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WE DELIVER! - for 36 years

Launching the Irish Farmers Association's 2025 'No Dogs
Allowed' campaign for 2025 in Newcastle last week, IFA
President Francie Gorman said dog owners have to be 
confronted about their failure to take responsibility for the
actions of their pets. 

The campaign launch

comes as incidents of

sheep kills are increas-

ing around Co. Wicklow

in recent weeks, with a

number of councillors

raising the issue at 

last week's meeting 

of Wicklow County

Council.   Cllr Melanie

Corrigan from Enn-

iskerry said "there's

been a lot of cases

recently where dogs

have attacked heavily

pregnant sheep, so farm-

ers are not only losing

the mother, they're los-

ing the lamb as well. As

a Council I would ask

again that we do as

much as we can to sup-

port the farmers and

support the IFA." Cllr

Shane Langrell from

Ashford said "In 2016 I

was a victim of a sheep

kill myself. Up to 20

sheep were killed. It's

not a pretty site. You go

into your field and you

see sheep traumatised,

sheep dead, sheep

slaughtered. And I sup-

pose it is not even what

you find dead on the

day, it's what you're left

with after. The amount

of sheep that passed

away since that kill...

They say the sheep don't

get over trauma, and it

is a fact. They don't.

And I suppose it's just

come to light again. Up

in Roundwood last

week there was a farmer

that went to his field

and he had sheep killed,

24 pregnant sheep. And

it doesn't stop there. I

think this week now 

his remaining 120-odd

flock of ewes will be

scanned, and he's very

fearful of the results to

com. It is not the dogs'

fault. The owners of

these dogs  need to have

a good hard look at

themselves. And dogs

should not be allowed

off the leads in forestry,

on walkways, trails. It

doesn't matter where it

is." Launching the 'No

Dogs Allowed' cam-

paign, IFA President

Francie Gorman said

"The devastation caused

has to be brought home

to those who think their

dog would not be part of

an attack on livestock.

Dog owners cannot

absolve themselves of

the wreakage left behind

when sheep are

attacked.”

The IFA President

said neither the

Government or local

authorities have done

enough to address the

issue. "The lack of

robust enforcement of

the legal obligations on

dog owners has allowed

horrendous attacks to

persist and increase

across the country. It is

unacceptable," Francie

Gorman said. "We are

demanding stronger reg-

ulations and stricter

enforcement for those

who disregard the safety

and wellbeing of our

livestock.”

Among the measures

proposed by the

Working Group of

Control of dogs were

stricter regulations and

increased enforcement

on the ground to tackle

the issue of irresponsi-

ble dog ownership

"It is unacceptable

that these practical pro-

posals have not been

acted on. IFA has con-

sistently called for

appropriate sanctions

and to develop a single

national database identi-

fying dogs and their

owners, similar to that

in other jurisdictions,"

Catriona Healy, Linda Blake and Karen Dunne at the Tinahely GAA & LGFA Dinner Dance in the

Amber Springs, Gorey. Pic: Michael Kelly. 

Adrian Gallagher said.

"The critical issue in

the first instance is to

have all dogs in the

country microchipped,

registered to the owner

and licensed in order 

to establish a national

Continued on page 9
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Exciting roles
supporting
autistic people
We are currently 
recruiting for various
roles in our Residential,
Day and Respite 
services in Ashford 
and Bray, Co. Wicklow
and Gorey, Co. Wexford.

We are also recruiting for 
additional positions in our
Residential, Respite and 
Day services across Dublin 
and Kildare.

Scan our QR code for more
on all our vacancies.

1A Oldcourt Industrial Estate, Boghall Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow
Tel: 01-2866815 / 087-2320590   Email: darren@aplusservice.ie

www.aplusservice.ie

•FULL
SERVICE

•OIL
SERVICE

or
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Arklow Active Retirement 

Active Retirement Arklow weekly Social and
Information Mornings have resumed. Members
meet every Friday from 11-12 in Arus Lorcáin,
Castlepark, Arklow to catch up socially, hear a
talk on issues of interest or register to go on a
monthly day trip. On alternate Fridays they also
enjoy a novel Card Bingo game or two or a
“Twenty Questions” General Knowledge Quiz.
Some members enjoy Bowls from 2-4 on Monday
afternoons. Others head off on Tuesday mornings
for a leisurely walk. A monthly day trip takes
place on Wednesdays  and the first trip of the year
will be to Malahide Castle and Demesne on 26th
February. Members' subscriptions are due now
and new members are always welcome. Their 8
person  Management Committee is looking for-
ward to welcoming new members who can call in
any Friday at 11 am to Arus Lorcáin or text them
at 086 6047132. Annual subscription is €25.

Soup & Sandwiches 

Greystones Soup and Sandwiches Lunch will be
held in St. Patrick's Church, Greystones  on
Tuesday 18th February from 12.30 until 2.00.
Suggested donation of €7 for local charities for
the homeless. This an opportunity to relax in
pleasant company while being plied with home
baked food! Everyone welcome.

Wicklow Lions Quiz nights 

Wicklow & District Lions Club continue their
annual series of Quiz Nights every Thursday at
various venues. At least 20 local charities will
benefit from the money raised each night. On
Thursday last the quiz team were very busy in the
Bridge Tavern supporting Parkinsons and
Wicklow Town Team. This week (20th February)
the quiz will take place in O'Shea's Corner in
Wicklow assisting three local deserving charities
Regatta Festival Wicklow Cancer Support and
Holy Rosary school. Members of the winning
team at the Lions Quiz in Fitzpatrick's in
Wicklow with Lion Ann Chambers presenting the
prize. 

Bray Cualann Historical
Society 

Isolda Moylan will recall 'William J. Moylan, a
filmmaker in India, Pakistan and Ireland' at 8pm
on Thursday  February 20th in the Royal Hotel,
Main Street, Bray. All are welcome - admission is
€8 for non-members. Those wishing to join the
Society can do so at this lecture. The AGM of the
Society will precede this lecture.

The Old Dublin Society

Brian Hughes will present  ‘Dublin: The Irish
Revolution 1912-1923’  at 6 p.m. on Wednesday
February 26th in the Conference Room, Dublin
City Library & Archive, 139-144 Pearse
Street,Dublin 2. All are welcome - admission is
free and no booking is required.

Open Door held a coffee morning on Thursday 13th February.  The Centre was very busy with
visitors including members, carers, supporters, friends and Trustees.  A number of guests had
never been to Open Door before and they were amazed at the activities available to adults with
physical disabilities.  Tea and coffee was served with a wide selection of scones, cakes and 
biscuits and there was also a raffle with some lovely Valentine's Day prizes. €815 was raised
which will go towards equipment and materials for physiotherapy, art, ceramics and woodwor.
Open Door Trustee, Maureen Mc Gettigan, presented Open Door with a very generous cheque for
€10,000 on behalf of the Mc Gettigan family and the Royal Hotel & Merrill Leisure Club.  This is
very much appreciated by the members, staff and Board of Trustees at Open Door.

Rathdrum St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Commitee proposes new community forum

The Rathdrum St. Patrick’s Day Parade Commitee held a meeting earlier this month to discuss preparations for this year’s celebrations. A key
item on the agenda was fundraising for the parade and broader community initiatives. During the mee:ng, Marge Hughes was elected as the
new Chairperson of the commitee. Warm tributes were paid to Jimmy O’Shaughnessy, who has stepped down after an incredible 38 years of
dedicated service as Chair. Commitee members expressed their deep appreciation for his unwavering commitment to the community and his
leadership in making Rathdrum’s St. Patrick’s Day celebrations a highlight of the local calendar.

Proposal for a
Rathdrum Forum

As part of the discus-
sions, it was proposed
that a Rathdrum Forum
be established, bringing
together representa:ves
from all local community
and voluntary groups. 

The forum would act
as a collaborative plat-
form to strengthen com-
munity ties, pool
resources, and enhance

access to funding oppor-
tunities.

Benefits of the 
Rathdrum Forum

The forum would serve
as a platform for:
• Joint fundraising initia-
tives to support events and
community projects.
• Capital funding applica-
tions for shared equipment,
such as sound systems,
marquees, staging, and
other resources that multi-
ple groups could use,
reducing costs for individ-
ual organisations.
• Improved communica-
tion and cooperaIon
between different commu-
nity groups, ensuring more
effective planning and
event management.
• A stronger collective
voice when engaging with
public bodies and funding
agencies on local develop-
ment projects.

An initial meeting is
being planned to gauge
interest and explore how
best to establish the forum. 

All local community
and voluntary groups in
Rathdrum are invited to
participate in this impor-
tant discussion about the
future of community col-
laboration in the area.

For further details or to
express interest in attend-
ing, please contact the
Secretary, Stephen Kearon,
at RathdrumPatricks-
DayParade@gmail.com.

Council Library Service wants
you to get lost - in a good book

Libraries throughout County Wicklow are participating in Ireland Reads, a campaign aimed
at encouraging the entire nation to read this month, leading up to a national day of reading on
Saturday, 22nd February 2025. Irish libraries have collaborated with publishers, booksellers,
authors, and other partners for this campaign, which is part of the government's Healthy
Ireland initiative. The goal is to celebrate reading and highlight its many benefits for wellbe-
ing and enjoyment.

The campaign encour-
ages everyone to 'Get
Lost in a Good Book' dur-
ing the month of
February, particularly on
Ireland Reads Day,
Saturday, 22nd February.
Throughout the county,
events for all ages will
celebrate reading, books,
and literature. Wicklow
County Council Library
Service will host various
activities across our
branch network through-
out February in prepara-
tion for Ireland Reads
Day. We invite you to
visit your local branch
library to participate in an
event or simply to explore
whatís available. The
theme for 2025 is 'Get
Lost' and we hope you

will come to your local
library to immerse your-
self in a good book! A
complete schedule of
events will be announced
on our website and social
media pages.

The Ireland Reads
website provides book
recommendations tailored
to your interests and the
time you have available
for reading. With over
1,500 suggestions from
librarians across the
country, there is some-
thing for everyone,
regardless of interests or
reading levels. Users can
enter their favourite book
genre and the amount of
time they wish to read
each day. The website
will suggest the perfect

book and calculate how
long it will take to finish,
allowing you to set a
reading challenge if
you're looking to get back
into the habit of reading.
You can also recommend
a book to a friend through
the website.

Emer O'Gorman,
Chief Executive of Wic-
klow County Council ,
encourages everyone in
County Wicklow to par-
ticipate in Ireland Reads,
stating, "Getting lost in a
good book is one of the
best things you can do, at
any age. Reading is great
for your wellbeing; a
good book can relax you,
it can teach you, it can
take you places you've
never been and introduce

you to people you've
never met." 

Cllr  Paul O'Brien,
Cathaoirleach of Wic-
klow County Council ,
added: "Reading has the
power to bring people
together, spark imagina-
tion, and open new
worlds.  We encourage
everyone in Wicklow to
pick up a book this
month, whether it's your
first time or you're redis-
covering the joy of read-
ing."

Several well-known
ambassadors are promot-
ing the campaign, includ-
ing Booker Prize winner
Paul Lynch, Marian Keyes,
Rick O'Shea, Laureate na
nOg Patricia Forde, Dave
Rudden, and more. You

can find out what reading
means to them and why
they support the campaign
at https://www.ireland-
reads.ie/ 

Discover all that is hap-
pening for Ireland Reads,

or to get or share book rec-
ommendations, visit
www.irelandreads.ie or
h t tps : / /www.wicklow
.ie/Living/Services/Librari
es for more information on
local events.

Stuart Hamilton, Head of Libraries Development
with the Local Government Management Agency. 

Brian Robinson 
B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

State Solicitor

Eil ish Bradshaw 
B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Ciara O’Sull ivan 
B.B.L.S., (Euro)

Hannah Stockwell-Quinn 
B.C.L., L.L.M.

Peter McQuil lan
B.A. (Mod) Leg Sc TCD

Property Solicitors

Probate and Elder Law Solicitors

Commercial Litigation Solicitors

Medical Negligence Solicitors

Planning and Environmental Solicitors

General Litigation Solicitors

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

24A Florence Road,
Bray,
Co. Wicklow.

Tel: 01 276 1330 
E-mail: info@benvillerobinson.ie
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie 
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Progress made on
reopening Cliff Walk?
Tánaiste Simon Harris TD has confirmed 'progress is being made' in efforts to reopen the Bray to Greystones Cliff
Walk following a key meeting with stakeholders last Thursday. The cliff walk has been closed by Wicklow County
Council for the past 4 years due to safety concerns. The first meeting of the task force, which included representatives
from Wicklow County Council, Irish Rail, the National Parks & Wildlife Service, and Failte Ireland, focused on iden-
tifying a safe and sustainable way forward for one of Wicklow's most popular walking routes.

The 6.5-kilometer trail
attracts between 250,000
and 300,000 visitors each
year, has been closed due
to safety concerns,
including a major col-
lapse and ongoing ero-
sion issues. 

The meeting heard of
the serious safety con-
cerns related to the cliff
walk’s current status and
of all the measures tak-
ing place to restore
access while ensuring
public safety and envi-

ronmental integrity.
Speaking after the

meeting, Tánaiste Simon
Harris said "The Bray to
Greystones Cliff Walk is
a treasured route for
locals and visitors.  I
know from speaking to

people from the area and
tourists that the closure
of this route has caused
serious frustration. 

“Today’s meeting was
an important step for-
ward, with all  parties
committed to finding a

workable solution. 
“There are serious

challenges that need to
be addressed and with
long term solutions need-
ed to make the cliff walk
viable for years to come. 

“While there are chal-
lenges to address, includ-
ing erosion risks, land
access, and environmen-
tal protections, it is clear
to me that stakeholders
are committed to making
real progress toward a
safe and viable reopen-
ing.

“The meeting also
addressed concerns
raised by the National
Parks & Wildlife Service
regarding the area’s
Special  Area of Con-
servation (SAC) designa-
tion.”  

Discussions with Irish
Rail acknowledged their
role in managing sections
of the route.  Fail te
Ireland shared concerns
of the economic impact
on businesses and local
communities from a
tourism perspective.

Tánaiste Simon Harris
added: "This was a con-
structive discussion with

The meeting was attended by Tániste Simon Harris, Wicklow County Council Chief Executive Emer
O'Gorman, Irish Rail CEO Jim Meade, National Parks and Wildlife Service Director General: Niall
O'Donnchu, Failte Ireland Regional Manager and Sarah Fitzpatrick. 

clear momentum behind
it. "There is still work to
do, but with continued
cooperation, we are on
the right track and I
stand ready to do what-
ever is  necessary in
Government to help
drive the delivery of the
reopening of this cliff
walk. I look forward to
further updates as we

move closer to a solu-
tion."

Next steps will include
further engagement with
relevant stakeholders,
additional environmental
assessments, and discus-
sions on funding options.
A clearer t imeline for
reopening is expected in
the coming months.

Tanaiste Simon Harris

concluded: “As your rep-
resentative for County
Wicklow in Dail Eireann
and in Government,  I
will continue to push for
progress at every oppor-
tunity and will continue
to issue regular updates
on this issue which is 
so important for the 
people of Bray and
Greystones.”

Emma Katus and Aoibheann O'Neill at the Tinahely GAA & LGFA
Dinner Dance in the Amber Springs, Gorey. 
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Public consultation 
sessions held on Council’s
Outdoor Recreation Plan

Planning for the Wicklow County Outdoor Recreation Plan 2025-2030 is underway. Two con-
sultation evenings were recently hosted in Blessington and Newtownmountkennedy. 

On February 6th, 2025 over 106
people gathered at the Parkview
Hotel in Newtownmountkennedy.
The plan aims to enhance and
develop outdoor recreational facil-
ities across County Wicklow, pro-
moting health, well-being, and sus-
tainable tourism. Interactive con-
sultation sessions took place.

Cllr Stephen Stokes was among
those who attended in
Newtownmountkennedy. Cllr
Stokes stated: "The Wicklow

County Outdoor Recreation Plan
2025 outlines a strategic vision for
the development of trails, parks,
and other outdoor amenities,
ensuring that residents and visitors
alike can enjoy the natural beauty
of our county."

Local residents are encouraged
to have their say online until
February 26th, 2025. Cllr Stephen
Stokes added: "As someone who
grew up in Greystones and has
long been an advocate for enhanc-

ing our local amenities,  I  am
thrilled to see this plan come to
fruition. 

Investing in outdoor recreation
not only promotes healthier
lifestyles but also supports sustain-
able tourism, benefiting our local
economy. I look forward to work-
ing with the community and rele-
vant stakeholders to implement
these initiatives and make County
Wicklow a premier destination for
outdoor enthusiasts."

Cllr Danny Alvey (Wicklow District), Cllr Stephen Stokes (Greystones District), Cllr Shane Langrell
(Wicklow District), and Carol Coad (County Wicklow Partnership).

Whitmore applauds Ballydonagh Lane tree planting 
Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore has congratulated Reforest Nation and EcoSikh Ireland for their recent tree
planting event in Ballydonagh Lane. The event saw a huge turnout, reflecting the community's commitment to 
environmental conservation.

"I would like to recog-
nize the tremendous work
done by all the volunteers
and commend the
landowner for generously
providing the land for this
initiative," said Deputy
Whitmore. "This event,
planned and organised by
Reforest Nation and
EcoSikh Ireland was a
huge success. Their
efforts have not only
enhanced the local
ecosystem but also
brought the community
together in a shared mis-
sion to protect and restore
our natural environment.

"The overwhelming
participation underscores
that nature is high on the
agenda for many people.
Seeing such a diverse
group of people come
together for a common
cause is truly heartening.
This event reflects a
growing awareness and
dedication to protecting
our natural surroundings
within our community.
This commitment is evi-
dent not only through the
efforts of these groups but
also through our home-
grown group, ReWild
Wicklow, which boasts

hundreds of dedicated
volunteers.

"To truly make a signif-
icant impact, we need a
state-led response to envi-
ronmental conservation.
The government must
recognise the importance
of such initiatives and
take decisive action to
support them. By purchas-
ing the Glen of the
Downes and committing
to similar projects, we can
ensure a sustainable future
for our environment and
communities.

"The Glen of the
Downs is a vital natural

area that boasts rich biodi-
versity and serves as a
crucial habitat for various
species. Its preservation
and expansion are essen-
tial for maintaining eco-
logical balance and pro-
viding a space for com-
munity engagement with
nature. Before the elec-
tion, 200 acres of agricul-
tural and forestry land
adjoining Glen of the
Downs came up for sale
on the private market, and
I called on the govern-
ment to purchase this land
in order to expand the
Glen of the Downs

ancient forest. This call
was not only supported
by thousands of local
people but also national
environmental organisa-
tions, and my petition
gathered 5,000 signa-
tures.

"Tánaiste Simon Harris
committed to setting up a
meeting to discuss pur-
chasing the Glen of the
Downs, and it is crucial
that we see this happen
now. I look forward to
this meeting and to con-
tinuing our campaign,
building on the momen-
tum we have generated,"
Deputy Whitmore con-
cluded. Deputy Whitmore at the tree planting event at Ballydonagh Lane.

Karen and Eamon Bermingham at the Arklow RNLI's recent Hurry to the Curry event in the
Arklow Bay Hotel.

Recycled:
• Screened Soil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Soil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com
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Newly refurbished Bray Most Holy
Redeemer Parish Centre officially opened
The official launch of the newly refurbished Most Holy Redeemer
Parish Centre in Bray took place on Friday morning, 7th February.
Originally built in 1907, the building underwent extensive renovations
that included repairing its original sash windows, doors, brickwork,
and cast-iron gutters. Special care was taken to restore the original
features of this protected structure. Interior renovations included
complete electrical rewiring, fireproofing, and new plumbing.
Kitchens and accessible toilet facilities were installed to ensure full
wheelchair accessibility on the ground floor.

This project was par-
tially funded by the 2023
Community Recognition
Fund, which was estab-
lished by the Department
of Rural and Community
Development to acknowl-
edge the significant
efforts of communities in
welcoming and support-
ing individuals coming to
Ireland from Ukraine and
other countries. This
funding aims to support
the development of com-
munity infrastructure and
facilities that benefit the
wider community.

Cllr.  Paul O'Brien,
Cathaoirleach of Wic-

klow County Council,
thanked all those in atten-
dance, including Fr.
Michael O'Kelly, parish
members, councillors,
and Wicklow County
Council officials.  He
acknowledged the hard
work and vision of every-
one involved in the pro-
ject.  “Your dedication
and time have made this
transformation possible
to create a space to foster
connection, promote
inclusivity, and to serve
the needs of the commu-
nity for many years to
come.”

Emer O'Gorman, Chief

Executive, Wicklow
County Council,  exp-
ressed her appreciation to
the hardworking contrac-
tors, architects and pro-
ject teams who dedicated
countless hours working
on this project, "You've
worked hard to ensure
that this Parish Centre
will continue to be a vital
resource for everyone
who calls this community
home.” Emer also further
acknowledged that this
project exemplifies  what
can be achieved when we
collaborate, support one
another, and build with
purpose. Wicklow County Council officials, members of the Holy Redeemer Parish and local elected councillors, celebrating the opening.

Applications sought in Wicklow for Heritage
Council's Adopt a Monument Scheme 

Community groups in Wicklow are being encouraged to apply to join the Heritage Council’s Adopt a Monument scheme which is all about
empowering local communities to become involved in the care and conservation of a much-loved local monument. The Adopt a Monument
scheme offers communities expertise, mentoring and support to help them to care for their local heritage

New Crusher  Bui l -
ding, Baravore, Glen-
malure  in  Wick low
(photo  be low)  was
‘adopted’ by  Glen-
malure  PURE Mi le
Committee in 2016 to
preserve this building
for future generations.
The  la rge  n ine teen th
cen tury  o re  c rusher
bui ld ing  a t  Baravore
stands as a testament to
the hard working min-
ers and entrepreneurial
pioneers who sought to
delve into the rich nat-

Wicklow tourist
spots make Google
Maps list of most
reviewed places 

Twenty years ago, Google Maps trans-
formed how we see and navigate the world.
Today, it's become an indispensable tool for
more than 2 billion users per month - shap-
ing the way people navigate and explore,
whether they're traveling to new places or
rediscovering their hometown. 

To mark 20 years, Google Maps has shared
some of the most popular and all-time favorite
features - along with helpful hidden gems that
might have been missed over the years. 

A number of Wicklow tourist spots featured,
including Powerscourt Waterfall was No. 6 on
the l ist  of vistor at tractions and Wicklow
Mountains National Park was No.8 on the list
of parks.

The Irish Heritage Trust, an independent, non-profit organisation, is offering the benefits of its
membership programme with the chance to explore some of Ireland's most captivating heritage
houses and gardens from just €1 per week, unlocking a world of history, heritage, and natural
beauty. Membership of the Irish Heritage Trust grants unlimited access to Ireland's most cher-
ished heritage properties, exclusive event discounts, and the satisfaction of directly contributing
to the preservation of the cultural treasures including Johnstown Castle Estate, Museum &
Gardens in Wexford (pictured above). With its 800-year history, Johnstown Castle continues to
reveal its fascinating stories, thanks to the support of visitors, members, grants, and philan-
thropic contributions. A jewel of Gothic Revival architecture, the Castle opened to the public in
2019 following a major conservation and development project. Since then, it has evolved into a
thriving visitor attraction in the heart of Wexford, under the stewardship of the Irish Heritage
Trust which has overseen further conservation efforts and visitor experience enhancements.

ural resources that lay
hidden in the valleys.
The  New Crusher
building is a two storey
bui lding of  cut  s tone
granite built in 1859-
60. It is recognised as
undoubtedly the finest
ex tan t  example  in
Ireland of a rolls crush-
er house.

The Glenmalure PURE
Mile Committee received
funding from Coillte 
and Wicklow County
Council, to conserve and
record the building and
mining complex and
more publicly accessible
walks around the mining
complex have been estab-
lished to raise awareness
of the mining-related her-
itage of Glenmalure.

Since the scheme first
began in 2016, 30 groups
across Ireland have
‘adopted’ monuments in
their locality ranging
from ring forts to 19th
century industrial build-
ings to medieval churches
as well as a Gaelic castle. 

All over Ireland there
is an incredible variety of
heritage sites, including
ancient tombs, stone 
circles, early monaste-
ries, castles, churches 
and graveyards, landed
estates, mines, kilns,
mills, traditional houses
and battlefields. The
Adopt a Monument
Scheme takes a very
broad view of heritage
and is open to applica-
tions from enthusiastic
community groups all
over Ireland to apply to

the scheme to adopt a site
that is important to them. 

The aim is that the cho-
sen monument will serve
as a focal point for her-
itage-related, educational
and recreational activities
and will encourage greater
appreciation and under-
standing of local heritage.

Speaking in support of
the scheme Virginia

Teehan, Chief Executive
of the Heritage Council,
at the Heritage Council,
said: "The Adopt a
Monument Scheme is a
wonderful way of ensur-
ing our monuments
remain an integral part of
a community. Maintaining
them and caring for them
requires much-needed
expertise and resources

which is exactly what the
scheme provides. We can
already see the positive
effect the scheme has had
on the areas where a mon-
ument was adopted, and
the pride of place and
increased civic value
brought about the efforts
of our dedicated commu-
nity groups is very satis-
fying to see."

The Heritage Council
is now calling for interest-
ed groups to apply for the
scheme. The closing date
for applications 21st
March 2025. Further
information about the
scheme and the applica-
tion process can be found
here: https://www.her-
itagecouncil.ie/projects
/aam

Schnittger Bourne Property Services, based out of
Greystones in Co. Wicklow, is incredibly proud to 
be sponsoring the Annual Local Hero Award again
this year. 

“It’s lovely to be able to support and highlight the
amazing people and personalities we have in
Greystones, as a local Company it’s something
very close to our hearts”

Residential Block Management
Commercial Estate Management
Sales & Lettings 
(Residential & Commercial)
Asset & Portfolio Management

www.schnittgerbourne.com
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Concerns for Wicklow
over Bord na Móna

Recycling sale
SIPTU calls BNM Recycling sale 'an act of
economic vandalism' that will be opposed

SIPTU has demanded a halt to the sale of Bord na Móna (BNM) Recycling and an investiga-
tion into the attempt to privatise part of a profitable public company in a manner which runs
counter to economic and environmental best practice. Social Democrats TD Jennifer
Whitmore, has called for immediate clarity on the proposed sale of Bord na Móna 's recycling
arm to a private operator, KWD Recycling.

SIPTU Divisional Organiser,
Adrian Kane, said: “The announce-
ment on Friday (7th February) that
Bord na Móna has concluded a deal
to sell the last remaining publicly
operated domestic waste collection
service in the State to the Killarney
Waste Disposal Company is deeply
concerning and should be the focus
of intense scrutiny.

“This semi-state company is part
of a group which generated more
than €100 million profit for the
State in 2024. It also sets the gold
standard for environmental and
workers' rights compliance in the
sector. That the decision to sell it
runs completely counter to best
international practice in the waste
collection sector and the recom-
mendations of several governmen-
tal reports should set alarm bells
ringing throughout the political sys-
tem.

“The Kerry-based company,
which it is proposed buys Bord na
Móna Recycling, at what is report-
edly a very attractive price, was last
year fined €500,000 for carrying
out activities contrary to section 39

of the Waste Management Act,
1996. The whole nature of this pro-
posed sale needs public investiga-
tion and scrutiny.

“SIPTU members have already
stated that they will ballot for strike
action to defend their terms and
conditions of employment. In sup-
port of our members, SIPTU repre-
sentatives are seeking to urgently
meet with opposition party leaders
to discuss what can be done to halt
what amounts to a gross act of eco-
nomic and environmental vandal-
ism. This proposed deal can be
stopped by the new Minister for
Climate, Environment and Energy,
Darragh O'Brien. We will seek an
urgent meeting with him in which
our members and experts can out-
line the many concerns about this
privatisation scheme.” 

He added: “We should look at
the past to inform the present. The
corrupt privatisation of Eircom
nobbled our telecommunications
sector for decades. The privatisa-
tion of local authority bin services
over 20 years ago has been an
unmitigated disaster in terms of the

cost to customers, adverse environ-
mental impact and decline in indus-
try working standards. The sale of
Bord na Móna Recycling would
end any possibility of bringing the
correct mix of public and private
services to the domestic waste col-
lection sector.

“SIPTU will fight this attempt to
further degrade our public services.
This proposed sale raises very seri-
ous concerns in terms of it making
no economic sense for the State, hav-
ing an adverse environmental impact
and undermining employment stan-
dards. We cannot return to the dark
days of gombeen economics that this
Government and proposed deal seem
to be pointing us in.” 

Social Democrats TD Jennifer
Whitmore said “Bord na Móna's
recycling services are crucial for
many customers and workers in
Wicklow. There are over 135,000
households serviced by Bord na
MÛna, with many workers based in
the county. The proposed sale to a
private operator raises significant
concerns about potential price
increases for Wicklow customers

and the impact on local jobs.
"A reduction in operators will

inevitably lead to price rises for
consumers, which is in complete
contravention to recommendations
by the Dublin Taskforce and Joint
Oireachtas Climate Committee last
year. These reports advised that the
State should assume responsibility
for waste collection, a move that
will be almost impossible if this
sale goes through. Recent price
hikes by other bin collection com-

panies, such as Panda Recycling,
have already had significant
impacts on customers. The state
should be stepping in to prevent the
furthering of the cost of living cri-
sis, not facilitating it.

"The sale of Bord na Móna
Recycling cannot proceed without
the approval of the Consumer
Protection Commission and the
Minister," Deputy Whitmore
emphasised. "Minister Darragh
O'Brien needs to clarify his plans to

this House and urgently meet with
SIPTU to address these issues.
Workers and their SIPTU represen-
tatives have been completely over-
looked in this process. This is a
critical concern, especially for the
many employees based in
Wicklow."

Deputy Whitmore is urging the
Minister for Environment to take
immediate action to ensure that
these concerns are addressed with-
out further delay.

Sarah Hogan and Ciara Stokes at the Tinahely GAA & LGFA Dinner Dance in the Amber
Springs, Gorey. 

'Government must adopt a common sense approach to road safety'
Sinn Féin TD John Brady, has criticised the Government's approach to road safety, arguing
that a singular focus on reducing speed limits will not effectively tackle the issue. He stressed
the need for a more comprehensive strategy that prioritises road maintenance, education, and
enforcement to improve safety on Wicklow’s roads. Also speaking on the topic last week,
Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore has called for immediate action to address road safe-
ty issues in Wicklow, emphasising the need to prioritise pedestrian safety, improve infrastruc-
ture and ensure safe routes to schools. 

Deputy Brady said
"The Government's app-
roach to road safety 
is failing communities
across Wicklow. While
reducing speed limits in
certain areas is necessary,
a blanket reduction is not
the answer. Road safety is
a complex issue that
requires a comprehensive
strategy, including invest-
ment in road maintenance,
education, and proper
enforcement. For too
long, Wicklow County
Council has been under-
funded and unable to
carry out essential repairs
and upgrades to our roads.
Poor road conditions are a
major factor in accidents,
yet the government con-
tinues to ignore the need
for real investment in
infrastructure. If we are
serious about saving lives,
we must ensure our roads
are safe and fit for pur-
pose.

"Enforcement is anoth-
er area where the govern-
ment has fallen short. An
Garda Siochana does not
have the necessary

resources to properly
tackle dangerous driving
behaviours such as speed-
ing and driving under the
influence. Without proper
enforcement, speed limit
reductions alone will not
be effective in preventing
road tragedies. Sinn Féin
has long advocated for a
common-sense, evidence-
based approach to road
safety. Speed limits
should be set based on

local conditions and acci-
dent data, not imposed as
a one-size-fits-all mea-
sure. The government
must listen to local com-
munities, take expert
advice, and ensure that
any changes genuinely
improve safety rather than
simply grabbing head-
lines.

"I am calling on
Minister for Transport
Daragh O'Brien to conduct
a full review of the road
safety strategy and adopt a
more balanced approach.
We need real investment in
roads, stronger enforce-
ment measures, and poli-
cies that are rooted in evi-
dence and local knowl-
edge. The people of
Wicklow deserve better.

Speaking in The Dáil
last Thursday, Deputy
Whitmore "I welcome the
new speed limits intro-
duced last week, but speed
limits alone are not
enough; we need proper
enforcement and well-
maintained infrastructure
to ensure these laws are
upheld. The Garda traffic

corps has had its numbers
reduced, which has
immensely impacted their
ability to do their jobs.
Without a well-funded
Council and monitored
roads, the situation will
not improve," Deputy
Whitmore explained.

"I receive emails week-
ly from constituents with
road safety concerns. The
population of Wicklow has
increased hugely over the
past couple of years,
meaning that we have

more children walking on
our roads and more cars
driving on our roads. Our
infrastructure has not
keeping pace with this
population boom, and this
is seen particularly in
areas like Greystones,
where our roads are
becoming less and less
safe," Ms Whitmore
added.

"I recently learned
about issues in Glenealy,
where there is a serious
lack of road markings,
ramps, and pedestrian
crossings, and speeding
on the main street is out of
control. Residents should
not be expected to wait for
an accident to happen for
their roads to be made
safe," Deputy Whitmore
argued.

"In Bray, the 'stop and
go' traffic management
system on Eglington Road
has been poorly managed,
leading to confusion and
increased risk for pedestri-
ans," Ms. Whitmore con-
tinued. Another big con-
cern for all is the safety of
children walking and
cycling to school. The
Safe Routes to School ini-
tiative launched in 2021,
but the first three schools
in Wicklow were only
connected to the network
in 2024. With over 100
schools in Wicklow, at
this rate, it will take

decades to connect them
all to the Safe Routes to
School," Ms Whitmore
commented.

"Additionally, bureau-
cratic issues are causing
delays, as schools must
apply for funding to join
the network whereas they
should be automatically
connected. Councils need

additional funding to
deliver crucial projects
like this in a timely man-
ner," Deputy Whitmore
stated.

"Wicklow is a county
with narrow roads covered
in potholes and uneven
surfacing. Weíre also a
county that is quite heavily
dependent on cars because

of limited public transport
options. It is not accept-
able that our local council
does not have the funding
to address road safety con-
cerns. The issues in
Glenealy and Bray are
stark reminders of the
work that needs to be
done," Deputy Whitmore
concluded.

John Brady TD. 

Jennifer Whitmore TD. 
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Timmins targets Wicklow 
transport in Dail question

Edward Timmins TD. 

N11 and N81 upgrades, along with increased train capacity
highlighted by newly elected Deputy 

Speaking on Wicklow transport and commuting issues raised in his first parliamentary question to Taoiseach Micheal
Martin in Dail Eireann, Deputy Edward Timmins stated that considerable cuts to funding of National roads in recent
years has negatively impacted Wicklow.

"The N81 is  one of
the most  dangerous
roads in the country as
noted in  several  s tu-
dies including Gamma

Location Intelligence on
collision rates. The N81
is  the only nat ional  
road out of Dublin that
has never been upgrad-

ed. A preferred upgrade
route previously chosen,
was shelved in  2018.
This needs to be put into
our National Develop-

ment Plan," said Deputy
Timmins. 

Deputy Timmins con-
tinued: "Traffic gridlock
on the N11 has become a

daily commuting night-
mare. Despite Wicklow's
9% population growth,
the N11/M11 Junction 
4 to Junction 14 Improv-

Signalling modernised along 120km of track 

NTA opens public consultation on proposed service
enhancements between Glendalough and Bray

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has today opened a public consultation on proposed
service enhancements between Glendalough and Bray. This consultation seeks feedback from
the public on proposed enhancements designed to improve service levels in the area.

The consultation will
run for four weeks and
will close at 5pm on
Friday, 7th of February.
The proposed upgrades
between Glendalough and
Bray focus on improving

access to public transport
for the local communities
and visitors by providing
more frequent services.

Under the proposals,
the NTA aims to intro-
duce a new seven-day

week service between
Glendalough and Bray,
providing connections 
to Laragh, Annamoe,
Roundwood and
Kilmacanogue.

The proposed service

will provide five return
journeys a day from
Monday to Friday, offer-
ing greater connections
regional and DART rail
services at Bray (Daly)
Rail Station.

Sustainable mobility company Alstom has successfully completed the
installation of the European Train Control System (ETCS) Level 1 on
the Dundalk to Greystones route, marking a significant milestone in
Ireland's rail modernisation. 

Spanning approxim-
ately 120km, this system
overlay integrates new
safety features and
enhanced interoperability

The new services will
connect seamlessly with
the TFI Go app, enabling
convenient journey plan-
ning and cashless pay-
ments are available
through the Leap Card
Scheme. Free Travel
Passes will also be valid
on eligible routes. 

Furthermore, the NTA

is focused on introducing
modern, accessible vehi-
cles and enhancing bus
stops to provide greater
comfort and accessibility
for all passengers.

Getting the communi-
ty involved is  key to
shaping these changes,
and the NTA is encour-
aging residents along the

corridor to share their
thoughts. 

To review the propos-
als and submit your feed-
back, visit: https://con-
sult.nationaltransport.ie/

These proposed enh-
ancements are part  of
the Connecting Ireland
Rural Mobility Plan, a
national initiative aimed

at strengthening rural
public transport as part
of  the Transport  for
Ireland Network (TFI).
The plan,  which is
developed and funded by
the National Transport
Authori ty,  is  a l igned
with the goals of Project
Ireland 2040 and the
Climate Action Plan.

ement Scheme has been
on hold since 2022. The
project  s t i l l  has not  
progressed to Phase 3.
I’m confident with our
new Programme for
Government and positive
solutions that  we can
reverse this."

Deputy Timmins
added: "The reliability
of DART and Wicklow
Rail has declined in the
last three years leading
to more car usage and
delays for  example
Greystones Journey time
has increased by 15%
over 20 years, while the
distance has stayed the
same.  When the f i rs t
dai ly  Rosslare  Train
reaches Wicklow Town,
i t  is  a lmost  ful l .

Wicklow passengers are
often left standing for
their entire journey to
Dublin in just four car-
riages. More frequency
and increased capacity
are needed for Wicklow
Commuters."

Deputy Timmins con-
cluded:  "The Prog-
ramme for Government
commits  to  increase
funding for new roads,
and to  develop and
enhance Rail services. I
have implored the
Taoiseach to  ensure
funding will be released
for  these projects  in
Wicklow and wil l  be
keeping the needs of
Wicklow commuters on
top of  the pol i t ical  
agenda." 

Irish Rail signalling equipment.

across the entire Dublin
Area Rapid Transit
(DART) commuter net-
work and beyond, from
Dundalk in the north to
Greystones in the south.

The project, which has
supported more than 50
roles globally - from the
design stage in early 2022
to site testing in late 2024
- represents one of
Europe’s largest Level 
1 ETCS installations.
Delivered in partnership
with Iarnrod Eireann
(Irish Rail), this achieve-
ment reinforces Alstom's
commitment to delivering
reliable, efficient and safe
rail solutions that are tai-
lored to Ireland's needs.

"The completion of the
Dundalk to Greystones
ETCS Level 1 project is a
testament to our technical
expertise and commit-
ment to enhancing rail
safety and efficiency in
Ireland. This landmark
achievement lays the
foundation for the future
of Irish rail, ensuring
safer, smarter and greener
transport for passeng-
ers," said Piers Wood,
Managing Director for
Ireland at Alstom.

He added: "Our teams
have worked tirelessly to
deliver this milestone, and
we are all proud to sup-
port Ireland's journey
towards a modernised,
sustainable rail network." 

Central to the railway's
digital future, ETCS is a
train control standard,
based on in-cab equip-
ment that is able to super-
vise train movements,
including stopping the
train. Information is
received from balises in

between the rails, of
which more than 1,200
were installed as part 
of the work between
Dundalk and Greystones. 

Equipment - including
337 signals - was provid-
ed from Alstom's global-
ly-proven trackside port-
folio, with more than 450
Micro-Coder lineside
electronic units (LEUs)
overlayed on legacy
equipment to provide
enhanced safety and min-
imise disruption.

All equipment was
configured, installed and
tested in one year between
October 2024 and
November 2024. An IE
22000 Class - 22001 - was
fitted out as the trial train.
Safety was paramount
throughout and the project
completed without a lost
time incident (LTI). This
transformational project 
is currently undergoing
safety approvals with
Iarnród éireann and the
Commission for Railway
Regulation. Once opera-
tional, it will support the
introduction of Ireland's
next-generation fleet for
the DART+ network.

Alstom has a ten-year
framework agreement
with Irish Rail for up to
750 new commuter rail
cars as part of the DART+
programme, with firm
orders for 37 five-car
X'trapolis trains (includ-
ing a 15-year support ser-
vices contract).

Currently being manu-
factured at Alstom's
Chorzow facility near
Katowice in Poland, 31 of
the ordered trains are
Battery Electric Multiple
Units (BEMUs) - a first

for Ireland - while six are
Electric Multiple Units
(EMUs). The first train
from the fleet arrived 
in Dublin in November
2024, where it is undergo-
ing testing before entering
service next year.

DART+ is the transfor-
mative programme that
will ensure train travel is
at the heart of Ireland's
sustainable transport net-
work. Funded under the

National Development
Plan by the National
Transport Authority,
DART+ is an investment
that will double the capac-
ity and treble the electrifi-
cation of the Greater
Dublin network - Ireland's
most populous suburban
area - facilitating sustain-
able mobility and develop-
ment to enhance quality of
life in the capital and its
surrounding counties.
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David and Majella Dillon at the Tinahely GAA & LGFA Dinner Dance
in the Amber Springs, Gorey.  

'A dereliction of duty' 
'Government has questions to answer as suspect of multiple
stabbings previously charged of breaking immigration law' 

Aontu Leader and Meath West TD Peadar Tóibín has stated that the Government has serious questions to answer as
to the immigration status of Gabriel Fereiera Motta Valladres, the man charged with the multiple stabbings in
Stoneybatter on Sunday 9th February. 

Deputy Tóibín stated:
"It was reported in the
Irish Daily Star  in
October 2023 that that
Gabriel Fereiera Motta
Valladres,  the suspect
charged with the stab-
bing of three people in
Stoneybatter in Dublin
overstayed an expired
visa and was charged
with an offence contrary
to the Immigration Act.
I t ' s  incredible but
Gabriel Fereiera Motta
Valladres, like thousands
of others who break our
immigration law, never
left the country. This is a
very serious issue. Aontu
has been raising this
issue for more than two
years now. Thousands of
people who fail the asy-
lum application process,
receive deportat ion

notices, but only a tiny
fraction of these notices
are enforced. The gov-
ernment cannot confirm
as to how many actually
leave the country. 

"The Government
don't know where these
people are.  This  is
incredible. Here we learn
that the suspect of multi-
ple knife at tacks was
supposed to leave the
country but didnít. If the
government did their job
right, it appears Gabriel
Fereiera Motta Valladres
would not  be in the
country at all.

"Justice Minister Jim
OíCallaghan had stated
firstly that the suspect
was 'unknown' to Gardai.
He then stated that there
was a minor interaction
between the suspect and

Gardai before. However
this is not true. On top of
the charge for noncom-
pliance of Immigration
law, it is also reported
that  the suspect  was
accused of possession of

€6,500 of drugs for sale
or supply in 2023.  

"We do have a respon-
sibility to try and help
those who are f leeing
famine or war. However
ever we have no respon-
sibility to provide asy-
lum to those f leeing
peaceful countries. We
have no responsibility to
provide residence to peo-
ple who are involved in
crime. It appears that the
man charged with the
mult iple stabbings in
Stoneybatter should not
have been in Ireland if
this government did its
job. This dereliction of
duty by the government
is  needlessly putt ing
Irish citizens at risk. The
government has ques-
t ions to answer.  Was
Gabriel Fereiera Motta

Valladres illegally resid-
ing in the country? Did
he receive a deportation
order? Why was it not
enforced? How many
people have overstayed
expired visas and are
still resident in Ireland
despite having received a
deportation order." 

Local Wicklow Aontu
advocate Ciaran Hogan
added "We have long
advocated for a stricter
immigration system to
plug the gaps left  by
incompetent Ministers
who oversaw a system
without rules or conse-
quences. Overstaying a
visa or any other act in
contravention of  the
Immigrat ion Act is
breaking the law, and it
must be enforced with-
out fear or favour."

Wicklow Aontu rep,
Ciaran Hogan 

‘NO DOGS ALLOWED’ 
Continued from page 1 

database for all dogs and the
person responsible for the
dog," he said. "Implementing
stronger legislation and sanc-
tions reflective of the damage
and trauma these dogs cause on
farms has been key to our cam-
paign and would be a signifi-
cant step in delivering for
farmers," the IFA Sheep Chair
said. Increased resources as
recommended in the Working
Group of Control of Dogs
report is vital in order for own-
ers of dogs found worrying
livestock to be sanctioned with
significant on the spot fines
while providing stronger pow-
ers of enforcement for dog
wardens and Gardai particular-
ly at a time when a dog owner
is liable for damages associat-
ed to an attack on livestock.
Wicklow IFA Chair Tom Byrne
said it's a critical time of the
year as lambing commences
and has warned dog owners
that dogs are not allowed on or

near farmland and to behave in
a responsible way and adhere
to this. "It is also important to
remind dog owners that they
are fully liable for any dam-
ages caused to farmers and
their livestock and dogs found
on our lands can be shot," he
said. Also speaking at last
week's Wicklow County
Council meeting, Cllr Stephen
Stokes said "Legislation needs
to be amended in this area.
Because my understanding is
that it says dogs should be
under effective control. Now,
that can mean a lot of things to
a lot of people. I personally
believe that it needs to be
amended to say dogs need to
be under 'complete control',
which means that they are on a
leash at all times. There are
some breeds that have no recall
if they get off the lead. That
has to be considered. I also
believe the legislation needs to
be enforced that is currently in
place. And something I have
been saying for some time is

the need for more dog parks. A
lot of owners do want to let
dogs off leash so they can have
a run around, and dog parks are
the solution to that. I think we
need to be getting to a situation
where we have a dog park in
every town and village with
over a thousand people."
Director of Services Michael
Nicholson said "We did agree
to support the IFA and we do
support the IFA. It is appalling
what happens every year dur-
ing lambing season, and we
will do everything we can."  

The IFA say the following
are the measures needed 

to tackle the issue:

1. A single National
Database for all dogs correlat-
ing licensing and microchip-
ping and identifying the person
responsible for the dog, but at
a minimum alignment of the
existing licensing and
microchipping records to one
central access point.

2. Full enforcement of
microchipping and licensing
obligations of dog owners for
all dogs.

3. Stronger powers of
enforcement for dog wardens
and Gardaí and clarity on
these powers.

4. Increased on the spot
fines for failing to comply with
the microchipping and licens-
ing requirements.

5. Increased sanctions and
on the spot fines for failing to
have the dog under control.

6. Significant on the spot
fines for dogs found worrying
livestock.

7. Legal requirement for
dogs to be microchipped and
licensed and identified on the
NVPS (National Veterinary
Prescribing System) prior to
any veterinary treatment or
prescribing of medicines by
veterinary practitioners.

8. Authority to apply the leg-
islative obligations to dogs in
border regions owned by per-
sons not resident in the State.

IFA members launching the 2025 ‘No Dogs Allowed’ campaign in Newcastle 



Tuesday 18th February 2025Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

10 NEWS

16 historic buildings in Wicklow to
receive over €170,000 in grant funding
Funding will support the repair and restoration of older buildings with complex needs

Minister of State for Nature, Heritage, and Biodiversity, Christopher O'Sullivan TD, has announced the list of over 650 projects to be awarded
funding under the Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS) 2025, with €170,635 going to 16 projects in Wicklow.

Wicklow County Council Total:
€170,635.00

• St John's Church, Manor Kilbride, 
Cloughleadh, Other works: €9,000.00

• The Parochial Hall, Kevin Street, Tinahely, 
ACA Exterior door: €1,500.00

• Darraghville, Kilcoole, External walls: 
€15,000.00

• Market Square, Dunlavin, External walls: 
€520.00

• Knocknadruce, Valleymount, Roof:
€15,000.00

• St Patrick's Church Barranisky West, 
Arklow, Roof: €10,000.00

• Old Bolting Mill, The Millhouse, NTMK, 
Consolidation: €1,000.00

• Nun's Cross Church, Ashford, External 
walls and roof: €39,000.00

• Vevay Road, Bray, Roof: €18,000.00
• Park Clogga, Arklow, External walls:

€4,370.00
• Dawn Cottage, Ballinahinch, Roof: €8,000.00
• St Matthew's Church, Roof: €5,245.00
• Newcastle Church, External walls and roof:

€21,000.00
• Aster Hollow, Kilballyowen, Aughrim, Roof:

€8,000.00
• Kilcroney House, Kilcroney Lane, Bray, 

Roof: €5,000.00
• Massey Cottage, Killarney Road, Bray, 

Roof repairs (thatch and slate), windows:
€10,000.00

The scheme supports
property owners to con-
serve and enhance our 
historic buildings and
streetscapes, and at the
same time preserve and
develop traditional building
skills. This year's grants

will be used to repair,
restore, and protect historic
structures from modest tra-
ditional homes to landmark
public buildings. 

In addition to the fund-
ing provided under BHIS,
owners and custodians will

themselves commit an esti-
mated €29.5m to these
projects from private
sources, marking this as a
very significant investment
in our built heritage and the
traditional building skills
which support it. 

€1.25m of the €8.1m in
total funding will be allo-
cated to thatched buildings.
This consists of €600,000
from the dedicated Historic
Thatched Buildings stream,
and an additional €650,000
awarded from the main
stream of the BHIS. A total
of €5,000 in thatch funding

will be awarded to
Wicklow.

Minister O'Sullivan said,
"In keeping with the com-
mitment outlined in our
newly ratified Programme
for Gover-nment to cherish
and protect our heritage as
a vital national asset, I am
pleased to announce today
the projects which will
receive funding under this
year’s Built Heritage
Investment Scheme.

"Ireland's built heritage
is a national asset which
enriches our countryside,
villages, towns, and cities.

In maintaining and caring
for our historic buildings,
owners and custodians per-
form a valuable public ser-
vice, and I am delighted to
be able to support their
efforts. 

"Alongside related ini-
tiatives such as the
Historic Structures Fund,
Community Monuments
Fund, and the THRIVE
scheme, this vital funding
will help to ensure the
survival of Ireland’s
shared architectural inher-
itance for future genera-
tions."

Minister for Housing,
Local Government, and
Heritage, James Browne
TD, said: "I am proud of
the part the BHIS plays in
protecting and enhancing
the historic fabric and
character of our street-
scapes and countryside.
When combined with
existing and new initia-
tives to revitalise our
town centres and bring
vacant and derelict prop-
erties back into use, the
BHIS and other conserva-
tion schemes will help
ensure that our historic
buildings can continue to
serve as fine homes at the
heart of our communities
for many years to come."

Minister of State for
Local Government and
Planning, John Cummins
TD, said "This funding
from Government will
greatly assist with protect-
ing historic buildings
which contribute to a
community’s sense of
identity, often forming the
heart of a city or town.
This year's grants will 
be used to repair, restore,
and protect historic struc-
tures from modest tradi-
tional homes to landmarkMarket Square, Dunlavin. 

public buildings. 
"Guided and support-

ed by Architectural
Conservation Officers
and other local authority
staff around the country,
these projects will  
greatly enhance the vital-
ity and amenity of our

street-scapes."
Subject to funding,

both the Built Heritage
Investment Scheme and
the Historic Thatched
Buildings Scheme will be
open to new applications
this July for projects for
completion next year.Newcastle Church. 

Wicklow Pride set date
for 2025 Festival

This year's Wicklow Pride Parade will be taking place on Saturday the 5th of July, the
Wicklow Pride committee has announced. 

Starting from Abbey St. car park,
they will be marching through the
streets of Wicklow Town and will be
joined by performers, community
organisations, and LGBTQ+ mem-
bers and local supporters. 

In a statement, the Pride commit-
tee said "We ask the community to
line the streets and wave their pride
flags to help us celebrate. Do you
want to walk the parade with us?
Keep an eye on our website and reg-
ister your business when the form
goes live. https://www.wicklow-
pride.com/support-us."  

Pride at the Castle

"After a day of marching through
the town with pride, join us at the
Black Castle for an afternoon of fun
and celebration. Featuring music,
stalls, food, family fun and entertain-
ment from a variety of speakers and
performers. This event is free entry.
Sensory-friendly zones available." 

The Festival

"Leading up to the parade, we are
offering a huge variety of electrifying
entertainment, drag events and com-
munity activities taking place all
across Wicklow. With something for
everyone, this festival is guaranteed
to be an engaging and fun-filled week

to prepare for the annual Pride
Parade." 

Events taking place over the week
of festivities include:
• Dip & Sip
• Coffee Morning
• Comedy Night
• Wine & Art Night
• Workshops
• Book Event
• Live entertainment 

"We are so excited to be hosting
another unforgettable celebration of
love, pride and acceptance, as well as
promoting visibility, education and
fostering a stronger, more inclusive
community. We look forward to hap-

pily celebrating and promoting pride
with our community.

Chairperson Patrick Bracken says
"Wicklow Pride 2025 will be another
vibrant celebration óa true reflection
of love, inclusivity, and community
spirit in the heart of Wicklow Town,
for all of Wicklow. But we can’t do it
alone. Every donation and sponsor-
ship helps us create a safe, joyous,
and empowering event for all. Join us
in making this Pride another, unfor-
gettable event!"

For more information, to 
donate, for sponsorship opportunities
or volunteer sign-ups, visit https://
www.wicklowpride.com/

Ashleigh Tobin with Sharon Smith at the opening of Sharon's exhibition 'The in_Visibility
Project' in Wicklow Town Library. 
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Catherine Kinsella, Sarah Sheppard and Emma Kinsella at the Tinahely GAA & LGFA Dinner Dance in the Amber
Springs, Gorey. 

Timmins proposes
‘American Presidents Trail’

Edward Timins TD. 

Wicklow's newest TD, Deputy Edward Timmins (FG), has proposed the establishment of an 'American Presidents Trail' during a comprehen-
sive speech in Dail Eireann last week. 

Speaking ahead of eight Ministerial
visits to the United States next month for
St. Patrick's Day, and directly after his
Dail contribution, Deputy Timmins out-
lined his new proposal: "I proposed
something totally different in the Dail
Chamber this week. I believe it's time to
develop an 'American Presidents Trail'
here in Ireland which links all the ances-
tral homes of US Presidents.

"The EPIC, Irish Emigration Museum
website catalogs how 23 US Presidents
boast Irish heritage. I believe such a

website, and indeed a future ëPresidents
Trail’ could be showcased in the US to
boost tourism here in Ireland. 

"My proposal would include the
development of a cultural centre dedicat-
ed to the Irish contribution to the US
from Presidents to Politics and indeed
more generally. As documented in the
book 'JFK in Ireland' written by Irish
broadcaster Ryan Tubridy, President
John F. Kennedy who travelled to this
country just five months before his
assassination, told his closest and most

trusted aides, that it was ëthe best’ four
days of his entire life."

Regarding the wider impact of an
'American Presidents Trail' in Ireland,
Deputy Edward Timmins concluded: "I
strongly believe my proposal for an
'American Presidents Trail' could be a
hugely positive North-South project.
Half of US presidents have Irish ances-
try. This could be a massive attraction
for US visitors, especially those with
Irish links and could be comparable to
the Wild Atlantic Way. 

"As President Obama told Irish peo-
ple during his address in Dublin: 'Never
has a nation so small inspired so much
in another'. It's time for ambition and
more creative, actionable, innovative
ideas to bolster US tourism here in
Ireland. As a new TD, I am eager to
bring my ideas to the Dail Chamber and
will be following up with my colleague,
the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts,
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media Minister
Patrick O'Donovan. I am excited about
what we can achieve."  

Public reps vent frustrations with BusConnects 
Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore has met with Dublin Bus to
raise the concerns of her constituents with the new BusConnects ser-
vices.

"Following on from my
meeting with Go Ahead
last week, I met with
Dublin Bus representatives
today to raise issues that
people in Wicklow have
experience with the E1 and
the Xpresso routes, the X1
and X2," Deputy
Whitmore stated, "such 
as delayed services,
increased journey times,
and overcrowding.

"The first couple of days
of the BusConnects rollout
saw delays and some over-
crowding on some Dublin
Bus services. In response,
they have put in place
measures to deal with these
issues, including the place-
ment of supervisors at key
bus stops each morning to

monitor passenger num-
bers and try to avoid bus
bunching as much as pos-
sible.  

"I also raised issues that
people brought to me
about the Bray L14 bus
terminus at Deepdales and
the one at Raverty Villas. I
told them about idling bus
engines, issues with visi-
bilty for drivers and con-
gestion during school pick-
up times. They've told me
they'll take this away to
their Road Consultants
Engineer and come back to
me, which is promising. 

"Regarding the Xpresso
buses, the X1 and X2,
we've heard from many
people that the X2's current
route, including the trip to

the LUAS and rerouting
around the city centre,
does not meet the expecta-
tions of an Xpresso ser-
vice. Dublin Bus did speak
to the importance of the
'day-time' 84X departures,
that served students and
ordinary commuters, and
which are no longer avail-
able under BusConnects.
The NTA is responsible for
setting bus routes, so my
office will set up a meeting
with them to discuss these
issues further and to push
for the reinstatement of
daytime Xpresso services.

"The purpose of
BusConnects is to encour-
age people to leave the car
at home and use public
transport where possible.

This is not feasible without
a reliable and efficient sys-
tem that has the trust of its
users. I will continue to
represent you to bus
providers, and I will issue
a statement after my meet-
ing with the NTA. Please
continue to write to me
with your experience on
the new bus services - your
feedback is invaluable,"
Deputy Whitmore con-
cluded.

At last week's meeting
of Wicklow County
Council, several council-
lors also voiced strong crit-
icisms of the new service. 

The new BusConnects
service in North Wicklow
"is just not delivering as it
had promised", Cllr
Melanie Corrigan said.
"The term 'ghost buses' is
being heard more and
more. Buses are just are

not turning up. We had the
NTA in here not too long
ago and we were promised
great things but it is just
not happening. I would
like the Council to write to
them and say they need to
take this up, the delivery of
the service is not there, and
children have been left not
being able to go to school.
It's actually gotten worse
instead of better since the
new service has come in,
so I would like that
addressed and if a letter
could be sent by the
Council." 

Cllr Joe Behan agreed,
saying "One of the ridicu-
lously mad things they
have done in Bray is they
have put a bus terminus
outside a row of houses in
Palermo where people
can't get up and down the
road past the terminus.

This was obviously passed
and consulted with staff of
this Council, and I think it
is going to have to be re-
examined." 

Greystones Green Party
councillor Lourda Scott
said "The BusConnects
roll out is nothing short 
of disastrous in the
Greystones, Kilcoole and
Newcastle areas. One spe-
cific thing I wanted to
highlight to the Council is
the issue of the L3 termi-
nus on Chapel Road. That
is causing a great deal of

disruption to traffic trying
to get past in the morning.
Could it be flagged by the
Council to the NTA to look
at moving that terminus
elsewhere? If it is going to
stay there will that stay
there when works are
going to happen on Chapel
Road? In general the roll
out has been nothing short
of abysmal. The booklet
was supposed to be sent
out in advance of the local
council but it came about a
week or ten days late, the
page in particular in rela-

tion to my own area was
virtually impossible to read
the print was so small - it
wasn't accessibility friend-
ly, let alone for people with
additional needs to look at. 

"I would ask that 
our concerns about Bus-
Connects be addressed
within the next month 
or so. I would suggest
inviting the NTA back here
as a matter of urgency so
members can raise our
concerns face-to-face with
BusConnects and provide
direct feedback."



Tuesday 18th February 2025Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

12 NEWS

Free conversational English classes helping local communities
Bray & North Wicklow Area Partnership (BNWAP) is offering free Fáilte Isteach
Conversational English classes to support migrants and non-native English speakers in our
community. These friendly, volunteer-led classes provide a welcoming environment where
learners can improve their English skills, build confidence, and connect with others in a
relaxed and informal setting.

The Fáilte Isteach pro-
gramme is designed for
people of all levels of
English proficiency, from
beginners to those look-
ing to refine their conver-
sational skills. Classes
are held weekly at vari-
ous locations across Bray
and North Wicklow,
ensuring accessibility for
as many learners as pos-
sible.

"These classes are
more than just language
lessons; they are a gate-
way to inclusion, helping
people to integrate into
the local community,
access services, and build
meaningful relation-
ships," 

said Lorna Lafferty of

BNWAP who runs the
programme. 

"We are immensely
grateful to our dedicated
volunteers who make this
programme possible."

Fáilte Isteach is a
national initiative devel-
oped by Third Age
Ireland and has been suc-
cessfully running across
the country for many
years. In Bray and North
Wicklow, the programme
continues to grow, wel-
coming new learners and
volunteers alike.

Classes are runn-
ing at the following loca-
tions/days/times:
• Ukrainian Community
Centre, Quinsborough
Road, Bray, A98 NX24. 

Monday and Thursday
afternoons 2-4PM
• St.  Peter 's Parish
Centre, Bray A98 YD81 
Wednesday evenings, 7-
9pm
• County Wicklow Lawn
Tennis Club, Bray, A98
KP57, Thursday morn-
ings 09.30hrs-11.30am 

Greystones Family
Resource Centre (2nd
Floor),  Unit 2,
Charlesland Centre,
Greystones A63 AK52 

Tuesday mornings,
9.30-11.30am

You must be living in
Bray or North Wicklow
to attend. Please register
in advance. Anyone inter-
ested in joining the class-
es, or volunteering to

help deliver them, can
visit www.brayandnorth-
wicklowareapartnership.i
e for more information or
call Lorna on (01) 286
8266 to find out more or
register.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

This programme is
resourced through the
Social Inclusion and
Community Activation
Programme (SICAP)
which is co-funded by 
the Irish Government,
through the Department
of Rural and Comm-
unity Development, and 
the European Social 
Fund Plus under the
Employment, Inclusion,
Skills and Training
(EIST) Programme 2021
-2027. Failste Isteach’s free conversational English classes.  

€63.84m to accelerate commercialisation of research
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, James
Lawless TD, has announced a multi-annual ‘Accelerating Research to
Commercialisation’ (ARC) Hub investment programme to fast-track the commercial
potential of scientific research across Ireland. 

The new programme estab-
l ishes two new Research
Ireland ARC Hubs - the ARC
Hub for Therapeutics and the
ARC Hub for ICT. With fund-
ing from the European
Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) and the Government
of Ireland, the two hubs have
been awarded a combined bud-
get of €63.84 million.  

Speaking at the announce-
ment, Minister Lawless said:
“The Research Ireland ARC
Hubs for Therapeutics and ICT
represent  a  new model  for
regional  innovation and
entrepreneurial training that
will catalyse a step-change in
the translation of cutting-edge,
publicly-funded research
towards impact at a regional
level .  The ARC Hubs wil l
enhance and accelerate the
commercialisation of research
to create new products, pro-
cesses and services.” 

Welcoming the announce-

ment,  Research Ireland’s
Interim CEO, Celine
Fitzgerald, commented: “The
Research Ireland ARC Hub
Programme is a game-changer
in terms of driving regional
development through commer-
cialisation of research. The
two ARC Hubs unveiled today
- Therapeutics and ICT respec-
tively - will create regional
entrep-reneurial ecosystems in
two critically important sectors
for  the Ir ish economy.
Accelerating the overall jour-
ney to impact will be achieved
by enabling researchers with
novel ideas to become future
entrepreneurs, with the Hubs
providing an integrated
approach to research funding,
entrepreneurial training and
access to networks and sup-
ports.” 

The ARC Hubs are co-fund-
ed by the Government of
Ireland and the European
Union through the Southern,

Eastern and Midland Regional
Pro-gramme 2021-2027, one
of two ERDF programmes in
Ireland. The ERDF aims to
promote economic, social and
territorial cohesion across all
European regions.  

Maciej  Berestecki ,  Eur-
opean Commission Spok-
esperson, commented: “The
European Commission wel-
comes this strategic invest-
ment to be co-funded by 
the European Regional
Development Fund. The ARC
Hubs offer  an integrated
approach which will not only
accelerate the commercialisa-
t ion of  research but  also
improve regional competitive-
ness. By embedding entrep-
reneurial approaches into the
research and innovation
ecosystem, groundbreaking
ideas can be developed and
lead to tangible economic and
societal benefits for all regions
across Ireland.”

Pictured at the announcement in Research Ireland were (left-right): Prof. Sarah Jane Delany, TU Dublin, and
Lead of the ARC Hub for ICT; James Lawless TD, Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research,
Innovation and Science; Celine Fitzgerald, Interim CEO, Research Ireland; and Prof. Vincent Kelly, Trinity
College Dublin, and Lead of ARC Hub for Therapeutics. Picture Jason Clarke Photography.
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Kildare and Wicklow ETB School leaders Bosco Guinan, Deputy Principal Col·iste Chill Mhantain,
Emma Fox Deputy Principal Baltinglass Scoil Chonglais, Joy Coleman Deputy Principal Piper's
Hill College and Ken Scully Director of Schools at the ETBI Principals and Deputy Principals con-
ference in the Slieve Russel Hotel, Cavan. During the two-day conference, delegates listened to
keynotes delivered by broadcaster and mental health advocate Brent Pope, President of the GAA
Jarlath Burns and a panel discussion on Senior Cycle Reform. Further information about the ETBI
Principals and Deputy Principals Conference. 

Innovative MMC
skills pathway

portfolio launched
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science James Lawless
TD has launched the Modern Methods of Construction (MMC) Skills Pathway Portfolio at the
National Construction Training Campus (NCTC) at Mount Lucas, Co Offaly.

The MMC Skills Pathway
Portfolio includes accredited
courses, flexible online learning
options, and a pipeline of new
qualifications. These courses will
help ensure that Ireland's work-
force has the skills needed to meet
our future targets under Housing
for All.

Speaking at Mount Lucas,
Minister Lawless said: "I am
delighted to launch the Modern
Methods of Construction (MMC)
Skills Pathway Portfolio here at the
National Construction Training
Campus in Mount Lucas. This ini-
tiative will play a vital role in
equipping the construction work-
force with the skills needed to
drive innovation and meet Ireland's
Housing for All, National
Development Plan and Climate
Action Plan targets.

"I wish to express my thanks to
LOETB for showing leadership in
innovative MMC  training and

skills development, particularly
through the National Construction
Training Campus at Mount Lucas."

LOETB, through the NCTC at
Mount Lucas, is leading MMC
training and skills development in
Ireland. Joe Cunningham, Chief
Executive of LOETB, said: "We
are delighted to welcome Minister
James Lawless to the National
Construction Training Campus as
LOETB continues to set the pace
for the transition to Modern
Methods of Construction.

"The suite of programmes being
launched today is further evidence
of our commitment to leading the
FET sector’s green and digital con-
struction agenda and I want to
acknowledge the support of indus-
try, public sector, and educational
partners in their development. The
programmes specifically respond
to skills gaps in the sector and
enhance our capacity to meet
national climate action targets."

Increased adoption of Modern
Methods of Construction (MMC)
is central to the Government’s
strategy for driving innovation and
enhancing productivity in housing
delivery.

The Department is collaborating
with sectoral partners such as
LOETB to develop the necessary
skills to meet future residential
construction and retrofitting tar-
gets. The widespread use of
Modern Methods of Construction
(MMC) is expected to reduce the
demand for workers in the con-
struction sector.

An updated report on skills for
residential construction and
retrofitting, published in October
2024, estimates that with greater
MMC adoption, the sector will
need 10,000 fewer new entrants. In
this case, Ireland will require
around 69,000 new workers instead
of 79,000 if traditional building
methods continue to be used.

Increased levels of research and innovation activity in Higher Education 

This key statistical
report shows that expen-
diture on research and 
innovation activity in the
higher education sector

increased by 15% in the
two years since the last
survey, reaching €854
million in 2022. 

Minister Lawless said:

"I am delighted to
announce today's results.
It is a reflection of the
invaluable work being
done by the higher educa-

tion research community.
It also underscores our
shared ambition, as out-
lined in our national strat-
egy for research and inno-
vation, Impact 2030, to
ensure that Ireland’s col-
lective investment in
research and innovation

makes as big a difference
to as many people as pos-
sible."

Researchers active in
the sector stood at 25,360
in 2022, a 10.5% increase
on 2020. The proportion
of female researchers has
steadily increased over

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation
and Science James Lawless TD has welcomed the publication of the
Higher Education Research and Development Survey 2022-23. 

82% of primary school-aged children have
unsupervised access to smart devices 

Calls for Government to introduce a mandatory online safety programme
82% of young children (8-12 year olds) are allowed to use phones and other smart devices unsupervised in their bed-
rooms, according to new research published today by Ireland's online safety charity, CyberSafeKids. The findings -
from a survey of over 2,000 primary school children - highlight a significant lack of parental engagement in monitor-
ing online activities and a troubling lack of awareness of digital safety risks. 

To mark Safer  Internet  Day,
CyberSafeKids has launched its fourth
'Same Rules Apply' awareness campaign in
order to empower parents with essential
knowledge for safeguarding their children
online. 

A notable 28% of the children reported
that they could go online whenever they
wanted. This level of access for such young
children raises concerns about the potential
exposure to harmful content and excessive
screen time, as half (50%) of the children
surveyed acknowledged that they spend too
much time online. 

The survey reveals an alarming lack of
parental oversight: only 35% of children
said their parents or caregivers can see
what they are doing online. The fact that
the vast majority (82%) have unsupervised
access to smart devices in their bedrooms
increases their risk of being exposed to
inappropriate sexual or violent content or
contact from strangers. It also decreases
the possibility of them telling a trusted
adult if something goes wrong as they
probably weren't supposed to be online at
the time. 

Of those children (32%) who've been
bothered or upset by something they've
experienced online in the last year, only
half spoke to a parent or trusted adult,
which suggests that many children may not

feel comfortable seeking help or discussing
their online experiences. Worryingly 16%
of young children have also seen some-
thing online that they wouldn’t want their
parents to know about in the last year. 

The research indicates a gap in parental
communication about online safety. Over a
third (36%) of children stated they had not
talked to their parents at all in the past year
about how to stay safe online and 18%
reported never having such conversations.
This lack of parental guidance can leave
children ill-equipped and highly vulnerable
to potential risks online.

Alex Cooney, CEO of CyberSafeKids,
said "We've long seen a trend in our survey
data highlighting a disconnect between chil-
dren and their parents about what children
are doing online. We urgently need to pro-
vide better support to parents so they feel
more confident about engaging with their
children about their online activity, setting
limits around use and access, using parental
controls and even holding off on giving
children devices or access to social media,
if they feel their child is not ready. There is
too much social pressure for children to be
online and in many cases it’s before they
are ready. Our Same Rules Apply campaign
seeks to support parents in approaching
children's online lives with the same care
and supervision that we apply to their

offline lives. It's not all on parents, howev-
er, Big Tech needs to be compelled to create
safer online spaces for children too."

Dr.  David Coleman,  Clinical
Psychologist, added "Put simply, we par-
ents need to be more involved in our chil-
dren's online lives. The fact that primary
school-aged children affected by distress-
ing content or interactions online are
choosing not to discuss these experiences
with a parent or trusted adult is concerning.
Parents need to facilitate that open discus-
sion with children about their online lives.
If we allow children online, at this age,
then they need to be supervised and should
never have unrestricted access. Keeping
children safe online is as important as
keeping them safe offline."

CyberSafeKids is  asking the newly
formed Government for  fundamental
changes to keep children safer online,
including the introduction of a mandatory
online safety education programme in
schools so that the conversation at home
around risks and opportunities online is
supported in schools and vice versa.  It is
also calling on the major platform owners
and social media companies to engage
more robustly in taking action to prevent
the damage that is being done on their net-
works, and to prioritise the protection of
children over maximising profitability.

the last decade, with
Ireland ranking 7th out of
31 OECD countries on
this indicator. In 2022
direct competitive nation-
al funding of research and
innovation activity under-
taken in the higher educa-
tion institutions accounted
for over half of the total,
while indirect funding
such as core funding to
the institutions, accounted
for nearly one fifth.

Minister Lawless
added: "I look forward to
continuing to work with

all stakeholders to ensure
that research and innova-
tion lie at the heart of
Ireland's response to the
challenges that we collec-
tively face."

The HERD Survey is a
national statistical report-
ing requirement of the
European Commission.  It
is carried out in accor-
dance with the OECD
Frascati Manual 2015
which is the international-
ly recognised methodolo-
gy for collecting and
reporting these statistics.

In 2022, direct compet-
itive national funding of
research and innovation
activity undertaken in the
higher education institu-
tions accounted for 51%
of the total; while indirect
funding such as core
funding to the institutions,
was 19%. 16.5% of total
funding was awarded by
European Union sources,
demonstrating the quality
and relevance of the work
being undertaken by the
higher education res-
earch community.
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Wicklow-based climate
action art project brings

fun to sustainability
The PlanIt Play project is a collaboration between art and science with the aim of seeking some solutions around mak-
ing toys more environmentally friendly while having fun. The PlanIt Play book launch took place Mermaid Arts
Centre on February 15th. 

The project team are
artists Siobhán Enright
and Michael Durand, and
environmental scientist
Janet McKennedy. Tog-
ether they hosted a series
of educational and fun
workshops through the
Wicklow Library service
to consider how we can
move to a circular toy
economy. 

In total 20 workshops
were held, in 10 Wicklow
libraries, with approxi-
mately 300 participants.
The participants were
invited to come to a
workshop to design and
make their own superhero
toy from old and broken
toys, learn about the cir-
cular economy and co-
create a Manifesto for
Change. Janet McKennedy
said “We talked about the
circular economy and
asked the participants to
contribute their ideas to
co-create a manifesto for
change to the toy industry,
while everyone was mak-
ing their own toy, it was
great fun and people had
lots to say”. 

Speaking about a
workshop he attended
Dave Eluk, Parent and
Secondary School Tea-
cher said “I attended the
Plan It Play event in
Tinahely Library over the
summer with my 2 young
daughters who thoroughly
enjoyed it and were very
appreciative of the idea of
repurposing and fixing
broken toys. It's a fantas-

tic way for kids (and us
intrigued parents) to learn
and get involved in what's
possible with a bit of
expert direction and a few
tools many of us would
already have about the
house.” 

While Artist and
Educator, Ashling
McNamara, who attended
the workshop in the
Greystones library, said,
“This was a great experi-
ence for my children.
They were both totally
absorbed. It was a lovely
activity to engage imagi-
native play and making
skills as well as teaching
children the importance
of sustainability.”

The Wicklow Library
service supported the pro-
ject through facilitating
the delivery of the work-
shop in Enniskerry, Bray,
Ballywaltrim, Greystones,
Wicklow, Arklow, Rath-
drum, Tinahely, Balt-
ingalss and Blessington.
Bray Librarian Vita
Coleman said “Bray
Library was delighted to
host Plan-It-Play work-
shops in 2024. The com-
bination of thoughtful
preparation and playful
exploration resulted in a
dynamic, creative and fun
experience for all partici-
pants who came away
with practical and acces-
sible ways to step out of
linear patterns of con-
sumption and into the cir-
cular economy. This is
especially relevant to the

library service, and to
Wicklow County Council,
as we seek to promote 
the United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goals throughout our
work.” 

PlantIt Play have pro-
duced a publication which
documents the project
activities and acts as a step
by step guide for to make
new toys from old ones.
Some of the wonderfully
creative examples created
by the workshop partici-
pants are presented
throughout the book to pro-

vide inspiration for the
reader to make their own
toy. 

The publication will be
distributed throughout the
Wicklow library service,
and shows that being more
sustainable in the way we
live and the choices we
make can be fun, and does
not have to cost the earth in
the true spirit of sustain-
ability!

PlanIt Play is one of 
the 24 Creative Ireland
Climate Action Spark fund-
ed projects piloting new
ideas for public engage-

ment at a local and com-
munity level. 

The book launch in
Mermaid hosted a climate
café with special guests
including: Jiminy Toys
founder and Associate
Director in Sustainability
Works Sharon Keilthy.

Dr Joanna Fortune,
Psychotherapist, author and
expert in creative play and
Green Party Wicklow Cllr
Erika Doyle. As well as a
drawing session for the
young people with author
and illustrator Bex
Sheridan. 

PlanIt Play workshop in Greystones. 

PlanIt Play workshop in Tinahely. 

PlanIt Play workshop in Wicklow Town. PlanIt Play workshop in Baltinglass. 

PlanIt Play workshop in Enniskerry. 

PlanIt Play workshop in Arklow.
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An Enemy Within:
Wicklow author launches

debut crime novel 

Bianca Moore with Matthew and Louise Shearer at the opening of Sharon Smith's exhibition
'The V in Visibility Project' in Wicklow Town Library. 

There was a great turnout in Bridge Street Books recently for the launch of ‘An Enemy
Within’ a crime novel by Ciarán Roche. 

Ciaran Roche, Patricia Dowling, Mary Mooney, Geraldine Doyle, Anne-Marie Walsh and Ruth Guy
at the launch of Ciaran's novel An Enemy Within in Bridge Street Books. 

Sinead O'Brien, Gwen O'Brien and David Maher at the launch of Ciaran
Roche's novel An Enemy Within in Bridge Street Books. 

The novel tells the
story of John Franklin
who has been arrested for
the murder of a child. His
family, friends and neigh-
bours are frozen in disbe-
lief, especially his child-
hood friend Joan, god-

mother to one of his chil-
dren, who quickly be-
comes embroiled in a
frantic search for ans-
wers. Detective Sergeant
Kevin Brady is seething
with rage as he looks at
the body of a young boy

lying in a grave in a
wood. He knows who the
boy is. Two families des-
perate for knowledge of
their missing children
have reached out to
Detective Brady for help.
Could this be the break-

Ciaran Roche with Ruth Guy and Damien Roche at the launch of Ciaran's
novel An Enemy Within in Bridge Street Books. 

through they hope for?
Meanwhile, a group with
no regard for the damage
their depravity inflicts
are going about their
lives feeling superior and
safe. Using a multi-lay-
ered story structure, ‘An
Enemy Within’ shows
how abuse causes trauma
and long-term effects on
the lives of victims, as
well as devastating con-
sequences for the wider
community.

Ciarán lives in
Newcastle and the book
is primarily set in
Wicklow Town and sur-
rounding area. 

This is Ciarán's first
published book and the
reviews have been very
good. 

Ciaran's novel has
drawn praise from fellow
Wicklow author Liz Mc
Manus who said “In this
compelling book, Ciarán
Roche offers an insight
into a dangerous reality.
As a society we have
only begun to understand
the extent of the cause
and effect of child abuse,
and yet this book is about
much more. It is a story,
too, about a cast of char-
acters who try to make
life better for others in
their community. Such
courageous people bring
this book to life as they
face,unflinchingly, the
enemy within.” 

Another reader said
“Crime novels are not
usually how I like to
spend my reading time,
but this one I started yes-
terday and I have fin-
ished it today. This book
was such a gripping and
powerful story.”

‘An Enemy Within’ is
available in the Bridge
Street Books in Wicklow
Town. It can also be
ordered from ciaran-
rochebooks.com. 

Take
WICKLOW TIMES
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Gemma Hayes to
play Bray's Mermaid

Arts Centre
One of Ireland's most cherished singer-songwriters, Gemma Hayes, will play an intimate,
acoustic show at Bray's Mermaid Arts Centre on Friday, 21st February as part of a series of
nine shows across Ireland, taking place throughout February and March, presented by
Turning Pirate. Tickets from €25 are on sale now via gemmahayes.com.

As part of her tour Gemma Hayes will play shows at
Mike The Pies (Kerry), Source Arts Centre (Tipperary),
Mermaid Arts Centre (Wicklow), Ballymaloe
Grainstore (Cork), Riverbank Arts (Kildare), Hawk’s
Well Theatre (Sligo), Dolan’s (Limerick), Spirit Store
(Louth) and Cleere’s (Kilkenny). 

The tour follows the release last September of Blind
Faith, Gemma's first album in over 10 years ('The
album of her career' - MOJO). 

Blind Faith has been a hit with critics and stalwart

fans, as well as being a vehicle for Gemma to bring her
music to a whole new audience. 

Hayes' songs have always drawn their power from
her lyrical intimacy and lucidity, juxtaposed with her
penchant for experimenting with various sonic textures
that embrace both the quiet and the loud.

These hallmarks are on riveting display throughout
Blind Faith’s nine compositions, produced by Hayes
herself alongside Karl Odlum, David Odlum & Brian
Casey.

A Century of Swing with Luke Thomas  

Whale Theatre, March 21st & 22nd

An iconic music time capsule and a celebration of 100 years of
swing music from Ireland’s King of Swing Luke Thomas

Join Ireland's King of Swing, Luke Thomas and The Swing Cats, for their KINGS OF SWING TOUR on March 21st
and 22nd at the Whale Theatre in Greystones as part of their nationwide tour. This brand-new show celebrates 100
years of swing music with a musical timeline of classics from the 1920's to the modern day featuring Big Band songs
like Sing Sing Sing, Puttin’ on The Ritz, Just a Gigolo and Mack The Knife to crooning favourites like Mr. Bojangles,
Fly Me To The Moon and Moon River all the way to the iconic swing anthem New York New York.

Audiences have been
on their feet and venues
sold out all over the
country for this electrify-
ing show commemorating
the illustrious 100-year
legacy of swing music.
Luke Thomas has also
captivated audiences as a
headline act at The
Guinness Cork Jazz
Festival this year and at
Electric Picnic and also
on The Late Late Show,
Ireland AM, The Today
Show, The Six O'Clock
Show and every major
radio station in the coun-
try. With two #1 Albums,
three TV Concert
Specials and 8 personally
requested performances
for President Higgins,
Luke Thomas and The
Swing Cats bring that
irresistible charisma and
magnetic charm that
defined the iconic leg-
ends of swing music.
Tickets from €28 avail-
able from www.theswing-
cats.ie 

With a stage presence
that exudes timeless
sophistication, electric
energy and effortlessly
cool, Luke Thomas chan-
nels the suave charisma
of Sinatra and the
debonair charm of Dean
Martin, captivating audi-
ences with every note.
With dynamic perfor-
mances and undeniable
star quality, Luke Thomas
and the Swing Cats pay
homage to the golden era
of swing while infusing it
with their own modern
flair, creating a mesmer-
izing experience that
leaves a lasting impres-
sion.   

Witness the evolution
of swing music through
the decades, from the Big
Band era of the 1930s to
the vibrant sounds of the
1940s and beyond.
Celebrate the enduring
influence of swing music
and get immersed in the
rich tapestry of Swing
history.  Let the Kings of
Swing Tour 2024 be your
guide through a century
of musical brilliance, a
testament to the timeless
allure of swing where
every note strikes a chord
in your heart and soul.
Prepare to dance, sing,
and swing the night away! 

Tickets from €30 avail-
able from www.theswing-
cats.ie 

Luke Thomas. 

Whale Theatre, Friday 21st and Saturday 22nd
February, 8pm (doors 7pm) Sold out but register at
www.whaletheatre.ie or call the booking office on

01 2010550 for returns.

Don't Think Twice Theatre Company presents a new comedy by Paul
Howard. You are cordially invited to Jarlath & Gemma's big day!
Check the seating plan carefully before you take your seat. What do
you do with the people you have to invite to your wedding when you
really don't want them there? Easy! Put them all at one table at the
very back of the room. But what if putting those strangers together
turns out to be the worst decision of your life? Please note: This per-
formance will run for 90mins with no interval.
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Music at Mermaid:
The Hammonds 
Saturday 22nd March 8pm . €22 Full Price / €20

Concession Price. Duration: 120 mins including interval

The Hammonds are a musical family from Bray, consisting of siblings Suzanne,Karen and
Aoife, and their dad Ray. 

They grew up listening to everything from Planxty and Clannad to Leonard Cohen and Joni Mitchell and are
influenced heavily from their dads singing and playing guitar since they can remember.

They are individual musicians in their own right, with numerous solo projects, collaborations and bands,
including punk, trad, electronic and drum and bass influences but always come back to their roots to sing har-
monies together to the songs they grew up listening to. 

Expect a cosy evening focused on the siblings weaving their haunting harmonies through Leonard Cohen's
varied songbook as well as Irish folk songs they grew up singing in the town they love so well.

The Hammonds. 

Bealtaine Festival returns for 2025 with open call for participants

Martha and Jessica Cox at the opening of Sharon Smith's exhibition 'The in Visibility Project' in
Wicklow Town Library. 

Bealtaine Festival, Ireland's national celebration of arts and creativity as we age, is set to make its highly anticipated
return this May, marking a milestone 30th anniversary. An Age & Opportunity initiative, the festival invites arts
organisations of all kinds to take part by organising events that capture the evolving, playful, and dynamic spirit of
Bealtaine. 

Bealtaine Festival is
calling on organisations
nationwide,  big and
small, to get involved by
planning and registering
events in their  local
areas in May 2025. From
music and choral perfor-
mances to visual arts,
theatre, writing work-
shops, dance, literature,

circus, film screenings,
storytelling, and more,
the programme is open
to a wide range of cre-
at ive expressions.  As
Bealtaine celebrates
three decades this year,
event  organisers  are
encouraged to reflect on
past  fest ivals  or  look
ahead to the future of

Bealtaine and how i t
continues to inspire. 

Celebrating 30 years,
Bealtaine Festival is set
to host a Big Birthday
Tea Party on Sunday, 4th
May. Local organisers
are invited to join in the
celebration by hosting
their  own tea part ies
with their communities

throughout the month of
May, whether it’s a fami-
ly gathering, an indoor
tea dance, or something
completely unique. 

Continuing the festi-
val's three-year theme,
'Lust for Life' ,  Age &
Opportunity encourages
event organisers to con-
sider the theme’s rele-

vance and the wide-rang-
ing experiences of
Bealtaine’s audiences
when planning their
events. 

This year, the festival
will also take a moment
to honour the many hun-
dreds of events that have
taken place in communi-
ties across Ireland since
its inception in 1995.
Event organisers are
invited to share archive
photos or videos show-
casing the creativity and
diversity of past Bealtaine
events, which will be fea-
tured across the festival’s
social media channels in
the lead-up to May. 

Dr. Tara Byrne, Arts
Programme Manager
says: "More than ever, in
2025, I hope Bealtaine's
30th anniversary celebra-
tions will be the catalyst
to more of us over 50
finding community and
expression through bril-
liant and challenging arts
events."

How to get involved in
Bealtaine 2025: 
• Organisations are
encouraged to incorporate
the 2025 festival theme
'Lust for Life'. Once the
event is ready for promo-
tion, it can be registered
on the Bealtaine website.  

• Dawn Chorus ñ organise
a Dawn or Dusk chorus
with your local choir.  
• Tea Party - organise a
Bealtaine Birthday Tea
Party. 
• Have images of past
Bealtaine events to share?
Get in touch at arts@age-
andopportunity.ie? 
• Attend Bealtaine events
locally or at the 

Festival HQ. 
Bealtaine Festival is an

initiative by Age &
Opportunity, funded by The
Arts Council and the HSE.
Bealtaine is a pioneering
national arts festival that
fosters creativity among
older people across Ireland
through intergenerational
collaboration, showcasing
older artists, and promoting

skills and experiences that
can lead to a rich, creative
life.  

Registration is open from
February right through the
month of May. Queries
regarding the online regis-
tration process or the festi-
val in general, can be sent to
the Age & Opportunity Arts
Administrator on arts@-
ageandopportunity.ie. 
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Roundwood Community
to launch Biodiversity
Action Plan this week

The Roundwood Community Biodiversity Action Plan will be officially launched in Roundwood Parish Hall on Friday
21st of February at 7pm. The plan promotes and celebrates the biodiversity within the village and its hinterland and
provides a plan of action by which biodiversity can be enhanced. 

Following a successful
application to the
Community Foundation
Ireland by Roundwood
Tidy Towns Biodiversity
Group, a subcommittee of
the Roundwood & District
Community Council, local
ecologist Faith Wilson
was commissioned by the
Group to prepare a biodi-
versity action plan for
Roundwood Village.
Several landowners also
volunteered to have their
lands surveyed and
actions for these and part
of the Vartry Reservoir,
(with the permission of
Uisce Eireann) are also
included in the study. 

The focus of this 165
page Biodiversity Action
Plan is far and wide. It
takes account of the habi-
tats and biodiversity 
in the environs of
Roundwood Village
bringing an awareness of
the riches to the commu-

nity. It proposes measures
that anyone can take to
enhance the local environ-
ment where they live 
and to get Roundwood
buzzing. There is a strong
emphasis on community
involvement with the
intention that the commu-
nity will take ownership
of the plan and responsi-
bility for its implementa-
tion. The plan a series of
practical and simple biodi-
versity actions that can be
undertaken by residents in
their gardens, on local
sports grounds, at
Roundwood Graveyard
and in public areas in the
village. The plan also
encourages participation
in Citizen Science initia-
tives, the development of
local Pollinator Plans,
actions for specific
species such as Swifts,
and possibly most impor-
tantly, amending the way
we view areas of long

grass, dandelions and
brambles!

The inclusion of farm-
land in the plan highlights
the important and valuable
role that the farming com-
munity have in supporting
biodiversity on their land.
Local farmers have active-
ly engaged in various
environmental schemes
over the years including
REPS, GLAS and most
recently the ACRES
scheme. Indeed many
farmers have eagerly
signed up to the 'Water of
Life Project' to protect
water quality in the
Avonmore catchment
area. The actions relating
to farmland within the
plan provide a blue print
for other landowners and
farmers to follow.

Biodiversity occurs

throughout the village and
its hinterland; as do the
opportunities for enhanc-
ing it. The Community
Biodiversity Action Plan
(CBAP) for Roundwood
promotes and celebrates
the biodiversity within the
area and provides a fan-
tastic plan by which it can
be enhanced. A special
mention must be given to
the Vartry Reservoir
which is formally listed
for designation and is the
largest and most important
area of biodiversity on the
doorstep of the village.  A
suite of biodiversity
actions have been devel-
oped for this area in col-
laboration with Uisce
Eireann.

The plan will be offi-
cially launched by
Wicklow Co Council

Biodiversity Officer,
Hannah O'Kelly with pre-
sentations by Plan
Ecologist, Faith Wilson
and Deputy Project
Manager ACRES
Leinster, Brian Dunne fol-
lowed by refreshments.
Anyone from the
Roundwood area or with
an interest in nature or
biodiversity is most wel-
come to attend the launch
in Roundwood Parish
Hall on Friday 21st of
February at 7pm.

Wicklow growers among winners
at Tirlán Quality Grain Awards

Wicklow growers, Tom and Geraldine Short and family were among the winners at this year’s Tirlán Quality Grain
Awards. They  were chosen from among hundreds of quality Irish grain growers to take an award this year. They won
the won the Premium Spring Barley category award. 

Tom and Geraldine have
four children and operate a
900 acre tillage and dairy
enterprise at Kilmullen near
Newtownmountkennedy.
Tom is farming in partner-
ship with Dean Kelly. Tom
grows winter wheat, winter
barley, spring malting and

feed barley, winter oats, oil
seed rape, spring beans and
cover crops. He places a
strong focus on crop rota-
tion with Winter wheat the
primary crop.

Tom is an active repre-
sentative in the local Tirlan
Rep structure and is a

member the Tirlán Council
and of the recently-formed
Tirlán Grain Advisory
Group. His winning crop of
Premium Spring Barley
averaged a specific weight
of 69.4 kph at a moisture of
20.2% across 325 tonnes
with screenings of 1.2%

and protein of 9.9%.The
Shortsí Tirlán agronomist is
Fintan Treacy. 

Ailish Byrne, Chief
Agribusiness Officer at
Tirl·n, said:  "It is wonder-
ful to see the commitment
of our growers to excel-
lence and delivering high

quality grains for the mar-
ketplace. The growers
recognised here today are
reflective of hundreds of
Tirl·n growers continuously
striving to nurture their
lands to deliver the best
crops for consumers to
enjoy." 

Tom and Geraldine Short of SK Agri from NewtownmountKennedy, won the Premium Spring Barley
category award at the Tirlán Quality Grain Awards. They are pictured with  Tirlan Chairperson John
Murphy, Tirlan Chief Agribusiness Officer Ailish Byrne and Tirlan agronomist, Fintan Treacy.

I Declan Shaw am seeking
permission for the 
adjustment to previously 
permitted planning 
application Reg Ref: 22/462
to include: 1. the removal of
existing work shed 
to be rebuilt and 
incorporated into new build
to modern standards; 2. the 
reconfiguration of a portion of
flat roof to pitched roof with
rooflight to accommodate
water tank and attic storage
and 3; the repositioning of
proposed building to align
with building line, along with
other minor adjustments to 
windows, finishes and
heights. at Newlands, Kinlen
Road, Greystones, Co.
Wicklow A63 YR79.
The planning application may
be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the
reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of
Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow
during its public opening
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to the
application may be made to
the authority in writing on
payment of the prescribed
fee within the period of 5
weeks beginning on the date
of receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

I, Eva Lynch, intend to apply 
for outline planning permission
for development at Preban,
Tinahely, Co. Wicklow, Y14
F627. The proposed development
will consist of: (1). A change of
use from an existing single-
storey ancil lary workshop
(c.55sqm) to a single-storey
dwelling, with ancillary site
works. (2). A single-storey
extension (c.40sqm) to the
east elevation. The planning
application may be inspected
or purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy at the offices
of Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow 
during its public opening 
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to the
application may be made to
the authority in writing on 
payment of the prescribed fee
within the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of the
application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
We Potters Point Ltd seeks
Permission for erection of
108.80m2 side extension
to existing 261.12m2 shed,
along with all associated
site development works at
Potters Point, Brittas Bay,
Wicklow A67 RV06. The
planning application may
be inspected or purchased
at a fee not exceeding the
reasonable cost of making
a copy at the offices of
Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow
during its public opening
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to
the application may be
made to the authority in
writing on payment of the
prescribed fee within 
the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

Arc Design seeks full planning
permission on behalf Werner
Schmidt for the development
at Rockfalls House,
Kindlestown Upper, Delgany,
Co. Wicklow, A63 RP04 which
consists of 
(A) Sub-division of the site and
the construction of a new
detached single storey split
level four-bedroom dwelling
along with all associated site
development and landscaping
works. 
(B) Provision for connection
into existing foul drain for the
new house. 
(C) Provision for surface water
attenuate storage manholes
with discharge via soakaways
for new house. 
(D) Provision for two new
vehicular entrances for 
proposed and existing
dwellings with entrance piers
and gates. 
The planning application may
be inspected, or purchased at
a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a
copy, at the offices of the 
planning authority during its
public opening hours. The
planning application may be
viewed online at www.
wicklow.ie, under planning
online enquires. 
A submission or observation in
relation to the application may
be made in writing to the 
planning authority on payment
of the prescribed fee, €20,
within the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of 
the application, and such 
submissions or observations
will be considered by the 
planning authority in making a
decision on the application.
The planning authority may
grant permission subject to or
without conditions, or may
refuse to grant permission.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
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Don't move...
Update, renovate,

Decorate
next week, Wicklow Times will be featuring an article on reasons not to consider moving house
in this 'bubble market' but rather consider renovating and Updating, even extending. You
can get a fresh new look to your home by improving it and it's a lot cheaper than moving.

You will save on auctioneers’
fees, solititors’ fees, survey fees and
moving costs. The money you save
can go into getting the exact new
bathroom or kitchen you always
wanted; landscaping the garde;
painting the house inside and out;
getting a new state of the art heating
system, tiling, wooden floors etc etc.

And you don’t have to move out
of the area where all your family’s
friends are.

Indeed you could build on that
extra room (or 2) you always wanted
or even if the garden is bigenough
build a new house!

And all the services are already
there.

Why Move? Extend, Update 
and Renovate

If you are an  architect, engineer,
planner, builder, window & door

manufacturer, kitchen and bathroom
designer and manufacturer, timber
flooring, tiler or retailer of tiles, car-
pet, or blinds, a  heating  contractor,
interior designer or garden designer
this is the place to promote your ser-
vice.

In addition to your advertisement
we would be glad to run some edito-
rial /images for you.

Please call or email to book your
place on this feature - (01) 2869111. 

Aidan Nolan and Anna Hedderman at the Tinahely GAA & LGFA Dinner Dance in the Amber
Springs, Gorey. 

New Opel Grandland - Re-entering the big time
Wicklow resident and champion motorcyclist reg Armstrong was the
first to bring opel cars to the attention of the irish motoring public in
the early 1960s.

From then until his
death in 1979 he assembled
the expanding range in
Ringsend and the firm was
established in the minds of
the Irish public as fine
German engineered practi-
cal family cars.

In later years, with the
legendary Arnold O'Byrne,
himself of Ringsend origin,
at the helm, Opel climbed
to the top of the Irish mar-

ket in the 1990s, thanks in
no small way to his clever
sponsorship of the Irish
soccer team.

Since then, Opel AG has
faced challenges and own-
ership of the brand and its
flagship factory in
Russelsheim, southern
Germany has moved from
US General Motors to the
giant European conglomer-
ate of Stellantis - which

also includes the vast bulk
of the Italian and French
motor industry.

This new arrangement is
modernizing the Opel
offering and at the top of
the line now is the new
Grandland - benefitting
from the latest technology
and economies of scale.

This new big SUV -
priced from €43,995 for
the petrol hybrid automatic

- is attracting thousands of
new customers to the
brand across Europe and
seems headed for success
in Ireland.

The styling has some
interesting features - such

By Martin McCarthy 

From 

€49
Call Richard: 087 348 8516  
www.obriensroofingandguttering.ie

From 

€199
Gutters
Cleaned
& Sealed

Roof
Repairs

REASONABLE RATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

New Roofing Lead Valleys Emergency Repairs
Attic Insulations Flat Roofs Fascia & Soffits

Guttering/Downpipes Chimney Repair
Ridge Pointing Roof Cleaning

Call: 01 908 1455

cAll our emerGency roof cAre line on 087 394 8346

Tel: 087 610 9128

AnTo’S Tree
ServiCeS
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

A beautiful well maintained garden can
transform your property 

Call Us: 086 166 3728
Bray, Co.Wicklow.

Red Leaf Trees are
NPTC Qualified

and Fully 
Insured Tree

Surgeonswww.rltrees.ie

• Tree Services
• Hedge Work
• Gardening

Services

GRAB A SPECIALTY COFFEE AND TASTY TREATS TO
GO – PERFECT FOR A BUSY DAY OR A QUICK BREAK.

Convenient parking available right beside us.
Find us on Yellow Lane, next to TJ O’Mahony’s Car

Park - Arklow, Wicklow
We’re open daily – come say hello! 

Stay tuned… exciting news coming soon! 
Follow us @kulbeanskaffe

GREAT COFFEE        DELICIOUS BAKES          
& A WARM WELCOME

MAC’S FISH
“Kilmore Quay’s Finest”

We carry an array of fresh local fish from Kilmore Quay.

• In Kilcoole we are parked by the 

Circle K garage, near the church. 

• In Blessington we are parked  

in the square, near the Lemon Tree 

(which is now closed)

Starting Wednesday, we are in Newtownmountkennedy 

from 9am until 1.30pm. Parking somewhere on the main street - come find us!

We are in Kilcoole and Blessington every
Thursday from 9.30am until 2pm.

ROOFING SPECIALISTS WITH 
3 GENERATIONS OF EXPERIENCE

O’Donnell
ROOFING

ARKLOW

083 363 3133      0402 20655                 
antonodonnell@hotmail.com

• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 
• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600

Junior Golf lessons with louise D'Arcy

30 YEARS OF COACHING EXPERIENCE!
6 weeks starting Thursday 6th of March. 5-6 or 6-7

Venue:Wicklow Golf Club & Gormanstown Driving Range.
Open to members and non-members 
Beginners & experienced Juniors. 

CALLAWAY CUSTOM FIT DAY on Monday 3rd of March, 
with some slots still available. 

Venue: Gormanstown Driving Range.
Call Louise on 087 7510 727 for more information.

41 Pearse St, Thomastown, Sallynoggin, Co. Dublin, A96 P5W8

24/7 365
EMERGENCY
CALL OUT

085 2353865
banclocksmiths@gmail.com

• DOMESTIC • COMMERCIAL • AUTO ENTRY
• DOOR & WINDOW REPAIR SPECIALIST

Family run business,
prices are fully 

transparent before
arrival.

Our Thursday special offer will continue for another few months :
Two course ................................................................€20.95
Two course and glass of wine or pint ......................€25.95
Three course..............................................................€25.95

( Thursdays only )

Market Square, Wicklow, Ireland          brideshead@yahoo.com

Gospel Luke 9: 22-25
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The Son of Man is
destined to suffer grievously, to be rejected by
the elders and chief priests and scribes and to
be put to death, and to be raised up on the third
day.’
Then to all he said: ‘If anyone wants to be a 
follower of mine, let him renounce himself and
take up his cross every day and follow me. For
anyone who wants to save his life will lose it;
but anyone who loses his life for my sake, that
man  will save it.  What gain, then, is it for a
man to have won the whole world and to have
lost or ruined his very self?’

as the permanently illumi-
nated Opel branding on the
front and rear ñ good safe-
ty assets as well a being
pretty.  On a sprint along
the coastal route from Bray
to Dundalk, it displayed

superb drivability coupled
with lots of interior space,
flexibly arranged.

On rural roads - now
sensibly limited to 60KPH
- the Grandland displaces
the flexibility to still travel
quickly over hill and dale.

Grandland also comes
as a BEV (Battery
Electric) for just under the
€40K mark, thanks to
SSEI grants and tax sup-
ports. In Wicklow the well-
respected John Linnane
Motors in Rathnew are our
local dealer.



www.bife.ie 01 2829668
bifeenquiries@wicklowvec.ie

ART

KA Art Portfolio Preparation 
KB Art, Craft & Design
KC Fine Art Practice 
KE Creative Craft 

DESIGN

DA Graphic Design 
DD Architecture Design & Technology 
DN Jewellery Making & Woodcraft 
DI Furniture Design & Carpentry/Joinery 
DC Fashion & Textiles 
DJ Furniture Design & Cabinet Making (Advanced)

MUSIC

MI DJ Techniques & Music Production 
MJ Music Production 
MK Music Performance 
MF Sound Engineering 

COMPUTING

NA Computer Software Developemt with AI 
NB Computer Science 
NC Computer Networks and Cyber Security
ND Comptia A+  

SPORT

EA Sport, Exercise & Fitness Instruction 
EC Personal Trainer, Strength & Conditioning 
ED Soccer Coaching & Sports Management 
EF Sports Injury & Massage Therapy / 

Pre-University Physiotherapy

ANIMAL CARE

HA Animal Care 
HI Animal Care & Management Pre-University 
HJ Animal Science Industry 
HX Equine Studies 

SOCIAL STUDIES & CHILDCARE

OA Special Needs Assistant 
(Primary & Post-Primary) 

OB SNA & Disability Studies (Level 6) 
HD Early Learning & Care / Childcare 
HE Social Studies & Community Care

HAIR, BEAUTY & WELLNESS

FJ Professional Make Up & Hairstyling 
FF Hairdressing - Junior Stylist 
FG Hairdressing - Senior Stylist 
FH Barbering 
FD Nail Technician & Salon Administration 

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING

HS Forensic Science - Pre-University 
HK Science - Pre-University 
HZ Food Science with Dietetics - Pre-University 
JF Pharmacy Retail Assistant 
JJ Pharmacy Technician 
HU Applied Ecology and Biodiversity Studies 
DK Horticulture & Garden Design 
HV Engineering Pre-University 

BUSINESS

JA Business Management & Administration  
JC Business Management - Advanced Certificate 
JD Accounting Technician 
LD Business Tourism Advanced Certificate 
SD Legal Administration Pre-University Law 
SF Medical Administration (Mornings Only) 
SE IT & Office Administration (Mornings Only) 
JT Digital Marketing and Entrepreneurship 
EE Security & Pre-Garda 
JP B.Bus (Hons) Business & Psychology 

HOSPITALITY & TOURISM

LA Tourism, Reception & Event Management 
LH Restaurant & Bar Management 
LC Culinary Arts
LE Culinary Arts Advanced 
LG Pastry, Baking & Barista 
LI Hospitality & Business Management (Leval 6)

ADULT LEAVING CERT

RB Adult Leaving Certificate 

HEALTH

HB Nursing and Midwifery Studies - Pre-University 
HH Healthcare Assistant
HP Occupational Therapy Assistant
JK Emergency Care Studies 

(Pre-paramedic, Fire & Ambulance) 
HL Psychology in the Community (Advanced) 

FILM & COMPUTER GAMING

MA TV & Film Production
MB TV & Film Production - Advanced 
ME 3D Game Design
MC BA (Hons) Immersive Media Production Degree 
MG Games Development 

ACTING & DANCE

PB Acting for Stage & Screen Advanced 
PE Dance Technique, Performance and  

Choreography - Advanced 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE FOR 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

XA English Language and General Studies

APPRENTICESHIPS

JG Accounting Technician Apprenticeship 

BUS 
PICK-UPS

Throughout the
college year from
Gorey, Arklow,
Wicklow and
Rathnew

Bray InstItute of
furtHer eDuCatIon
Dedicated • Professional • Passionate


