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WE DELIVER! - for 36 years

In the past number of years Wicklow has had two Ministers of
Health, a Taoiseach and a Tániste and last Friday County
Wicklow secured another high profile political post with the
appointment of John Brady TD as chair of the powerful
oirechtas committee-the Public Accounts Committee (PAC).    

N e w l y - a p p o i n t e d
chairperson on the Public
Accounts Committee
(PAC), John Brady TD,
has vowed to hold the
government and state
bodies to account for
how they spend taxpay-
ers' money.

Deputy Brady made
his comments after Mary
Lou McDonald ann-
ounced that he would
chair the PAC as one of a
record seven Sinn Féin
chairpersons - four men
and three women - of
Oireachtas committees in

this Dáil term.
Brady brings a wealth

of experience of the 
committee to the role,
having served on the
PAC in the last Dáil.

Brady said: "The pub-
lic deserve to have confi-
dence that the taxes they
pay to the State are spent
appropriately and deliver
value for money, and it is
the job of the Public
Accounts Committee to
hold the government and
state bodies to account.

"In the last Dáil, I was
proud to play my part on

PAC as we exposed the
financial scandals at RTÉ
and the colossal misman-
agement by government
of the National Children's
Hospital project. People
are sick to their back
teeth of seeing their taxes
wasted by successive
Fianna Fáil and Fine
Gael coalitions.

"In the dying days of
the last government, we
had the drip-feed of
shocking levels of waste
- €336,000 on a bike
shed, €500,000 on pri-
vate jet flights for Simon
Harris,  €1.4m on a secu-
rity hut, €9m on phone
pouches, and the biggest
one of all, the €1.5bn
overspend on the Child-
ren's Hospital.

"Four months into
2025 and there is no end
in sight, and no account-
ability - nearly half a mil-
lion euro spent by the
OPW on a perimeter

wall, almost €7m wasted
by the Arts Council on a
failed IT project, while
my Sinn Féin colleague
Mark Ward has uncov-
ered that the HSE has
thrown away €7m since
2022 for not paying their
bills on time.

"Fianna Fáil, Fine
Gael and the state agen-
cies their governments
are supposed to oversee
have been wasting tax-
payers' money at extreme
levels. The culture of
waste and unaccountabil-
ity that they have over-
seen has to stop and as
chair of the PAC, I will
ensure that those respon-
sible are held to account.

"There's important
work ahead, and I'm
looking forward to get-
ting stuck in. I intend to
work constructively with
all committee members
to make the PAC as
effective as it can be."

Amahle Sibanda, Alex Gammell, Ali Ryan, Eva McGinn and Eve Smillie at the St. Joseph's

National School Newtown Talent Show in the Parkview Hotel. Pic: Michael Kelly. 
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John Brady TD. 

Congratulations 

to St. Catherines 

on their upcoming

50th celebrations

CARNEW
Enterprise Centre 10-11 am

ARKLOW
Arklow Library 2-3pm

RATHDRUM
Bates Restaurant
(Courtyard) 3.45-4.30pm

FIONNTÁN

Ó SÚILLEABHÁIN TD
STANDING UP FOR SOUTH WICKLOW

Always happy to help - Contact us on:
fionntan.osuilleabhain@oireachtas.ie or: 089 2102892

CONSTITUENCY
CLINICS
Friday, May 2nd
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Herbert Road protest 
on May 13th 

Local Aontú advocate Ciarán Hogan is leading a
protest against the proposed closure of the Herbert
Road access to the N11. The protest will be taking
place on Tuesday May 13th, not May 16th as print-
ed in Wicklow Times in 15th April ediition. The
public who oppose the proposal are invited to walk
the entire length of Herbert Road in Bray, ending at
the Municipal District council meeting in the Town
Hall above McDonald's. The route of the march
will start at Kilbride Church where Herbert road
meets the N11, and will proceed along the road
passing Ashton Wood, Thornbrook, Richmond
Park, Pemberton, Rectory Slopes,  Kilbride Lane,
Ardmore Wood , Kilarney lane, Millers wood,
Killarney glen, Glenwood, and King Edward
estates, as well as Ardmore Studios and Holy
Reedeemer car park. All of which will be massive-
ly affected by the closure. 

The march will stop on Quinsborough Road for
few speeches before travelling up Bray Main Street
to end at the Bray council chamber in time for the
May monthly meeting. The whole march is expect-
ed to take around 1 hour 15 minutes walking at a
low moderate pace. 

Shankill Classical Music Club

The next meeting is on Wednesday 14th May.
Usual time - 7:45 to 10:00 pm, including a teabreak
- and place - Shankill Day Centre, Lower Rd,
Shankill (100 yds from the main street, car parking
available). The music will be as always: a varied
programme of classical music on CDs, covering
many genres - orchestral, instrumental, vocal, opera
etc. - in a friendly setting. Visitors and new and
returning members are always welcome.  You don't
need to be an expert! There's no charge on the
night. For further info phone or text John at
0872109175.

Greystones Flower Club

The next meeting is on Tuesday 29th April
where the demonstrator will be Ms Ali Dietrich. It
will take place at 8pm in The Evangelical Church
Hall, Hillside Road, Greystones. Tea/coffee will be
served. Non members very welcome. Entrance €10
for the evening or €35 yearly membership.

Loreto Bray class of '75 reunion

Were you in the Loreto Bray class of 1975? You
are invited to join your former classmates for a
reunion on Tuesday 24th June 2025 at 7.30pm in
Butler and Barry in Bray. Please call 089 427 7069.

Shankill Book Sale 

The Shankill Day Centre Book Sale takes place
on the first Saturday of each month, in Shankill
Day Care Centre, Lower Road, Shankill (D18
HW95), from 10am to 1pm. Donations of good
quality, clean books greatly appreciated on day of
sale (2 bags per person).  

Greystones community launches
fundraiser to honour beloved
local legend Bridie Mooney

Greystones Town Team and Greystones Tidy Towns have come together to launch a special community fundraiser in memory of one of the
town's most treasured figures - Bridie Mooney.

For over 60 years,
Bridie ran Mooney's shop
on Trafalgar Road - a
small store that became
the heart of the commu-
nity. Whether it was coal,
cleaning supplies, hand-
made furniture, or a well-
earned treat after school,
Bridie had it all.  But
more than what she sold,
it was how she showed
up - every single day -
with warmth, care, and
an open heart, that made
her so loved by genera-
tions of local families.

To celebrate her
incredible contribution to
the town, funds are now
being raised for a 9ft-
high corten steel totem to
be installed at Greystones
Railway Station. The
totem will feature a beau-
tiful portrait of Mrs.
Mooney by Greystones-
based artist Tom Byrne
and serve as a permanent
reminder of the role she
played in the life of the
town.

“This is more than a
tribute,” said a spoke-
sperson from Greystones
Town Team. “It's a way
to honour someone who
was the centre of her
community for more than
six decades - and to keep
her presence alive in the
streets she helped shape.”

The fundraiser is now
live on GoFundMe
https://gofund.me/6ce0d5
87 and everyone is invit-
ed to take part. All
donors will be welcomed
to a special totem unveil-

Bridie Mooney in her shop in 2015

New Digital Help Service from Bray CIC
Bray Citizens Information Centre (CIC) is pleased to announce the introduction of its new Digital Help Service where
a member of staff will support you to access government services which are online. 

They can help you
with creat ing a  new
email address and set-
t ing up myGov.id
account to get you start-
ed. The range of online
services they support
you with include Social
Welfare Applications,
the National Childcare
Scheme, Driving Lic-
ense Renewals, Choices
Based Let t ing,  Pass-
word Renewals, SUSI
App-l icat ions and
Revenue Online.  You
will need a smart phone
to conduct these trans-
actions and to make an
appointment. 

Martina Cronin, Dev-
elopment Manager stat-
ed “as government ser-
vices are rapidly going
online, we are here to
help our customers who
may find it difficult to
engage with these inter-

net platforms.”
Information Officer in

Bray CIC, Sarah Greene,
added “the push to go
online is because these
applications can typical-
ly  be processed more
quickly and have a faster
turnaround t ime.  My
colleague, Julie, and I
are  here  to  show our
customers how to navi-
gate these online plat-
forms and to  provide
direct assistance if nec-
essary”.

Funded by the Citizens
Information Board, the
Citizens Information

Service provides infor-
mation, adv-ice and
advocacy on social wel-
fare and other social
issues such as employ-
ment,  health services,
housing, education, fami-
ly matters,  consumer
rights and more.

A growing number of
customers  require  in-
depth assistance and CIS
plays an important role
in providing advocacy
with,  or  on behalf  of ,
those people who need
it, including people with
disabil i t ies,  migrants,
refugees, lone parents,

the Travelling Comm-
unity,  pr isoners ,  geo-
graphically isolated peo-
ple and those who may
not have access to digi-
tal resources. Basically
anyone working or liv-
ing in County Wicklow
who has an issue that
needs addressing or is 
at a crossroads in their
lives. 

For anyone needing
free, impartial, confiden-
tial and informed advice
and support the CIS is
here to help. To find out
their opening hours or if
you would l ike us  to

address a specific query
or to book an appoint-
ment with a member of
their team please contact
your  local  Ci t izens
Information Centre in
Bray CIC on 0818 07
6780. They also have an
office in Arklow where
you can drop-in, tele-
phone or  make an
appointment. Telephone:
Arklow on 0818 07
6750. 

Their website www.cit-
izensinformation.ie also
has their opening hours
and is  packed ful l  of
helpful information.

ing event, where there
will be sweets shared in
Bridie's honour. The most
generous supporters will
also be acknowledged on
a framed poster displayed

beside the totem.
Bridie retired on

Christmas Eve 2015 after
62 years behind the
counter, and when she
passed away in

September 2020, her
funeral procession
through Greystones was
met with a spontaneous
round of applause - a pow-
erful testament to how

much she meant to this
town.

Now, with the help of
her community, Bridie
Mooney's story will live
on - not just in memory,

but in a place of pride for
all to see.

Donate today and help
celebrate a true Grey-
stones legend.See https://
gofund.me/6ce0d587

Brian Robinson
B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

State Solicitor

Eilish Bradshaw 
B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Ciara O’Sullivan B.B.L.S., (Euro)

Hannah Stockwell-Quinn
B.C.L., L.L.M.

Peter McQuillan
B.A. (Mod) Leg Sc TCD

Seonadh Twomey
B.A., M.C.L., L.L.M.

Property 
Probate and Assisted Decision Making
Commercial Litigation 
Medical Negligence 
Planning and Environmental 
General Litigation 

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

24A Florence Road, Bray | Main Street, Newtownmountkennedy.

T: 01 276 1330   E: info@benvillerobinson.ie 

www.benvillerobinson.ie 
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Fine Gael council
seat to be filled

Pictured are contestants for the vacant Fine Gael county council seat, Rebecca Molloy and
Ned Whelan.

The vacancy that occurred when Aoife Flynn Kennedy resigned her county council seat
when appointed a senior executive officer in Dun Laoghaire County Council is to be filled
next Tuesday 6th May. 

Contesting for the seat are Rebecca Molloy; a native of Bray who stood un-sucessfully for Fine Gael in
Dun Laoghaire in last year’s local elections, and Ned Whelan. Ned, a resident of Bray, stood for the party in
the Bray East ward in the 2019 local elections and is well known as Chairman of East Coast Credit Union
and co-treasurer of Fine Gael in County Wicklow.

‘Tenant in Situ cuts will
drive up homelessness’

John Brady TD has hit out at the Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael, and Lowry Government for slashing
funding to the Tenant in Situ scheme - a move that has led to Wicklow County Council sus-
pending new applications to the scheme, putting families at serious risk of homelessness.

Speaking following confirmation
from Wicklow County Council,
Brady said: “The decision to sus-
pend the Tenant in Situ scheme in
Wicklow is deeply alarming and
will have devastating consequences
for vulnerable households. This fol-
lows the Government's cynical cuts
and changes to the scheme ó
changes that are not only heartless
but will actively drive more people
into homelessness.

“Wicklow County Council has
now suspended the acceptance of
any new applications and is await-
ing clarity from Minister James
Brown and the Department of
Housing. This delay and uncertain-
ty will push families over the edge.
The Tenant in Situ scheme has been
a crucial mechanism in stopping
people from losing their homes. In

2023, it prevented 26 households in
Wicklow from becoming homeless.
So far in 2024, up to November, a
further 18 households were saved
from homelessness thanks to this
scheme.

“That is the kind of impact that
proper funding and political will
can deliver - real, tangible support
for people who are at risk. Cutting
that lifeline is cruel, and Minister
James Brown must urgently recon-
sider this position. He must recog-
nise that this shameful decision will
directly result in families in
Wicklow being pushed into home-
lessness. There is no other outcome
unless these cuts are reversed.

“The reality is, under this Fianna
Fáil, Fine Gael, and Lowry
Government, homelessness has
reached the highest level ever

recorded in the history of the state.
That is the legacy of this
Government's housing policies.
And now, instead of addressing the
crisis with urgency and compas-
sion, they are compounding it by
dismantling one of the few effective
measures available to stop people
from falling into homelessness.

“This is a deeply cynical and
short-sighted move. It will not
reduce the need for housing - it will
only reduce the number of people
who are able to stay in their homes.
That's the simple truth. The Tenant
in Situ scheme must be fully rein-
stated, and proper funding provided
to Wicklow County Council with-
out delay. We need real action, not
more excuses. Families in Wicklow
deserve to be protected, not aban-
doned.” 

Whitmore calls for action
on Uisce Eireann issues

Speaking in the Dáil recently, Social Democrats TD, Jennifer Whitmore, addressed the
numerous local issues with Uisce Eireann, highlighting the systemic failures and calling for
urgent government action. 

"Despite the significant investment
and political will behind Uisce
Eireann, they continue to struggle
with basic issues," Deputy Whitmore
stated. 

“In my constituency, there were
multiple issues last year alone with
Uisce Eireann. Over Christmas, a
pump failure in Bray allowed sewage
to be pumped onto the beach for four
days. This led to the cancellation of
the annual charity swim and meant
that people could not swim in the sea
for five days in Bray. There were also
sewage leaks into the harbour at
Greystones during this period, which
led Wicklow County Council to pro-
hibit swimming at Greystones
Harbour Environs, Greystones Cove
Beach and Greystones South Beach,”
Deputy Whitmore explained.

“There were also issues with the
Three Trouts River in Greystones last
year where sewage flowing into the
river turned the water grey and peo-
ple in the surrounding area were not
leaving their homes due to the smell.
There were serious concerns around
the wildlife living in the river at this
time, Deputy Whitmore noted.

“At the moment, there are ongoing
odour issues around the wastewater
plants in Greystones and the
Murrough. These are simple things
that should be resolved, yet there's no
indication that Uisce Eireann is on
top of it, despite public calls for
action.

“In 2023, Uisce Eireann reported
1,141 short-duration environmental
incidents, half of which were due to
equipment breakdowns and mainte-

nance issues. Many of the issues that
they report are small, once-off, easy
fixes. For example, alarms not going
off when a pump stops or a generator
fails. These are not large-scale infras-
tructure failures; they are basic issues
that Uisce Eireann should be able to
fix. Staff on the ground are doing
their best to address these issues but
there is a lack of focus on a senior
level impeding them," Deputy
Whitmore continued.

"There are too many instances
where Uisce Eireann is not meeting
the standard that we need from our
highly invested in and highly
resourced national water company.
The government needs to ensure that,
when Uisce Eireann is tasked with a
job, they do that job and do it proper-
ly," Deputy Whitmore concluded.

Jodie Doyle, Antal Szabo, Tony Battle and Geoff Michael at the Wicklow Sings Festival 2025 in
Temple Carrig School in Greystones. 

ARMY RIFLE RANGES 

WARNING
If you are walking in the countryside

do not walk onto any of the

Military Firing Ranges

as you could be in

GREAT DANGER

at all times from unexploded shells and

other dangerous ammunition 

RED FLAGS indicate LIVE FIRING

Watch out for the warning signs  

AND TAKE CARE!

RAONTA RAIDHFILÍ AN AIRM 

FOLÁIREAMH
Má bhíonn tú ag siúl faoin tuath, 

ná siúil isteach i gceann ar bith de na 
Raonta Lámhaigh Míleata 
mar d’fhéadfá a bheith i

nDEARG-BHAOL
i gcónaí de bharr sliogáin 

neamhphléasctha agus armlón 
contúirteach eile 

Is ionann BRATACHA DEARGA 
agus BEO-LÁMHACH

Bí ag faire do na comharthaí foláirimh  
AGUS BÍ AR d’AIRDEALL!
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Greystones hosts second Climate Action Forum 
Representatives from various community and sports groups gathered for Greystones' second
Climate Action Forum, held at Greystones Golf Club on Saturday 12th April, from 2-5pm.
The event, organised by Wicklow County Council, welcomed participants from Greystones,
Delgany, Kilcoole, Killincarrig, Newcastle, and Newtownmountkennedy. 

Building on the suc-
cess of the inaugural
forum held in Burnaby
Park last September,
which was led by the
Department of the
Environment, Climate
and Communications
with support from
Wicklow County Council
and the Bray and North
Wicklow Area Part-ner-
ship, this event continued
to foster collaboration
and momentum around
local climate action. 

The forum was offi-
cially opened by
Cathaoirleach of the
Greystones Municipal
District,  Cllr Tom
Fortune. He praised Rob
Mooney from the
Department of Envir-
onment, Climate and
Communications for his
leadership in launching
the forum and commend-
ed Wicklow County
Council for advancing the
initiative. 

"Events like these are

essential," Cllr. Fortune
remarked. "They help
shine a light on success
stories, inspire others to
get involved, and create
vital connections across
individuals and commu-
nity groups working
towards a shared goal of
making our community
more sustainable and cli-
mate-resilient. They also
remind us that we are not
working alone, but as
part of a larger, passion-
ate community striving

for a better future."
Wicklow County

Council Chief Executive
Emer O'Gorman echoed
this sentiment, stating,
“I'm delighted with the
success of the Climate
Action Community Fo-
rum held in Greystones.
Events like this highlight
the incredible passion,
innovation, and commit-
ment that exist in our
communities when it
comes to tackling climate
change. From grassroots
groups to sporting organi-
zations, it's inspiring to
see so many people come
together to build a green-
er, more sustainable future
for all. 

This forum wasn't just
about sharing ideas; it was
about creating real
momentum and forging
meaningful connections.
The level of engagement
and enthusiasm shown
proves that climate action
is not just a responsibility
- it's a community oppor-
tunity. Together, we are
laying the groundwork for
lasting change, and the
council looks forward to
continuing this important
journey with all of you." 

The forum featured a
series of insightful pre-
sentations on key climate
topics, including: 
• Dr. Robert Mooney
(Department of Envir-
onment, Climate and

Communications) - An
update on the Climate
Action Works Prog-ramme
• Aadarsh Das (Moby E-
Mobility) - Demonstration
of the e-mobility bike
scheme coming to
Greystones
• Liz Dillon (Greystones
Tidy Towns) - The poten-
tial impact of reusable cup
schemes such as 2 Go
Cups on waste reduction
• Julie Sammiller -
Overview of the Comm-
unity Climate Action
Programme
• Olive Farrell (Eire Og
Greystones) - Insights on
how the club is becoming

more sustainable
• Mide O'Sullivan - The
benefits of the GAA Green
Clubs Programme
• Simon Whelan (Wic-
klow SEC Mentor) - How
sports clubs can benefit as
a Sustainable Energy
Community
• Deirdre Joyce (Codling
Wind Park Community
Liaison Officer) -
Information on the poten-
tial future with the
Community Benefit Fund
• Alison Keogh (Wicklow
Partnership) - Funding
programmes available for
community groups

During the event, atten-

dees were polled on their
views about climate
change and local sustain-
ability: 
• 50% said they were
alarmed, with 25% anx-
ious and a further 25%
unsettled by climate
change
• 93% said they would use
or consider using the
upcoming e-mobility bike
scheme
• 94% said they would use
a reusable cup or partici-
pate in a 2 Go Cup scheme
to reduce disposable cup
waste
• 94% expressed a desire
for sports clubs and com-

munity groups to adopt
more sustainable practices
• 97% said they would
consider making greener
choices at home or in their
community
• Over 80% believed it is
still possible to reverse the
worst impacts of climate
change

The strong turnout and
high level of engagement
at the forum reflect a
growing commitment
among local community
groups and sports clubs to
work together toward a
more sustainable, climate-
resilient future for the
Greystones area.

Austin Baines and Olive Farrell.

(L to R) Deirdre Joyce (Community Benefit Fund - Codling Wind Park), Simon Whelan (Sustainable
Energy Communities Programme for Sports Clubs), Mark Costello (Climate Change Coordinator
Wicklow County Council), Tom Fortune (Cathaoirleach of Greystones Municipal District), Liz
Dillon (Greystones 2 Go Cup Scheme), Justin Ivory (Local Authority Waters Programme), Mide
OíSullibhan (Green Clubs Programme for Greystones), Alison Keogh (Wicklow Partnership),
Aadarsh Das (Moby E-Mobility Bikes), Julie Sammiller (Community Climate Action Programme
Wicklow County Council), Cllr Orla Finn, Olive Farrell (Eire Og GAA Experience of Programme),
Dr. Robert Mooney (Department of Environment, Climate and Communications Update) and Cllr
Lourda Scott. Photo by Mick Kelly.

Ed Melvin, Rebecca Gill and Lesley Ann Whelan.

Recycled:
• Screened Soil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Soil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com
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Summer Doyle and Rachel Brady at the St. Joseph's National School Newtown Talent Show in
the Parkview Hotel. 

'This is not
a solution'

Progress has been made regarding a new service to provide public transport access to Dublin
Airport for North Wicklow residents, Tanaiste Simon Harris TD said.  

The decision by Aircoach to
withdraw its 702 service has left
thousands of residents in Bray,
Greystones, Kilcoole, and Delgany
without a direct public transport
link to the airport.

Following direct engagement by
the Tánaiste, the National Transport
Authority (NTA) has approved an
application by Wexford Bus to
serve additional stops, most notably
Kilmacanogue, on its route.

Greystones Councillor Lourda
Scott was less than entghusiastic
about this news, however: "I say
we should be doing far better than
that," she said. "Not only is this
impossible for those with early
morning or late-night flights, but is
simply not a viable option for any
vulnerable travellers. In addition a
car will be needed to get to the stop
in the first place." 

In a statement, the Tanaiste said:
"I am delighted to announce that
significant progress has been made
in relation to public transport
access for residents in the north of
County Wicklow who want to fly
from Dublin Airport. 

"This progress follows Air-
coach's regrettable decision to end
their 702 service which previously
served both Bray and Greystones,
leaving many residents without a
public transport option to access
Dublin Airport. 

"As soon as I became aware of
the service cancellation back in
February, I immediately sought
alternative solutions to support the
affected communities. I would like
to commend Wexford Bus for their
receptiveness and constructive
approach to my enquiries, and I can
now announce that Wexford Bus
has had their application to serve
Kilmacanogue as an additional stop
has been granted by the NTA.  

"The next step is for Wicklow

County Council give the green light
for this additional stop, and I will
continue to work to ensure this hap-
pens without delay."

The Tánaiste added: "I am sure
that this announcement will be a
great relief to many and will
undoubtedly help holiday-goers as
we move into the Summer months." 

Cllr Scott had recently criticised
the National Transport Authority
(NTA) for its refusal to engage with
local representatives and its failure
to provide solutions to the loss of
direct public transport between
North Wicklow and Dublin Airport.
She was also less than enthusiastic
about the news that Wexford Bus
being able to pick up passengers in
Kilmacanogue. 

Councillor Scott brought a for-
mal request. through Wicklow
County Council and Greystones
Municipal District Council for a
meeting with the NTA to discuss
replacing the service, along with
other issues. This was refused. The
NTA has also ruled out the possibil-
ity of introducing a Public Service
Obligation (PSO) route to serve the
affected areas.

Speaking on the matter recently,
Cllr Scott said: "The NTA's reluc-
tance to meet with elected repre-
sentatives is very disappointing. We
are best placed to know the needs
of our community yet the very
organisation responsible for public
transport planning is refusing to
engage with us. The NTA attended
a Council meeting in October, how-
ever that was prior to the cancella-
tion of the Aircoach service and
indeed before the issues that have
arisen with the new Bus Connects
routes. If they are not willing to
meet with Councillors in response
to these problems, then who are
they answering to?"

She also criticised the lack of

any concrete plan to replace the lost
service, highlighting the significant
difficulties now faced by many
groups, including airport workers,
all of whom relied on a direct and
efficient airport link.

"This is a major public transport
gap affecting over 60,000 people,
and the NTA has dismissed the
issue entirely. Instead of working
towards a solution, the news that
the Wexford Bus will be able to
pick people up from Kilmacanoge
is being touted as a win. 

"North Wicklow is one of the
largest commuter areas in the coun-
try, and public transport should
reflect that. The refusal to engage
with those raising the issue is com-
pletely unacceptable."

In correspondence with
Greystones Municipal District
Offices in March, the NTA stated
"The NTA has no plans at present
to provide a Public Service
Obligation (PSO) direct bus
between North Wicklow and
Dublin Airport following the deci-
sion by Aircoach to withdraw their
commercial service from the area.
In terms of travel options between
North Wicklow and Dublin Airport,
there are a number of PSO services
which are available via interchange
with other services. Further infor-
mation on these options can be
assessed by visiting the TFI
(Transport for Ireland) Journey
Planner website or via the TFI Live
app. It is also open to other com-
mercial bus operators to seek a new
operating licence or to amend an
existing licence in order to deliver
similar type services to those previ-
ously provided by Aircoach." 

Cllr Scott is calling on the NTA
to reconsider its stance and to prop-
erly assess the need for a direct air-
port connection from North
Wicklow.

Lisa O'Riordan and Kim Harris at the Wicklow Sings Festival 2025 in Temple Carrig School,
Greystones. 
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Wheels in motion for Bike Week 2025
Pedal into adventure, romance, and fun!

Denise O'Shea and Adam Rochford of Wicklow LSP.

Wicklow is gearing up for an exciting week on two wheels as Bike Week 2025 returns from 10th to 18th May, bringing
a full calendar of cycling celebrations to communities across the county. The center piece of the week's events will be
the Wicklow Town Bike Week Festival, taking place on Thursday, 15th May from 4-7pm in the Murrough Carpark.

This free, all-ages event
promises an unforgettable
afternoon of cycling fun,
featuring a packed line-up
designed to get everyone
in the saddle. At the heart
of the festival will 
be a full-sized Street
Velodrome, giving visitors
the chance to test their
speed and skill on a
thrilling track set up right
in the Murrough Carpark,
overlooking the seafront.
Festival-goers can also
enjoy a lively outdoor spin

class, learn to ride at the
Learn to Cycle area, or
unleash their creativity at
Pimp My Bike, where they
can add colourful decora-
tions, lights, and acces-
sories to their bikes.

Adding a completely
new twist to this year's fes-
tival is a never-before-seen
event that is set to turn
heads and may even spark
a love story. In collabora-
tion with TikTok influ-
encer The Dating Orange,
Wicklow is launching its

first-ever Singles Tandem
Love Cycle. This fun and
light-hearted blind date
experience will pair partic-
ipants aged 18 and over
for a scenic tandem bike
ride through Wicklow
Town. After a 30ñ40
minute ride together, each
pair will enjoy a free pizza
date to see if any chem-
istry blossoms. The dead-
line to apply for this date
is April 30th. Visit
https://wicklowlsp.ie for
more information. 

Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County Council,
Cllr. Paul O'Brien
expressed his enthusiasm
for this year's unique pro-
gram: "We are thrilled to
bring such an energetic
and inclusive lineup to
Wicklow for Bike Week
2025. The new activities
added this year offer
something totally different.
I encourage everyone to
come down to the
Murrough for this yearís
festival and the street velo-

drome. We look forward
to seeing the streets filled
with bikes and big
smiles." 

Beyond the flagship
event in Wicklow Town,
Bike Week will feature
activities across the county
throughout the week.
Ballinastoe Woods will
host mountain biking ses-
sions, while Blessington
will offer a Cycle and
Sauna experience. For
those looking to build con-
fidence or learn the basics,
Learn to Cycle sessions
and Bike Maintenance
Workshops will be avail-
able in various locations
countywide, providing
valuable skills for riders of
all ages and abilities. 

Chief Executive of
Wicklow County Council,
Emer O'Gorman, high-
lighted the importance of
the week: "Bike Week is a
fantastic opportunity to
promote cycling, wellness,
sustainability, and commu-
nity connection. With
events happening in every
corner of Wicklow, thereís
something for everyone to
enjoy - whether you're
tackling the trails or just
learning to ride." 

Theresa O'Brien,
Director of Service 
at Wicklow County

Council, added: "The
energy around Bike Week
this year is incredible. We
are celebrating cycling in
all its forms. It's about
encouraging people to get
out, have fun, and maybe
even try something new." 

Bike Week 2025 in
Wicklow promises to be
one of the most dynamic
and inclusive yet, inviting
people of all ages and
backgrounds to experience
the joy and freedom of
cycling. So pump up your

tires, grab a helmet, and
join in the adventure! 

For more details about
the full schedule of events
and how to participate,
visit https://wicklowlsp.ie
or follow @activewicklow
on social media.

Adam Rochford, Denise O'Shea, Cllr Paul O'Brien, Ashley Wynne and Aisling Hubbard of
Wicklow LSP.

Remembering Bray's Eddie Jordan
The whole Formula One Grand Prix world stood still for three minutes at last month's
Chinese Grand Prix, to watch and listen to a superb 3-minute tribute by Bono to Eddie
Jordan, who died in Cape Town just three days earlier (20th March). Hundreds of millions
watched it on TV.

Eddie was not born in Bray but
spent a lot of his childhood there as
his father, Paddy, was a Bray native
and Paddy's sister Lilian was Eddie
favourite aunt, who spoilt him rot-
ten.

He and his parents and sister
Helen lived in Dartry, South
Dublin, which was connected
directly by train to Bray and Eddie
would spend almost every weekend
with spinster Aunt Lilian.

He loved Bray and the surrounds
and learnt to drive the familyís
Ford Anglia while his parents
played golf in the old Bray golf
course located beside the River
Dargle.

Eddie spent winters and sum-
mers in Bray and developed his
love of motorsport from his Bray
born cousin Noel Smith, a rally
champion driver and solicitor.

The Rathdrum and Wicklow
races were gone by the time Eddie
was of driving age, but he compet-
ed at Hillclimbs at Callery (beside
the Sugar Loaf), Enniskerry and
elsewhere around the county.

His mother Eileen was a loyal
member of Bray Golf Club and
played into her 80s. What he
achieved was simply amazing. He
was a champion driver ñ winning
the premier class Formula Atlantic
Irish championship in 1978. In
1979 he left his ten year career at
Bank of Ireland and emigrated to

become a professional driver in
England. But at 29 he was way too
old. so he started his own race team
and ran it very successfully in
1980s. In 1990 he put every penny
he had - and a lot more - on start-
ing his own Grand Prix team  -
which had a largely glittering exis-
tence ñ winning multiple Grand
Prix and almost winning the 1999
World Championships. The team
were enabled to win thanks to
Benson & Hedges sponsorship,
then headed up by Greystones man
Nigel Northridge.

Eddie loved the sea and sailing -

and spent his final three months in
Clifden in Cape Town in his villa
overlook the ocean - a love he car-
ried from his early days on the
Bray beachfront.

His autobiography 'An
Independent Man' recalls how his
love of music also came about
from the active band scene in Bray
in the 1970s.

Despite not living in Ireland for
years he remained Irish to his core
and loved nothing more than com-
ing back to Ireland and spending
time in the seaside town he adored,
Bray.

Best Buds - Bray's Liam Cunningham and Eddie Jordan at Eddie’s
70th birthday party.

By Martin McCarthy 

Cynthia

Ní Mhurchú
Cynthia

Ní Mhurchú
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Whitmore invites Minister for Biodiversity
and Heritage to visit Glen of the Downs

‘Time for Government to make good on previous conversations’

Social Democrat TD Jennifer Whitmore, has formally invited the Minister of State for Biodiversity and Heritage,
Minister Christopher O'Sullivan, to visit the Glen of the Downs Nature Reserve in County Wicklow. This invitation
underscores the critical need for government support in preserving this ecologically significant area.

"Earlier this week, I
invited the Minister to visit
the Glen of the Downs to
witness firsthand the
incredible commitment of
the local community to
nature conservation. It is
vital that the Minister
understands the impor-
tance of this site, its rich
history, and the ongoing
efforts by residents to pro-
tect and enhance its biodi-
versity," Deputy Whitmore
explained.

The Glen of the Downs,

a 2km long wooded glacial
valley, is a designated
Nature Reserve and
Special Area of
Conservation, renowned
for its rich biodiversity and
ancient woodland. The
area is home to a variety of
flora and fauna, including
rare and threatened
species. 

Towards the end of
2024, nearly 80 hectares of
land adjacent to the Glen
of the Downs came up for
sale, with 40 hectares

being forest land. Deputy
Whitmore started a peti-
tion to call on the
Government to purchase
this land to expand the
Glen of the Downs. The
petition garnered over
5,000 signatures from the
local community and
national environmental
groups. Deputy Whitmore
presented this petition to
the last government. She
also spoke to the previous
Minister about the poten-
tial government purchase

of the lands, and the
National Parks and
Wildlife Service were
looking into this last term.

“Considering how far
we got in our conversa-
tions last term, it is really
crucial that Minister
O'Sullivan come down to
the Glen of the Downs to
see the land and really
understand the importance
of this public purchase. It
is imperative that this gov-
ernment follows through
on previous discussions to

purchase this land,”
Deputy Whitmore empha-
sised.

"I am hopeful that the
Minister will accept this
invitation and come down
to meet with the local com-
munity. This visit would
provide an invaluable
opportunity to discuss the
significance of preserving
such a vital natural habitat
for future generations and
the governmentís central
role in this," Deputy
Whitmore concluded.

Jennifer Whitmore TD.

Progress made on cliff walk
with completion of tenders

evaluation process
The tender evaluation process for the Bray to Greystones Cliff walk inspection and report is complete and letters of
notification have been issued to tenderers via E-tenders. 

An Invitation to tender
for Engineering Con-sul-
tancy Services related to
the Bray to Greystones
Cliff walk inspection and
report were issued via
eTenders in Dec 2024 the
closing date for receipt of
tenders being the 7th of
February, 2025. 

The assessment will
highlight all of the areas of
immediate, short and long-
term concern. It will also
advise as to whether there
are any feasible immediate
actions that could be
undertaken relatively
quickly in order to reopen
the route to the public such

that it could be deemed
safe to do so, or that any
such immediate measures
would not be realistically
feasible given the risks
involved.  

The project is currently
within the mandatory 14-
day standstill period and if
no queries or observations
are received, formal
appointment of the pre-
ferred tenderer is expected
at the end of April/begin-
ning May pending com-
ments or observations
which may be received
during the standstill period. 

Once the consultant is
appointed it is intended to

request the Chair of the
Committee to convene a
meeting of the Bray to
Greystones Cliff Walk
Management Committee
and Bray Municipal
District will arrange to
have the consultants pre-
sent to advise on the next
steps and anticipated time-
frame for completion of
the work. Funding from
the Department of Housing
Local Government and
Heritage has been received
for this phase of the pro-
ject.

Cllr Erika Doyle,
Chairperson of the Cliff
Walk Committee, said "I'm

delighted to see this
progress update from the
team as we step closer to
the appointment of a con-
tractor for the necessary
engineering consultancy
services. It has been the
number one item on peo-
ple's agenda for Bray for a
number of years now and
understandably so. We
always knew this would
not be a quick fix, and
some of the issues at the
Greystones end differ from
the Bray end. There is still
some journey to travel. 

“However the proper
processes must be adhered
to. We have seen at a

national level how the
public view opaque proce-
dure and we want to
ensure that these vital
works are procured cor-
rectly. The reopening of
the Cliff Walk has been a
priority for not only this
committee but all the
elected members since its
closure. As a regular walk-
er of the route I want noth-
ing more than to enjoy the
stunning views of from our
coastal walk again. We are
committed to working
towards this goal and
keeping the public in the
loop on the project as it
progresses."

Cllr Erika Doyle.



Tuesday 29th April 2025Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

8 NEWS

Timmins backs call for new health policy
Fine Gael TD Edward Timmins has joined an Oireachtas Heart and Stroke group to back urgent calls for a new
national cardiovascular disease (CVD) health policy.  

Chris Macey, Director of Advocacy with the Irish Heart Foundation.

Deputy Timmins has
agreed to be an advocate
for the thousands of heart
disease and stroke
patients in his constituen-
cy.  Ten thousand lives a
year are claimed by CVD,
Ireland's biggest killer,
accounting for almost
30% of all mortality.  

In Wicklow, 18,000
people live with the dis-
ease, which causes a wide
range of heart conditions.
Nationally, 80,000 CVD
patients are discharged
home every year - or one
every seven minutes.  

But despite the enor-
mous toll of death and
infirmity, Ireland has not
had a CVD disease policy
for over five years. The
new group, set up by the
Irish Heart Foundation,
aims to build consensus
across the political spec-
trum to support these
'abandoned' patients - and

thereby deliver huge
reductions in preventable
death and disability.  

“The absence of a poli-
cy framework for the pre-
vention, detection and
treatment of CVD, along
with services that max-
imise patients' health and
wellbeing in the commu-
nity, is preventing the
development of lifesaving
services,” said Chris
Macey, Director of
Advocacy with the chari-
ty.  

“This is resulting in
preventable death, dis-
ability and loss of quality
of life on a significant
scale.  

“Cardiovascular care
has been operating in a
policy vacuum for the last
five and a half years since
the previous National
Cardiovascular Health
Policy expired.” 

Ireland, he said, has the

lowest number of cardiol-
ogists per capita in the
EU and there is a critical
need for investment in
cardiac imaging, includ-
ing Echocardiography,
Cardiac CT, and Cardiac
MRI.  

In addition, for those

discharged from hospital,
access to cardiac and
stroke rehabilitation
remains inadequate, they
are also struggling due to
the high costs associated
with having a CVD con-
dition and the widespread
absence of psychological
support to deal with the
trauma of having a
stroke, heart attack or
other heart disease diag-
nosis.  

As well as the need for
the fresh CVD policy, the
Irish Heart Foundation is
also asking the
Oireachtas Heart and
Stroke group to support
the following:  Action to
increase awareness, treat-
ment and control of high
blood pressure which
affects 1.5 million people
in Ireland and is the
biggest risk factor for
heart disease and stroke;
Full implementation of

the National Stroke
Strategy to ensure stroke
survivors are admitted to
dedicated stroke units,
which reduce death and
severe disability;  Greater
investment in cardiac
rehabilitation pro-
grammes, which can
reduce deaths from heart
disease by at least a fifth,
but which are under-
staffed and under-
resourced nationwide.  

Mr Macey said that for
the first time in several
years, the Irish Heart
Foundation is optimistic
about the future prospects
of heart patients and
stroke survivors.  

“The sector is united. It
has a vision that can
address current deficits and
futureproof services for the
rapid upsurge in heart dis-
ease and stroke due to our
expanding and ageing pop-
ulation,” he said.  

“This can deliver big
reductions in preventable
death and disability,
through more cost-effec-
tive services, but it can
only be achieved if poli-

cymakers make CVD a
national health priority in
the midst of so many cru-
cial competing needs
across our health services
and our population.”   

If you are a TD or
Senator and want to join
the Oireachtas Heart and
Stroke group, please con-
tact Pauline O’Shea at
poshea@irishheart.ie.

Edward Timmins TD. 

Over €10m investment
in Wicklow’s Healthcare 

infrastructure
Tánaiste Simon Harris TD recently announced a major invest-
ment of €10.13 million for healthcare projects across County
Wicklow, as part of the Health Service Executiveís (HSE) Capital
Plan for 2025. 

This is part of a record-breaking billion-euro investment in national funding
for healthcare infrastructure development. The funding will support a range of
significant local projects, including:
• The construction of six new en-suite bedrooms at Baltinglass Community
Hospital
• Restoration and enhancement works at Newcastle Hospital
• A new Community Nursing Unit for St. Colmanís, Rathdrum
• Procurement of a new site for Greystones Primary Care Centre

Welcoming the announcement, the Tánaiste said: “This is a landmark day
for healthcare in Wicklow. I am thrilled to confirm more than €10 million in
funding, which will directly benefit patients, families, and healthcare workers
across our county.

“Our hospitals and primary care centres are the backbone of healthy commu-
nities, and it is vital that these are funded properly. 

“In Wicklow, this announcement means direct funding for Baltinglass
Community hospital, in which six new en-suite bedrooms will be constructed
as well as the procurement of a new site for Greystones PCC, restoration works
to Newcastle Hospital and a new Community Nursing Unit for St. Colemanís
Rathdrum. 

“These projects will greatly help in allowing our healthcare services to better
meet the needs of patients and families across Wicklow. I look forward to see-
ing the positive impact this plan will have for communities across our county.” 

Tánaiste Simon Harris TD. 

Mental Health
Ireland invites
Wicklow to ask
Hello, How Are

You? on May 15th 
For a nation of great talkers, how do we really ask and really listen?
Mental Health Ireland invites County Wicklow to ask Hello, How Are
You? on Thursday May 15th. 

Now in its fourth year, the national
Hello, How Are You? campaign high-
lights the importance of staying con-
nected, helps tackle loneliness, creates
a sense of belonging and builds rela-
tionships. It also encourages early
help-seeking through reliable informa-
tion on mental health support services
and signposting.

There are many ways to slow down
and genuinely engage with a family
member, friend or even a stranger. You
don't need to be an expert to have a
meaningful conversation. By using the
HELLO Steps you can feel supported
in asking the question. Let's make say-
ing Hello and asking How Are You? an
everyday question that keeps us con-
nected.
• H: Say Hello?
• E: Engage with the person?
• L: Listen to them?
• L: Learn about them and what they
might be saying?
• O: Give them time to talk and to
explore options?

For free Hello resources, toolkits
and all the information you need in dif-
ferent languages,  visit  www.hel-
lohowareyou.info/resources

On Thursday, May 15th there will be
Hello, How Are You? events and vol-
unteers all over the country. From cof-
fee mornings to fundraising challenges,
there's lots of ways for communities,
schools and workplaces to get involved
with the campaign this year. It all starts
with a simple question, 'How Are You?'

Mental Health Ireland is teaming up
with companies, organisations and

groups to ensure that the message of
Hello, How Are You? reaches every
community and household in Ireland.

Irish Rail is supporting the mental
health campaign again with Hello
champions and volunteers at Waterford
Train Station as well  as Dublin
Heuston, Dublin Connolly, Limerick,
Cork (Ceannt) and Athlone stations on
May 15th. 

Parkrun, the free, weekly, communi-
ty event where people of all ages and
abilities are welcome to walk, jog, run,
or volunteer, is inviting participants
across Ireland to learn about the cam-
paign and the benefits of community
connections and conversation at
parkrun events on Saturday 17 May.

Claire Flynn, national campaign
lead said: “Since the first national cam-
paign in 2022, the impact of Hello,
How Are You? continues to grow and
every year we're seeing more meaning-
ful conversations and social connec-
tions being made across Ireland. We
continue to develop free literature,
resources and training to grow the
reach of the campaign and support
events, and to work collaboratively
with other organisations who are con-
necting communities in creative and
impactful ways.

“On May 15th, weíre looking for-
ward to seeing all the different ways
the nation says Hello, How Are You?
whether it is holding an event, joining
a parkrun, or simply boiling the kettle
and sitting down with a friend. It all
starts with a simple question 'How Are
You?'”
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Early morning count aims to
support Bray rough sleepers
Bray Homeless Forum (BHF) carried out a comprehensive count of rough sleepers in Bray in the early hours of
Friday April 11th, with the aim of better understanding local needs and informing the development of future 
homelessness services in the area.

The initiative, which involved mapping
the town and deploying foot teams across
designated sections, brought together repre-
sentatives and volunteers from statutory,
community and voluntary sectors. The
count provides a vital snapshot of home-
lessness in Bray, which will be used to
track trends, assess the impact of current
interventions, and ensure that resources are
targeted effectively.

Over the years, counts such as this have
played a key role in helping BHF and its
partners identify emerging issues, improve

collaboration, and advocate for improved
housing solutions. By gathering detailed,
up-to-date information on rough sleeping in
the town, the Forum can continue to shape
responses that are both evidence-based and
person-centred.

As part of the outreach, volunteers dis-
tributed packs containing essential items
along with pocket-sized info cards with
contact details of local homeless and sup-
port services. This practical support ensures
that those encountered during the count are
not only acknowledged, but connected to

the help that is available.
Bray Homeless Forum wishes to extend

its sincere thanks to all who participated in
this coordinated effort, with particular
thanks to Brian Wildes of Wicklow County
Council for his meticulous planning and
Sergeant Carrick and her team for their sup-
port on the ground.

The Forum plans to conduct regular
counts throughout the year to monitor pat-
terns in rough sleeping and respond swiftly
to emerging needs. More info on BHF at
bnwap.ie

Pictured are Jason Doyle and Joanne Murray who were wed last
Thursday in Kimacanoge Church.Members of the Bray Homeless Forum. 
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Commemorative ceremony held
at Kilmacanogue 1916 Garden

A small commemorative ceremony marking the anniversary of the 1916 Rising took place
on Easter Sunday morning in the Kilmacanogue 1916 Garden. 

The event was chaired by Tony Lawlor and had reading of the 1916 Proclamation by Jason Doyle, fol-
lowed by a wreath laying by Mary Lawlor. 

Now in its ninth year, the 1916 Garden has become a treasured part of the village. To honour the memo-
ry of the executed leaders, the Irish flag will fly at half-mast on each of their anniversary dates. 

The committee would also like to extend its appreciation to all who help maintain the Garden, with spe-
cial recognition to Paddy Connolly for his ongoing commitment and weekly upkeep. 

L-R Cllr Joe Behan, Tony Lawlor and Deputy John Brady pictured after the ceremony. 

Sinn Féin holds Easter Commemoration in Bray 
A call to honour the past by building a just and united future

Wicklow Sinn Féin held its annual Easter 1916 Commemoration in Bray on Easter Monday,
with a large crowd gathering to honour the men and women who gave everything in the cause
of Irish freedom. The event included a reading of the Proclamation of the Irish Republic, a
wreath-laying ceremony to honour our patriot dead, and a powerful oration delivered by
Councillor Dermot 'Daisy' O'Brien.

Cllr Dermot ‘Daisy’ O’Brien speaking at the Commemoration.

Deputy John Brady marching in the 1916 commemoration on Bray Main Street.

Speaking after  the
event,  Wicklow Sinn
Féin TD John Brady
said: “Easter is a time of
remembrance, but it is
also a time of recommit-
ment. It is a moment to
reflect on the ideals that
were so clearly laid out
in the 1916 Proc-
lamation -  ideals of
sovereignty,  equality,
and justice -  and to
rededicate ourselves to
finishing the unfinished
business of 1916. That
means building a true
Republic - one that cher-
ishes all the children of
the nation equally.” 

Deputy Brady contin-
ued: “Our goal remains
clear: to see a United
Ireland take its rightful
place amongst the
nations of the world - a
nation rooted in the val-
ues of the Irish people.
A nation that rejects the
imperialist mantra that
might is  r ight,  that
stands firmly against
war and oppression, and
upholds international
justice and peace.  As
James Connolly's Irish
Citizen Army declared:
'We serve neither King
nor Kaiser but Ireland.'
That remains our guid-
ing principle.

“Today, Ireland's mili-
tary neutrality - a cor-
nerstone of our foreign
policy and a moral
stance we can be proud
of - is under sustained
attack from Fianna Fáil
and Fine Gael. Sinn Féin
will oppose any attempt
to dismantle this cher-
ished principle. If the
government believes the
people support  their
plans, let them put it to a
vote. The Irish people
will  give them their
answer.” 

Deputy Brady con-
cluded: “This Easter, we
remember.  But more
importantly, we act. We
stand together to honour
the past, to confront the
injustices of the present,
and to build a better,
fairer, united Ireland - a
true Republic that lives
up to the vision pro-
claimed in 1916 and
which takes its place in
the world as a beacon 
of justice,  peace,  and
equality.”

In his speech at the
Commemoration Bray
MD Cathaoirleach, Sinn
Fein Cllr Dermot 'Daisy'
O'Brien reminded those
in attendance that  
109 years later  the
Proclamation of the
Republic is  st i l l  the
Mission Statement,  a
moral compass, and a
call to action in defiance
of oppression.

Cllr O'Brien told the

crowd that “change is
happening. Across the
island, a new Ireland is
being born. We are in the
end days of partition and
the Irish people demand
the chance to shape 

their future.” 
He called on the

Government to establish
a Citizens Assembly on
Irish Unity and to pre-
pare for a referendum to
allow the will of the peo-

ple to shape Ireland's
future. 

“A new and united
Ireland is not a dream;
it's a destination and we
are on our way there.” 

Cllr O'Brien also criti-

cised the dismantling of
the Triple Lock and
called for the continued
support  for Palestine
“because our history
demands i t ,  and our
humanity insists on it.”
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21 Air Ambulance missions
carried out in Wicklow in 2024
Tánaiste and Minister for Defence Simon Harris TD has praised the lifesaving work of ireland's Emergency
Aeromedical Service (EAS), which completed 21 missions in County Wicklow in 2024.

The EAS, often re-
ferred to as the Air
Ambulance, plays a vital
role in responding to criti-
cal incidents across the
country. 

These missions often

involve severe trauma
from falls, road traffic
collisions, and other
urgent medical emergen-
cies. 

The service provides
rapid air transport for

patients of all ages often
to Dublin's major trauma
centres and specialist hos-
pitals, including Beau-
mont, Tallaght, and CHI
Crumlin.

With a total of 652 mis-

sions nationwide last year,
the EAS continues to
demonstrate its essential,
all-island reach. 

The county-by-county
breakdown highlights
Wicklow's share of these
interventions, showcasing
the service's impact locally
as well as nationally.

The Tánaiste said: “I
want to take this opportu-
nity to pay tribute to the
extraordinary team behind
our air ambulance service.
Their work makes a real
difference to communities
across the country, includ-
ing here in Wicklow.

“These figures highlight
the critical role the EAS
plays in providing fast,
expert medical care, par-
ticularly in remote or hard-
to-reach areas.

“It's a service that quite
literally saves lives, ensur-
ing that some of our most
seriously ill or injured
patients receive emergency

care when every second
counts. Operating 365
days a year, this service is
a gamechanger for both
rural and urban Ireland.
The impact it has had and
continues to have on fami-
lies across the country
cannot be overstated.

“As Tánaiste and
Minister for Defence, I’m
incredibly proud of this
service and deeply com-
mitted to ensuring it
remains properly funded,
fully resourced, and sup-
ported into the future. It is
nothing less than essen-
tial.” 

Tánaiste Simon Harris TD meeting with Ireland's Emergency Aeromedical
Service members. 

Wicklow RNLI brings
three people to safety after
yacht gets into difficulty

Wicklow RNLi brought three people to safety on the evening of Monday 21st  April after their
vessel developed mechanical problems four miles south of Wicklow Harbour.

The all-weather lifeboat RNLB Bridie O'Shea
slipped its mooring at 8:50pm to reports of a yacht
with three persons on board which had developed
electrical issues leading to engine failure.

The volunteer lifeboat crew under the command of
Coxswain Nicky Keogh located the vessel approxi-
mately 20 minutes after launching in a position four
miles south of Wicklow Harbour. Conditions on
scene were calm wind, with calm seas and good visi-
bility.

Once on scene, the volunteer crew assessed the sit-
uation. Given the fact that the yacht was unable to
make safe progress without any wind and without any
means of propulsion, a decision was made to estab-
lish a tow. The yacht was towed by the lifeboat to the

nearest safe location which was Wicklow harbour.
The vessel was secured alongside a short time later

and all 3 casualties were assessed as being ok with no
further attention required.

Speaking after the callout Deputy LPO Connie
O'Gara said “This was a quick response by the crew
and that along with their training helped bring three
people safely ashore and we wish them well.

“As we approach summer, we would like to remind
people planning a trip at sea to ensure they have a
suitable means of communication to be able to call
for help should the need arise. Let someone know
where you are going and when you are due back and
if you get into trouble or see anyone in difficulty, dial
112 or 999 and ask for the Coast Guard.” 

Wicklow All Weather Lifeboat responding to the callout. Photo courtesy of Wicklow RNLI. 
Times
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GREYSTONES
MUNICIPAL
DISTRICT
in association with

CATAGORIES ARE:
• Sportsperson of the Year
• Civic Award 
• Special Person of the Year

• Cultural Person of the Year
• Commercial Award
• Young Entrepreneur 
of the Year

2025 Greystones
Municipal District
/ Wicklow Times
People of the Year Awards

The Awards will be presented in the
Greystones Golf Club, Greystones
on Thursday 15th May, 2025 at 8pm

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Tickets are available from Greystones Municipal District, 

Tel: 01 2876694 or Email: 
Kcoughla@wicklowcoco.ie / greystonesmd@wicklowcoco.ie

Ticket Price €35
www.wicklow.ie



Tuesday 29th April 2025Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

12 NEWS

'A special milestone for an amazing service' 
Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore recently joined the team at Cali (Care and Learn
Ireland) in Newtownmountkennedy to mark a very special milestone - the first birthday of the
innovative Learning Day Service for young people with severe to profound intellectual 
disabilities.

“I was delighted to
join the team at Cali and
congratulate them on a
successful first year. It
was a really enjoyable
celebration and a great
opportunity to see first-
hand the incredible work
being done,” Deputy
Whitmore commented.

Deputy Whitmore met
with Cali's Director
Annette Kinne and
Manager Kristin Keogh
to celebrate the achieve-
ments of the past year
and to show her support
for the important role
Cali plays in the commu-
nity. The service provides
further education along-
side care and therapy sup-
ports for individuals who
often face a gap in ser-
vices after exiting schools
like St. Catherine's
Special School.

“This service is so
important. It provides a
vital bridge for young
people with severe to pro-
found intellectual disabil-
ities who often find them-
selves without options
once they leave school.
Cali is addressing that
gap in such a caring, pro-
fessional, and innovative
way,” Deputy Whitmore
continued.

"The success of Cali
highlights the strength of
community and collabora-
tion," Deputy Whitmore
emphasised. "Since open-
ing its doors in April
2024, Cali has proved
itself a crucial resource to

the community, and has
empowered the adults
who attend the classes by
helping them enhance
their skills, gain more
independence, and
improve their ability to
express themselves,"

Deputy Whitmore added.
“Services like Cali are

essential in creating a
more inclusive and sup-
portive Wicklow. It 's
inspiring to see this level
of dedication and innova-
tion right here in our com-

munity, and I look for-
ward to seeing Cali grow
in the years ahead. I'd like
to thank and congratulate
everyone who has made
this service the success
that it is,” Deputy
Whitmore concluded.

Hannah Doonan, Abbey Ramsey and Orla O'Farrell celebrating the first
anniversary of Cali at the Newtownmountkennedy Community Centre. 

Annette Kinne, Kristin Keogh and Jennifer Whitmore TD celebrating the first anniversary of Cali at
the Newtownmountkennedy Community Centre. 

Bray Soroptimists present cheques to chosen charities

Louise Duffy (Broadcaster, RTE Radio 1), President Anne O'Sullivan, Soroptimist International Republic of Ireland, and members of Soroptimist International Bray & District. 

Soroptimist International
Bray & District held their
Annual Presentation of
Cheques to their chosen
charities for 2024-25 in
Purple House, Bray, on
Monday 14th April.

The recipients were: Purple
House Cancer Support €500;
Bray Women's Refuge €500;
SIGBI Benevolent  Fund
€ 200;  Bray Area  Rough
Sleepers  (BARSS) € 200;
Marino Community Special
School €250; Malawi Girls
Education Fund €700; Five
Loaves Bray € 500;  Loreto
School Rumbek, South Sudan
€ 200.  Pres ident  Ann
Broekhoven congratula ted
them all on their amazing con-
tribution to their local commu-
nities, and wished them every
success in the future.

“In addition, we are also
delighted to announce our new
'Brand Ambassador '  for
Soropt imis t  In ternat ional
Republic of Ireland, Louise
Duffy from RTE Radio One.” 

Alternatively, you can call the Citizens Information Phone Service on
0818 07 4000, Monday to Friday, 9am-8pm or visit our website: 

Arklow CIC, 73 Lower Main Street, Arklow, 

Co. Wicklow.Tel: 0818 07 6750; Email arklow@citinfo.ie 
Bray CIC, 2 The Boulevard, Quinsboro Road, Bray, 

Co. Wicklow. Tel: 0818 07 6780;  Email:  bray@citinfo.ie

South Leinster Citizens 
Information Service/
Co. Wicklow

Please ring to find out our 
opening hours or log onto

www.citizensinformation.ie

www.citizensinformation.ie 
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€357,499 awarded to protect
archaeological monuments

An allocation of €130,000 will ensure essential works can take place at
Newcastle Castle. 

Four Wicklow projects will be awarded €357,499 in funding under the 2025 Community Monuments Fund. These
grants help owners and custodians of archaeological monuments to safeguard them into the future.

The announcement
comes as part of nation-
wide funding under the
CMF which totals at
€7.4 million. This fund
is aimed at investing in
Archaeological Heritage
across the country and
will help the owners and
custodians of archaeolog-
ical monuments to safe-
guard them into the

future for the benefit of
communities and visitors. 

The Wicklow projects
to recieve funding will 
be Drumgoff Barracks
€130,000.00; Newcastle
Castle € 130,000.00;
Mullinacuff; €67,499.25;
Kilmacanougue Church
€30,000.00. 

The Community
Monuments Fund sup-
ports a range of initia-
tives to conserve, main-
tain, protect and promote
local monuments and his-
toric sites. This invest-
ment safeguards monu-
ments for the benefit of
communities and the
public.  It  does so by
enabling conservation
works and repairs as well
as building resilience
through protecting monu-
ments from the effects of
extreme weather and cli-
mate change. The scheme
also encourages public

access and improvements
to the presentation of
local monuments.

In a statement the
Tanaiste Simon Harris
said: “I am delighted
today to be able to

announce over €350,000
in funding for archaeo-
logical monuments
across County Wicklow.
This funding is a real
game-changer for ensur-
ing that our rich history

and heritage is preserved
and safeguarded for visi-
tors and communities far
into the future. Overall,
the funding will  con-
tribute to the mainte-
nance of a total of four
projects across Wicklow.  

The Tanaiste added: “I
want to thank the custo-
dians of these archaeo-
logical sites for their
commitment to protect-
ing our history; I know
that this announcement
will be hugely welcome
news. I would also like to
thank my colleagues in
the Department of
Housing, Local Gover-
nment and Heritage for
their work in getting this
over the line.” 

Cllr Stephen Stokes
has welcomed the alloca-
tion of €130,000 in fund-
ing for the conservation
and enhancement of
Newcastle Castle. 

The historic New-cas-
tle Castle, a landmark of
Wicklow's heritage, will
benefit from critical con-
servation works des-
igned to safeguard the
structure for future gen-
erations. The funding,
confirmed by the Dep-
artment of  Housing,
Local Government and
Heritage, is part of the
commitment to protect-
ing Ireland's archaeolog-
ical heritage. 

Speaking about the
announcement, Cllr

Stokes stated: "This is
good news for Newcastle
and a proud day for every-
one who values our local
heritage. Newcastle Castle
is not only an important
part of the village's identi-
ty, but a living connection
to our shared history. The
allocation of €130,000
will ensure essential
works can take place." 

Cllr Stephen Stokes
also acknowledged the
efforts of Wicklow County
Council and the Heritage
Office for their role in

securing local monu-
ments. He added: "I want
to thank the dedicated
teams who put together
the conservation plans and
funding application. Their
work is vital in ensuring
Newcastle Castle stands
strong for future genera-
tions. The Community
Monuments Fund plays a
key role in maintaining
the integrity of heritage
sites like this, and today's
announcement is a real
vote of confidence in the
project." 

Tánaiste Simon Harris. 

Cllr Stephen Stokes. 

Health check for Kilcoole Town Centre 
Wicklow County Council, in partnership with Queen's University Belfast, hosted a drop-in
information session at the Kilcoole Community Centre on Tuesday,  April 15th. 

Cllr Stephen Stokes and Cllr Tom Fortune at the Kilcoole Town Centre Health Check.

Cllr Stephen Stokes has welcomed the ongoing
efforts to shape a vibrant and sustainable future for
Kilcoole following his attendance at the Kilcoole
Town Centre Health Check and Town Team informa-
tion event.

The event, which was well attended by local resi-
dents and community representatives, focused on the
vitality of Kilcoole's town centre. The findings will
help guide future planning and investment, ensuring
Kilcoole continues to grow in a way that supports
both local needs and environmental priorities. In addi-
tion to the health check survey, the event introduced
the "Town Team" concept, which encourages local
stakeholders to work together to develop a shared
vision for the area and play an active role in its devel-
opment.

Speaking after the event, Cllr Stephen Stokes stat-
ed: "It's fantastic to see the people of Kilcoole coming
together to plan for the future of the town. The Town
Centre Health Check gives us real data and insight
into whatís working well and where we need to focus
attention."

This consultation aims to identify the town's
strengths, weaknesses, and areas for improvement,
focusing on aspects such as local businesses, infras-

tructure, public spaces, community facilities, and
accessibility. The findings from this session will help
inform future regeneration efforts and guide the Town
Centre First initiative. Cllr Stokes also highlighted the
importance of continued community engagement,
stressing that successful regeneration and planning
require local knowledge, collaboration, and ambition.
In advance of the information session over 60 submis-
sions were made online.

Wicklow County Council will seek establish a
Town Centre First Team in 2025, as part of the
National Town Centre First policy. This team, sup-
ported by the Town Regeneration Officer (TRO), will
be essential in delivering a Town Centre First strategy
and vision for Kilcoole. Town Teams typically consist
of representatives from businesses, community
groups, residents, tourism organizations, An Garda
Siochana, charities, social enterprises, sports organiza-
tions, cultural groups, voluntary groups, chambers of
commerce, retailers, developers, and educational insti-
tutions. The policy recognises the uniqueness of each
town and emphasizes the importance of having a team
that reflects the community. 

For any further information, please email townre-
generation@wicklowcoco.ie

Greystones Coast Guard Station ‘plagued by delays’
Sinn Féin TD John Brady has voiced serious concern over what he describes as the complete mismanagement of 
public funds in relation to the long-delayed Greystones Coast Guard Station project at Greystones Harbour. 

Figures that Deputy Brady received from
the Department of Transport show that the
Office of Public works (OPW) has spent
€302,241.15 on the project to date, despite
not a sod being turned on site.

Commenting on the situation, Deputy
Brady said: "Since planning permission was
first granted by Wicklow County Council in
2020, the Greystones Coast Guard Station
project has been plagued by a litany of
delays. These include a complete redesign
midway through the process, the need to
submit fresh planning applications, and
repeated setbacks that have caused mounting
frustrationóboth among Coast Guard person-
nel and the wider community.

"Now, nearly five years later, we have yet
to see any construction begin. I have
received a breakdown of the project's costs
from the Fianna Fail Minister, and I am
frankly dismayed to learn that over

€302,241.15 has already been spent -
despite not a single sod being turned on-site.
This level of expenditure, with no physical
progress to show for it, is deeply alarming
and raises serious questions about the over-
sight and management by the Department of
Transport and the Office of Public Works
(OPW).

“The Coast Guard Station is not a luxury -
it is an essential piece of infrastructure that
plays a critical role in protecting the lives of
those along our coastline. The prolonged
delays are putting both Coast Guard person-
nel and the local community at risk. At pre-
sent, the Greystones unit remains stationed
in a premises that is wholly unfit for pur-
pose, while this cumbersome and costly pro-
cess drags on.

“The tendering process is now finally
nearing its conclusion. The OPW is expected
to submit a tender assessment report and rec-

ommendation to the Department of
Transport by the end of April 2025, with a
view to awarding the construction contract
shortly thereafter. Construction costs are
estimated to be in the region of Ä6million.
However, given the protracted timeline,
excessive spending, and the repeated obsta-
cles faced, confidence in the OPW - both
nationally and certainly here in Wicklow -
has been severely undermined.

“I will continue to hold both the
Department of Transport and the OPW to
account, to ensure that this project is moved
swiftly to the construction phase. I will also
be scrutinising all future expenditure to safe-
guard taxpayer money and will follow up
directly with the Minister's department to
demand transparency and accountability.
This project has dragged on for far too long.
The Coast Guard, and the people of
Greystones, deserve better.”Deputy John Brady at the site for the Coast Guard in Greystones Harbour.
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Young people from Wicklow announced as Local
Champions by the National Youth Council of Ireland
NYCI launches Local Champions initiative to advocate for increased investment in young people and youth work 

The National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI), which represents organisations working with
young people nationwide, has launched its Local Champions initiative for 2025. The campaign
aims to ensure increased investment in young people and youth work locally and nationally.
Aldrin Omana, Anna Kenny from Arklow. Jason Broe, Louisa Tyrrell, Némhain Ní
Chonchobhair from Kilcoole and Oscar O Broin from Greystones, have been selected as Local
Champions for Wicklow. 

Grace McManus, NYCI cam-
paigns manager explained: “As
part of the Local Champions pro-
ject, a group of passionate and
dedicated young people have been
selected as representatives from
their communities, tasked with
meeting their local politicians and
championing the cause of youth
work.” 

The Local Champions received
training and support from NYCI to
effectively convey the positive
impact youth work has on their
lives and the lives of young people
in the local area, as well as the
importance of investing in youth
work. NYCI is calling for an
increased investment of Ä21 mil-
lion in youth work in Budget 2026,
to support services with increasing
pressures, and ensure equal access
to youth work for all young people
nationwide. 

The representatives Local
Champions in Wicklow are engag-
ing with TDs John Brady, Simon
Harris,  Edward Timmins and
Jennifer Whitmore. 

Jason said: "I'm really looking
forward to meeting with our local

politicians, sharing with them my
positive experience of being on the
receiving end of youth services. I
believe that there's lots of hard
work happening in our local area,
and that our community's future
depends on the quality of supports
for the youth and should get its fair
share come budget time." 

Louisa said: “I am delighted to
have been selected as a Local
Champion this year! The positive
impact that involvement in youth
work and activism has had on my
life has been nothing short of
incredible, particularly with organ-
isations such as Comhairle na nOg,
Scouting Ireland, the Irish Girl
Guides and the ISSU (Irish
Second-level Students Union). I
am really looking forward to advo-
cating for other young people to
have access to the same opportuni-
ties as I have and hopefully even
more. I believe this project is
hugely important nationwide and
particularly here in Cill Mhantain
as we unfortunately don't have as
many youth work opportunities as
other counties around the country
might. I will be meeting with local

decision makers over the next year
in order to show them just how
crucial youth work is to young
people's growth and personal
development, mental health, com-
munity involvement and their
active citizenship. I am very opti-
mistic about this project and I hope
that it will lead to youth work
being given more of the support,
respect and especially funding it
deserves, both in our community
and across Ireland.” 

Aldrin said "I can't wait to meet
our local politicians to talk to them
about the very positive experiences
I've had with Cross Care. There is
extremely good work being done
in my local area to help support
young people, and I feel it's impor-
tant to let these politicians know
about the strong impact it has.
Youth work is essential every-
where, and it should be accommo-
dated for with sufficient funding so
that it can run effectively." 

The Local Champions initiative
will include activities such as
engaging with policymakers, shar-
ing personal stories, and using
social media to raise awareness

and mobilise support. 
Through these efforts, NYCI and

the Local Champions aim to create
a broader understanding of the sig-
nificance of youth work and its pos-
itive impact on society. 

The initiative is part of NYCI's
campaign ahead of Budget 2026
later this year, to ensure that young
people and youth work receive the
necessary investment and support
they deserve. 

The Local Champions initiative
is supported by the Community
Foundation Ireland. 

Denise Charlton, Chief Executive
of Community Foundation Ireland
added: "Empowering Generations is
central to our mission as a philan-
thropic hub for Ireland. To achieve
that goal we're delighted to be part-
ners with NYCI. The Local
Champions network aims to amplify
the voices of young people and

showcase the transformative power
of youth work. It is bringing togeth-
er an inspirational group of young
people, and we look forward to see-
ing them connecting with their local
representatives to share how youth
work changes lives.” 

To learn more about the Local
Champions Initiative and NYCI's
efforts to advocate for increased
investment in youth work, please
visit youth.ie. 

The National Youth Council of Ireland. 

Funding for 
St Patrick’s Loreto

Major improvements for
teachers and students

Tánaiste Simon Harris has welcomed important changes announced by Fine Gael's Minister for Education Helen
McEntee.

Under the new measures, teachers who
are hired from September will now be eli-
gible for permanent contracts after just
one year of service. 

This move is designed to improve job
security and retain talent within the Irish
education system Students will also bene-
fit from Minister McEntee’s announce-

ment, as changes to the grading system
will see the bands for Junior Cert make
more people eligible for top grades.

The Tánaiste said: "These are common
sense proposals from Helen McEntee to
help retain teachers here in Ireland. For
students preparing for the Junior Cert,
there is good news too. The grade bands
at Junior Cycle will be amended.

"With the top four grade band now
becoming evenly distributed, this will
have a positive impact on students, ensur-
ing their grades are more reflective of
their work and effort, as well as of the
work of our teachers.

"Fine Gael believes in equality of
opportunity and ensuring every person
can reach their  full  potential .  These
changes will help us achieve that goal."

The announcement builds on further
progress in recent days, including a new
initiative secured by Ministers Helen
McEntee and Hildegarde Naughton to
deliver key therapeutic supports in special
schools. This will see speech and lan-
guage therapists and occupational thera-
pists deployed directly into special educa-
tion settings, helping children with addi-
tional needs reach their full potential.

The Tanaiste added: "Providing some
level of speech and language therapy and
occupational therapy to each special
school is essential to help students reach
their full potential. The focus will initially
be on introducing speech and language
therapy and occupational therapy into
special education schools. Over time we
will see an expansion of other services,
like physiotherapy. This was a key com-
mitment during the general election for
Fine Gael." 

Tanaiste Simon Harris with Minister for Education Helen McEntee.

Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore, has welcomed the news that
St Patrick's Loreto Primary School in Bray has received funding to
modernise the school's electrical systems. After working closely with
the school to secure this funding, Deputy Whitmore is very pleased
with this outcome.

"I am thrilled that we
have secured the neces-
sary funding to mod-
ernise the electrical sys-
tems at St Patrick's
Loreto Primary School,"
Deputy Whitmore stated.
"This has been a critical
issue for the school, and I
am happy to have played
a part in ensuring the
safety and well-being of
the students and staff.
This funding will address
critical electrical works
identified in a recent
Periodic Inspection
Report, which raised seri-
ous concerns about the
school's electrical sys-
tems," Deputy Whitmore
explained.

"I am relieved that the
work will be completed
before the 2025/26 aca-
demic year begins,"
Deputy Whitmore contin-
ued. "It  is,  however,
unacceptable that schools
have to fight for funding
to address such funda-
mental issues. The safety
of our children and
school staff is para-
mount." 

Deputy Whitmore
worked closely with
Principal Anne-Marie
McGovern to ensure this

funding was delivered
and to prevent disruption
from these unexpected
required works. 

"I want to thank every-
one involved for their
hard work and dedication

to securing this funding.
It is a great example of
what we can achieve
when we work together
for the benefit  of our
community," Deputy
Whitmore concluded.

Deputy Whitmore. 
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BIFE Principal Ray Tedders presents an award to the winner of the  European gold medal for
Culinary Arts. Pictured with him are are Conor Bradshaw, Morgan McGinty, Deacon Greene, and
Willie Rochford, teacher, and Louise Fortune, Deputy Principal. 

Wicklow schools to
benefit from hot school

meals expansion
Tánaiste  Simon Harris has announced that schools across County
Wicklow are to benefit from a further expansion of the Hot School
Meals Programme. The allocation of additional schools in is part
of a major expansion of the Hot School Meals Programme
announced by the Government, spearheaded by Simon Harris.

The Tánaiste said: "I am extremely proud of the
Hot School Meals Programme and the positive
impact it has had in schools right across the country.
Since its establishment in 2019, hundreds of thou-
sands of children have benefitted from a hot dinner
in the middle of the day. A hot school meal does
wonders for our children in terms of their physical
and mental health, as well as their educational out-
put. 

"It makes them happier and more productive,
while also giving parents peace of mind that their
children are being fed while at school. I'm therefore
really pleased to see that today, the Hot School Meal
Programme is being expanded once again.

"This is a programme that was set up by Fine
Gael as a pilot programme ñ and it has gone from
strength to strength over the years. I look forward to
working with the successful school in rolling out this
scheme for the benefit of their students." 

Tánaiste Simon
Harris TD.

ECO-UNESCO celebrates Earth Day
by highlighting Wicklow finalists for

Young Environmentalist Awards 

ECO-UNESCO spot-
l ighted the YEA 2025
finalists to coincide with
Earth Day which takes
place every year on 22nd
April  as part  of Earth
Month.

The group from Grey-
stones Community Coll-
ege are among 102 final-
ists from across the
island of Ireland to have
succeeded at the semi-
final 'ECO-Dens' stages
of the YEAs last month
and who will now go on
to showcase their short-
listed eco-projects at the
awards' finals this May. 

Their 'What a Waste!'

project focuses on raising
awareness about waste
management and encour-
aging better waste dis-
posal practices and it has
made it through to the
Waste Category of the
awards.  The project
addresses the issue of
incorrect waste sorting
and aims to engage stu-
dents in finding solu-
tions.  They created a
website, designed lessons
for first and second year
students,  held assem-
blies,  and organised a
fundraising day to raise
awareness about the
impact of waste at

school, local, national,
and global levels.

The young people
from Co Wicklow will
join over 1,000 young
environmentalists from
across Ireland for a day
of celebration, inspira-
tion, and climate action
at the Young Enviro-
nmentalist Awards.

E C O - U N E S C O ' s
Young Environmentalist
Awards is an all-island
programme that recog-
nises the work of young
people who are tackling
key issues in relation to
climate and biodiversity
loss, taking environmen-

tal action in their school
or community and com-
ing up with creat ive
solutions to solve envi-
ronmental issues. Now
in its 26th year, the YEA
programme has reached
people in every county
of Ireland, with a total of
over 65,000 young peo-
ple  par t ic ipat ing and
6,000 projects entered
down through the years.

Commenting on this
year 's  YEA final is ts ,
Elaine Nevin, National
Director, ECO-UNESCO
said: “The projects that
have made i t  through 
to  this  year 's  Young
E n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t
Awards reflect the mis-
sion of Earth Day, the
theme of which this year
is  'Our  Power,  Our

Planet'? a call to action
highlighting the trans-
formative power of
young people and their
role in creating a more
sustainable  and equi-
table future. Earth Day
2025 encourages indi-
viduals,  communities,
and governments to take
act ion by adopt ing
renewable energy solu-
t ions,  advocat ing for
supportive policies, and
part ic ipat ing in  local  
and global initiatives.
Through their projects,
young people have taken
the lead in  ra is ing
awareness  of  cr i t ical
environmental  issues,
inspiring change in their
communities, and cham-
pioning more sustainable
lifestyles. 

Young climate activists from Greystones Community College are
among the all-island finalists selected to go through to this year's
ECO-UNESCO Young Environmentalist Awards (YEA), taking place
on 8th May in the Convention Centre Dublin. 

Deadline approaching
for Coillte’s 2025

Forestry Scholarship
Coillte, Ireland's semi-state forestry company, is encouraging prospective students interested
in a career in forestry to apply for its 2025 Forestry Scholarship Award ahead of the 2nd May
deadline for applications.  

The scholarship, which is open to
Leaving Certificate or mature students
who are planning to enrol in one of the
eligible forestry third level undergradu-
ate courses, sees up to Ä5,000 being
offered per recipient, per year of their
degree.  

Building on the success of its inau-
gural programme, which saw scholar-
ships being awarded to three students,
the scholarship provides substantial
financial and career support for those,
pursuing a full-time, third level forestry
programme at University College
Dublin (UCD) or South East
Technological University (SETU).
Alongside the financial contribution,
recipients of this scholarship will also
benefit from paid summer placements
and potential career opportunities with
Coillte.  

Speaking about the scholarship's
impact, inaugural scholar, Alex Power,
said: “Receiving the Coillte scholarship
has opened doors for me. It's not just
the financial support - it's being part of
a sector that plays such an important
role in tackling climate change and
supporting rural communities.” 

Applications for the 2025 Coillte
Forestry Scholarship Programme are
closing Friday 2nd May 2025, for more
information visit www.coillte.ie.

Inaugural scholars Aine O'Dwyer (Donegal), Mia Sibbald
(Kildare) and Alex Power (Waterford). Pic: Naoise Culhane. 

Rosie Callaghan.
AdvDip Hyp, HDip Ed

www.weightlossclinic.ie WhatsApp: 087 777 6711         Cabinteely, Dublin, A96 A0H4
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Wicklow teen set
to release powerful
new original single 
Niamh Beatrix to release ‘The Swallow’ on May 2nd 

Niamh Beatrix. 

Releasing on May 2nd, The Swallow is the much-anticipated original single from Wicklow's
own Niamh Beatrix, the 14-year-old singer-songwriter already making waves with her soulful
voice and astonishing emotional depth.

Lovingly referred to by some media outlets as the
'Little Adele,' Niamh brings maturity far beyond her
years to The Swallow ó a deeply introspective track
exploring themes of change, letting go, and the quiet
courage found in life's in-between moments.

The song had its first live performance at the
EastCoastFM Coffee Morning, where Niamh made
history as both the youngest and the only child ever
invited to perform at the prestigious event. Her per-
formance left a lasting impression, with audience
members describing the moment as 'chilling', 'beau-
tiful', and 'beyond her years'. 

“This is not just another teen with a guitar,” said
one listener. “The Swallow is a powerful, emotional
piece by a very emotionally intelligent young artist.
There's something real and rare here.” 

In a world where many young people struggle to
find their voice, Niamh Beatrix is bravely making
hers heard - with authenticity, vulnerability, and
grace.

Support Niamh’s journey by following her on
Spotify and @NiamhBeatrix on social media. The
Swallow will be available to stream worldwide on
May 2nd.

Nduduzo Makhathini
Trio at Whale Theatre 
Saturday 3rd 2nd May 8pm (doors 7pm) Tickets €25 and available at

www.whaletheatre.ie or call the booking office on 01 2010550.
Pianist Nduduzo Makhathini has been a cen-
tral figure in South Africa's vibrant jazz
scene for over a decade.

One of just a handful of
African-based musicians
to be signed to the presti-
gious Blue Note jazz
label, he has released
three albums on Blue
Note, including Modes of

Communication: Letters
From the Underworlds,
which earned a New York
Times 'Best Album of the
Year' ranking in 2020.

Makhatini is no ordi-
nary jazz pianist. Rather,

he's a warm, engaging
performer who is also a
healer, shaman and educa-
tor who has delved deep
into the history and tradi-
tions of his ancestors for
inspiration.

A charismatic live per-
former, his concerts are
absorbing, his tunes a rich
tapestry that can be sim-

ple, sparce and lyrical, or
dense and hypnotic.
Makhathini imbues his
music with distinctive cul-
tural references - Zulu lan-
guage recitations, trills,
treble fill-ins, intimate
microphone murmurs and
passages studded with
impressive tongue-click
consonants of the Khoisan

languages of his home-
land.

Makhathini is joined in
his stellar trio by South
African double-bassist
Zwelakhe Bell le Pere and
Cuban drummer Lukmil
Perez, musicians with
whom he appears to have
a near telepathic under-
standing.

Poetry Day Ireland:
Bealtaine Poem Circles 
Whale Theatre, Thursday 1st May 8pm (doors 7pm) Tickets €18/€15 and

available at  www.whaletheatre.ie or call the booking office on 01 2010550

An evening of poetry and song to
celebrate May Day for Poetry Day
Ireland 2025. We will also
acknowledge the Celtic festival of
Bealtaine, which took place in
prehistoric stone circles. 

These spiritual sites, where bonfires
were kindled to welcome the arrival of
summer, were believed to have healing
properties. 

More recently, May Day united work-
ers of the world to campaign for their
rights. All of these themes will be
reflected in poems and songs to nourish
the soul, and a finale of sound bath ther-
apy to soothe the heart and mind. 

Come and join guest poets: Frances
Browner, Eithne Hand, Sian Quill,
Deirdre McKernan Crosby, and Marc
Diamond; musicians: Brian Whelan,
John Hutchings, Liam Ruth, and
poet/sound therapy practitioner, Layla
Morononey, who blends the healing
power of sound meditation with the
artistry of poetry.

Xhosa Cole at Whale Theatre 
Friday 2nd May, 8pm (doors 7pm) Tickets €25 and available at

www.whaletheatre.ie or call the booking office on 01 2010550.

Saxophonist Xhosa Cole has been
blazing a trail since he first emerged
on the UK jazz scene as the winner of
the BBC Young Jazz Musician of the
Year award, in 2018.

A year later he collected the 'best new-
comer' prize at the prestigious Parliamentary
Jazz Awards, and was named Breakthrough
Act of the Year by Jazz FM in the UK.

Now aged 28, Xhosa Cole is from
Handsworth, and follows in the illustrious
footsteps of such great contemporary saxo-
phonists from Birmingham, including
Soweto Kinch and Sons of Kemit frontman,
Shabaka Hutchings.

His recently released third album 'On a
Modern Genius Vol. 1', which explores and
collages the compositionsof pianist
Thelonious Monk compositions, breathing
new life into timeless tunes, was named
'Album of the Month' by The Guardian, in
February of this year. It was also 'Editor's
Choice' of the UK's leading jazz magazine,
Jazzwise, a month later. 

Xhosa has performed twice at the BBC
Proms, Composed music for the Ripieno
Players, a Birmingham Based String
Orchestra, recorded saxophone for
Mahalia's debut album Love and
Compromise, completed a 22 date UK tour,
all while he studied at the the UK's Trinity
Laban Conservatoire. 
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Poems, Stones, and Circles
1st May, Sunrise Event at 5:50am; & Evening Event at 8pm. The Cove and The Whale Theatre,
Greystones. Tickets: Sunrise Swim & Readings: Free; Evening Poetry Performance: €18/€15

Two Greystones events book-
ending Poetry Day Ireland on
Thursday May 1st. Start Poetry
Day Ireland with a sunrise
swim at  The Cove in
Greystones followed by read-
ings on the beach.  In the
evening head to The Whale
Theatre in Greystones for an
night of poetry and song to cel-
ebrate May Day.

Celebrating the theme 'May
Day',  this year's programme
brings together poets, commu-
nities, artists, and activists in a
vibrant celebration of creativity,
renewal, and connection across
the island. 

The Bright  Ideas Bursary
supports imaginative, commu-
nity-focused events that explore
poetry in original and unexpect-
ed ways. From Butter inspired
writing workshops in Cork to
immersive interdiscipl inary

exhibitions in Belfast, story-
telling circles in Dingle and
Greystones to gatherings 

combining art and activism
in Kilkenny, a total of 14 pro-
jects received Bright Ideas bur-
saries to help bring their vision
to life for Poetry Day Poetry
Ireland is also excited to launch
the ful l  Poetry Day Ireland
2025 programme, now available
at poetryday.ie. 

Sunrise Swim and Stone Circle

Join the Happy Pear and
Swimrise swimmers for Sunrise
on May Day (5:50am), meeting
down at  The Cove in
Greystones. Take a stone with a
line from a poem into the sea,
bring a poem or two that you
like, or have written, and join in
forming our own stone circle to
read poetry after the swim.

All environmentally friendly
products provided to write on
stones. This event is free and
open to the public.

Evening Bealtaine Poem
Circles

Head to The Whale Theatre
in Greystones at 8pm for an
evening of poetry and song in
celebrat ion of  Poetry Day
Ireland. 

Join guest  poets:  Frances
Browner, Eithne Hand, Sian
Quil l ,  Deirdre McKernan
Crosby, and Marc Diamond;
musicians: Brian Whelan, John
Hutchings,  Liam Ruth,  and
poet/sound therapy practitioner,
Layla Moroney, who blends the
healing power of sound medita-
tion with the artistry of poetry.

We will also acknowledge
the Celtic festival of Bealtaine,

which took place in prehistoric
stone circles. These spiritual
sites, where bonfires were kin-
dled to welcome the arrival of
summer, were believed to have
healing properties. 

More recently,  May Day
united workers of the world to
campaign for their rights. All of
these themes will be reflected
in poems and songs to nourish
the soul, and a finale of sound
bath therapy to soothe the heart
and mind. 

This event is ticketed. Book
from Whale Theatre's website. 

Supported by Poetry Ireland
through the Bright  Ideas
Bursary. Poetry Day Ireland is
an al l  is land celebrat ion of
poetry taking place on Thursday
1st May 2025 with the theme of
'May Day'. Visit poetryday.ie to
find events near you and learn
how to get involved!

Poetry Ireland is delighted to announce the recipients of the Bright Ideas bursary for Poetry Day Ireland 2025, the all-
island celebration of poetry taking place on Thursday May 1st. 

Gearoid Farrelly at Mermaid 
Mermaid Arts Centre, Wednesday 30th April, 8pm. Tickets: €25

Gearoid Farrelly follows his
mammoth Glamour Hammer tour
with a hilarious new stand up show
'Gearoid Rage' touching on the

many, many, MANY things that
make his blood boil. Farrelly's razor-
sharp wit and impeccable comedic
timing guarantee a thoroughly enjoy-

able evening of laughs and that is a
definite must-see.

Tickets can be booked through
mermaidartscentre.ie or 01 272 4030. 

Gearoid Farrelly.

Ceol Ársa Cláirsí: A Celebration of Irish Harp Music 

Some of Ireland's most celebrated musicians in Traditional, Classical,
and Early Music join forces with award-winning visual artists to 
present Ceol Ársa Cláirsí - a concert experience that is both musically
and visually immersive.

Friday 9th May, 8:00pm. Mermaid Arts
Centre. Tickets: (01) 272 4030 

Cormac Breatnach

An acclaimed whistle
player deeply rooted in
the Irish tradit ion,
Cormac has performed
and recorded with a wide
range of artists including
Elvis Costello, Vanessa
Williams, Donal Lunny,
and Susan McKeown.
His music is shaped by
jazz,  blues,  and more
recently,  his

Spanish/Basque heritage. 

Steve Cooney

Originally from
Australia,  Dr Steve
Cooney is one of the
most influential musi-
cians in modern Irish tra-
ditional music. A gui-
tarist, composer, produc-
er, and didgeridoo player,
he has collaborated with
Mary Black, Altan,

Martin Hayes, Séamus
Begley and many more. 

Aisling Ennis

Aisling Ennis is  a
leading Irish harpist
known for her expressive
and versati le perfor-
mance style.  She has
trained at  the Royal
Academy of Music,
Guildhall School, RIAM,
and holds a Master's in

Arts Management from
UCD. Her collaborations
and programming are
wide-ranging and inno-
vative. Aisling has per-
formed at major festivals
and venues across
Ireland, including with
the Irish Chamber
Orchestra and at  the
National Concert Hall.
Her 2023 debut solo
album Folly of
Melancholy has received
wide acclaim.

Malachy Robinson

Principal double bass
with the Irish Chamber
Orchestra since 1995,
Malachy is also a mem-
ber of Crash Ensemble
and the Irish Baroque

Orchestra. He performs
regularly on viola da
gamba and is a noted
interpreter of contempo-
rary Irish music. 

Eamon Sweeney

Dr Eamon Sweeney is
a specialist  in early
plucked-string instru-
ments. He studied classi-
cal guitar at TU Dublin

and early music in
Barcelona. His extensive
performance and teach-
ing career includes col-
laborations with figures
such as the late Seamus
Heaney, Mary Coughlan,
and Theo Dorgan. Eamon
is a regular performer
and recording artist, with
support  from the Arts
Council  and Music
Network. His duo Tonos

with soprano Róisín
O'Grady has released two
crit ically acclaimed
albums.

Helen Barry

Helen Barry is a visual
artist  and early years
practitioner known for
her cross-disciplinary
and participative
approach to creating

interactive installations
and sensory experiences. 

Cormac O'Connor

Cormac O'Connor is
an acclaimed sound and
video designer who has
worked on over 120 the-
atre productions across
Ireland and the UK. He
was the original sound
designer for Corcadorca's
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Wicklow businesses invited to connect,
collaborate & get inspired 

Calling all Wicklow tourism and hospitality businesses! The Sustainable Tourism Network (STN) is heading to Beyond
the Trees, Avondale on Wednesday, April 30th, and you’re invited to join a morning full of connections, conversations,
and a little bit of tree-top adventure.

This regional network-
ing event will bring
together local businesses
across County Wicklow

to connect, collaborate,
share ideas, spark part-
nerships, and get practical
about sustainability - all

in a fun, relaxed setting
at Beyond the Trees,
Avondale. 

“We're excited to cre-
ate a space where busi-
nesses can come together
to exchange ideas and
experiences,” said Rob
Rankin, Managing Dir-
ector of the Sustainable
Tourism Network. “By
learning from one anoth-
er and seeing sustainabil-
ity in action, we hope to
inspire even more posi-
tive change within
Wicklow's vibrant tou-
rism sector.” 

The event will include: 
• A guided tour of
Beyond the Trees, show-
casing its innovative and
eco-friendly design 
• Short talks and case
studies from local sus-
tainability leaders 
• Structured networking
sessions to foster new
connections 
• Opportunities to share
challenges, solutions, and
ideas in a collaborative
environment 

This event is designed
to foster connections
among tourism business-
es, share insights from
industry leaders, and
inspire sustainable prac-
tices across the sector.
Attendees will have
opportunities to share
challenges, solutions, and
ideas in a collaborative
environment and gain
valuable knowledge
while having the chance
to engage with peers
committed to responsible
tourism. 

Alongside these activi-
ties, the morning will
feature a lively panel dis-

cussion hosted by Roisin
Finlay, with insights
from: 
• Jim Callery, Climate
Action Officer, Wicklow
County Council 
• Niall Davis, Founder of
Biking.ie 
• Lorna Kelly, Coo-
rdinator, Wicklow Up-
lands Council 
• Anne Pears, New
Business Development
Manager at Veon 

This will then be
topped off with plenty of
time for good old-fash-
ioned networking and an
optional guided treetop
walk at the award win-
ning Beyond the Trees,
Avondale (and yep, the
slide's open too - weather
permitting of course!) 

Whether you're already
a sustainability pro or just
starting to explore what it
means for your business,

this event is for you. It's
about learning from each
other, discovering new
opportunities, and having
a bit of fun while we're at
it. 

Spots are limited and
filling fast, so don't miss
your chance to be part of
this inspiring morning.
Sign up now at: sustain-
abletourismnetwork.ie/re
g i o n a l - n e t w o r k i n g -
events. Please let STN
know if you have any
accessibility needs when
registering.

When: Wednesday, 
April 30th

Time: 9:00 AM – 
11:30 AM

Where: Beyond the 
Trees, Avondale

Cost: Free for STN mem-
bers (and non-members
get one free event to see
what STN is all about!)

Age & Opportunity announces physical
activity funding for older people 

Age & Opportunity is marking the distribution of its Active National Grant that provides 
significant funding for sport and physical activity amongst older people. The Grant Scheme is a combined initiative
from Age & Opportunity and Sport Ireland. This year it is providing €7,150 to 23 groups in Wicklow.

The Grant Scheme is a
combined initiative from
Age & Opportunity and
Sport Ireland with fund-
ing provided by the

Government of Ireland.
This year it is providing
€300,000 to support
sport and physical activi-
ties run by 988 groups

and organisations. These
range from Active
Retirement Groups, ICAs,
Men’s/Womenís Sheds,
Physical Activity Leaders
(PALs), care settings and
other sports and social
groups. 

By financially support-
ing organisations to buy
equipment and host activ-
ities specifically designed
for older people, the
grant helps older people
reap the health bene-
fits of being active.
Pickleball and Walking
Football continue to grow
in popularity and are
named in over 40 appli-
cations.

Grants were awarded
to 188 Irish Country-
women’s Association
Guilds, 243 Active
Retirement Groups, 64
Menís sheds and 30

Women’s sheds, 81 care
settings and many more
groups. 

Every year approxi-
mately 32,000 older peo-
ple take part in physical
activity funded by the
Grant Scheme. Activities
funded include pickle-
ball, aqua aerobics, row-
ing, dancing,cycling,
bowling, self-defence,
walking hockey, tai chi,
walking, weight-lifting
and so many more.

The successful Wic-
klow groups are:Arklow
Active Retirement,
Aughrim Co. Wicklow
ARA, Avoca ARA, Avoca
ICA, Ballycoog ICA
Guild, Blessington ARA,
Bray Wanderers, Carnew
Community Care, Dun-
lavin Friendship Group,
Greystones Active
Retirement Association

Association, Greystones
Bowling Club, ICA
Wicklow Town Guild,
Kilcoole Mens Shed,
Knockananna Develop-
ments - Knockananna
Community Hall, Laragh
Glendalough Active Ret-
irement Association,
Newcastle Community
Centre, Roundwood Men's
Shed, Tinahely Active
Retirement, Tinahely
ICA, Tinahely Men's
Shed, Wicklow Active
Retirement Association,
Wicklow Sports Part-ner-
ship, Wicklow Tennis
Club.

The Grant Scheme is
part of Age & Opp-ortu-
nity’s Active programme,
funded by Sport Ireland,
and delivered nationwide
with the support of the
HSE and Local Sports
Partnerships. 

Dr Una May, CEO Sport Ireland and Sue Guildea, Active Programme
Manager, Age & Opportunity.

caretaker
required
FOr BiFe

Email:
bifeenquiries@kwetb.ie
Phone: 
01 282 9668
for details.

I, Mr. Paul Kennedy seeks
full planning permission for
a two - bedroom dwelling
(maisonette), over the
Aughrim Butcher Shop. The
99.17 square meter
maisonette has its main
entrance through the rear
gate and yard (private open
space) beside and in line
with the adjoining existing
development entrances.
Planning permission is,
also, required for any 
ancil lary site works, 
including but not limited to,
sewage, water, rear yard
paving and car parking, all
at Main Street, Aughrim,
Co. Wicklow. The planning
application may be 
inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the
reasonable cost of making
a copy at the offices of
Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow
during its public opening
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to
the application may be
made to the authority in
writing on payment of 
the prescribed fee within
the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

JOB DESCRIPTON: 
• Gardener/Groundsman 
• Full-time, Monday to Friday.

ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS: 
• Garden machinery experience
• Ride on mower experience
• Chainsaw experience not essential
• Spraying course desirable but not essential 
• Must have full driving licence. 
• 2 /3 years’ experience in similar 

role preferable.
• Chain saw desirable but not essential. 

DUTIES: 
• Grass cutting 
• Hedge cutting 
• Tree planting
• General garden maintenance 

SALARY:
• Salary by negotiation. 

Email CV to:
Charlevillerecruitment123@gmail.com

or post to: Senior Admin, Charleville,
Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow, A98V293.

GROUNDSMAN
/GARDENER

GROUNDSMAN
/GARDENER
Charleville Estate

Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow.
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Wicklow businesses invited
to expert briefing on us tariffs
and global trade challenges

Wicklow County Council, through the Local Enterprise Office (LEO), invites local 
businesses to a crucial in-person morning briefing titled 'Tariffs & Trade Tactics ñ What
Every Business needs to Know About Mitigating Risk'. This event will take place at The
GRID, Charlesland, Greystones (A63 T9K1) on Friday 2nd  May starting at 8:30am. 

This strategic session will be
led by international trade expert
Brian Murphy from Global
Trade. Murphy will explain the
political and economic forces
driving recent US tariffs and
their direct impact on Irish busi-
ness operations. Attendees will
learn how duties affect sales
margins and will  explore
smarter,  diversified market
strategies, gaining practical tools
to navigate today's increasingly
complex global trade environ-
ment. 

Commenting on the upcoming
workshop, Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County Council, Cllr.
Paul O’Brien, said: “Small busi-
nesses are the backbone of our
local economy, and we encour-
age everyone to attend this
important information session on
Friday, 2nd May, with expert
Brian Murphy from Global

Trade in order to be informed
and prepare if necessary.” 

Emer O'Gorman, Chief
Executive of Wicklow County
Council, added: “During these
uncertain times for business
owners and managers, mitigating
risk should be a top priority. We
are delighted to have secured
Brian Murphy from Global
Trade to provide insights on how
to prepare and navigate through
these challenging times.”  

Vibeke Delahunt, Head of
Enterprise at the Local
Enterprise Office Wicklow, stat-
ed: “The Local Enterprise Office
supports small businesses with
up to 50 employees, helping
them understand how they may
be impacted, to help mitigate the
risk, become more competitive
and develop new markets.”  

Participants can expect to
leave the session with clear,

actionable strategies for manag-
ing international trade risks. This
includes a deeper understanding
of the political and economic
factors behind tariffs,  their
effects on pricing and margins,
and how to adapt by exploring
alternative markets. 

The session will feature real-
world examples and an interac-
tive Q&A with Brian Murphy,
equipping attendees with practi-
cal tools to address supply chain
vulnerabilities. The event also
includes a light breakfast and
networking opportunities, mak-
ing it particularly relevant for
Wicklow businesses looking to
strengthen their international
outlook. 

The event is free of charge;
however, advance registration is
required due to limited capacity. 

Registration is available at:
https://www.localenterprise.ie

International trade expert Brian Murphy to lead strategic session 

Von Der Leyen invited to
Wicklow by Ní Mhurchú

Cynthia ni Mhurchu, an MEP for Wicklow, has written to EU Commission President Ursula
von Der Leyen inviting her to Wicklow and neighbouring counties next month to tour our
pharmaceutical and medical technology sector. 

Over 600 people are employed in County Wicklow
in companies like Takeda, and Jabil/Nypro (MedTech). 

According to Ni Mhurchu, "I think it is important
that President Von Der Leyen see for herself that we
are not talking about isolated factories, but rather oper-
ations that are deeply integrated into our local commu-
nities, with partnerships in schools, universities,
regional authorities, and training centres." 

According to Ni Mhurchu, some of the world's most
advanced medicines and life-saving medical devices
are being made in counties like Wicklow. These
include biologics, vaccines, oncology treatments, and
implantable cardiac devices. This is an industry which
has been built on decades of stable regulation, interna-
tional partnership, and shared investment in skills,
innovation, and community.

According to Ni Mhurchu, I want President Von

Der Leyen to meet the workers, researchers and see
for herself how our pharma and med tech industry has
created a wider life sciences ecosystem and fostered
collaborations with our universities, funded science
education in our schools, and supported local charities.

"I believe this tour would send a strong signal not
only to global investors, but to the thousands of work-
ers in our region who are proud to be part of Europe
and its leading life sciences economy." 

Ni Mhurchu has offered to coordinate Von Der
Leyen's visit to Wicklow and the Southeast. 

Cynthia Ni Mhurchu MEP with EU Commission
President Ursula Von Der Leyen.

From 

€49
Call Richard: 087 348 8516  
www.obriensroofingandguttering.ie

From 

€199
Gutters
Cleaned
& Sealed

Roof
Repairs

REASONABLE RATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

SERVICES
Manual Car lessons,

Essential Driver Training (12 mandatory lessons)
Reduced EDT lessons

Pre test lessons Car hire for test
Covering the areas of Tinahely, Gorey, Arklow, Aughrim,
Carnew and surrounding areas. Meeting points - Apple
Green service station Tinahely and Tesco carpark Gorey.

Tel: 087 610 9128

AnTO’S TREE
SERvICES
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

WE
COME
TO
YOU!

GIVE YOUR CAR THE CLEAN IT
DESERVES - AT YOUR OWN HOME!
Also • Detailing service  • Deep cleans  • Paint correction  • Machine polishing

• Ceramic coatings at our Blacklion Enterprise Centre Studio

T: 085 189 6776  www.kingclean.ie

• Garden Maintenance / Landscaping • Fencing 
• Tree Felling • Stump Removal • Tree Surgery

• Patios • Paving • Driveways • Walling

Mobile: 085 191 9465 
FREEPHONE: 1800 911 645

Email: prioritylandscaping.ie@gmail.com
www.prioritylandscaping.ie

Contact Pat for a free, no obligation quote

Family run business since 1999

KILCRONEY BUSINESS PARK, BRAY

01 2745000 | 01 2745950 | 087 6572000

• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 
• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600

HOME
MAINTENANCE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

•Painting • Decorating
• Flat Pack Assemble & Fitted

• Windows & Glass Repair & Replace 
• Doors & Lock Repairs • Tiling 

• Carpentry

Call or Email Graeme

085 818 0713
Graemecallum1234@gmail.com

MAC’S FISH
“Kilmore Quay’s Finest”

We carry an array of fresh local fish from Kilmore Quay.

• In Kilcoole we are parked by the 

Circle K garage, near the church. 

• In Blessington we are parked  

in the square, near the Lemon Tree 

(which is now closed)

We are in Kilcoole and Blessington 
every Thursday and  from
9.30am-2pm. KILCOOLE

CHANGE OF DATE
Friday 1st of May we will be 

there instead of Thursday 9.30 –

2pm. If Funeral is on in car park -

we will close until service ends 

as a mark of Respect .

Gospel:
Matthew 7:1-5
Do not judge, and you
will not be judged.  In the
same way you judge oth-
ers, you will be judged,
and the measure you use
for others will be used for
you.  Why do you look at
the speck in your broth-
er’s eye and not see the
plank in your own eye?
How can you say to your
bother, ‘Come, let me
take the speck from your
eye’ as long as that 
plank is in your own?
Hypocrite, remove the
plank out of your own
eye, then you will see
clearly to remove the
speck out of your 
brother’s eye.

THE

MIRACULOUS

PRAYER 

Dear Heart of Jesus in the

past I have asked for many

favours. This time I ask 

you this very special one.

(Mention request) Take it,

dear Heart of Jesus and

place it within your broken

Heart where your Father

sees it. Then, in his merciful

eyes it will become your

favour not mine. St

Anthony and St Jude,

helper of the hopeless, aid

me in my distress. Amen.

Say this prayer for three

days. Promise publication

and favour will be granted.

Never known to fail.

Thank you. B.H.
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ART

KA Art Portfolio Preparation 
KB Art, Craft & Design
KC Fine Art Practice 
KE Creative Craft 

DESIGN

DA Graphic Design 
DD Architecture Design & Technology 
DN Jewellery Making & Woodcraft 
DI Furniture Design & Carpentry/Joinery 
DC Fashion & Textiles 
DJ Furniture Design & Cabinet Making (Advanced)

MUSIC

MI DJ Techniques & Music Production 
MJ Music Production 
MK Music Performance 
MF Sound Engineering 

COMPUTING

NA Computer Software Developemt with AI 
NB Computer Science 
NC Computer Networks and Cyber Security
ND Comptia A+  

SPORT

EA Sport, Exercise & Fitness Instruction 
EC Personal Trainer, Strength & Conditioning 
ED Soccer Coaching & Sports Management 
EF Sports Injury & Massage Therapy / 

Pre-University Physiotherapy

ANIMAL CARE

HA Animal Care 
HI Animal Care & Management Pre-University 
HJ Animal Science Industry 
HX Equine Studies 

SOCIAL STUDIES & CHILDCARE

OA Special Needs Assistant 
(Primary & Post-Primary) 

OB SNA & Disability Studies (Level 6) 
HD Early Learning & Care / Childcare 
HE Social Studies & Community Care

HAIR, BEAUTY & WELLNESS

FJ Professional Make Up & Hairstyling 
FF Hairdressing - Junior Stylist 
FG Hairdressing - Senior Stylist 
FH Barbering 
FD Nail Technician & Salon Administration 

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING

HS Forensic Science - Pre-University 
HK Science - Pre-University 
HZ Food Science with Dietetics - Pre-University 
JF Pharmacy Retail Assistant 
JJ Pharmacy Technician 
HU Applied Ecology and Biodiversity Studies 
DK Horticulture & Garden Design 
HV Engineering Pre-University 

BUSINESS

JA Business Management & Administration  
JC Business Management - Advanced Certificate 
JD Accounting Technician 
LD Business Tourism Advanced Certificate 
SD Legal Administration Pre-University Law 
SF Medical Administration (Mornings Only) 
SE IT & Office Administration (Mornings Only) 
JT Digital Marketing and Entrepreneurship 
EE Security & Pre-Garda 
JP B.Bus (Hons) Business & Psychology 

HOSPITALITY & TOURISM

LA Tourism, Reception & Event Management 
LH Restaurant & Bar Management 
LC Culinary Arts
LE Culinary Arts Advanced 
LG Pastry, Baking & Barista 
LI Hospitality & Business Management (Leval 6)

ADULT LEAVING CERT

RB Adult Leaving Certificate 

HEALTH

HB Nursing and Midwifery Studies - Pre-University 
HH Healthcare Assistant
HP Occupational Therapy Assistant
JK Emergency Care Studies 

(Pre-paramedic, Fire & Ambulance) 
HL Psychology in the Community (Advanced) 

FILM & COMPUTER GAMING

MA TV & Film Production
MB TV & Film Production - Advanced 
ME 3D Game Design
MC BA (Hons) Immersive Media Production Degree 
MG Games Development 

ACTING & DANCE

PB Acting for Stage & Screen Advanced 
PE Dance Technique, Performance and  

Choreography - Advanced 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE FOR 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

XA English Language and General Studies

APPRENTICESHIPS

JG Accounting Technician Apprenticeship 

BUS 
PICK-UPS

Throughout the
college year from
Gorey, Arklow,
Wicklow and
Rathnew

Bray InstItute of
furtHer eDuCatIon
Dedicated • Professional • Passionate


