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DELIVERED TO HOMES & BUSINESSES IN: SHANKILL, ENNISKERRY, BRAY, GREYSTONES, DELGANY, KILCOOLE, NEWCASTLE, KILQUADE, ASHFORD, KILPEDDER, NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY, KILMACANOGUE, LARAGH, MONEYSTOWN, ROUNDWOOD,
RATHNEW, WICKLOW, GLENEALY, BRITTAS BAY, AVOCA, WOODENBRIDGE, ARKLOW,  SHILLELAGH, TINAHELY, REDCROSS, BALLINACLASH, AUGHRIM, RATHDRUM, DONARD, DUNLAVIN, CARNEW, COOLATTIN, BALTINGLASS, BLESSINGTON.
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WE DELIVER! - for 36 years

Sinn féin tD John Brady has criticised the upcoming rollout
of the new 6a phase of the BusConnects network redesign,
set to take effect on January 26th, for failing to address what
he describes as 'key manageable issues'. Brady expressed 
particular concern over the cancellation of vital routes and
the failure to ensure adequate public transport connections
for commuters and students. 

he highlighted the
removal of the 143 and
144 routes, previously
operated by Bray-based
commercial operator
Finnegan's Buses, as a
major misstep, leaving no
public transport link
between Bray and the
LUAS.

Deputy Brady said
“the rollout of the 6a
phase is a major redesign
of the bus network for
north Wicklow and
Dublin, yet it's difficult to
understand how com-
muters in Bray will now
lose direct access to the

LUAS in Sandyford fol-
lowing the termination of
the 143 and 144 routes.
this is nothing short of a
major backward step.
Despite extensive plan-
ning and consultation,
transport for ireland
(tFi) has failed to provide
an integrated public trans-
port service for Bray and
its surrounding areas.
Crucially, the removal of
these routes was never
flagged during consulta-
tions.

“i welcome the new
L14 around-the-town ser-
vice in Bray, which i had

campaigned for. how-
ever, i have concerns
about the use of double-
decker buses on this
route. the introduction of
the L14 is a positive
development, but using
double-decker buses is
problematic. in areas like
Palermo, where the 185
route has struggled with
tight residential spaces
and roadside parking, the
large buses caused dam-
age to cars and conges-
tion. Smaller buses, like
the imp buses used in the
past, are much better suit-
ed to these areas.

“Similarly, the decision
to use double-decker
buses on meath Road is
questionable, given its
narrow layout with cars
parked on both sides. A
smaller, more practical
bus would serve this route
far better.

“in the redesign of the
routes there was an oppor-

tunity to have a public
transport link between
newtown-mountkennedy
and Kilcoole. So, extend-
ing the new L1 route to
newtownmountkennedy
and Kilcoole is essential.
many secondary school
students in newtown
must travel to Coláiste
Chraobh Abhann in
Kilcoole, and a direct bus
service would meet an
urgent need for this com-
munity.

“the decision not to
connect Bray with LUAS
stops in Cherrywood or
Sandyford in the redesign
is a serious shortcoming.
We must have a public
transport system that
works and is connected. i
will continue to work
with transport for ireland
on all these important
issues to ensure that we
have a public transport
service that is fit for pur-
pose.”

An Taoiseach Simon Harris and Shay Walsh from BT Irerland with students from Glenart College

in Arklow, Isobel Weadick, Goda Baranauskaite and Aimee Ciara Keogh at the Young Scientist &

Technology Exhibition in the RDS. Their project was an 'Analysis of the abilities that different age

groups have to detect artificial intelligence and how it can spread misinformation on social

media.' See more, pages 16 & 17.
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Redmond O'Toole
at Mermaid 

Classical Guitar Recital, Friday
24th January 8pm. €21

Bray native Redmond O'Toole makes a welcome return to Mermaid with a
concert exploring some of the most sublime and beautiful music of the late twen-
tieth century. Redmond will debut an entirely new programme celebrating the
work of some of the greatest composers of our time including Arvo Part, Phillip
Glass and John Cage. The concert will also include music by Derek Gripper, Nils
Frahm and Carlo Domeniconi. Bookings through mermaidartscentre.ie.

Comhaltas Bray

This month, Comhaltas Bray will resume their
traditional Irish music and singing lessons for
children and adults in Bray and Greystones. Term
2 begins in Colaiste Raithin, Bray on Wednesday
the 29th of January and in Gaelscoil na gCloch
Liath, Greystones on Thursday the 30th of
January. New members welcome! Please see their
website for more information: https://www.brayc-
ce.ie/ or email them at bray@comhaltas.net.

Events in Bray & Wicklow
Town Library 

On Tuesday January 21st Wicklow County
Council Library Service invites the community to
Bray Library, Eglinton Road, Bray, from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. for an evening of local history with the
Active Transport Team's Bray Dart Interchange
Project,  Heritage Officer Deirdre Burns who will
speak about the Wicklow online community her-
itage archive and how to get involved, followed
by local historian Robert Butler who will give a
short presentation ‘Remembering the Arcadia
Ballroom’ followed by opportunities for all to
share related memories and memorabilia with the
team. All are welcome, no need to book.

The first of the Wicklow Local Studies month-
ly local history talks will take place in Wicklow
Town Library at 7 p.m. on Thursday January 23rd
when Pat Power will present 'The Ascendancy in
Wicklow' in which he will delve into the rise and
social dynamics of the ascendancy in the county,
tracing its development from the early 1600s
through to 1829. The talk will be richly comple-
mented by a variety of rare illustrations and
drawings. Key topics include the impact of the
Big House, the workings of Wicklow’s Grand
Jury System, cultural life and social themes with-
in the community, as well as the roles of the
Established and Roman Catholic Churches. To
reserve a place email: Wicklowlocalstudies-
@wicklowcoco.ie or call 0404 67025. 

Roundwood Variety Group
Production of Puss in Boots

The wait is over! The Roundwood Variety
Group is thrilled to announce that tickets for their
much-anticipated 2025 production of 'Puss in
Boots' are officially on sale! Get ready for an
unforgettable night of laughter, adventure, and
magic as we bring this classic fairy tale to life on
stage!

Show Dates: Friday the 31st of January,
Saturday Matinee 1st of February and Sunday the
2nd of February.

Secure your seats now and be part of the
excitement. But remember, when selecting your
seats, the system will automatically suggest one
for you. If you don't want that particular seat, you
must deselect it before proceeding, or it will be
added to your order. Double-check your selec-
tions before finalizing your purchase to ensure
your perfect spot! Get your tickets at
www.eventbrite.ie 

Fr. Aquinas Duffy and Rev. Jack Kinkead with crew members and supporters of the Wicklow RNLI at the annual Wicklow RNLI Service of
Remembrance. 

Spotting the signs:
Indications ageing loved
ones might need help at
home in cold weather

With the country emerging from the cold snap and the New Year
finally beginning to take shape, some people may have concerns that
their older relatives aren't as capable of looking after themselves as
they were this time last year. Events of the last few weeks may have
highlighted the struggles ageing adults have with mobility, preparing
meals or doing light housework. 

It can be difficult for
adult children to come to
the realisation that their
parents are getting less
independent, especially if
they are busy raising a
family or live too far away
to pop in and see how
they are as often as they
like. However, “it is
essential to address poten-
tial issues early on, even if
that initial conversation
may be awkward or met
with resistance from a
proud parent or ageing
relative,” according to

Danette Connolly, Nat-
ional Clinical Lead at
Home Instead.

Knowing the signs

Some signs can be sub-
tle, others might be more
obvious, either way, the
first step in figuring out if
a loved one needs support
is noticing if there is an
issue that could potential-
ly impact their indepen-
dence.

“Falling is a common
issue affecting ageing
adults, but many people
who experience a fall
might not want to say any-
thing about it, so keep an
eye out for bruises or cuts
and don't be too shy about
asking what happened,”
Ms Connolly said.

“Your loved one's
home being unusually
untidy or unclean could
mean that they're strug-
gling to maintain a house-
keeping routine. They
may be in pain, or it might
just take too much out of
them,” Ms Connolly con-
tinued.

“A lack of food in the
fridge or noticeable
weight loss can also be
indicators that they're
struggling with mobility
issues, as it's not as easy
to pop out to the shop or
cook for themselves any-
more,” she added.

“Trouble recalling
events from earlier that
day or recounting the
same story over and over
can be indicators of cogni-
tive decline, as can losing

track of medications or a
reluctance to leave the
house,” explained Ms
Connolly.    

What to do

“If you are concerned
about your loved one's
health, it is important to
broach a conversation
about it with them in a
compassionate way, bear-
ing in mind that they may
feel a little embarrassed to
acknowledge they need
support,” Ms Connolly
says.

“For any physical or
mental health concerns
you may have, consulting
your loved one's GP might
be the best thing to do.
You may want to keep a
list of concerns to bring
up with them. It's better to
address a concern early
rather than waiting until it
becomes a health emer-
gency,” she said.

“If it's a case that they
need some support with
daily activities, compan-
ionship, or services that
support their indepen-
dence and participation in
the community, reach out
to your local home care
provider to see how they
can help,” Ms Connolly
concluded.

Brian Robinson 
B.B.L.S., L.L.M.
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Eil ish Bradshaw 
B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Ciara O’Sull ivan 
B.B.L.S., (Euro)

Hannah Stockwell-Quinn 
B.C.L., L.L.M.

Peter McQuil lan
B.A. (Mod) Leg Sc TCD

Medical Negligence* Catastrophic Injuries*
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For professional, confidential and expert legal advice regarding

Personal Injuries suffered, please do not hesitate to contact 

Clare-Ann Temple or Hannah Stockwell-Quinn.

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

Personal Injury Lawyers*

24A Florence Road,
Bray,
Co. Wicklow.

Tel: 01 276 1330 
E-mail: info@benvillerobinson.ie
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie 
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It was a great start to the new year for Jennie Morrison who was the first winner of the Dominican College Wicklow Lotto
jackpot of €2,000, being presented here by Pincipal Neal Martin. 

Planning approval
for Greystones

Primary Care Centre
Project can now move immediately to tender

stage and construction can commence in 2025

Outgoing Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly last week welcomed
the news that planning permission has been granted for the Primary
Care Centre in Greystones 

“As the outgoing
Minister for Health, I am
delighted to see that 
planning approval has
been granted for the
Greystones Primary Care
Centre. This state-of-the-
art facility will serve 
the communities of
Greystones, Kilcoole, and
Delgany, providing essen-
tial health services in a
modern and accessible
environment.
The centre will include:
• A large-scale GP prac-
tice with five consultation
rooms
• Two primary care teams
comprising doctors, nurs-
es, home helps, health
and social care profes-
sionals, and healthcare
assistants
• Dental services
• Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Services

(CAMHS)
• Adult Mental Health
Services
• National Counselling
Service
• Older persons day ser-
vices
• Disability services
• Future expansion for a
second GP practice and
diagnostics

“This development
represents a significant
investment in our com-
munityís health infras-
tructure and reflects the
governmentís commit-
ment to delivering high-
quality healthcare ser-
vices locally. I extend my
gratitude to the Health
Service Executive,
Wicklow County Council,
and all stakeholders
involved in bringing this
project to fruition.

“I can confirm that I

have included significant
funding in the 2025
Health Capital Plan,
which will be published
shortly,  to ensure this
project can continue to be
delivered at pace, as 
the community of Grey-
stones, Delgany and
Kilcoole have waited
long enough for a
Primary Care Centrre.

“With planning app-
roval secured, I would
anticipate moving to the
tender process for con-
struction immediately,
with construction com-
mencing in the second
half of the year. We can
look forward to the
Greystones Primary Care
Centre opening its doors
to patients in 2026,
enhancing healthcareac-
cessibility and outcomes
for our community.”

‘Raw sewage discharge at Bray North Beach only stopped after EPA complaint’
The Environmental Protection Agency has informed Sinn Fein TD John Brady that raw sewage was discharged onto
Bray's North Beach was due to a power and communication failure at the Corke Abbey wastewater pumping 
station. They also stated that the discharge took place from December 26th to 30th. The incident, which went 
unnoticed by Uisce Eireann for five days, was only identified and stopped following Brady's complaint to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

While Brady wel-
comed the EPA's instruc-
tion to Uisce éireann to
investigate, he criticised
the fact that such an
investigation was initiat-
ed only after his inter-
vention. He called for
Uisce éireann to proac-
tively investigate and
publish findings for all
environmental incidents

involving wastewater
infrastructure.

Deputy Brady said: "I
welcome confirmation
from the EPA that they
have contacted Uisce
éireann to instruct them
to conduct an investiga-
tion into the discharge of
sewage into the sea at
North Beach, Bray over
the Christmas period.

"I have been informed
by the EPA that the seri-
ous discharge occurred
because of a power and
communication loss at
the Corke Abbey wastew-
ater pumping station and
alarmingly they have
established it went unno-
ticed by Uisce Eireann
from December 26th to
the 30th. I find it deeply

concerning that Uisce
éireann would lose
power and communica-
tions with one of their
pumping stations for five
days, and yet this did not
trigger any alarms or lead
to an investigation of the
cause or impact of the
power and communica-
tion failure.

"How could this not be

picked up on, why was
there no automatic back-
up power supply that
kicked in once there was
a power failure. Why did
someone not carry out a
physical inspection as
soon as communication
with the station was lost?
It leads me to believe that
if I had not contacted the
EPA to express my alarm

at the fact that sewerage
was being pumped into
the sea - would Uisce
Eireann have done any-
thing at all ñ would we
still have a situation
where the North Beach in
Bray was being contami-
nated with sewage. This
is simply not acceptable.

"It is essential to deter-
mine the full environ-
mental impact of this
incident and receive con-
firmation of the correc-
tive and preventative
measures now in place to
avoid a recurrence.

Without my complaint, it
is likely raw sewage
would still be discharging
onto the North Beach. I
have written to Uisce
éireann seeking a meet-
ing with the Chief
Executive and senior offi-
cials to discuss the inci-
dent and broader issues at
wastewater facilities in
Bray, Greystones, and the
Murrough in Wicklow
Town. We need an urgent
review of all treatment
plants in Wicklow to
ensure they meet the
highest operational stan-

dards, with robust infras-
tructure and up-to-date
maintenance capable of
supporting the county’s
growing population.

"The people of
Wicklow deserve a safe,
modern sewage treatment
system that protects pub-
lic health, preserves our
environment, and safe-
guards the natural beauty
of our county. Anything
less is unacceptable, and I
will continue to demand
transparency, account-
ability, and urgent action
from Uisce Eireann." 
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Kirsty Weldon with teacher Joanne English frm St. Mary's College Arklow at the BT Young
Scientist & Technology Exhibition in the RDS, Dublin. Kirsty's project was a Pressure Alert
System that's worn on the wrist. The device measures the pressure put on the hand and wrist to
assist with rehabilitation from injury. See more, pages 16 & 17.

‘Bathing restrictions were
lifted without a water
sample been taken’

Cllr Scott said “"We had a serious
incident of sewage flowing into the
sea, just south of Greystones
Harbour, recently. This was  due to a
serious malfunction in Rathdown
treatment station and resulted in a
bathing water restriction was put in
place on December 29th.  This of
huge  concern both from an environ-
mental and public health perspec-
tive, particularly given the amount
of people who sea swim in
Greystones all year round. Everyone
was relieved that the  bathing restric-
tions were lifted after 9 days.
However I was very concerned to
discover that this was done without a
water sample been taken and tested
to make sure that the sea was safe
again for swimming, This would be
routine practice during the bathing
season over the summer. Given the
amount of people swimming in

Greystones all year round, I find it
extraordinary that this step wasn't
taken.

“After you see raw sewage flow-
ing into a place where you swim
every day, people need reassurance
that the sea is safe to swim in again.
The only way to provide this is
through robust scientific testing, as
would be done routinely during the
official bathing sesaon. In
Greystones we are very proud of our
coastline. it is a massive asset to the
community an d its of the highest
priority to us that the waters are kept
safe and clean for all to enjoy. At a
recent Council meeting I challenged
the reasoning behind this. I got
agreement from the Council that the
sea in Greystones will be tested  and
I hope that this will confirm the
water is clear of any contamination.
I also  have requested more frequent

testing of our bathing water, year
round. particularly after a serious
incident such as this. I will continue
to follow this up through the Climate
and Environment policy commit-
tee.”

Stapleton secures €1m
for footpath upgrades

accross Wicklow

West Wicklow Fine Gael councillor Peter Stapleton has achieved a significant milestone with
the passing of his motion to secure €1 million in funding for the upgrade and replacement of
footpaths across the county. 

This investment repre-
sents a minor but crucial
step toward improving
everyday infrastructure
that directly impacts the
quality of life for 
residents.  Of the total
funding, €200,000 will 
be allocated to the
Baltinglass Municipal
District (MD), which
includes the towns 
of Carnew, Shillelagh,
Tinahely, and Coolboy -
key areas where Coun-
cillor Stapleton received
strong electoral support.

Speaking about the ini-
tiative, Councillor
Stapleton highlighted the
importance of focusing
on practical, everyday
issues raised by con-
stituents: "It was an issue
that came up over and
over again when I was
out on the campaign trail.
It's easy for people to roll
their eyes when they hear
complaints about foot-
paths. However, I very
quickly realised the
importance of addressing
the bread-and-butter
issues that people interact
with almost every day.
When someone goes out
for their morning or
evening walk, their abili-

ty to do so on a footpath
that is safe and in good
condition can have a
huge impact on their
sense of whether the
country is delivering for
them."

He added: "People pay
their taxes, including
local property tax, which
goes directly to the coun-
ty council. They should
reasonably expect that
certain infrastructure and
services are available to
them. € 200,000 is a
small drop in the ocean,

but I’m hopeful that this
can form the basis of
increased and ongoing
funding to ensure the
upkeep of the footpaths
we have for the safety
and enjoyment of all."

Reflecting on the chal-
lenges he faced in bring-
ing the motion forward,
Councillor Stapleton
said:

"I grew hugely frus-
trated when the state of
footpaths was discussed
at each council meeting,
yet no funding allocation
was made for their
upkeep in the annual bud-
get. I know politics is not
always easy and I would
have to put myself out on
a limb to request that we
reallocate some funding
toward footpath mainte-
nance. But this was
something I was willing
to do, as it had been a
huge issue raised on the
doors in Coolboy,
Tinahely, and Carnew
during my canvassing
just months earlier."

He emphasised the
broader importance of the
project:

" B r e a d - a n d - b u t t e r
infrastructure projects and
delivery are hugely

important to me. People
work very hard in this
country and need the state
and councils to work hard
for them by delivering
essential services. Foot-
paths that were not safe or
fit to walk on and were
actually hazardous were
simply unacceptable. This
funding is a start, and
while itís small, it gives
me huge satisfaction as a
newly elected councillor
to know that you can
influence change."

Councillor Stapleton
also expressed gratitude
to his colleagues and
council officials: "I would
like to thank the council
officials for helping facili-
tate this and my fellow
councillors who unani-
mously supported the
motion. It’s a clear
demonstration that when
we work together, we 
can make meaningful
progress for the people
we serve."

This € 1 million
investment will address 
long-standing issues 
with footpaths across
Wicklow, ensuring safer
and more accessible
infrastructure for resi-
dents and visitors.

‘I’m hopeful that this can form the basis of
increased and ongoing funding’

Cllr Peter Stapleton. 

Recycled:
• Screened Soil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Soil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com

Cllr Lourda Scott sai she was “very concerned” to learn that the
recent bathng water restrictions in Greuystones were lifted after
nine days despite no water sample being taken, following an inci-
dent ofsewage flowing into the sea. She has now secured agree-
ment from the Council that the sea in Greystones will be tested. 

Cllr Lourda Scott. 
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Works to commence to provide secure and 
sustainable water supply for Dunlavin community
Uisce Eireann is commencing works on a project to rationalise the
water supply in Dunlavin. The project represents a €9 million 
investment in improving water supply security and resilience for
homes and businesses in Dunlavin, and involves the construction of
7.3 kilometres of watermain, serving Dunlavin with a piped drinking
water supply from the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) supply zone. 

The new pipeline will
be constructed along the
R412 between Dunlavin
village and Brannock-
stown, Co. Kildare. When
complete, the Dunlavin
Water Supply Rational-
isation Project will
address current supply
challenges for existing
customers and provide the
required capacity to allow
new development in the
area.

The project will
involve construction of a
new booster pumping sta-
tion at the existing
Brannockstown pumping
station site; construction
of 7.3km of rising main
along the R412 between
Brannock-town pumping
station and Dunlavin vil-
lage; decommissioning of
the existing water supply
to Dunlavin; and con-
struction of approximately
200m of new pipeline in
Dunlavin vollage between

Edward Timmins TD.

St. Kevin's Community
College and Dunlavin
Soccer Club. 

It is planned that works
willcommence at the end
of this month, initially in
Dunlavin village followed
by pipelaying at Market
Square. 

Speaking about the pro-
ject, Uisce Eireann’s Paul
McLoughlin said: “We are
delighted to be delivering
this critical water supply
project for the community
in Dunlavin. The existing
drinking water infrastruc-
ture supplying the area is
not sufficient to meet cur-
rent demand. This project
will not only improve
water supply for over
1,000 customers in the
area, it will also facilitate
future growth and devel-
opment, including the
delivery of new housing.

Paul continued: “The
works will require traffic
management in Dunlavin
village and along the
R412. We understand that
this type of work can be
inconvenient and works
crews will make every
effort to minimise any dis-
ruption. We are confident

that the short-term incon-
venience will be out-
weighed by the long-term
benefits upon completion
of this essential project.” 

Construction of the
new watermain will com-
mence in Dunlavin village
in late January. 

Works along the R412
from Dunlavin to Brann-
ockstown are planned to
begin in March 2025. To
facilitate the safe delivery
of works, local traffic
management will be in
place during the phased
construction.

David Walsh Civil
Engineering Ltd. have
been appointed to deliver
the works on behalf of
Uisce Eireann, with com-
pletion of the project
expected by the end of the
year.

The works may involve
some short-term water
supply interruptions and
the project team will
ensure that customers are
given a minimum of 48
hoursí notice prior to any
planned water interrup-
tions. Uisce …ireann has
also launched a free text
service, providing real-

time updates for local
issues. Customers can
sign up with their Eircode
and mobile number at
water.ie. 

Speaking from Dun-
lavin, newly elected Fine
Gael TD Deputy Edward
Timmins stated: “I am
delighted with the news
that Uisce Eireann will
shortly commence works
to provide a secure and far
more sustainable water
supply for both homes
and businesses in
Dunlavin. This is an issue
that was raised with me
on several occasions dur-
ing last year's General
Election campaign. 

“Investing in our water
supply to meet the needs
of local communities is
something that I have
long advocated for. In
recent years, the demand
for drinking water in
Dunlavin has outpaced
supply resulting in an
inadequate service for the
existing local community
including business own-
ers. 

The Dunlavin Water
Supply Rationalisation
Project will address exist-

ing issues and act as a cat-
alyst for future growth in
the locality including the
provision of more hous-
ing.” 

In terms of the project
timeline, Deputy Timmins
commented:“Construction
of the new watermain will
begin later this month,
while works on the R412
from Dunlavin to Brann-
ockstown are due to com-
mence in March. The pro-
ject is due to be complet-
ed by the end of 2025, and
will be undertaken by
David Walsh Civil
Engineering Ltd on behalf
of Uisce Eireann. 

Regarding potential
interruptions and how to
stay informed, Deputy
Timmins pointed out:
“While water supply
interruptions will exist
during this period,
Dunlavin residents can
avail of a free service to
keep them informed and
updated in advance of any
interruptions by visiting
the water.ie website and
signing up with their eir-
code and mobile number.
In all cases, 48 hours
notice will be given in

advance of such interrup-
tions. Ulti-ately the 
end result, will be hugely
beneficial for the wider
area and more than 1000
households.

“Communities across
County Wicklow must
have access to safe drink-
ing water. Continued
countywide investment in
water infrastructure is
required to ensure the
needs of homes and busi-
nesses are met.  The quali-
ty of drinking water in
Ireland continues to
improve. A recent EPA
'Drinking Water Report'
demonstrated that Ire-
land's public drinking
water supplies remain
among the best in the
world, with 99.7% com-
pliance with microbiolog-
ical and chemical stan-
dards.

“I look forward to see-
ing the results of the
Dunlavin Water Supply
Rationalisation Project
and working with commu-
nities in Wicklow to
ensure the delivery of the
most efficient water sup-
ply, and the provision of
safe drinking water.” 

Arklow on the path to becoming
an Autism Friendly Town

A public meeting will be held in the Arklow Bay Hotel on Wednesday 22nd January at
7pm, about making Arklow an autism friendly town. 

Speaking in adavance of the meeting, Cllr Warren O'Toole said "We're excited to announce our mission
to make Arklow an Autism Friendly Town , in collaboration with AsIAm. Over the past number of years
individuals and groups have worked to highlight the need for awareness around autism and now have come
together for a shared vision of hope and inclusion. Unfortunately autism is on the rise and the hope is to
help prevent some of the struggles that others have faced in the past as me move forward.

"Our goal? To create an inclusive community by removing the barriers Autistic individuals and their fam-
ilies face daily, so everyone can participate fully and meaningfully in our town.

"At this public meeting, weíll share our plans and invite everyone to join the conversation. Together, with
input from Autistic people, families, and the wider community, weíll develop a plan for inclusion that truly
represents our town.

"Autistic voices and community input are key to this project's success. Let's collaborate to make Arklow
a town where everyone belongs. We look forward to seeing you on the 22nd!" 

Stapleton calls for urgent action on public lighting
Cllr Peter Stapleton has voiced strong support for Cllr Sylvester Bourke’s motion calling on
the Council to urgently address the widespread issue of public lighting outages across County
Wicklow. Highlighting the scale of the problem, Cllr Stapleton pointed to recent Council fig-
ures showing that 617 public lights are currently out of order countywide.

"This isn't just about inconvenience; itís about
safety," said Cllr Stapleton. "In real terms, that's 617
locations where people are unsafe. Entire towns and
villages are being left in darkness, impacting every-
oneófrom children waiting for school buses to resi-
dents trying to stay active during the darkest months
of the year."

Cllr Stapleton emphasized the urgency of resolving

the issue, especially given the safety and wellbeing
implications for communities. "We've gone beyond
the point of criticism and finger-pointing. The focus
now is on ensuring that the Council has the resources
and support to tackle the backlog effectively.
Unfortunately, this situation is unlikely to be resolved
before the worst of winter is over, but we must ensure
weíre not facing the same challenges next year."

The latest figures show that 242 lights are out in
the West and South of the county alone. Cllr
Stapleton welcomed the Chief Executiveís announce-
ment that the contractor responsible for repairs has
secured additional resources for County Wicklow but
stressed the importance of learning from past set-
backs.

"This year, we were let down by contractors exit-
ing the market without notice, leaving us scrambling.
A contingency plan must be put in place to ensure
this doesn't happen again. Whether that involves col-
laboration with other councils on shared resources or
securing backup agreements with additional private
contractors, we must act now to safeguard against
future vulnerabilities."

Cllr Stapleton also called for greater transparency
and accountability in addressing the issue. 

"To ensure progress, I've requested that the number
of lights fixed per month be included as a key perfor-
mance indicator in the Chief Executive's monthly
report. This will provide councillors and the public
with better oversight and a clearer picture of the
progress being made." 

As Wicklow's communities face the challenges of
winter, Cllr Stapleton reiterated his commitment to
ensuring that public lighting becomes a priority for
the Council. 

"This isn't just about infrastructure; it's about safe-
ty, health, and happiness for the people of Wicklow.

We must act now and learn from this experience to
protect our communities in the future." 

Cllr Peter Stapleton. 

Eva Belle Bradshaw at the Wicked Workshop in St. Mary's Hall, Arklow . Students from Arklow
and surrounding counties met in St Mary's College Hall on Sunday to participate in a Wicked
Workshop. They spent five intense hours learning the music with singing teacher Karla Tracey
and the choreography with Ashling Minogue. Students came in style, channelling their inner
Elphaba or Glinda, from the new movie musical released in November, which has created much
hype and excitement among musical theatre audiences around the world. 
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Emma Lewis, Temple Carrig School's Junior Hockey captain with An Taoiseach Simon Harris at
the recent opening of Temple Carrig's new hockey pitch. 

‘Programme for
Government lacks

vision, ambition, and
specific commitments’
Sinn Féin TD John Brady has described the new Programme for Government (PFG), 
published last week following agreement between Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael, and a collection of
Independent TDs led by former Minister Michael Lowry, as "a wasted opportunity, as lacking
new ideas, derived of vision or purpose." He argued it was "nothing more than a reiteration of
promises that have already been broken by the main government parties." 

Deputy Brady said: “The overrid-
ing impact of the Programme for
Government is one of concern
around the level of vagueness con-
tained in the document. Which goes
to extraordinary levels to avoid
offering specific commitments.The
only thing that we can be sure of is
that the government, including its
new Independent allies will increase
the cost of petrol and diesel every
year, for the next five years. Which
will come as a staggering blow to
workers and families already strug-
gling under the cost-of-living crisis.

“The majority of the document
lacks specific commitments. There
are a lot of ‘reviews’, a lot of ‘con-
siderations’, and a continuation of
existing policies - which have not
been delivered.

“Throughout the document we
see the word continue appearing
249 times, the word examine
appears 86 times, and the word
explore 34 times. We witness a fur-
ther seven promises to ‘work
towards’, over 120 mentions of
reviews, further references to con-
tinue to review, 50 issues they will

consider, a further 20 matters they
will assess, and many more promis-
es to aim for something.

“Hardly a document to be consid-
ered an iron clad agreement to
deliver. This refusal to offer con-
crete commitments illustrates a lack
of purpose, a lack of vision, and a
real sense that there is a lack of
commitment to the delivery on the
content of the Programme for
Government. This vagueness
around delivery extends to commit-
ments around roads infrastructure,
there are ill defined references to
new roads, which will be a matter of
concern to commuters in Wicklow,
given the poor track record of the
government here - what roads,
where are they - how are they going
to differ from previous empty and
broken promises?

“There is a huge onus here on the
government to convince us on the
validity of the PFG, which can only
be considered in terms of delivery
on much needed infrastructure pro-
jects here in Wicklow.We need to
see real and tangible commitments
for transport infrastructure here in

Wicklow. We have been forced to
lag behind for far too long.

“Our public transport system here
in Wicklow has been grossly
neglected by previous FF and FG
Governments. The lack of ambition
displayed towards our county in last
year’s Strategic Rail Review, which
set out plans to spend €37bn across
the State but stated that the solutions
required to put in place a first-class
rail service in Wicklow are, in the
words of the report, ‘unlikely to be
justifiable’.

“This is unacceptable and needs
to be reversed.We need more invest-
ment in transport in Wicklow not
less. We need to see the extension of
the DART service as far as Wicklow
Town. We need to see the long-
awaited upgrades to the N11 and
N81 take place. This government
will be held to account by Sinn
Fein. It will be made to answer for
every failing, for every delay, and
every obfuscation and attempt to
weasel out of its commitments. FF,
FG, and their Ind allies, have set out
the PFG ñ now it must be delivered
upon.” 

BirdWatch Ireland expresses serious
concerns over risks to wild birds

and biodiversity
BirdWatch Ireland, Ireland's largest and most active wildlife conservation charity, is deeply
concerned that the newly announced draft Programme for Government presents a very 
worrying future for Ireland's wild birds and other biodiversity. 

The incoming Irish
Government proposes
significant increases in
infrastructure develop-
ment, presented in the
context of 'fast tracking',
'cutting red tape' and de-
regulation. While there is
significant scope to
improve implementation
and enforcement of laws
and processes, especially
through providing ade-
quate staffing and
resourcing, BirdWatch
Ireland warns against
weakening of laws or cut-
ting corners on the pro-
tections afforded to bio-
diversity which would be
disastrous.

Despite the fact that
Ireland is experiencing a
twin climate and biodi-
versity emergency, as
officially declared by
Dail Eireann in May
2019, the actions for 
biodiversity in the
Programme for Gover-
nment are few and far
between, Birdwatch
Ireland said. 

"There are startlingly
few new ideas which
demonstrate any real
ambition to halt the loss

of biodiversity. The most
important elements are
the continued strengthen-
ing of the National Parks
and Wildlife Service,
which is critical and very
warmly welcomed by
BirdWatch Ireland,
alongside the commit-
ment to develop a
National Restoration
Plan, which is a legal
obligation on the State.
However, the lack of
ring-fenced funding for
nature in the Climate and
Nature Fund to imple-
ment the actions in the
National Restoration Plan
is worrying. In addition,
it is crucially important
that the lands of Coillte
and Bord na Mona are
included for nature
restoration, not just State
lands, otherwise it  is
unlikely we will meet the
targets in the Nature
Restoration Law. The
exclusion of these lands
from the Programme for
Government is both a
massive oversight and a
wasted opportunity.

"There is also no com-
mitment to publish and
enact the Marine

Protected Area Bill ,
despite the fact that both
Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael
supported this legislation
during the term of the 
last government. The
Programme for Gover-
nment’s proposal to
expand Marine Protected
Area designations, anoth-
er legal obligation, with-
out the MPA legislation
makes no sense." 

Oonagh Duggan, Head
of Advocacy at Bird-
Watch Ireland said:
"There are significant
risks for Irelandís biodi-
versity in the 5-year 
draft Programme for
Government. The tone
and tenor are ones of
'fast-tracking' develop-
ment, 'cutting red tape'
and of de-regulation,
which could do very sig-
nificant harm to our wild
bird populations and the
habitats they need if the
laws, processes and
licensing protecting
nature are targeted.
Remember, this is at a
time when, shamefully,
63% of Ireland's wild
bird species are officially
at risk of extinction. This

potential harm will not be
compensated by the
Programme's very limited
proposals for bio-
diversity. Ireland's bird
species are at risk of fur-
ther devastating declines
instead of hope to restore
populations which is out-
rageous in the context of
the biodiversity emergen-
cy declared by the Dail in
2019.

"The proposal to
remove all  barriers to
planting and felling of
trees is particularly wor-
rying and threatens safe-
guards for our belea-
guered natural heritage
and ecosystems, such as
the avoidance of tree-
planting on peat soils and
in areas important for
breeding waders and on
High Nature Value farm-
land, inevitably leading
to catastrophic conse-
quences for these impor-
tant features of Irelandís
biodiversity. We need to
plant a lot more trees but
they must be planted in
the right places avoiding
unintended consequences
to climate and biodiversi-
ty."
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Extensive waiting lists at Centre for
Obesity Management in St. Columcille’s

John Brady TD. 

Sinn Féin TD John Brady has raised serious concerns about the extensive waiting lists at the Centre for Obesity Management in St.
Columcille's Hospital, Loughlinstown. The clinic, one of only two public facilities in Ireland offering specialised multi-disciplinary obesity
treatment, is struggling to cope with demand.

Figures shared with Deputy Brady
reveal that 5,442 patients are current-
ly on the waiting list for the clinic,
with 703 of these individuals waiting
over four years. 

Alarmingly, some patients have
been waiting for as long as seven
years. Despite this, the clinic oper-
ates with just 4.4 dietitian positions.

Speaking on  the  i ssue ,  Deputy
Brady said: “According to the HSE,
23% of Ireland’s population is obese.
This is an alarming figure that places
immense pressure on an already over-
stretched health service. The HSE has
an obligation to prioritise prevention

and early intervention in tackling
public health challenges like obesity.

“The model of care for managing
obesity promotes a multi-disciplinary
approach, addressing factors such as
lifestyle, genetics, and socioeconom-
ic  c i rcumstances .  However,  the
resources allocated to this clinic are
woefu l ly  inadequate  to  meet  the
demand.

“Many constituents have contacted
me about their inability to secure an
appointment at the Centre for Obesity
Management. Some have been wait-
ing up to seven years while their
health continues to deteriorate.

“Patients are becoming so desper-
ate that they are considering traveling
abroad for expensive surgical proce-
dures, despite the financial burden
and the  r i sks  to  the i r  hea l th .
Tragically, some Irish people have
died following medical procedures
carried out overseas.

“For those left waiting, the stress,
anxiety, and worsening physical and
mental health are taking a heavy toll.
It is unacceptable that patients are
being forced into this situation.

“The staff at the clinic are doing
everything possible within their lim-
ited resources. Effective treatment

plans and procedures are in place, but
there simply aren’t enough staff to
manage the volume of patients.

“It is disgraceful that nearly 5,500
people are on the waiting list, with
hundreds waiting over four years. I
have been raising this issue with the
Minister for Health since 2022, but
my cal ls  for  addit ional  resources
have fallen on deaf ears I am once
again urging the Minister and the
HSE to act now and provide the fund-
ing and staffing needed to ensure that
those on the waiting list can finally
access the treatment they urgently
require.” 

‘Nine-hour wait for an ambulance:
scarcity of advanced paramedic

cover needs to be addressed’
The scarcity of advanced paramedic cover in the Wicklow-Wexford
constituency needs to be addressed as a matter of urgency, newly
elected Sinn Féin TD from Gorey, Fionntán Ó Súilleabháin has said. 

"Whilst it is shambol-
ic that any member of
the public should have
to wait almost 9 hours
(in total eight hours and
fifty-seven minutes) for
an ambulance to even
be  d ispa tched ,  i t  i s
equally as shocking that
this emergency ambu-
lance with two highly

trained members of staff
on  board ,  one  an
advanced  paramedic ,
was unavailable to ser-
vice their own area for a
period of nearly three
hours," said Deputy Ó
Súilleabháin. 

"Many within the ser-
vice believe the delay is
most certainly down to

s taff ing  i ssues  which
will continue to be an
issue ,  as  many par-
amedics  a re  ac t ive ly
looking for other lines
of employment outside
of the NAS due to the
simple fact that there is
no longer any progres-
sion within the role of
Paramedic. 

"The NAS Director
was  in  f ront  of  the
Leinster House Public
Accounts  Commit tee
last year and was ques-
tioned at length regard-
ing the current capacity
of  the  NAS and  the
future project ions for
meeting the demand and
al ternat ive care path-
ways that the NAS can
engage to treat patients
in  the i r  own homes ,
thus,  easing the pres-

sure on our ED's. 
"These projects, how-

ever  grea t  they  may
sound are at the present
time understaffed and
under  resourced  and
have been placed at the
foref ront  of  the  NAS
training programme at
the  expense  of  the
Advanced  Paramedic
Programme. This pro-
gramme was the  only
one that offered clinical
progress ion  for  Par-

amedics within the NAS
and  which just  about
br ings  Paramedics  in
this country up to inter-
national standard.

"This progression has
now been  removed 
from staff,  decreasing
the level of Advanced
Paramedics  on ambu-
lances across the state.
Lives are being put at
risk. This needs to be
addressed as a matter of
urgency."Fionntán O Súilleabháin. 

Whitmore calls for access to
free HRT for Wicklow patients 
Jennifer Whitmore TD has called for the roll out of free Hormone
Replacement Treatment access to be urgently delivered. €20m was
allocated in Budget 2025 to fund HRT products on prescription from
January of this year, however due to lack of planning the scheme has
now been delayed. 

Speaking about this  Deputy
Whitmore said:  "The fai lure to
deliver this scheme has left GPs and
patients across Wicklow in the lurch.
Many people have factored in this
planned reduce to cost to their per-
sonal finances and healthcare, and it
is completely unacceptable that is
has not been delivered. 

"I have had women from across
Wicklow reach out to me on this
issue very upset that this much antic-
ipated measure has been delayed.
Much political hay was made from
the announcement by the outgoing
Minister for Health that €20 million
in funding was made available to
fund this programme in the last bud-
get. To not have this scheme in place
by the announced start date looks
like nothing short of playing politics
with people's health. 

"The Department of Health must
immediately explain the reasons for
this unacceptable delay and outline
what steps now need to be taken to
get  the scheme up and running.
Consideration should also be given
to reimbursing women for any HRT
costs they incur between now and
the eventual introduction of the ini-
tiative." Jennifer Whitmore TD. 

Pictured is Everlast athlete, Katie Taylor at Sports Direct’s Carrickmines store today. Sports Direct and Everlast hosted a
fan event today in the Dublin store to launch Everlastís new partnership with Olympic gold medallist and two-weight
undisputed champion Katie Taylor. Fans in attendance were treated to an exclusive audience with Katie and renowned box-
ing pundit, Steve Bunce, before getting a chance to meet the World Champion boxer.
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Olivia Connell at the Wicklow Workshop in St. Mary's Hall, Arklow . Students from Arklow and
surrounding counties met in St Mary's College Hall on Sunday to participate in a Wicked
Workshop. They spent five intense hours learning the music with singing teacher Karla Tracey
and the choreography with Ashling Minogue. Students came in style, channelling their inner
Elphaba or Glinda, from the new movie musical released in November, which has created much
hype and excitement among musical theatre audiences around the world. 

Get involved in the iconic
Whale Theatre's next chapter
An open invitation to Greystones community to participate

in Whale Working Group's proposal
After 10 years of ownership, Ross McParland, founder and owner of the Whale Theatre, has
announced that he will retire in the summer of 2025. This leaves the doors of the Whale
Theatre open for new, fresh and exciting ideas to continue the venue's legacy as a thriving arts
hub in Greystones. 

In response to his invitation for proposals, mem-
bers of two local community groups, Making Waves
Youth Theatre (a registered charity) and Greystones
Players Community Theatre Group, acting as the
'Whale Working Group', are in the process of putting
a proposal together, whereby invested members of the
community will assume management of the theatre. 

The Whale Working Group's mission is to continue
to build on the legacy that this unique entertainment
amenity and arts hub has already given to the com-
munity. 

A representative from Whale Theatre Working
Group said “We propose to further develop its poten-
tial as an accessible and welcoming resource for local

artists, musicians, community, business and cultural
groups as a performance, educational, meeting, work-
shop and practice/rehearsal space. 

“The Whale Working Group invites members of
the community in Greystones and the wider local
community to participate in this proposal. If you are
an arts or community group, a business, an artist or
an interested individual and would like to register
your interest in using the theatre or contributing
through sponsorship, fundraising, ideas, support 
or endorsement, please go to https://
forms.gle/Juauba9mqw6BzRXV6 to complete our
Expression of Interest form or email whaleworking-
group1@gmail.com by 22 January 2025.” 

Local Wicklow writer Tracy Holmes has just written her first
book, a memoir, which is being published on February 6th. It is
titled Raising Resilience: A Mother's Journey to Rediscovering
Self Among Struggles'. 

Raising Resilience 
Local mother shares personal struggles

and insights in  memoir 

Tracy is a devoted mother of
three. Since embarking on her work
life at the age of 15, Tracy has devel-
oped a passion for food retail, climb-
ing the ranks within a prestigious
food establishment before co-found-
ing her own catering business with
her husband, Andrew, in 2013.

Though career-driven and fiercely
independent, Tracy's life took an
unexpected turn with
the birth of her twins
in 2021. Born prema-
turely,  one of her
twins required exten-
sive medical care,
spending his first
year in hospital. The
postnatal diagnosis
of Down Syndrome
and the subsequent
challenges prompted
Tracy to reassess her
priorities and values.

Now, in 2024,
Tracy and her family
enjoy a contented
life in Greystones.
Her experience as a
mother to a child
with additional needs
has brought its share
of fears and anxi-
eties, but it has also
revealed moments of
joy and hope. Tracy
is committed to shar-
ing the posit ive

aspects of her journey with others.
Motivated by her personal battles,

including overcoming a postnatal
mental health crisis in 2021, Tracy
has penned a book to share her story.
She believes her experiences offer
valuable insights for other women
facing similar challenges, providing
inspiration and support in their own
journeys.
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Casey confirms over 2,000
homes commenced construction
in Wicklow over past 12 months

Senator Pat Casey. 

Record 60,243 new homes commenced nationwide in 2024
Fianna Fail Senator Pat Casey has welcomed the publication of monthly data by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
on the number of Commencements Notices (residential construction starts) for 2024. The data shows that between January and December
2024, there were 60,243 new homes commenced, up 84% from the 32,801 recorded in 2023. 

This equates to, on average, 239 new
homes commenced every working day
during 2024. This is the highest number of
annual residential commencements since
records began in 2014.

In Wicklow, 2,109 houses commenced
construction last year. Welcoming the fig-
ures, Senator Casey said: "I'm delighted
that these figures have confirmed positive
momentum in housing supply here in

Wicklow. Over the past year, we have
seen over 2,000 new homes commence
construction in Wicklow. This is positive
progress for our communities here and we
need these and more new homes to be
delivered.

"As a party, Fianna Fail has placed a
top priority on doing everything we can to
help people to afford to buy or rent a
home.

"I am pleased that these statistics show
we are making progress, that homes are
being built and my focus will be on doing
whatever I can to keep this positive
momentum going.”

Minister for Housing, Local
Government and Heritage, Darragh
OíBrien said: “Strong figures on home
starts in 2024 confirm that a robust stock
of new housing is in the pipeline.

"Government initiatives such as the
development levy waiver and the Uisce
Eireann rebate have had a positive impact
in getting projects off the ground with the
ultimate goal of increasing our housing
supply to meet housing needs.

“This significant rise in housing supply
will enable more people to become home-
owners and also help increase access to a
wider range of secure housing options.”

Wicklow house prices rise 4pc in 12 months
The price of the average second-hand three-bed semi in Co Wicklow has increased to
€375,600, up 4pc from €362,000 in the last twelve months, according to a national survey by
Real Estate Alliance.

Across the county, the Q4 REA
Average House Price Index shows
that buyers coming from outside
the county accounted for 5pc of
purchasers between October and
December, with landlords selling
accounting for 8pc of sales. 

In 2024, Blessington prices
rose 4pc in 2024 to €375,000,
while prices in Baltinglass rose by
8.2pc to €265,000.

"At an average, second-hand
sales in the area figure below the
national," said Simon Murphy of
REA Murphy Balt inglass and
Blessington. "It is expected that
the increase in supply in locations
closer to employment centres will
cause current prices in secondary
locations to stabilise.  

"My predictions are based on
the interest rate rises having an
impact on the market. The short-

age of supply not only countered
the interest rate rises, but also
delivered a r ise in market
prices.An expected improvement
in supply to the private market in
areas closer to the capital may
contribute to a s tabil is ing of
prices."

The REA Average House Price
Index concentrates on the sale
price of Ireland's typical stock
home, the three-bed semi, giving
an accurate picture of the second-
hand property market in towns
and cities countrywide.

House prices in western coun-
ties increased at twice the rate of
the east coast last year as buyers
battle over the lowest supply on
record, the survey found. The
absence of new home building,
and historically low supply has
seen three bed semi-detached

homes in counties Clare, Donegal,
Galway,  Limerick,  Mayo,
Roscommon and Sligo increase
by over €10,000 in the past 12
weeks - with an average annual
rise of 16pc.

This is  twice the rate of
increase in commuter counties,
which rose by 7.5pc over 2024.
The actual selling price of a three-
bed, semi-detached house across
the country rose by 2.1pc in the
past three months to €330,602,
and 9pc overall annually.

REA agents nationwide are pre-
dicting a 6pc rise in house prices
in 2025.

Actual selling prices in Dublin
city rose by 1.8pc in the last three
months, and the average three-bed
semi in the capital is now selling at
€542,000.

Prices in the major cities outside

the capital rose by an average of
2pc to €348,000 in the last three
months - an annual rate of increase
of 7.7pc, with agents predicting a
further 9pc rise in 2025.

Homes in the country’s large
towns continue to show the biggest
growth nationwide, up 11.5pc on
last September and 2.6pc this quar-
ter to an average of €249,448.

Homes in commuter counties
rose by 2pc over the past three
months to an average of
€ 343,778,  an annual  r ise of
7.5pc.

House rebuild costs in Wicklow have increased by average of 3%
The latest House Rebuilding Guide published by the Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland
(SCSI) shows that national average re-build costs, which include demolition and site clear-
ance, have increased by an average of 6.2% over the past 12 months.

The rate of increase in the Dublin region - which
includes Wicklow - was half the national rate at 3%,
but the region still has the highest rebuild rates in the
country. The SCSI's House Rebuilding Guide, which
has been published annually since 1989, is used by
homeowners to calculate the rebuilding costs of their
home for house insurance purposes.

While welcoming a moderation in the rate of
increase - last year's national average increase was
12% -  Chartered Quantity Surveyor Kevin Brady
said labour costs and skills shortages are continuing
to drive rebuild costs. 

"Due to covid, the war in Ukraine, high energy
prices and supply chain issues the construction mar-
ket experienced significant volatility over the last
five years. The resolution of some shortages and sup-
ply chain issues has led to the cost of some materials
moderating - the price of insulation, timber and paint
for example have generally settled down." 

"However, we are continuing to see increased
costs in labour intensive tasks such as demolition
and disposal of waste material while skill shortages
across plumbing, electrical, heating and other trades
are also contributing to increased costs. SCSI mem-
bers are saying the demand for builders throughout
the country remains at an all-time high and this is
also a contributory factor to the increases we are see-
ing in this yearís figures. The introduction of the
concrete levy has increased the cost of pre-cast and
pouring concrete while the introduction of two new

levies on waste and disposal in September is likely to
increase costs going forward." 

Regional Breakdown

This year's Guide shows that increases in rebuild
costs range from 3% in the Dublin/Wicklow region to
10% in the North-West. Although Dublin / Wicklow
recorded the lowest increase, the region has the high-
est rebuild costs while the North-West, which record-
ed the biggest increase, has the lowest. This year three
discernible groups emerged across the regions. In the
Dublin region and Galway rebuild costs increased by
3% and 4%, in Limerick and Waterford the figures
were 5% and 6% respectively while at the higher end
the increases ranged from 8% in Cork and the North
East to 10% in the North West. Kevin Brady says the
main reason for regional variations are differences in
demand for builders and tradespeople.

"Higher increases were reported in the Dublin
region some years back and it clearly has the highest
rebuild costs now. This probably explains why the rate
of increase there is somewhat lower, but demand for
builders in Dublin and neighbouring counties remains
very high.  Cork has experienced a boost in activity
over the past two years and that is reflected in higher
rates there. Similarly, the North East is experiencing
significant development and the increased pressure on
labour and availability of builders has we believe
resulted in an increase in rates in this region also.

Again, in the North West we are seeing increased mar-
ket activity and continuing labour shortages with
many builders and trades people pursuing the higher
rates which are on offer in other locations." 

Importance of being properly insured 

While price increases may have moderated, the
Dublin region, not surprisingly as Fig 1 one shows,
still has the highest rebuild costs, while the North-
West has the lowest.   

According to these figures the minimum base cost
of rebuilding a 3-bed semi, the most common house
type in the country is €312,620 in Dublin / Wicklow
(98sqm x €3,190) while the minimum base cost of
rebuilding a similar house in the North-West, is
€247,744 (98sqm x €2,528) - a difference of close to
€65,000 (See Fig 2). The SCSI is urging homeown-
ers to take the time to ascertain the correct reinstate-
ment cost based on house type and location. 

"Homeowners need to ensure their house is ade-
quately insured so that in the event of a total or par-
tial loss situation ie a fire, they are covered under
their insurance policy when reinstating or rebuilding.
For example, rebuild costs for a 3-bed-semi - see Fig
2- the most common house type in the country have
increased over the past 12 months from €9,400 to
over €22,500 depending on where you live.

"While these increases are significant it does not
necessarily mean premiums will increase on a pro-
rata basis and homeowners are advised to shop
around when seeking insurance cover for their
homes. Itís really important for Wicklow homeown-
ers to put aside ten minutes to use the SCSI Home

Rebuild Calculator, which is free ñ to get an accurate
reinstatement figure and ensure their home insurance
is up to date. If itís not they need to contact their
home insurer. Some insurers are now auto adjusting
insurance policies on an annual basis and homeown-
ers need to satisfy themselves that any quotes they
receive are aligned with current rebuild rates," Mr
Brady said. 

The SCSI points out that the rebuild figures are
based on estate type houses and people with one-off
homes or period properties are advised to contact
their local chartered surveyor. A list of chartered
quantity and building surveyors who carry out these
assessments is also available on the SCSI website. 

Dangers of under insurance and underestimating
reinstatement costs

The President of the SCSI Kevin Hollingsworth,
who's from Dublin, said two related issues which
come up on a regular basis regarding insurance are
consumers underinsuring their property and underes-
timating the cost of reinstating the property.

Many homeowners do not realise that if they are
not adequately insured, they may be penalised under
their policy by having to pay a certain proportion of
the reinstatement costs out of their own pocket. 

"If the actual rebuilding cost of a property is
€400,000 but the sum insured is for €200,000, that
property is massively underinsured. In the result of a 
genuine claim for damage covered under the policy
of €90,000 being made, the insurance company pay-
out will only be €45,000 as the policy holder was
50% underinsured.
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Our mission has always been to
respectfully care for the person who has
died, while guiding families with the best
advice and services available. Care cou-
pled with meticulous attention to detail is
at the heart of what we do.

Funerals have always held deep signifi-
cance in Ireland,  although what has
changed in recent years, are the types of
funerals available to the public that go
beyond the traditional. 

We are here to help you create a mean-
ingful occasion to honour and remember
those who have died. We offer guidance
and support to ensure your personal
wishes are fulfilled. Here are some mod-
ern trends and practices in funeral
arrangements:

• Traditional funeral: this may include a
gathering (public or private) in the funeral
home, residence or other location, with a
funeral service or mass the next day, fol-
lowed by burial, cremation or *resomation
• Secular/non-religious: this may include
a gathering in the funeral home, residence
or other location, a chance for people to
pay their respects. The following day
there is a funeral service/celebration of
life. Our funeral home offers a beautiful

space for the service, and with ample
parking it makes for a stress-free choice.
This service is bespoke, and can include
favourite music, poetry, readings, together
with eulogies/tributes and a slideshow of
photos capturing the person’s life. After
the service there is a burial, cremation or
*resomation. An experienced funeral cele-
brant will lead you through the process
including planning and performing the
service.
• Direct Funeral: this option is a personal
choice whether for its simplicity or as a
cost-effective way of ensuring a respectful
funeral. The person would be removed
from their place of death, then taken
directly for burial, cremation or *resoma-
tion.
• Pre-plannning: the opportunity to pre-
plan your funeral can bring peace of mind
to you and your loved ones
*Resomation – or water cremation is a
process of alkaline hydrolysis which like
cremation provides, at its conclusion, the
ashes of the deceased.

From flowers to funeral notices, book-
lets and all the finer details, we are at
hand to organise and make the arrange-
ments that matter to your family.

Colliers Funeral Home
A tradition of care & respect

Serving our community for over five generations, the Collier
family has consistently provided compassionate funeral 

services. 

Is there a service you are 
curious about?

One of our team will be here to answer your questions.
01 -272 0777       info@colliersfuneraldirectors.com
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Arklow Roots Music:
Jessica Pearson and

the East Wind
Arklow Roots Music - Jessica Pearson and the East Wind from Canada, Thursday 23rd Jan at
The Bridge Hotel Arklow 8.30 pm. Support by Arklow singer Tamara Penston. This is a 
donations based concert and places can be reserved on Eventbrite.

Jessica Pearson and the East Wind. 

Jessica Pearson and the East Wind are a vibrant
folk trio from Canada and their work can be found
on Spotify, YouTube and the usual channels. Their
version of Morning Star, Live at the Chelsea Hotel
gives a good idea of their work, but their repertoire
is very varied. Whether through the melodic story-
telling of their songs or the engaging twists of their
live shows, Jessica Pearson and The East Wind
invite their audience on a journey that celebrates
both the tradition of folk music and the excitement

of modern-day entertainment. They have toured
extensively in Canada, Ireland, the UK and are cur-
rently in Ireland for the Roots are Showing folk con-
ference in Killarney. During the Covid lockdown
they performed for Arklow Roots Music on a Zoom
gig! 

Tamara Penston is an up and coming Arklow
Arklow singer-songwriter who has impressed at the
monthly informal sessions at the Bridge Hotel (2nd
Thursday of each month).

Arts Council announces first round of direct grant funding worth €68.5m
Two organisations in Wicklow to receive a total of €352,800 in funding 

The Arts Council has announced its first round of funding decisions for 2025, awarding 175 arts organisations, arts
centres and arts studios grants amounting to €68.5 million. These grants will support arts organisations and centres to
support and develop the arts nationwide. 

41 arts centres were
awarded a total of €10
million in this round of
funding, which will sup-
port the running of each
centre. In addition, 30
Art Studio Spaces will
receive € 746,000 in
funding grants, providing
a workspace for 1,117
Visual Artists in 15 coun-
ties. 

In Wicklow, the

Mermaid Arts Centre
will receive €330,000
through Arts Centre
funding while Signal
Arts Centre will  be
awarded €22,800, sup-
porting 85 artists through
the Visual Artists
Workspace Scheme. 

Applications for fund-
ing to the Arts Council
are continuing to r ise
with an unprecedented

amount of grant support
sought, now at 245% that
of 2019 levels. The gap
between the amount of
funding offered and the
amount requested is also
at a record level. 

In its 2025 awards, the
Arts Council will priori-
tise support to the arts
organisational infrastruc-
ture, while continuing its
investment in individual

artists, focusing on those
not previously supported
by the organisation in
line with its inclusion
objectives.

Chair  of the Arts
Council, Maura McGrath
said: "The Art Council's
budget for 2025 will be
used to support, strength-
en and help develop arts
organisations across the
country. This first round

of funding decisions for
2025 will  help allow
artists ,  audiences and
communities to come
together through the uni-
fying power of art .
However, we recognise
the difficulties and chal-
lenges that the current
level of available fund-
ing brings. We commit to
advocating for increased
funding for our sector."

Maureen Kennelly,
Director of the Arts
Council ,  commented,
"Grant supports are vital
to the continued growth
and development of the
arts  in Ireland.  These
funding decisions will
help ensure that organi-
sations throughout the
country are empowered
to realise compell ing
visions across all  art-
forms. This f inancial
support will allow people
of al l  ages and back-
grounds to engage with
and experience the very
best of the arts in our
country."  

All recipients of this
funding will play a role
in sustaining and devel-
oping the arts in Ireland.
These organisations, cen-
tres and studios provide
an organisational infras-
tructure for the arts sec-
tor and have been award-
ed grants following an
application process and
in line with Arts Council
strategic goals. Specific
cri teria against  which
applications from organi-
sations are assessed are
art ist ic quali ty and
development of the arts,
public engagement,
organisational capacity,

the importance of the
organisation in the arts
infrastructure and their
commitment to equality,
diversity and inclusion. 
• In 2025 there will be 33
direct grant schemes, all
are open and competi-
tive. 
• In 2024, as part of its
work programme, the
Arts Council provided
grant support through its
schemes to: 1880 indi-
viduals, 588 organisa-
tions, 318 schools, 201
projects, 140 festivals,
31 local authorities, 19
Creative Places (commu-
nities).

Wicklow finalists announced for Business
of Craft Awards at Showcase 2025

Two craft and design businesses from County Wicklow have been shortlisted for the finals of the Business of Craft Awards, which will
take place as part of the Local Enterprise Showcase at the Showcase Craft Trade Fair 2025 in the RDS, taking place from Sunday, 19th to
Tuesday, 21st January. 

Culu Design and One
Dame Lane, both of
which are supported by
LEO Wicklow, have been
shortlisted in the 'One to

Watch' category in what
is the second year of the
Business of Craft Awards.
They will be joined in the
LEO Wicklow area by

two other local compa-
nies: Amurelle Bedlinen
and Living Earth
Photography.

Culu Design is owned
by Louise OíHara from
Bray, while One Dame
Lane is run by Lyndsey
Cavanagh from Grey-
stones. Both businesses
specialize in designing
and manufacturing beau-
tiful women's jewellery
with a contemporary
twist. 

Amurelle was founded
by Hannah Sanusi in
Greystones and focuses
on high-quality linen and
cotton bedding, while
Aidan Whiteís Living
Earth Photography sells
exquisite prints of Irish
landscapes.

Vibeke Delahunt, Head
of Enterprise at LEO
Wicklow, commented,
"The addition of the
Business of Craft Awards
to the Local Enterprise
Showcase at Showcase is
a significant boost for the
companies.  It helps to
highlight some of the
best-in-class businesses
from the design and craft
sector across the country
and we are doing that in

front of key buyers both
nationally and interna-
tionally.  So, it  gives
businesses that extra
competitive advantage as
we look forward to the
event."

Emer O'Gorman, Chief
Executive of Wicklow
County Council, congrat-
ulated the exhibitors, stat-
ing, "On the whole
Showcase 2025 is going
to be a huge event for our
four Local Enterprise
Office supported compa-
nies taking part.  They get
the chance to meet with
buyers from all over the
world and itís three days
that could change their
business forever.  LEO
staff have been working
closely with them all to
ensure they can maximise
their participation so
there is a lot of excite-
ment ahead of the event
this year." 

The Local Enterprise
Office (LEO) awards
were open to all LEO
clients exhibiting at the
event as part of the Local
Enterprise Showcase,
which showcases 105
small craft businesses
from LEOs nationwide.

This is the second year of
the awards, which cele-
brate the business aspect
behind the remarkable
craft and design products
created across the country. 

Mary Blanchfield,
interim Chief Executive
of the Design & Crafts
Council Ireland (DCCI),
commented, "Congratulat-
ions to all the finalists of
the LEOs Business of
Craft Awards. These
awards are a great way to
celebrate the business
models of craftspeople
across the country.
Showcase 2025 promises
to highlight the very best
of Irish talent and creativi-
ty. At Design & Crafts
Council Ireland (DCCI),
we are delighted to have
the opportunity to provide
support a dynamic plat-
form for businesses to
connect and collaborate
with both domestic and
international buyers. We
look forward to working
closely with the Local
Enterprise Offices to wel-
come all the exhibitors
and to build on the success
of last yearís show." 

Showcase 2025, a pin-
nacle event in the global

design and crafts calendar,
attracts thousands of buy-
ers from around the world,
including those from
Ireland, the UK, USA,
mainland Europe, Asia,
and Africa, generating
millions of euros in sales
orders during the show.
Showcase is presented by
the Design & Crafts
Council Ireland, with sup-
port from Enterprise
Ireland in promoting the
trade show internationally
through their network of
offices overseas, along
with the Local Enterprise
Offices nationwide. 

The Local Enterprise
Showcase is just one of
several initiatives run by
the Local Enterprise
Offices throughout the
year to foster entrep-
reneurship and support the
growth of small business-
es. Other events include
Local Enterprise Week,
National Women's Ent-
erprise Day, the National
Enterprise 

Awards, the Student
Enterprise Programme,
and the Local Enterprise
Village as part of the
National Ploughing Cha-
mpionships. Louise O'Hara, Cula Designs.Lyndsey Cavanagh, One Dame Lame Jewellery.
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Bray's Emmet Kirwan
brings his transformative hit
stage show ACCENTS home
Opens at Mermaid Arts Centre, Bray (Feb 5th- 7th)

Photo by Fruit Frame.

Following two sold-out runs in 2022, Wicklow resident, Emmet Kirwan's ACCENTS returns to the stage this January
for a much-anticipated tour of Ireland. Nominated for Best Soundscape at the Irish Times Theatre Awards in 2023.
Written by Emmet Kirwan (Dublin Oldschool), and music composed by Eoin French (Talos) and directed by Claire
O'Reilly (Malaprop Theatre), ACCENTS presents a powerful, poetic journey through a gentrified city.

This 2025 tour of the show is dedicated
to the memory of the late musician Eoin
French who sadly passed away earlier this
year. The show tours to 6 venues, opening
at Mermaid Arts Centre before continuing
on to Limerick, Cork and Galway.

ACCENTS is a transformative show
about the arrival of new life, the families
we try to create, the families we may never
have, and the post-crash boom generation
living a life delayed. Prompted by the birth
of Kirwan's first  son, the actor-writer
explores the sounds of our voices and how
they define us, how we're perceived and
how they can give us power.

The play takes the form of eight poems
delivered against French's incredible sound-
track. The show has its own unique uni-
verse with its own gravitational pull, with

an expanding and contracting celestial
rhythm driven by playwright and spoken
word artist Emmet Kirwan, under the com-
pelling and energetic direction of one of
Ireland's most exciting directors, Claire
O'Reilly. 

It is Kirwan's Big Bang stage presence,
his pulsating l ife-affirming energies
through words and movement that make
this show a must for your new year outings.

Accompanied by the amazing musical
talents of Ben Bix and Brian (The Line)
Dillon, two classically trained musicians
and members of the experimental electronic
super group Melty Brains. Through their
multi-instrumental talents they bring Eoinís
exquisite score to life. 

Speaking about Accents, Emmet Kirwan
said:  "I am thrilled to bring Accents back

to Irish stage and to a larger audience. I set
out to write a contemporary piece about life
in modern Ireland five years ago alongside
Eoin. Life has changed for everyone since
then including myself and becoming a
father and that changed the narrative of not
only my own story but the narrative of this
play, and the loss of Eoin has profoundly
affected all of us and changed how we see
the world and his work, we hope to bring
Eoin French's incredible score and  body of
work back to the stage so it can be heard by
new audiences and make sure that it still
pulsates and lives on in peoplesí memories.
I know he was incredibly proud of what he
made and we want people to hear that. This
show is laugh out loud  funny, energetic,
entertaining, and also extremely life affirm-
ing." 

46th Bray One Act
Drama Festival returns

to the Mermaid 
Drama enthusiasts, mark your calendars! The 46th Bray One Act
Drama Festival is set to take centre stage at The Mermaid Arts
Centre, Bray, from Tuesday, January 28th, to Saturday, February 1st,
2025. Each evening's performances will commence at 7:30 PM,
promising five nights of exceptional talent and creativity.

The  f e s t i va l  k i cks
o ff  on  Tuesday,
Janua ry  28 th ,  w i th  a
spec ia l  You th  Nigh t ,
featuring performances
by  Ardc lough  You th
Theatre ,  Bray School
of Speech and Drama,
and East Glendalough
School .  This  evening
highlights the budding
talent of young actors
and the i r  pass ion  for
the dramatic arts.

From Wednesday to
Saturday, drama groups
f rom ac ross  Le ins te r
will compete for covet-
ed awards, with three
different groups taking
the  s tage  each  n ight .
Fe s t i va l  ad jud i ca to r
Geo ff  O 'Kee ff e ,  r e -
nowned for his exper-
t i s e  i n  t he  d r ama t i c
a r t s ,  w i l l  p rov ide
insightful commentary
each  even ing  and
determine the winners
at  the week's  conclu-
sion.

This year, the festi-
val continues its proud
tradition of supporting
charitable causes, with

proceeds going to The
Wicklow Hospice.

Tickets are available
now th rough  t he
Mermaid Arts Centre's
websi te  a t  www.mer-
maidartscentre.ie or by
calling the box office
at 01 272 4030.

For the full festival
programme and further
details, visitwww.bray-
oneac td r ama . com o r
fo l l ow  us  on  soc i a l
media.

Come a long  fo r  an
unforgettable week of
d r ama ,  compe t i t i on ,
and camaraderie!

The  Bray  One  Ac t
Drama  Fes t i va l  ha s
been a cornerstone of
the local arts scene for
46 years ,  showcasing
outs tanding  dramat ic
t a l en t  f r om you th
g roups  and  seasoned
drama teams alike. The
festival is a celebration
of  c rea t iv i ty,  pe r for -
mance ,  and  comm-
un i ty  sp i r i t ,  b r i ng -
ing  peop l e  t oge the r
t h rough  t he  l ove  o f
theatre.

Dorothy OBrien William Mansfield Alan Mulligan Joan Gregg Andrew McCleane Derek Pullen.
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Donnelly highlights ‘unprecedented investment’ in
Wicklow health services as term of office concludes

Stephen Donnelly. 

As Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly concludes his term, he highlights the substantial investments made in County Wicklow's health ser-
vices, underscoring the government's commitment to enhancing healthcare infrastructure and community support in the region.

2025 Health Capital Plan

Minister Donnelly has
agreed the 2025 Health
Capital Plan with the HSE
- the largest ever capital
funding to date, totally
over €1.45 billion. 2025
will see over €10 million
invested in health infras-
tructure in Wicklow.
Projects funded in 2025
include: 
• Development of addi-
tional rooms and a new
Day Centre at Baltinglass
Community Hospital;
• Construction is expected
to commence on Grey-
stones Primary Care
Centre (subject to plan-
ning permission); 
• New 95 bed Community
Nursing Unit at St.
Coleman's Rathdrum.

2025 Funding for
Wicklow's Cancer
Support Groups

Minister Donnelly pro-
vided government funding
for cancer support groups
in 2024 for the first time,
and secured permanent
annual funding for ser-

vices in 2025. The follow-
ing cancer support groups
have been approved for
funding by Minister
Donnelly in 2025: Purple
House Bray €145,000 -
€158,000; Arklow Cancer
Support €38,000 -
€41,000; Greystones
Cancer Support
€34,000 - €37,000;
Wicklow Town Cancer
Support; €34,000 -
€37,000; Rathdrum
Cancer Support €12,000 -
€15,000; Roundwood
Cancer Support €5,000 -
€7,000; West Wicklow
Cancer Support €1,000 -
€3,000. 

Enhancement of
Wicklow Community

Unit

A significant achieve-
ment during Minister
Donnelly's tenure is the
refurbishment and reopen-
ing of the Wicklow
Community Unit in
Wicklow Town. Formerly
known as Wicklow
District Hospital, with an
investment of €1.5 mil-
lion, it was extensively

renovated to meet modern
healthcare standards and
reopened to serve the
needs of older adults in
the community. 

Minister Donnelly said:
“The unit now offers 18
beds dedicated to short-
stay services, including
rehabilitation, convales-
cence, respite, and day
services, making it the
only public dedicated
short-stay unit for older
adults in County Wicklow.” 

Support for
Parkinson's Disease

Services

In February 2024,
Minister Donnelly offi-
cially launched the
Wicklow branch of
Parkinson's Ireland in
Ashford, marking the 19th
branch of the organisa-
tion. This initiative aims
to deliver vital services to
approximately 500 indi-
viduals living with
Parkinson's in Wicklow,
along with their families
and caregivers. During the
launch, Minister Donnelly
acknowledged the impor-

tance of such community-
based services and
secured government fund-
ing for Parkinson's Ireland
to ensure sustained sup-
port for those affected by
the condition.  

Commitment to
Community-Based

Healthcare

Minister Donnelly
emphasised the impor-
tance of community-based
healthcare services
throughout his time as
Minister for Health. He
opened four new Primary
Care Centres in Wicklow
(Bray, Arklow, Rathdrum
and Baltinglass) and
secured the submission of
the planning application
for another to serve
Greystones, Delgany and
Kilcoole. 

The Enhanced Comm-
unity Care Programme
provides management of
chronic disease conditions
closer to people's homes
and operates from the
Bray and Arklow Primary
Care Centres. 

Minister Donnelly

added: “These services
ensure people do not have
to travel to hospital in
Dublin for treatment of
their conditions. I was
pleased as Minister to
show that we were able to
respond to the needs of
the growing older popula-
tion of County Wicklow.
New or upgraded facilities
are vital to the delivery of
our Enhanced Community
Care Programme, enab-
ling people to receive care
close to home.”  

Further Investment in
Wicklow Healthcare:

• Over €20 million invest-
ment in Wicklow Hospice
ensuring they could pay
off the mortgage and hire
additional staff
• Capital funding for
'Meals on Wheels'
Services
• Secured the future of the
St. Jospeh's dementia ser-
vice in Shankill
• Investment in mental
health facilities in
Wicklow
• Play Therapists for
Schools in Greystones.

Future Outlook

Reflecting on the
progress made, Minister
Donnelly said: “I leave
office in the coming days
confident that with the
funding secured during my
time as Minister that we
will see the continued
development of Wicklow's
health services over the
next five years. 

“The investments and
initiatives undertaken over
the past five years have
laid a strong foundation for
future advancements, and
will ensure the residents of
Wicklow have access to
high-quality healthcare ser-
vices within their commu-
nity for years to come.

“I'd also like to extend
my gratitude to the health-
care professionals, commu-
nity organisations, and res-
idents of Wicklow for their
support and collaboration. I
leave office with an opti-
mism about the future of
healthcare in our great
county, and I am confident
that the momentum
achieved will continue.”

Wicklow students lead the way in promoting online safety
Three students from Wicklow are among over 100 students across
Ireland taking part in the Webwise Safer Internet Day (SID)
Ambassador Training Programme 2025. 

This peer-led initiative
equips students with the
knowledge and skills to
run their own online safety
campaigns in their schools
and local communities. As
part of the programme,
Shriya Mishra, St.Davidís
Holy Faith Secondary
School; and Ruby Wallace
and Ruby Dixon Colaiste
BhrÌde Carnew attended
an in-person training day
in Dublin, where they
received support and guid-
ance from the Webwise

Youth Advisory Panel. 
The Ambassador Train-

ing Programme em-pow-
ers students to take a lead-
ing role in creating a safer,
better internet by tackling
key issues like online bul-
lying, misinformation,
wellbeing, privacy, and
digital rights. 

The theme for Safer
Internet Day 2025, hap-
pening on Tuesday,
February 11th, is "Prepare
/ Protect / Thrive:
Navigating Algorithms

and Influencers." This
year's campaign encour-
ages schools, parents,
young people, and educa-
tors to explore how algo-
rithms and influencers
shape young people's
online lives. The aim is to
equip children with the
skills to navigate the
opportunities and chal-
lenges of these powerful
online influences. 

Safer Internet Day
(SID) is an EU wide initia-
tive to promote a safer

internet for all users, espe-
cially young people. It is
promoted in Ireland by the
Oide Technology in
Education and Webwise,
with over 200,000 people

taking part in last year's
celebrations.

Everyone has a role to
play in creating a safer
internet. Schools, parents,
and young people can

access free resources and
activity ideas! Here are 3
simple steps to take part in
SID 2025: Register your
activity; use the free
resources; and visit the

Safer Internet Day Hub.  
Webwise is the online

safety initiative of the
Department of Education
and co-funded by the
European Commission. It

promotes safer, better
internet use through
awareness campaigns and
educational resources for
teachers, students, and par-
ents. 

Pictured at the Webwise Safer Internet Day Ambassador Training Day are, from left Shriya Mishra (St.David's Holy Faith
Secondary School); Ruby Wallace and Ruby Dixon (Colaiste Bhride Carnew).



NEWS 15Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

Tuesday 21st January 2025

Summer O'Regan at the Wicked Workshop in St. Mary's Hall, Arklow. 

Nominations now open
for 2025 EY Entrepreneur
of The Year programme

Pictured at the launch of EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2025 were (l-r): Eimear McCrann, Director, EY
Entrepreneur of The Year, EY Entrepreneurs of the Year 2024, Orlaith Ryan and Sharon Cunningham
of Shorla Oncology, Roger Wallace, Partner Lead for EY Entrepreneur of The Year. Photograph:
Naoise Culhane. 

The 2025 EY Entrepreneur Of The Year (EOY) programme is officially open for nominations
with entrepreneurs from emerging, established and international businesses across all 
industry sectors in Wicklow invited to submit their nominations between now and 27th
February 2025.

This year, the programme cele-
brates entrepreneurs from across
the island of Ireland whose vision
and innovation are creating long-
term value and helping to shape the
future with confidence. Business
leaders that have the tenacity and
determination to push conventional
boundaries, think differently and
create new solutions that change
our collective future for the better
are being encouraged to apply.  

EOY Alumni and 2014 Finalist,
Bill Walsh commented: “‘The EY
Entrepreneur of the Year ’ pro-
gramme is such a positive and
rewarding experience that offers so
many benefits to participating
entrepreneurs. I have gained so
much from being involved and have
forged lasting friendships and con-
nections with inspirational
entrepreneurs from a wide range of
industries. I would encourage any
Wicklow based entrepreneurs who
may be considering getting
involved to go for it!"

Roger Wallace, Partner Lead for
EY Entrepreneur Of The Year
Ireland said:"We are very excited to
invite entrepreneurs from across
Ireland to submit their nominations
for the EY Entrepreneur Of The
Year 2025 programme. Now in its
28th year, the purpose of the pro-
gramme is to acclaim, inspire and
encourage entrepreneurship across
our island. 

"Geopolitics, technology and
environmental concerns are redefin-
ing our world. Irish entrepreneurs
are leaning into the uncertainty that
the modern-day business world pre-
sents and are identifying and realis-
ing opportunities for growth and
innovation. Through their ingenu-
ity, resilience and vision, Irish
entrepreneurs are future proofing
the prosperity of our island and our
people. They are shaping their
future and the future of our island

with confidence.
"Over the almost three decades

that we have been running this pro-
gramme in Ireland, we have seen
first-hand just how impressively
diverse the entrepreneurial commu-
nity is on this island, and we are
actively seeking and encouraging
nominations from entrepreneurs of
all ages and from all industries and
locations across the country. 

"There will be 24 finalists select-
ed to take part in this year’s pro-
gramme, who will participate in an
exciting strategic growth pro-
gramme over a 10-month period,
including a week-long CEO Retreat
to Tokyo, Japan. The finalists will
also be welcomed into our
acclaimed alumni community of
more than 600 of Ireland's greatest
and most successful entrepreneurs,
where they will have the opportuni-
ty to forge valuable connections,
learn from each other and in many
cases do business together." 

The EY Entrepreneur Of The
Year programme is open to
entrepreneurs from all sectors and
growth stages in the Republic of
Ireland and Northern Ireland. The
awards programme is divided into
three categories - Emerging,
Established and International - with
eight finalists chosen per category.

The EY Entrepreneur Of The
Year Sustainability Award will also
be presented to one of the finalists
in recognition of their business' sig-
nificant contribution towards
achieving and ensuring environ-
mental sustainability.

Roger Wallace added: "The EY
Entrepreneur Of The Year
Sustainability Award recognises
entrepreneurs that are providing
sustainable solutions to today's
most important environmental chal-
lenges. This award shines a light on
the business leaders that are devel-
oping and executing innovative

ideas that will help protect our
planet for future generations." 

The EY Entrepreneur Of The
Yearô alumni community compris-
es more than 600 entrepreneurs rep-
resenting some of the greatest busi-
ness minds across the island of
Ireland. Collectively these busi-
nesses employ more than 250,000
people and generate revenues in
excess of €25 billion.

The 24 finalists will be selected
by an independent judging panel
comprising of former winners and
chaired by Harry Hughes, CEO of
Portwest. Speaking at the launch,
Harry Hughes, CEO of Portwest
and Chairperson of the EY
Entrepreneur Of The Year Judging
Panel said: “Ireland has an 
incredible pool of innovative
entrepreneurs who are leading busi-
nesses that are achieving significant
national and global success.
Despite the challenges that face any
entrepreneur they show relentless
determination and resilience in their
pursuit of excellence, continuing to
create jobs, strengthen communities
and bolster economies. We want
these brilliant entrepreneurs across
all sectors to submit their nomina-
tions for this year ’s EY
Entrepreneur Of The Year pro-
gramme. As an alumni of the pro-
gramme I can attest to its incredible
value and Iím looking forward to
welcoming the next generation of
inspiring leaders from across the
island to the programme."

The EY Entrepreneur Of The
Year Ireland programme is support-
ed by Premium Corporate Sponsor
Julius Baer International, and
Government sponsors Enterprise
Ireland and Invest Northern Ireland.
Anyone interested can find out
more or complete an online nomi-
nation form at www.eoy.ie. Those
nominating someone else must do
so with the entrepreneurís consent.

Take 
WICKLOW

TIMES
with you...

WHEREVER
you go

on your 
Phone, Laptop 

or Tablet !
✔ NO PASSWORDS 

✔ NO PAYWALL
✔ NO PROBLEM!

PLUS access to over a
year’s worth of back issues!

www.wicklowtimes.net
or email info@localtimes.ie and we will email you a copy!



Tuesday 21st January 2025Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

16 NEWS

Seven awards for Wicklow at 2025 Young
Scientist & Technology Exhibition

Wicklow students learn about
the benefits of beef at BTYSTE 

Students from St Mary's College Arklow visited ABPís stand at the BT Young Scientist
and Technology Exhibition 2025 at the RDS in Dublin. 

This marks the eleventh consecutive year that the company has been involved in the event. ABP staff
were on hand to discuss some of the benefits of beef and potential careers in the meat production sector
with visitors. Attendees learned about some of the health benefits of eating beef, which is a source of pro-
tein and vitamins.

This year ABP sponsored the Sustainable Farming Practices category at the exhibition. The company has
extensive experience with research in Irish agriculture including its demonstration farm in Carlow, which
aims to help beef farmers reduce their carbon emissions.

Pictured at the ABP stand at the BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition are: ABP's Michael
Doyle with Jadesola Fatus from St Mary's College.

Teacher Jake McDonnell with Alannah and Amy Lynch from St. David's Holy Faith. Alannah was
Highly Commended in the Chemical, Physical & Mathematical Sciences category for her project
'Innovative Recycling: Sustainable Distillational of Ethanol from Waste Hand Sanitiser for Perfume
Production'.

Erin Mills from St. Mary's College Arklow shows An Taoiseach Simon Harris and BT Ireland MD
Shay Walsh her project. 

From January 8th to 11th, 1,062 secondary school student finalists presented their 
STEM-focused ideas on how to change the world for the better to a panel of 85 expert judges
at the 61st BT Young Scientist & Technology Exhibition (BTYSTE) in the RDS, Dublin. It was
a good year for Wicklow schools with seven awards handed out to local students, and an 
especially proud year for St. David's Holy Faith Secondary School in Greystones who had
four winners. In total there were 19 projects from Wicklow schools at the exhibition. 

Greystones Comm-
unity College student
Oisin Ward was awarded
2nd place in the Junior
Individual Technology
category fro his project
NeuroLingo, a mobile app
for the self management
of stuttering. 

From St. David's Holy
Faith Secondary School
in Greystones, Isabel
Deane-Jermiin was awa-
rded 2nd place in the
Junior Individual Biolog-
ical and Ecological cate-
gory for her project which
looked at the differential
impact of climate change
in regions in Ireland. 

Also from St. David's,
Alannah Lynch was
Highly Commended 
in the Intermediate
Individual Chemical,
Physical & Mathematical
Sciences category for 
her project 'Innovative
Recycling: Sustainable
Distillational of Ethanol
from Waste Hand
Sanitiser for Perfume
Production'. 

Again from St. David's,
Kate Macadam was
Highly Commended in
the Senior Individual
Health 7 Wellbeing cate-
gory for her project titled
'I still haven't found 
what I'm looking for:
Evaluating the attitudes of
teenagers towards youth
mental health services in
my local area'.

Shriya Mishra from St. David's Holy Faith, gets a selfie with Tanaiste
Micheal Martin. 
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Alannah Lynch was
also given a Display
Award for her project, and
a Display Award was also
handed out to Elodie
O'Brien from Woodbrook
College in the Biological
& Ecological category for
her project which asked
'Are environmentally
friendly fertilisers a viable
alternative: comparing the
impact of different fertilis-
ers on crop yield'. 

A Display Award was
also given to Ashley
Cahatol from St. David's in
the Health & Wellbeing
category for the project
'Better Sleep and Brighter
Moods in Teens: Is
Vatamin D the solution?'

St. Mary’s College from
Arklow were also well
represented at the exhib-
tion with five projects, and
other local schools repre-
sented included Glenart
College and Gaelcholaiste
na Mara. 

Thousands of members
of the public descended
upon the RDS for the exhi-
bition, which also saw the
Primary Science Fair.  

The Primary Science
Fair, which is an integral,
non-competitive part of the
exhibition, gives third to
sixth class primary school
students across Ireland the
chance to learn more about
science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics
(STEM), make friends,
and have fun. 

The overall winner of
the 61st BT Young
Scientist & Technology
Exhibition (BTYSTE) has
been announced. From
Presentation School in
Tralee, sisters Ciara
Murphy, age 17 in 5th
year, Saoirse Murphy, age
15 in 3rd year, and Laoise
Murphy, age 12 in 1st year,
won the top prize with
their project, ACT (Aid
Care Treat): App-timising
emergency response. The
BTYSTE perpetual trophy
was presented to the win-
ner this evening at the
RDS by Minister for
Education, Norma Foley
TD and Managing
Director of BT Ireland,
Shay Walsh.

Kate Macadam with teacher Jake McDonnell from St. David's in Greystones. Kate was Highly
Commended in the Senior Individual Health 7 Wellbeing category for her project titled 'I still haven't
found what I'm looking for: Evaluating the attitudes of teenagers towards youth mental health ser-
vices in my local area'.

a Display Award was also handed out to Elodie O'Brien from Woodbrook College in the Biological &
Ecological category for her project which asked 'Are environmentally friendly fertilisers a viable
alternative: comparing the impact of different fertilisers on crop yield'. 

Ashley Cahatol from St. David's explaining her project to An Taoiseach
Simon Harris. Ashley won a Display Award in the Health & Wellbeing cat-
egory for the project 'Better Sleep and Brighter Moods in Teens: Is Vatamin
D the solution?' 

Therese Gunning, Legal Director at BT Ireland. Presenting the 2nd place
Junior Individual award in the Biological & Ecological Sciences category
to Isabel Deane-Jermiin from St. David's for her project which looked at
the differential impact of climate change in regions in Ireland.

Therese Gunning, Legal Director at BT Ireland presenting Greystones
Community College student Oisin Ward with his 2nd place award in the
Junior Individual Technology category for his project NeuroLingo, a mobile
app for the self management of stuttering. 

ACT is a medical assis-
tance app designed to sup-
port emergency healthcare
responses. It integrates
crucial features to provide
swift and effective aid dur-
ing critical situations. This
is the second year this pro-
ject has been recognised at
the exhibition having pre-
viously been awarded
Runner-Up Group in 2024.  

The 2025 BTYSTE
winners is / are the 61st
person / group of people to
win the overall prize, and
as this year's winners, take
home €7,500. This year,
for the first time ever, the
overall winner, along with
one senior project from
each of the four remaining
categories, will be awarded
a trip to the World Expo, in
Osaka, Japan. Held every
five years, World Expo
brings the world together
to explore the future of
industry, technology, and
progress. Inspired by
Ireland's theme 'Creativity
Connects People', the win-
ners will have the opportu-
nity to create meaningful
intercultural connections,
experience cutting-edge
science, and showcase
their research on a global
stage. The overall winner
of BTYSTE 2025 will also
represent Ireland at the
European Union Contest
for Young Scientists
(EUCYS) in Riga, Latvia
this September.

Speaking at the awards
ceremony this evening,
Minister for Education
Norma Foley TD said, "It
has been an incredible
week here at the RDS
Dublin, and I would like to
congratulate all the partici-
pants and finalists of this
year's BT Young Scientist
& Technology Exhibition,
who have not only show-
cased some truly innova-
tive project ideas, but have

also done themselves, their
teachers and schools, and
families proud. In addition
to demonstrating boundless
energy and ingenuity
across topics ranging from
Artificial Intelligence (AI),
cyber security, mental
health, sustainability, agri-
culture and many more,
what has been most uplift-
ing is seeing how STEM
subjects can be used for the
betterment of society and
the world around us.  

Over the last twenty-five
years, since taking up the
custodianship of the YSTE,
BT Ireland has been hon-
oured to play our part in
evolving one of the most
prevalent and longstanding
STEM exhibitions in the
world, and look forward to
seeing what exciting
endeavours our winners

have in store in the months
and years ahead. To all of
the judges, partners, spon-
sors, and BT volunteers,
thank you for making this
week so unforgettable for
us all." 

Shay Walsh, Managing
Director of BT Ireland
said: "It has been an
incredible week here at the
RDS Dublin, and I would
like to congratulate all the
participants and finalists of
this year's BT Young
Scientist & Technology
Exhibition, who have not
only showcased some truly
innovative project ideas,
but have also done them-
selves, their teachers and
schools, and families
proud. In addition to
demonstrating boundless
energy and ingenuity
across topics ranging from

Artificial Intelligence (AI),
cyber security, mental
health, sustainability, agri-
culture and many more,
what has been most uplift-
ing is seeing how STEM
subjects can be used for the
betterment of society and
the world around us.  Over
the last twenty-five years,
since taking up the custodi-
anship of the YSTE, BT
Ireland has been honoured
to play our part in evolving
one of the most prevalent
and longstanding STEM
exhibitions in the world,
and look forward to seeing
what exciting endeavours
our winners have in store
in the months and years
ahead. To all of the judges,
partners, sponsors, and BT
volunteers, thank you for
making this week so unfor-
gettable for us all."
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The Fitzgerald family at the annual Wicklow RNLI Service of Remembrance. 

‘Read Your Way’ the message of the day as children in
Wicklow encouraged to pick up a book on World Book Day 
Whether it's a comic book, graphic novel or audiobook, all ways of reading are good ways of reading. That's
Children's Books Ireland's main message for World Book Day, taking place this year on Thursday, 6th March.

"World Book Day is a
moment for every child to
lose themselves in a story,
whether they're 

looking at pictures,
reading a text as Gaeilge,
reading braille or listen-
ing to an audiobook."
That's according to Elaina

Ryan, CEO, Children's
Books Ireland, who
launched this year's World
Book Day Ireland, taking
place on Thursday, 6th
March.  

World Book Day
Ireland 2025 is sponsored
by National Book Tokens

and delivered by An Post,
in partnership with
Children’s Books Ireland.
To celebrate, €1.50 book
tokens will be made avail-
able to children and fami-
lies in Wicklow through
schools, online and in
bookshops to redeem for

14 specially curated titles
between 13th February
and 23rd March. 

An Post will also dis-
tribute 42,000 books to
children in need across
the country, with the sup-
port of Children’s Books
Ireland, bringing the joy

of reading to as many
children as possible and
ensuring that every child
is involved in World
Book Day. The books
will be distributed to
children in Irish hospi-
tals, direct provision cen-
tres, homelessness ser-
vices and Travelling
communities. 

'Read Your Way' is the
theme for this year's cele-
brations, inviting chil-
dren age 0-12 across
Wicklow to embrace the
freedom of choosing
what and how they read -
be it a comic book,
graphic novel, or an
audiobook. "It's about
taking the pressure out of
reading and rediscover-
ing the pure fun of it,"
said Ms Ryan. "We want
children all over
Wicklow to take a
moment to pick up a
book or visit their local
bookshop with their
€1.50 book token, and
escape into a brilliant
book."

Books from Irish pub-
lishers include Ag
Buzzáil sa Ghairdín Áine
Ní Ghlinn, a delightful
rhyming tale of Billi, the
hardest-working bee in
the garden, brought to
life by Mr Ando's vibrant
illustrations and pub-
lished by An tSnathaid
Mhor; And Fox & Son
Tailers by Paddy
Donnelly, published by
The O'Brien Press - a
charming story of a
clever young fox, work-
ing in his family's shop
creating tails for crea-
tures tall and small, and
challenging how things
are done.

Cassie Chadderton,
CEO, World Book Day
added: "World Book Day
is encouraging children
to Read Their Way,
because when children

have the freedom to
explore reading and
books on their own
terms, many more will
benefit from the well-
being, educational and
other benefits that read-
ing for pleasure brings." 

Debbie Byrne, MD of
An Post Retail said: "An
Post have had a long-
standing commitment to
promoting reading and
improving literacy rates
in Ireland. We believe
that reading and writing
is the foundation to
unlocking lifeís opportu-
nities and enabling
everyone to reach their
potential. We are delight-
ed to be the official
delivery partner for
World Book Day in
Ireland, delivering over
42,000 books to children
in need across the coun-
try. By ensuring free
access to books, we are
helping to unlock imagi-
nations, support learning,
and create a brighter
future for every child, no
matter their circum-
stances." 

Sean O Coinn, CEO,
Foras na Gaeilge said:
"Foras na Gaeilge are
delighted to be supporting
World Book Day Ireland
2025 with the inclusion of
an Irish-language book
for the fourth year in a
row. We know that chil-
dren and families will be
'buzzing' to read Áine Ní
Ghlinn’s wonderful book
which will also be avail-
able in braille & digital
formats, thanks to our
friends at Vision Ireland.
Once again, the Irish lan-
guage will be at the heart
of the campaign in
Ireland, featuring lots of
Irish-language resources
and audiobooks on the
World Book Day website
and across social media
channels. The demand for
the Irish-language World
Book Day title is increas-
ing year-on-year, which is
reflective of the quality
and choice of Irish-
language books available
for young readers 
today. We hope that more
children and families 
will be inspired to find
their favourite Irish-

language story by visiting
www.loveleabhargaeilge.
ie as a result of World
Book Day 2025 in
Ireland."

Irish-language books
and resources are sup-

ported by Foras na
Gaeilge and accessible
copies are provided by
Vision Ireland. World
Book Day 2025 will take
place on Thursday, 6th
March 2025.

Beau Johnston (2nd Class) with author Aine Ni Ghlinn.

Anthony and Sharon Clarke
seek planning permission
for the addition of a new
rooflight to the front of the
existing dwell ing at No.
2 Brickfield Cottages,
Brickfield Lane, Killarney
Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow,
A98 A596.
The planning application
may be inspected or 
purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable
cost of making a copy at the
offices of Wicklow County
Council, County Buildings,
Wicklow during its public
opening hours and a 
submission or observation
in relation to the application
may be made to the 
authority in writing on 
payment of the prescribed
fee within the period of 5
weeks beginning on the
date of receipt by the
authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
Graham and Sharon Fitzpatrick
seek planning permission for
(a) construction of a new 
first-floor rear extension and
(b) the addition of a new
rooflight to the front of the
existing dwell ing at No.1
Brickfield Cottages, Brickfield
Lane, Killarney Road, Bray, Co.
Wicklow, A98 NX02.
The planning application may
be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of Wicklow
County Council, County
Buildings, Wicklow during its
public opening hours and a
submission or observation in
relation to the application may
be made to the authority in
writing on payment of the 
prescribed fee within the peri-
od of 5 weeks beginning on the
date of receipt by the authority
of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

We, GER O'BRIEN & KATIE
BYRNES, intend to apply for
permission for development 
at this site CRONELEA, 
SHILLELAGH, CO. WICKLOW.
Y14 YR72.
The development will consist
OF DEMOLITION OF EXISTING
EXTENSION TO REAR OF
DWELLING AND PROPOSED
NEW TWO STOREY EXTENSION
TO REAR AND SINGLE STOREY
EXTENSION TO SIDE, ALONG
WITH ALL ASSOCIATED SITE
WORKS.
The planning application may
be inspected, or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a
copy, at the offices of the 
planning authority during 
its public opening hours. A 
submission or observation in
relation to the application may
be made in writing to the 
planning authority on payment
of the prescribed fee, €20,
within the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of 
receipt by the authority of 
the application, and such 
submissions or observations
will be considered by the 
planning authority in making a
decision on the application. The
planning authority may grant
permission subject to or without
conditions, or may refuse to
grant permission.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
Pilgrim’s Food Masters seeks
planning permission for a
‘New external containerised
1.1MW Combined Heat and
Power unit (CHP), new
80,000 litre external thermal
store in place of existing
larger HFO tank. New flue
added to the existing flue
structure and repurposing an
existing flue stack, both 
terminating in same location
as existing flues. GRP 
enclosure as well as all 
associated pipework and
electrical containment’. At
Pilgrim's Food Masters,
Coolattin, Shil lelagh, Co.
Wicklow, Y14 PY73, Ireland.
The planning application 
may be inspected or 
purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable
cost of making a copy at the
offices of Wicklow County
Council, County Buildings,
Wicklow during its public
opening hours and a 
submission or observation in
relation to the application
may be made to the authority
in writing on payment of the
prescribed fee within the
period of 5 weeks beginning
on the date of receipt by the
authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
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Hoteliers welcome
commitment to 

support food 
service businesses
The Irish Hotels Federation (IHF) welcomes
the commitment in the proposed programme
for Government to bring forward measures
to support SMEs within the hospitality sector,
including in relation to vAT. 

IHF President Michael Magner says: "A decision to
reduce the rate of VAT for food service businesses
would be a very welcome development. It would
greatly assist the many vulnerable food-led businesses
that have faced an uncertain future and escalating cost
challenges in recent years. This would be an important
step toward putting these businesses on a more stable
footing.

"We see enormous opportunities for further devel-
opment of tourism and hospitality as a major engine
for growth and economic prosperity the length and
breadth of the country. With the right policies and a
positive businesses environment, we believe tourism
and hospitality has a bright future ahead."

Recruitment opportunities to grow by 5% in Wicklow this year
FRS Recruitment is forecasting a 5% growth in recruitment opportunities in Wicklow this
year. On a national basis they also expect to see a 10% increase in recruitment around the
country.  In Wicklow, the sectors they anticipate will see the strongest growth will be commer-
cial, healthcare, industrial and construction.  While nationally IT, healthcare, commercial,
industrial, life sciences, agribusiness and construction are expected to see significant growth.

A wide range of posi-
tions are expected to be
available in Wicklow in
2025, across the growing
sectors 

and also in other
industries. Some of the
specific roles FRS

Recruitment is expecting
to see become available
locally include openings
for nurses,  healthcare
assistants, occupational
therapists, sales person-
nel and retail staff.

According to FRS

Recruitment, the expec-
tation of increased job
opportunities locally and
nationally comes with
several positive factors
likely to influence
recruitment across the
economy in 2025. These

include the anticipated
reduction in interest
rates, the recovery of the
IT sector, more employ-
ers seeking to grow their
teams after consolidating
in 2024, more flexibility
in the market with candi-

dates seeking out new
opportunities and the
removal of the public
sector hiring freeze in
healthcare. 

FRS Recruitment said
they noted significant
growth in roles coming
to market in the last
quarter of 2024 in
Wicklow and other parts
of the country,  with
employers already sig-
nalling a strong pipeline
of demand for new staff
for the year ahead.  

Speaking about their
outlook for the market,
Lynne McCormack,
General Manager of FRS
Recruitment said, "We
certainly think there will
be an increase in recruit-
ment opportunities com-
ing to market in 

Wicklow and around
the country this year.
There is more optimism
in the market from
employers and candi-
dates alike. We saw this
start to come through at
the end of 2024 and our
full expectation is that
will continue locally and

nationally throughout
2025. For example we
already have a signifi-
cant number of employ-
ers in Wicklow who
either have openings
available or are prepar-
ing to bring them to mar-
ket in the near future.
They are making plans to
grow their teams and we
fully expect to see quite
a bit of movement local-
ly, especially in sectors
like commercial, health-
care, industrial and con-
struction.

"This comes after a
very challenging year for
recruitment in 2024, both
in Wicklow and beyond.
There was certainly a
strong degree of caution
in the marketplace last
year as employers decid-
ed to concentrate on
maintaining their exist-
ing teams and asking
their staff to do more in
light of wider economic
concerns, high interest
rates, cost of business
challenges and other
considerations. Qualified
candidates were also tak-

ing a similar outlook,
with many potential can-
didates seeking to
enhance their terms and
conditions with their
existing employers rather
than pursuing fresh
opportunities. Candidates
were primarily playing it
safe. 

"However we can
already see that perspec-
tive has shifted. Weíve
had a range of highly
qualified candidates
reach out to us either side
of Christmas expressing
their desire to be consid-

ered should new opportu-
nities become available
this year. There is also a
strong pipeline of recruit-
ment activity coming
from employers locally.
All things considered we
expect this will lead to a
rise in recruitment activi-
ty in Wicklow and
around the country
throughout 2025 and
there will be a lot more
opportunities both com-
ing to market and being
successfully filled this
year," Ms. McCormack
concluded. 

Saoirse Rizo at the annual Wicklow RNLI Service of Remembrance. 

From 

€49
Call Richard: 087 348 8516  
www.obriensroofingandguttering.ie

From 

€199
Gutters
Cleaned
& Sealed

Roof
Repairs

REASONABLE RATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

Register now using the link
or contact details above

Email address:
longmoreirishdance@gmail.com

Phone number:
087 917 1687

Booking link:
https://irishdancing.classforkids.io 

Tel: 087 610 9128

AnTO’S TREE
SERvICES
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 
• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600
Light fun workout to great Latino music and easy moves!!
Increases flexibility, coordination and strength.

Zumba Gold for Seniors

DANCE FITNESS

Phone or text 087 247 6673 to book

• Every Mon. @ 10.30-11.30 am 
St. Patrick's Centre, Church Rd. 
Greystones

• Every Tues. @ 10-11 am
Shoreline Leisure, 
Southern Cross Road, Bray

Specially designed

Program for age 50+

NEW YEAR - NEW YOU

START WEEK COMMENCING 6th JANUARY 2025

Roofing contractor 35+ years in business • Wicklow • Open 24 hours

Ph: 085 815 2741 / 0404 78101
www.iroofing.ie    Email: info@iroofing.ie

• Loft ventilation • Gutter installation • Gutter repairs • Roof inspection • Roof installation 
• Roof repair • Roof repair for storm and wind damage • Skylight installation • Skylight repair
• Asphalt Roofing • Extension Roofing• Facials and soffit • Felt Roof Replacement  • Flat Roof

Systems • Flat Roofing Dublin • Full Roof  • Guttering And Downpipes • Home Roofing 
• Lead Flashing • Leaky Roof • Moss Removal • New Roofs Installed

• Pitched Roof • Roof Leaks • Roof Tiling

Gospel John 16:23-28

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I tell you most solemnly, 

anything you ask for from the Father he will grant in my

name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my

name. Ask and you will receive, and so your joy will be

complete. I have been telling you all this in metaphors; the

hour is coming when I shall no longer speak to you in

metaphors but tell you about the Father in plain words.

When that day comes you will ask in my name; and I do not

say that I shall pray to the Father for you, because the Father

himself loves you for loving me and believing that I came

from God.  I came from the Father and have come into the

world and now I leave the world to go to the Father.’

THE

MIRACULOUS

PRAYER 

Dear Heart of Jesus in the

past I have asked for many

favours. This time I ask 

you this very special one.

(Mention request) Take it,

dear Heart of Jesus and

place it within your broken

Heart where your Father

sees it. Then, in his merciful

eyes it will become 

your favour not mine. St

Anthony and St Jude,

helper of the hopeless, aid

me in my distress. Amen.

Say this prayer for three

days. Promise publication

and favour will be granted.

Never known to fail.  Thank

You.                   S.M.

THE
MIRACULOUS

PRAYER 

Dear Heart of Jesus,

In the past I have asked

for many favours.

This time I ask you this

very special one ……

Take it Dear Heart of

Jesus.

And place it within

your own broken heart

where your Father sees

it.

Then it will become

your request and not

mine.

Amen.                   

M.M.



Ask about our

Interest free credit

available with

T&Cs apply

FIND US
Take Exit 7 on the N11.

We’re just 5 minutes 

from the exit!

Rio Medium 

Sofa 
WAS €2395 

NOW

€995 

Volterra Extending 

Dining Table

WAS €1499

NOW

€925

NOW

€545Ridley Chateaux

Armchair

WAS €795

Lorenzo 2 Seater Power

Recliner

WAS €2365

NOW

€1595


