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DELIVERED TO HOMES & BUSINESSES IN: SHANKILL, ENNISKERRY, BRAY, GREYSTONES, DELGANY, KILCOOLE, NEWCASTLE, KILQUADE, ASHFORD, KILPEDDER, NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY, KILMACANOGUE, LARAGH, MONEYSTOWN, ROUNDWOOD,
RATHNEW, WICKLOW, GLENEALY, BRITTAS BAY, AVOCA, WOODENBRIDGE, ARKLOW,  SHILLELAGH, TINAHELY, REDCROSS, BALLINACLASH, AUGHRIM, RATHDRUM, DONARD, DUNLAVIN, CARNEW, COOLATTIN, BALTINGLASS, BLESSINGTON.
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WE DELIVER! - for 36 years

The crisis in accessing disability supports for children has
reached breaking point in Wicklow, with public 
representatives from across the county condemning the
Government for failing to deliver timely Assessments of Need
(AON) and breaching legal obligations. 

Figures obtained this
month show that 854
children in East Wic-
klow and 1,692 in West
Wicklow/Kildare are
currently waiting for
assessments, a com-
bined total of over 2,500
children in Wicklow.
These assessments, req-
uired by law to be car-
ried out within six
months, are essential in
determining a child's
needs and securing
access to therapies and
education supports.

Social Democrats TD
Jennifer Whitmore rai-
sed the issue forcefully
in the Dáil last week,
saying the Govern-
ment's failure was leav-
ing children “in limbo”
and families in crisis.

“Each one of these
15,296 children on the
national waiting list rep-
resents a life on hold,”
she said. “In Wicklow,
that means more than
2,500 children caught in
a system that acknowl-
edges the problem but

refuses to fix it. These
are not just statistics,
these are families in cri-
sis due to years of gov-
ernment inaction.”

Whitmore warned
that even for children
who do receive an
AON, access to thera-
pies remains severely
delayed. She cited the
case of a young boy
diagnosed with autism
who now faces a four-
year wait for vital sup-
port. “These therapies
aren't optional, they are

essential,” she said.
“We're five months into
2025, and the HSE
expects that 25,000 chil-
dren will be on the wait-
ing list by year-end.
That is utterly unaccept-
able.”

Sinn Féin TD John
Brady,  chair  of  the
Public Accounts Com-
mit tee ,  accused the
Government of break-
ing the law.  “The
Disability Act clearly
states that a child must
receive an assessment
within six months. Yet
93% of  assessments
now breach that time-
frame,” he said. “That
is not just failure, it is
dereliction of duty.”

Brady said the sys-
tem is so broken that
families are now being
forced to fight “tooth
and nai l”  for  both
assessments  and the
services that follow.
“This is  a system in
crisis, one that is fail-
ing the very people
who rely on it most.”

He joined Whitmore
in praising the cour-
age of 14-year-old dis-
ability advocate Cara
Darmody, who held a
50-hour vigil outside
the Dái l  to  ra ise
awareness of the AON
crisis. “Cara is doing
more to highlight this
issue than the Gov-
ernment themselves.
Her  bravery should
shame those in power
into action.”

Sinn Féin TD
Fionntán Ó Súilleabháin,
who represents Wiclow-
Wexford, drew on his
34 years of experience
as a primary teacher in
special education to
describe the toll the
delays are taking on
families.

“This government
has failed the children
of Ireland yet again,” he
said. “The law requires
assessments within six
months, and they are
simply not happening.
The result is undue
stress on families and

The completion of the Great Sugarloaf Restoration Project was officially marked last week. See page 6.

delayed development
for children.”

Ó Súilleabháin said

the Wicklow/Kildare
HSE area now has
2,314 children waiting,

the highest figure out-
side Dublin. 

Continued on page 3
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ENDS
SATURDAY

COFFEE MORNING

Raffle on the day with fantastic prizes!

Join us at Moneystown Community Hall, A98 P9Y9
Sunday 1st June 2025 from 10:30am to 1:30pm 

for a warm and welcoming coffee morning 
in support of PWSAI (Prader-Willi Syndrome

Association Ireland)

Stella Leonard, Moneystown - who lives with Prader-Willi
Syndrome - a rare and complex genetic condition - has

received incredible support from PWSAI. This event is our
way of giving back and helping other families who rely

on their vital work.
Pop in for a cuppa, enjoy some fruit, cake and share in

the community spirit - all while supporting a great cause.

Lets make 
a difference

together.

We’d love to
see you 
there!
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Holy Rosary Soup &
Sandwiches 

Looking for somewhere different for lunch?
Then come along to Kilian House Family
Centre in Greystones on  Wednesday 28th May
for some good food in a friendly atmosphere.
From 12.15pm to 2pm. Suggested Donation
€7. Proceeds go to local charities.

Greystones Flower Club

The next meeting of Greystones Flower Club
will take place this Tuesday 27th May, 8pm,
The Evangelical Church Hall, Hillside Road,
Greystones. Demonstrators will be Ms Marie
Laird and Roisin Graham. Non- members very
welcome. €10 admission or €35 for yearly
membership. Tea/ Coffee served at end of
meeting. 

Pilgrim Walks 

Following the tradition of pilgrimage, a series
of walks has been organised for Saturday 31st
May to mark St. Kevin's Day in Glendalough.
Participants will walk towards Glendalough
following a choiceof 8 different routes which
will merge along the way with other walkers
from the same area.

Area A: Route 1 Glenmalure: Leader: Carmel
O'Toole 087 4165298; Route 2: Ballinabarney
/Greenane Leaders: Sean Dunne 086 8937650,
Jimmy Devitt 087 7832870. 

Area B: Route 3: Annamoe: Leader: Robbie
Carter 085 8118198; Route 4: Glenmacnass:
Leader: Ann Nolan 086 0851665

Area C: Route 5: Trooperstown Leader:
Andrew Doyle 086 8370088; Route 6: Clara
Vale Leader: Ann O Brien 085 1102220; Route

7: Rathdrum Leader:  Anne Savage 087
7936818

Area D: Route 8: Wicklow Gap Leader: Sr
Breda Ahearn 087 2446601.

If you're thinking of walking all you need to
do is to pick one of the routes and then contact
the group leader who will give you the details
on the routeís length,  start ing t ime,
location,etc. Each person will walk all or part
of their chosen route finishing with a ëgather-
ingí of walkers sharing refreshments at the
Hermitage Centre near St Kevinís Church,
Laragh after 2pm.

Team Stella Coffee Morning to support
families living with rare genetic disorder
Moneystown residents are rallying behind a local family this June Bank Holiday weekend as they host a special coffee morning to raise funds
for the Prader-Willi Syndrome Association of Ireland (PWSAI).

The Team Stella Coffee Morning will
take place on Sunday, 1st June at
Moneystown Community Hall, offer-
ing a chance to enjoy a warm cuppa,
meet friendly faces, and support a heart-
felt cause - all in aid of children and
families living with Prader-Willi
Syndrome (PWS).

PWS is a rare genetic condition
caused by missing or faulty genes on
chromosome 15. It affects around 100
people in Ireland and can lead to a range
of serious challenges, including constant
hunger, developmental delays, low mus-

cle tone, short stature, and behavioural
difficulties. While there is currently no
cure, early intervention and therapies
can significantly improve quality of life.

The organisers of the event are par-
ents from the Moneystown area whose
daughter, Stella, lives with PWS.

“She's the most amazing 8-year-old
little lady,” they said. “We're part of a
small but incredibly supportive commu-
nity, and we'd love to welcome people in
from near and far to be part of this spe-
cial day.”

Alongside coffee, cake and communi-

ty spirit, the day will feature a raffle
packed with fantastic prizes - from hotel
stays to family passes and beauty good-
ies.

Some of the Raffle Prizes Include:
• Tickets to see comedian Danny
O'Brien
• Vouchers for Boots, The Green Room
Florist, and King Hair
• Passes to Clara Lara, Beyond the
Trees, K2Alpacas, and Dublin Zoo
• Annual Pass to Powerscourt Gardens
• Overnight stays at the Celtic Ross
Hotel in West Cork and The Brehon

Hotel in Killarney
• An online cookery course with
Catherine Fulvio
• Plus many more local and national
prizes being added daily

Raffle tickets are available now via
WhatsApp or text to 086 348 7175, or
can be purchased on the day.

“It's our first ever Team Stella Coffee
Morning, and we're not quite sure where
to begin - but we know this community
always shows up,”  the organisers added.
“Every cuppa, every raffle ticket, and
every smile helps.”

Bray Dads Network announces Dads
& Kids Waterfight in People's Park

The Bray Dads Network is thrilled to announce a fun-filled Dads & Kids Waterfight event at
People's Park, Bray, on Sunday, June 1st, at 14:00. All dads and their children are invited to
join in this exciting community event designed to create lasting memories and strengthen
bonds through playful outdoor fun.

Participants are encouraged to
bring water pistols,  rolled-up
socks as reusable water balloons,
and a change of clothes for a
splashing good time. This family-
friendly event promises laughter,
friendly competition, and a great
opportunity for dads and kids to
connect with others in the Bray
area.

Speaking to Wicklow Times

the founder Ciaran Hogan said
“study after study has shown that
outdoor rough and tumble play is
fantastic for kids’ development;
they learn how to control them-

selves ,  how to  work together
with  others ,  general  learning
ability, and family cohesion.”

The Bray Dads Network is a
community group dedicated to
bringing dads and their children
together through fun, engaging,
and family-oriented activities in
Bray. The group was founded by
local Bray dad Ciaran Hogan in
October of last year.  The group
aims to build connections, create
memories, and support local dads
in their parenting journey.

Following the success of their
recent mini-hike to the top of

Bray Head,  the  Bray Dads
Network is  eager  to  keep the
momentum going. 

The Bray Dads  Network
warmly welcomes new members
to join their vibrant community.
Dads  in teres ted  in  get t ing
involved can connect through the
group 's  Facebook page or
WhatsApp group, where they can
stay updated on upcoming events
and activities.

For more information, please
contact the Bray Dads Network
via  thei r  Facebook page or
WhatsApp group.

Bray Dads Network members at their recent walk to the top of Bray Head.

LETTER TO  THE

EDITOR  

Sir,

As we know Brittas Bay is a magnet for thou-

sands of visitors year round including many

bathers. Some years ago I alerted Wicklow County

Council about the lack of adequate Life Buoys on

the beach.

This week I noted some of the Buoys are missing

or in need of Upgrading. This is a Safety issue that

needs to be addressed ahead of the high season!

Frank Khan

Dublin16

Recycled:
• Screened Soil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Soil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com
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Billions blown, no accountability 
PAC turns spotlight  on Government's costliest failures

Two of the country's largest public spending controversies - the soaring cost of the National
Children's Hospital and the rising bill for asylum seeker accommodation - are coming under
renewed scrutiny.

Sinn Féin TD and Chair of the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
John Brady confirmed last week
that the committee will begin a
formal investigation in June into
government spending on asylum
accommodation. The inquiry 
will  examine the performance 
and oversight of the International
Protection Accommodation Ser-
vice (IPAS), after it emerged that
more than €1 billion was spent in
2024 on housing International
Protection applicants,  a 54%
increase on the previous year.
Combined with accommodation
for Ukrainian refugees, total State
spending in this area hit €1.84 bil-
lion last year, with a current daily
cost averaging €5 million.

“This isn't  a marginal over-
spend, it's a runaway train,” Brady
said. “The government is throwing
money at a problem it has no plan
to solve, and communities across
the country, including here in
Wicklow, are bearing the brunt.”

He pointed to failures in the
processing system that leave appli-
cants stuck in high-cost accommo-
dation for far too long. “If applica-
tions aren't processed quickly, the
cost continues to rise, and it's the
taxpayer who pays the price.” He
also criticised the lack of trans-

parency in how accommodation
contracts are awarded. “In some
towns, the only hotel has been
taken over. This is affecting
tourism and local businesses, and
people are rightly asking who is
making these decisions and how.”

With Wicklow's tourism econo-
my and community balance under
pressure, Brady stressed the need
for clear communication and

financial transparency. “Our job in
the PAC is to follow the money
and ask the hard questions. We
need to know who's benefiting,
how decisions are being made, and
whether the public is getting value
for money.”

Meanwhile, in a fiery exchange
in the Dáil last week, Aontú leader
and Meath West TD Peadar Tóibín
criticised Tánaiste Simon Harris
over his past involvement with the
National Children's Hospital pro-
ject when he was Minister for
Health. The hospital, originally
expected to cost €700 million and
open in 2020, is now forecast to
exceed €2.2 billion in costs, with
no confirmed opening date. The
latest best-case estimate is June
2026, marking the 15th delay since
the project began.

Deputy Tóibín accused the
Tánaiste of denying responsibility
for the runaway costs: “Your fin-
gerprints are all over the additional
€1.5 billion. That money could
have built over 4,000 homes and
housed more people than are cur-
rently homeless in Ireland today,”
he said. He claimed that the origi-
nal contract was poorly designed
and lacked proper oversight, com-
paring the Tánaiste's evasiveness
to “an estate agent trying to sell an

Chair of the Public Accounts
Committee, John Brady TD.

‘SHOCKING AND UNBELIEVABLE’Wicklow left exposed by
falling Garda numbers

Wicklow Aontú representative Ciarán Hogan has raised fresh concerns about the state of
policing in Ireland, citing alarming figures showing Garda numbers in freefall and dozens of
rural stations left unmanned. In a statement issued this week, Hogan highlighted what he
called an “unsustainable” situation in the Wicklow-Wexford district and blamed long-term
government policy and leadership failures for leaving communities underprotected and 
frontline gardaí demoralised.

overpriced hospital to an increas-
ingly angry public.”

Speaking locally, Aontú repre-
sentative for Wicklow, Ciarán
Hogan, added his voice to the
growing anger, describing the situ-
ation as “both immoral and scan-
dalous.”

“I want to make it clear the
shame should be cast not only on

Mr Harris, but on the entire Fine
Gael apparatus that allowed this
level of incompetence to 'fail
upwards' for so long. Every Fine
Gael minister and councillor
should carry the shame of an
organisation that burned through
billions of taxpayer money -
money that could have gone into
housing, healthcare and the public

services we don't have today.
“I hope this comes as a wake-up

call to the people of Ireland, who
rightfully demand an immediate
and decisive change in their coun-
try's leadership. I struggle to see
the difference between this level of
incompetence and a hostile enemy,
it is indistinguishable from mal-
ice.”

In December 2023,
then-Minister for Justice
Helen McEntee defended
herself against a vote of
no confidence, triggered
in part by the riots and
looting that had rocked
Dublin just weeks earli-
er. Speaking in the Dáil,
Aontú leader Peadar
Tóibín stated:   “The
number of  gardaí  has
fal len since Helen
McEntee became Min-
ister for Justice, while
Garda morale has col-
lapsed.”

He also highlighted
that Garda recruitment
had reached an all-time
low and that assaults on
gardaí were now a daily
occurrence. Earlier that
year,  amid a cris is  of
declining Garda num-
bers, Minister McEntee
stood by Garda Com-
missioner Drew Harris,
even after rank-and-file
gardaí delivered a 98.7%
vote of no confidence in
his leadership.

Figures released last
week to Deputy Tóibín
reveal that Garda num-
bers have continued to
decline, with many new
recruits leaving the force

within five years. This
surge in early departures
can be traced back to
Commissioner Harris's
appointment in 2018. In
the years prior (2016-
2017), only around 10
officers exited annually.
But by 2018, that num-
ber had nearly tripled to
26, rising to 41 in 2019
and peaking at  68 
in 2023-a sevenfold
increase. 

Over the past decade,
more than 400 gardaí
have left  the service
within five years of join-
ing, with only a small
number leaving due to
dismissals or death.

Aontú research further
shows the force has
shrunk significantly over
four years:
• 2021: 388 left, 148
joined
• 2022: 449 left, 370
joined
• 2023: 488 left, 388
joined
• 2024: 382 left, 599
joined

High turnover has
resulted in a critical loss
of on-the-beat experience,
vital for solving crimes
and progressing investiga-

tions. Unsurp-risingly,
morale remains low.
During a recruitment
drive in Dublin in 2024, a
South Australian police
chief inspector described
the interest from Irish gar-
daí in transferring abroad
as “overwhelming.”

In the wake of the 2023
riots and the no-confi-
dence vote, efforts were
made to increase Garda
visibility in Dublin.
However, with overall
numbers still falling, this
redeployment appears to
have hollowed out rural
policing.

In the Dáil ,  Deputy
Tóibín recently pressed
Minister for Justice Jim
O'Callaghan on the
issue.  The minister
admitted that “56 Garda
stations are, according to
Garda f igures,  unma-
nned.”

Tóibín responded:
“Euphemisms and mar-
keting bumf are no
replacement for a com-
munity Garda stat ion.
The biggest  disaster
affecting towns and vil-
lages across the country
are zombie Garda sta-
tions; 56 stations with no

Garda assigned. They are
practically closed in all
but name. And when the
Government claims to be
providing 'community
bespoke vehicles', they
should be charged with
the crime of abusing the
English language.”

A Freedom of Inf-
ormation request submit-
ted by local  Aontú
activist  Ciarán Hogan
revealed that  just  81
sergeants and 505 gardaí
are tasked with covering
24-hour shifts across the
entire Wicklow-Wexford
district - serving a popu-
lation of 320,000.

Speaking to the
Wicklow Times, Ciarán
Hogan said: “I have fam-
ily in the Garda. I know
how hard it is - the shift
work, late nights, end-
less paperwork, and on
top of that, the danger-
ous individuals  they
often face.  The Gov-
ernment doesn't respect
or  support  our gardaí
properly. I can't blame
the many who've left for
better conditions else-
where. But we urgently
need to fix this unsus-
tainable situation.”

Continued from page 1 

He highlighted heartbreaking local cases, includ-
ing one 10-year-old boy who waited seven years for
an AON, forcing his parents to pay privately for an
ASD diagnosis. The boy, who also needs a device to
communicate, is still waiting for that basic support.

In another case, he described a mother in
Wicklow with two sons, one of whom regularly lash-
es out in frustration. “The older boy is afraid to come
downstairs, and the mother is terrified of the impact
this will have on his mental health,” he said.

Ó Súilleabháin condemned the Government for
spending €8 million fighting parents in court over
the AON process while failing to implement the

EPSEN Act 2004, which was intended to ensure
educational supports for children with special needs.

“This is not good enough. It's shocking and unbe-
lievable,” he said. “Now, in a cynical move, the
Government is trying to change the law instead of
following it. Sinn Féin will continue to fight for our
children until they get the assessments and support
they need and deserve.”

All three TDs have united in demanding urgent
action, compliance with the law, and proper invest-
ment in children's disability services.

“This is not just a policy failure,” Deputy
Whitmore said. “It's a failure of political will. These
families deserve more than words, they deserve
action.”

Deputy John Brady and fourteen year old disability campaigner Cara Darmody outside
Leinster House.

ARMY RIFLE RANGES 

WARNING
If you are walking in the countryside

do not walk onto any of the

Military Firing Ranges

as you could be in

GREAT DANGER

at all times from unexploded shells and

other dangerous ammunition 

RED FLAGS indicate LIVE FIRING

Watch out for the warning signs  

AND TAKE CARE!

RAONTA RAIDHFILÍ AN AIRM 

FOLÁIREAMH
Má bhíonn tú ag siúl faoin tuath, 

ná siúil isteach i gceann ar bith de na 
Raonta Lámhaigh Míleata 
mar d’fhéadfá a bheith i

nDEARG-BHAOL
i gcónaí de bharr sliogáin 

neamhphléasctha agus armlón 
contúirteach eile 

Is ionann BRATACHA DEARGA 
agus BEO-LÁMHACH

Bí ag faire do na comharthaí foláirimh  
AGUS BÍ AR d’AIRDEALL!
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Council launches new 
climate mitigation measures
Wicklow County Council is excited to announce the launch of two major climate mitigation initiatives aimed at
enhancing sustainable transport and reducing operational emissions. These projects represent significant progress in
the Council's Climate Action Plan and its commitment to a greener, cleaner future.

MOBY E-Bike Sharing
Scheme Expands to

Greystones

In partnership with
MOBY, Wicklow County
Council will officially
launch a public e-bike
sharing scheme in the
Greystones Municipal
District on Monday, 26th
May 2025. This initiative
brings 100 electric bikes
to over 30 key locations
across Greystones, includ-
ing Delgany and Kill-
incarrig. The scheme is
designed to provide resi-
dents and visitors with a
convenient, affordable,
and sustainable trans-
portation alternative. 

The e-bike stations are

strategically located to
connect town centres,
public transport links,
schools, sports centres,
tourist attractions and res-
idential communities.
Riders can rent and return
e-bikes at designated bike
stands or virtual parking
locations indicated in the
MOBY MOVE app.

Importantly, this sch-
eme integrates with the
existing network in Bray,
allowing seamless travel
between the two towns
and encouraging more
people to choose active
low-carbon transportation.
MOBY's e-bikes are
equipped with automatic
gearing, anti-theft GPS
tracking, and a long-last-

ing battery with a range of
up to 70 km, making them
suitable for both commut-
ing and leisure activities. 

The service will oper-
ate 24/7 with flexible pric-
ing options, including
pay-per-use. To celebrate
the launch, Wicklow
County Council and
MOBY will offer free ride
passes throughout June,
encouraging the public to
try the service. There are
also plans to expand a
similar scheme to Arklow,
Wicklow Town, and
Blessington in the near
future.

Green Party Councillor
Lourda Scott has wel-
comed the official launch
of the Moby e-bike shar-

(L to R): Andrew Richardson (Dublin Grass Machinery), Julie Sammiller (Community Climate Action Programme), Ruairi O'Hanlon (Capital Delivery Engineer), Graham Cullen (District Engineer) Keith
Byrne, Aadarsh Das (Moby E-Mobility Bikes), Marc Devereux (Director of Services, Wicklow County Council), Mark Costello (Climate Action Coordinator) and Theresa O'Brien (Director of Services,
Wicklow County Council), with Cllr. Tom Fortune (Cathaoirleach of Greystones Municipal District) and Councillors Erica Doyle, Louise Fenelon Gaskin, Orla Finn, Stephen Stokes, Lourda Scott and Mark
Barry.

Mark Costello and Julie Sammiller (Climate Action Team Wicklow County Council) with Aadarsh
Das (Moby) and Cathaoirleach of the Greystones Municipal District Cllr. Tom Fortune. 

Cathaoirleach of the Greystones Municipal District Cllr. Tom Fortune,
Greystones Municipal District Engineers Graham Cullen and Rory
O'Hanlon with the Greystones Municipal District Maintenance team at the
launch of Moby E-Mobility Bike Scheme & EV Green Machine Mower in
Burnaby Park.

ing scheme in Grey-
stones.

The launch marks the
culmination of over two
years of work following a
motion tabled by Cllr
Scott, which received full
support from Wicklow
County Council. Since
then, Cllr Scott has been
working persistently in
the background with offi-
cials to ensure Greystones
would be the first to be
included in the phased
roll-out of the scheme.

Speaking ahead of the
launch, Cllr Scott said:
“This is a really posit-
ive development for
Greystones and I’m proud
to see it become a reality
after two years of sus-

tained dialogue with the
Council. When I first
brought this motion to
council, I made the case
that Greystones residents
need more transport
options, particularly given
the hilly nature of the
area and the pressure on
car parking and traffic.
These e-bikes are easy to
use, environmentally
friendly, and a great alter-
native for short local jour-
neys. They also offer visi-
tors a new and enjoyable
way to explore our town
and surrounding areas.

“I’ve been contacted
many times by residents
asking when the bikes
would arrive, so I know
there is real interest and
demand. This is a very
welcome option for peo-
ple who may not be regu-
lar cyclists or who find
the hills challenging. I
will continue to monitor
the scheme closely and
work with the provider
and council officials 
to ensure it operates
smoothly and is well-
used.” 

Decarbonising Council
Operations with Electric

Mowers

Wicklow County
Council has also rolled
out three 100% electric
Mean Green mowers in
the Greystones, Bray and
Baltinglass Municipal
Districts. These electric
mowers, supplied by
Dublin Grass Machinery
mark a significant step
forward in reducing emis-
sions from public realm
maintenance.

Traditional petrol
mowers are noisy, require
high maintenance, and
emit high levels of car-

bon. In contrast, Mean
Green Electric Mowers
produce zero emissions,
require less maintenance,
and operate with lower
noise and vibration levels
- making them safer and
more comfortable for
operators. Notably, petrol
ride-on mowers can emit
up to 30 times more pollu-
tion than a car, making
this transition crucial for
improving local air quali-
ty and supporting climate
action. 

The electric mowers
also eliminate the need for
fuel storage and reduce
servicing waste, providing
both environmental and
operational advantages.

A Step Towards a
Greener Future

These initiatives align
closely with Wicklow
County Council’s Climate
Action Plan and the
National Sustainable
Mobility Policy. They
demonstrate a practical,
c o m m u n i t y - f o c u s e d
approach to reducing
emissions and enhancing
the quality of life through-
out the county. 

Cathaoirleach of Grey-
stones Municipal District
Cllr. Tom Fortune, wel-
comed these develop-

ments, stating: “We are
delighted to introduce
these climate mitig-
ation measures in the
Greystones Municipal
District. MOBY's innova-
tive e-bike sharing sch-
eme will enhance connec-
tivity, reduce traffic con-
gestion, and support our
long-term goals for sus-
tainable travel. The new
electric mowers will also
make a visible difference
in places like Burnaby
Park, where residents and
visitors can enjoy a clean-
er and quieter environ-
ment.” 

Emer O'Gorman, Chief
Executive of Wicklow
County Council, added:
“The launch of the
MOBY e-bike scheme
and Mean Green Electric
Mowers reflects our
ongoing commitment to
climate action and sus-
tainable transport. These
initiatives are part of a
county-wide effort to
meet climate targets and
improve the well-being of
our communities. Thro-
ugh collaboration between
our Municipal Districts,
Active Travel Team and
Climate Action Team, we
are driving real change at
the local level.” 

Theresa O'Brien, Dir-
ector of Service for

Climate, Environment,
Recreation and Amenity,
commented: “These pro-
jects are a tangible exam-
ple of how local govern-
ment can lead by example
in reducing emissions and
promoting low-carbon
lifestyles. By investing in
clean technologiesólike
electric mowers - and pro-
viding public access to
active travel options such
as e-bikes, we are not
only reducing our opera-
tional footprint but also
empowering our commu-
nities to engage in climate
action. These are the
kinds of practical, scal-
able solutions we need to
implement across the
board to build a resilient,
climate-friendly future for
County Wicklow.” 

Thomas O'Connell,
CEO and Founder of
MOBY, expressed his
enthusiasm: “We're excit-
ed to launch our Grey-
stones e-bike scheme,
offering a smart mobility
solution that provides a
real alternative to private
car use. Our experience
operating similar schemes
around Ireland ensures we
can meet the unique needs
of the Greystones commu-
nity with a high-quality,
accessible, and sustain-
able service.” 
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Cllr Paul O'Brien &and Cllr Stephen Stokes at the Great Sugarloaf.

Great Sugarloaf Restoration
Project officially opened

On Wednesday, 21st May, Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council Cllr. Paul O'Brien officially opened the
Great Sugarloaf Restoration Project. He was joined by the Cathaoirleach of Bray Municipal District Cllr.
Dermot O'Brien, Director of Services for Wicklow County Council's CERA department Theresa O'Brien, Bray
Municipal District Manager. 

Lorraine Gallagher,
CEO of County Wicklow
Partnership Brian Carty,
elected members, stake-
holders and members of
the public. 

Over time, erosion and
overuse had damaged the
popular trail on the moun-
tain and its surrounding
habitat. The ambitious
path restoration works,
which commenced in

early 2024 have now 
been completed. These
works included screening
reports, helicopter airlifts
of materials, hand-pitched
path restoration, drai-
nage improvements and
replanting of the lower
section of the mountain.
These efforts will now
encourage habitat devel-
opment and recovery, pro-
viding a stepped trail and

a designated safer route
for users ascending and
descending the mountain. 

Funding for this project
was provided by the
Department of Rural and
Community Develop-
ment under the Outdoor
Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme (ORIS), with
Matching Funds from
Wicklow County Council.
A key priority of the

scheme is to promote out-
door activity tourism as
part of a long-term 
vision for sustainable
rural development in
Ireland. The Sugarloaf
Mountain lies along the
route of the Sugarloaf
Way, which will eventual-
ly connect Bray Head to
the Wicklow Way and
other trails in the
Wicklow Mountains. 

Officially opening the
trail, Cathaoirleach Cllr.
Paul O'Brien noted, “This
iconic mountain in
County Wicklow is one of
our most visited peaks,
attracting over 1,000 visi-
tors weekly throughout
the year. We can now
expect both locals and
many visitors to enjoy an
improved outdoor exp-
erience around the
Sugarloaf, whether they
come to the car park to
admire the mountain,
have a picnic, or climb to
the top for magnificent
views over County
Dublin, County Wicklow
and beyond the Irish Sea
to the mountains of
Wales. Today, I think it is
fitting to say: never mea-
sure the height of a moun-
tain until you reach the
top.”  

Cathaoirleach of Bray
Municipal District Cllr.
Dermot O'Brien also
spoke at the event, stat-
ing, “What's remarkable
about this project is that
investing in the land is
ultimately investing in the
people. Upgrading this
iconic mountain trail is
not just about restoration;
it's about renewing the
relationship between peo-
ple and place and restor-
ing the paths without los-
ing the poetry. The
Wicklow Trails App rep-
resents a fusion of her-
itage and technology,
ensuring that this process
balances protection with
participation.” 

Emer O'Gorman, Chief
Executive of Wicklow
County Council, added,
“We are grateful to the
Department for their
funding and support,
which enables us to com-
plete this and many other

Members of the County Council, the County Wicklow Partnership, the Trail Breaker team, the Wicklow Local Sports
Partnership and local representatives with Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council Paul O'Brien at the opening of Sugarloaf
Restoration Project and launch of the Wicklow Trails app.

Aisling Hubbard, Carol Coad, Aaron Byrne, Bernie Byrne and Helen Lawless with the Trail Breaker
Team at the opening of Sugarloaf Restoration Project and launch of the Wicklow Trails app. 

outdoor recreation pro-
jects. The project was 
a joint effort betw-
een Wicklow County
Council's Outdoor Recre-
ation staff and Bray MD,
with stakeholders and
landowners that took 
part in consultations and
the expert contractors
who completed the wo-
rks, requiring a specific
skillset for mountain path
restoration.” 

Theresa O'Brien, Dir-
ector of Services, noted at
the opening, “This and all
our other ORIS projects
can be completed suc-
cessfully thanks to our
outdoor recreation staff,
who work collaboratively
with landowners and con-
tractors to ensure these
amenities meet the high-
est standards for outdoor
recreation. Howie Miller
from Trailbreakers in
Wicklow, and contractors
Matt McConway and
Frank McMahon and
crews, have created a
showcase site for tradi-
tional path construction
techniques in the Leinster
region. By training new
contractors during this
project, they have also
contributed to building

local capacity for future
outdoor projects.” 

Aaron Byrne, Rural
Recreation Officer, emp-
hasised, “The Sugarloaf
project demonstrates how
restoration and recreation
can work hand in hand. It
aims to align the finite
capacity of the environ-
ment with the increasing
number of recreational
users in our mountains,
benefiting both the moun-
tain and its visitors.” 

Wicklow Sports &
Recreation Partnership
Aisling Hubbard, who
launched the Wicklow
Trails App, noted, “This
App is a one stop shop for
all the trails information
around Wicklow. The
interaction with the App
to date has been really
impressive and we hope it
will help people explore
even more trails through-
out Wicklow and discover
hidden gems along the
way.” 

Cllr Stephen Stokes
stated: "The Great Sug-
arloaf is a treasured part
of Wicklow's landscape
and identity. This restora-
tion project ensures that
the mountain is protected
while enhancing the 

visitor experience. The
Wicklow Trails App, is a
fantastic tool for both
locals and tourists to
explore our county's
breath-taking walks, and
to do so safely and sus-
tainably.

"Of particular interest is
that 20% of visitors are
viewing the website from
a desktop. This indicates
that people are planning
their journeys in advance.
Part of the goal with the
app is to encourage walk-
ers to consider alternative
trails, which encourages
tourism right across
County Wicklow rather
than a few key sites. This
is a wonderful day for
County Wicklow. Not
only have we preserved a
vital part of our natural
heritage at the Great
Sugarloaf, but we are 
also embracing technolo-
gy to promote responsible 
outdoor recreation. The
Wic-klow Trails Appwill
empower users and enc-
ourage more people to dis-
cover the beauty of our
county."

The Wicklow Trails
App can be downlo-
aded from www.wicklow-
trails.ie

CEO of CWP Brian Carty, Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council Paul
O'Brien and Chairperson of CWP Board Liz Wall.
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Pictured are Shay Reid and Drew Kavanagh from Ballinastoe. They
were competing in the Under 8 boys 200m at the Roundwood qualifiers
for this year's Community Games.

Aontú slams Government for
revoking 4,000 deportation orders
Aontú has accused the government of undermining Ireland's asylum system after new figures revealed that nearly
4,000 deportation orders have been overturned in the past decade. Wicklow Aontú representative Ciarán Hogan and
party leader Peadar Tóibín highlighted the scale of the revocations, revealed through parliamentary questions, as 
evidence of what they call a “chaotic” and “unsustainable” system, further exacerbated by a tripling of family 
reunification applications and skyrocketing costs to the state.

Between 2015 and 2024,
thousands of deportation
orders were officially
revoked by successive
Ministers for Justice,
including over 1,000 under
Simon Harris during his
tenure as acting minister
between 2022 and mid-
2023.

The figures, uncovered
through a parliamentary
question from Aontú leader
Peadar Tóibín, show that
deportation orders, issued
only after failed applica-
tions and appeals, are being
routinely overturned,
allowing rejected appli-
cants to remain in Ireland.

This issue is compound-
ed by a major rise in family
reunification approvals. A
separate parliamentary
question from Independent
TD Carol Nolan revealed
that family reunification
approvals for asylum seek-
ers have more than tripled
since 2019. Though the
State does not record how
many individuals each
approval covers, previous
data suggests an average 
of three family members 
per applicant, potentially
adding thousands more
arrivals annually.

Highlighting the contra-
dictions in the system,
Hogan and Tóibín pointed
to a much-publicised
deportation flight earlier

this year that removed 127
individuals, only for the
same number of deporta-
tion orders to be overturned
since January.

The financial burden is
also growing rapidly. The
State is now spending an
estimated €1.2 billion
annually on asylum accom-
modation, amounting to
€36,000 per asylum seeker
per year, or roughly €100
per day.

“That figure has bal-
looned, it's now ten times
the 2019 total,” said
Deputy Tóibín.

“The government is pay-
ing hotel rates for long-
term accommodation. This
has led to a massive 
transfer of wealth, nearly
€4 billion, to private
providers.”

Speaking to the
Wicklow Times, local
Aontú representative
Ciarán Hogan said:

“The whole asylum pro-
cess is complete chaos. We
want a fair and just system
that is strictly enforced. But
at the moment, it's anything
but. Delays of years, end-
less appeals, judicial
reviews-and even after all
that, deportation orders are
wiped. That gives people
with no right to be here
open access to our streets,
services, and communi-
ties.”

Outside the Dáil, Tóibín
concluded: “The govern-
ment is trying to look tough
on immigration, but the
truth is they've gone com-
pletely soft. Their actions
don't match their rhetoric.”

Deportation Orders Revoked by Year:

2015 - 481
2016 - 360
2017 - 163
2018 - 318
2019 - 340
2020 - 301
2021 - 232
2022 - 586
2023 - 416
2024 - 524

2025 (to date) - 127
Total: 3,741

Family Reunification Approvals:

2019: 265
2024: 983

(Each application may cover multiple
individuals; previous figures suggest ~

3 people per applicant.)

Estimated Cost of Asylum Accommodation:

€1.2 billion per year
€36,000 per asylum seeker annually

(€100/day)
Tenfold increase since 2019

Total ~ €4 billion transferred to private 
accommodation providers in recent years

Peadar Toibin TD (left) and Ciaran Hogan
(right), Aontu. 

Timmins meets
with Herbert Road

campaigners 
Proposed closure raised directly with Taoiseach 

Following his recent Dail contribution to the Taoiseach on the matter,
last week Edward Timmins TD met with Herbert Road campaigners.

Speaking from outside
Kilbride Church Herbert
Road Bray, Deputy
Timmins stated: I 'm
delighted to be here in
Bray this evening.
Herbert  Road is an
essential route for resi-
dents,  emergency ser-
vices, and local business-
es. The closure of this
junction will  create sig-
nificant congestion in
North Wicklow. Closing
Herbert  Road and
improving the bus corri-
dor shouldn't be mutually
exclusive. 

“A more balanced
approach would be to
terminate the southbound
bus lane before the
Herbert Road junction,
relieving traffic conges-
tion without cutting off
this vital access point for
emergency services.”

Regarding bus con-

nects Deputy Timmins
remarked: “As a result of
bus connects, the recent
loss of the 145 bus which
served many estates on
or near Herbert Road is
causing significant hard-
ship for elderly residents
- for example, residents
in this area  who once
had a direct  bus to

Loughlinstown Hospital
now must swap buses, or
walk often unsuitable
distances to the new E1
bus stops.”

Deputy Timmins ques-
tioned: “First it's the bus,
and now it 's  the road.
What next Taoiseach?”

Deputy Timmins con-
cluded: “In Dáil Eireann,
I explained to the
Taoiseach sustainable
investment in rail infras-
tructure is  the most
effective long-term solu-
tion for this area.
Extending the DART to
Wicklow Town and fast-
tracking the Luas Green
Line extension to Bray
and Fassaroe would pro-
vide reliable, efficient
alternatives to car travel
and reduce pressure on
the N11. It's time  to sup-
port the entire communi-
ty of Bray.”

Edward Timmind TD.
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Brady backs Rathnew 'Save
The Donkeys’ campaign

Sinn Fein TD for Wicklow John Brady has lent his full support to the Save The Donkeys Rathnew campaign, following
a visit to meet with owners of Wags and Trey, Gerry, and Sandra. The couple, who have been caring for several rescue
donkeys, are currently experiencing difficulties stemming from what appear to be minor and bureaucratic issues with
Donkey Sanctuary Ireland. 

Speaking after the
visit, Deputy Brady said:
“I had the opportunity
today to visit Gerry and
Sandra at their home in
Rathnew, where they
have been looking after
three rescued donkeys in
immaculate conditions.
Their dedication to the
animals is absolutely
clear ñ the donkeys are
part of their family, and
it 's evident how much
love and care they put
into looking after them.” 

Deputy Brady was
joined by local Sinn Féin
representative, Anthony
Hill for the visit, during
which both listened to the
couple outline the chal-

lenges they are currently
facing.

“The issues raised
seem to be minor bureau-
cratic and could be
resolved with a bit of
common sense and good
will,” Brady continued.
“While no one disputes
the importance of uphold-
ing animal welfare stan-
dards, these donkeys are
clearly well loved and
looked after. People were
constantly calling by to
visit them while we were
there, and car after 
car beeped in support of
the campaign as they
passed.” 

Brady urged others to
get behind the campaign

and to show support for
Gerry and Sandra's
efforts. 

“I would encourage
anyone who cares about
animal welfare, or who
believes in community
spirit, to find out more
about the Save The
Donkeys Rathnew cam-
paign on Facebook. These
donkeys are loved and
cherished by Gerry,
Sandra, their family, and
the wider community -
and their care should not
be undermined by red
tape. I sincerely hope that
common sense will pre-
vail, and that Wags and
Trey can stay in their lov-
ing home.” 

Deputy John Brady and Gerry Kinsella with Donkeys Wags Trey.

National Heritage Funding for Wicklow projects

These grants  wil l
enable local communi-
ties to conserve and cele-
brate Ireland’s built, cul-
tural,  and natural her-
itage. The allocation fol-
lows a national call for
applications in February,
which attracted hundreds
of proposals from her-
itage groups, volunteers,
and community organisa-
tions across the country. 

The funding recipients
for Wicklow are as fol-
lows: 
•  Golden Eagle Trust ,
€15,192 (Across multi-
ple counties)
• Castletimon Graveyard
Committee, €9,225
• ReWild Wicklow,
€20,000

• The Alfred Beit
Foundation, €22,454
• St Saviour's Church,
€25,000
• Wicklow Uplands
Council, €17,491

The €25,000 awarded
to St Saviour's Church
will support its work St.
Saviour's Church Bells
Restoration Project. This
initiative will see the his-
toric Arklow church,
designed by Sir Arthur
Blomfield, undergo es-
sential restoration to pre-
serve its structure and
rare bells, which have
served the community
for 125 years.

Several funded initia-
tives will operate across
Ireland. These include

Bat Conservation
Ireland, which has been
awarded €15,583 for the
second phase of  i ts
"Gardening for  Bats"
project ;  the Royal
Dublin Society, receiving
€19,491 for the preser-
vation, digitisation, and
cataloguing of the Law-
rence Steele Egyptology
Collection; and the Irish
Street Arts, Circus and
Spectacle Network, wh-
ich has been granted
€22,525 for its project
on the oral histories of
Irish show people.

Projects  l ike these
reflect the wide range of
initiatives supported by
the scheme - from safe-
guarding historic struc-

tures to researching local
heritage, restoring habi-
tats, and building biodi-
versity expertise within
communities. A full list
of  funded projects  is
available from here. 

All  funded projects
can begin work immedi-
ately and are expected to
be completed by the end
of the year.  Previous
recipients in Wicklow
have used this funding to
restore architectural fea-
tures,  digi t ise local
archives, and carry out
conservation training -
strengthening both the
preservation of heritage
and the local economy. 

Tánaiste Simon Harris
said:  “These awards
reflect the strong com-
mitment of  Wicklow
communities to preserv-
ing their local heritage
and environment. From
historic churchyards to

our unique natural wood-
lands, these projects are
deeply rooted in our
identity as Wicklow peo-
ple and our children's
future. It's great to see a
balance between tradi-
t ion and innovation,
especial ly in projects
like the wool heritage
initiative, which looks to
the past to shape a more
sustainable tomorrow. I
am grateful for the work
that went into to deliver-
ing these awards, from
the local communities to
the local  Fine Gael
Councillors in Wicklow
and more. This support
highlights once again the
crucial role of communi-
ty life in making these
projects possible.”  

Minister of State for
Nature,  Heri tage and
Biodiversity, Christopher
O'Sul l ivan TD,  sa id :
“Community groups and

heritage organisations
do incredible work in
preserving and our natu-
ral ,  cul tural  and buil t
heritage for generations
to come. From conserv-
ing his toric  bui ldings
and graveyards, to digi-
tising archives, restoring
monuments ,  and pro-
mot ing biodivers i ty,
these initiatives ensure
that Ireland's unique sto-
r ies ,  t radi t ions ,  and
places are protected for
future generations. I am
inspired by the creat-
ivity and commitment
shown by groups across
the country, and proud
that this scheme contin-
ues  to  empower  local
communi t ies  to  safe-
guard our heritage in all
its forms."  

Dr. Martina Moloney,
Chairperson of  the
Heritage Council added:
“The Heritage Council

is committed to empow-
ering communities and
ensuring that our shared
her i tage  is  preserved
and celebrated by all .
This  scheme ref lec ts
that commitment, sup-
porting a diverse range
of projects - from con-
servat ion and ski l l s
training to research and
interpre ta t ion -  tha t
might  not  o therwise
receive funding.  Ini t -
ia t ives  l ike  the  Trad-
itional Farm Buildings
Scheme, Adopt a Mon-
ument, and Heritage in
Schools show how local
engagement and nation-
al support can combine
to deliver real, lasting
benef i t s .  The  Comm-
uni ty  Her i tage  Grant
Scheme is a vital part of
this approach, helping
communi t ies  across
I re land  pro tec t  the
places, stories, and tra-

ditions that matter most
to  them.” Virginia
Teehan, Chief Executive
of the Her-itage Council,
remarked: “Through the
Com-munity Heritage
Grant Scheme, we are
proud to support the work
of local groups who care
deeply about their her-
itage and who are taking
meaningful action to pro-
tect and promote it.
Whether it's restoring a
local landmark, recording
oral histories, or creating
habitats for biodiversity,
these projects have a tan-
gible and lasting impact.
They strengthen local
identity, drive tourism,
and create opportunities
for learning, connection,
and employment. We see
time and again how this
scheme brings people
together and builds pride
o f  p l ace  across  the
country.”

Six projects in Wicklow have secured a total of €96,068 in funding
under the Heritage Councilís 2025 Community Heritage Grant
Scheme.  The Heritage Council is distributing more than €1.9 million
through the Scheme this year to support 132 heritage initiatives
across Ireland.

More than €440,000 for four
marine infrastructure projects

Sheena and Henry Cullen at the Wicklow Rugby Club Dinner Dance in the Arklow Bay Hotel. 

Minister of State for Fisheries and the Marine Timmy Dooley, TD, has announced the 
allocation of funding of €4.33 million for 57 local authority projects across eleven coastal local
authorities.

The funding will assist the
coastal local authorities in the
maintenance and development of
fishery and aquaculture linked
marine infrastructure in their own-
ership. 

Commenting on the importance
of the investment, Minister for
Agriculture, Food and the Marine,
Martin Heydon, TD, said: “This
yearís package of €4.33 million is
the largest allocation to the Local
Authority Marine Infrastructure
Scheme outside of the BALAMI
Scheme, and it will improve the
facilities and amenities for the
wider marine community in these
often rural coastal areas, with posi-
tive knock on-effects for fishers,
tourism and local economies. This
investment demonstrates the
Government’s ongoing commit-
ment to rural and coastal Ireland.”

Minister Dooley commented:
“This Government has vowed to
invest in our State Fishery Harbour
Centres and public marine infras-
tructure. I am delighted, therefore,
to announce allocation of €4.33
million to 11 local authorities,
which will fund 57 projects sup-
porting maritime communities right
across Ireland’s coastline. The
increased total value of individual
projects in this year’s allocation
gives local authorities the opportu-
nity to continue the ongoing devel-
opment and enhancement of har-
bour and fishing facilities, also
allowing for some marine leisure
developments, benefitting different
cohorts of users.”

The Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine will administer
the programme and will co-fund up
to 75% of the eligible project costs,

up to a maximum reimbursement of
€187,500, with the local authority
co-funding the remaining costs.

Tánaiste Simon Harris said “This
is a vital and welcome investment in
Wicklow’s marine infrastructure.
The increased total value of individ-
ual projects across the country in
this yearís allocation gives local
authorities the opportunity to con-
tinue the ongoing development and
enhancement of harbour and fishing
facilities, while also allowing for
some marine leisure developments,
benefitting different cohorts of users
These projects will ensure our har-
bours are safer, more secure, and
better equipped to support local
communities, businesses, and
tourism. I am proud to have sup-
ported this funding and will contin-
ue to advocate for investment in our
coastal infrastructure.”

Deputy John Brady Sinn Fein Rep Anthony Hill
and Gerry Kinsella.
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Whitmore reiterates call
for action in support of

Palestinian people

Bray residents to lobby TDs to
enact the Occupied Territories Bill
Speaking to a crowd of about fifty people on Thursday 15th May, Faten Alsourani,
Palestinian Human Rights lawyer from Gaza and Campaigns Outreach Officer for
Trocaire, shared her own experiences and stressed the need for action to exert pressure on
the Israeli state to end the war. “Ireland has a responsibility to respond to this, to address
it, under international law,” she said. 

Sibeal Devilly, Faten Alsourani and IPSC Wicklow member Barbara Kelly.

Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore, has reiterated her commitment to supporting the
Palestinian people following a meeting with the Palestinian Ambassador to Ireland, Dr. Jilan
Wahba Abdalmajid. 

"Today's meeting with
Ambassador Abdalmajid
was a crucial opportunity
for me to reaffirm our
unwavering support for
the Palestinian cause,"
Deputy Whitmore stated.
"The strength and
resilience of the Pal-
estinian people in the face
of ongoing challenges
must not be overlooked.

"It is imperative that
we maintain our steadfast
support for the Pal-estini-
an people and keep the
issue of genocide and
human rights abuses at
the forefront of our agen-
da," Deputy Whitmore
added.

"The Social Demo-
crats' support for the
Palestinian people rem-
ains unwavering. We will
continue to call out injus-
tices and work tirelessly
to promote peace and jus-
tice for the Palestinian
people. Today's discus-
sion with Ambassador
Abdalmajid reinforced
the urgency of this mis-
sion, and I am incredibly
grateful to have been
given the opportunity to
meet with her," Deputy
Whitmore concluded.

Jennifer Whitmore TD meeting with the Palestinian Ambassador to
Ireland, Dr. Jilan Wahba Abdalmajid.

Also speaking was Sibeal Devilly, Political
Engagement Advisor with Trocaire.

The event was to commemorate the 1948 Nakba,
the mass displacement and dispossession of
Palestinians during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war.

This displacement was accelerated by news of mas-
sacres at villages such as Deir Yassin and Tantura.
Much of Gaza's population today is made up of

refugees from this time.
The evening featured a letter writing session to

Wicklow's TDs, urging them to enact the Occupied
Territories Bill, as well as a short film screening and a
live musical performance by Ellen O'Meara.

The event was organised by Trocaire in conjunction
with the Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign, North
Wicklow Against Genocide and Pals for Palestine.
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Newtown Business Association forging ahead
The town of newtownmountkennedy may have one of the longest names of any town in Ireland but that's not what it is gaining attention for. acclaimed as the fastest growing town, popu-
lation wise, in Ireland, some even say in Europe, its business base is also swelling. In the past few years canny businesses have seen the opportunities and established bases here. Start-up
ventures view it as a 'business friendly' location. This has culminated with the official launch of the newtown Business association last week, and the good and the great came out to cele-
brate and wish them success.

The Newtown Bus-
iness Association (NBA)
has been meeting togeth-
er as a group for over a
year, endeavouring to
work collaboratively, and
move forward with a
vision that celebrates
Newtown Mount Kenn-
edy as a town that sup-
ports a thriving business
community, some of
which are long estab-
lished, some bravely
starting new ventures,

creating opportunities,
looking outwards, net-
working in support of
growth and development.

We mention below
some of the diverse enter-
prises trading in the town.

Recently awarded
European award, for his-
toric pond restoration at
Emmet's Castle, Kilp-
edder, Paul Kavanagh of
landscape.ie blends
over 40 years of expertise
with a passion for time-

less outdoor spaces. If
reviving a forgotten pond,
or reimagining your
home's unique garden
challenge, Paul delivers
exceptional results with
care and precision no
matter the size. 

Located in Newtown-
mountkennedy, natural
heritage capabilities is
his strength. “Most plant-
ing schemes, design lay-
out and full  garden
redesigns, patios, drive-

ways, lighting, water 
features excite us to com-
pletion” says  Paul. Visit

Landscape.ie to discover
what your landscape can
become.

Public  representatives at the launch of the Newtown Business Association; Cllr Danny Alvey, Cllr Graham Richmond, Edward
Timmins TD, Senator Pat Casey, Cllr Stephen Stokes, Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council Paul O’Brien, Cllr Orla Finn,
Cllr Lourda Scott, Cllr Shane Langrell and Cllr John Snell. 

Brian Robinson
B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

State Solicitor

Eilish Bradshaw 
B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Ciara O’Sullivan B.B.L.S., (Euro)

Hannah Stockwell-Quinn
B.C.L., L.L.M.

Peter McQuillan
B.A. (Mod) Leg Sc TCD

Seonadh Twomey
B.A., M.C.L., L.L.M.

Property 
Probate and Assisted Decision Making
Commercial Litigation 
Medical Negligence 
Planning and Environmental 
General Litigation 

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

24A Florence Road, Bray | Main Street, Newtownmountkennedy.

T: 01 276 1330   E: info@benvillerobinson.ie 

www.benvillerobinson.ie 

NEWTOWN BUSINESS AND
ENTERPRISE CENTRE
Newtown Business and Enterprise Centre will comprise 52 units, set

in an enclosed business park setting in Newtownmountkennedy, only

10 minutes from Bray, where a wide variety of retail and commercial

amenities including shopping centre, banking halls, restaurants, etc.,

are available. The development will consist of 4 blocks totalling 

52 units with a wide variety of sizes available For Sale or To Let. A

selection of units will be available at 1,550sq.ft., 3,100sq.ft.,

3,250sq.ft., 4,000sq.ft. and 4,250sq.ft. (143sq.m. – 393sq.m.).

Extensive infrastructural work has been carried out in recent years on

the N11, (M11) with virtually uninterrupted passage now available from

South Dublin to Rosslare. The completion of the M50 Motorway, which

is now imminent, will provide direct routing to the South, West and

North of the country, making Newtown Business and Enterprise Centre

a preferred location both in terms of distribution and accessibility.

SPECIFICATION

• Architectural wall panels • Profiled Composite Metal Cladding

Construction • Eaves Height 6.2m (20’6”) approximately • Colour-

coded PVC coated aluminium windows and personnel doors 

• Insulated goods access doors • Low maintenance exterior finish 

• All mains services • Excellent design & layout • Enclosed landscaped

business park setting.

For further information on to arrange a visit contact Rory Fenlon

on:  01 201 4650 or email: rory@fenlonproperties.ie

Best Wishes to Newtownmountkennedy
Business Association

Paul Kavanagh 
Landscapes & Consultancy 
Season Park Farm, Newtownmountkennedy 

Co. Wicklow. A63HW53

Email:

seasonpark@hotmail.com 

Or info@landscape.ie 

Paul’s Mobile: 

087 1458164

pat.casey@oireachtas.ie
086 264 9483
Fitzwiliam Square, Wicklow Town.

Senator Pat
CASEY
I welcome the establishment of
Newtown Business Association 
and wish them every success
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The thriving Newtown Business Park and Enterprise Centre. 

Nordic Ireland is a
Glamping and Outdoor
Adventure tent supplier.

Nordic Ireland is about
quality. 

“We understand quali-
ty design and construc-
tion and the need for the
best equipment to keep
you and your customers

warm and safe. We
understand modern living
and the need to step off
the pavement and get into
the hills. We know that to

Deputy Timmins speaking at the launch. 

camp in your back garden
can be as much fun as up
on Tonelagee in mid sum-
mer. We have supplied to
Glamping businesses,
Polar Clubs, Outdoor
adventurers, Scout Troops
Canoe Clubs and just any-
one who is interested in
quality long lasting equip-
ment,”  declares Huw
O'Toole (0878041636,
www.nordicireland.ie). 

Benville Robinson
solicitors LLP first
opened its doors in 1994
and has been serving the
people of Wicklow and
beyond ever since. 

The firm has a highly
experienced and accredit-
ed team of solicitors spe-
cializing in Probate,
Conveyancing, general,
commercial and planning
and environmental  litiga-
tion. 

The firm's capacity has
expanded in recent years
with the opening of 
a branch office in
Newtownmountkennedy,
serving both residents and
business within New-
townmountkennedy alike.

Benville Robinson LLP
is renowned for providing
high quality legal ser-
vices.  

As one of the largest
firms in Wicklow Ben-
ville Robinson continues
to uphold its values of
top-drawer legal advice
whilst adapting to an ever
changing legal landscape. 

Prendergast Maguire
was founded in 2006 by
Paul Prendergast and
Brendan Maguire. They
have been based in
Newtownmountkennedy

since 2008 and the busi-
ness has grown year on
year and now there are
nine employees and they
all reside in the area.
They offer a range of
Services including Mor-
tgages, Life Assurance,
Pensions and Invest-
ments. 

They hold direct 
agencies with all seven
available lenders and
advise First Time Buyers,
Movers,Switchers and
Equity Release. 

They are delighted to
be members of The
Newtown Business Ass-
ociation and wish the
group every success.
Prendergast Maguire
Financial Services is reg-
ulated by The Central
Bank Of Ireland 

Fenelons Properties'
Rory Fenelon heads up
this estate agency and
says “At Fenelon Prop-
er t ies ,  we understand
that selling your home is
a significant decision,
one that requires careful
consideration and exp-
ert guidance. Whether
you ' re  moving up the
property ladder, down-
sizing, or simply explor-
ing new opportunities,
our experienced team is
here to ensure a smooth,
successful sale. We pro-
vide ta i lored advice,
professional marketing,
and a personal touch to
help you achieve the
best possible outcome. 

“For buyers we offer
a flexible & accommo-
dating approach to visit
a variety of homes in the
North County Wicklow
and South Dublin areas.

Whether you’e moving up the property ladder, downsizing or looking for
the perfect rental property, our experienced team is here to help with
tailored advice, professional marketing and a personal touch to help 
you acheive the best possible outcome.

Call 01 201 4650 or email: rory@fenelonproperties.ie
www.fenelonproperties.ie

Suite 15, Parklands Office Park, Southern Cross Road, Bray.

Rory Fenelon.

P M
P M

P M
Prendergast 

Maguire

Brendan Maguire QFA

087 229 7768 
Email brendan@pmfs.ie

Paul Prendergast QFA

086 823 7892 
Email paul@pmfs.ie

Main Street, Newtownmountkennedy,
Co Wicklow. A63 D893

Tel: 01-281 9238     Mob: 086 823 7892
Fax: 01 281 0159

Email: info@pmfs.ie      Web: www.pmfs.ie
Prendergast Maguire Financial Services is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED

• Mortgages 
• Pensions

• Protection 
• Savings & Investments 

“We offer  an inf-
ormed & honest view on
the property as well as
the area and associated
services .At  Fenelon
Prop-erties, we under-

stand that letting your
property is a significant
decision. 

“Our dedicated team
offers tailored services
to landlords  across

North Wicklow & South
Dublin, ensuring your
best  outcome and 
that  your  property is  
managed efficiently &
effectively.” 
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The Baltinglass brain
health experiment

How Rathcoran estate became a living laboratory for
community, cognition, and the art of getting along

Tucked into the scenic green hills of Baltinglass, the Rathcoran Estate is quietly redefining what it means to live well in
Co. Wicklow. It looks like a tidy housing scheme, but for the last two years, Rathcoran has been the site of a carefully
staged experiment, one that ties social housing to the emerging science of “brain health.” 

Since 2022, Rathcoran
has been the site of a pio-
neering collaboration
between Respond,
Ireland's largest approved
housing body, and the
Global Brain Health
Institute (GBHI) at
Trinity College Dublin.
Together, they've
launched the Brain
Health Village (BHV)
pilot project, an initiative
exploring how the design
of homes, shared spaces,
and social activities can
actively support better
brain function across all
ages.

Research suggests that
enriched, stimulating
environments, complete
with social connections,
creativity, and move-
ment, can help build
stronger brain connec-
tions. At Rathcoran, that
science is being put into
joyful, community-driven
practice.

The estate includes 56
homes, a health centre,
and a diverse mix of resi-
dents-individuals, fami-
lies, and refugees from
Iraq and Syria who have
joined through the
Refugee Resettlement
Programme. The convent
building at the heart of
the estate has been lov-
ingly repurposed, and the

estate now hums with a
mix of community plant-
ing beds, play areas, and
even an Artist-in-
Residence, Siobhán
Madden, who works
year-round with locals on
creative projects.

Most recently,
Rathcoran was abuzz
with colour and craic for
its annual Street Feast,
held on Sunday, May
25th. The afternoon
brought neighbours of all
ages together to share
food, celebrate diversity,
and take part in a whole
host of activities, includ-
ing Pilates, face painting,
slime workshops, music,
and the ever-popular pet-
ting farm.

It was a day packed
with laughter, connec-
tion, and creativity.
Children (and quite a few
adults) got stuck into art
and planting workshops
with Siobhán, while gar-
den beds built by the
Men's Shed team were
proudly admired by all.
The feast was more than
just a party, it was a liv-
ing example of how com-
munity events can pro-
mote inclusion, wellness,
and shared joy.

This vibrant day was
the result of a broader
collaboration between
Rathcoran residents,
Respond, and Wicklow
County Council's Cre-
ative Places Baltinglass
programme. Over the
past year, they've been
working closely to co-
design new events and
projects that reflect the
needs and aspirations of
the community.

Niamh Randall, Res-
pond's National Spok-
esperson, put it best:
“Community is at the
heart of everything we do
at Respond. We know that
creating strong, connected
neighbourhoods supports
people's wellbeing and
helps places to thrive. Our
Tenant Exp-erience team
has been proud to support
the Rathcoran community
in shaping this special
day.”

Wicklow County Cou-
ncil also played a key
role. Cathaoirleach Cllr.
Paul O'Brien praised 
the day as “a great exam-
ple of family engage-
ment and creative 
collaboration,” while
Chief Executive Emer
O'Gorman described the
project as “an innovative
partnership that supports
wellbeing in communities
for residents to thrive.”

The Rathcoran Street

Feast was presented by
Respond Housing and
supported by Wicklow
County Council, the Arts
Council, and the Creative
Places Baltinglass project.

It also received funding
through the Brain Health
Project, tying in seamless-
ly with the wider vision
for this inspiring neigh-
bourhood.

As the residents of
Rathcoran showed, it real-
ly does take a village, not
just to raise a child, but to
build a healthy, connected,
joyful place to call home.

The Brain Health Village in Rathcoran, Baltinglass.

Siobhán Madden and Ray Brooks Rathcoran.



FEATURE 13Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

Tuesday 27th May 2025

A life in service
to Greystones

Kathleen Kelleher has helped shape Greystones from quiet
seaside village to thriving town - and she's still not done

Earlier this month, at the Greystones People of the Year Awards, loud applause rippled through Greystones Golf
Club as Kathleen Kelleher took to the stage. Her name had just been announced as the recipient of the Lifetime
Achievement Award, and for those who know her, which is just about everyone in Greystones, it was a moment
long overdue.

Cathaoirleach of Greystones Municipal District Tom Fortune presenting
Kathleen with the Lifetime Achievement Award at the Greystones People
of the Year Awards earlier this month in Greystones Golf Club. 

For more than five
decades, Kathleen has
been a cornerstone of civic
life in the town. A commu-
nity volunteer, public rep-
resentative, newsletter
compiler, committee chair,
calendar curator, heritage
advocate, and above all, a
passionate Greystonian,
her fingerprints are quietly
but firmly embedded in
almost every aspect of
local life.

Born and raised in the
U.S., in Boston, Kathleen
moved to Ireland over fifty
years ago. In 1973, she and
her husband settled in
Rathdown Park, then 
still under construction.
“Everything else that you
see now was just green
fields,” she wrote in a
reflective piece in 2023
marking her 50th year in
Greystones. The town she
arrived in was a quieter

Kathleen in 2023 surrounded by family, celebrating her 50th year in Greystones.

place, Church Road lined
with cottages, St. Laur-
ence's just a glimmer of

chalkdust in the Depart-
ment's eye, and Flynn's
Supermarket still operating
beside the old Ormonde
cinema.

But as Greystones grew,
so too did Kathleen's role
in it. She began, as many
do, by helping out where
she could, a young mother
of four boys pitching in at
schools, attending meet-
ings, and joining local
groups. But in time, she
became something far
more: a kind of civic com-
pass, pointing people
toward what mattered,
reminding them to stay
involved, and showing by
example what a life of ser-
vice looks like.

Kathleen served 15
years on Greystones Town
Council, including five
years as a Wicklow County
Councillor, and chaired the
Community Affairs Com-

mittee throughout. During
her time in public office,
she represented Fianna Fáil,
and her loyalty to the party
has never wavered. Even
after stepping back from
elected life, she has
remained a staunch advo-
cate and supporter of
Fianna Fáil, regularly
attending events, backing
local candidates, and con-
tinuing to engage in party
affairs at a grassroots level.

Her contributions stretch
well beyond the council
chamber. Kathleen played a
key role in Greystones
Cancer Support since its
early days, over 25 years
ago. Whether organising
fundraisers, helping to coor-
dinate events, or offering
encouragement to those in
need, she has been a quiet
yet unwavering presence in
one of the town's most vital
support networks.

She has also lent her
time and energy to an array
of other causes: Meals on
Wheels, Siamsa Fhéile
Pádraig, Toastmasters,
school boards, and numer-
ous residents' associations.
She served on key county
and regional bodies, from
the Housing and Planning
Strategic Policy Comm-
ittees to the Wicklow
Heritage Forum and the
Greystones Harbour Lia-
ison Committee. If a meet-
ing was being held about
the future of the town,
chances are Kathleen was
in the room, notes in hand,
ready to speak up.

These days, she remains
deeply involved in civic
life through her work with
the Greystones Active
Retirement Association,
where her energy and com-
mitment continue to
inspire those around her.

This year, she was also
honoured in a particularly
visible way: Kathleen
served as Grand Marshal
of the 2025 Greystones St.
Patrick's Day Parade. It
was a fitting tribute for
someone who has
marched, metaphorically
and literally,  at the heart of
the town's civic and cultur-
al life for decades.

And of course, she is
still the steady hand behind
the Greystones Weekly
Calendar of Notices and
Local Events, an email
bulletin now relied upon
by hundreds of locals each
week to stay informed and
connected.

When asked why she
gives so much of her time,

Kathleen's own words say
it best:

“Any effort you put in
will be rewarded back to
you many times over.”

That spirit, of showing
up, giving back, and doing
the work even when no
one is looking, is what
made her the natural
choice for this year's
Lifetime Achievement
Award. But awards were
never the goal. Community
was. As she wrote in 2023:

“We were so grateful to
have a roof over our heads
and good schools for the
children… I urge you to
get to know your town,
read the local newspapers,
listen to the local radio.
Keep up with our online

Greystones news, stay
informed… Lots still to do
and lots still to be involved
in.”

Kathleen continues to
embody that philosophy.
She attends meetings, sup-
ports her neighbours, lends
her experience to civic and
community groups, and
remains a watchful, gener-
ous presence at events
throughout the year.

Greystones has changed
dramatically since she first
arrived, but her guiding
principles - community,
service, decency, remain
timeless. And thanks to
her, they're woven into the
very fabric of the town.

What more could we
ask for?

patkennedy1@outlook.com
087 419 8022

Continued
Success to
Kathleen
Kelleher

Senator Pat
CASEY

pat.casey@oireachtas.ie
086 264 9483
Fitzwiliam Square, Wicklow Town.

Wishing Continued
Success to
Kathleen 
Kelleher

Wishing
Kathleen
Kelleher

Continued 
Success

Commissioner for Oaths
Ph: 087 2049013

E: pfitzgerald@wicklowcoco.ie

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

Wishing
Kathleen
Kelleher
continued
success

Wishing
Kathleen 
Kelleher
continued 
success
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Delgany Schools Cup celebrates its 15th year with
16 Wicklow primary school teams battling for glory
The fifteenth Wicklow Primary Schools Cup final was organised and hosted by Delgany
Golf Club on Monday, 12th May, featuring 16 Primary School teams from within the
Wicklow area.  

The winning Boys
Team was Delgany
National School and the

winning Girls Team was
St. Gerard's. 

The in i t ia t ive  to

encourage school chil-
dren up to 12 years of
age  to  p lay  golf  was

developed and promoted
by Jason Bradshaw and
Delgany Golf Club since
2009.  PKF Brenson
Lawlor,  Char tered
Accountants  co-spon-
sored this year's event.
Local Wicklow Primary
Schools have had week-
ly coaching and practice
sess ions  which have
been initiated by teach-
ers and parents involv-
ing c i rca  500 school
children from the ages
of 8 to 12 years of age.
The finals involved 64
boys and girls from fifth
and sixth classes.

The Capta ins '  of
Delgany Golf  Club,
Sean O'Rourke and
Siobhan Mooney stated
that  the  Club "was
proud to be associated
once again  wi th  th is
event and congratulated
all the teachers, parents,
and the young golfers
for  thei r  t remendous
performance during the

St. Gerard's School was the Winning Girls School of the Delgany Schools Cup. Pictured Left to Right
are Jason Bradshaw (Founder and Sponsor of the event), Iseult Dodd , Ellie Daisy Hobson , Pippa
Joll, Eden Stroh and Siobhan Mooney (Captain, Delgany Golf Club).

Delgany was the Winning Boys School of the Delgany Schools Cup held at
Delgany Golf Club on 12th May. Pictured Left to right are;  Jake McHugh,
Max Chiverton, Daniel Large, Max Mahady, Siobhan Mooney (Captain,
Delgany Golf Club) and Jason Bradshaw (Founder and Sponsor of the
event).

year and on the day".
The event involved

children from Wicklow
primary schools taking
part in a team scramble
golf  compet i t ion  and
was suppor ted  by the

head profess ional  a t
Delgany Golf  Club,
Gavin  Kavanagh and
assistant professional,
Keith McDermott, who
provided the  school
chi ldren wi th  a  golf

clinic at the event and
gave lessons and sup-
port throughout the year.

Jason Bradshaw
founder  of  the  event ,
said he was very pleased
to see this grass roots

"get  in to  golf"  pro-
gramme continuing to
grow in populari ty so
wel l  in  the  Wicklow
area and congratulated
all  the schoolchildren
who competed. 

BIFE launches 
ground-breaking Business

& Psychology Degree
In a landmark development for learners seeking a modern, versatile education, Bray Institute of Further Education
(BIFE) is proud to announce the launch of the Bachelor of Business (Honours) in Business & Psychology. This innovative
Level 8 degree, delivered in partnership with the Institute of Art, Design and Technology (IADT), blends the analytical
rigour of business with the insight and empathy of psychology, a powerful combination for the evolving world of work.

According to Larry
Coyle, Course Co-ordina-
tor, “Today's employers
aren't just looking for tech-
nical know-how; they want
graduates who understand
people and how teams
work, how customers
behave, and how leaders
inspire. This new degree
has been designed specifi-
cally to meet those needs.
From marketing strategy to
social psychology, students
will explore a curriculum
that builds business fluen-
cy while deepening emo-
tional intelligence and

human insight.”
The program spans four

years, with Years 1 and 2
delivered at BIFE, and
Years 3 and 4 completed at
IADT in Dun Laoghaire.
This unique structure
allows students to begin
their degree journey in a
supportive local environ-
ment and then advance to a
university setting, all while
working toward the same
nationally accredited hon-
ours degree.

“This isn't a course built
in a vacuum. Input from
industry partners and lead-

ing educators shaped the
curriculum to reflect the
realities of modern work-
places. Students will also
have the opportunity for
industry placements,
Erasmus+ exchanges, and
hands-on projects during
their third year, offering
practical experience that
employers value highly,
”he added. 

Graduates will leave
with the confidence to step
into a wide variety of roles
in:
• Human Resources
• Marketing and

Communications
• Organisational
Development
• Sales and Customer
Insights
•Leadership and Strategy

Additionally, the course
lays a solid foundation for
those wishing to pursue
further study in either busi-
ness or psychology at post-
graduate level.

Accessible Pathways to
Higher Education

This degree has been
designed with inclusion at

its core. Applicants can
enter through:
• The Leaving Certificate
(minimum of five O6/H7
grades including English
and Maths)
• A full Level 5 QQI
award
• Mature entry routes for
applicants aged 23 or
older

Whether you're a
school-leaver, a further
education graduate, or
someone seeking a new
direction, this course
offers a clear, supported
pathway to a respected

honours degree.
This new collaboration

between BIFE and IADT
is more than just a new
course - it represents a
shift in how education can
be delivered. It breaks
down the traditional
divide between further
and higher education,
opening new doors for
students and communities
alike. As part of the

National Tertiary Office
(NTO) initiative, this pro-
gram demonstrates how
institutions can work
together to offer flexible,
inclusive, and high-quali-
ty degree opportunities
outside the traditional uni-
versity system.

With high interest
expected, prospective stu-
dents are encouraged to
apply early. You can learn

more about the course and
begin your application by
visiting www.bife.ie.

Larry finishes by say-
ing “This degree offers
our students the best of
both worlds, a strong,
supportive start at BIFE
and a seamless progres-
sion to IADT.  It 's an
exciting step forward for
business education in
Ireland.”
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Football Blitz held in Ballinakill
The sun shone in Ballinakill at the 3rd and 4th

class football blitz on the 15th May. Participating
schools in the Boys Football Blitz included:
Kilcommon,  Aughrim,  Laragh,  Rathdrum,
Shillelagh, Bearna Chlé, Avoca, Crossbridge and
Coolfancy. Participating schools in the Girls
Football Blitz included: Shillelagh, Aughrim,
Crossbridge, Coolafancy, Avoca and Kilcommon.
Congratulations to Aughrim (pictured above)
who won the Gir ls  Footbal l  Final  and to

Rathdrum (pictured below) who won the Boys
Football. 

Cumann na  mBunscol Chill Mhantain stated
“Thanks to Ballinakill for the use of their facili-
ties and to the referees, teachers, parents and vol-
unteers who made the day possible. Special men-
tion to referee Liam who started refereeing in
1964 and was there in Ballinakill still promoting
our games. Most importantly well done to all the
boys and girls who participated.” 

Launch of the Bray Sports
Promotion Unit Strategic Plan 

The Strategic Plan,
developed in consultation
with local stakeholders and
young people, sets out a
clear vision for the growth
and development of sport
in Bray over the next three
years. 

It's three aims are:
1. provide physical activity
and well-being program-
mes to vulnerable young
people
2. support vulnerable
young people to make pos-

itive health and well-being
choices. 
3. provide the best possible
service to the community
and its young people.

“We are excited to
launch this  s trategy,  
which is informed by the
voices and needs of our
community,” said Tadhg
McDonald, Chair of the
KWETB Bray Sports
Promotion Unit Youth
Committee. “Our aim is
to ensure that  young

people in Bray, Kilcoole,
& Newtownmountkennedy
has the opportunity to
get involved in sport and
physical  act ivi ty in a
welcoming and support-
ive environment," said
Ruth Comerford, Coo-
rdinator of the KWETB
Bray Sports Promotion
Unit.

“The Strategic Plan
also supports national
and regional objectives
under Sport Ireland and

aligns with the Wicklow
Local Sports Part-ner-
ship 's  mission to pro-
mote lifelong participa-
tion in sport and physical
act ivi ty.   Bray Sports
Pro-motion Unit  is  a
Kildare & Wicklow
Education & Training
Board programme fund-
ed by the Department of
Education & Youth 's
UBU Your Place Your
Space Youth Work fund-
ing stream.

The KWETB Bray Sports Promotion Unit has announced the launch of its new Strategic
Plan, a forward-looking roadmap aimed at increasing sports and physical activity 
participation of young people, improving their health and wellbeing choices and decision-
making, and fostering a stronger, healthier community through sport and physical activity.

Arklow players ceebrate after the Leinster Rugby U16  Girls Cup Final match against Athy at
Energia Park in Dublin. Pic Sportsfile. 

Open Weekend
success at Greystones

Bowling Club
Local residents were invited to

participate at their dedicated club
facilities in the Burnaby Park,
Greystones. Cllr Stokes, who
attended the event, expressed his
delight at the turnout: "It was won-
derful to see so many people at
Greystones Bowling Club Open
Weekend. The club plays an impor-
tant role in our community, offer-
ing both sporting and social con-
nection. Events like this remind us
how lucky we are to have such
vibrant local organisations. Iíd like
to thank all the volunteers who

helped make the day such a suc-
cess." 

The sun shone down as residents
of all ages came together to explore
the facilities, and try their hand at
bowling. Whether seasoned players
or complete newcomers, attendees
were warmly welcomed, contribut-
ing to a relaxed and friendly atmo-
sphere. Cllr Stokes thanked
Richard Bierney for giving him a
dedicated coaching session. Cllr
Stokes added: "My thanks to
Richard and the team. Lawn bowl-
ing is a good workout. Conc-

entration is important. It's a a very
enjoyable sport." 

The club hopes the event will
encourage new members to join
and become part of its growing and
inclusive community. With demon-
strations, coaching, and plenty of
laughter on the green, the Open
Weekend showcased the welcom-
ing nature of the club and its  com-
mitment to community well-being.
For more information about
Greystones Bowling Club, and how
to get involved, there is a dedicated
website at greystonesbc.com.

Greystones Bowling Club welcomed a fantastic turnout for its recent Open Weekend, an
event praised by Cllr Stephen Stokes as a shining example of community spirit and local 
engagement. 

Cllr Stephen Stokes with Richard Bierney at Greystones Bowling Club.  
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Wicklow woman
releases debut novel 
Wicklow writer Sharon Stevens has published her first book, a crime
thriller called Silent Tears of Sin based in Co. Wicklow. 

When Mason Miller
comes to pick up his
estraged mother Ruth
from Wicklow Train
Station on a hot August
afternoon, he doesn't
realise the door to his
family's darkestsecrets is
about to blow wide open.
Resentment simmers
between mother and son
as they try to find a way
to live together through
all the painful memories,
alcohol-induced bicker-
ing  and surprise Garda
visits.  Running into
Eden, his teenage love,
offers Mason a chance of
escape, but it might also
be the catalyst that will
bring it  all  to boiling
point.  Then, one day.
Mason is shot on his own
doorstep.

What  is  the Mil ler
family involved in?
And who are  Joe and
Sally,  the mysterious,
unsettl ing couple that
keeps cropping up
behind the scenes at all
the major turns of his
life? Fans of Irish TV
dramas l ike Kin and
Love/Hate as  wel l  as
wri tersHarlan Coben
and Gillian Flynn will
love this  dark,  twisty
tale  of  betrayal  by
Stevens.

Born in Dublin,
Sharon Stevens grew 
up in Rathnew. After
attending St.  Joseph's
Girls National School,
Rat-hnew, and The Dom-
inican Girls Secondary
School in Wicklow
Town, she studied at Dun
Laoghaire Further Edu-
cation Institute where her
creative  writing tutor

saw potential and encour-
aged her to take her writ-
ing to the next level. 

and UCD, where she
graduated  with a degree
as an Emergency Medical
Technician. She has
attained diplomas and
qualifications in Pallit-
ative Care, Veterinary
Assistant,  Veterinary
Medicine, Dog Grooming,
Pet Bereavement, Crea-
tive Writing, Adult
Psychology, and Crim-
inal and Forensic Psy-
chology.  

Sharon has always had
a huge passion for writ-
ing and has been writing
stories from a very young
age. She has written that
“writing is a powerful
mindset. If I do not like
the chapter I've written, I
can erase it  and start
again. That is thegreat
thing about fiction.” Sharon Stevens. 

Debut novel by Luke Devlin explores the quiet
collapse of a man who listens for a living

In his literary debut, Dublin-born author and current Blessington resident Luke Devlin deliv-
ers a haunting and introspective novel about identity, repression, and the toll of unspoken
trauma. The Anatomy of a Silent Scream introduces readers to Paddy Flint, a respected thera-
pist who understands how men work-until his own life begins to unravel.

What happens when a man who devotes his life to helping others is
forced to plunge into the depths of his own silence?

Paddy Flint knows
how men work. As a ther-
apist, he's built a career
helping others untangle
the things they can't say
out loud. But when his
own life begins to col-
lapse-his marriage in
freefall, his sense of self

thinning by the day-he
finds himself back in the
place he tried to leave
behind: the neat semi-
detached streets of
Tallaght,  southwest
Dublin, where old ghosts
still mutter and the Red
Line Luas brazenly dares

you to make eye contact.
Encouraged to finally

seek help himself, Paddy
begrudgingly begins ther-
apy-and with it, experi-
ences a series of vivid
dreams that drag buried
truths to the surface. As
the boundary between

past and present begins to
fray, Paddy is forced to
confront a silence that
has shaped him more
than he ever realised.

With dry Dublin wit
and a sharply observant
eye, The Anatomy of a
Silent Scream is a lyrical

and unflinching portrait
of masculinity, trauma,
and the stories men
inherit  but rarely tell .
Devlin's work lingers
where language fails, in
the spaces between
remembering and forget-
ting, voice and suppres-
sion, control and col-
lapse. With empathy,
insight, and a sharp eye
for the absurd, he writes
not to explain, but to wit-
ness.

Written with lyrical
intensity and psychologi-
cal precision, The

Anatomy of a Silent
Scream is a meditation on
masculinity, vulnerabili-
ty, and the limits of 
control.  Early readers 
are calling it  “stark,”
“unflinching,” and “qui-
etly devastating.”

For readers of
Sebastian Barry, John
Boyne, or Douglas
Stuart-this is a novel
about what happens when
the silence finally breaks.

Speaking about his
novel, Luke, a practicing
psychotherapist, says “I
was interested in the

emotional spaces men
aren't taught to navigate
grief, vulnerability, the
silence between what's
felt  and what 's said.
Writing Paddy Flint 's
story allowed me to
explore those gaps with
honesty and empathy.
Therapists are trained to
hold other people's pain
but what happens when
their own becomes too
much to carry? That
reversal felt compelling,
and I wanted to explore
how someone who listens
for a living might deal

with being the one in
need. I'm not Paddy, but
I 've definitely walked
near some of the terrain
he covers-wrestling with
identity, with silence,
with the weight of 
emotional inheritance.
Growing up in Dublin,
you become attuned to
what's left unsaid, and I
think that shaped the
emotional architecture of
the story.” 

The novel is now
available in paperback

through Amazon. 

MALAPROP comes to Bray with hit stage
exploration of climate breakdown

Award-winning Irish theatre collective, MALAPROP, bring their hit stage exploration of climate breakdown, cruise
ship cabaret and the legacies of bad parenting, following their U.S. debut to Mermaid Arts Centre on Friday 30th May
at 8.00pm and Saturday 31st May at 8.00pm. 

Malaprop Theatre presents an
Irish Tour of their award-win-
ning production, HOTHOUSE.
This fast-paced, poignant story
of love, loss, and legacy set on
an Arctic cruise ship, takes you
- the passenger - on a journey to
bid farewell to the ice caps.
Following their Off-Broadway
debut (2024) where HOT-
HOUSE was selected as a New
York Times Critic's Pick, the
show tours to10 venues nation-
wide taking in Wicklow's
Mermaid Arts Centre (Bray) on
Friday 30th and Saturday 31st
May.

HOTHOUSE brings us on an
odyssey that sails through an
intergenerational tale complete
with horny songbirds, a mad
captain, and wanting to change,
but not knowing how. Set on a
cruise liner in the Arctic, where

the ship's captain is pulling the
strings, the play is performed
by a cast of five. HOTHOUSE
with its clever score, looks at
the last  hundred years in
Ireland, and ahead to the next
hundred.

Tackling climate breakdown
with big ideas, a lot of laughs,
and some truly grotesque
cabaret musical numbers. The
play sees Ruth (in 1969) who
refuses to eat sandwiches with
lettuce in them. Ali in the pre-
sent day goes on a cruise to say
goodbye to the ice. A parent 100
years in the future tells their
child it gets better, even though
we're pretty sure they're lying. 

HOTHOUSE is directed by
Claire O’Reilly (Emma, The
Abbey Theatre) and written by
Carys D. Coburn (Absent the
Wrong, Verity Bargate Award

Winner, Irish Times Theatre
Award nominee  for Citysong)
with MALAPROP. Cast
includes Blaithin MacGabhann
(Dancing at  Lughnasa at
National Theatre London,
Maeve OíMahony (Abbey
Theatre,  Collapsing Horse,
Sugarglass Theatre,
MALAPROP's LOVE+, JERI-
CHO, Everything Not Saved,
Before You Say Anything),
Thommas Kane Byrne
(Darklands, Kin, Derry Girls,
Deadly Cuts) and Peter Corboy
(Fair City,  Rough Magic,
Sugarglass Theatre). Set and
costume design are by Molly
O'Cathain (Gaiety Theatre,
Abbey Theatre,  Peacock
Theatre), lighting design is by
John Gunning and Composition,
Musical Direction and Sound
Design are by Anna Clock.

CAST

Peter Corboy

Thommas Kane Byrne

Blaithin Mac Gabhann

Maeve O'Mahony

CREATIVE TEAM

Written by Carys D. Coburn

with MALAPROP

Directed by Claire OíReilly

Set & Costume Design by

Molly O'Cathain

Composition, Musical

Direction and Sound by Anna

Clock

Lighting Design by John

Gunning

Assistant Director Ellen

Buckley

Produced by Caoimhe Whelan

& Heather O'Sullivan
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Wicklow artist on
show at the National

Gallery of Ireland 
New free exhibition An Artist's Presence explores

how artists represent themselves in their work
On 17th May, the National Gallery of Ireland opened a new exhibition, An Artist's Presence, in the Print Gallery. This
exhibition explores how artists, consciously or unconsciously, infuse their work with a sense of individuality. Through
drawings, prints, photographs, and sketchbooks, complemented by select oil paintings, the exhibition examines themes
of perception, legacy, the artistic process, and how an artist's hand can be identified. 

Among the artists on
show is Wicklow native
Frederic William Burton
(1816 - 1900). Born in
County Wicklow in April
1816, Burton established
himself as an artist of great
influence over his long
career, eventually being
appointed director of the
National Gallery, London
from 1874 - 1894. His
works featured in this exhi-
bition include the stunning
Self-Portrait (c.1845), an
introspective piece in
graphite on paper; his
renowned watercolour
Faust's First Sigh of
Marguerite, 1875, and the
more abstract Monogram
of the Artist, a work in ink
and watercolour on paper.

Curated by Katie
Buckley, Curatorial Fell-
ow - Prints & Drawings,
An Artist's Presence pre-
sents a compelling selec-
tion of newly acquired
works shown alongside
seldom-seen pieces from
the Gallery's collection.
The exhibition brings
together celebrated Irish
and international artists,

including Sarah Henrietta
Purser (1848-1943), Walter
Frederick Osborne (1859-
1903), William Orpen
(1878-1931), Seán Keating
(1889-1977), Nancy Lee
Katz (1947-2018), and
Amelia Stein (b. 1958).
Highlights include Moyra
Barry's introspective Self-
Portrait in the Artist's
Studio (1920), Keating's
Thin-king out Gobnait
(1917), a cherished gift to
Harry Clarke, Dante
Gabriel Rossetti's graphic
portrait of Jane Burden
(1858), and Katz's striking
photographic portrait of
Louise Bourgeois (taken
1986, printed 2018-2023).

The exhibition explores
how an artist's presence
can be both literal and
intangible. It may be visi-
bly asserted in a self-por-
trait-where the artist
appears at work, brush or
palette in hand, or wear-
ing a painter's smock-or
felt more subtly through
expressive gestures,
stylistic choices, or the
unguarded marks found 
in a sketchbooks. Some-

times, presence is
revealed in the smallest
details: a fingerprint
smudged in graphite, a
scribbled annotation, or
the texture of paper worn
by use. Whether seen or
sensed, these traces offer
intimate insight into the
artist's creative process
and help us understand
their mind-set long after
the work is made.

In addition to self-
portraiture, An Artist's
Pre-sence features works
where artists have turned
their gaze to fellow cre-
atives. These depictions
blur the boundaries bet-
ween sitter and maker,
raising compelling ques-
tions about whose pres-
ence is being conveyed-
the subject's, the artist's,
or an interplay of both.
Such works offer layered
narratives, inviting view-
ers to consider how inter-
pretation and identity
intersect within the cre-
ative process.

Dr. Caroline Campbell,
Director of the National
Gallery of Ireland, com-

mented: “An Artist 's
Presence is a thoughtful
and intimate exhibition
that offers visitors a
unique window into the
relationship between
artists and their work. It
encourages us to look
closely-not just at the art-
work, but at the hand,
mind, and identity behind
it. Whether through a self-
portrait, a shared creative
moment, or the quiet
traces left in a sketch-
book, these works reveal
something deeply person-
al about the artist. We are
delighted to share this
exhibition with our visi-
tors, drawing on the rich-
ness of our collection to
explore the many ways
artists leave their mark.”

Through a diverse
selection of works on
paper, the exhibition
explores themes of per-
ception, memory, influ-
ence, and artistic identity.
It seeks to immerse visi-
tors in the intimate world
of the artist, encouraging
them to reflect on the
complex relationship

between artist, work of
art, and viewer. Ultim-
ately, An Artist's Presence
invites us to consider how
an artist 's voice and
vision continue to res-
onate-sometimes boldly,
sometimes subtly-but
always meaningfully.

An Artist's Presence
will be on view in the
Print Gallery from 17 May
to 14 September 2025.
Admission is free. This
exhibition is kindly sup-
ported by Brian Baum in
loving memory of Úna
Wilson. 

The Gallery would like
to thank the Department
of Tourism, Culture, Arts,
Gaeltacht, Sport and
Media for its ongoing
support. For more infor-
mation, visit www.nation-
algallery.ie Burton, Self  Portrait. 

Burton: Study for Faust's First Sight of Marguerite.

Take WICKLOW TIMES
with you...

WHEREVER
you go

on your Phone, 
Laptop or Tablet !
✔ NO PASSWORDS 
✔ NO PAYWALL
✔ NO PROBLEM!
PLUS access to over a year’s worth 
of back issues!

www.wicklowtimes.net
or email info@localtimes.ie and we will email you a copy!
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Pictured are Ada Reid, Eabha Snape, Heather Salley, Grace Salley Robin Walsh and Rosie Byrne. The girls all competed in the Under 6 100m at the Roundwood qualifiers for this year's
Community Games.

Show your support for Wicklow Hospice as Sunflower Days returns 
Our Lady's Hospice & Care Services, Wicklow Hospice is delighted to announce that Hospice Sunflower Days is
returning for its 35th year next month with the on-street collection taking place on Friday 6th June and Saturday 7th
June 2025. Hospice Sunflower Days Ambassadors, Miriam O'Callaghan and Jenny McCarthy, were on hand to offi-
cially launch this year's campaign. 

As well as the on-street collection, the
publ ic  can also support  Our Lady's
Hospice & Care Services ,  Wicklow
Hospice by donating online throughout the
month of June at www.sunflowerdays.ie.
The funds raised will be used to support
vital patient and family enhancements for
Our Lady's Hospice & Care Services,
Wicklow Hospice.

Speaking at  the launch of the 2025
Hospice Sunflower Days campaign,
Eleanor Flew, Director of Fundraising &
Communications, Our Lady's Hospice &
Care Services, Wicklow Hospice,  said:

“We are  thr i l led to  launch the 35th
Hospice Sunflower Days campaign. We
rely so much on the public's support which
allow us to continue to provide our vital
services. We are calling on everyone from
Wicklow to donate what they can, either
on-street or on-line this June, as every
euro raised really does make a big differ-
ence.” 

Hospice Sunflower Days Ambassador,
Miriam O'Callaghan, commented, “The
Hospice Sunflower Days campaign is one I
am absolutely delighted to support as I
have seen firsthand the fantastic work and

care that hospices and homecare services
provide to patients and families all across
the country. With hospices needing to raise
approximately €20 million each year to
continue to provide their specialist care, it
is so important for the public to show their
support by donating on-street or on-line
during this year's campaign.” 

You can support Our Lady's Hospice &
Care Services, Wicklow Hospice by donat-
ing to the on-street volunteers on Friday
6th or Saturday 7th June, or by donating
online throughout the month of June via
the website, www.sunflowerdays.ie.

Pictured at the launch of ths year's campaign are Hospice Sunflower Days Ambassadors  Miriam  O'Callaghan and  Jenny
McCarthy with  Laragh McGuinness and twins Alya and Yara Kashlan. 

Joseph and Niamh Reid seek 
permission for (A) conversion of
the existing garage into habitable
accommodation, (B) construction
of a new pitched roof over the
existing garage including the
addition of 4no. rooflights and (C)
construction of a new two-storey
extension to the rear of the 
existing dwell ing and all 
associated site works at 7
Ardmore Park, Bray, Co. Wicklow,
A98 K5A0.
The planning application may be
inspected or purchased at a fee
not exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy at the offices of
Wicklow County Council, County
Buildings, Wicklow during its 
public opening hours and a 
submission or observation in 
relation to the application may be
made to the authority in writing
on payment of the prescribed fee
within the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of receipt
by the authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
I David O Rorke seek an outline
planning permission for a new
dwelling house, driveway,
packaged effluent disposal
system with Biofilter direct 
discharge polishing filter to
current EPA standards, new
groundwater well, together
with all required site and
development works at
Knockrobin Farm, Rathnew, 
Co. Wicklow. The planning
application may be inspected
or purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy at the offices
of Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow 
during its public opening 
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to the
application may be made 
to the authority in writing on
payment of the prescribed fee
within the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of the
application. 

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
I  Therese O Rorke seek an 
outline planning permission 
for a new dwelling house,
driveway, packaged effluent
disposal system with Biofilter
direct discharge polishing 
filter to current EPA standards,
new groundwater well, 
together with all required 
site and development works 
at Knockrobin Farm, Rathnew,
Co. Wicklow. The planning
application may be inspected
or purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy at the offices
of Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow 
during its public opening 
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to the
application may be made 
to the authority in writing on
payment of the prescribed fee
within the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of the
application. 

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
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Small Business Unit established 

Tánaiste Simon Harris said: “Fine Gael is
the party that backs business. Small and
medium business are the backbone of our
economy and as a proud representative for
Wicklow I know how important our busi-
nesses are to our communities. 

“Today’s announcement is a significant
milestone in delivering on a core commit-
ment of the Programme for Government that
Fine Gael led on.We want to place small
businesses at the heart of policy-making and
economic planning.

“The establishment of the Small Business
Unit reflects our determination to ensure
small businesses get the focus, support and

respect they deserve from Government.
“This new Unit will ensure that business-

es voices are heard at the highest level of
Government and that policy decisions
reflect their day-to-day realities.

“My colleague and friend Minister Burke
has shown clear leadership in driving this
forward, and I am proud to support him and
his work as we take this crucial step to
improve the competitiveness, productivity,
and future resilience of small enterprises
across Ireland in these turbulent times.”

The new Unit will implement the SME
Test across Government, simplify access to
funding and support through the National

Enterprise Hub, and ensure Local Enterprise
Offices are properly resourced. It comes on
the back of the Governmentís recent agree-
ment to accelerate development of the
Action Plan for Competitiveness and
Productivity and introduce targeted mea-
sures to respond to the challenges facing
Irish SMEs.

Tánaiste Simon Harris concluded: “Fine
Gael has led this initiative, and we will con-
tinue to be relentless in our support for Irish
entrepreneurs, job creators and small busi-
ness owners. This is not just about policy
itís about people, jobs and making sure our
communities prosper.”

Tánaiste and Fine Gael Leader Simon Harris has welcomed the announcement by Minister for Enterprise, Tourism
and Employment Peter Burke TD on the establishment of a dedicated Small Business Unit within the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and Employment.

Promoting Wicklow for luxury travel in Germany
Tourism Ireland, together with 11 tourism operators from Ireland - including Druids Glen Hotel & Golf Resort - 
recnetly took part in a luxury roadshow with Loop, a luxury platform, in Germany. The workshops took place in
Frankfurt and Munich  and continued in Hamburg and Cologne. 

The 'Loop Hours' work-
shops in the four German
cit ies  provide a valuable
platform for Tourism Ireland
and partners to connect and
do business with German
luxury travel buyers. The
aim is to inspire the German
travel professionals about all
that Ireland has to offer and
to win a greater  share of
their business for 2025 and
beyond.

Nadine Lehmann, Tourism
Ireland's Manager Germany,
said:  “Aligning with our
ambition to deliver increased
revenue, Tourism Ireland is
working hard to win a
greater share of the German
luxury travel market. Our
participation in the 'Loop
Hours' luxury workshops this
month provides us with a
great opportunity to promote
Ireland's  luxury tourism
offering.  The format of  
pre-scheduled, one-to-one
appointments and network-
ing allows our partners to
connect  with influential
German luxury tour opera-
tors and travel agents, ensur-
ing Ireland is 'top of mind'
for them when recommend-
ing dest inat ions to their
clients in 2025 and beyond." 

Monika Wormann, Tourism Ireland; Shane Browne, The Fota Collection; Denise Corboy, Druids
Glen Hotel & Golf Resort; Klaus Kabelitz, The Doyle Collection; Dorothee Horgan, Tour Partner
Group; and Constantin Benesch, Conrad Dublin, at the ‘Loop Hours’ luxury workshop in
Frankfurt.

Monika Wormann, Tourism Ireland; Denise Corboy, Druids Glen Hotel &
Golf Resort; Dermot O'Neill, AC Tours; Klaus Kabelitz, The Doyle
Collection; Constantin Benesch, Conrad Dublin; and Claudia Anton, 360
Travel Design, at the 'Loop Hours' luxury workshop in Munich.

From 

€49
Call Richard: 087 348 8516  
www.obriensroofingandguttering.ie

From 

€199
Gutters
Cleaned
& Sealed

Roof
Repairs

REASONABLE RATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

COVERING DEANSGRANGE
AND WICKLOW TEST CENTRES

• Pre-test • EDT • Lessons 
• Car Hire for test

T: 087 6701772

DAVE COPE
DRIVING
SCHOOL

www.davecopedrivingschool.com Tel: 087 610 9128

AnTO’S TREE
SERvICES
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

30%
Discount

this
month

Wicklow office number: 0404 50009   mobile: 087 095 3763

www.dryfixroofing.ie

Moss removel

Bird stoppers

Chimney guards

Chimney repairs

Roof painting

Roof cleaning 

Roof repairs

Flat roofs 

Chimney pots 

replacement

NO EXPERIENCE

NECESSARY!

Join Greystones
Ladies Cricket

Team for a
FREE training

session
Monday, May 12th,

19th & 26th. 
6.30-8pm. Druids

Glen. Age 11 to adult

www.greystonescricket.com
Contact Liz: 087 931 4914

• Garden Maintenance / Landscaping • Fencing 
• Tree Felling • Stump Removal • Tree Surgery

• Patios • Paving • Driveways • Walling

Mobile: 085 191 9465 
FREEPHONE: 1800 911 645

Email: prioritylandscaping.ie@gmail.com
www.prioritylandscaping.ie

Contact Pat for a free, no obligation quote

Family run business since 1999

• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 
• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600

THE

MIRACULOUS

PRAYER 

Dear Heart of Jesus in the

past I have asked for many

favours. This time I ask you

this very special one.

(Mention request) Take it,

dear Heart of Jesus and

place it within your broken

Heart where your Father

sees it. Then, in his merciful

eyes it will become your

favour not mine. St

Anthony and St Jude,

helper of the hopeless, aid

me in my distress. Amen.

Say this prayer for three

days. Promise publication

and favour will be granted.

Never known to fail.

Thank you. S.M.

Gospel:
Luke 11:

27-28

As Jesus was
speaking, a woman
spoke from the
crowd and said to
him, ‘Blessed is the
one who gave you
birth and nursed
you!’ Jesus replied,
‘Surely blessed are
those who hear the
word of God and
keep it as well.’

THE

MIRACULOUS

PRAYER 

Dear Heart of Jesus in the

past I have asked for many

favours. This time I ask you

this very special one.

(Mention request) Take it,

dear Heart of Jesus and

place it within your broken

Heart where your Father

sees it. Then, in his merciful

eyes it will become your

favour not mine. St

Anthony and St Jude,

helper of the hopeless, aid

me in my distress. Amen.

Say this prayer for three

days. Promise publication

and favour will be granted.

Never known to fail.

Thank you. B.H.



Ask about our

Interest free credit

available with

T&Cs apply

FIND US
Take Exit 7 on the N11.

We’re just 5 minutes 

from the exit!

Havana Taupe 3 Seater

Power recliner

WAS €1795 

NOW

€1395 

Rosa 2 Seater & 

3 Seater Cloudy

Basic Kirli Krem

SPECIAL DEAL PRICE

€2995

NOW

€1345Florence Small Sofa

Watson Hydro

WAS €2275

Tara 2 Seater

WAS €1659

NOW

€1185

€100 allowed for your replaced Suite plus
FREE removal of your old sofa with 
delivery of your new 
one

SOFA SCRAPPAGE SCHEMESOFA SCRAPPAGE SCHEME
ENDS

SATURDAY


