
PENNEYS OPENS
Page 4

HER OUTDOORS
Page 8

DIP IN THE NIP
Page 12

DELIVERED TO HOMES & BUSINESSES IN: SHANKILL, ENNISKERRY, BRAY, GREYSTONES, DELGANY, KILCOOLE, NEWCASTLE, KILQUADE, ASHFORD, KILPEDDER, NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY, KILMACANOGUE, LARAGH, MONEYSTOWN, ROUNDWOOD,
RATHNEW, WICKLOW, GLENEALY, BRITTAS BAY, AVOCA, WOODENBRIDGE, ARKLOW,  SHILLELAGH, TINAHELY, REDCROSS, BALLINACLASH, AUGHRIM, RATHDRUM, DONARD, DUNLAVIN, CARNEW, COOLATTIN, BALTINGLASS, BLESSINGTON.
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WE DELIVER! - for 35 years

Last week PhoneWatch issued recommendations to address
the recent CSO (Central Statistics Office) report that reveals a
concerning rise in the number ofburglaries across Ireland.
Over the past 12 months burglaries have increased by 6%
nationally (9,806 burglaries), but there was great news for the
Wicklow garda division as burglaries decreased by 3% 
compared to the previous year. 

The CSO data out-
lines that 19 of the 28
garda divisions have
experienced an increase
in burglaries. With the
combined Roscommon
and Longford garda 
division enduring the
highest rate of increase
in the country at 45%
(235 burglaries), Cork
City increased by 41%
(351 burglaries), both
Cork West and West-

meath increased by 40%
(77 and 280 burglaries
respectively) and Clare
by 39% (224 burglaries).

The report outlines
positive decreases in
burglaries within some
divisions, as the Dublin
Eastern garda division
cited the highest
decrease at -20% (348
burglaries), Kerry garda
division at -13% (140
burglaries) and Kildare

at -12% (437 burglaries).
Minister Stephen

Donnelly commented:
"It's welcome to see a
reduction in burglary
rates in Wicklow. We
know the importance 
of a Garda presence
across the county and I
will continue to work
with the Minister for
Justice to ensure that
County Wicklow has
sufficient and well-

resourced Gardai." 
Eoin Dunne, Phone-

Watch Managing Dir-
ector advised: "The
increase in burglary inci-
dents is a stark reminder
of the importance of
community awareness
and individual action 
to safeguard homes.
Although, it is reassuring
to note that since 
pre-Covid times burglary
and related offences fell
from 16,410 in 2020 to
8,927 in 2021 which
coincided with Public
Health controls in place
with Covid restrictions.
As lockdown was lifted
in 2022, the number of
incidents rose to 9,257
and remained similar at
9,251 in 2023 before ris-
ing again to 9,806 inci-
dents in the last 12
months. 

“We would like to see
this upward trend revers-
ing within the next 12
months, so that the annu-
al number of burglaries
decreases, and we can 
be safer in our homes

PhoneWatch urges home-
owners to always be
vigilant and secure their
homes."

The following home
security safety tips will
effectively reduce the
risk of burglary:
• Get a monitored alarm:
Having a monitored
home alarm will keep
you protected 24/7
whether you are at home
and away. Some  system
also monitors against
smoke incidents. Arm it
and check for updates
via  app when you are
way.
• Neighbour assistance:
Ask a neighbour to take
in your post and bins
while you are away, so
that it looks as if you are
home.
• Maintain your 
garden: Keep your
lawns cut and shrubs
pruned, so it looks fresh-
ly done, especially if
you are going on holi-
days. 
• Lock windows and
doors: Always lock your

Grace Bowen with Daphne and Gabriella De Jager at the Wicklow RNLI Open Day at Wicklow

Harbour. Pic: Michael Kelly 

doors and shut windows
when you aren’t home.
Never leave spare keys

under the mat.
• Social media updates:
If you are posting holi-

day pictures on social
media, do so when you're
back home.
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The Talbot Group is a leading provider of adult and children’s intellectual 
disability services in North County Dublin, Meath, Louth, Cavan, Kildare and
Wicklow. We are pleased to announce that we require the following staff to
join our team in the Wicklow area.

CORU REGISTERED SOCIAL
CARE WORKERS

DIRECT SUPPORT WORKERS
Full driver’s license required for both positions.

If you would like to work with the Talbot Group and make a difference to the
lives of our residents, please come along to our Walk-in Interview Day at: 
The Bridge Tavern, Bridge Street, Wicklow Town, Co. Wicklow
on Tuesday 6th August 2024 anytime between 9.30am 
and 4 pm. 
Please bring an up-to-date copy of your CV with you. 
Email elainehr@talbotgroup.ie for further details or visit 
www.talbotgroup.ie 
You can also find details on Instagram, Linkedin and Facebook.

www.talbotgroup.ie
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First Floor, The Boulevard, Quinsborough Road, Bray. A98 R6D7. Tel: 01-2869111

Nuala Cullen and Hannah Ware at the Leinster Fleadh Cheoil in Wicklow Town. 

A legend comes to
life in Bray's newest

festival
'Brave Maeve Family Festival', debuts July 27th & 28th

Brave Maeve Family Festival debuts this year, celebrating family, folklore, and fun, inspired by the
mythical tale of Brave Maeve. Celebrate the mythical story of Brave Maeve, a legendary heroine
awakening from a centuries-long slumber to bring magic, courage, and joy back to the land. 

This family-friendly festival com-
bines folklore with fun, offering
enchanting activities and delightful
experiences for all ages. Festivalgoers
will witness the magical moment
when Brave Maeve awakens from her
long slumber at a scheduled short,
interactive storytelling session and
more. 

The festival promises a magical
experience for all and will take place
along Bray Seafront on Saturday, July
27th, and Sunday, July 28th, 2024,
daily from noon until 7pm.

The daily lineup is extraordinary,
it's where you can get up close and
personal with adorable animals at the
petting farm daily from noon to 4pm.
On Saturday, the festival's puppet
shows will feature mythical tales as
their theme. 

Enjoy the vibrant Seafront Funfair,
which stays open until 10pm and fea-
tures classic rides, games, and attrac-
tions for thrill-seekers and families
alike. Talented storytellers will
recount the epic tales of Brave

Maeve's adventures and her heroic
deeds. 

Mythical-themed arts and crafts
workshops will take place from noon
to 4 pm daily. No pre-registration is
required. When it comes to children's
entertainment, Reuben the Entertainer
reigns supreme. Experience his fan-
tastic magic show daily at 2:30 pm
and 3:30 pm.

Local dance groups will perform
daily on the iconic seafront band-
stand, showcasing special routines
inspired by the legend of Brave
Maeve. The live performances will
also feature bands and acts from the
local area.

In all honesty, who doesn't love
bubbles? Well, the Bubble Guys will
perform a Giant Bubble Show every
30 minutes on Sunday. Get your
groove on at the lively open-air Disco
Bambino, set against the charming
backdrop of the bandstand.

As if that were not enough, all
weekend food trucks will offer a vari-
ety of cuisines to cater to all tastes,

while artisan vendors will offer hand-
made crafts and more…

Admission is entirely free (no tick-
ets are required). Read more at brave-
maevefestival.com.

About Brave Maeve Story Trail

Along Bray's seafront, this kids'
walking trail links up five brightly
coloured murals created by children's
author and illustrator Chris Judge in
collaboration with 50 local children.
Together, the murals tell the story of
Maeve, a young giant who is search-
ing for a home for her family, encoun-
tering monsters and mythical figures
along the way. The trail is 1.5km long.
Curated by Donna Carroll, this project
received funding from Platform Pizza,
Bray Municipal District, Megazyme,
and Bray Credit Union. The stunning
murals were brought to life by the tal-
ented team at Triskill. The trail earned
the 'Best Use of Creativity in the
Community' Award at the Business to
Arts Awards in 2018. 

A.J. Connors art exhibition 

Bray-based artist A.J. Connors' new exhibition 'Chaos
to Order' opens on Saturday July 27th, 5pm. This new
unseen series of large scale paintings can be seen at his
studio at Unit 7, Goldsmith Terrace, Quinsborough
Road, Bray. 

Emergency Services Day

An Emergency Services Day will be held on Bray
Seafront on Sunday 8th September, 11am - 4pm.
Come and meet your emergency services: An Garda
Siochana, Fire Service, Coast Guard, Civil Defence,
Mountain Rescue, Cardiac First Responders, Poseidon
Lifesaving Club, Local Little Blue Heroes And The
RSA. There will be demonstrations throughout the
day. There is free parking at Bray Seafront on Sundays
for anyone who will be travelling.  

Clara Vale Summer Fair

Sunday, August 11th is the date of the annual Clara
Vale Summer Fair. There will be a bake sale, raffle,
refreshing teas and coffees, and plenty of fun activities
for everyone! Don't miss out. Starting at 1.30pm, Clara
Vale Church.

North Wicklow beach clean 

The Clean Coasts North Wicklow Monthly Beach
Clean takes place on 28th July. Meet at Rise at the
Cove in Greystones, starting at 10am. Come along to
help keep our beautiful beaches clean, keeping them
waste free and minding our marine life. Equipment is
provided and all are welcome.  

Picnic in the Park 

Picnic in the Park takes place in Burnaby Park,
Greystones, on August Bank Holiday Saturday, 3rd
August, 12pm to 5pm. This free event will be
Unforgettable day of fun, games, entertainment, live
music, dance and community spirit. In partnership
with Greystones Cancer Support, who are celebrat-
ing 30 years of service. Bring a picnic and blanket
and come along for a great day of fun. There will be
a fabulous lineup of entertainment and events:
Hosted by Laura Wood; Halfway Up The Stairs,
Greystones' children's bookshop;  much loved
author Peter Donnelly,  live readings and book sign-
ings; Talented singer Robbie Doyle; Greystones
Baton Twirlers; Sensational local singer,  Tadgh
Conway; Juliette and Dee from JD Magicians; Kim
Hayden Music School,  Kate Kavanagh and Abiha
Mansoor; Joe Daly, RTE Junior's favourite magi-
cian; Greystones Cancer Support Sing Group:
Canadh le Cheile.

Summer Lectures 

A wide range of talks are taking place over the
summer, and the next will be on Thursday 25th July,
7.30pm, Heritage Hiking Wicklow: Hidden Stories
of the Wicklow Mountains. By Isabel Clissmann
Free of charge. Allow between 1-1/2 hours for the
talk and questions. Parking is available free of
charge at the rescue base. Booking is not required.
For more information, phone 0404 45425. Arrive
early to get a seat! These events are organised by
education staff based at Wicklow Mountains
National Park who are employed by the National
Parks & Wildlife Service.

Summer family Nature
Days 

A series of free fun Family Fun Days are taking
place over the summer at Wicklow Mountains
National Park. The Nature Fun Days take the form
of a fact-finding treasure hunt with activities, aimed
at children aged between 5 and 12 years. Family fun
day HQ is in the National Park Information Office,
by the Upper Lake in Glendalough, A98R221. To
participate in the Nature Fun Day, drop in anytime
between 11 am and 4pm. No booking required. This
is a free event, although there is a parking charge at
the County Council Upper Lake Car Park,
A98W778.

Themes and dates are as follows: Oak Tree(s) 23rd
July,  Dragonflies 30th July, Squirrels 6th August,
Freshwater Fish 13th August,  Goosander 20th
August. Events are organised by education staff
based at Wicklow Mountains National Park who are
employed by the National Parks & Wildlife Service
under the aegis of the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage.

Show time in Kilmacanogue
The Kilmacanogue Show is holding its annual show on Saturday 27th July with all the usual
fun and activities for all the family. The annual show which starts at 10 am will be held in its
usual location at Enniskerry Horse Farm in in Monastery, Enniskerry, by kind 
permission of Mary and Syl Fenelon Bourke. 

The Kilmacanogue show contin-
ues to have all its favourite classes,
like the horse and pony classes that
accommodate all ages starting
from the lead rein classes for chil-
dren as young as 3 years old, mov-
ing to the junior riding classes that
includes the every popular style
and appearance classes and obedi-
ent pony classes that are always a
delight to watch. Other classes
include the working hunter,   per-
formance hunter, Irish draught, the
challenging pairs riding and clear
round jumping classes along with
many more. The ever popular car-
riage class is back this year and no
Kilmacanouge show would be
complete without the fancy dress
pony and rider class, an absolute
must see for anyone attending the
show.   The sheep classes are also
a firm favourite with eight classes
in total and judging starts at
around 2:30pm.  There's one sheep
class that you don't need a sheep to
enter and that's the fun guess the
weight of the lamb competition, all
welcome to have a guess. 

A highlight at the show is the
fabulous dog show, there is literal-
ly a class for everyone's four
legged canine friend.  There are 14
classes in total including classes
for the dog you'd like most to take
home, the best puppy and best
dressed/fancy dressed dog. There
will also be a dog training demon-

stration given by Mattias Atta Boy
Dog Training 1pm on the day. 

There will  be plenty of fun
activities in the kids zone has been
expanded to includes lots more fun
games and activities, we will be
joined this year by professional
entertainers 'Fishy & Dishy' giving
kids the chance to learn how to
juggle and spin plates. There will
also be the ever popular free pony
rides, face painting and kids cook-
ie decorating where kids can get
creative and have fun with icing
and sprinkles.  Lots of fun and kids
get to go to the show for free!
Only adults have to pay.

There will also be a showcase of
local food selling delicious food

produce such as bread, cakes,
jams, chutney, sauces and an array
of beautiful craft stalls much more.
As is now tradition there is also a
wonderful raffle for spectators and
competitors to enter on the day.
There will also be the vintage car
classes with a class for both pre
war and post war cars. K2 Alpacas
were a firm favourite last year and
are back again this year by popular
demand. The show prides itself on
being a community day out, run by
the community, for the community
and this year there will also be
some individuals and groups from
the community, this includes wool
spinning demonstrations, exhibit
from Enniskerry Tidy Towns and
the wonderful Stedfast Brass Band
are also making a reappearance.  

Over the last 52 years, the show
which is run exclusively by volun-
teers, raises funds to support local
charities - none of this would have
been possible without the support
from local businesses and individ-
uals who provide support and
sponsorship to keep the show on
the road year after year.   This
years show is shaping up to be
another fantastic day and the com-
mittee looks forward to welcoming
everyone to the field. 

Further information on the show
and all the activities along with the
full 2024 schedule, is available at
www.kilmacanogueshow.com 

Tel: 286 5057 Fax: 201 4335 www.acmeblinds.com
email: bray@acmeblinds.com  

*12 Month Guarantee on ALL Blinds* 

BRAY
Vevay Rd, Bray

• Free Fitting
• Free Measuring 

Service 
• Free In Home 

Advice & Design 
Service 

• No Obligation 
Quote
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Pictured is Peter Flanagan of Flanagan Kerins furniture store in Bray presenting a €5,000 Flanagan
Kerins voucher to the delighted winner Stuart Webster of the Delgany Golf Club President Draw.

National advocacy services
resume strike action

National Advocacy Service staff, in their second week of strike action, protested outside
the constituency office of the Taoiseach, Simon Harris, in Bray last Wednesday to high-
light their demand that a Labour Court recommendation on their pay and conditions is
respected so they can return to work assisting vulnerable people with disabilities.

Strike action was deferred but
talks have got no closer to an
agreement to implement the labour
courts ruling to increase the pay of
advocates. 

The National Advocacy Service
is a free and independent service
that represents people with disabili-
ties across Ireland.

SIPTU Sector Organiser,
Brendan Carr, said: “Our members
in the National Advocacy Service
were left with no choice other than
strike action due to the refusal of
their employer and its funder, the
Department of Social Protection, to
respect a Labour Court recommen-
dation on their pay and conditions.
This comes at the same time as the
Government is calling on Aer
Lingus pilots to respect the Labour
Court.” 

He added: “With the announce-
ment of the end to the HSE staff
embargo the flow of staff out of the
service is likely to greatly increase,
this will result in thousands of vul-
nerable people with disabilities los-
ing a service which is vital to their
independent living.” 

SIPTU Activist and National
Advocacy Service staff member,
Suzy Byrne, said: “I and my col-
leagues are appalled with how we
have been treated. We carry out
vital and confidential work with
some of those most at risk, provid-
ing in-person advocacy interven-
tions in areas including housing,
access to justice, health care, safe-
guarding and decision-making
support.

“We are all very committed to
the service and the people we

assist. It is with a very heavy heart
that we decided to take strike
action. This was only done after
we had fully exhausted the state's
industrial relations mechanisms
and received a positive Labour
Court recommendation which the
Government is not minded to
instruct its agencies to imple-
ment.” 

Supporting the strike, Bray
Social Democrats councillor
Caroline Winstanley said “The
Taoiseach promised to prioritise
the rights of disabled people.
Disabled people are suffering
because the National Advocacy
Service are on strike.”

Cllr Winstanley is appealing to
the Taoiseach to intervene and
ensure that the labour recommen-
dations are enforced.

Two major planning refusals in Bray 
Last week saw two major planning refusals for Bray, with the decisions by An Bord
Pleanala to reject proposals for the former home of Sinead O'Connor and the former site
of Everest Music Centre.  

There were plans submitted to develop Sinead
O’Connor’s former home on Strand Road into
five apartments.  Wicklow County Council
refused permission, and ABP has now upheld
WCC's decision, saying that the proposed design
would be out of character with the existing
streetscape and would be 'overbearing', intruding
on the views of protected structures in the area.  

ABP has also turned down plans from Bray
Property Development Ltd for a development of
a six-storey apartment block with 49 apartments
at the former Everest Music Centre on Castle
Street.  

ABP stated “The proposed development would
result in a level of density which is considered to
be excessively high […] The development site
has not been identified for development of this
intensity in the Bray Municipal District Local
Area Plan 2018-2024 or in the Wicklow County
Development Plan 2022-2028 and as such would
be contrary to the proper planning and sustain-
able development of the area.”  

ABP said the proposed development would
“result in an inappropriate scale and height and
would fail to present a high-quality response to
the existing and emerging streetscape.”
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‘Deposit return scheme unfairly
penalises disabled persons’

Sinn Fein TD John Brady has criticised the failure of the government to make the deposit return scheme accessible to
disabled persons. He described the government failure as being an unacceptable penalisation which needs to end. 

Deputy Brady said: "The oper-
ating buttons on the deposit
return machines are above the
eye-level of a person of a
wheelchair user, which make it
difficult to believe that designers
gave any thought to disability
proofing the machines to ensure
that everybody would be able to
avail of the scheme. 

"The absence of any attempt
to cater for visually impaired and
mobility impaired users is
wrong. If you are being forced to
pay additional charges for a
product because there is an
option to recycle that product,
you must be given the right and
the means to recycle that prod-
uct.

"While the government have
attempted to sidestep criticism of
their failure to provide the means
for disabled persons to avail of
the scheme, it is very clear that
no-one is prepared to accept the
governments attempt to recycle
excuses for their mismanage-
ment. 

"I accept that there was a pub-
lic consultation process, but
Minister Ossian Smyth to
attempt to pass the blame for this
onto the public is plain ridicu-
lous. The fact of the matter is
that the machines are not accessi-
ble to everyone. And this is
something that the government
needs to address. 

"The reality here is that the

government is penalising dis-
abled persons as the return
scheme machines are not
designed to be accessible is not
acceptable and needs to be reme-
died. If the government are seri-
ous about promoting the active
and full participation of disabled
people in Irish society, they have
a responsibility to ensure that
policies and practices are proofed
of to ensure that they meet the
needs of disabled persons.

"The question arises as to
whether disabled people were
directly consulted in the develop-
ment of the scheme: Where their
needs, experiences, and concerns
as individuals given considera-
tion? The answer to these ques-

tions is no. The government
failed to consider the needs of
disabled persons, they made no
effort to evaluate the practices of
the scheme in operation to ensure
that disabled persons could fully
participate in the scheme.

"If you pay a deposit on a
product and are unable to claim
that deposit back as a conse-
quence of government failure to
make the machines accessible to
you, you are being unjustly
taxed. Disabled persons already
face existing financial burdens,
they do not need to be further
burdened by government inepti-
tude. This unfair penalisation of
disabled persons needs to end
immediately." John Brady TD at a deposit return machine in Bray.

Penneys from Heaven
Bray based Independent councillor, Joe Behan warmly welcome the arrival of Penneys to Bray Town Centre last week.

"The sense of anticipation of
the official opening, throughout
the town and further afield,  over
the past number of months indi-
cated that Penneys is an
extremely popular store with
people of all ages," said Cllr
Behan. 

"I was delighted to be asked
to attend the official opening
and I saw for myself the huge
crowd of shoppers queueing to
enter the first Penneys to open in
County Wicklow at 10.00 am on
Thursday last. The fact that there
will be almost 100 new jobs in
the new store will give a much
needed boost to the local econo-
my and I was very happy to see
many familiar faces among the
group of new employees begin-
ning their retail  careers in
Penneys.

"The opening of Penneys of
Bray is one of the final pieces of
the jigsaw which makes up what
was originally known as the
Florentine Centre. The concept
of a shopping centre in the heart
of the town was agreed many
years ago and although it has
taken far too long to become a

reality, we can now see the reali-
sation of that concept taking
place. The earlier arrival of
other big name stores was very
welcome and now with the
opening of the main anchor store
we can begin to plan for a more
vibrant and welcoming town
centre.

"Of course, the centre is not
complete yet as there are a num-
ber of high profile locations still
to be let, both within the Centre
and in the Main Street area and I
will be calling on the Developer
to move ahead without delay in
opening the Stella Cinema com-
plex which was part of the origi-
nal plan but has not been deliv-
ered yet.

"The Bray Municipal District
Council also needs to come up
with imaginative proposals to
enhance the environment of the
town centre area  and the many
good ideas in the recent Bray
Town Centre Health Check
should now be top of the agen-
da.

"We also need to have
increased Garda visibility in the
Town Centre to prevent any anti

social behaviour from occurring
and I look forward to continued
engagement with Chief Supt
Hughes and his team in Bray
Garda Station to ensure that
every person using the Town
Centre for shopping, entertain-
ment or dining will always feel
safe and at ease while doing so.

"We are very fortunate in
Bray that we have a magnificent
Seafront of which we can all be

proud. Our next challenge is to
achieve the same success in the
Town Centre and the arrival of
Penneys will certainly help us to
meet that challenge." 

The new Penneys store was
officially opened last Thursday
by Emer Higgins TD, Minister of
State with responsibility for
Business, Employment and
Retail, following an investment
worth over Ä4 million by the
retailer which has in turn created
100 jobs for the local economy.

The Minister of State said: "I
am delighted to announce the
opening of Penney's new Ä4 mil-
lion store in Bray, which marks a
significant boost to the local
economy and the wider Wicklow
area. This investment will create
100 new jobs, providing valuable
employment opportunities within
the community. Penney's expan-
sion into Bray with their 38th
store, along with their broader
investment plans for Ireland,
highlights the crucial role that
retail plays in fostering vibrant
communities across the country.
This new store, which is a fan-
tastic addition to Bray town cen-

tre, is expected to increase foot traffic
and benefit surrounding retailers." 

Fintan Costello, Head of Penneys
Ireland and Northern Ireland, said:
"We are delighted to finally open our
doors in Bray today, welcoming cus-
tomers and colleagues alike who we
know have been eagerly anticipating
this new store for some time. I've seen
first-hand all the hard work thatís gone
into getting the store ready and it's
been fantastic to experience such a
positive reception and feel the love

today from the Bray community." 
Lisa Rocca, CEO of Oakmount -

Bray Central Developer, added: "We
want to extend a huge welcome to
Penneys and all their wonderful cus-
tomers to Bray Central. There is so
much excitement and anticipation
about the opening and we are so proud
that such a fantastic Irish retailer and
success story is now opening in Bray.
We wish everyone many happy shop-
ping and visitor experiences at Bray
Central."

Cllr Joe Behan. 
The Penneys store in Bray which opened its doors last week. 

Peter, Anita, Padraic and Kerry Byrne at the Wicklow RNLI Open Day in Wicklow Town. 
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DBC Chartered Physiotherapy &
Sports Medicine 1st Anniversary
DBC Chartered Physiotherapy & Sports Medicine are excited to

mark a successful first year, since the opening of their physiothera-

py, orthopaedic and sports rehabilitation facility in Bray, Wicklow. DBC

Chartered Physiotherapy Clinics are at the forefront of medical science

using modern methodology to assess and address physical injuries 

and providing expert and beneficial care to clients in a professional

environment. Our team of skilled chartered physiotherapists include

Lead Clinician Stephen Brownlow, Catherine Fitzgerald and Nikita

Polakovs who possess over 17 years of clinical experience. 

The cutting-edge rehab facility, complete with
specialised physiotherapy devices, is designed to
treat all musculoskeletal conditions. The custom
built, 2,500 square foot state-of-the art 
physiotherapy centre located in the Egan
Business centre mirrors the clinics in UCD,
Athlone, Mullingar and Ashleaf Shopping
Centre. The clinic serves elite athletes from 
multiple disciplines such as professional 
football, athletics and hockey. Alongside elite
sport, the clinic serves to facilitate general 
physiotherapy and day to day complaints. Aside
from the standard physiotherapy services, DBC
Bray also offers Senior Strength classes led by a
Chartered Physiotherapist and TPI golf fitness
screening. The classes led by Catherine
Fitzgerald take place weekly in our onsite exer-
cise studio in Bray. All exercises are tailored to
participants’ individual needs as identified in
their initial assessment. 

With the business goal to expand the reach
and access to specialist services in multi-
purpose state of the art clinics, the opening of

Pictured are Lead Clinician, Stephen Brownlow with Athlete Chloe Watkins.

An Taoiseach Simon Harris pictured with Catherine Fitzgerald, Stephen Brownlow and Liam Heavin.

An Taoiseach Simon Harris at DBC Bray.

the Bray practice at the Egan Business Centre
has allowed the team at DBC Chartered
Physiotherapy Clinic to provide enhanced care
to clients from its new Wicklow base.
Renowned as a centre of excellence, particularly
in the provision of specialist back and neck
rehabilitation, the Bray practice further enhances
the clinic's reputation as a specialist treatment
provider with proven success, as consultants 
and GP’s continue to refer patients to the 
rehabilitation facility. 

The first DBC Chartered Physiotherapy Clinic
was founded in 2001 by Athlone native, Liam
Heavin, whose vast expertise and wealth of
experience within the Chartered Physiotherapy
spectrum, has benefited our ever growing client
base. DBC Clinic commenced business from 
its Ashleaf base in Dublin 12, before opening
specialist practices in UCD, Athlone and
Mullingar.

Our Services Include:
• Specialist spinal assessment and rehabilitation 
• Post surgical rehabilitation 
• Sports specific rehabilitation 
• Specialised physio-led senior strength classes 
• 3D biomechanical assessments 
• Orthotic prescriptions 
• Extracorporial shockwave therapy (ESWT) 
• Dry needling 
• Manual therapy 
• Fast track access to orthopaedic specialists 
• TPI Golf Assessment and Training 

Located in the Egan Business Centre, Upper
Dargle Road at the Bray/Fassaroe Exit off the
M11, DBC Clinic Bray is ideally situated for
clients travelling with free onsite parking.

DBC Bray opening hours are Monday-Friday

For more information please call 01 531 0333,

visit www.dbc.ie or email bray@dbc.ie 
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Donagh Keddy at the Wicklow RNLI Open Day in Wicklow Town 

Maintaining trails on
the Wicklow Way 

County Wicklow Partnership and
Wicklow County Council have
announced the appointment of Bernie
Byrne, a new employee dedicated to
trail maintenance on the Wicklow
Way.   

Bernie brings a lifetime of experience in
upland Wicklow from farming to hill run-
ning.   She will be responsible for the inspec-
tion and preventative maintenance of the
Wicklow Way, ensuring that it remains safe,
accessible, and enjoyable for residents and
visitors alike. 

Funding for this position has been gener-
ously provided by both Wicklow County
Council and landowning members of the
Wicklow Outdoor Recreation Committee.
This initiative reflects their commitment to
promoting outdoor activities, supporting
local tourism, and sustainably managing our
wonderful outdoor infrastructure. 

Bernie Byrne, dedicated to trail maintenance on the Wicklow Way.   

€8.5m for walking & cycling paths 
Green TD Steven Matthews has called on all new and returned councillors on Wicklow County Council to prioritise
the completion of all pedestrian and cycling infrastructure projects funded by the NTA's record €8.5 million invest-
ment in Wicklow earlier this year. 

Projects include cycle
and pedestrian improve-
ments for Ashford, Bray,
Kilcoole, Blessington,
Delgany and Killi-ncar-
rig, and also includes fur-
ther transport plans for
Greystones, Rathnew and
Arklow.Safe school zone
funding has also been
allocated for Greystones,
Kilmacanogue and Dun-

lavin. Deputy Matthews
said: “I am calling on all
Councillors in Wicklow to
ensure that all these pro-
jects are completed as
soon as possible. Safe
pedestrian and cycle
routes in towns and vil-
lages can transform com-
munities. Providing this
infrastructure gives an
alternative to car depen-
dent journeys and makes
walking or cycling a more
accessible, attractive and

safe option for people of
all ages. 

“I am constantly meet-
ing with residents in
Wicklow who tell me they
would like to walk or
cycle but donít feel safe
enough. There is a need
for more cycle lanes and
footpaths across the coun-
ty and particularly in rural
villages which lack this
infrastructure. Providing
separate footpaths and
cycle lanes means that

cyclists and pedestrians
don’t have to take their
chances in traffic. We
must ensure that everyone
has the option to travel in
comfort and safety using
active modes of transport. 

“Since the Green Party
entered Gover-nment,
spending on cycle lanes
and footpaths has
increased more than six-
fold. I have seen the bene-
fits of this approach in
County Wicklow with

massive investment made
each year into local road,
footpath, and cycle
improvements. However
there is more to be done. 

“I look forward to
working with Counc-illors
from all political parties
in the coming months on
both the NTA funding
projects and on other con-
cerns impacting local resi-
dents in Wicklow,”
Deputy Matthews con-
cluded.

BirdWatch Ireland launch
Hen Harrier appeal

BirdWatch Ireland have launched a campaign to save the Hen Harrrier, a bird which they say
is “disappearing in front of our eyes”.  

The results  of  the 2022
National  Hen Harrier  Survey
show that time has almost run out
for these iconic birds of prey in
Ireland, and that the species is
now faring even worse than the
Curlew and the Corncrake -
species often held up as prime
examples of biodiversity loss in
Ireland. Since the last national
survey,  the Hen Harrier  has
declined by one-third in just
seven years, with only 85-106
breeding pairs believed to remain
in the country.

Without strong and swift inter-
vention, the Hen Harrier faces the
very real prospect of extinction in
Ireland in just 25 years. 

“As the Hen Harrier is one of
our best-studied birds, we know
what we need to do to save it,”
BirdWatch Ireland said.  

“We know that  we need a
strong and fit-for-purpose national
plan to save the Hen Harrier and
the other species that depend on
the same habitats .  To date,
BirdWatch Ireland staff  have
invested over 230 hours in fight-
ing for a more robust Hen Harrier
Threat Response Plan that will
save the species. 

“However, this work is only

just beginning. As we move to the
implementation phase of the plan,
we need to focus our energies on
ensuring a fit-for-purpose plan
that actually delivers benefits for
Hen Harriers and the upland land-
scapes on which they depend.
BirdWatch Ireland will advocate
for a strong Hen Harrier Threat
Response Plan and call for the
most ambitious actions to save
this species, as well as monitor
the implementation of the plan.

“In parallel to this,  we will
advocate for and continue to
undertake Hen Harrier surveying
and monitoring work so that we
can build on our knowledge of this
species and inform targeted con-
servation measures. To do all of
this, we need your help. That is
why we are counting on you to
donate to our Hen Harrier Appeal.

“We know that we need a strong
and fit-for-purpose national plan
to save the Hen Harrier and the
other species that depend on the
same habitats. To date, BirdWatch
Ireland staff have invested over
230 hours in fighting for a more
robust Hen Harrier Threat
Response Plan that will save the
species. However, this work is
only just beginning. As we move

to the implementation phase of the
plan, we need to focus our ener-
gies on ensuring a fit-for-purpose
plan that actually delivers benefits
for Hen Harriers and the upland
landscapes on which they depend.
BirdWatch Ireland will advocate
for a strong Hen Harrier Threat
Response Plan and call for the
most ambitious actions to save
this species, as well as monitor the
implementation of the plan.

“In parallel to this,  we will
advocate for  and continue to
undertake Hen Harrier surveying
and monitoring work so that we
can build on our knowledge of
this species and inform targeted
conservation measures. To do all
of this, we need your help. That is
why we are counting on you to
donate to our Hen Harrier Appeal.

"If you lend us support we can
advocate for a robust Hen Harrier
Threat  Response Plan which
delivers for  Hen Harrier
Conservation and review i ts
implementation on an ongoing
basis to ensure it is delivering for
Hen Harrier populations."

To donate to the BirdWatch
Ireland Hen Harrier Appeal go to
BirdWatchIreland.ie/donations/he
nharrier

Recycled:
• Screened Soil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Soil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com
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New special education teaching
room announced for Rathnew school

An Taoiseach Simon Harris. 

An Taoiseach Simon Harris has confirmed that a new special education teaching room will be made available for Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain in
Rathnew. The school will have a mainstream classroom reconfigured to cater for this new special education classroom. 

S p e a k i n g  l a s t  w e e k ,  A n
Ta o i s e a c h  S i m o n  H a r r i s  s a i d :
"Today I am delighted to announce
Gaelscoil Chill Mhantain is provid-
ing a new special education teach-
ing room for one to one teaching or
group work. It is so important that
all schools in County Wicklow are
able to provide for all children and

cater for each of their needs. 
"We are very fortunate in County

Wicklow to have some of the most
state-of-the-art schools for primary
a n d  s e c o n d  l e v e l .  A s  a  T D  f o r
Wicklow I have placed a particular
focus on education and on school
bui lds .  So far  s ince Apri l  over  a
dozen major school building pro-

jects have progressed.
"I know from speaking to parents

across the County that we have so
much more to do for schools, espe-
c i a l l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  a d d i n g  n e w
s c h o o l  p l a c e s  t o  c a t e r  f o r  t h e
i n c r e a s e  i n  s t u d e n t s  a c r o s s  t h e
country. 

“As Taoiseach I intend on keep-

ing a particular focus on children
and education at the heart of every
decision in Government. 

“As a TD for Wicklow I will con-
t i n u e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  s c h o o l s  a n d
principals to represent their needs
i n  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r
extra capacity to meet Wicklow’s
growing population.”

37 Wicklow primary schools operating
Hot School Meal Programme

Green TD Steven Matthews has welcomed the strong uptake of the Hot School Meal Programme in Wicklow
Primary Schools. This is an issue that Deputy Matthews has worked on extensively with the Department of Social
Protection and several local schools since being elected in 2020. 

Discussing the large uptake of the programme, Deputy Matthews said: "This is hugely
positive news for families in these schools. When visiting schools, this issue is one that is
constantly raised with me by parents, principals, and teachers. The provision of hot meals to
children is a hugely worthwhile investment in their wellbeing and development. This is par-
ticularly welcome at a time when food prices are at such a high level. 

"The provision of school meals is a key intervention to tackle educational disadvantage
and assist those children to achieve their full potential. The simple reality is, if children are
hungry in classrooms, they can't concentrate, and the negative knock-on impact has been
shown in countless studies. 

"One thing I have consistently raised with the Ministers for Social Protection and
Education is the need to avoid excess waste as part of the national rollout. I believe that any
vendors tendering for these contracts to provide hot school meals should include how they
propose to reduce the use of single-use plastic and ensure that food waste is minimised.

"Work is ongoing with a number of other Wicklow primary schools at earlier stages of
introducing this scheme and I will be working with the Department of Education to ensure
any unnecessary delays are avoided.

"I have worked with a series of schools across the county that had been included in this
programme in earlier rounds of funding to ensure that funding was allocated as quickly as
possible and that any other teething issues were resolved. If there are any other schools or
families are experiencing any problems with this service, I would be more than happy to
assist them directly," concluded Deputy Matthews.

Steven Matthews TD. 

Refurbishment for Nun’s
Cross National School

A new refurbishment project has been announced for Nun's Cross
National School in Ashford by the Department of Education. The pro-
ject will see an existing space in the school reconfigured to provide an
extra mainstream classroom.

"This is fantastic news for the local
community, and will contribute to
ensuring that children across Wicklow
have the facilities they need to succeed,'
said An Taoiseach Simon Harris. 

"This is incredible news for students
and staff of Nun's Cross National
School, as well as for families across
Ashford. For too long, the school has
had to worry about setting up temporary
accommodation for a new class in the
coming academic year, and I am
delighted a permanent space is now
being delivered. 

"I would like to thank the staff of
Nunís cross for their continued efforts
to get this project over the line. As
Taoiseach, and in my role as TD for
Wicklow, I have always, and will con-
tinue to put children and education at
the heart of Government, and will work
night and day to represent the needs of

schools across Wicklow, and the whole
country.

"I am conscious that there is more
work to do, but I am delighted that we are
beginning to see the fruits of those
efforts." 

Nun’s Cross National School. 

14 new special classes 
Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly has welcomed the news that there will be 14 new special
classes in County Wicklow. Every one of these special classes will have six pupils, one teacher
and one special needs assistant in the following school areas Moneystown, Bray, Barndarrig,
Kilbride, Tinahely, Rathnew, Blessington, Arklow and Greystones.

This budget funding
has been used to provide
so many new special
classes for Wicklow for
the 2024/2025 school
year.

"I want to thank all
our local schools who
are working so hard to

make this happen in con-
junction with the
Department of Education
and the National Council
for Special Education. In
government we are com-
mitted to delivering an
inclusive education for
all our children," said

Minister Donnelly. 
"Bringing the

Wicklow total to over
100 special classes for
children with additional
educational  needs.
Additional building work
is being carried out in
schools across the coun-

try to provide either new
classrooms or refurbish
existing classrooms for
the new special classes.

"We now have more
than 40,000 profession-
als working in special
education - over 21,000
special needs assistants
and over 19,000 special
education teachers. That
is the highest number of
SNAs and teachers ever
working in the area of
special education.

"The Department of
Education and the
National  Council  for
Special  Education are
actively engaging with
school patrons and a
small number of schools
to finalise the arrange-
ments necessary for the
remainder of  special
classes to open for the
coming school year in
the areas where they are
needed. The number of
Special  Educational
Needs Organisers
(SENOs) who help par-
ents to find school places
and health services for
their  children has
increased from 73 to
120." 

Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly TD, Principal of Blessington
Community College Kieran Burke and Cllr Patsy Glennon.
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Mikey Lee and Sophie Bonus at the Leinster Fleadh Cheoil in
Wicklow Town. 

Bray again named one of the world's
most underrated travel destinations 

Bray has once again been named one of the world's most underrated travel destinations by Time Out. Bray has earned
a spot on the list for the second time, with Time Out highlighting its appeal among 24 other global destinations. Other
locations recognised include Prince Edward Island in Canada, Tasmania in Australia, Karpathos in Greece, and
Plymouth in England, with Bray ranking 24th.

Eugene Finnegan from Bray
Tourism highlighted the signifi-
cance of  this  recognit ion:
"Being acknowledged again by
Time Out is  a  testament to
Bray's enduring appeal. The
support  from the Bray
Municipal District and Wicklow
County Council  has been
instrumental in maintaining and
enhancing the town's amenities
and public realm."

Bray first appeared on the list
in 2023, receiving praise for its
diverse range of activities and
dining options. This year, the
town secured the 24th spot.
Time Out's article recounts how
Bray's popularity soared with
the arrival of the railway in
1854, earning it the nickname
"the Brighton of  Ireland."
Bray's Victorian seafront has
been revitalised, bustling with
cafés and restaurants. Visitors
can enjoy a scenic walk from
the harbour along the esplanade
to Bray Head, an 800-foot-high
vantage point offering stunning
panoramic views. 

Time Out contributor
Stephen Emms elaborated on
Bray's charm, noting its histori-

cal significance and the vibrant
atmosphere that has re-emerged
in recent years.

Cllr  Dermot O'Brien,
Cathaoir leach of  Bray
Municipal District, welcomed
the news,  s tat ing,  "We are
delighted that Time Out has
once again recognised Bray.

This accolade underscores our
town's  unique charm and
vibrant appeal. Being featured
among the world's most under-
rated travel destinations is a
testament to our community's
hard work and dedication. It
highlights Bray as a beloved
tourism destination and sets us

on the right footing for contin-
ued growth and success."

Despite strong competition,
Bray's unique offerings earned
it  a  spot  on this  year 's  l is t .
Topping the list is Filandia in
Colombia,  showcasing the
diversity of destinations high-
lighted by Time Out.

Bray Seafront. 

Innovation blooms
at Powerscourt 

accesso Technology Group, the technology solutions provider for
attractions and venues, has worked with Powerscourt Estate and
Gardens to introduce a new Powerscourt Gardens Audio Tour
app, enhancing visitor engagement and sustainability efforts in
the heart of County Wicklow.  

The newly launched app is now available for download on iOS and
Android. 

Powerscourt Estate, has teamed up with accesso's Professional Services
team to introduce an innovative digital solution aimed at enhancing visitor
engagement and experience.

The new Audio Tour app, offers visitors a seamless and immersive journey
through the estate's outdoor attractions, including its world-renowned Italian
Garden, Japanese Garden, Walled Garden with a bee sanctuary, picturesque
Triton Lake, the Herbaceous Border and enchanting woodland walks. By har-
nessing state-of-the-art technology, the app provides an interactive platform
for guests to explore the estate's rich heritage, curated tours, and sustainable
initiatives.

The new Audio Tour app is designed to promote sustainability and enhance
well-being by encouraging visitors to switch off from digital distractions and
reconnect with nature. 

This offline functionality minimizes the need for brochures or physical
materials and supports Powerscourt's commitment to environmental sustain-
ability.

Wicklow welcomes Her
Outdoors Week 2024

Embrace the outdoors with a week of exciting activities for women

Wicklow is thrilled to announce the return of HER Outdoors Week, celebrating females of all ages and abilities embracing
the outdoors. Running from August 12th - 18th, this year promises an even more exciting lineup with increased collaboration
from local clubs, offering a wide range of events designed to inspire and engage. This year's theme, #EmbraceYourSpace,
encourages women to get outside and embrace the unique outdoor opportunities that Wicklow has to offer.

HER Outdoors Week is
a national event that aims
to celebrate and encour-
age more females to get
out and enjoy the benefits
of being in the outdoors,
while bringing visibility
to the opportunities for
females to get involved in
outdoor physical activity.
This week is all about
providing more opportu-
nities for ALL females to
escape to the outdoors and
try something new. 

Participants can look
forward to Sunset Kayak

events hosted by
Poulaphouca Paddlers and
Baltinglass Kayak Club,
sailing with Bray Sailing
Club, orienteering in
Tomnafinnoge Wood,
surfing at Magheramore
Beach, and various social
walks, runs, and mountain
hikes across Wicklow. 

Additionally, on
Thursday 15th August,
Wicklow Sports and
Recreation Partnership are
hosting a HER Outdoors
Beach Festival, that will
take place on Greystones

South Beach from 5pm to
8pm. The festival will see
a range of drop-in and
play activities such as
Beach Volleyball, Beach
Tug Of War, Beach
Tennis, Beach Olympic
Handball and Stand Up
Paddle Boarding. Leinster
Rugby will also be show-
casing their first Women's
Social Beach Rugby 7s
event, with clubs from
Wicklow and surrounding
counties taking part.

Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County Council,

Cllr. Paul O'Brien, stated,
"HER Outdoors Week is a
fantastic opportunity for
women to experience the
natural beauty that
Wicklow has to offer."

Chief Executive of
Wicklow County Council,
Emer O'Gorman, added,
"We are proud to support
HER Outdoors Week. 

“As a leading county
for outdoor recreation,
Wicklow offers a fantastic
opportunity to showcase
our outstanding outdoor
clubs and the diverse

physical activities avail-
able."

Aisling Hubbard of
Wicklow Sports and
Recreation Partnership
shared, "This year's HER
Outdoors Week is set to
be our best yet, with more
events and greater collab-
oration from local clubs.
We invite all women and
girls to get out and
embrace their space."

For more information
and a detailed schedule of
events, please www.wick-
lowlsp.ie

The launch of Her Outdoors Week in Greystones.  
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Former President of
Wicklow Rotary elected
head of Rotary Ireland

‘Joining Rotary was the best decision I made this century’
A former President of Wicklow Rotary has been elected as the new District Governor of Rotary Ireland. Seamus Parle
from Wicklow Town said his main aims will be to maximise the organisation's community impact and increase public
awareness of the benefits of Rotary membership.

Mr Parle said Rotary
was dedicated to serving
communities both here
and abroad and through
its voluntary work provid-
ed an excellent platform
for people to develop
socially and professional-
ly. He said he hadn’t
looked back since joining
the organisation 12 years
ago.

“Rotary members are
people with a social con-
science who want to put
their skills and expertise
into the service of the
community. Whether it’s
supporting a health or
education project here in
Ireland, providing hous-
ing for families in
Ukraine or funding a
water pump project in
rural Kenya, Rotary has
no shortage of projects to
become involved in.
Through Rotary I’ve
learned so much and met

so many wonderful peo-
ple from all over the
island of Ireland and
beyond. Quite simply,
joining Rotary was the
best decision I made this
century.” 

Partnership with Cancer
Fund for Children

The all-island nature of
Rotary, something which
Mr Parle holds dear, is
very evident in his nomi-
nated charity for the year
ahead which is Cancer
Fund for Children.

The charity aims to
provide emotional support
for children diagnosed
with cancer and their fam-
ilies across Ireland. One
of the ways it does this is
by providing therapeutic
short breaks for families
at its Daisy Lodge centre
in Newcastle, County
Down. Its plans for a sec-

ond lodge in Cong, Co
Mayo, which will cost
around E20m to build, are
well advanced.

“A cancer diagnosis for
anyone is a devastating
blow, but especially for
young people. Providing
space and support to these
children and their families
in a caring and calm envi-
ronment is an essential
emotional support,” Mr
Parle said.

“At any one time there
is a waiting list of over 50
families for Daisy Lodge
in Newcastle Co. Down.
This second lodge at
Cong on the shores of
Lough Corrib will enable
the charity to increase the
number of children and
parents it supports each
year from 1,800 to 4,000.
Helping to progress this
project will be one of our
flagship projects this
year.” 

Rotary Highlights

Mr Parle, an accoun-
tant in practice in
Wicklow, though now
semi-retired, is originally
from Drinagh in Co
Wexford but has lived in
Wicklow town for over 40
years. In addition to serv-
ing as Club President of
Wicklow Rotary the mar-
ried father of two grown
up daughters has also held
the roles of Assistant
District Governor and
District Treasurer. He
says there have been
many highlights to his
time in Rotary, but two
especially come to mind.

“The first one was
when we secured govern-
ment funding of
€250,000 under an anti-
dumping initiative for
Rotary’s Bikes 4 Africa
project. Through this pro-
ject old or unwanted bikes

are repaired and forward-
ed to people in Africa. As
well as providing students
and adults in rural areas
with a vital mode of trans-
port the scheme also
involves the support of
the Irish Prison Service,
with the bikes being
repaired at a Bike Shed at
Loughan House Open
Centre. It’s a win win for
people in Africa and indi-
viduals here who develop
new skills while making a
valuable contribution to
this excellent project.

“The other is
Wicklow’s own Simon
Harris, a graduate of
Rotary’s Youth
Leadership Development
Competition, some 20
years ago, becoming
Taoiseach. Simon learned
a lot  through his
involvement in Rotary
and it shows the benefits
of becoming involved at

Seamus Parle, new head of Rotary Ireland 

a young age regardless
of whichever party you
support or are a member
of .  Simon has  been a
very strong supporter of
the organisation down

the years and is an hon-
orary life member. This
year  two young gi r ls
f rom Wicklow Lucy
Curran and Juno
Cherry-Roberts won the

same competition. 
“I am sure they and all

the other participants
from all over the island of
Ireland will go on to
achieve great things.”

Sean Boland and Arklow historian Pat Power at the Shelton Abbey Open Day in Arklow.  

Slow, switch, grow: how one 
person can make a difference  
Jane Jackson, an environmental scientist specialising in climate change and biodiversity
solutions that are fair, effective and bring many side benefits, is the foundeer of '80 Max cli-
mate solutions' and has been its coordinator since 2016. Her ideas are taking root in
Wicklow where ReWild Wicklow and the the Men's Sheds groups in Newcastle, Bray and
Greystones have gotten on board.  

The main projects 80 Max cli-
mate solutions are running at
present  are  SLOW SWITCH
GROW: 1). Slow Down to 80
kph as  your  top speed;  2) .
Switch  Energy Providers  to
100% renewable energy suppli-
ers ;  3) .  Grow Trees  in  our
Duneman Boxes;  4) .  Annual
Tree  fes t ival  in  Belmont
Demesne Greystones. 

Jane  expla ins :  “The logic
behind SLOW SWITCH GROW
is that each action reduces our
emissions by one tonne. Thereby
reducing our average personal
budget of 12 tonnes by 25%.”

The 'Slow' objective involves
reducing top speeds to 80km/hr.  

“By cut t ing top speed to
80km/hr  we reduce our  car
emiss ions  by one th i rd .  The
average driver in Ireland pro-
duces  3  tonnes  CO2 /  yr.  So
that's one tonne,' epxlains Jane. 

“The SLOW Down to 80kph
campaign is what I have been
doing for the past six years. In
the  f i rs t  year  we did  a  great
many markets and events around
the country. 1,300 pledged to
keep to 80km/hr as their  top
speed. Unfortunately the covid
lockdown ended that campaign
for a long while.

“In 2020 I commissioned a
National survey (see attached)

which saw 43% support for the
initiative to cut the top speed to
80km/hr on all roads. I don’t
know if you realise but that is a
huge support in light of the fact
that we had not even launched a
nat ional  campaign.  I  l ike  to
compare it with a similar survey
taken a week before the smoking
ban in 2004, which was a great
success,  but i t  had only 37%
support for the initiative after a
15 year campaign.

The 'Switch' aspect involves
switching enbergy providers to
get people to switch to 100%
renewable energy companies. 

“The average home produces
1 tonne CO2 from their electric-
i ty  so  by switching to  100%
renewable that's another tonne,”
says Jane.

Regarding the Grow Boxes
project, Jane says “If each per-
son grows 100 trees they save a
tonne per year in an average
lifetime. Having grown trees
from seed for many years myself
and distributing them at events,
I asked Coillte, during lockdown
in 2021, if they could donate a
further  3000.  We dis tr ibuted
these from our gate. This then
grew into the tree festival in
2022.I felt it would be a good
idea to expand this project into
the local community to get a

supply of local native seed.
This has become a community

project with 25 people growing
and producing over 2500 trees in
the first year. To make the boxes
I have teamed up with the Men's
Sheds in Newcastle, Bray and
Greystones who make the boxes
and the Happy Pear who provid-
ed used pal le ts  to  make the
boxes and coffee sacks for stor-
ing the trees.

“People can now collect a box
and care for the seeds in large
numbers and when they are a
year old they give them to us to
grow on in  a  nursery  in
Newcastle on land very kindly
provided by a land owner which
we have developed wi th  the
great help of Rewild Wicklow.  

“21 of their members  arrived
and constructed 11 raised beds
of  the  Dunemann type,  wi th
scaffolding boards kindly sup-
plied from two building firms,
SIJ fit out and Turnkey kitchens.
They then moved 18 tonnes of
soil over 100m manually to fill
the beds and planted over 1000
year  old  sapl ings .  Al l  in  the
space of 4 hours.” 

Jane is also behind the annual
Tree  Fes t ival  in  Belmont
Demesne where  her  and her
team give out, for free, 3,300
bare root native trees.
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Council commences
Social Housing

Assessment 2024

Margaret Healy and Aoife O'Neill at the Shelton Abbey Open Day in Arklow.

Wicklow County Council have commenced the Social Housing Assessment
2024. This social housing assessment is a review of all applicants approved for
social housing support with Wicklow County Council, prior to 5th July 2023.
Each local authority must carry out the Social Housing Assessment in accor-
dance with Section 21 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009.

Letters have issued to all
relevant applicants using
the current, most up to date
address on file.  Any appli-
cant  tha t  has  changed
address  recent ly  should
contact the housing section
in  Wicklow County
Council as soon as possible
to update their address on
file. 

A person in receipt of
Housing Assistance Payment
(HAP) is not required to
complete this Social

Assessment Housing Form.
It is vitally important that

all approved Social Housing
Applicants  return this
assessment form, as failure
to do so will result in their
applicat ion for  Social
Housing being closed and
the removal of that appli-
cant from Wicklow County
Council’s  l is t  for  Social
Housing Support.

All  approved Social
Housing Applicants should
return their forms via post

to Caroline Fox, A/ Senior
Executive Officer, Social
Development (Housing and
Community) ,  Wicklow
County Council ,  County
Buildings, Wicklow Town,
Co Wicklow, by Wednesday
31st July 2024.

For further information
please visi t  the website ,
www.wicklow.ie, or contact
the housing sect ion by
emailing hna@wicklowco-
co.ie  or  by telephone on
0404 20100. 

1,266 new home commencements
in first six months of 2024

Figures represent 87.8% increase on same period in 2023

Wicklow Fianna Fail Senator Pat Casey has welcomed new figures showing 1,266 new homes
have commenced construction in Wicklow in the first six months of this year. This represents
an 87.8% increase on the same period in 2023, when 674 homes commenced construction.

Nationwide, a total of
33,784 homes started
construction between
January and the end of 

June. This figure is
more than double (up
117%) from the 15,561
units commenced in the
first half of 2023.

Senator Casey said:

"I'm delighted to have
received confirmation
from my party colleague,
Minister for Housing
Darragh O’Brien, that
1,266 new homes were
commenced here in
Wicklow in the first six
months of this year, an
increase on the same

period last year.
"Not only are the num-

ber of new residential
homes being built  in
Wicklow increasing, the
figures nationwide are
also rising, up 117% on
the same period last year.

"Fianna Fail's top pri-
ority in government

remains doing everything
we can to help people to
afford to buy or rent a
home. These statistics are
evidence that our
Housing for All plan is
working and my focus is
on doing whatever I can
to keep this posit ive
momentum going." 

Senator Pat Casey. 

Home sales prices
have risen 5.3%

Home sales prices in the Republic of Ireland have risen 5.3%

compared to the same period last year, the Q2, 2024 Geowox

Housing Market Report reveals. The median price for an Irish

home sold in the first quarter of 2024 is €335K, +€17K 

compared to the same period in 2023. 

The report includes all Q2 2024 entries in the Irish residential property

price register. Energy-efficient existing homes (A-B) achieved a median

sales price of €405K, a €90K premium over the €315K for non-efficient

homes (C-G). This energy-based comparison excludes new homes to gain

a more precise understanding of the energy efficiency premium.

A total of 12,212 homes were sold in the 2nd quarter of the year -/-

13.5% vs the same period in 2023. Co. Dublin had the highest number of

sales in Q2'24 at 3,594 units. Median prices in Co. Dublin reached

€450K. Meanwhile, home prices in Dublin city rose to €505K.

Total new home sales dropped year over year, at 2,411 homes, a change

of -/-6.9%. New homes transacted at a median value of €399K, a €99K

premium over the median for existing homes, at €300K.

Summarising the latest market trends, Geowox’s Head of data, Marco

Giardina, observed, "Home transaction volume is on a strong downward

trend. Meanwhile, prices maintain a steady growth path in rural and urban

areas."  

County Dublin tops chart at a median 
of €450K (Dublin city €505K)

Taoiseach hails success of First
Home Scheme for County Wicklow
The success of the First Home Scheme is helping to ensure families in Wicklow can secure their new home, An
Taoiseach Simon Harris said. So far, 342 Wicklow home buyers have been approved for the First Home Scheme,
meaning more homeowners in the County.

The scheme is a shared equity scheme, designed to help bridge the gap
for first-time buyers and other eligible homebuyers between their deposit
and mortgage, and the price of their new home. It was established in July
2022 with the aim of supporting up to 8,000 affordable purchases over a
four-year period. 

Data shows that a total of 10,669 prospective buyers have now regis-
tered their details with 4,856 application have been approved across 26
counties.

Speaking last week the Taoiseach said: "This scheme has been a signifi-
cant success in bridging the gap for potential homeowners Wicklow. The
figures today show the impact it is having in a relatively short period of
time, with a total of 342 buyers approved with live eligibility certificates
by Wicklow County Council.

"This clearly demonstrates that there is now momentum behind the
scheme in Wicklow and is making home ownership a reality for many
young people across the county. It has proven to be a very effective mea-
sure to support close to 4,000 individuals or families to achieve home-
ownership across the country, a key objective under Housing for All.

"Housing is Fine Gael's number one priority. It is the greatest societal
challenge we face. We've now seen almost 52,000 new homes commenced
construction in the 12 months to the end of May. I am confident that we
will exceed our output target for 2024, making it the third year in a row
where we exceed our targets.

"We are now using more and more Modern Methods of Constructions,
we have increasing number of apprentices, we’re promoting careers in
construction, and we know we have so much left to do to face the housing
challenge. Every week, my Government takes new measures to respond to
the challenge and we are seeing the benefit of those measures."An Taoiseach Simon Harris TD.



Tuesday 23rd July 2024Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

12 NEWS

Classic car lovers to flock to Newcastle 
Rev your engines and gather the whole family for an unforgettable day of excite-
ment and nostalgia for the inaugural Leinster Classic Car & Motor Show, taking
place on Bank Holiday Monday, 5th August, 11am to 5pm at Newcastle Aerodrome
(A63 RX03).

This exciting event promises
a full  day of automotive
delights and family fun while
supporting two vital communi-
ty causes - Wicklow Hospice
and Newcastle Community
Centre.
Event Highlights:
• Classic Car Showcase: An
array of vintage and classic
cars that will transport you
back in time.
• Modern and Exotic Cars:
View the sleek lines and cut-
ting-edge technology of today's
most luxurious vehicles.
• Food Vendors: A variety of
food options to satisfy all
tastes from local delicacies to
international cuisines.

• Meet the Owners: An oppor-
tunity to chat with the passion-
ate owners and learn the stories
behind their beloved vehicles.
• Auto Jumble and Trade
Stands: Browse through a vari-
ety of auto parts, memorabilia
and more at the trade stands.

Organisers stated “The
Leinster Classic Car and Motor
Show has chosen two very
worthy causes to benefit from
the event, Wicklow Hospice
which provides an incredible
service at the most testing of
times for people and Newcastle
Community Centre which is
the hub of the village, surviv-
ing solely on the goodwill of
the community."

Tickets are priced at €10
for adults, with free admis-
sion for children under 12. A
family pass, covering entry
for two adults and three chil-
dren ,  i s  ava i lab le  for  jus t
€30. All proceeds from the
event will be donated to the
two nominated charities.

For more information and
to  purchase  t icke ts ,  v i s i t
Eventbrite or the Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/
leinsterclassiccarshow.

Join us for a spectacular
day celebrating automotive
history, modern marvels, and
community spirit while sup-
porting two incredible caus-
es.

€20,000 for two non-profit organisations in Wicklow

The Wicklow recipients
of this year’s Heart of the
Community Fund are the
Glencree Centre for Peace
and Reconciliation and
Shuttle Knit.

The Heart of the

Community Fund this year
is awarding €930,000 to
93 community and volun-
tary organisations across
the island of Ireland to
support their vital local
activity. Made possible by

generous philanthropic
gifts and fundraising
events of The Ireland
Funds America, the largest
chapter of The Ireland
Funds, these grants exem-
plify the power of collec-

tive giving.
Caitriona Fottrell,

President & CEO of The
Ireland Funds, said: “We
recognise the significant
challenges organisations
face, especially in meeting
core and operational costs.
It is our aim that the Heart
of the Community Fund
fuels organisations to con-
tinue their essential work
within communities. We

are deeply grateful for the
steadfast generosity of our
donors, which continues to
bolster crucial initiatives
across the island of
Ireland.” 

Sheila Cannon, Chair,
Board of Directors,
Shuttle Knit CLG, said:
"The Heart of the
Community Fund grant
from The Ireland Funds is
invaluable as core funding

provides crucial flexibility,
allowing us to focus on
innovative ideas rather
than being tied to pro-
gramme commitments. It
enables activities like
visioning days to reflect
and plan with our commu-
nity, which are essential
but often hard to find time
for."

The Heart of the
Community Fund strategi-

cally supports non-profits
under The Ireland Funds’
four funding pillars: Arts
and Culture, Community
Development, Education,
and Peace and Recon-
ciliation. Emphasising
community integration
and inclusion, this fund
prioritised projects that
centred around belonging
and organisations address-
ing youth and family sup-

port needs.
This year's Heart of the

Community Fund is a tes-
tament to the enduring
commitment of The
Ireland Funds and its sup-
porters. By providing
timely funding, these
grants will enable non-
profits to address pressing
community needs and cre-
ate a lasting impact on the
lives of many.

The Ireland Funds, the global philanthropic network, has awarded
€20,000 to two organisations in Wicklow. This support, through the
Heart of the Community Fund grant round, will assist a diverse
group of initiatives that provide critical services and strengthen 
communities.

'Dare to bare' in aid of
Wicklow Hospice care

Pictured L-R launching the male-only Wicklow Hospice 'Dip in the Nip' is Pamela McCann, Scott
Southerland (Codling Win Park, Richard Davis (Wicklow Hospice Community Ambassador), Susie
Cunningham (OLH&CS) and Pat Sammon (Codling Wind Park). 

Our Lady's Hospice & Care Services (OLH&CS), Wicklow, is daring the brave men of
Wicklow and surrounds to bare all and take part in its male-only Dip in the Nip, on the morn-
ing of Sunday 13th October 2024 on Greystones South Beach, Wicklow. The annual event has
been running since 2019 and is again being supported by offshore renewable energy project,
Codling Wind Park.

Wicklow Hospice
hopes that men will dare
to bare in support of hos-
pice care by lining up on
the 

Greystone South
Beach. By participating
and aiming to achieve
sponsorship of at least
Ä200 each, our fearless
heroes, groups, clubs,
and workplace col-
leagues are raising vital
funds to help us 

continue to provide
high levels of specialist
care and comfort for
patients and their fami-
lies. 

On dip day, men and
their supporters can
expect live music on
arrival to the beach,
before our brave dippers
head to a more secluded
section of the shoreline.
With a fearsome roar, the
group will join together
for Wicklow Hospice
and run headlong into
the sea! After their dip,
each participant will be
served a welcome hot
drink, and everyone goes
home with a goody bag
including an exclusive
‘Dip in the Nip’ gift.   

Codling Wind Park
Project Director, Scott

Pictured launching the male-only Wicklow Hospice 'Dip in the Nip' is
Wicklow Hospice Community Ambassador, Richard Davis. Join Richard
on Sunday 13th October and Dare to Bare all to  support the patients and
families under the care of Wicklow Hospice. 

Sutherland, said: ìThe
Codling team are proud
to be strong supporters of
Wicklow Hospice and the
incredible work they do
with families across the
county.” 

He added: “As well as
being an important
fundraiser for the
Hospice and the work
they do, Dip in the Nip is
a really fun, community
event. We are really look-
ing forward to supporting
Dip in the Nip and some
of us will be participating
too!” 

Eleanor Flew, Director

of Fundraising &
Communications at
OLH&CS said: “We are
delighted to continue our
important partnership
with Codling Wind Park
as they sponsor Dip in
the Nip. Community
fundraising played a vital
role in ensuring we were
able to open the doors of
Wicklow Hospice in
2020, the first dedicated
palliative care facility in
Wicklow.

“Fundraising and com-
munity support continue
to be the life blood of our
work at Our Lady’s 

Hospice & Care
Services, Wicklow,
whether that’s in our in-
patient facility which
cared for 207 inpatients
last year or our
Community Palliative
Care Team, which made
2,037 visits to people’s
homes. 

“Initiatives like Dip in
the Nip help ensure the
continued provision and
development of our ser-
vices, so we urge the peo-
ple of Wicklow and sur-
rounds to come out and
support, whether that be
through participation or

sponsoring one of the
brave participants,” she
added. 

This year’s event takes
place on the morning of
Sunday 13th October
2024. 

The women of
Wicklow are also asked
to show their support by
encouraging the men in
their lives to sign up and
supporting their fearless
friends or family taking
part. 

For more information
and to register, please go
to: www.olh.ie/event-
campaign/dip-in-the-nip/
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Mary Ocarroll and Ger Cassidy at the Blainroe Golf Club annual Club Cancer Day in aid of Play
in pink and Wicklow Cancer Support. 

Bray boxer to compete in Paris 
Bray's 50kg Daina Moorehouse (Enniskerry Boxing Club), and Head Coach Zauri Antia will
be part of the Irish Boxing Team at the Paris Olympics which begin on Friday 26th July. 

A 4' 11” pocket-rocket from Bray who
famously used to rise daily at 6am to train
before school, Daina won gold and 'Best Boxer'
at the European Juniors in 2017 when she was
just 15.

In 2018 she beat a Russian to clinch the
European Youth title and made the quarter-finals
of World Youths. In 2019 she won another
European Youth medal (bronze) and in 2023 she
reached the quarter-finals of European U22s and
was deemed unlucky not to get past the same
stage at the European Games.

She made the last 16 at the first Olympic
Qualification tournament in Italy but had to go
to the final qualifiers in Bangkok in June where
she beat boxers from Armenia and Guatamala
before a unanimous victory over Bulgaria's
Zlatislava Chukanova punched her first Olympic
ticket. 

Zauri has been a proud resident of Bray for
almost two decades, and is Ireland's most suc-
cessful Olympic coach in any sport, guiding
Irish athletes to 9 of our Olympic 38 medals.Daina Moorehouse. 

Kilcoole A.C.'s Fionnuala to
make history at Olympics 

Kilcoole Athletic Club's Fionnuala McCormack will be one of twenty-three athletes at the
Olympic Games in Paris. The track and field events will be taking place in the Stade de
France, and the marathon events will take place on the streets of Paris starting at the Hotel de
Ville and finishing at the Esplanade des Invalides. 

The officially selected number of athletes
competing for Team Ireland has now reached
122, which has now passed the previously
largest team ever (116 in Tokyo 2020). The ath-
letics team are travelling to Paris on a high, fol-
lowing on from the phenomenal performances
of the Athletics Ireland team at the European
Championships last month.

Marathon runner Fionnuala McCormack will
be making history by becoming the first Irish
woman to compete in five Olympic Games,
when she competes on the roads of Paris on the
11 August. The marathon route takes in some of
the famous Parisian landmarks, including the
Chateau de Versailles, the Grand Palais and the
Hotel de Ville.

The track and field events take place in the
Stade de France, which transforms from the
Rugby Sevens events earlier in the Games to a
bespoke athletics stadium, with a purple track. 

Olympic Federation of Ireland Chef de
Mission for Paris 2024, Gavin Noble said, "The
athletics events are always some of the most
anticipated ones, and this year won't disappoint.
We are excited to select a really strong team,
many of whom are coming to the Games as ones
to watch. The Stade de France will be buzzing
during August, with the track and field events. 

"We are also pleased to see that this
announcement sees the official number of
selected Team Ireland athletes surpass our previ-
ously biggest team - and we still have a few
more announcements to come!"

Fionnuala McCormack.

Wicklow rugby players get 
a big send-off before Olympics 
Wicklow Elmes Kinlan and Lucy Rock from Wicklow RFC will be part of the Irish
Women's Rugby Sevens Squad competing in the Olympics in Paris, with Lucy captaining
the 12-player team.  

Vicky Elmes Kinlan was given a fantastic send off
from her Wicklow RFC teammates last week on the
eve of her departure for Paris. 

In a statement posted to social media, Wicklow RFC
said “Vicky started Rugby with Wicklow RFC at U14s
and played all the way through the Youths and into
Senior rugby with the Club. Along the way she also
represented, the South East U18s, Leinster and Ireland
at 15 aside and Leinster and Ireland u18s at Sevens.
She has played with the Senior women's team in the
AILand has travelled the world with the Irish Senior
Women’s 7s squad since 2021. Vicky will be the first
Olympian to come through the ranks at Wicklow RFC
and the club are so excited to see her represent her club
and her country on the biggest sporting stage of them
all in the coming weeks.

“Vicky will be joined on her Olympic adventure by
another Wicklow woman Lucy Rock. We would like to
wish both Vicky and Lucy and the entire squad the
very best in Paris. We will be watching with pride and
who knows, we might have a gold medal or two back
in Ashtown Lane in August.”  

Lucy has had a “remarkable career” with the Irish
sevens side over the past decade, Wicklow RFC said.
She played gaelic football with Tinahely  and for
Wicklow before taking up rugby. She joined the Irish
Women's Sevens programme in 2015.

Joining Wicklow via Rathdrum RFC, Lucy has cap-
tained the squad for several seasons and has also fea-
tured in the Ireland 15s team. 

The Women's Sevens Tournament will commence
on 28th July. 

Did you know that you can

READ
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Rathnew girl named 
ambassador for Children’s

Health Foundation
The Woodie's Heroes campaign, celebrating its 10th anniversary this year, has announced Izzy Hayward, a 5-year-old
from Rathnew, as the ambassador for the Children's Health Foundation in the 2024 fundraising initiative. 

Running from now until 10th
August, this year's campaign aims
to raise critical funds for four chil-
dren's charities: Autism Assistance
Dogs Ireland, Children's Health
Foundation, ISPCC Childline, and
Down Syndrome Ireland.

Izzy, the youngest of three chil-
dren, was diagnosed with cystic
fibrosis shortly after birth, requir-
ing immediate and ongoing medi-
cal care. Her family's journey has
been supported by the exceptional
staff at Crumlin, whose compas-
sionate care and cutting-edge treat-
ments have been a lifeline for Izzy.

Emma Hayward, Izzy's mother,
their journey: "When Izzy was
born, we were overjoyed but had to
rush back to the hospital the next
day because she wasn't feeding and
began intensely vomiting. The
urgent procedure she needed for a
bowel obstruction was just the
beginning. At six weeks old, we
received the diagnosis of cystic
fibrosis. The support from
Children's Health Foundation has
been crucial, providing not only
medical care but also emotional
and logistical support."

Thanks to research funded by

Children's Health Foundation, Izzy
became eligible for a groundbreak-
ing wonder drug therapy that will
enhance her long-term health.
Every contribution, big or small to
the Woodie’s Heroes fundraiser
will make a difference in funding
the purchase of a digital mobile X-
ray machine for Children’s Health
Ireland at Temple Street. The digi-
tal mobile X-Ray machine will
enhance the quality of care for
children, allowing for quicker and
more accurate diagnoses. It will
also assist medical teams to pro-
vide immediate, on-the-spot imag-

ing, which will reduce the stress
and discomfort for young patients. 

Children's Health Foundation
raises vital funds to support sick
children and their families in
Children's Health Ireland hospitals
and urgent care centres in Crumlin,
Temple Street, Tallaght and
Connolly. 

Supporting Woodie’s Heroes is
simple. Donations can be made in-
store at the till or online via the
iDonate QR code. Every euro
raised goes directly to the chosen
charities, ensuring they can contin-
ue their vital work.

Izzy Haywardwith her mum Emma. 

Thalidomide survivors respond to Government leaders
The Irish Thalidomide Association (ITA) held a Press Conference last week to officially respond to a letter that their
acknowledged members received the previous week from the three leaders in Government: The Taoiseach Simon
Harris, The Tanaiste Micheal Martin and Eamon Ryan, former leader of the Green Party. 

After receiving the let-
ter, members of the Irish
Thalidomide Association
met for hours to discuss it
and were unequivocal in
their rejection of it. "This
letter is not an apology,"
they said.  

"An expression of gen-
eral regret blaming the
ëregulatory standards of
the time is not an apology.
Any expression of sympa-
thy is not an apology.
Saying that mothers of
Thalidomide babies were
not to blame is not an
apology. Excluding any
reference to our 'unac-
knowledged' survivors is
not an apology. 

"We are the survivors
of the biggest medical
tragedy the world has ever
witnessed. Some of our
group sadly passed away
and have the lost chance
of recognition of the
wrong done to them. Sixty

years on, we are still seek-
ing justice for both recog-
nised survivors and those
whom we know have
been damaged by thalido-
mide but have not yet
been officially recognised
by the State or the
German manufacturers of
thalidomide. 

"It is unforgivable that
our members who remain
'unacknowledged' as
thalidomide survivors are
still excluded to this day.
They have never been
recognised, never helped
and despite 15 years of
campaigning remain com-
pletely ignored in the let-
ter from the three leaders
in Government. The ITA
journey started with our
parent's campaign for jus-
tice in the 1970s when
families were already
dealing with a decade of
catastrophic disabilities
endured by their children. 

"Thirteen Taoisigh
have abandoned the
Thalidomide Mothers of
Ireland and their catas-
trophically disabled chil-
dren. Thalidomide, even
just one tablet, caused
malformations to limbs,
ears and internal organs.
The letter from the three
leaders included many
expressions of regret and
sympathy. It looked like
an apology. It sounded
like an apology. Many
news outlets interpreted it
as an apology. It was not
an apology. An apology
must include an accep-
tance that the State acted
wrongly in the past.
There was no such accep-
tance of wrong in the let-
ter we received. This,
seeming apology, caused
unfathomable hurt and
anger amongst our mem-
bers.

"We believe we are

owed an apology for the
following reasons: 

“THE FAILURE TO
RECALL 

THALIDOMIDE: 
In 1961, the then gov-

ernment refused to recall
thalidomide in line with
the international with-
drawal of the drug. The
state took a very conser-
vative and paternalistic
approach towards women
in Ireland at the time. This
is very evident by the lack
of any nationwide appeal
or campaign to advise 
or warn women about 
the internationally known
dangers of the Thalid-
omide drug in 1961. 

“THE INADEQUATE
REGULATION OF 
MEDICATIONS: 

The State failed to
properly regulate the
thalidomide drug unlike

other nations including the
USA although it had the
statutory tools to do so.

“THE FAILURE TO
BRING THE DEAL

MADE WITH 
THE STATE AND

GRUNENTHAL IN 
THE 1970’s BEFORE
THE HIGH COURT: 
The only reasons for

not putting the awards
before the High Court
were either the Gov-
ernment were hiding their
culpability in not making
a public ann-ouncement
for the removal of the
drug in 1961 or they knew
the deal made to support
children with thalidomide
was inadequate and would
not be ruled on. In 1975,
when we were minors,
under the age of 18 years
of age, our parents were
promised that all our
healthcare and personal

support needs, including
equipment etc would be
provided for by the Irish
state for our lifetime.
These promises were
never ruled upon by the
High Court, as is the legal
norm for minors. We are
the only case we know of
where this failed to occur. 

“THE FAILURE TO PUT
IN PLACE A HEALTH
CARE PACKAGE IN

1975: 
As part of the package

partially developed in
1975, the State had
promised to develop a
comprehensive health and
social care package for
children affected by
thalidomide to be in place
for the rest of their lives.
The health care package
announced last week is
the one they were sup-
posed to develop almost
50 years ago. Due to the
lack of such a package
being in existence until
now some of our mem-
bers have had unneces-
sary deteriorations in their
health and functioning. 

“THE FAILURE TO
KEEP UP TO DATE

WITH THE 
DIAGNOSTIC 

CRITERIA FOR
THALIDOMIDE
WHICH HAVE

CHANGED. 
A number of people

were not acknowledged
on the basis of diagnostic
criteria created in the
1960/70s. However, with
advancing medical
knowledge these criteria
have changed. People
who are still fighting for
recognition have been
diagnosed by medical
experts as having thalido-
mide related disability
under these new criteria.
The Gov-ernment should
have kept up to date on
this. 

“The State Claims
Agency report ‘Comp-
ensation for Thalidomide
Survivors’ in April 2010
was undertaken without

any consultation, discus-
sion, or involvement
whatsoever with thalido-
mide survivors in Ireland. 

“This report never dis-
closed all the true facts or
our lived reality; it has no
credibility, yet it appears
to dominate the States
thinking and strategy to
this day. Who or what is
the State trying to protect
still in 2024? 

“Furthermore, this
flawed report ignored the
state's failure to withdraw
thalidomide at all or in a
timely manner. It  also
ignored the state's obliga-
tion - and every child's
fundamental right - to
have a High Court Judge
examine any offer made
to a minor. This govern-
ment and the State need
to own up to the actions
of the past and fix the
historical and continuing
injustice towards thalido-
mide survivors in Ireland.
The Irish state needs to
acknowledge its failures
and omissions. Even at
this late stage it needs to
cherish us - the acknowl-
edged and unacknowl-
edged survivors alike. 

“This Government and
this State needs to give
all Irish thalidomide sur-
vivors, their mothers both
living and deceased, the
respect and decency of a
D·il apology to acknowl-
edge once and for all ,
that this was the fault of
the State, no one else.
The Association also
pointed out that the state
left the drug on pharmacy
shelves long after it knew
it caused catastrophic
damage in utero, at birth
and beyond. Instead of
offering a public apology
from the Taoiseach to the
surviving mothers,
instead of providing a
comprehensive package
of compensation, the ITA
says its members are
shocked by ìthe Gov-
ernment making a big
deal of a health care
package and a free travel
pass, which were already

promised to survivors in
the 1975 but never deliv-
ered upon.’

The Health, Social
Care and Independent
Living Supports Package
has also been misrepre-
sented as signed off
where it provides nothing
more than what ought to
have been delivered over
the past 50 years as part
of the original 1975
arrangement brought up
to date. Also, it was not
signed off, as it was still
subject to further ongoing
discussions. The Health,
Social Care and Ind-
ependent Living Supports
Package is also incom-
plete for the following
reasons: a.) It  doesn’t
address the unacknowl-
edged thalidomide sur-
vivors at all; b.) It relates
to services within the
Irish state but doesn’t
deliver anything to those
thalidomide survivors
who have had to leave
Ireland or emigrate; c.) It
has no enforceability. The
last arrangement was not
fulfilled for 50 years. We
cannot approve a repeti-
tion of history, where we
again will be forgotten
about as we age, and will
no doubt move down the
priority list. 

“The issues that
remain outstanding to be
resolved are: 1.
Acknowledgement of
wrongs; 2. Apology for
those wrongs; 3. A fully
completed Health, Social
Care and Independent
Living Supports Package
as detailed above; 4. Fair
and just compensation for
all thalidomide survivors.
“The expression of sym-
pathy from the three
leaders was in stark con-
trast to the apology
offered by the Prime
Minister of Australia to
those affected by thalido-
mide under the watch of
his nation. This apology
was devised in collabora-
tion with those affected
by thalidomide in
Australia.” 

Alexion, AstraZeneca Rare Disease, has announced a three year partnership with Hometree, an environmental charity, to
accelerate the regeneration of Atlantic rainforests in Ireland. The partnership includes a Ä90k investment from Alexion to
support the reintroduction of rainforest ecosystems across eighteen acres (12 GAA pitches) of land in the Maam Valley,
Connemara, Co. Galway. Pictured at Hometree's site in Avoca, Co. Wicklow, a site that has been left largely undisturbed
for the last 30 years: Shane Doyle, Senior Vice President, Head of Operations and Sustainability, Alexion; Matt Smith, CEO
of Hometree; and Bryan Mulchinock, Head of Environment, Health, Safety, Alexion. Picture Jason Clarke.
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€230,000 for Creative
Therapeutic Supports for

Greystones and Bray children

Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly .

Health Minister Stephen Donnelly has announced funding of €230,000 to fund a new initiative to provide further mental health supports to
primary school children in Bray and Greystones. Minister Donnelly has been working with Rachel Harper, Principal of St. Patrick's National
School in Greystones and the HSE to co-design and produce this project. 

The programme will be
run as a pilot for the next
two school years, com-
mencing in September
2024. The project
involves providing cre-
ative therapeutic supports,
including play therapy, in
an agreed number of pri-
mary schools in the
Greystones and Bray
areas.

Minister Donnelly said:
“I'm delighted to be able
to announce this funding
today. It is important that

we recognise that the
school setting is one
where children should feel
safe, where they can
express themselves, and
where they can seek sup-
port when they need it. 

“This programme rec-
ognises the creative thera-
peutic supports a school
can provide to a child and
their parents and recognis-
es the benefits that sup-
porting a child in the
school environment can
have. I am confident that

we will design and imple-
ment this programme so
that it can be rolled out
further and that all chil-
dren and all schools can
benefit in the future.”

This project will be run
under the auspices of
Bray Sláintecare Healthy
Communities (SHC) and
will provide a range of
creative therapeutic sup-
ports to primary school
aged children, their teach-
ers and their parents as
well as facilitating the

signposting of children
and their families to the
wider supports available
in the community. 

A steering group is
being established with
representation from the
HSE, Wicklow CYPSC,
Wicklow County Council
SHC Local Development
Officer, the Department of
Education and local com-
munity service providers
to finalise a detailed pro-
ject plan. The entire pro-
ject will be co-designed

and co-produced to meet
the identified need of the
children and the school
community.

Minister Donnelly
added: “Children spend a
significant amount of their
time in the school envi-
ronment, and this will fur-
ther support them to flour-
ish and thrive in their
school community. New
and innovative ways to
support our children's
wellbeing will help to
build resilience and

improved mental health.
“I've been involved

with Rachel on the 'It
Takes A Village' campaign
for the voluntary pact to
keep smartphones out of
primary schools in
Greystones, as we know
the very negative impacts
on children's mental
health from smartphone
and social media use. I'm
delighted that we are also
able to provide a new and
innovative mental health
support in schools in

North Wicklow with the
pilot.”

An evaluation will be
commissioned post pilot
to examine the effective-
ness of the programme
and to determine the

impact of the pilot on
referral rates to other ser-
vices within the county.
The evaluation will also
assess the scalability and
reproducibility of the pro-
ject. 

Blessington cancer survivor shares story to support 
call for increased education around early detection

Cancer survivor Raymond Poole based in Blessington has spoken out about his own cancer diagnosis to support the
Marie Keating Foundation 'Early Cancer Detection is Key' campaign. The Foundation is urging the Government to
improve cancer outcomes by prioritising early detection in Ireland. 

Mary Keating Foundation breakfast briefing.

Raymond is an international
project  manager,  keynote
speaker and published author,
and was  diagnosed wi th  an
aggressive form of prostate
cancer in 2016 aged 53. Due to
early intervention and continu-
ous monitoring of his bloods,
Raymond received a  very
hopeful prognosis, but treat-
ment has left him with severe
side effects.

On average, 41,767 cancers
or related tumours were diag-
nosed each year during 2019-
2021. This is approximately 1
diagnosis every 15 minutes.

At a breakfast briefing last
week,  the  Marie  Keat ing
Foundat ion cal led  for

increased educat ion around
early cancer symptoms and the
expansion of cancer screening
programmes in Ireland. Lack
of symptom awareness, long
waiting lists, the impact of the
pandemic ,  inequal i t ies  in
access to treatment, an over-
crowded heal th  sys tem and
lack of screening programmes
were  c i ted  a t  the  breakfas t
briefing as contributory factors
to  why cancer  pat ients  in
Ireland are not given the best
chance of surviving cancer.

The Marie  Keat ing
Foundation is  committed to
being there for people and their
families at every step of their
cancer  journey,  providing

informat ion,  educat ion and
support services. 

Speaking to the launch of
the  repor t ,  Marie  Keat ing
Foundation CEO Liz Yeates
said, “Early diagnosis is essen-
tial to improving cancer sur-
vival rates.  Ireland-specific
data is lacking when it comes
to early detection, but we also
know from research in the UK
that the health service could
save mil l ions  in  t rea tment
costs and benefit many more
patients if earlier diagnoses of
cancer are made. 

“Not only does early diagno-
sis of cancer offer increased
chances of curative treatment,
but it also leads to cost savings

for health and social care sys-
tems so it is critical that we
place renewed pressure on the
Government to act on the poli-
cy recommendations outlined
in our Supporting Early Cancer
Detect ion repor t  tha t  wi l l
transform cancer outcomes for
people across Ireland.”

The breakfast briefing was
held  a t  the  Garden View
restaurant at Bord Bia Bloom
2024 in Phoenix Park, where
the Marie Keating Foundation
had a show garden based on
the same theme ‘Early Cancer
Detect ion is  Key’ .  I t  was
designed by award-winning
landscape archi tec t  David
Gallagher.

‘Political priority must be given to
expanding newborn babies screening

programme for rare diseases
Sinn Fein TD John Brady has appealed to both serving Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly,
and Taoiseach and former Minister for Health Simon Harris to put aside the political rhetoric
and act immediately to address the suffering of the 200 plus babies born in Ireland every year
suffering from a rare disease. .

Many babies undiagnosed until their illness manifests itself at a later date, when
much time that could have been spent addressing the illness has been lost. A simple and
inexpensive screening process called the heel-prick test carried out on newborn children
can identify a wide range of rare diseases. Ireland currently carries out less screenings
of newborns for rare diseases than 75% of other European countries.  Austria, Italy,
Portugal and Russia test for a minimum of 30 conditions, while Slovakia, Ukraine,
Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic, Estonia, Germany, Finland, Denmark, Norway,
Netherlands and Sweden screen newborn babies for a minimum of twenty rare diseases.

Deputy Brady said: "For over five years I have been pushing to get the heel-prick
test for newborn babies expanded to the level of European norms. During that time, we
have heard a lot of rhetoric, and have witnessed considerable political posturing from
the government, but have witnessed next to nothing in terms of results. Over the tenure
of two Wicklow Ministers for Health, first Simon Harris, and then Stephen Donnelly,
the Newborn Bloodspot Screening (NBS) heel-prick test has only been expanded to
include one more disease. Taking the total to nine here in Ireland, which is only a frac-
tion of that elsewhere in Europe. In fact, it is less than 75% of European
countries."Some 120 babies born annually are identified with one of the diseases
screened for in the heel-prick tests. In the last five years, one solitary disease has been
added to the Newborn Bloodspot Screening (NBS) heel-prick test, taking it from 8 to
9.  Many European countries screen for a minimum of 30 diseases. Italy tests for 48
conditions." 

John Brady TD. 

Only 4% of teens meeting
dietary guidelines

Although 98% of Irish adolescents consume dairy, a recent report from the Irish
Universities Nutrition Alliance has revealed worryingly low intakes, with only 4% meeting
the recommendations set out by the Department of Health's dietary guidelines. 

On average, teenagers were found to consume
just under 2 servings of dairy per day. However, the
guidelines suggest 5 daily servings from the 'milk,
yogurt and cheese' food group for those aged 9-18
years, due to higher calcium requirements during the
teenage years, with 3 servings recommended for
other age groups.

Speaking at The Nutrition Society Annual
Congress held in Belfast, Lead researcher on the
study, Dr Breige McNulty from University College
Dublin, said "Consuming enough calcium and vita-
min D during the teenage years is critical in helping
our bodies to build strong bones for life. We were
particularly concerned to see such high levels of
inadequate intakes of these key bone nutrients.
These nutrients are particularly important as we lay
down our bone mass, with vitamin D needed to
absorb calcium. It is important that teenagers con-
sume a healthy, balanced diet to support this rapid
phase of growth and development." 

Almost 500 delegates from across the UK and
Ireland attended the Congress earlier this month to

discuss and present the latest research in Nutrition
Science. 

The IUNA National Teens' Nutrition Survey
assessed food and nutrient intakes in 428 teenagers
aged 13-18 years across the Republic of Ireland. A
sub-study was commissioned by the National Dairy
Council to further explore the contribution of the
ëmilk, yogurt and cheeseí food group to the nutri-
tional quality of Irish teenagersí diets. Lead
researcher Emma Kane said "Higher consumers of
dairy had a significantly better-quality diet balanc-
ing all the necessary nutrients whilst having no dif-
ference in their body weight or BMI as compared to
low dairy consuming teenagers.More than half of
those surveyed were found to have inadequate
intakes of calcium with 94% having inadequate vita-
min D intake. 

Intakes of fruit and vegetables were also low in
this age group, while 'top shelf' foods such as 'bis-
cuits, cakes and pastries' and 'sugars, confectionery,
preserves and savoury snacks' accounted for 21% of
calorie intake.
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Martina Byrne and Maura Murphy at the Leinster Fleadh Cheoil in Wicklow Town 

Fired Up!: A celebration of
Irish and Greek ceramics 

Signal Arts Centre, Sunday 11th August 3pm-5pm 

Opening by Liz McManus. Runs until Sunday, 25th August
Following their presentation at St Carthage Cathedral in Lismore, Ireland in May-June 2024 and
Loggos, Paxos in July 2024, eight prominent Irish ceramicists (Isobel Egan, Sinead Fagan, Jane
Jermyn, Ann McBride, Marcus O'Mahony, Eileen Singleton, Kathleen Standen & Bernadette
Tuite) will be exhibiting in the company of their Greek colleagues (Ilias Christopoulos, Mirka
Drapaniotou, Manos Kalamenios,Haroula KoropouliIosifina Kosma, Ifigenia Tsirou, & Giorgos
Vavatsi) in The Courthouse Arts Centre. 

The project for these three exhibitions - bringing together con-
temporary Greek and Irish ceramicists in a dynamic creative dia-
logue - was initiated last summer in an exhibition held in
Paxos for the fifth edition of the annual Irish festival of
Paxos - Irish Wings, 2023: “Irish and Greek Ceramic Art
in Paxos” (Old Schoolhouse, Loggos, 14 July - 8 August
2023). Since 2017 the Irish Wings festival, under the
direction of Kathryn Baird, has brought important Irish
contemporary musicians, poets, writers and artists to
Paxos in events and exhibitions attended every year by
an enthusiastic international audience and by the Irish
Ambassador to Greece.

This is a unique opportunity to discover the variety
in form, texture, colour, technique and expressitivity of
contemporary Irish and Greek ceramics.

Exhibition curated by Chris Boïcos and Jane Jermyn.

Exhibition Opening Hours 
Tuesday to Saturday 10am - 4pm

Sundays 12pm - 4pm

Pat Shortt & Mike
Hanrahan: Songs of Ireland
Whale Theatre, Friday 13th September.

Production by The Short Comedy
Theatre Company

On the back of Pat Shortt and Mike Hanrahan's very well received TV series
“Songs of Ireland “, recently aired on RTE 1. The show sees the pair take a
musical road trip around the island of Ireland combining the richness of Irish
music, culture and the camaraderie of shared stories. Now Pat and Mike have
decided to take a live show throughout a limited number of venues in Ireland.

The show will feature the two musicians taking an eclectic musical tour
through the nation's most beloved songs, putting their own twist on each of
these prolific songs which have survived through the decades.

In some of the most intimate and iconic venues in Ireland, this limited tour is
guaranteed to be a night of good music, chat and laughter.

Rónán Ó Snodaigh & Myles O'Reilly
Mermaid Arts Centre, Saturday 27th July. 8pm. €21 Full Price /

€19 Concession Price. Duration: 1 hour 45 mins approx

Musicians Rónán Ó Snodaigh and Myles O'Reilly's second album The Beautiful Road, a soulful blend of folk, tradi-
tional, and ambient crossover follows the success of their debut album Tá Go Maith, which was warmly received by
Irish audiences after its release in May 2020. 

Rónán and Myles have been showcasing their
unique sound live to an ever-growing fan-base, touring
sold out shows nationwide to enraptured audiences in
February 2024.

In The Beautiful Road the pair set out to create a
soothing listening experience by focusing on higher
frequencies, inspired by the calming effects of nature,
while also seeking to counter the increased levels of
intrusive ambient 'white noise' caused by traffic,
machinery, and other unpredictable sounds arising
from the world's post pandemic return to frenzied
norms.Rónán and Myles' unique sound and devoted
friendship make for a truly magic live show not to be
missed. Rónán Ó Snodaigh and Myles O'Reilly 

Film at Mermaid: 
That They May
Face the Rising
Sun (Cert: 12A)
22nd - 25th July. €10 Full

Price / €8 Concession Price.
English with Open Captions.

Duration: 111 mins
Joe and Kate Ruttledge return from London to

live in a small rural community. They quickly
become close friends with many of the older men
and women living in the area. Over the course of a
year, Joe and Kate grapple with major life decisions,
while also witnessing their neighbours' moments of
joy, disappointment, conflict and loss.

Based on John McGahern's final novel and direct-
ed by acclaimed filmmaker Pat Collins (Song of
Granite), That They May Face The Rising Sun is a
beautifully bittersweet portrait of a very particular
time and place. It's a perfectly-observed slice of life
- full of humour and warmth, while also tenderly
reflecting on the people and traditions that Ireland
has lost.



ARTS 17Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

Tuesday 23rd July 2024

‘Spectre of emigration haunts
the Arts sector in Ireland’

John Brady TD. 

Sinn Fein TD John Brady has called for urgent action to ensure
Ireland's Arts sector is not undermined by financial barriers and the
growing threat of artists emigrating.

His comments came
following the recent
launch of the preliminary
results of Sinn Fein's Arts
Survey, in which over a
thousand artists, arts
workers and people who
enjoy the arts across dif-
ferent art forms answered
questions relating to barri-
ers, facilities, state bodies
and funding.

People across the coun-
try were invited to take
part in the online survey
in English or in Irish
between 6th April and
30th April 2024 as part of
a consultation process

aimed at developing a
more comprehensive poli-
cy for the arts so that the
sector has the best possi-
ble policies in place to
enable it to thrive.

Key findings include
that money is the key bar-
rier to creating, perform-
ing or enjoying art for 4 of
every 5 participants,
almost three quarters are
not satisfied with the arts
facilities and spaces in
their area, and a substan-
tial majority say they or
artists and arts workers
they know are considering
emigrating.

Deputy Brady said:
"There were 1,123 people
who gave their time to
participate in our survey.
These preliminary results
make for stark reading
and should be a wakeup
call for everyone who
wants to see Ireland's Arts
sector flourish and thrive.

"The responses set out
starkly what has been
clear to artists and others
in the Arts sector for some
time now: the housing and
cost of living crises, par-
ticularly in Wicklow, are
significantly hampering
the ability of artists and

arts workers to create and
perform, and the spectre
of emigration is haunting
Irish arts. Meanwhile,
struggling to find an
affordable place in which
to live is compounded by
a lack of affordable spaces
in which to work.

"It was damning that
when our party questioned
Arts Minister Catherine
Martin recently if she had
analysed the impact of the
housing crisis on the arts
or at least spoken with the
Housing Minister about it
over her four years in
office, she had nothing to
say. While the basic
income and increased
funding from the Arts
Council are welcome,

they will not keep a roof
over artists' heads when
the vast majority of artists
and arts workers receive
no state funding whatso-
ever.

"We need action on
housing, we need action
on the cost of living, and
we need a concrete plan to
deliver suitable arts spaces
and cultural infrastructure
to communities up and
down the country. We also
need to take a serious look
at how the arts are sup-
ported nationally, with
one in five identifying
bureaucracy and elitism as
major barriers to art work,
and more respondents
describing their experi-
ence of the Arts Council,

other state bodies funding
the arts, and the basic
income for the arts as
'negative' than 'positive'. A
substantial majority would
rather have the basic
income distributed based
on financial need or merit
than the current random
lottery system.

"The results published
represent the initial, pre-
liminary results and we
will be publishing more
comprehensive findings in
the coming months to dis-
cuss what needs to be
done for the arts. Sinn
Fein is committed to
standing up for artists and
the Arts sector to ensure
that they get the support
they need."

Film at Mermaid: The Iron Claw

Monday 5th August. 7pm. €10 Full Price / €8 Concession Price.
Language: English with Open Captions. Duration: 132mins

Texas, 1979. Former professional wrestler Fritz Von Erich now
owns a wrestling company, and piles pressure on his four surviv-
ing sons - Kevin, David, Kerry and Mike - to become great ath-
letes. Kevin and David are both set for major success in the
wrestling ring. But as their careers blossom, a series of devastating
tragedies leads Kevin to believe his family may be cursed.

Based on the extraordinary true story of the Von Erich wrestling
dynasty, The Iron Claw is a richly-textured family and sporting
drama. Elegantly directed by Sean Durkin (Martha Marcy May
Marlene, The Nest), the film features several exceptional perfor-
mances - with the ensemble cast capturing the highs and lows of
this one family's gruelling emotional odyssey.

Ken Doyle and Simon Murphy at the Leinster Fleadh Cheoil in Wicklow Town. 

Delgany girl wins 'Get
SunSmart!' art competition
The Minister for Public Health, Wellbeing and the National Drugs
Strategy,. Colm Burke TD has announced the winners of the third
annual Get SunSmart! Children's Art Competition.

More than 1,000 entries were received across the four age categories for pre-
school and primary school children. Following shortlisting by a panel, Chloe Forde
from Delgany, was chosen as the overall winner in her pre-school category with
judges commenting that they were `very impressed with her art piece`. Chloe
received an OPW Family Heritage Card, a Dublin Zoo Family Day pass, a National
Book token worth £20 and a Healthy Ireland SunSmart Goodie Bag.

The nationwide competition for pre-school and primary school children is a
Healthy Ireland initiative in collaboration with the Health Service Executive's
National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP) and is designed to educate young
people about the importance of protecting their skin from the sun and reminding
everyone to be SunSmart by following the 5Ss.

The SunSmart 5 Ss are:
• Slip on clothing that covers your skin such as wearing long sleeves, collared t-

shirts.
• Slop on broad-spectrum (UVA/UVB) water resistant sunscreen with a sun pro-

tection factor (SPF) of at least 30+ for adults and 50+ for children, with high UVA
protection. Reapply regularly.

• Slap on a hat with a wide brim: Protect your face, ears and neck.
• Seek shade: Sit in cover of trees to avoid direct sunlight and use a sunshade on

your buggy or pram. Keep babies and children out of direct sunlight. 
• Slide on sunglasses to protect your eyes.
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The 50th anniversary VW Golf

Volkswagen Golf celebrates 50th birthday
the iconic Volkswagen Golf has celebrated its 50th birthday. one of the greatest stories in automotive history began in march 1974 when
Volkswagen began series production of the Golf in Wolfsburg, Germany.

It was a very impor-
tant car for Volkswagen
at the time, as the firm
struggled to produce a
model that could sell on
the scale of the aging
VW Bettle, the world’s
best-sell ing car in i ts
day. The Bettle's robust-
ness, clever and mini-
malist engineering (air
cooling) and use of reli-
able Bosch electrics
appealed to the over 20
million buyers around
the world.  The Bettle

was assembled initially
in Ballsbridge and later
at MDL’s Naas Road fac-
tory for the Irish market
and for many years from
1950 - 1970 it  was
Ireland's best-selling car.

Today, with more than
37 million units sold, the
Golf i tself  has since
become one of the most
successful cars in the
world.

The first  new Golf
models began to arrive in
dealers’ showrooms from

July 1974. It was devel-
oped by Giorgio
Giugiaro and Volks-
wagen Design and had to
live up to lofty expecta-
tions. And it did so in
every way: enjoying phe-
nomenal success,  the
Golf quickly became a
household name and a
member of the family
due to its reliability and
versatility.

To celebrate this 50th
anniversary, Volkswagen

has welcomed the new
updated Golf, with prices
starting from €32,680 in
Ireland. In addition, a
brand-new, limited, ann-
iversary edit ion trim,
‘Edition 50’, has been
added to the line-up.

Starting from €37,500,
the ‘Edition 50’ trim
comes with a host of new
features that commemo-
rate the Golf ’s golden
anniversary. ‘Edition 50’
models, which are limited

in number, include a 3D-
Plakette 50-year logo on
the B-pillar, scuff plates
with an ‘Edition 50’ year
logo, leather-wrapped
multi-function steering
wheel with 50-year logo,
18-inch alloy wheels and
a large, 12.9-inch touch-
screen Navigation sys-
tem.

Speaking on the 50-
year anniversary of the
Golf, Alan Bateson, direc-
tor of Volkswagen Ireland

said: “We are very proud
of the Golfís legacy in
Ireland and the fact it has
played such a pivotal role
in Irish family life over
many generations, offer-
ing reliability and versa-
tility for our customers.

“We look forward to
marking this milestone
with a carefully crafted
marketing campaign to
celebrate 50 years of Golf
in Ireland and welcome
the addition of a special,
limited ‘Edition 50’ trim
that is sure to be a hit
with customers.”

Dina Rizo at the Wicklow RNLI Open Day at Wicklow Harbour. 

New ‘Big Belly bins’
installed in Greystones

Municipal District 
cllr stephen stokes has welcomed the installation of new Bigbelly bins in the Greystones
municipal District. cllr stokes had proposed at a District council meeting that six new
Bigbelly bins be purchased from the councillors discretionary fund. each Bigbelly bin is 
valued at around €5000 each. 

However there is a discount for buying bins in bulk.
Cllr Stokes stated: "To keep our streets and country-
side clean, we must tackle litter. As such I am delight-
ed to see these bins rolled out. The installation of addi-
tional Bigbelly bins across the district, marks a signifi-
cant step towards improved waste management and
environmental sustainability. They can collect and
compact up to five times a normal bin."

The new Bigbelly bins are being placed in Delgany,
Greystones, Kilcoole and Newcastle. Bigbelly Bins
are advanced, solar-powered waste stations designed
to optimise waste collection and reduce the environ-
mental footprint. Cllr Stephen Stokes added: "The
allocation of extra Bigbelly bins is a pivotal move
towards making the Greystones Municipal District a
cleaner and greener area. When fewer collections are
required, it reduces operational costs, and lowers the
carbon footprint." 

The initiative is also aimed at promoting responsi-
ble waste disposal and recycling practices among resi-
dents. Residents are encouraged to take advantage of
these new bins. This follows on from the recent Gum
Litter Roadshow hosted in the Burnaby Park,
Greystones. Cllr Stephen Stokes believes that the
Greystones Municipal District should also pursue a
recycling centre for the district. 

Cllr Stokes concluded: ìBy investing around
€30,000 into these new bins, it is a vote of confidence
for waste management. This innovative technology not
only enhances the efficiency of our waste management
system but also aligns with our sustainability goals. I
am committed to creating a healthier environment for
our residents and future generations.”

Cllr Stephen Stokes with one of the new bins in
Delgany. 

ApplicAtion to WickloW county
council for A WAste fAcility permit

Notice is herby given in accordance with articles 7 and

8 of the waste management (facility and registration)

regulations 2007 – 2015 as amended; that Sturdy

Products Limited intends to apply for a Waste Facility

Permit at, Blessington Industrial Estate, Blessington,

Co. Wicklow to recycle end of life plastic products.

The class of activity in accordance with the third and

fourth schedule of the act is as follows, principal 

activity r5 recycling/reclamation of other 

inorganic materials,  r13 storage of waste pending

collection, class 10 the recovery of waste. The

application for a waste facility permit will be made to

Wicklow County Council within 10 working days of

the date of this notice.A copy of the application for the

waste facility permit will as soon as practicable after

receipt by Wicklow County Council, be available 

for inspection or purchase at the waste management

section, Wicklow County Council, County Buildings,

Station Road, Whitegates, Wicklow Town, during

office hours (Monday-Friday: 9:00am to 5:00pm)

We, Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Douglas
& Angela Evans seek
Permission for a proposed
extension to the rear with
solar panels & rooflights,
refurbishment of the existing
side & rear extension, 
proposed loft conversion with
dormer roofs, windows &
rooflights and all associated
site works at Mountainview,
Friars Hill, Wicklow Town, Co.
Wicklow A67 AW25.
The planning application may
be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the
reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of Wicklow
County Council, County
Buildings, Wicklow during its
public opening hours and a
submission or observation in
relation to the application
may be made to the authority
in writing on payment of the
prescribed fee within the
period of 5 weeks beginning
on the date of receipt by the
authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

Ian Barton intends to apply 
for retention permission for
development at 11 Dromont,
Kindlestown Upper, Delgany,
CO. Wicklow – A63 A977. 
The development will consist
of; · Retention permission is
sought for:- (a) Front Porch
Extension; (b) Plan layout and
elevational changes along with
increase in footprint. 
The planning application may
be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a
copy, at the offices of the 
planning authority, at Wicklow
County Council, County
Buildings, Whitegates, Wicklow
Town during its public opening
hours. The planning application
may also be viewed online 
at www.wicklow.ie, under
planning online enquires. 
A submission or observation 
in relation to the application
may be made in writing to the
planning authority on payment
of the prescribed fee within the
period of 5 weeks beginning on
the date of receipt by the
authority of the planning 
application. The planning
authority may grant permission
subject to or without conditions
or may refuse to grant 
permission.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

By Martin McCarthy 
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‘Food from Our Farms’
back on the menu at

the 2024 Tinahely Show 
The food Tent is one of the main attractions at the Annual Tinahely Agricultural Show which
takes place on Monday, August 5th this year.

Organisers said “We
hope to welcome a
record number of
exhibitors who come
mainly from County
Wicklow and are dedi-
cated to producing food

to the highest standard.
There is,  as always, a
great variety of tasty
gourmet foods and added
to these this year we
have Ki Ki Doughnuts
with freshly made
doughnuts which are
cooked on site for the
Show goers. 

“We also hope to have
Philip Tallon of Lacys-
town Apple Farm. He has
a small orchard and his
juices are made from
chemically free grown
apple which give the
juice a delicious and dis-
t inctive flavour.  This
year we have Kinsale
Mead which we look for-

ward to welcoming to 
the Tent also.  Many
exhibitors will be doing
tastings and are delighted
to give advice on prepa-
ration and cooking meth-
ods.

“The beekeeper with
his hive of bees always
draws a crowd of people,
young and old. The IFA
Stand is a very important
aspect of this Tent where
people can get advice
and help with every
problem. This year the
emphasis will  be on
social farming and there
will be advisors in the
tent to discuss all aspects
of this with people.

“The IFA Farm Safety
Competition, is held each
year in the Tent and we
want to acknowledge the
valuable prizes spon-
sored by M.A. Healy &
Sons Ltd and also the
sponsorship received
from FBD lnsurances.
The Judging takes place
during the morning with
the Presentation of Cups
and Plaques in the early
afternoon. 

“There is much to see
and do this year at the
Tinahely Show and a
visit to The Food from
Our Farms Tent is  
definitely not to be
missed.” The team behind the Food From Our Farms exhibit at the Tinahely Agricultiural Show 

Grant awarded to Old Dublin Society
The Old Dublin Society is delighted to share some good news with everyone who has an interest in local history and heritage in Ireland. The Heritage Council has
agreed to award a grant, under the Community grant Scheme, towards the cost of cataloguing a collection of c.700 books. This enables them to be made widely avail-
able for reference by historians, students and everyone who is interested in finding out more about an aspect of their heritage and surroundings. 

The Old Dublin
Society was founded in
1934 - the first local his-

tory society in Dublin -
to promote the study of
history and archaeology,
particularly relating to
the City and County of
Dublin. One of its princi-
pal objects has been to
assemble a collection of
books, documents and
other records which have
a historical interest. For
many years the Society
was based in the former
City Assembly House in
South William St. - many
of you will remember the
Civic Museum there,
which was a joint ven-
ture with Dublin
Corporation.

In a statement, the Old
Dublin Sociaety said
“The City Assembly
House had become struc-
turally unsound by the
early 2000s; the Civic
Museum was closed and
the Old Dublin Society
had to make new arrange-
ments. The Royal Dublin
Society agreed to house
the library collection and
the catalogue was
upgraded to international
professional standards.

“In the intervening
years, donations of suit-
able books have been
accepted from members
of Old Dublin Society

and, in 2020, a very sub-
stantial donation was
accepted from one partic-
ular donor.  

Work has now started
on the cataloguing of all
these donations and the
creation of an integrated
catalogue of about 1,500
books.

“This catalogue will
be completed and made
available online by
autumn 2024, enabling
them to be within reach
of everyone. The result
will be a unique collec-
tion of books mainly
relating to the history
and heritage of Dublin -

all in one catalogue and
under one roof i.e. The
Old Dublin Society
Collection, housed in
Royal Dublin Society
library. 

“Access to the
Collection will be avail-
able to everyone through
the RDS Library &
Archive catalogue which
is freely available to the
public via the RDS web-
site https://library.rds.ie
or through a link in the
Library & Archive sec-
tion of https:/ /old-
dublinsociety.ie/

“The Old Dublin
Society is  extremely

grateful to the Heritage
Council for this funding
award. The  Old Dublin

Society will announce
when the work has been
finalised.”

Cataloguing Society’s collection is good news for anyone with an interest in local history 

From 

€49
Call Richard: 087 348 8516  
www.obriensroofingandguttering.ie

From 

€199
Gutters
Cleaned
& Sealed

Roof
Repairs

REASONABLE RATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

Ciaran: 087 191 5480      Shane: 087 605 6326

info@elegantbathrooms.ie

Your dream space comes to reality

www.elegantbathrooms.ie
Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow

Check out our

Facebook page

Huge selection of Carpet, Timber
& Vinyl Flooring on display at
our extensive showrooms at 
the Egan Centre, Dargle Rd, 
Bray, Co. Wicklow

floors and Carpets Directfloors and Carpets Direct

Floors & Carpets Direct, The Egan Centre, Bray, Co. Wicklow
Tel: 01 276 5586|Caroline: 087 121 1639|Tom: 086 809 2065

FREE ESTIMATES • FREE MEASURING 
NO OBLIGATION • BEST PRICES

NO. 1 FOR ROOF
REPAIRS IN WICKLOW

085 730 5786
0404 71034
info@aceroofing.ie
www.aceroofing.ie

Call now for free no obligation 
quote.  We won’t be beaten  
on price or on the quality.
Guarantee on all work .
Free advice and no  
obligation quotation.
Open 7 days a week, and 
emergency call out available.

4 Main St., Arklow T: 040232356.  Open 9.30am-6pm 

www.mcmullansarklow.com

SUMMER
SALE
PLEASE CHECK IN STOREHALF PRICEUP TO

ALL WICKLOW COVERED & WEXFORD
• Roof Repairs • New Roofs • Torch on Felting
• Roof Cleaning & Gutter Cleaning• Property Maintenance
• Guttering/Repairs/Replacments • UPVC Repairs/Replacments
• Leadwork & Chimney Repairs • Valley Repairs & Replacements

Email: onpointroofingandguttering@gmail.com
www.onpointroofingandguttering@gmail.com

Tel: 0402 45045 Mobile: 085 7310407 / 085 1322477

On POInT
ROOfIng & gUTTERIng

FREE
QUOTES

TOP QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

FULLY 
INSURED

Tel: 087 610 9128

AnTO’S TREE
SERvICES
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 
• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600

THE

MIRACULOUS

PRAYER 

Dear Heart of Jesus in the

past I have asked for many

favours. This time I ask 

you this very special one.

(Mention request) Take it,

dear Heart of Jesus and

place it within your broken

Heart where your Father

sees it. Then, in his merciful

eyes it will become 

your favour not mine. St

Anthony and St Jude,

helper of the hopeless, aid

me in my distress. Amen.

Say this prayer for three

days. Promise publication

and favour will be granted.

Never known to fail.  Thank

You.                   B.H.



Storm Power Recliner 

3 Seater sofa

WAS €1795 

NOW

€1445
Zephyr Corner Sofa

WAS €3895 
NOW€2495

Cloud Powered 

Recliner 2 S
eater

WAS €1945

NOW

€1545
Liza Chair

WAS €765

NOW

€645
Ask about our

Interest free credit

available with

T&Cs apply

Zephyr Swivel Chair

WAS €715 
NOW€435


