
VARTRY TRAILS
Page 7

INVASIVE SPECIES
Page 9

ICA DRAMA AWARDS
Page 16

DELIVERED TO HOMES & BUSINESSES IN: SHANKILL, ENNISKERRY, BRAY, GREYSTONES, DELGANY, KILCOOLE, NEWCASTLE, KILQUADE, ASHFORD, KILPEDDER, NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY, KILMACANOGUE, LARAGH, MONEYSTOWN, ROUNDWOOD,
RATHNEW, WICKLOW, GLENEALY, BRITTAS BAY, AVOCA, WOODENBRIDGE, ARKLOW,  SHILLELAGH, TINAHELY, REDCROSS, BALLINACLASH, AUGHRIM, RATHDRUM, DONARD, DUNLAVIN, CARNEW, COOLATTIN, BALTINGLASS, BLESSINGTON.
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WE DELIVER! - for 36 years

Sinn féin tD John Brady said last thursday “throughout
2024, the taoiseach, tánaiste, and Minister for Housing
repeatedly claimed that 40,000 new homes would be built.
these claims persisted despite CSo quarterly data clearly
showing a significant drop in housing completions.” 

“the final CSo fig-
ures for 2024, published
today, reveal a nearly
7% decline in comple-
tions compared to 2023.
only 30,330 homes
were built last year,
down from 32,695 in
2023.”

Deputy Brady criti-
cised the government's
housing strategy, stating:
“the government's
housing plan has com-
pletely unraveled. their
targets for public and
private housing in 2024

were far too low to
begin with, and they still
failed to meet them.
Social and affordable
housing goals have been
missed, and their overall
targets have also fallen
short.

“in the election just
gone Simon harris and
others clearly misled the
electorate when they
falsely stated that the
housing completion fig-
ure would be close to
40,000. they clearly 
and intentionally misled

the electorate.
Brady attributed the

lack of progress to a fail-
ure to reform housing
delivery systems: “the
slow pace of housing
delivery stems from the
government's refusal to
implement the necessary
reforms to both public
and private housing
development. if this
approach continues
under the current gov-
ernment or a future one
following the same path,
the housing crisis will

only deepen.”
he concluded by call-

ing for significant policy
changes: “only a funda-
mental shift in housing
policy, as proposed by
Sinn Féin and endorsed
by the housing
Commission, can
address the crisis and
deliver the increase in
public and private hous-
ing supply that is so
urgently needed.” 

independent counil-
lor, Joe Behan asserted
“the confirmation by
the CSo that the number
of houses built in 2024
is actually down on the
previous year by 6.7% is
clear proof of the abject
failure of the outgoing
Government to provide
houses in a time of hous-
ing emergency.

“When taken with the
record number of home-
less people in this coun-
try of 15,000, it is clear
that a complete revolu-
tion in housing construc-
tion is desperately need-
ed.

“Sadly, the incoming
Government looks very
like the outgoing
Government and has the
same old policy of
putting enormous sums
of taxpayers' money into
the hands of property
speculators and private
property funds rather
than build homes on
public land for afford-
able purchase and social
housing.

“Fianna Fáil and Fine
Gael are not going to
solve the housing prob-
lem with the policies
they have pursued up to
now. the CSo figures
have proven that these
policies are ineffective
and severely damaging
for the young people of
this country. the rocky
start to this new
Government when they
tried to pull a fast one by
trying to reduce speak-
ing time for opposition
parties indicates an arro-
gance which we have
seen when they continu-
ally try to assert that

Charlotte Doyle, Laoise Doran and Karen O'Brien at the Wicklow Adult Camogie Awards in

Jacob's Well, Rathdrum. 

they have the answers to
the housing emergency.
Unless they have a

major change of direc-
tion, the hopes and
dreams of so many fami-

lies who need a home of
their own will be severe-
ly dashed.”
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National ICA President Mary D'Arcy and Wicklow ICA Federation President Margaret Stevens
present Hilda Roche of Ashford ICA with the May Condon Cup for Best ICA Group at the
Wicklow ICA 69th Drama Festival in Glenealy Village Hall. See more, page 16.

Love Me Again: SCFE presents Pop-Up Fashion Styling exhibition
Love Me Again, is the second Pop-Up Fashion Styling exhibition, brought to you by students from Sallynoggin College of Further Education
and supported by Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council.  It takes place  Tuesday 28th to Thursday 30th from 10am to 5pm and Friday
31st from 10am to 12pm

The exhibition pre-
sents two styling projects
in which all clothing has
been sourced from the
treasure troves of charity
and vintage shops along
the Dun Laoghaire high
street!

SCFE sated: “Sporting
Fashion is a series of
photographs styled by
students of Fashion
Industry Practice, QQI
Level 6.  The winning
combination of this Sport
and Fashion theme, con-
tinues our Sallynoggin
College spotlight on ethi-
cal fashion.   

“Last year was such an
inspiring year for sport,
that we decided to hit the
starting line for 2025
with a sport and fashion
themed photoshoot.  We
got the ball rolling by
looking at what amenities
and sports clubs there are
in our community
through the DLR Sports
Partnership website.
With such a diversity of
activities on our
doorstep, that anybody
can try out, become part
of a team, or even follow
a dream, there was plenty
of inspiration.   

“The energy, celebra-
tion and joy surrounding
the Olympics was capti-
vating, and we were
especially proud to have
cheered on SCFE gradu-
ate Katie Taylor and
Sallynoggin boxer Jack
Marlay.  Through the
Sporting Fashion photo-
shoot, we have tried to
bring some of that energy
and joy into creating out-
fits that spark joy and
fun.   

“The project also
explored how to look
creatively and sustain-
ably at sportswear items
that are increasingly fil-

tering down into charity
shops.  We wanted to
show how active and
leisure wear can be given
a new, and different lease
of life.  We hope you
enjoy these ideas on how
to be a winner, by slow-
ing down the race to
landfill! 

Love Me Again 2 
is a series of photographs
styled by students of
Fashion Buying, Styling
and Visual Merchandising,
QQI Level 5. 

“With a focus on fos-
tering individuality, our
students traversed fash-
ion, culture and history
for inspiration as they
crafted and created their
vision.  The magic hap-
pened when they bravely
embarked on deconstruct-
ing the garments, before
reworking them into
entirely new outfits.
Individuality, sartorial
choices, dreams and ideas
abound throughout these
images.

“Our styling students
showed us that by cele-
brating individuality, we
can each contribute
towards transforming
how the fashion industry
works. Through taking
back our creativity and
our power, we can
express our own style,
while also being commit-
ted to supporting sustain-
able and ethical fashion.

“The Fashion Dep-
artment in Sally-noggin
College cares  about
these issues and we want
to affect change in the
fashion industry for the
future. We invite you to

join us  by explor ing
how to make a differ-
ence. Experiment with
your own style. “Choose
to promote environ-
mental ly and social ly
responsible  c lothing.
Visit your local charity
and vintage shops to get
inspired and have fun
creat ing personal ised
looks out  of  c lothing
that  can be Loved
Again! Start the inspira-
tion by visiting the exhi-
bition: Tuesday 28th to
Thursday 30th from
10am to 5pm and
Friday 31st from 10am
to 12pm.”

Treasurer of the Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club Jerry Dixon and Deirdre Keogh from SSE
Renewables present Sam Cwzalina with his prize at the Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Awards in the
Bridge Tavern, Wicklow Town.  See page 12.

Holy Rosary Soup &
Sandwiches

Why not make a date for lunch on
Wednesday January 29th at Kilian
House Family Centre in Greystones
(from 12.15 to 2pm.), and enjoy a
choice of delicious food in a friendly
atmosphere! Suggested donation
Ä7.  All proceeds go to local chari-
ties.

GARA Greystones:
Enduring Power of

Attorney

Greystones Active Retirement
Association will hold a coffee morn-
ing on 31st January where there will
also be a talk by Aine Flynn,
Director of the Decision Support
Service (DSS), on the topic of the
enduring power of attorney. It will
take place in Kilian House, behind
Holy Rosary Church, at 10:30am.  

The DSS exists to promote the
rights and interests of people who
may need support with decision-
making. They register decision sup-
port arrangements and supervise
decision supporters.
Aine will focus on Enduring Power

of Attorney/Assisted Decision
Making. The law in this area has

been updated and changed. It is vital
to be aware of the new requirements
in order to protect your wishes.
Please do not leave these arrange-
ments until it is too late.

This talk is open to the general
public, you do not have to be a
GARA Greystones Member to
attend. Please feel free to ask a
friend or neighbour to join you.

For seating arrangements, it would
be most helpful if you could let
GARA Greystones know you will
be there on the day. Details from
087 2845 465 or garagreystones-
plus@gmail.com.

Roundwood Variety Group
Production of Puss in

Boots 

The wait is over! The Roundwood
Variety Group is thrilled to
announce that tickets for their much-
anticipated 2025 production of 'Puss
in Boots' are officially on sale! Get
ready for an unforgettable night of
laughter, adventure, and magic as
we bring this classic fairy tale to life
on stage!

Show Dates: Friday the 31st of
January, Saturday Matinee 1st of
February and Sunday the 2nd of
February.

Get your tickets at eventbrite.ie.  

Quiz Night in Aid of Scoil
Chaoimhin Naofa

St Kevin's primary school in
Laragh are holding a fundraiser
night in Lynhams of Laragh, Friday
31st of January at 8.30pm. Raffle
and prizes on the nights. Table of 4
people for €40. 

County Outdoor
Recreation Plan for

Wicklow 

Outscape is preparing a new
County Outdoor Recreation Plan for
Wicklow in partnership with key
county outdoor recreation stakehold-
ers.Two public consultation events
have been arranged to give everyone
the opportunity to share their views
and help shape the preparation of the
new County Outdoor Recreation
Plan for Wicklow.
• BLESSINGTON, Wednesday 5th
February, 7-830pm, Tulfarris Hotel
• NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY,
Thursday 6th February 7-8.30pm,
Parkview Hotel
Attendees are asked to register their

attendance in advance. https://wick-
lowlsp.ie/have-your-say/

Brian Robinson 
B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

State Solicitor

Eil ish Bradshaw 
B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Ciara O’Sull ivan 
B.B.L.S., (Euro)

Hannah Stockwell-Quinn 
B.C.L., L.L.M.

Peter McQuil lan
B.A. (Mod) Leg Sc TCD

Property Solicitors

Probate and Elder Law Solicitors

Commercial Litigation Solicitors

Medical Negligence Solicitors

Planning and Environmental Solicitors

General Litigation Solicitors

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

24A Florence Road,
Bray,
Co. Wicklow.

Tel: 01 276 1330 
E-mail: info@benvillerobinson.ie
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie 
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NTA award €8.65m
to Council’s Active

Travel projects
Wicklow County Council has welcomed the announcement by the Department of Transport,
of €8,655,000 in funding, which has been granted to 30 Active Travel projects across Wicklow.
Within that figure, funds have also been allocated specifically to the bus stop enhancement
programme. 

The National Transport
Authority (NTA) has dis-
tributed these funds as
part of a broader €283
million investment dedi-
cated to new and existing
walking and cycling
infrastructure Active
Travel projects throughout
Ireland this year.

Projects to receive
funding in Wicklow
include the Bray Dart
Interchange scheme,
Wicklow Port Access
Road Link, the Wicklow
and Greystones Pathfinder
projects, as well as fund-
ing for eight schools in
the county that are part of
the Safe Routes to
Schools programme.
Additional walking and
cycling infrastructure pro-
jects will be developed
across all five municipali-
ties in Wicklow.

Cathaoirleach of Wic-
klow County Council,
Cllr Paul O’Brien, exp-
ressed his satisfaction
with the strides made by
the Active Travel Team in
enhancing walking and
cycling infrastructure
across the county.  Cllr
OíBrien said, “It’s fantas-
tic to see the progress
achieved in promoting
alternative transport
options beyond the car.
This continued support
from the Department of
Transport and the NTA
for 2025 funding will sig-
nificantly bolster our
efforts.  Iím particularly
encouraged to see so
many residents already

embracing this change,
choosing to walk, cycle,
or wheel their way to
school, work, or local
amenities.” 

Chief Executive of
Wicklow County Council,
Emer O’Gorman, high-
lighted the importance of
ongoing investment in
Active Travel initiatives,
stating ìI warmly wel-
come this crucial funding
from the NTA, which will
enable our Active Travel
team to advance the deliv-
ery of key projects
throughout the County.
The Bray DART
Interchange project,
which has been allocated
significant funding, is a
major initiative for
Wicklow County Council,
with completion expected

by March/April 2025.
This project will provide a
high-quality public realm
interchange, seamlessly
linking walking, cycling,
taxi, bus, and rail services
at Bray Train Station.  We
look forward to the posi-
tive impact this scheme
will have on enhancing
pedestrian safety and
accessibility in this busy
and vital area.”

Joe Lane, Director of
Services for Trans-
portation and Infra-
structure Delivery at
Wicklow County Council
acknowledged the vital
role of the Department of
Transport and the NTA in
supporting these initia-
tives, saying “We are
grateful for the continued
investment in Wicklow,

which is instrumental in
progressing 30 schemes
across the Bray, Arklow,
Wicklow, Baltinglass, and
Greystones Municipal
Districts. Notable, 8
schools in the county will
benefit from the Safe
Routes to School
Programme.  Ensuring the
safety and well-being of
our children is a top prior-
ity, and this funding will
help create safer, less con-
gested environments out-
side schools, benefiting
not just the students and
their parents, but also the
wider community."

For further information
on the complete list of
schemes receiving Active
Travel funding, please
visit https://www.wick-
low.ie/Active-Travel.

Recently finished Scheme at Arklow Road South R772.

Roundabout at the recently finished scheme at Arklow Road South R772.

Daisie Summer and Poppie Rose Cullen Dunne at the 2024 Wicklow Adult Camogie Awards  in
Jacob's Well, Rathdrum. 

Bray tackles traffic issues
with new committee

Cathaoirleach of Bray Municipal District (MD), Sinn Fein Councillor Dermot 'Daisy'
O'Brien, has announced the establishment of a new committee dedicated to addressing
Bray’s growing traffic and transport challenges.

The decision follows extensive lobbying and community
engagement, including a deputation by the Alliance of Bray
Residents Associations to the Bray MD Council last October.
Councillor O’Brien initiated discussions with Council officials,
who responded positively, paving the way for this new initiative.
The committeeís Terms of Reference will be drafted in collabora-
tion with Bray’s eight Councillors and presented at the next
Council meeting for approval.

“This is a significant step forward for Bray,” said Cllr
O’Brien.”There’s no doubt that traffic and transport issues are
deeply impacting our town, and every projection shows the situa-
tion will worsen if we don’t act now. The incredible engagement
from the community has inspired this initiative, challenging the
Council to step up and play its part. With support from Council
officials in Bray and Wicklow, the commitment of local
Councillors, and the input of key stakeholders, Iím confident we
can find proactive and productive solutionsóboth in the short and
long term.” 

Residents can expect regular updates as the committee begins its
work, ensuring a collaborative approach that reflects the communi-
tyís needs and priorities.

Cllr Dermot ‘Daisy’ O’Brien. 

ARMY RIFLE RANGES 

WARNING
If you are walking in the countryside

do not walk onto any of the

Military Firing Ranges

as you could be in

GREAT DANGER

at all times from unexploded shells and

other dangerous ammunition 

RED FLAGS indicate LIVE FIRING

Watch out for the warning signs  

AND TAKE CARE!

RAONTA RAIDHFILÍ AN AIRM 

FOLÁIREAMH
Má bhíonn tú ag siúl faoin tuath, 

ná siúil isteach i gceann ar bith de na 
Raonta Lámhaigh Míleata 
mar d’fhéadfá a bheith i

nDEARG-BHAOL
i gcónaí de bharr sliogáin 

neamhphléasctha agus armlón 
contúirteach eile 

Is ionann BRATACHA DEARGA 
agus BEO-LÁMHACH

Bí ag faire do na comharthaí foláirimh  
AGUS BÍ AR d’AIRDEALL!
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VALENT
Dining Table 2.1M

WAS €1395  NOW €1095

CLOUD
2 Seater Power Recliner Sofa
WAS €1945  NOW €995

KAMALA 
1.8M Dining Table & Anna Chair x 6

WAS €1493 NOW € 699

STORM 
3 Seater Power Recliner Sofa

WAS €1795  NOW €1195
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LAYLA
4ft6 Bedframe

WAS €595
NOW €445

ZEPHYR
Modular Corner Sofa

WAS €3895  NOW €1495

VICTORIA
5ft Bed Frame

WAS €945  NOW €699

HUGO 
5 Piece Sectional Corner

WAS €2495  NOW €1845

Ask about our
Interest free credit

available with
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Evelyn Ullrich with Kate Marie and Colleen Clune at the 2024 Wicklow Adult Camogie Awards
in Jacob's Well, Rathdrum.

‘We are not impressed’ 
Disability campaign group says the 'Programme for Government

denies human rights and equality for disabled people and older people’ 

Spokespoerson for the
group Dr Margaret
Kennedy from Greystones
says “In one nifty sleight
of hand the government
intended to abandon all
duty of care and all human
rights for disabled, sick
and older people. We felt
this was an ageist and
ableist direction against all
our human rights. We
fought against the referen-
dum proposal vigorously
and successfully. 

"The voting public
understood our position.
The referendum was
defeated We believed then,
and still do, that all politi-
cal action should be
focused  on human rights
and equality. Following the
referendum we disbanded
and went back to our origi-
nal causes of work. We
now reconvene for the
very purpose that 
we founded 'Equality, Not
Care'. The new -
Government in their
'Programme for Action'
have retreated back into
the 'care model' for dis-
abled, sick and older peo-
ple, thus replicating what
they did prior to the refer-
endum. They learnt no
lessons, ignored our per-
spective, our wishes for
'equality, not care'. The
Programme of Gov-
ernment document puts
'disability' (we are in fact,
'disabled people') under a
section entitled 'a  Caring
society'. It would have
been far more helpful to
put this chapter heading as;
'creating a more just and
equal society for disabled
and elderly citizens'. It is
clear to us that the
Government are deliber-
ately not using a human
rights perspective or an
equality perspective, in
order to deny us those
rights.

"Our real concerns;The
Model of ‘caring’, just as a
model of childhood, con-
vey to society, messages
that those who have
impairments or illnesses or
are older, automatically
need ‘caring’ for.

“This leads to a loss of
independence, autonomy,
agency, self-respect, confi-
dence, and competence.
and the right to a personal
belief or decision making
of the disabled person or
older person. This is a
deliberate attempt by the
government to not give
independence to disabled
people or older people.
Not to locate power within
these groups. 

“This is a control mech-
anism also, just as the dis-
ability community and the
elderly community are
becoming more powerful. 

“We have argued for a
change of framework,
ethos, to one of ‘Rights
and Equality’, a social
model perspective.This is
precisely what the

‘Equality not Care’ protest
group during the last refer-
endum was fighting for.
The government tried to
portray and enshrine with-
in the Constitution, that
families would ‘look
after’, ‘care for’ disabled
and older people. In doing
this, the government would
be relieved of any duty to
support Disabled or older
people.

“Luckily, the country
saw what they were trying
to do.The government pro-
poses to retain the Cabinet
Committee on Children,
Disability (people is omit-
ted thus objectifying us)
and Education. Even
though the Guidance states
that there will be a ‘Whole
of government’ approach.
We presume that means
that all government
Departments will tackle
issues around disability.
That all proposed
Legislations and any
Policy Decisions in other
departments will have to
relate to and include
Disabled people.

“Placing adult and older
disabled people within
education and Children in
the Cabinet committee is
demeaning and humiliat-
ing. The juxtaposition sug-
gests that we are to be
viewed as children and not
in our own right as adults.
Furthermore, there is no
guarantee that there will be
an equal balance of atten-
tion for each group when
this committee meets.

“We are seriously con-
cerned that if the
Government do not under-
stand that we are asking
for a human rights and
equality perspective, a
social model perspective
rather than a ‘caring’ and
‘child-focused’ perspec-
tive, which is the slant 
of the ‘Programme for
Government’, then dis-
abled people and older
people will not be fully
served.We will continue to
languish under a patronis-
ing, ableist and ageist
Government regime.We
have other concerns.

“The government say
they will ‘prioritise the
publication and fund a new
national disability strategy
with enhanced political
oversight to ensure the
delivery of the strategy.
Also a national implemen-
tation and monitoring
Commission:  a new
national disability strategy;
enhanced political over-
sight; a national imple-
mentation and monitoring
Commission’. 

“All this seems to us to
be more committee work,
as documents of policy and
procedure have to be writ-
ten before implemented,
which will take an enor-
mous amount of time
given the way the Irish
government works.
Furthermore create a cache

of funds diverted from pro-
vision.There is no mention
of who will be on these
particular committees, or
how the work will be done.
Or even what they have in
mind.

“There's no guidance on
how this department will
operate. There is no guid-
ance on the age banding
and remit of this depart-
ment. And we are assum-
ing that those who are over
65 and disabled will not be
included in this depart-
ment.

“We contend all dis-
abled people from 
cradle to grave should be
under one department.
Under a specific designat-
ed Minister for disabled
people .

As it stands all over 65
disabled people have to
move to the Elderly Care
Department whether they
wish to or not. This has
huge implications for
Mental health and activity
and provision of services. 

“We know from person-
al experience, that once
you reach 65, you lose a
great deal of benefits under
the disability remit and
become lost in a perspec-
tive of ‘looking after/being
cared for’ under elder care
remit. Services which are
designed within banding of
age should be abolished.
You are disabled at 64.
You are disabled at 65. The
issues are the same. aside
from acquired Injury and
impairments, those born
with Impairment will
remain disabled people for
life.

“The programme for
action says; ‘We will con-
sider the development of a
multi-annual approach for
disability services’.
‘Consider’ is a little bit
woolly in terms of practise
and procedures! A ‘let out’
clause.We are not entirely
sure what they mean by a
multiannual approach to
disability services? Could
they explain? They will
ensure; Implementation of
the ‘action plan for disabil-
ity services 2024-2026’.
How is this different from
the new national disability
strategy that they intend to
prioritise and fund. 

“The Programme for
Government is going to
‘explore’ the establishment
of a national safeguarding
body to ensure the health,
safety and welfare of vul-
nerable adults.

“Using the word
explore is outrageous. Like
‘consider’ used elsewhere,
it seems to be another ‘let
out clause’. Disabled
adults are four times more
likely to be abused than
non-disabled people. There
have been a great many
cases of adults being
abused in residential care,
hospitals and in care situa-
tions in their own homes. 

“Safeguarding legisla-

tion for ‘vulnerable’ people
is minimal and totally inef-
fective. There needs to be
specialised training in safe-
guarding work with dis-
abled people and older
people. What to look out
for, how to spot abuse. and
how to act upon any alle-
gations of abuse or harm
of disabled or older per-
sons. It is clear victims do
report, equally clear staff
do not take note or respond
appropriately.

“How this new govern-
ment could put in the pro-
gramme for action that
they're only going to
explore and not take
Definitive action to safe-
guard our vulnerable adult
population is mystifying.

“Are they still ‘explor-
ing’ the ‘Grace’ case?
Which Inquiry still hasn't
been Completed.
Indicative of shear con-
tempt for ‘Grace’, her fam-
ily and all disabled people
and older people?
Safeguarding surely comes
under human rights legis-
lation. 

“We are not impressed
by the stated plans for dis-
abled people and older
people. The government
disability plan is filled
with terms like ‘consider’,
‘work towards’ and
‘explore’. Reflecting inten-
tions rather than legal
guarantees. 

“A point further rein-
forced by the plan's
reliance on future strategy
reviews and consultations
Key areas such as health-
care, education, transport
lack binding timelines and
accountability mecha-
nisms. Critical gaps
include the absence of
statutory right to personal
assistants (PAs), enforce-
able timeline for transition-
ing from congregated set-
ting. And guaranteed
accessible transport.

“Disabled people's
repeated call for ‘cost of
living payments’ have
been refused time and time
again. This continues to
cause much hardship and
poverty for disabled peo-
ple.Promises like increased
personal assistance hours,
personal budgets and
expanded support for edu-
cation and employment
remain discretionary, not
rights based. 

“To truly empower dis-
abled and older people, the
plan must shift to a rights
based framework with
enforcement legislation,
measurable targets and
independent monitoring
bodies. Ultimately, dignity
and equality for disabled
and older  people require
concrete rights, not vague
aspirations or deferred
commitments. 

“This government needs
to rethink the ‘disability’
section in the Programme
for action. As it is written,
it offends us greatly.” 

'Equality, Not Care', was a campaign group founded in February 2024 when activists noticed
the government intended to change the constitution to enshrine that carers would be, by con-
stitutional mandate, the family members of those who are disabled, sick or elderly. 

Recycled:
• Screened Soil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Soil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com
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Alison and Lorna McCormack at Sean Kavanagh's Portrait Exhibition in recently in Wicklow
Library. 

Extension to closure of
Varty Upper Reservoir

walking trails
Uisce Eireann is continuing to work with Dublin City Council to remove a significant number
of fallen trees in Varty Reservoir Woodland areas following the impact of high winds from
Storm Darragh in December 2024.

Fallen trees have
blocked the main access
points to the Upper
Vartry Reservoir Park
and Dam. A significant
number of trees are also
partially uprooted and at
a heightened risk of
falling. 

Uisce Eireann, work-
ing with Dublin City
Council ,  mobilised a
contractor to clear all

uprooted trees, undertake
a risk assessment of
remaining trees,  and
remove additional trees
which may pose a risk to
the public. Large accu-
mulations of snowfall
during the cold snap in
early January has
delayed tree clearance
works, as we temporarily
stood down works to pri-
orit ise the safety of

crews on site.
We are appealing to

the public to avoid the
Vartry Upper Reservoir
Park and surrounding
areas until  works to
ensure the area is safe are
complete.  All  public
walking trails  in and
around the park will be
closed until the end of
February 2025. 

In the interest of pub-

lic safety, the following
areas will continue to be
closed to the public:
• Vartry Upper Reservoir
Park - Vartry Upper Dam
Crest
• Roundwood Reservoir -
Upper Vartry Trail
• Vartry Upper Reservoir
-  Car Park and Layby
along R765
• Vartry Upper -
Woodland Trail 
•  Vartry Upper ñ
Roundwood Reservoir
Woodpecker Trail
• All woodland walking
trails  in and around
Vartry Upper Reservoir. 

Uisce Eireann said
“we acknowledge the
inconvenience that these
closures may cause and
appreciate the communi-
tyís understanding and
cooperation as we priori-
tise public safety and the
safety of our contractors.
We will continue to mon-
itor the situation and pro-
vide updates when avail-
able. We would like to
thank Wicklow County
Council and Dublin City
Council for their support
with the ongoing clean-
up efforts at the Vartry
Upper Reservoir.”

Vartry. 
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Majority of SEAI grants for 2024 only
involved 'shallow' retrofits in homes 

Deputy Whitmore, who is the
party's spokesperson on climate
action, said: “While the
Sustainable Energy Authority of
Ireland (SEAI) paid out €420

million to assist households with
home energy upgrades last year,
it is concerning to note that the
majority of work only involved
so-called 'shallow' retrofits.

“Of the 54,000 homes that
availed of SEAI grants, just
22,000 - or 40 per cent -
achieved a B2 rating or higher.
As this rating is considered the

benchmark for optimum energy
performance, this figure is disap-
pointing. Only one out of every
15 upgrade projects included a
switch from oil or gas systems to
a heat pump, a key retrofit mea-
sure in improving a home's ener-
gy efficiency. 

“The figures highlight the

scale of the challenge ahead for
the incoming government.
When the National Retrofitting
Scheme was first launched in
February 2022, a target of
500,000 home energy upgrades
to B2 BER by 2030 was set.

“However, based on the latest
data from the SEAI, we are way

off course if we still want to
achieve the original retrofitting
goals. Given that the new gov-
ernment will be relying on the
support of a number of climate-
sceptic Independent TDs, it is
crucial that these targets are not
quietly revised downwards dur-
ing the next administration.”

The incoming government has a mountain to climb if it is to achieve the original
objective of retrofitting half a million homes to B2 Building Energy Rating (BER)
standard by 2030, according to Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore.

Jennifer Whitmore TD
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ReWild Wicklow volunteers
help to remove invasive

species at Altidore Castle

ReWild Wicklow Chairperson Danny Alvey with Philip Emmet and volunteers Jen Huang and Niamh
Malin.

Local environmental charity ReWild Wicklow had their highest ever turnout for a volunteer
event with 45 attendees on Saturday 18th January at Altidore Castle and Demesne. They were
there to help the Emmet family, owners of Altidore Castle, to clear the invasive shrub cherry
laurel from the ancient woodland in their glen. 

This plant is a grow-
ing issue in Ireland as it
i s  spreading  rap id ly
through all our wood-
lands, especially along
watercourses. It is origi-
nally from Asia and is
used here in ornamental
hedging. However when
established in our native
woodlands  i t ' s  th ick
glossy, evergreen leaves
block out the sun and
suppress growth around
it. It spreads through its
roots, which also con-
tain a poison, and left
unchecked  i t  i s  now
starting to destroy large
areas  of  woodland  in
Wicklow.

“Our volunteers have
been really keen to fight
back against the spread
of  cher ry  laure l  for
quite some time,” said
ReWild Wicklow chair-
person  Danny Alvey
after the event. “We've

been  hoping  to  work
with a partner on a pro-
ject to tackle it and so
we were  de l igh ted  to
partner with the Emmet
fami ly  a t  Al t idore
Castle. Our volunteers
spent the morning cut-
ting back the laurel in
three  main  a reas  and
dragging  a l l  o f  the
branches and leaves out
of the woodland - it was
tough but  rewarding
work to see large areas
of woodland opened up
to  the  l igh t  aga in .
Especially considering
the woodland here is a
ra re  f ragment  of  our
once great ancient oak
forest in Wicklow.” 

Altidore Castle is a
200 acre estate that has
been organic since 1994
and it contains a fifteen
hec tare  g len  tha t  has
been in  woodland for
many centur ies ,  i t  i s

featured on the list of
Ancient  and  Long
Established Woodlands
compi led  by  ESRI
Ireland. It has unusual
bryophytes  such  as
Dumortier's Liverwort,
Al t idore  i s  the  only
place in Wicklow this is
cur ren t ly  found.  The
river that runs through
this woodland has been
designated a "Blue Dot"
high quality status river.
There  a re  a l so  three
native woodland plant-
ings  which  are  now
approaching maturity,
having  been  p lan ted
eighteen years ago. The
cast le  opens as a his-
toric house to the public
and the owners also run
var ious  b iodivers i ty
events as well as a for-
es t  school  separa te ly
being based there.

Philip Emmet, owner
of Altidore Castle, said

“The laurel has been a
pervas ive  problem a t
Al t idore .  We were  a
f ina l i s t  for  the  RDS
Nat ive  Woodland
Conservation prize last
year but the judges did
note that we had a lot of
laurel in our long estab-
lished or ancient wood-
land. It's fantastic to see
so many people coming
together  on  a  pro jec t
like this and to see such
quick results in only a
morning.”

Thomas Emmet, his
son said “It's great to be
working with  ReWild
Wicklow, which do such
fantas t ic  work across
the county. Their values
rea l ly  a l ign  wi th  the
work we do at Altidore
preserving existing bio-
diversity and educating
people about their role
in nature. We can't wait
to  work  wi th  them

again.”
ReWild Wicklow will

be returning to do more
volunteer  work  a t

Al t idore  Cas t le  and
have  volunteer  days
every weekend across
the whole county doing

tree planting, invasive
c lear ing ,  pea t land
restoration and working
in their native tree nurs-

ery.  You can f ind out
more and join the vol-
unteer  l i s t  a t  rewi ld-
wicklow.ie. 

Greystones Cove awarded
designated bathing area status 

"Fol lowing  many  rep resen ta t ions  to  the
Council, I finally received news that The Cove
has been classified as an identified ( designated)
bathing water. This follows several years of water
quality testing and is great news for all the peo-
ple that swim there. The popularity of The Cove

as a place to swim has grown hugely over the
years. and it 's only right that this much loved
beach is awarded officIal status. This now means
that the Council must continue water testing here
over the bathing season form June to September.
I t  a lso  means that  the  Counci l  must  provide

details of actions taken if pollution occurs and
outline risks of pollution to the area. Following
recent bathing restrictions, these steps are very
welcome in helping provide safe, clean water for
the benefi t  of  people and environment al ike.
Another benefit of this classification is that The
Cove will be monitored for safety and any issues
that swimmers have should be reported to the
Local Authority. Overall this is good news for
Greystones swimming community, many of who
have been advocating for this classification for
years."

Greystones Councillor Lourda Scott has welcomed news that The Cove has been awarded the
status of being identified as a designated bathing area. This is in addition to the South Beach
Greystones which was successful in retaining it's Blue Flag status in 2024. Local authorities
must identify official bathing areas in their area every year so that they can be monitored for
safety, water quality and their level of use. 

Cllr Lourda Scott. 
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First Look at Wicklow film 'Seven
Moments in Time' as trailer is released
A heartfelt exploration of generational connection by local filmmaker Dave Thomas

Acclaimed filmmaker Dave Thomas unveils the first look at his upcoming short film, Seven
Moments in Time, a poignant exploration of the generational divide and the profound connec-
tions that can blossom in unexpected places. Set to captivate audiences with its heartfelt nar-
rative, the film beautifully contrasts the wisdom of age with the vibrancy of youth.

Seven Moments in
Time tells the story of an
elderly man who finds
solace in his weekly ritual
on a park bench. His rou-
tine is interrupted by a
spirited teenager, who
embodies the energy and
innovation of the younger
generation. Initially, their
interactions are fraught
with misunderstandings,

highlighting the cultural
and lifestyle barriers that
separate them. The young
man's attempt to share his
rap song - a modern cre-
ation filled with contem-
porary referencesóonly
serves to deepen the con-
fusion, accentuating the
gap between their worlds.

As the film unfolds
over seven pivotal

moments, the characters
begin to bridge their dif-
ferences through simple
yet meaningful gestures.
A shared sandwich, a sip
of tea, and a light-hearted
joke transform their rela-
tionship, showcasing the
universal human experi-
ences of connection, shar-
ing, and laughter. These
moments reveal that

Seven Moments in Time Director Dave Thomas goes through the script with
actor Pat Nolan.

despite their generational
differences, both charac-
ters share an intrinsic
need for companionship
and understanding.

The film challenges
audiences to recognize
that meaningful interac-
tions, though sometimes
fleeting, can have a last-
ing impact.

Seven Moments in
Time advocates for
empathy and understand-
ing, encouraging society
to foster deeper connec-
tions between genera-
tions. With its heartfelt
narrative and relatable
characters, the film
promises to resonate with
viewers of all ages.

Dave Thomas, known
for his thoughtful story-
telling and keen insight
into human relationships,
brings his signature touch
to this exploration of age,
connection, and the
moments that define us.

The film has been sub-
mitted to several Oscar
Qualifying national and
international festivals,
including the prestigious
Galway Film Fleadh. 

The film, written, pro-
duced and directed by
Dave Thomas, stars well
known actor from stage
and screen Pat Nolan,
along with rising star
Daniel Ryan. The film
also features support-

Seven Moments in Time Director Dave Thomas goes through the scene on set with actor Michael
O'Mara.

ing performances from 
Rúisín Bohan and Michael
O'Mara.

Shot in Arklow town,
Woodenbridge and at
Woodenbridge Hotel and
Lodge, the film was made
possible thanks to many
generous people who
donated through a 

GoFundMe campaign,
along with a donation
from Arklow Municipal
District, TJ 

O'Mahony, Donut
Express Ireland, Unique
cafÈ, Woodenbridge
Hotel and Lodge to name
a few. "Thanks to the gen-
erosity of so many peo-
ple, I was able to get this
film made," says Dave
Thomas. "I 've put my
own savings into the film
too, because I wanted to
make a quality film that
would tell a very impor-
tant story while showcas-

ing Arklow and County
Wicklow to a global audi-
ence.

"I had a wonderful cast
and crew, who worked
extremely hard bringing
their A-game to the entire
production", says Dave.
The film was produced by
Dave for his film produc-
tion company Bella
Vision Ltd., trading as
Dave Thomas Films,
based in Arklow. 

The trailer is now
available at Dave Thomas
Films YouTube Channel
and Vimeo.

As the film gears up
for its festival circuit,
Dave hopes for official
selections that will allow
Seven Moments in Time
to reach audiences world-
wide, fostering discus-
sions about empathy and
the importance of bridg-
ing generational gaps.

Choreographer Aishling Minogue and singing teacher Karla Tracey with the group who took part in the Wicked Workshop in St. Mary's Hall, Arklow. 
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Adam Gibney - Cybernetic
Reorientations of Being: NOVA

Showing at the Mermaid Arts Centre until 8th February 11am to 4pm Monday to
Saturday. 11am to 8pm on evenings when there is an event in the auditorium

An array of softly sighing, whirring objects sit in a neat grid on the gallery floor. Drawing power from the weak winter
sun through a set of solar panels placed on the roof of Mermaid Arts Centre, these units form a kind of semi-sentient
being responding to the surrounding environment.

Conceived by artist
Adam Gibney, this new
commission explores self-
replicating systems. A
touchstone is research in
the context of rapidly
expanding AI systems,
referencing Cambridge
mathematician John
Conway's Game of Life
(1971), a grid of cells that
can thrive or die depend-
ing on a set of rules
imposed by the player. A
cellular automata of sorts,
as a kind of artificial
intelligence it uses very
simple rules to replicate
early life systems.

The prospect of fully
autonomous machines
poses questions and
conundrums in common
the philosophical theory
humanist dualism, a pre-
dominantly Western
understanding that posits
a separation between the
mind and the body, the 'I'
and the 'other ' .  This
notion of a separated
thinking is proposed as
existing in both comput-
ers and human bodies. 

Gibney explains, “My
interest lies in re-orient-
ing notions of intelli-
gence, both artificial and

natural,  beyond these
human-centric and dual-
istic understandings,
towards a more integrat-
ed and holistic perspec-
tive.”

Through a practice that
spans electronics, coding,
digital fabrication and
sound to explore mean-
ings of reality, Gibney
often devises immersive
installations that react
and are activated through
audience or environmen-
tal interaction.

In this new installa-
tion, each unit exists in
an equilibrium with its

peers, sharing and storing
solar energy through an
interconnected battery
system. The units
respond collectively, cre-
ating a decentralized net-
work of intelligence, a
miniature data centre, a
distributed consciousness
that invites us to com-
mune with the ghost in
the machine.

Biography
Adam Gibney is an

interdisciplinary artist
with numerous awards
that include the Aileen
MacKeogh Award, the

Siamsa Tíre Emerging
Artist Award, the IMOCA
graduate residency award,
and the Arts Council
Visual Arts Bursary
award. His solo exhibi-
tions include Can you
breathe for me? (Oonagh
Young Gallery, Dublin,
2021 and The Dock,
2022), Projective Verse 9:
Deep Breadths (Daegu
Foundation of Culture,
South Korea, 2017) and
Euclid, I miss you…(Art-
box, Dublin, 2016). Other
notable exhibitions inc-
lude I am sitting in a room
(Solstice Arts Centre,

Navan, 2022), Embracing
(The Lab Gallery, Dublin
2022), Scaffold (The
Bomb Factory, London,
2019), The Voyage (CB1
Gallery, Los Angeles,
2016) and Futures (Royal
Hibernian Academy,
Dublin, 2014). In 2016,
Adam represented Ireland
in the V Moscow
Biennale for Young Art -
Deep Inside.

In 2019, Adam lau-
nched his first public 

art project, Your Seedling
Language, in St.
Catherine's School, Rush,
Co. Dublin. He was com-
missioned to create a
temporary public art pro-
ject for Graft, a project
curated by both the
Glucksman Gallery and
the National Sculpture
Factory and he is current-
ly working on a public art
project for Fingal County
Council.

Adam has recently

completed a practice-
based research master's
degree at the Tech-nolog-
ical University of Dublin.
Drawing on his interdisci-
plinary approach to tech-
nology in fine art, interac-
tion design, and emerging
media practices, he has
lectured at several 
universities, including the
Technological Uni-
versity of Dublin and 
The University of
Limerick.

YARN Story Circle in Bray

Catherine Brophy.

A Mermaid ‘offsite’ event, taking place upstairs in Btay Town Hall (enter by the door opposite the Credit Union).

Wednesday 5th February 7pm. Pay What You Can From €3. Age Suitability: 14+ years. Duration: 1 hour 15 mins approx

“Join us for a relaxed storytelling circle upstairs in the Town Hall. Our special guest teller Catherine Brophy will launch our monthly story-
telling story circle and then open to the floor. No pressure to tell - listeners welcome!”

The YARN Story Circle will take place on the
first Wednesday of the month from February to
June and then in September and October before
culminat ing in  a  Story  Swap a t  the  YARN
Storytelling Festival.

Catherine Brophy is a writer, story-teller and
broadcaster, she also facilitates workshops.She

leads a blameless life in Ireland but travels when-
ever she can. She's been rescued by a circus troupe
in Serbia, had breakfast with a Zambian chief, ate
camel stew in the Sahara, and was kicked by a
horse on the Mexican plain. Yeah…she has a cou-
ple of stories to tell.

Catherine's stories often humorous. She tells a

wide variety of stories: Fairy stories, ghost stories,
myth and legend, folk stories, travel and personal
stories. The choice depends on the audience.She
has performed and facilitated workshops at festi-
vals, in public libraries, the Abbey Theatre and at
story venues in Germany, Poland, Netherlands,
U.S. and Denmark and Scotland.

‘WHAT I WANT TO DRAW’
An Exhibition by Primary School Students of Bray

&
‘WHAT I WANT TO SAY’

An Exhibition by Secondary School Students of Bray

Signal Arts Centre is delighted to have the opportunity to showcase some of the fantastic
talent of our local school student artists.

Signal Arts Centre is delighted to have
the opportunity to showcase some of the
fantastic talent of our local school student
artists.

Last year saw the first Bray Schools Art
Exhibition in Signal incorporating both
primary and secondary school students
work together in a single two week exhi-
bition. This year we are having two sepa-
rate one week exhibitions to allow for a
larger selection of work to be shown.

Week one showcases the primary
schools students exhibition ''What I Want
to Draw'' from Tuesday January 21st to
Saturday January 25th.

Week two is the secondary schools stu-
dents exhibition ''What I Want to Say''
from Tuesday January 28th to Sat 1st
February. The opening is on Wednesday
Jan 29th from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm. The
exhibitions incorporate monochrome
works in a range of media and content as
chosen by the students.

The Primary schools participating are:
St. Peters, Ravenswell, St Kierans, Bray
School Project and St. Andrews.

Secondary Schools are: St. Kilians,
Woodbrook College, Presentation
College,  Loretto and Educate Together. 
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SSE Renewables supports Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club's
Youth Angling Programme for a fifth consecutive year

Leading renewable energy owner, operator, and developer SSE
Renewables, supports Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club's Youth

Coaching Programme for a fifth year.

Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club members gathered for the annual awards ceremony in the
Bridge Tavern function room, Wicklow Town on Saturday night, 18th January to recognise
and celebrate this year's awardees in both junior and senior competition categories.

SSE Renewables,
through its Arklow Bank
Wind Park 2 Sponsorship
Fund, supported the
Youth Angling Coaching
programme awards for a
fifth consecutive year
with Deirdre Keogh,
Community Engagement
Manager on hand, to pre-
sent this year's youth
awards.

Kit Dunne, Club
Secretary, acknowledged
the Club's appreciation to
SSE Renewables for its
consistent support in
sponsoring the Youth
Angling Coaching Pro-
gramme.  He commented,
“Angling is a sport which
allows young people to
participate in outdoor
activities and shine.  It
offers important learning
opportunities about con-
servation, sea safety and
builds an appreciation of
the marine environment.
It's a skilled sport that can
be developed and under-
taken throughout life.
We're very proud of all
our youth members and
tonight is a recognition of
their hard work and com-
mitment to the skills
needed to become great
anglers. We hope to con-
tinue to grow the Club in
the coming year and are
always open to new
members of all ages and
experience”.

Deirdre Keogh,
Community Engagement
Manager, SSE Ren-
ewables presented the
youth awards. She said:
“SSE Renewables is
delighted to support
Wicklow Bay Sea
Angling Club's Youth
Coaching programme and
awards again.  The Club
offers an important oppor-

Treasurer of the Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club Jerry Dixon and Deirdre Keogh from SSE Renewables
presenting Paddy Kenny with his prize.  

Treasurer of the Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club Jerry Dixon and Deirdre Keogh from SSE Renewables
presenting Peter McDevitt with his prize.  

tunity for young people to
participate in a maritime
sport which facilitates
important skills' develop-
ment at an individual
level, but also allows the
feeling of being part of
both a team and a club.
Our Arklow Bank Wind

Park 2 Sponsorship Fund
has supported several
marine-based clubs and
projects along our devel-
opment site from
Wicklow southwards to
Arklow and Courtown,
Co. Wexford, and
Wicklow Bay Sea

Angling Club's youth pro-
gramme, fits well with
our Sponsorship Fund's
criteria. We look forward
to continuing the positive
relationship built over
past few years with the
Club as 2025 progresses”.

For information about

Wicklow Bay Sea Angling
Club or if you're interested
in getting involved, con-
tact dunnekit@gmail.com

For details on the SSE
Renewables Arklow Bank
2 Sponsorship Fund con-
tactdeirdre.keogh@sse.
com

Secretary of the Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club Kitt Dunne, Treasurer Jerry Dixon and Deirdre Keogh
from SSE Renewables with the prize winners at the Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Awards in the Bridge
Tavern, Wicklow Town. 

Secretary of the Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club Kitt Dunne and Deirdre
Keogh from SSE Renewables presenting Morgan Delahunt with his prize.  

Secretary of the Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club Kitt Dunne and Deirdre
Keogh from SSE Renewables presenting Oisin Dunne with his prize.  

Secretary of the Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club Kitt Dunne, Treasurer Jerry Dixon and Deirdre Keogh
from SSE Renewables presenting Sam Jayden Hubbard with his prize.  
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Making a will is one of the most important
decisions that anyone will ever make

Will Them Well 
A will guarantees that appropriate arrangements are made for your family and friends, and
your assets are allocated according to your preferences after your passing, considering certain
rights and conditions. 

The Community Fou-
ndation for Ireland says
Legacies, either in a will
or a ' letter of wishes',
offer  an opportuni ty  
for people to continue
contributing to causes
which they are passion-
ate  about  to  ensure
future generations will
l ive in  thr iving local
communities.

The Foundat ion,
which works with over
5,000 voluntary, com-
munity and charitable
groups across the coun-
try and has distributed
almost €100 Million in
donations in the past 22-
years, believes the full
potential of legacies has
not been reached and is
seeking to  increase

awareness.
People who wish to

leave a gif t  are  being
invited to support The
Community Foundation
which will ensure future
support goes where the
need is greatest but with
a particular focus in four
areas: 

Empowering Gen-
erations, an opportunity

to support people across
all age groups whether
strengthening young
voices or standing up for
the rights of older per-
sons.

Inclusive Comm-
unities, ensuring equali-
ty for all by leaving a
gif t  for  our  migrant ,
Traveller or LBTI+ com-
munities and others who
are too often left on the
sidel ines  or  brushed
aside.

Accelerating Change,
which supports ground-
breaking work across a
range of issues like pro-
moting cross-border
civil society partnerships
or  shaping nat ional
debates on issues like
poverty by supporting
world-class research.

Sustainable Futures,
which facilitates donors
who want to be part of
the response to  the
biggest challenges of our
t ime,  the cl imate  and
biodiversity emergen-
cies.

Denise Charl ton,
Chief Executive of The
Community Foundation
for Ireland says:
"Making a will, putting
affairs in order and plan-
ning for  the future is
something all of us have
a habit of putting on the
long f inger.  Taking
action now not only pre-
vents future uncertainty
and confusion in families
but also is an opportuni-

ty to show your intention
to continue to support
causes which you have
held dear throughout
your life. Many of those
causes can in communi-
ties in Wicklow and a
legacy can ensure they
thrive into the future for
the benefi t  of  your
younger loved ones.

"There are options. A
legacy can be part of a
will, however if you are
not yet ready to take that
step it can also be in the
form of a  Let ter  of
Wishes. 

A will is a formal legal
document which appoints
executors to administer

your estate and if you
wish to leave a gift to a
charity it will receive it
tax free. Your will should
be prepared by a solicitor
who will advise you of
the tax and legal implica-
tions of your decisions
and who will use your
outlined instructions to
draft your will. 

The Community
Foundation for Ireland
and its partners believe
in equality for all  in
thriving communities. 

"We work with indi-
viduals, families, corpo-
rates and other trusts and
foundations as well as
Government to translate

giving in the moment to
giving that is strategic,
sustainable and impact-
ful. We use our skills and
knowledge developed
over 22-years to help
donors turn aspirations
into effective invest-
ments.

"Since our establish-
ment, we have provided
in excess of €86m to
communities through
strategic investments.
Our Donors provide
leadership and support
across areas as diverse as
engaging communities
on climate action,
restorative justice for
young people,  human

rights as well as identify-
ing future priorit ies,
including support for all-
island civic society
engagement.

"We have a dedicated
and committed team;
they have extensive
experience of grant-mak-
ing from working with
over 5,000 non-profit
organisations at a nation-
al ,  regional and local
level throughout Ireland
and overseas. With over
1,800 community foun-
dations globally,  the
community foundation
model is  proven and
effective model for social
change." 

Martin Hennesy of Hennessy's Hardware in Blessington with Sinead Sweeney of AIB Blessington
at the Wicklow Retail Seminar in the Brockagh Centre, Laragh. 

Brian Robinson 
B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

State Solicitor

Eil ish Bradshaw 
B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Ciara O’Sull ivan 
B.B.L.S., (Euro)

Hannah Stockwell-Quinn 
B.C.L., L.L.M.

Peter McQuil lan
B.A. (Mod) Leg Sc TCD

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

24A Florence Road,
Bray,
Co. Wicklow.

Tel: 01 276 1330 
E-mail: info@benvillerobinson.ie
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie 

It’s never too early to plan ahead 
and give yourself peace of mind 

for the future.

Contact us today for information 
about making a Will on 01 276 1330

MAKING A WILL
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Wicklow teen contributes 
to important debates 

surrounding drug dependency

Erin Mills with her Project Breaking the Cycle. 

Erin Mills, a TY student from St. Mary's Arklow Secondary School, was awarded for her remarkable project, which
investigates the effects of drug addictions and dependencies stemming from medications provided by the healthcare
system, during the Scifest@Teen-Turn event held in IBM, Dublin.

Through extensive research
and analysis alongside her stud-
ies, the final result culminated in
a website that educates audi-
ences on drug dependencies. The
idea for the project, entitled
'Breaking the cycle: Evaluating
the investment in non-addictive
alternatives to current medica-
tions', came from seeking a way
to help those struggling with
opioid addictions and further-
more attempting to find a solu-
tion to drug addiction issues. 

When asked what Erin is most
proud about from working on the

project, she says "My final web-
site. I coded it from scratch and I
think it came out really good."

Teen-Turn, an Irish non-profit
organisation that provides teen
girls the opportunity to gain
hands-on STEM experience and
the support to acquire qualifica-
tions and jobs, provided Erin
with company mentors to assist
her with research, statistical
analysis, and computer program-
ming. Joanne English, Erin's
teacher says "Erin's idea devel-
oped over the 12 weeks through
working with the Teen-

Turn/Project Squad mentors.
Erin worked at a steady pace and
always kept on track with her
intended goals for the week. The
project squad mentors gave Erin
valuable feedback on all aspects
of her project."

Erin won 1st place in the
Senior Social Science Category
Winners and was awarded an
iPhone 16, with thanks to contri-
butions from BNY Mellon
towards Teen-Turn participants
undertaking enterprise and inno-
vation. She also qualified for BT
Young Scientist and had the

opportunity to present her pro-
ject to President Michael D.
Higgins at the BTYSTE exhibi-
tion in the RDS. Through Teen-
Turn's free afterschool pro-
grammes and activities such as
Project Squad, secondary school
students are informed on educa-
tion and career options, often
leading them to discover new
skills and interests. As more
girls explore and gain an interest
in STEM, this will lead to more
women earning STEM qualifica-
tions, thus leveling the playing
field.

Last call for early bird entry to Dare to Believe PEXpo '25
Alhough there's still plenty of time to finalise projects, schools
who register for the 11th annual  Dare to Believe PExpo '25
before Friday January 31st can still avail of the  15% off  'early
bird' entry fee. Dare to Believe PExpo '25  takes place on
Thursday April 10th, at the National Indoor Arena in
Abbottstown, Dublin and schools from all over the country have
already registered  their interest. 

The exhibition is well established as
a fun day out and after their projects
are assessed, students can mingle with
stars of the Irish Olympic team,  and
try out a variety of sports, courtesy of
School Fitness Ireland, Orienteering
Ireland, HerMoves, Bar Monkey
Calisthenics, Hockey Ireland, Target
Shooting Ireland, Volleyball Ireland,
Judo Ireland, Boxing Ireland, Pitch and
Putt Ireland and The Kick Company.

A high standard of project covering
a wide variety of topics is expected. At
last year's PExpo, when entries came
from all four provinces and Northern
Ireland for the first time, Aoife
OíKeefe, Molly Collins and, Faithleann
Sommers from St Brigid's Presentation
School, Killarney took the top senior
award for 'Sport Behind Bars' their

comprehensive study of the beneficial
effect of sport on prisoners.

Other notable projects last year
included  'Escape the Vape - Effects of
Vaping on Young Lungs', 'Strikesock
360', 'Oppression in Sport (a History)',
'Toxic Positivity in Sport', 'From the
Crossroads to Croke Park',  'Own your
Cycle, Own your Game', 'Biobanding
and Promoting Athlete Development',
and 'Breaking Point - Unravelling
Stress in Sports'.  A significent number
of projects dealt with the problems
faced by women and girls who wish to
take up sport and keep fit. 

Full details on how to  register pro-
jects are available at www.pexpoire-
land.com, or via the @PExpoIreland
Instagram account. Final date for
entries is  February 14th, 2025.

Schools concerned over use of
nicotine patches among students
The new government must urgently act to halt the worrying use of nicotine pouches by sec-
ondary school students, according to Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore.

“It has been reported today that an increasing number of schools
have been sending notices to parents to highlight the ongoing use of
these products in classrooms. This follows calls from the National
Association of Principals and Deputy Principals for the HSE to issue
a health advisory notice on nicotine pouches.

“Apart from the health implications of these pouches, there is now
growing concern that nicotine dependency is causing some students to
become irritable at school.

“These pouches come in the form of small bags and contain highly
addictive nicotine, among other ingredients. The product is placed
under the user's lip and up against the gum, making it very difficult
for teachers to detect.

“While these pouches are cynically branded as a safer alternative to
smoking, in reality they should be viewed as a gateway to lifelong
nicotine dependency.

“In recent years we have seen welcome restrictions on the sale of
vaping products and e-cigarettes to under-18s, as well as legislation to
ban disposable vapes and increase the minimum legal smoking age to
21.

“Yet, bizarrely, the outgoing Minister for Health failed to regulate
the sale of nicotine pouches in tandem with these other measures.

“The new government must not be so complacent about this grow-
ing threat to the health and wellbeing of our young people. I will con-
tinue to raise this important public health issue with the incoming
minister to ensure that school principals' concerns are listened to and
acted upon.”

Jennifer Whitmore TD. 

Knowledge seekers sought for
2025 Credit Union Schools Quiz

The Irish League of Credit Unions (ILCU) has announced the launch of the 2025 Credit
Union Schools Quiz with children from primary schools across Ireland encouraged to par-
ticipate.

The Schools Quiz,
which attracts more than
25,000 participating stu-
dents each year, is the
largest competition of
its type in Ireland. Run
over three stages
between the months of
January to April ,  the
competition culminates
in a national final in
the RDS Dublin on
Sunday 6th April 2025.

Winners from the
regional rounds will
progress to the final
where 100 teams will
compete for the title of
champions, with a
prize fund of Ä4,000 to
be shared among the
competition category
finalists and winners.

The competition is
divided by age group
into two categories.
Competition A is cate-
gorised for entrants
under 11 years of age
and Competition B is
for children under 13
years of age. A prize of

Ä1,250 is up for grabs
for the prevailing teams
of each category for
their schools, with the
runners up receiving
€750 for their school.
Prizes will  also be
awarded to teams at the
local and regional

finals.
Schools should con-

tact their local credit
union to see if they are
participating in the
Quiz. Additional infor-
mation on the Schools
Quiz is available at
creditunion.ie.
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'Desert Bonds - A Father &
Son's Middle East Odyssey'

New book offers unique perspective on 
Middle East amidst ongoing conflict

In a world grappling with ongoing tensions in the Middle East, a new book offers a timely and personal perspective on
the region. The book ‘Desert Bonds - A Father & Son's Middle East Odyssey’ has been written by by Dermod and
Denis Dwyer. Dermod is Chairman of Powerscourt Estate & Gardens and co-founded the Caroline Foundation for
Cancer Research. Denis is a film producer  who has workjed on award-winning documentaries ‘Abbeyfealegood’
(2019) and ‘The Irish Pub’ (2013). 

This extraordinary trav-
elogue chronicles the
authors' 3,500-kilometre
road trip through Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan, Israel and
Palestine in 2024, mere
months after the Hamas
attack on Israel and the
subsequent Gaza conflict.
Father & son duo, Dermod
and Denis, set off on a 22-
day journey through
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan,
Israel and Palestine,
including time at the Erez
Crossing into Gaza. Their
travels took them to his-
toric sites such as Baalbek,
Palmyra, and Petra; spiri-
tual moments like the

Holy Fire Easter celebra-
tion in Jerusalem; and
encounters with individu-
als ranging from
Palestinian police officers
in Bethlehem to Holocaust
memorial attendees at Yad
Vashem.

Through vivid story-
telling, first-hand
accounts, and stunning
colour photographs, Desert
Bonds - A Father & Son's
Middle East Odyssey cap-
tures the rich tapestry of
The Levant - a region
often described as the cra-
dle of civilization yet
plagued by persistent con-
flict. The journey by

Dermod and Denis offered
more than historical explo-
ration, it is an eye-open-
ing, often deeply personal
engagement with the
resilience, hospitality, and
humanity of the people
they met amidst the back-
drop of civil war, political
strife, and everyday life.

“This book goes beyond
being a mere travelogue
recounting a hugely mem-
orable and often moving
father-and-son trip through
one of the most sensitive
parts of the world,” says
author and journalist Frank
McDonald. “It is full of
awareness about the com-
plexity of people and
place, as the authors made
it their business to find out
what lies behind the har-
rowing conflict in Israel-
Palestine, and were
received with warm hospi-
tality wherever they went
by people whose chief
characteristic is extraordi-
nary resilience".

The Dwyers' encounters
challenge preconceived
notions of the region,
painting a multi-dimen-
sional portrait of The
Levant's nations, tribes,
and displaced communi-
ties, each with their own
layered histories.

For Dermod Dwyer this
was a trip in the planning
for almost thirty years
“Ever since early 1995,
when I undertook a small
tourism related assignment

in Jordan and Syria, I
always hoped to return for
a road trip to the Middle
East. When the opportuni-
ty presented to do this with
my son Denis - it was a
now or never no-brainer.
Little did we know what a
unique window of oppor-
tunity this was to visit
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan,
Palestine and Israel just
before the Gaza war
exploded to engulf many
of the people and places
we visited. I am sure we
may have been one of a
handful of tourists in the
entire region at that time.
Knowing this we felt we
have to share the story of
our odyssey in Desert
Bonds”. 

“Dad has an unquench-
able passion for new pro-
jects & adventures, and
when he suggested we
travel around The Levant,
it was clear this was a
once-in-a-lifetime chance
for us to take the trip. It
wouldn't be simple, and it
certainly wasn't. But it cer-
tainly was a truly mind-
expanding and life-affirm-
ing journey meeting and
visiting remarkable people
& places. We learned so
much about so much, and
we were very lucky we
could do it together.” -
Denis Dwyer

Described as a “quick-
moving, very descriptive
story,” Desert Bonds - A
Father & Son's Middle

East Odyssey invites read-
ers to step into the world
of travel, border crossings,
and ancient wonders,
while introducing them to
the diverse lives and per-
spectives of the people of
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan,
Israel and Palestine. The
book also highlights an
often-overlooked truth:
that even amidst conflict,
vast areas of these coun-
tries remain peaceful, with
people pursuing everyday
life with resilience and
hope.

Dermod and Denis
shared insights into their
incredible journey and the
stories that inspired the
book at the launch event
on January 23rd at the
Whale Theatre,
Greystones.

Desert Bonds - A
Father & Son's Middle
East Odyssey in associa-
tion with Orla Kelly
Publishing is available for
pre-order now at:
https://www.buythebook.i
e/product/desert-bonds-a-
father-son-middle-east-
3500-km-road-trip/

Dermod & Denis in front of Jerusalem

Bedouin merchant & daughter at Palmyra.
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Dramatic talent recognised at 69th
Wicklow ICA Federation Drama Festival 

A number of awards were handed out following this year's 69th Wicklow ICA Federation
Drama Festival which took place in Glenealy Village Hall, showcasing the best in Wicklow's
acting, wrtiting and directing talent. 

National ICA President Mary D'Arcy and Wicklow ICA Federation President Margaret Stevens pre-
sent Geraldine Gilroy of Delgany ICA with the Gloria Mulally Trophy for Best Moment of Theatre. 

National ICA President Mary D'Arcy and Wicklow ICA Federation President Margaret Stevens pre-
sent Noelle Clarke with the Teri Connolly Cup for Best Sketch. 

National ICA President Mary D'Arcy and Wicklow ICA Federation President Margaret Stevens and
Imelda McDonagh, present Jackie Fisher and Lua McIlraith of the Lilliput Players with the Premier
Award for Best Group. 

National ICA President Mary D'Arcy and Wicklow ICA Federation President Margaret Stevens pre-
sent Christopher O'Conchuir with the Adjudicator Award for Best Actor. 

National ICA President Mary D'Arcy and Wicklow ICA Federation President Margaret Stevens pre-
sent Mary Rigney of The Dalkey Players with the Nora Ferns Trophy for Most Appropriate Costume.  

Lilliput Players won
the Premier Award for
Best Group,  Best
Director Lua Mc Ilraith,
Best Actress Anna
Fitzgerald and Best Actor
Anthony Belton. Delgany
Dramatic Society were
Runner Up Group,
Runner Up Actress
Nicola Hogan and
Runner Up Actor Patrick
Dunne. The adjudicator's
Award went to Chris ó
Conchúir St Patrick's

Dramatic Society.
Merit awards in the

One Act Section went to
Michael Fogarty  St
Patrick's D.S Frances
O'Hara Lilliput Players,
Shenna Griffin Byron
Hayes Theatre Group and
Madison Mc Keever
Delgany ICA.

The Best Moment of
Theatre went to
Geraldine Gilroy
Delgany ICA. 

The Norah Ferns

Trophy for Most
Appropriate Costume
went to Dalkey Players
and Mary Carroll from
Dalkey Players won the
adjudicator 's actress
award. Ashford ICA won
the May Condon Cup for
an ICA group.

The Best Sketch/Short
Play by an ICA  Group
was won by Bernadette
Flynn Ashford ICA.
Bernadette also won run-
ner up performance.

Fuinneoige Drama
Group won the Terri
Connolly Cup for Best
Sketch, Best Performance
(Killian Mc Crea), and
the adjudicator's Award
Noelle Clarke. Merit
awards went to Katie
Tolan Square One, Rita
Byrne and Ger Gilroy
Delgany ICA.

Deirdre Wilson Lusk
ICA and Brian Hogan
Delgany Dramatic
Society. 



Advertisement 17Times
WICKLOW

L
O
C
A
L

Tuesday 28th January 2025

Our mission has always been to
respectfully care for the person who has
died, while guiding families with the best
advice and services available. Care cou-
pled with meticulous attention to detail is
at the heart of what we do.

Funerals have always held deep signifi-
cance in Ireland,  although what has
changed in recent years, are the types of
funerals available to the public that go
beyond the traditional. 

We are here to help you create a mean-
ingful occasion to honour and remember
those who have died. We offer guidance
and support to ensure your personal
wishes are fulfilled. Here are some mod-
ern trends and practices in funeral
arrangements:

• Traditional funeral: this may include a
gathering (public or private) in the funeral
home, residence or other location, with a
funeral service or mass the next day, fol-
lowed by burial, cremation or *resomation
• Secular/non-religious: this may include
a gathering in the funeral home, residence
or other location, a chance for people to
pay their respects. The following day
there is a funeral service/celebration of
life. Our funeral home offers a beautiful

space for the service, and with ample
parking it makes for a stress-free choice.
This service is bespoke, and can include
favourite music, poetry, readings, together
with eulogies/tributes and a slideshow of
photos capturing the person’s life. After
the service there is a burial, cremation or
*resomation. An experienced funeral cele-
brant will lead you through the process
including planning and performing the
service.
• Direct Funeral: this option is a personal
choice whether for its simplicity or as a
cost-effective way of ensuring a respectful
funeral. The person would be removed
from their place of death, then taken
directly for burial, cremation or *resoma-
tion.
• Pre-plannning: the opportunity to pre-
plan your funeral can bring peace of mind
to you and your loved ones
*Resomation – or water cremation is a
process of alkaline hydrolysis which like
cremation provides, at its conclusion, the
ashes of the deceased.

From flowers to funeral notices, book-
lets and all the finer details, we are at
hand to organise and make the arrange-
ments that matter to your family.

Colliers Funeral Home
A tradition of care & respect

Serving our community for over five generations, the Collier
family has consistently provided compassionate funeral 

services. 

Is there a service you are 
curious about?

One of our team will be here to answer your questions.
01 -272 0777       info@colliersfuneraldirectors.com
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Four Greystones girls
are on a mission to

help end hunger
Imagine a world where no child goes to school hungry, where every child can focus on their
education instead of worrying about their next meal. The charity Mary's Meals is making this
vision a reality, and four Greystones girls are fundraising to provide much needed funds to
Mary's meals so the charity can reach even more children who are waiting for hope, nourish-
ment, and opportunity.

A Local Story of Inspiration:
Four Girls on a Mission

Closer to home, four remark-
able young women- Lilí, Maria,
Nancy and Síofra -are stepping
up to make a difference. These
dedicated girls are raising funds
for Mary's Meals by participating
in  a  number  of  fundrais ing
efforts and spreading awareness
of this vital cause. Their passion
doesn't stop there. This April,
they will embark on a pilgrimage
to Medjugorje with a group of 25
TY students from Wexford and
Wicklow,  where  they ' l l  v is i t
Mary's Meals to meet the team
who take part in this life-chang-
ing work.

Through thei r  fundrais ing
efforts, the girls are proving that
anyone, no matter their age, can
make a tangible difference in the
fight against  hunger.  You can
support their mission by donating
directly to their crowdfund page
at idonate.ie.

Why Support Mary's Meals?

Mary's Meals is a charity with
a simple but powerful mission: to
provide children with one nutri-
tious meal every day in a place of
education. This approach tackles
hunger while empowering chil-
dren through education, helping
break the cycle of poverty.

Currently, Mary's Meals feeds

over 2.4 million children in 18
countr ies ,  inc luding Malawi ,
Haiti,  and Ethiopia. However,
there are millions more who still
need support.

Your donation can help Mary's
Meals reach more children, offer-
ing them not only food but also
hope for a brighter future.

Join Lilí,  Maria, Nancy and
Síofra in their mission to create a
world where no child has to go
hungry. Together, we can make a
difference.

Please visit their  idonate.ie
page to contribute to this great
cause. Every penny goes directly
to the chari ty.  Because every
chi ld  deserves  the  chance to
thrive.

Lilí, Maria, Nancy and Síofra -are stepping up to make a difference.

Step up for children’s palliative care with 150K in February

LauraLynn is asking
the public to  take on the
sponsored challenge,
walking, jogging or run-
ning about 5.5km per day

in February. The chal-
lenge is an important
fundraiser for the
Children’s Hospice sup-
porting children with life-

limiting conditions and
their families.   

LauraLynn Fundraising
Executive Cathy White
commented: "Taking part

in the '150k in February’
challenge is a great way to
get outdoors now that the
evenings are getting
longer. We are asking peo-
ple to walk or run and just
have some fun while rais-
ing much needed funds
for LauraLynn. These
funds will allow us to

continue supporting chil-
dren with palliative care
needs and their families
all over Ireland.” 

To take part partici-
pants register on the
LauraLynn website where
they will receive a T-shirt,
as well as their own spon-
sorship page. Funds raised

from the ‘150K in
February’ challenge will
help LauraLynn provide
essential care and support
to children with life-limit-
ing conditions and their
families from across the
country.  

Whether you walk or
run regularly, or are trying

to get more active as part
of your new year’s resolu-
tions this challenge is for
everyone.  

Participants can share
their experiences and pho-
tos on social media using
the hashtag #TeamLaura-
Lynn and join the dedicat-
ed Facebook group to

connect with others taking
part in the challenge. 

How to register  

For more information
or to register go to laura-
lynn.ie/150K or contact
Cathy at challenges@lau-
ralynn.ie. 

LauraLynn Ireland's Children's Hospice invites people in Wicklow to
dust off their runners and challenge themselves to walk 150km
throughout the month of February.  

New Lord Mayor of Dublin visits homeless Café 
On Friday, January 17th, newly elected Lord Mayor of Dublin, Emma Blain, visited Tiglin at the Lighthouse, Dublin
City's busiest evening-time homeless café, located at 28 Pearse Street. Operated by the nonprofit organisation Tiglin,
the café provides crucial support to the city's homeless community.

The Lord Mayor vis-
ited the evening service,
which operates from 7-
10 PM, during one of its
busiest nights, with 218
entr ies  recorded over
the three-hour period.
The chairman of Tiglin,
Aubrey McCarthy, led
the  Lord Mayor  on a
tour,  highlighting the
vital role the café plays
in addressing homeless-
ness in the city.

Tigl in  a t  the
Lighthouse offers ser-
vices  seven days  a
week,  including meal
services throughout the
day,  d is t r ibut ion of
clothing and basic sup-
plies, barber services,
preparation for addic-
tion recovery programs,
employment upskilling,
housing suppor t ,  and
ass is tance  for  rough
sleepers and internation-
al protection applicants.

The  or ig ins  of
Tiglin's work date back
to 2008, when Aubrey
McCar thy  and  co-
founder Phil Thompson
launched the nonprofit's
initiatives by purchas-
ing  a  green  bus  to
engage with individuals

experiencing homeless-
ness and addiction. This
mobile outreach eventu-
ally evolved into a per-
manent  premises  on
Pearse Street in 2018.
Since then, the café has
been a cornerstone of
support during the city's
homelessness  c r i ses ,
including being the only
food service available
for the homeless during
the Covid-19 pandemic
and providing extensive
assis tance to interna-
tional protection appli-
cants over the past year.

Dur ing  her  v is i t ,
Lord Mayor of Dublin,
Emma Blain, met with
clients and volunteers
who shared their  per-
sonal  s tor ies .  Many
clients expressed their
apprec ia t ion  for  the
café's welcoming cul-
ture and the kindness of
its volunteers, such as
Margare t ,  a  former
client who now volun-
teers. Margaret's jour-
ney  began  when she
sought  he lp  a t  the
Lighthouse. Encouraged
by the manager, Allen
Bobinac, she availed of
emergency accommoda-

Lord Mayor of Dublin, Emma Blain and Aubrey McCarthy. Chairman of
Tiglin chatting to a client.

tion and later completed
the  necessary  vet t ing
and training to become
a volunteer.

The Lord Mayor also
met Allen Bobinac, who
manages the Lighthouse.
Originally from Croatia,
Allen f i rs t  connected
with Tigl in  in  2016
when he was experienc-
ing homelessness. With
Tigl in 's  support ,  he
accessed t ransi t ional
housing and educational
opportuni t ies .  Today,
holding two Master ' s

degrees, Allen has trans-
formed the café  into
what he calls “a living
room for those in need
of one.” Drawing on his
personal experiences, he
has introduced numerous
initiatives to meet the
needs of the homeless
community.

The chairman, Aubrey
McCarthy,  recal ls  h is
household  i ssues ,  “ I
remember t imes when
we had no food at the
family home, I wish I
had a Lighthouse then,

somewhere to receive
food and  meet  good
people. “

Following her visit,
the Lord Mayor com-
mented, “It's amazing to
see the happiness of the
clients' faces, the work
the  volunteers  a re
doing ,  the  gorgeous
meals they are provid-
ing and the warm and
fr iendly  a tmosphere
they are providing for
everybody. It's a place
of comfort and a place
of joy.”
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Tackling Food Poverty
Together: 'Food for

Thought' think tank in Bray 

Healthy Food Made Easy course participants in 2024 with their certificates. 

Are you part of a voluntary or community group supporting families and individuals facing
food poverty in the Bray area? if so, Bray & north Wicklow Area Partnership (BnWAP)
invite you to come along to this important community event taking place at the Little Flower
Hall just off the main street in Bray on Wednesday, 5th February, from 9:30 to 11:30am

This event aims to
bring together voluntary
groups and community
organisations to collabo-
rate, share information
and discuss key chal-
lenges related to house-
hold food struggles in the
Bray area. It will provide
a valuable opportunity for
networking and fostering
stronger connections
among those working to
support individuals and
families in need.

Key topics to be
addressed include:

• The impact of the cost
of living crisis on food
poverty
• Overcoming the stigma
associated with accessing
food support services
• Enhancing coordination
and communication
among local organisations
• Improving the quality
and suitability of emer-
gency food provision

This event is part of
BNWAP's ongoing series
of Food Poverty think
tanks taking place across
County Wicklow in each

of the Municipal Districts.
Building on the success of
a very productive event in
Arklow last October, with
attendees sharing valuable
insights and exploring
collaborative solutions,
BNWAP are eager to con-
tinue the momentum in
Bray. 

County Wicklow Food
Coordinator Aisling
Kirwan commented:
“Food insecurity is an
increasing challenge in
our community, particu-
larly with the ongoing rise

Stephen Clarke (Town Regeneration Officer), Ger Corbet (CEO of Sandyford Business District), Stephen Hallahan (CEO of
Tap Retail), Margaret Bourke (Retail Consultant and Service Director of Positive Retail) and Tom Feeney (Chair of the
Blackrock Business Association) pictured at the Wicklow Retail Seminar in the Brockagh Centre, Laragh. 

in living costs. Many
families are really strug-
gling to maintain a nutri-
tious diet. Our previous
event in Arklow which
benefitted from a conver-
sational, relaxed setting,
was a huge success. 14
groups attended and a
summary review of the
draft report 'An
Exploration of Food
Poverty in County
Wicklow' was presented.
From this event, a smaller
Arklow food partnership
was established to work
on key food poverty
issues locally. We hope to
form similar partnerships

in Bray next month."
An attendee from

SPECS (Supporting
Parents and Early
Childhood Services) said:

“Food for Thought was
a really informative event,
with lots of ideas explored
by the group.  It was great

to make contact and be
informed of people and
services working to make
positive change in the
area.”

Aisling added: “Our
goal is to unite local
organisations and join
forces to develop a more

cohesive and compassion-
ate approach to tackling
food insecurity in our
region. Everyone is wel-
come! Tea, coffee,
refreshments and snacks
will be available. 

The Little Flower Hall
is located beside the Holy

Redeemer Church on
Main Street, Bray,
A98WK355, with ample
parking available in the
church car park. 

For more information,
contact: Aisling Kirwan,
email: aislingkirwan-
@bnwap.ie

From 

€49
Call Richard: 087 348 8516  
www.obriensroofingandguttering.ie

From 

€199
Gutters
Cleaned
& Sealed

Roof
Repairs

REASONABLE RATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

Roofing contractor 35+ years in business • Wicklow • Open 24 hours

Ph: 085 815 2741 / 0404 78101
www.iroofing.ie    Email: info@iroofing.ie

• Loft ventilation • Gutter installation • Gutter repairs • Roof inspection • Roof installation 
• Roof repair • Roof repair for storm and wind damage • Skylight installation • Skylight repair
• Asphalt Roofing • Extension Roofing• Facials and soffit • Felt Roof Replacement  • Flat Roof

Systems • Flat Roofing Dublin • Full Roof  • Guttering And Downpipes • Home Roofing 
• Lead Flashing • Leaky Roof • Moss Removal • New Roofs Installed

• Pitched Roof • Roof Leaks • Roof Tiling tel: 087 610 9128

Anto’s tRee
seRvices
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

New Roofing Lead Valleys Emergency Repairs
Attic Insulations Flat Roofs Fascia & Soffits

Guttering/Downpipes Chimney Repair
Ridge Pointing Roof Cleaning

Call: 01 908 1455

Call our EmErgEnCy roof CarE linE on 087 394 8346

Light fun workout to great Latino music and easy moves!!
Increases flexibility, coordination and strength.

Zumba Gold for Seniors

DANCE FITNESS

Phone or text 087 247 6673 to book

• Every Mon. @ 10.30-11.30 am 
St. Patrick's Centre, Church Rd. 
Greystones

• Every Tues. @ 10-11 am
Shoreline Leisure, 
Southern Cross Road, Bray

Specially designed

Program for age 50+

NEW YEAR - NEW YOU

START WEEK COMMENCING 6th JANUARY 2025

Register now using the link
or contact details above

Email address:
longmoreirishdance@gmail.com

Phone number:
087 917 1687

Booking link:
https://irishdancing.classforkids.io 

• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 
• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600




