigan, Mark Costello and Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council Cllr. Paul O'Brien.

improve air quality and
support the Council’s tar-
gets outlined in its

E-bike stations are
strategically located near
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Sod turned on Fassaroe Park and Ride

Cathaoirleach Paul O'Brien officially marked the start of construction for a Park and Ride
facility at Fassaroe, Bray, earlier this month. This facility represents a significant investment
by the National Transport Authority and highlights the importance of the project within
County Wicklow. The construction is expected to be completed by the end of 2025.

The Fassaroe Park and Ride will
be a modern, high-quality facility
located to the west of M11 Junction
6, purposefully designed to encour-
age a shift from private car usage to
public transport. It will offer 388
parking spaces, including 26 for
mobility-impaired users and 42
spaces equipped for electric vehicle
chargingdan indication of our com-
mitment to accessibility and sustain-
able transport solutions.

The development will also include
two bus bays, passenger shelters, and
a dedicated turning circle, all
designed to ensure a smooth and effi-
cient experience for passengers. To
improve connectivity and traffic flow,
a new all-movement junction will be
constructed at Fassaroe Lane, featur-
ing a dedicated right-turn lane, while
an existing lay-by will be removed to
streamline bus operations. Additio-
nally, the facility will include bike
shelters and lockers, encouraging
cycling as part of a multi-modal jour-

ney.
This facility is not an isolated ini-
tiative; it complements planned

improvements to bus infrastructure
along the N11 corridor and will serve
as a catalyst for the expansion of pub-
lic transport services across County
Wicklow's major towns. It represents
an investment not only in infrastruc-
ture but also in the economic and
environmental well-being of our
communities.

Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County
Council Cllr. Paul O'Brien, said “This
facility has been a long time in the
making. It was included in the
Greater Dublin Area Transport
Strategy 2022-2042 and officially
approved by Wicklowis elected
members in November 2023. The
land purchase was completed by
September 2024, and now, construc-
tion is well underway, with comple-
tion expected by the end of this year.
We're on track to open the doors and
welcome commuters in 2026.”

Chief Executive of Wicklow
County Council Emer O'Gorman,
stated that “This project is fully fund-
ed by the National Transport Aut-hor-
ity, and is being delivered through
strong partnership and careful plan-

Speaking out

ning with Wicklow County Councilis
project team. I would like to thank
the NTA’s Park and Ride Dev-elop-
ment Office, with the support of
Clifton Scannell Emerson Associates,
who have taken the lead in the design
and delivery of this scheme and the
construction company Wills Bros
Ltd, who we thank for their efforts on
the ground. We look forward to the
successful completion of the works
later this year, and to welcoming the
first passengers to the Fassaroe Park
and Ride facility in 2026”.

Ian Gourley, NTA Head of Fleet
and Bus Infrastructure said: "NTA
welcomes the commencement of
construction works at the new
Fassaroe Park and Ride facility,
which will be the first of the new
strategic Park and Ride facilities in
operation and the first of several
planned along the N11/M11 corridor.
We have worked closely with
Wicklow County Council to get the
Fassaroe facility to this stage and that
close collaboration will continue in
order to deliver the remaining facili-
ties over the next few years."

Wicklow Aonti representative Ciaran Hogan
has criticised Bray Municipal District council
for what he describes as “nine months of total
inaction” on the town's growing traffic crisis.

was dire.Yet here we
are, nine months later at

last

week, Hogan recalled a
presentation made to
Bray Municipal District
councillors on October
Ist, 2024, by Clare
O'Connor of the Alliance
of Bray Residents (ABR).

“The issue was made
crystal clear,” he said.
“The facts were laid out,

the final council meeting
before the summer
recess, and absolutely
nothing has been done.”
Hogan, who has long
campaigned on local
transport issues, pointed
to his own 10-point traf-
fic relief plan published

elarbs Wainkinta fompals
Peaticngd Trarsoort MAREAITY.

Fassaroe Park & Ride

Comhairle Cantae Chill Mhantiin
Widklow County Council

(L to R) Director of services Wicklow County Council Joe

Lane Helen Purcell, Cllr. Melanie Corrigan,

Cllr Dermot O'Brien, Cllr Paul O'Brien, Chief Executive Wicklow County Council Emer O'Gorman,
Cllr. Erika Doyle, Bray Municipal District Administrator Garvan Hickey and Engineer for Bray
Municipal District Stephen Fox.

programme
e Staggered school start
times

e Child and carrier rental
bikes

e Support for job cre-
ation within Bray

e Carpooling initiatives
for local commuters

e Active traffic wardens
to direct parking

e A full review of traffic
light signalling

e Main Street loading
time restrictions and off-
peak storage

e And crucially: keeping
the Herbert Road con-
nection to the N11 open,
with improvements

“The traffic in Bray is
already abysmal,” Hogan
said, “but it's going to
get dramatically worse.
The town's population is
projected to rise by 37%
by 2028, with new hous-
ing developments under-
way and more people

moving here from
Dublin due to the rental
crisis.”

councillors. “They set up
a committee, on paper at
least, but it hasn't met
even once. There's been
no comprehensive traffic
survey initiated, no
meetings with the ABR,
and no effort to engage
with me or my propos-
als.”

Hogan also highlight-
ed the stalled progress
on the Bray-Greystones
cliff walk. “We've had a
cliff walk committee and
even a taskforce laun-

¥ Traffic nightmare looms for Bray, warns Aontu's Hogan

delivered any meaning-
ful progress.”

He concluded with a
rallying call to residents:
“It seems the council is
incapable of delivering on
the big issues that matter
to this town. Residents of
Bray should be furious.
This is your time wasted
in endless traffic. This is
your town losing business
and services. This is your
fuel money spent idling
on clogged roads. This is
a hazard to your children.

the problems were in the lead-up to last ¢ Removal of Main He also criticised the ched by Tanaiste Simon It's time for real account-
detailed, and the urgency year's local elections. Street bollards response from Bray Harris. Neither has ability, and real action.”
of action was beyond The plan includes:
. dispute. Every council- ¢ A subsidised and
Ciaran Hogan, Aontu. lor agreed the situation expanded school bus
COMHAIRLE CHONTAE CHILL MHANTAIN SN
WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL WS
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[.14 bus route extended
to Cherrywood LUAS

Following engagement between John Brady TD and the NTA, the L14 will no longer

NOLESE GRPGETUMITIES

WICKLOW COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2022-2028
VARIATION NO. 3

Notice is hereby given that Variation No. 3 (Blessington Local Area Plan 2025) to
the Wicklow County Development Plan 2022-2028 was made by Wicklow County Council
on 16 JUNE 2025, pursuant to Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000

terminate in Palermo, but rather pass through the area for pickups and drop-offs, before
continuing on to Cherrywood, where it terminates near the LUAS line. This changes came

into effect on 15th June.

“This would address the concerns of residents and
school users in Palermo, while creating a fully inte-
grated bus-LUAS connection from Bray - something
that's been badly needed since the removal of the
Finnegan's service,” said Deputy Brady, who hailed it

as a victory for common sense.

“The introduction of the new L14 route, running
between Southern Cross and Palermo in Little Bray,

===

terminus in Palermo.

John Brt;dy ™D at ti;e dange}ously located bus

was a positive development,” said Deputy Brady.
“However, I had been contacted by a large number of
residents in the Palermo area, and by parents from St
Peter's School, raising serious concerns about the safe-
ty and nuisance issues caused by the buses terminating

at a busy junction right beside the school.”

said.

Residents reported that idling engines at the termi-
nus caused noise and air pollution, while the location
of the stop created traffic and safety hazards in a heavi-
ly used area, particularly at school times.

“In addition to these concerns, the rollout of the new
network saw the cessation of the Finnegan's Bus ser-
vice, which had provided an essential connection
between Bray and the LUAS. That left a major gap in
our public transport infrastructure, with no direct link
from Bray to the LUAS at Cherrywood,” Brady added.

“I want to thank the residents and school communi-
ty who raised these issues with me and stood together
to demand a solution. This is a positive outcome - one
that improves both local safety and connectivity,” he

“I'll continue to work with the NTA and local stake-
holders to ensure the rollout of the new routing is

smooth and meets the needs of the public.”

(as amended).

VARIATION NO. 3

Integrating the land use zoning map and key development objectives from the Blessington
Local Area Plan (LAP) 2025, the LAP was prepared separately but alongside the proposed
Variation, as well as other changes consequent into the County Development Plan.

This variation is accompanied by a Strategic Environmental Assessment screening
documentation prepared in accordance with the Planning & Development (Strategic
Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 (as amended). The variation is also
accompanied by an Appropriate Assessment screening documentation pursuant to
Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the EU Habitats Directive.

In accordance with Section 13 (11) of the Act this variation shall have
effect from 16 JUNE 2025.

A copy of the made variation and associated documents, and the
updated County Development Plan, will be available for viewing
and downloading on the Council website www.wicklow.ie (scan the
QR code here) and for inspection, at Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings and all Municipal District Offices, during normal
opening hours, in the coming weeks.

Wicklow County Council is committed to Access For All. All of the above documents are
available in alternative format on request. Please contact Wicklow County Council on
0404-20100 should you have any specific access requirements.
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Wicklow marks 2025 Energy Awareness Day

Wicklow County Council Cathaoirleach, Cllr Paul O'Brien opens Wicklow Energy Awareness Day
2025 and cuts ribbon marking energy upgrades at host venue - the Pastoral Centre, Wicklow Town

Communities from County Wicklow joined Wicklow County Council Cathaoirleach, Cllr Paul
O'Brien, for the official opening of Wicklow Energy Awareness Day 2025. Hosted by
Wicklow, Greystones and Arklow Sustainable Energy Communities, the day provided a dual
celebration with the Cathaoirleach cutting the ribbon to mark energy upgrades undertaken at
the Pastoral Centre and the official launch of Wicklow Energy Awareness Day 2025.

Energy Awareness Day
involves a collaboration
of several key stakehold-
ers including Arklow,
Grey-stones and Wicklow
Sustainable Energy Com-
munities (SEC), Wicklow
Tidy Towns, Wicklow
Town Team, and Wicklow
Co. Council. SSE Ren-
ewables onboarded for a
second year as event
patrons assisted on the
day by colleagues from
its retail brand SSE
Airtricity.

With free admission,
the day offered much
to those interested in
learning about energy
improvements and effi-
ciency. With an external
and internal exhibition
experience, the public
had the opportunity to
peruse and chat to a wide
range of exhibitors to get
advice on how to make
their homes, businesses
and personal transport
more efficient and sus-
tainable. Over 30 EVs
were on display. The
public perused the exhibi-
tion stands with experts
on hand to lend advice on
solar, heat pump and bat-
tery storage options;
grants available through
the Sustainable Energy
Au-thority of Ireland
(SEAI); and tips on
improving energy effi-
ciency and retrofitting.
Information sessions
blended with fun Eco
activities for children
(such as the 'Watt Bike'
and face-painting for
juniors).

Sylvester J Burke, me-
mber of Wicklow SEC,

said: “Wicklow SEC, like
the others, consists of
volunteers dedicated to
helping the public in local
communities transition to
a new way of 'low carbon
emission living' so that
Ireland can meet the tar-
gets required to reduce
the impact of climate
change. We're grateful to
all the stakeholders
involved in profiling the
importance for Wicklow
of the need to move to
more sustainable energy
options which can practi-
cally and readily translate
in our daily lives.”
Commenting on the
upgrades at the Pastoral
Centre, he said: “The
building dates to the
1970s and needed to be
brought up to date with
energy improvements.
Upgrades undertaken
included: heating controls
on radiators, foam insula-
tion on external walls and
ceilings, the erection of
30 solar panels on the
roof, rainwater planters, a
bike rack and swop shelv-
ing (repurposed from a
large enterprise) for
clothing and toys, in addi-
tion to a community
fridge for fruit & vegeta-
bles. The retrofit was
funded by Wicklow
County Council through
the Community Climate
Action Fund. A further
announcement is expect-
ed soon on grant assis-
tance to replace the exist-
ing windows with triple
glazing equivalent. Cen-
tre users have described
how comfortable the
building is and savings of

€1,500 in heating oil
have been recorded since
January. In just a mere
two weeks, the solar pan-
els have generated almost
600kWh of electricity.”

Deirdre Keogh, Com-
munity Engagement Man-
ager, SSE Renewables
said: “We were delighted
to be involved again as
patrons of this year's Wic-
klow Energy Awareness
Day. The day provided a
unique opportunity to meet
the Cathaoirleach and
local communities across
Wicklow to share informa-
tion about our flagship off-
shore wind development
project - Arklow Bank
Wind Park 2. Once opera-
tional, our Arklow project
will be capable of offset-
ting around 830 million
kilograms of harmful car-
bon emissions annually
and bring significant
investment and employ-
ment to the Wicklow area.

Our colleagues from
SSE Airtricity were along-
side, to give practical and
technical advice to those
interested in learning more
about energy efficiency
and SSE Airtricity's
'Generation Green' home
improvement energy sch-
eme.

We're particularly grate-
ful to the hosts, Wicklow
Sustainable Energy Co-
mmunity (SEC) and other
sustainable communities
involved, Wicklow Tidy
Towns and Wicklow
County Council for their
efforts in bringing together
a variety of activities,
exhibitors and information
workshops collectively

offering real and practical
options to help reduce car-
bon and encourage public
thinking about more sus-
tainable energy options.

For further information
email wicklowsec2020-
@gmail.com or follow
Wicklow Sustainable
Energy on Facebook.
Energy Awareness Day
2025 is supported by
Wicklow Tidy Towns,
Wicklow Town Team, and
Wicklow Co. Council.

For details on the SSE
Renewables Arklow Bank
2 Sponsorship Fund con-
tact Deirdre Keogh,
Community Engagement
Manager by phone
087 1822587 or email
deirdre keogh@sse.com

i

Paul Craigie, Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Caucil Cllr Paul O'Brien, SSE Renewables
Community Engagement Manager DeirdreKeogh and Eamon Kenny.

Cathaoirleach of Wtcklow County Counctl Paul O'Brien offtcmlly opens the chklow Energy Awareness Dayat De Lu Salle

Pastoral Centre.

Cllr Shane Langrell David Meumer, Cathaoirleach of Wicklow Mumctpul District Graham Richmond, Andrew Lawless, outgomg Cathuozrleeach of Wicklow County Coum:ll Paul O'Brien, Deaglan
O'Meagher, Simon Whelan, Sylvester Burke, SSE Renewables Community Engagement Officer Deirddre Keogh, Cllr Pat Kennedy and Mark Costello at the Wicklow Energy Awareness Day at De La Salle
Pastoral Centre.
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Dovida chklow brmgmg

genuine
person

to home care

Dovida delivers home care that empowers their clients to live life their way in
the comfort of their own home. They do this by recognising that no two people
are the same and shape their care to best match their clients' and caregivers'
interests, values, and personalities. As part of their vision for the future of home
care, they have introduced the 'Circle of Care'.

Circle of Care

“We provide care that is
centred around the individu-
al. This approach creates the
'Circle of Care' - a philoso-
phy that places our clients at
the centre of a holistic sup-
port system that connects

families, our skilled care-
givers and support teams
with Public Health Nurses,
GPs and physios.”

Connection, confidence and
choice
“While

some of our

clients need us to pop in
once a week for some help
around the house, others
require daily support. Some
clients need temporary help
after surgery or respite care
to give their loved ones
some rest, while others use
our services on an ongoing

basis. Whatever the situa-
tion, we shape our care
around our clients' needs
and proudly enable each
individual to live their life
with connection, confi-
dence, and choice - in a
way that is meaningful to
them.”

Why choose home care?
“Choosing home care

allows our clients to main-
tain their confidence and

connections and
-centred value

independence at home.
They receive the level of
care and support they need
without the stress of a big
move. Choosing to private-
ly fund home care or apply
for a HSE Home Support
Package is a big decision,
and navigating the various
options can seem daunting,
but we're here to help. We
offer a range of person-
alised home care packages
tailored to our client's spe-
cific needs.”

Getting started
with Dovida

Step 1 - Contact your local office
Begin your journey by contacting your local Dovida office
in Kilmacanogue on 01 276 8122. They'll have a quick
conversation about your unique needs and organise a free,
no-obligation consultation.

Step 2 - An initial consultation at home
A local Care Manager will visit a potential client's home for
a consultation, where they are welcome to ask questions and
explore their options. This will help us to get a better
understanding of an individual's needs and create a care
plan that best supports them.

Step 3 - Find the right match
“We'll carefully match a caregiver or a team of caregivers to
our client, taking into account their preferences, needs, and
interests. Visits will be scheduled to their date and time
preference to create a stress-free start to their care.”

Step 4 - Get to know each other
“Our caregiver will begin by getting to know their client's
routine and needs, so they can start building a long-lasting
relationship.”

Step 5 - Ongoing review
“Our Care Manager will work to ensure that our care meets
the client's needs and that they are happy with the service
provided. Care Plans and the schedule of visits will be
amended to support changing requirements.”

Visit dovida.ie to find out more.

Casey leads call on ageing well in Wicklow

Senator and Wicklow Age Friendly Ambassador, Pat Casey, joined fellow Age Friendly
Ambassadors from across the country to promote a clear message: emotional, mental and
physical health must take centre stage in how Ireland supports and celebrates ageing.

New insights gathered from Age
Friendly Ireland's network of 30
high-profile Ambassadors from the
worlds of entertainment, business,
sport and public service - including
Francis Brennan, Gavin Duffy,
Sandy Kelly, Geraldine Plunkett and
Celia Holman Lee - reveal that near-
ly 80% fear cognitive or mental
decline more than any other aspect of
ageing. When asked what gives them
hope, over half pointed to the grow-
ing commitment to an inclusive, sup-
portive society that values older peo-
ple and being able to remain active
and independent.

Held at VISUAL Carlow, this
year's Ambassadors' Day brings

Darina johnston (left) and Bernie Finn of Waist
Watchers.

together Age Friendly Ambassadors
from across the country for a day of
discussion, reflection and visibility
around the theme: Wellbeing in Later
Life - Physical, Mental and
Emotional Health. The event shines a
light on the lived realities of ageing
in Ireland, where the over-65 popula-
tion is expected to double by 2050,
and underscores the need to place
dignity, purpose and wellbeing at the
heart of national policy, community
initiatives and everyday conversa-
tions.

Senator Casey said: “I want to use
my role as an Ambassador of Age
Friendly Ireland to influence
improvements in public transport for

older people. As older people stop
driving, being unable to visit friends
and relatives can have a huge impact
on them. Although having shopping
delivered is wonderful, having the
independence to choose when to
shop or go to the Doctor is impor-
tant. Access to public transport for all
needs to improve. I would encourage
any older person or even someone
who just wants to learn more about
ageing well in Ireland to contact their
local Age Friendly Programme by
contacting their local council.”

Age Friendly Ambassadors are
appointed by City and County
Councils across Ireland to use their
platforms to challenge ageism,

New Bray
group takes a
fresh approach
to weight loss

A new early-morning weight loss class is making waves in
Bray and it's not like anything else out there.

Waist Watchers Bray takes a fresh, holistic approach. There are no

champion dignity in ageing, and
support more connected, active and
inclusive ageing across Ireland. The
full list of Ireland's Age Friendly
Ambassadors can be found at age-
friendlyireland.ie. Age Friendly
Ireland is the national body support-
ing Ireland's 31 Local Authorities to
deliver the Government's vision of
an Age Friendly Ireland. Each local
authority leads a dedicated Age
Friendly Programme, in partnership
with older people, service providers
and community stakeholders.
Catherine McGuigan, Chief
Officer of Age Friendly Ireland,
said: “Too often, ageing is spoken
about only in terms of decline or
dependency, but the reality is far
more powerful and positive. Older
people in Ireland are living longer,
contributing more, and redefining

what it means to grow older. This
year's Ambassadors' Day puts the
spotlight on the importance of our
emotional, mental and physical well-
being, reminding us that our inde-
pendence, connectedness and pur-
pose are central to how we think
about ageing.

Through Age Friendly Ireland,
and the local government sector, we
provide the structure to enable that
joined up thinking that is making
this vision a reality in every town,
city and county in Ireland. We are
extremely grateful to our Age
Friendly Ambassadors for champi-
oning this work.”

Those wishing to learn more
about ageing well in Ireland should
contact their local Age Friendly
Programme via their local council or
visit agefriendlyireland.ie.

Senator Pat Casey, Age Friendly
Ambassador.

SECTION 75 - ROADS ACT, 1993

PROVISION FOR TEMPORARY CLOSURE

OF PUBLIC ROAD
Wicklow County Council hereby gives notice that it proposes the
temporary closure of the following public road.

Road to be closed:
R764 from the junction at Roundwood Church to the junction of
the L1076 Roundwood Park.

Period of closure:

COMHAIRLE CONTAE CHILL MHANTAIN
WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

points, sins, or off-limits foods. Instead, it focuses on a realistic, balanced
way of eating with no stop start dieting, just real-life results.

The group is led by Bernie Finn, a head chef who lost 9 stone herself.
Bernie’s passion for food shows in the incredible recipes shared each week
practical, tasty meals that actually work. Her warmth, honesty, and lived
experience make the group feel welcoming, down-to-earth, and genuinely
supportive.

Bernie started the class after being coached by Darina Johnson, founder
of Waist Watchers. Darina's two classes in Gorey and Arklow have helped
members lose over 1,000 stone in just two years. Inspired by that success,
Bernie brought the same empowering approach to Bray and the results
have been remarkable.

The class runs at 6:45 a.m. in Epworth Hall, Florence Road making it
the earliest weight loss group in the Wicklow/Dublin area. All talks can be
sent out digitally so it's perfect for those going to work or college.

With daily support, ongoing motivation, and a group full of fabulous
people, Waist Watchers Bray is all about lasting change.

To find out more, call or WhatsApp Bernie on 089-4210435.

4.00 pm Sunday 3rd August until 4.00 am Monday 4th August 2025.

Alternative Routes:
R765 Knockraheen to Diamond Hill R764 to L1076 Roundwood Park.

Reason for Closure:
This road closure is necessary in order to facilitate the Roundwood
Village Festival.

Any person wishing to object to the proposed road closure must
lodge their objection in writing to Transportation and Roads,
Wicklow County Council, County Buildings, Co. Wicklow or via
email at roadtran@wicklowcoco.ie not later than 12.00 noon on
Tuesday 1st July, 2025.

Linda Healy,
Senior Executive Officer,
Transportation & Infrastructure Delivery.
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Whitmore presses Department on urgent need for
additional SNA support at Scoil na Coroine Mhuire

"Two SNAs for over 300 pupils is unsustainable and unfair'

Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore, has written to Minister for Education Helen McEntee to highlight the criti-
cal shortfall in Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support at Scoil na Coréoine Mhuire in Ashford.

Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore with Cllr Danny Alvey.

“Scoil na Cordine Mhuire is a
mainstream primary school with
307 pupils, yet it has been allocated
just two SNAs. One of those SNAs
is fully assigned to a pupil with
complex medical needs requiring
full-time care, effectively leaving
just one SNA to support the rest of
the school,” Deputy Whitmore
explained.

“This is an untenable situation.
The school has submitted detailed
documentation to the Special
Educational Needs Organiser
(SENO) outlining the scale of need,
and assurances were given that this
would be taken into account.
However, no additional support has
been provided,” Deputy Whitmore
continued.

“The lack of action is placing
immense pressure on staff and
leaving children without the sup-

port they need to thrive in the class-
room. We've been left with a situa-
tion where schools with surplus
SNAs are being allowed to retain
them due to the delay in redeploy-
ment, while schools like Scoil na
Cordine Mhuire, where the need is
urgent, are left behind. This is a
systemic  failure,” Deputy
Whitmore stated.

“This is about more than staffing
numbers. It's about fairness, inclu-
sion, and the right of every child to
access education in a way that
meets their individual needs. If this
isn't addressed immediately, the
school may be forced to tell fami-
lies it cannot meet the needs of new
pupils in September. That would be
a deeply unjust outcome and a clear
violation of the EPSEN Act, which
is why I have written to the
Minister for Education, Helen

McEntee, urging her to take
action,” Deputy Whitmore noted.

Local Social Democrats
Councillor Danny Alvey echoed
these concerns, saying: “Scoil na
Cordine Mhuire is an excellent
local primary school which mem-
bers of my family attend and I
know how dedicated and hard
working the staff are for the stu-
dents there. This decision not to
grant an additional Special Needs
Assistant is inexplicable, especially
given there are over 300 students
currently in the school and only
two SNAs assigned to it. With one
student needing fulltime support,
this essentially leaves just one SNA
for the entire rest of the school.

“I have had many friends and
local residents with children in the
school or starting there next year
contact me in the last few days

about this unfair situation. The
Department of Education needs to
step

in here and review this decision
and grant additional support before
the school year begins again in
September and a whole new cohort
of students join Junior Infants. If
they don't the students of this
school who may need some addi-
tional help are going to be totally
under-resourced and will be left
behind in these formative years of
their education,” Councillor Alvey
added.

Deputy Whitmore concluded “T
am urging Minister McEntee and
the Department of Education to
intervene without delay. The school
community has done everything
asked of them. Now it's time for the
Department to act and ensure these
children are not left behind.”

11 Wicklow primary schools win prestigious Curious Minds Award

Local schools recognised for achievements in Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation
and Science, James Lawless TD, has announced that 11 primary
schools in Wicklow have won a Research Ireland Curious Minds

Award for 2025.

Funded by Research Ireland, this
annual initiative seeks to ignite a passion
for science, technology, engineering, and
maths (STEM) in primary pupils, their
families, and educators throughout
Ireland.

The Research Ireland Curious Minds
Awards give recognition to schools for
their dedication to hands-on, curiosity-
driven learning in STEM disciplines.

Each year, thousands of students
around the country enthusiastically delve
into fascinating topics by conducting a
range of practical STEM challenges.

These engaging activities include
design and make projects, math trails,
rocket launches, explorations of school-
ground biodiversity, egg drop experi-

initiatives, and applying STEM princi-
ples to solve real-world problems.

Commenting on the awards, Celine
Fitzgerald, Interim Chief Executive
Officer at Research Ireland, said: “I am
extremely proud to see the continued
interest in, and impact of, the Research
Ireland Curious Minds programme. The
appetite for engagement through fun,
practical STEM learning within our
school community is so evident. Our
goal is to empower teachers and to
inspire students, showing the younger
generation that STEM is not just a sub-
ject, but a way of exploring, understand-
ing, and shaping the world around
them.”

To mark the announcement, a virtual

of classrooms throughout Ireland, hosted
by TV presenters Grainne Bleasdale and
Phil Smyth, to celebrate the awardees.

Schools participating in the Curious
Minds Awards initiative apply for one of
three award tiers:

e Silver Award: For schools beginning
their STEM journey and involving a
minimum of two classes.

* Gold Award: For schools further along
their STEM journey, involving at least
half of the classes in the school.

e Platinum Award: For schools that have
already achieved the Gold Award and
want to further integrate STEM into
their school culture.

This year, in Wicklow, 7 schools
received the Gold Award, 1 received the
Platinum Award and three received the
Silver Award.

Registration for the 2025/2026
Research Ireland Curious Minds Awards

il

a4

will open in September 2025. Reg-
istration for the CPD courses for
2025/2026 is open now.

Newtownmountkennedy accountancy
student 1s amongst world's best

Ben Scott from Newtownmountkennedy has [
reason to celebrate after ranking amongst the
best in Ireland and the world in his accountan-
cy exam.

Minister for Further and Higher Education James Lawless and Dr Ciaran Seoighe, Deputy
CEO of Research Ireland, with Rathmore National School pupils Nina and Fionn.

Research Ireland Curious Minds Awards
Ceremony took place today in hundreds

Seven Wicklow schools to
benefit from energy upgrades

Seven Schools in County Wicklow will receive major retrofitting
works this summer under the REPower EU Programme,

ments, pond construction, vegetable cul-
tivation, marble run creations, coding

The schools benefiting include: Scoil Nicolais Naofa Wicklow, Scoil
Chonglais Baltinglass, St. Mary's & St. Gerard's NS Enniskerry, Bray School
Project, Kilcommon NS Wicklow, Carnew NS, and St Patrick's National
School Wicklow.

Tanaiste Simon Harris said: "I am delighted that seven schools across
Wicklow will benefit from state-of-the-art energy upgrades this summer.
These works will ensure that all schools achieve a Building Energy Rating
(BER) of at least B, through the installation of heat pumps, LED lighting,
upgrading of the airtightness of the school and the installation of electric car
chargers.

Edward Timmins TD added "Not only will this make schools more energy
efficient, reducing their carbon footprint and energy bills, but it will also
make our schools more comfortable for the students and entire school and
teaching community."

Minister for Education and Youth, Helen McEntee said: "This is great news
for schools in Wicklow who will benefit from this investment from the
REPower EU Programme. Across the country, 28 schools will benefit, with a
total investment of €86 million. These projects are advancing quickly; from
the appointment of design teams to reaching tender stage in just six months,
the pace of delivery has been exceptional.

"I want to thank all schools that engaged in this Programme. There are
opportunities for all schools across the country to progress their climate-
proofing through the Climate ActionSummer Works Programme which is
open for applications until 30th June."

An Association of Chartered Certified Accountants
(ACCA) student at Dublin-based online and blended
learning college, Accountancy School, Ben finished first
in Ireland, and 18th worldwide, in his Strategic Business
Leader (SBL) exam.

Viewing his result in context, of the worldwide num-
ber of 500,000 ACCA students, approximately 8,000 of
whom study in Ireland, Ben was one of 27 fellow
Accountancy School students to finish first in Ireland.
All were recognised for their achievements at a ceremo-
ny in Dublin recently.

Congratulating Ben on his result, Accountancy School
managing director, Dave O'Donoghue said “ACCA is a
globally recognised accountancy qualification, and the
key to a hugely rewarding career in accountancy and
financial management, here in Ireland and international-
ly.

“Against the backdrop of an acute world-wide short-
age of accountants, ACCA trainees, affiliates and mem-
bers are in high demand throughout the world,”
O'Donoghue added.

Ben Scott.
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A big sustainable green applause
for our Wicklow schools

Let's give a bualadh bos to our Wicklow Schools this year for their outstanding work in environmental education pro-
grams, including Green Schools, ReLove Fashion, and the Rubbish Film Festival awards.

Once again both prima-
ry and secondary schools
accepted their well-
deserved Green Flags at
The Helix in Dublin.
These flags were awarded
in recognition of the
excellent work undertaken
by students as part of the
Green Schools program
delivered by An Taisce.
Awards covered themes
such as Litter & Waste,
Energy, Water, Travel,
Biodiversity, Global Citi-
zenship and the Marine
Environment.

Of special note,

Gaelscoil an Inbhir Mhoir
in Arklow was awarded a

Ghaelscoil an Inbhir Mhéir, Arklow with their

regional prize for their
efforts focused on the
Water theme. Additio-
nally, Scoil Mhuire Realt
na Mara in Brittas Bay
received a regional award
for their outstanding work
on the Global Citizenship
Marine Environment
theme and also secured a
national award under the
Marine Institute’s Exp-
lorer's Education Prog-
ramme. Scoil Mhuire
Realt na Mara is one of
only 32 European schools
selected for the recently
launched EU Blue Lights
program.

Water Theme green flag.

School, along with
other Wicklow secondary
schools, participated in
ReLove Fashion. This
year, Edena Foot, a third-
year student, won the
national award for 'Best
Evening Dress'.

With a growing focus
on sustainable, slow fash-
ion, Edena created a stun-
ning evening dress from
old denim jeans found in a
local charity shop. The
dress features beautiful
hand embroidery and was
inspired by aquatic life
and the pollution caused
by fast fashion.

The Rubbish Film
T 5
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Festival is a creative
Transition Year program
that provides a platform
for students to explore
and research Sustainable
Development Goal No.
12, 'Responsible Cons-
umption'. The short, one-
minute films created by
student teams were full of
well-researched topics,
focusing on themes such
as fast fashion, habitat
destruction, water conser-
vation, and even AI!
Colaiste Craobh Abhann
took home the county's
best prize back to
Kilcoole, while Colaiste
Raithin won county first
prize for the best impact
film, which was presented
in Gaeilge. Additionally,
St David's in Greystones
was awarded second
place for the best film
award.

Cathaoirleach of Wic-
klow County Council
Cllr. Paul O'Brien com-
mented “we extend our
thanks and appreciation to
the teachers and schools
who contribute so much
to the next generation.
Without them our envi-
ronmental education
programmes including
Relove Fashion, The
Rubbish Film Festival
and An Taisce's Green
Schools, would fail to
deliver essential learn-
ings, and positive action
at a local and county
level. They are helping us
to make Wicklow a better,
more sustainable place to
live, work and play.”

Theresa O'Brien, Dir-
ector of Services Cli-
mate, Environment, Rec-
reation and Amenity was
full of praise by the cre-
ativity, passion and
expertise at a young age
and said: “The youth of
County Wicklow are con-
cerned about Climate
Change and are engaging
in building a more sus-
tainable future for all of
us.

Wicklow County Cou-
ncil will continue to sup-
port our schools in deliv-
ering education for sus-
tainability through our
Climate Action Plan, and
our environmental aware-
ness programme.”

place in the National Evening Dress category.

o b,
Edena Foot (Loreto Bray) and her father Steven Foot after securing first

Colaiste Craobh Abhann who won best Wicklow film in the Rubbish Film Festival.

Young students from Wicklow breathing life into the Irish language

Primary school students from Scoil Naomh
Iosaf, Baltinglass recently attended an
awards ceremony in Roscrea, Co. Tipperary,

where they were
Gaelbhratach.

Irish speaking competi-
tions, yard games in Irish
and learning Irish songs
and dances are just some of

Scoil Naomh Iosaf pupils being awarded their flag in Roscrea in recognition of the students’ efforts to

presented with a

the activities set up and run
by the student committee in
Scoil Naomh losaf that was
recognised for its promo-

tion of the Irish language.

Run by Gael Linn,
Gaelbhratach is a national
initiative that encourages
primary and secondary
school students to speak
Irish outside of the formal
classroom setting.

A total of 163 flags were
awarded to primary schools

inspire and empower their school communities to speak Irish.

this year - over double the
figure from last year - in
recognition of the students'
efforts to inspire and
empower their school com-
munities to speak Irish. In
May of this year, a further
140 flags were presented to
students from post-primary
schools.

As part of the celebra-
tions at the awards ceremo-
ny students from Wicklow
enjoyed interactive games
led by former Gaelbh-
ratach committee members
Maire NI Churraoin and

Barry O Siochriu.
Commenting on the
awards, Edel Ni Bhraonain,
Bainisteoir Gaelbhratach
said: “Gaelbhratach gives
young people of any age or
background the opportunity

to use and develop their
Irish language skills outside
of the traditional classroom
setting. The programme
aims to put the student
voice at the centre of their
learning through the

Gaelbhratach committee.
The scheme is going from
strength to strength each
year, with over 90 primary
schools taking part in the
initiative for this first time
this year.”

An Roinn Cosanta
Department of Defence

ARMY RIFLE RANGES

WARNING
If you are walking in the countryside
do not walk onto any of the
Military Firing Ranges
as you could be in
GREAT DANGER
at all times from unexploded shells and
other dangerous ammunition
RED FLAGS indicate LIVE FIRING
Watch out for the warning signs
AND TAKE CARE!

An Roinn Cosanta
Department of Defence

RAONTA RAIDHFILI AN AIRM
FOLAIREAMH

Ma bhionn ti ag sitil faoin tuath,
na sitiil isteach i gceann ar bith de na
Raonta Lamhaigh Mileata
mar d’fhéadfa a bheith i
nDEARG-BHAOL
i gconai de bharr sliogain
neamhphléasctha agus armlon
contuirteach eile
Is ionann BRATACHA DEARGA
agus BEO-LAMHACH
Bi ag faire do na comharthai folairimh
AGUS BI AR d’AIRDEALL!
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Real. Raw. Risng:

Niamh Beatrix releases unfiltered
song of young love

“Pure poetry from a teenage heart. This music certainly transcends Niamh's young age, as |
can certainly hear the echoes of Brandi Carlisle and Billie Eilish.” - SPIN Magazine, Ron Hart

At just 14, South African-Irish singer-songwriter Niamh Beatrix Smith, affectionately known as 'Niamhy', is
already making waves with her courageous emotional depth and unmistakable voice. On Friday 27th June, she
will be releasing her boldest and most vulnerable track yet: 'Too Loud' - a heartbreak song that cuts deeper than
most adult records.

More than just a break-up track, 'Too Loud' is an aching 200,000 streams, a Top 3 Junior Eurovision Ireland finish, and a
reflection on the pain of loving someone too much for them to #1 radio hit in South Africa - all before turning 15.
hold. Thereis no studio gloss here - just Niamh's voice, a guitar, From intimate home recordings to international airwaves,
and the kind of unfiltered honesty that's all too rare. Niamh Beatrix Smith isn't trying to be perfect - she's trying to be
With no vocal effects and no digital polish, the track showcas- real. And in 'Too Loud' she proves that truth still resonates.
es Niamh's raw vocal power and soul-baring songwriting. "Too Loud" will be available on all major streaming plat-
Already nicknamed 'Little Adele' by the media, Niamh's talent forms. Watch Niamh perform live at the South African Gathering

Niamh Beatrix.

At War With Mercy

Courthouse Arts Centre, Saturday Sth July, Spm - 10pm
Ticket Price: €16/14

At War With Mercy is a collaborative work between the late Canadian songwriter and
poet Leonard Cohen and the writers John MacKenna and Angela Keogh. Cohen and
MacKenna worked together on the requiem Between Your Love and Mine in the months
before Cohen's death in 2016. The idea for At War With Mercy had been mooted at that

time and now it comes to fruition.

At War With Mercy is a musical
and dramatic exploration of war, peace
and mercy through Leonard Cohen's
songs and the stories developed by
Keogh and MacKenna from Cohen's
characters and writings. In a ninety-
minute show, the music, characters
and words reflect on the brutality of
war and the healing power of peace
and mercy.

At War With Mercy is a tonic for
the mind and soul and an affirmation
of Leonard Cohen's commitment in
music, words and life to peace in the
world.

With singer Katie Jacques;
singer/guitarist Shane Sullivan; per-
cussionist Dave Day and actors
Angela Keogh and John MacKenna,
the show is a life-affirming journey
that echoes with hope, warmth,
redemption and peace.

is capturing hearts around the globe. Blending old-soul emotion-

ality with a new-generation sensitivity, she's earned over Brewery.

Ireland on 13th September 2025 - Ballykilcavan Farm &

“Country-tinged, indie-bent, singer-songwriter purity - a song without armor, meant to bruise. And in that vulnerability,
Niamh shines. ‘Too Loud’ doesn’t shout to be heard. It whispers truths most of us forgot how to say. In a world of polished
pain and algorithmic hooks, this is the sound of a real heart speaking - and it’s unforgettable.”

- AvA Live Radio, Jaqueline Jacks - Florida

Brittas Bay Music
Academy fills Avoca Valley
with rapturous recital

The valley of Avoca became an amphitheatre of sound for a time on Saturday, 31st May when

It was all hands on deck as the
parents and friends gathered at the
hall with baked goods and
refreshments to give the occasion
a real summer party feel.

With guest compere Michael
McNamara at the helm, each par-
ticipant was given a personalised
introduction before taking to the
stage to perform their pieces.

With students having taken
their exams with the Royal Irish
Academy of Music the previous
week, each player was pitch-per-
fect and delighted to perform for
fun this time.

Some students were enjoying a
welcome break from studying for
state exams too and welcomed the
opportunity to 'rock out' and kick

back with friends and family at
the event.

Speaking about the event,
Director of the Academy, Siobhan
Kennedy-Perri, said “The students
at Brittas Bay Music Academy
have worked so hard this year and
it is always a welcome opportuni-
ty to give them a chance to per-
form. As a professional musician
myself, we treat this as we would
any performance I have with my
band 'Mack Fleetwood'. So much
so that we had fellow band mem-
ber Andrew OiDuffy as sound
technician today.

“These young musicians are so
talented and deserve to be treated
as professionals on stage. I am so
proud of each one of them for

Performers from the Brittas Bay Music Academy who took part in the Summer Recital at Avoca
Community Hall under the baton of Director Siobhan Kennedy-Perri.

the Brittas Bay Music Academy hosted their summer recital in the Avoca Community Hall.

what they have achieved.”

We are really grateful to have
the support of the parents, family
and friends of the performers
coming to these shows and to the
community of Avoca for letting us
use the amazing facilities here at
the Community Hall - an amazing
resource in a stunning village. We
couldn't have imagined a better
backdrop.”

Performers on the day were
Maeve, Frank and Jane
McNamara, Cole Perri, Maria,
and John O'Dwyer, Kat Knopf,
Susan Howe, Zoe Carolan,
Matilda, and Theo Byrne, Noa
Haviv, Emmelin Oborskya and
special guest performer Ava
McFall O'Duffy.
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Bray artist brings new work to mty gallery

Bray-based artist Adam Connors is set to unveil his fourth solo exhibition later this month and for the first time, his

work will be shown in the heart of Dublin City at REDS Gallery on Dawson Street.

Bray artist Adam Connors withone of his works from his Continuum of

Companionship series.

Opening on Thurs-
day, June 26th at 6pm,
the exhibition will
showcase a brand-new
instalment of Connors'
Continuum of Comp-
anionship series, a dis-
tinctive body of work
he has been developing
since he first began
painting in 2016.
Alongside this signature
series, visitors can
expect a number of new
pieces in a contrasting
style, offering a broader
glimpse into his evolv-
ing artistic voice.

Curated by Tony
Strickland, the show
launches with a wine
reception and guest

speaker Dr. Lollie
Mancey. It runs until
July 2nd.

Though this marks
his first solo show in
the city, Connors is a
familiar face in Bray,
where he has main-
tained a studio-gallery
on Quinsborough Road
for the past three and a
half years. “There've
been ups and downs,”
he says, “but I love
being part of the Bray
community, I meet peo-
ple from all walks of
life every day, and it's
that mix that keeps
things inspiring.”

Despite applying five
years in a row, Connors
has yet to receive Arts
Council funding. His

Bray DJ to play Glastonbury

As winner of the BBC Radio 6 Music ICONS Mix of the Year 2024, Bray DJ EMA has been
invited to perform as Glastonbury Music Festival, which Kicks off this week on June 25th.

EMA's winning mix
was featured on Mary
Anne Hobbs' showon
BBC Sounds.

EMA is a key torch-
bearer for a new genera-
tion of global bassniks,
embodying community
rave values through a love
of low end frequencies
from her home, which is
now in Dublin.

Her work as a DJ,
founder of label/party
Woozy, booker for Dublin
nightclub Tengu, Rinse
FM resident and co-
founder of the Skin &
Blister collective is
exhaustive, highlighting a
relentless work ethic that
has inspired a foundation-
al infrastructure for her
and those in her orbit to
prosper.

Operating as a conduit

evocative wub narratives

screw-face bass anthems.

to the on-going mutations '

of low-end futurism,
EMA's selections warp
rhythmic advances around
a respected tradition in
sub weight. Rigorously
informed by the founda-
tional lineage of dub-
inspired club music, she
encompasses not only the
sounds but also the unity
mentality of her influ-
ences. Her application of
this ethos to mix crafting
is sensational, pairing

EMA.

It's an undeniable gift,
with a penchant for evidentin EMA's monthly Tape,
residency on Rinse FM,

celebrated mixes for Ilian
Truants, Crack
Magazine, and Ransom
Note, notable appeara-
nces at Fabric London,
Printworks, Open Ground,
NYC's Public Records
and the Arcadia Stage at
All Together Now festi-
val, multiple broadcasts
for The Lot Radio and the
co-hosting Keep Hush's
inaugural Irish stream
with Woozy.

Founded in 2020,
Woozy is EMA's label
and party series celebrat-
ing the sounds and DJs of
modern soundsystem cul-
ture. 7 releases deep,
including three various
artist compilations plus
solo EPs from Coe, Sha
Ru and Laenz, and many
parties hosted has seen
her form a remarkable
community around the
values she wears so
proudly on her sleeve.

EMA is also the co-
founder of Dublin based
collective Skin&Blister, a
platform curated to nur-
ture and encourage
female, trans and non-
binary creatives in the
realm of music and the
arts. Through running
events, workshops, found-
ing Ireland's first creative
database.

practice is entirely self-
sustained through the
sale of his paintings and
prints, and he continues
to give back, regularly
hosting free painting
workshops for locals,
including children and
individuals with addi-
tional needs.

“This exhibition feels
like a milestone,” he
adds. “It's taken a lot to
get here, but I'm proud
of what I've created,
and I'm excited to share
it.”

Adam outside his studio in Bray.

WICKLOW TIMES

NO PASSWORDS NO PAYWALL NO PROBLEM!
PLUS access to over a year’s worth of back issues!

\
www.wmklowhmes.nel'

or email info@localtimes.ie and we will email you a copy!
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Spirit Motor Group brmg Ford to the heart of Wicklow

Spirit Motor Group is celebrated the launch of its new Spirit Ford
Wicklow showroom with a special event attended by loyal cus-

tomers, local VIPs and Ford enthusiasts.

by Martin McCarthy

The upgraded showroom, located
in Kilpedder, is now the home of Ford
in Wicklow and is the third Ford loca-
tion within Spirit Motor Group, join-
ing Spirit Ford South Dublin in
Sandyford and Spirit Ford West

Dublin in Baldonnell.

To celebrate the official opening,
Spirit Ford Wicklow welcomed cus-
tomers to an evening reception featur-
ing music from the renowned Glas
String Quartet, as well as a special
raffle on the night supported by Spirit
Ford Wicklow ambassador, Irish
rugby player, Josh van der Flier.

Guests had the opportunity to see
the legendary New All Electric Ford
Capri, alongside the exciting range of
Ford electric and plug-in hybrid vehi-
cles. The Ford Go Electric 252 Event,

The search 1s on for Ireland’s Greenest Places!

People from all over Wicklow invited to nominate the places they believe deserve recognition

offering savings of up to €3,000, has
been extended exclusively for Spirit
Ford customers until 30th June 2025.
Speaking at the launch event, Mark
Burton, Dealer Principal at Spirit Ford
Wicklow said: “This is a significant
milestone for the team here in
Kilpedder which I have been proud to
be a part of over the past 31 years.
This is a fitting home for the fantastic
range of Ford vehicles and we look
forward to welcoming customers old
and new to Spirit Ford Wicklow.”
Alan Moore, Managing Director of
Spirit Motor Group said: “This rede-
velopment is another essential step in
our growth plans for Spirit Motor
Group. It further demonstrates our
commitment to Ford and our ambition
to provide first class service and facil-
ities to our valued Ford customers.”
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aig Duane, Ford Ireland; John O'Brien, Spirit Ford chklow, Puul Draper, Ford Ireland; John Manning, Ford
Ireland; Chris Pratt, Spirit Ford Wicklow; Johnny Kavanagh, Ford Ireland; Mark Burton, Spirit Ford Wicklow.

As we head into what we hope will be a marvellous summer filled
with long days in the great outdoors details of the search for Ireland's
Greenest Places 2025 have been announced.

Whether you live
in a community, village,
suburb or town anywhere
on the island of Ireland,
or perhaps it's a place you
love to visit on a regular
basis - you can help it
secure the coveted title of
one of Ireland's Greenest
Places.

The initiative which
has been launched by The
Irish Times, in association
with Electric Ireland, will
see each nominated place
judged on specific criteria
including its beneficial
environmental impact,
level of ongoing collec-
tive engagement by the
community and evidence
of behavioural change by
people.

To be in with a chance
to claim the title for your
place of choice, all you
have to do is write a short
submission - up to 300
words - explaining why
it's so special and the tan-
gible contribution it
makes to a genuinely
greener environment.

The Chair of the
Judging Panel, Irish
Times Features Editor
Mary Minihan said
they will be looking for
places which offer a
vision of a more sustain-
able future.

“We chose place
because it's a deliberately
broad term. People can
nominate a suburb, vil-
lage, town or community

GROUNDSMAN
IGARDENER

Charlev.llle e Estate.

iskerry, Co. Wicklow.

JOB DESCRIPTON:

¢ Gardener/Groundsman
¢ Full-time, Monday to Friday.

ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS:

¢ Garden machinery experience

¢ Ride on mower experience

° Spraying course desirable but not essential
* Must have full driving licence.

e 2 /3 years’ experience in similar

role preferable.

¢ Chain saw experience desirable but

not essential.

DUTIES:

¢ Grass cutting
* Hedge cutting
¢ Tree planting

* General garden maintenance

SALARY:

* Salary by negotiation.

Email CV to: >
Charlevillerecruitment123 @gmail. com

or post to: Senior Admin, Charleville,
Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow, A98V293.

such as a peninsula,
island or other distinct
area anywhere on the
island.

The key will be how it
measures up against the
criteria outlined above as
well of course as care for
nature and the local envi-
ronment. Over the next
four months our judges
will draw up shortlists
based on the submissions,
visit the front-runners,
choose winners in each
category and eventually
choose an overall winner.
We are looking forward so
much to hearing from
people from Wicklow and
all the other counties as
soon as possible to help
us identify Ireland's
Greenest Places 2025.”

Former Green Party
leader and Minister for the
Environment Eamon
Ryan, who is one of the
judges, said one of the key
objectives of the competi-
tion is to showcase the
contributions people and
communities are making
to a greener Ireland.

"We know that Irish
people care about climate
change and that they are
concerned about its effects
on their lives. We also
know that place-based
solutions deliver climate
actions that really work
because they are devel-
oped and underpinned by
community ownership.
With this initiative we
want to celebrate what's
happening in so many
locations around the coun-
try, share those learnings
as widely as possible and
encourage more people to
get involved in making
their community a better
place to live now and into
the future."

Electric Ireland's Lisa

Browne said the company
is proud to partner with
The Irish Times as the
sponsor of Ireland’s
Greenest Places.

“As a judge, I'm look-
ing forward to seeing the
wonderful stories come in
from communities around
Ireland and their journey
to a more sustainable life.
This partnership is the
perfect fit with our strate-
gy to empower customers
to live an all-electric life
and to help customers to
see how big or small
changes can make a real
difference.”

Anyone can enter by
writing a short pitch about
a place they believe is
contributing to a greener
environment and help-
ing to build climate

resilience. The judging
panel is looking forward
to a challenging summer
of deliberation with every
stage in the process docu-
mented on a regular basis
in The Irish Times.

Joining Mary Minihan,
Eamon Ryan and Lisa
Browne on the judging
panel will be Irish Times
Environment  Editor
Kevin O'Sullivan and
Senior Features Writer
Rosita Boland.

If you know a place in
Ireland that deserves
recognition for its contri-
bution to a greener future,
visit https://www.irish-
times.com/environ-
ment/2025/05/24/ire-
lands-greenest-places-
2025/ to submit your
nomination.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

Significant Information / Revised
Plans.

We, hereby give notice of the
submission of Significant Further
Information to Wicklow County
Council in relation to planning
application ref no: 24/60737 for
John & Jacinta Scannell, who
are applying for retention
permission at Raheengraney
House, Raheengraney, Clonegal,
Co. Wicklow. Y21 Y168. For
Retention Planning Permission to
include the following; -

a) Retention of a material change
of use to a previous single storey
agricultural outbuilding which has
been converted to an existing
commercial short-term letting
holiday home.

b) Retention of existing
commercial short-term letting as
constructed to include additional
access corridor extension, plant
room extension, 3 no. roof lights,
chimney flue and all external &
internal alterations and finishes.
c) Retention of foul water
connection to adjacent on-site
septic tank and percolation area
and retention of water connection
to adjacent on-site bored well
and all ancillary site works within
the curtilage of a Protected
Structure RPS Number 46-01 and
NIAH Number 16404601.
Significant further information /
revised plans have been
furnished to the planning authori-
ty in respect of the proposed
development and are available for
inspection or purchase at a fee
not exceeding the reasonable
cost of making a copy at the
offices of Wicklow County Council
during its public opening hours. A
submission or observations in
relation to the further information
or revised plans may be made in
writing to the planning authority
within the period of 2 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of
the revised notices. A submission
or observation must be
accompanied by the prescribed
fee except in the case of a person
or body who has already made a
submission or observation.

ATTENTION

Architects, Planners & Builders

Reach the widest readership for your planning
notices in County Wicklow with Wicklow Times

Call 01 286 9111 or email
paulme@localtlmes.le
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Tel: 087 367 0217

Fresh Fish from the trawlers of Kilmore Quay to your plate

Thefe is a fantastic catch of Wild Irish fish Just landed

Catch us in Greystones outside the Beach house in the morning
Thursday's only 7 till 2 - All large fish. That can be cut into chunky fillets.
© Cod * Hake ¢ Haddock e Plaice  Lemonsole ¢ Blacksole ¢ Johndorey
© Red mullet » Monkfish ¢ Ray e Turbot ¢ Tuna
Freshly made chowder with a mix of all the days catch.
 Scallops e Fresh Irish prawn tails in shell ® Wild peeled out of the
shell ® Wild mussels. ® Seabass  Salmon e Trout

Catch me in Greystones, outside the Beach

House from 7am - 2pm every Thursday.

Painting, drawing, sculpture, clay, print making, papier mache, and much more.
Two camps designed for different age groups, ages 5-9 and 10-14, nmning concurrently.
All camps include active outdoor break packed with games and sporis,
Classes taught by Louise Cherry, artist, photographer, teacher and mother

Camp 1: Wicklow Town  July Tth- Tith  %am - 12 noon
Cump 2 Wicklow Town  July Tth - Lith 1230 - 3.30pm
Camp 3:  Enmiskerry July 14th - 18th  9am - 12 noon
Camp4:  Enniskerry July 14ih - 18th 1230 - 3.30pm
East Glendabough School, Wicklow Town and The Schoolhouse for Art Enniskerry
Students shoald wear old clothes and bring a snuck, drink & pack lanch each day.
Costs €120 per camp - all art materials included. Sibling discounts offered.
Far more info visit www Jpnisecherry.com, Tel: 086 804 4747, emall: loabemcherry @ goafl com

KLos Summer Art Camps

® WICKLOW
Tim
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‘Ban them or cater for
them - but stop ignoring
illegally parked campervans’

Ireland South MEP Cynthia Ni Mhurchii, a leading member of the EU Tourism Taskforce, has
called on local authorities across Ireland to grant more planning permissions for facilities for
campervans or invest in municipal campervan parks where no private facilities exist.

Ni Mhurcht has
accused local auth-
orities of putting
their head in the
sand when it comes
to the regulation of,
and opportunity
provided by, camper
van tourism.

Ni Mhurcht says
that Ireland is way
behind the rest of
Europe when it
comes to facilities
for campervans.
According to Ni
Mhurcht it is lead-
ing to a situation
where campervans
are parking illegally
by our beaches and

Cynthia Ni Mhurchii MEP.

sewerage and where
are they getting
water and sanita-
tion?”

Camper van tou-
rists spend money in
the local restaurant,
the local shop and
buy groceries in the
local supermarket.
They are a valuable
part of our tourism
offering and we
should have specific
facilities that they can
use and stay in the
area.

Ni Mhurchtt emp-
hasised that she is
only advocating for
municipal facilities to

in public car parks
annoying local residents
in our coastal communi-
ties and causing friction.
“I would like to see
more planning permis-
sions given to camping
and caravan parks and
more supports for priv-
ate existing campsites.
Where no private facili-
ties exist, local authori-
ties should invest in mod-
ern basic facilities for
campervan tourists that
will allow them to dis-

HOME

pose of waste, have
showers, get water and
power. Charge them a
small fee for using these
municipal camper van
parks and reinvest that
money back into the
park.”

According to Ni
Mhurcht, illegally par-
ked campervans are an
eyesore at our beaches,
“Where are those
campervans dumping
their waste, grey water,

MAINTENANCE

NO JOB TOO SMALL
*Painting * Decorating
¢ Flat Pack Assemble & Fitted
¢ Windows & Glass Repair & Replace
¢ Doors & Lock Repairs ¢ Tiling
e Carpentry

Call or Email Graeme

L 085818 0713

2« Graemecallum1234@gmail.com

DAVE COPE
DRIVING
SCHOOL

COVERING DEANSGRANGE
AND WICKLOW TEST CENTRES
¢ Pre-test ¢ EDT ¢ Lessons
o Car Hire for test

T: 087 6701772
www.davecopedrivingschool.com

(=132 [m]
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LOCAL GLAZING SPECIALISTS

URBAN GLASS
& GLAZING

m Retro-fitting m Splash-backs
m Bespoke Showers m Mirrors
m Balustrades

URBANGLASS IE 10
+353 87719 4440 PLI0Y

with this advert

&
¢

2. PRIORITY

LANDSCAPING

Family run business since 1999

v"

* Garden Maintenance / Landscaping ® Fencing
e Tree Felling © Stump Removal © Tree Surgery
* Patios ® Paving ¢ Driveways ® Walling
Mobile: 085 191 9465
FREEPHONE: 1800 911 645
Email: prioritylandscaping.ie@gmail.com
www.prioritylandscaping.ie
Contact Pat for a free, no obligation quote

A&K GILLICK

CONTRACTING & LANDSCAPING
— COVERING WICKLOW ——

087 699 5864

be provided where
existing private campsites
do not exist. She will raise
the issue with EU Tourism
chief, EU Commissioner
Apostolos Tzitzikostas
when she meets with him
in July. She will ask the EU
Commissioner to consider
EU funding supports to
build these basic camper-
van facilities across Europe
so that we can encourage a
sustainable form of tourism
that will reap rewards for
coastal communities across

Ireland and the EU.
Campervan culture has
exploded since Covid as it
becomes an increasingly
popular way for Europeans
to holiday. Travelling by
road can be a more sus-
tainable approach to explo-
ration
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Daily
Gospels

Come to me all you who
are weary and I will give
you rest

God so loved the world
that he gave His only
son

Love thy neighbour as
thyself

I am the Bread of Life

There are many rooms
in my father’s house

If you love me keep my
commandments

Don’t immerse in a life
of pleasures.

LOUISE D’ARCY

PGA HEAD PROFESSIONAL
THE PRO SHOP @ WICKLOW GOLF CLUB

JUNIOR GOLF CAMPS |

For girls and boys at Wicklow Golf Club! |
With PGA Head Professional Louise D'Arcy,
over 30 years of coaching experience.

July Dates: Tue 15th to 17th Morning or Afternoon ;
Tue 29th to 31st Morning or Afternoon

AugDates:

MEMBERS & NON MEMBERS WELCOME!
CONTACT LOUISE TO BOOK YOUR PLACE

HAVE FUN
AND

[17.10]
GYMNASTICS

8

Tue 12th to 14th Morning or Afternoon |

€95;

ARGLL

Y

Vel

* Floor Gymnastics « Gymnastic Games
+ Mini Equipment - Qualified Coach - Garda Vetted

- Umt B} Bray, South Busmess Park, Bray.

£

y/Friday

Saturday/Sunday 10am-2pm
Age 3 to 14 years old
h St. Cohen'’s National School

Monday. Age 5 to 12 years old

Tel: 089 203 9210 (Piri)

PAINTING &
DECORATING

REASONABLE RATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

FREESQUOTERON

0i36=3612/651!

Gutters
Cleaned
& Sealed

Roof
Repairs

Call Richard: 087 348 8516

www.obriensroofingandguttering.ie

ANTO’S TREE
SERVICES

Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

Tel: 087 610 9128




- ﬁi' i.*- ’

ol gatn Y _ .'

j RS . " L ey _ ?, .

@hunmm

T8Cs apply

Unit 3, Bray Retail Park, Southern Cross Rd, Bray, Co. Wicklow, A98 W985



