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DELIVERED TO HOMES & BUSINESSES IN: SHANKILL, ENNISKERRY, BRAY, GREYSTONES, DELGANY, KILCOOLE, NEWCASTLE, KILQUADE, ASHFORD, KILPEDDER, NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY, KILMACANOGUE, LARAGH, MONEYSTOWN, ROUNDWOOD,
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WE DELIVER! - for 34 years

Several nursing homes in County Wicklow met with TDs and
Senators in Leinster House recently to outline the severe 
funding crisis facing the private and voluntary nursing home
sector.   

Representatives from
Asgard Lodge Nursing
Home, Knockrobin Hill
Care Home, Atlanta
Nursing Home, and
from Cairnhill nursing
home in Bray, were part
of the Nursing Homes
Ireland delegation which
presented politicians
with the findings of an
independent PwC report
into the funding crisis
which has already seen

the closure of 31 nursing
homes and 915 beds in
the past three years. This
includes two nursing
homes in County
Wicklow during that
period.  The PwC report,
commissioned by Nurs-
ing Homes Ireland,
shows that nursing
home closures are
increasing rapidly des-
pite their role becoming
increasingly pivotal in

the Irish healthcare sys-
tem. The report also out-
lines a number of rec-
ommendations to solve
the crisis, including
increased State funding
for nursing homes and
basing Fair Deal Rates
on residents' individual
needs.  Representatives
from nursing homes
urged politicians to take
immediate action and
implement the report's

recommendations to
prevent further nursing
home closures. In the
immediate term, the
report recommends the
provision of the neces-
sary funding to the
National Treatment
Purchase Fund to enable
them to prevent further
nursing home closures
and to ensure that no
more residents lose what
is their home.   In the
longer term, the report
recommends reform of
the Fair Deal Pricing
mechanism to enable
Fair Deal Rates to be
based on resource allo-
cation and resident's
individual care needs.
Alongside this is
required engagement
planning between stake-
holders to ensure future
bed capacity for
Ireland's ageing popula-
tion, PwC recommend.
Tadhg Daly, CEO of
Nursing Homes Ireland
said: "The funding crisis
for nursing homes is
extremely serious in

Wicklow, as it is across
the country. Unless we
see the Government tak-
ing urgent action on this
and follow the recom-
mendations in the PwC
report, it is certain that
we will see further nurs-
ing home closures.
"This will result in
elderly residents being
forced to move out of
their communities and
away from their fami-
lies. It will also result in
greater pressure on our
healthcare system as
nursing homes facilitate
the discharge of older
persons from acute hos-
pital settings either
through long term resi-
dential care or step
down rehabilitation,
which frees up acute bed
capacity.  "Private and
Voluntary nursing
homes are facing unsus-
tainable pressure which
will have dire conse-
quences for Ireland's
ageing population. In
the absence of immedi-
ate action, closures will

Kamilla Molchanova, Alannah Ni Cheallaight, Holly Carey, Kayla Williams, Sophia Corcoran,

Nina Schmidt, Grace Ryan and Ciara Ni heallaiagh from St. Saviour's National School, Rathdrum,

are pictured with their bushcraft boxes which won them the Class of the Year Award in the Junior

Entrepreneur Programme. See more, page 11

persist. More than 20
nursing homes have
closed since the start of

last year, due to rapidly
rising costs and a variety
of challenges including

recruitment and increas-
ingly complex resident
profiles."  
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Two nursing homes have closed in 
Wicklow in the past three years  

• Babies • Toddlers • Montessori • Breakfast & Afterschool
Club • Large Enclosed Gardens • TUSLA Approved 

& Insured • Trained & Caring Staff

Only availability E.C.C.E places for Sept ‘23
Charlesland Park, Charlesland Nursery,

Orahova Montessori, Shoreline,

Greystones

Contact Rita Byrne:
01 287 0719 / 086 864 4145

E: info@charleslandmontessori.com

Est over 25 years

Ages1 year
to 12 Years

W I N D O W S  • D O O R S  • S E C U R I T Y
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

www.kkwindows.ie
No Middle Man - We Sell, Manufacture & Install

K&K Windows Ltd., Craanford, Gorey. Co. Wexford. Y25 N2T7

Phone: 053 9383252  Email: info@kkwindows.ie

Freephone: 1800 250 260

Contact us now for a free, no obligation
quote. Visit our showroom or check 
us out on line

NURSING HOMES FUNDING CRISIS   
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Cara Theobald and Tess Mitchell at the St. Patrick's GAA Fun Day 

Redcross Summer Fete

The Redcross Summer Fete for 2023 will take
place in the grounds of Redcross Church, Redcross
village (Eircode A67 KX04), on Saturday 1st July
from 2-4 pm. There will be Afternoon Teas &
Cakes, Pancakes, Home Baking, Plants & Garden
Produce, Toys, Books, Pre Loved Fashion and
Fashion Accessories, Games & Raffle Prizes.  

Free Entry & Parking and all funds raised go
towards Parish Funds. It's going to be a great family
event and all are welcome. More information on
Redcross Church facebook page and www.redcross-
church.ie.

Casting teens for new series 

Macalla, a television production company in
Dublin are currently producing a new tv series for
RTE. They are looking for outgoing, chatty 12-15
year old teenage boys to take part in a two-week
summer camp at the end of August. They are look-
ing to cast predominantly in the Dublin/ Wicklow
area.

Permission from a paret/guardian is required.
Applicants must be available for the last two weeks
of August. If you are interested have your
parent/guaredian send in your video of you talking
about yourself and why you would like to take part.
Send to castingmacalla@gmail.com 

Bray Beach BBQ

Get ready to indulge in a sizzling celebration of
sun, sand, and mouth-watering food this summer as

the Beach BBQ Festival makes its return to Bray's
spectacular seafront on Saturday, July 22nd and
Sunday, July 23rd, 2023. This family-friendly
scorcher is set to be the ultimate summer party,
offering an incredible selection of activities
including a funfair, demos, games, DJ sets, mouth-
watering BBQ & food trucks.

The festival promises an unforgettable taste
experience combined with a vibrant outdoor party
atmosphere. From 11am daily, a top-notch line-up
of vendors will fire up their grills, serving up a
delectable array of BBQ meats including burgers,
sausages, kebabs, wings, veggie and vegan dishes
with sauces and sides that will tantalise your taste
buds.

Best of all, admission is completely free, making
it an accessible and enjoyable experience for
everyone. No tickets are required, so gather your
mates or family and head over to Bray for the ulti-
mate summer party. For more information, please
visit the official festival website at beachbbqfesti-
val.com

Walking Festival

Follow me up to Carlow may be an old marching
tune associated with times past, but the title is
very apt today as it is the call being issued by
Carlow Tourism to walkers of all standards as it
announces details of the Summer Walking Festival
2023. With a selection of over 14 walks to choose
from, and ranked in order of their difficulty and
duration, this festival, which takes place from
Friday 7 th July to Sunday 9th July 2023 is all-
encompassing. For further information on the
walks, starting points and rules of participation
and to book into the walks, log onto www.carlow-
tourism.com/walkingfestival or phone 059-
9130411

Sunbeam House
Services go ‘WILD’

Sophie O'Connell selling cakes with a smile

“We aim to empower people with the necessary
skills to live full and satisfying lives as equal citizens
of their local communities. The Student Learning
Centre (SLC) in Bray are a day service for young
adults who are aged 18-25 years old, and just like all
young adults would love nothing more than the oppor-
tunity to go experience a fun filled festival. The staff
and students are so excited to announce that they are
putting on their first EVER music festival 'WILD' tak-
ing place in August.

“To help rise funds for the event SLC ran a cake
sale. We were overwhelmed with the donations of
cakes and spot prizes we received from student's fami-
lies and local businesses; we would like to thank all
involved. We raised over a €1,000. 

“We have an amazing list of musicians from our
slot on East Coast Radio and had many donations of
items we need to make it a success. We are looking for
some food Vendors to trade on the day, and we require
some technical equipment like generators, speakers,
lighting, outdoor chairs, bunting etc.  If anyone can
help support us with this, we would very much appre-
ciate it. You can contact Niamh on 086 1429551.” 

Sunbeam House Services provides a range of
supports to adults with intellectual 
disabilities.

New awareness campaign to increase
visibility of National Housing
Strategy for Disabled People

is published by 
Wicklow Times, First Floor, The Boulevard, Quinsborough

Road, Bray. A98 R6D7. Tel: 01-2869111

Contacts: 

Shay Fitzmaurice, Managing Editor - shay@localtimes.ie

Ian Colgan, News Editor - ian@localtimes.ie

Sales/General Enquiries, info@localtimes.ie
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The Implementation Plan for the National
Housing Strategy for Disabled People 2022 -
2027 was launched last week by Minister of
State for Local Government and Planning,
Kieran O'Donnell, TD, and the Minister of
State with responsibility for Disability, Anne
Rabbitte, TD. 

The Plan will deliver on
the primary objective of
the National Housing
Strategy for Disabled
People 2022 - 2027, which
is to facilitate disabled
people to live indepen-
dently with the appropriate
choices and control over
where, how and with
whom they live, promot-
ing their inclusion in the
community.

An awareness cam-
paign on the Strategy and
the Implementation Plan
was also launched.  The
purpose of the campaign is
to promote the Strategy
and its Implementation
Plan locally and nationally
with stakeholders, the gen-
eral public, and throughout
the disability sector
through various platforms. 

The campaign will
ensure the housing needs
of disabled people are
afforded a high level of
visibility at local and
national level in accor-
dance with the United
Nations Convention on the
Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD)
principles.  

The campaign will fea-
ture adverts in regional
newspapers and news
sites, the sharing of videos
of disabled people on their
views of the Strategy
across online platforms,
poster campaigns on pub-
lic transport and in train
stations. It is expected that
the local Housing and
Disability Steering groups

in each county in Ireland
will build on the national
campaign and undertake
awareness raising activi-
ties in their areas.  The
awareness campaign will
be ongoing and run for the
lifetime of the Strategy.

Welcoming the launch
of the Implementation
Plan and the awareness
campaign, Bob Jordan,
Chief Executive Officer of
The Housing Agency, said
"This implementation plan
aims to provide real sus-
tainable housing solutions
for disabled people living
in Wicklow, and for deliv-

ery to be done in a coordi-
nated and collaborative
way. Furthermore, the
awareness campaign that is
being launched today is an
opportunity to raise aware-
ness with disabled people,
families, the general public
and others on the National
Housing Strategy for

Disabled People and 
the emphasis it places on
disabled people being 
supported to live indepen-
dently and be included in 
the community, in line
with the United Nations
Convention on the Rights
of Persons with
Disabilities." 

Tel: 286 5057 Fax: 201 4335 www.acmeblinds.com
email: bray@acmeblinds.com  

*12 Month Guarantee on ALL Blinds* 

BRAY
Vevay Rd, Bray

• Free Fitting
• Free Measuring 

Service 
• Free In Home 

Advice & Design 
Service 

• No Obligation 
Quote
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Jacqueline and Ronan Jr Carroll at the 15th annual Open Door mid-summer lunch in the Open
Door Centre on Vevay Road, Bray. 

Wicklow’s school 
accommodation crisis 
Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore and Sinn Fein TD John Brady have spoken out on
the accommodation issues being faced by Temple Carrig School in Greystones and Blessington
Community College. 

"Deputy Whitmore TD
expressed her frustration
with the Department of
Education regarding the
delivery of temporary
accommodation for
Temple Carrig Secondary
School. Temple Carrig
School have been work-
ing with the Department
on this application for
one year,  and there is
still no timeframe being
given for its installation,
or if it will be available
in time for the start of the
school year.  Deputy
Whitmore raised this
issue in the Dail  last
Wednesday with the
Junior Minister for
Education. 

Deputy Whitmore
said: "The response from
the Minster today was
woefully inadequate.
Temple Carrig School
requires additional class-
rooms in order to accom-
modate all the students
enrolled from September
2023. I submitted this
Topical issue in order to
get a meaningful update
for the school, and all the
Minister could provide
was a summary of the
work the school has done
to get to this place. 

"In order to accommo-
date the new intake for
September 2023, Temple
Carrig Greystones need
this temporary accommo-
dation in place.  They
have worked with the
Department of Education
for over a year to get this
organised, and even still,
the Department has not
done so. We are not talk-
ing about a new build
here,  i t  is  simply the
relocation of four prefabs
from another school. It is
unbelievable that the
Department cannot deliv-

er this in a timely fash-
ion.

"I pressed the Minister
and asked if he would
commit to making sure
this school would have
the rooms it needs for its
student population by
September, classes that
the Department them-
selves have asked the
school to take. He could
give no such commit-
ment and now the school
is heading into the sum-
mer period in a state of
limbo. 

"The Department has
identified suitable modu-
lar accommodation to be
relocated to Temple
Carrig Secondary.
However, the Minister
could not say if  this
would be moved to the
school before September,
saying only that it would
be done at some point in
the 2023/24 academic
year.  I t  is  completely
unfair to leave a school
in the lurch l ike this.
Classrooms are the most
basic of accommodation
needs for a school and
the fact that the Minister
thinks it is acceptable to
leave schools with uncer-
tainty about their class
sizes for next year is just
galling.”

Deputy Whitmore also
expressed her frustration
Blessington Community
College sti l l  does not
have any certainty as to
whether their temporary
student accommodation,
needed for September
2023, will be in place in
time. She raised the issue
of the accommodation
application made by the
school in the Dail with
the Junior Minister for
Education during a topi-
cal issue debate. 

Deputy Whitmore
said: “The response from
the Minster, on behalf of
Minster Foley, was woe-
fully inadequate.
Blessington Community
College has applied for
four existing prefab
buildings to be replaced
which were in poor con-
dition, and also for two
further general  class-
rooms in order to accom-
modate all the students
enrolled from September
2023. I submitted this
Topical issue in order to
get a meaningful update
for the school, and the
response from the
Minister was totally
inadequate. 

“Minister Byrne told
me that 'it is a matter for
schools to progress these
projects ' .  Blessington
Community College has
been going through the
process for this project
for months now, follow-
ing all the required steps
as laid out by the depart-
ment, and yet still they
have not been given clar-
ity if they have gotten
the classrooms they
need. I  pressed the
Minister and asked if he
would commit to making
sure this school would
have the rooms it needs
for its student population
by September. He could
give no such commit-
ment and now the school
is heading into the sum-
mer period in a state of
limbo. 

“Parents and teachers
have been talking to us
about the urgent need for
these additional class-
rooms since last
February. We are now
nine weeks away from
the start  of the new
school year and there is

still  uncertainty about
whether there will  be
enough classrooms to
accommodate all of this
year's students. 

“Classrooms are the
most basic of accommo-
dation needs for a school
and the fact that the
Minister thinks it  is
acceptable to leave
schools with uncertainty
about their class sizes for
next year is just galling. 

“The lack of clarity
about when these addi-
tional classrooms will
arrive is causing a huge
amount of stress for par-
ents, students, teachers
and school staff and is
hanging over their sum-
mer break like a dark
cloud. Our community
has been really let down
by this situation and it is
very frustrating to yet
again hear from the
Department that there is
no set date for the deliv-
ery and completion of
these much needed class-
rooms,” commented
Deirdre McCormack,
Social Democrat Local
Area Representative for
West Wicklow.

Addressing the issue,
Deputy Brady said
“There is an ongoing cri-
sis in parts of Wicklow in
relation to school places.
Earlier this week I once
again wrote to Minister
Norma Foley in relation
to progress to date
regarding the provision
of additional temporary
classroom accommoda-
tion for Blessington
Community School, and
Temple Carrig Secondary
School in Greystones. 

"Despite the fact that I
had received notice from
the Minister in
November last year that

her department had
approved interim accom-
modation, concern
remains that the class-
rooms will  not be in
place in t ime for
September.

"Excuses have been
proffered in relation to

timelines involved with
the movement of tempo-
rary prefab classroom
accommodation from
North County Dublin.
This is unacceptable.
Schools are putting in
place emergency provi-
sions for September,

which could see the
introduction of a four-
day week for pupils in an
attempt to stagger atten-
dances and could possi-
bly be forced to reintro-
duce remote teaching. We
need to see a commit-
ment by the Minister that

the provision of the tem-
porary classrooms will be
accelerated to ensure that
they will be in place by
September. That pupils
and staff would be forced
to endure continued dis-
ruption and delays in
totally unacceptable."



Tuesday 27th June 2023Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

4 NEWS

St. Francis NS begins fundraising for Will’s Playground 

Staff and pupils of St Francis NS, with Hozier and the family of Will Leeson, turning the sod on Will’s Playground. 

Hozier and Steven Matthews TD at St. Francis National School, 
supporting the fundraising campaign Hozier greeting pupils from St. Francis National School  

Hozier with Will Leeson's parents Julie and Andrew and sister Emily at the
turning of the sod for Will's Playground   

Famous musician and Newcastle resident Andrew John Hozier-Byrne (Hozier) has lent his support to local St. Francis
National School in its fundraising campaign for a new playground.

Will's Playground is to
be built in memory of Will
Leeson, a pupil of the
school who sadly died in
October 2021 when he
was just 8 years old. The
school is hoping to raise
€65,000 towards building
the playground, which will
be an enduring legacy in
his memory. 

Hozier attended a cere-
mony at the shool last
week, along with Will's
parents Andrew and Julie
and sister Emily, to turn
the sod on the new play-
ground. 

TDs Steven Matthews
and Jennifer Whitmore,
and Cllr Tom Fortune
were also in attendance, as
well as members of the
Gardai and Revd Ross
Styles.  

“We are planning to
build a playground at St.
Francis School where he
enjoyed his time with his
friends and his something
we know he would have
loved. A space where chil-

dren can laugh and play
together the way they
should,” the school says. 

“Will was a happy and
playful child always 
looking for the entertain-
ment value in every situa-
tion and he was never hap-
pier than when surrounded
by his school friends,
clowning around and
building a place of collec-
tive imagination. His
friends and the saucceed-
ing children at the school
will have a place to exer-
cise, play together and
enjoy.” 

In his remarks, Revd
Ross described Will 
as  both a sepcial mem-
berof the school and a 
special member of the
community. 

Will’s father Andrew
also said a few words,
thanking the local 
community for their 
support during the difficult
time for the family since
Will’s passing.  

The pupils treated

Hozier to a rendition of 
the gospel song ‘This Little
Light of Mine’, on what
was an uplifting occasion
for the local community. 

So far approximately
€7,000 has been raised. 

Will died suddenly and

unexpectedly on 15th
October 2021. He was a
much loved and active
member of the local com-
munity, and played for the
U9 team at Newcastle
Juvenile GAA Club since
the age of 4.  

A candle-lit vigil was
held after Will’s passing
which was attended by
many people from the
local community and
beyond. To donate, see
idonate . ie / fundraiser /
willsplayground. 

Will Leeson 

Rory P. Benville B.C.L. 
Brian Robinson B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

State Solicitor
Eilish Bradshaw B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Riverview House
Seapoint Road,
Bray, Co. Wicklow

Personal Injury Lawyers*
Medical Negligence* Catastrophic Injuries*
Workplace Accidents* Road Traffic Accidents*

Trips and Falls*
For professional, confidential and expert legal advice regarding
Personal Injuries suffered, please do not hesitate to contact 

Brian Robinson or Clare-Ann Temple.

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

Tel: 01 276 1330  Fax: 01 276 1336
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie
E-mail: info@benvillerobinson.ie 
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Flynn-Kennedy elected Cathaoirleach 

Cllr Aoife Flynn-Kennedy (centre), with outgoing Cathaoirleach Cllr Tommy Annesley and Chief
Executive of Wicklow County Council Emer O’Gorman 

Fine Gael councillor Aoife Flynn-Kennedy
has been elected the new Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County Council for the next 12
months.

Cathaoirleach Aoife Flynn-Kennedy with her family 

Cllr Aoife Flynn-Kennedy 

The annual election
for the positions 
of Cathaoirleach and 
Leas Cathaoirleach for
Wicklow County Coun-
cil took place at the
Annual Meeting held on
Monday 19th June at
County Buildings. 

In her acceptance
speech, Cllr Aoife Flynn-
Kennedy, stated: "I'd like
to thank the Elected
Members for their sup-
port in electing me to the
position of Cathaoirleach
for the coming year. It is
an honour and a privi-

lege to represent the
County and humbling to
be elected to this role. I
will work hard over the
coming 12 months to
represent the elected
members of this Council
and the people of County
Wicklow to ensure
Wicklow as a county
continues to develop and
reach its potential.” 

Cllr Gail Dunne was
elected as Leas-
Cathaoirleach for Wick-
low County Coun-cil. He
said: "I am honoured to
be elected Leas-
Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County
Council and I thank my
colleagues for nominat-
ing me to this role."

Chief Executive, Emer
O Gorman, joined with
the elected members in
congratulating Cllr
Flynn-Kennedy and Cllr
Dunne on their appoint-
ments and pledged her
support and the support
of the Senior 

Management Team
and staff of the Council
saying “we are commit-
ted to working with you
both and the all of the
elected members of this
Council over the coming
12 months  in serving the
communities of County
Wicklow."

Cllr Flynn-Kennedy
was nominated for the

role byCllr Irene Winters,
and the nomination was
seconded by Cllr Dunne. 

Councillors also paid
tribute to outgoing
Cathaoilreach Tommy
Annesley for his work
and achievements during
his time in the role over
the last year, despite dif-

ficult personal circum-
stances which included a
bereavement in his fami-
ly and significant eye-
sight problems which
required an operation.
Councillors praised the
sense of homour which
he brought to the role,
with which he was able

to diffuse  some heated
debates. 

New Cathaoirleach
Flynn-Kennedy said,
“Tommy has continuous-
ly shown commitment to
the role and the county.
It's highly unlikely I'll be
bringing the same level
of humour but if I can

live up to the standards
he set I'll be very happy.
Life has thrown me a few
challenges, I  never
dreamed I 'd be sitting
here representing my
community, I  never
thought I'd be sitting in
this chair. It’s very hum-
bling and an honour.” 

CURRENT VACANCIES
• Social Care Workers • Care Assistants • Day Service Facilitators • Staff Nurses

Newcastle, Greystones, Co. Wicklow

DO YOU WANT TO WORK IN WICKLOW?
Please come join us for our

RECRUITMENT OPEN DAY
On the day you will get to meet our dedicated team and learn about the exciting and rewarding career opportunities we have along with the many
benefits we provide. You can also learn about the valuable work we do at St. Catherine’s supporting Children and Young Adults in our Residential,
Respite and Adult Day Services within the Wicklow area.  We hope you can join us and would love to meet you on the day.

For further information and to register your interest:
Please email recruitment@stcatherines.ie or call Laurissa O’Toole on 085 8701164 for details.

Please visit www.stcatherines.ie or follow us on Facebook/Instagram/Linkedin

Wednesday 
28th June 2023
Parkview Hotel,

Newtownmountkennedy, 
Co. Wicklow
1.00pm to
8.00 pm
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Danica Tingzon celebrating Criunniu na nOg in Rathdrum. 

Installation of bus shelter in
Kilmacanogue welcomed

Sinn Fein TD John Brady has welcomed the news that the long-awaited bus shelter at the bus stop 4533 in
Kilmacanogue has been installed following a series of delays over the years, including the most recent in relation to a
breakdown in negotiations between the NTA and the preferred civil contractor.

Deputy Brady said: "I
am delighted that the bus
shelter at the bus stop in
Kilmacanogue has final-
ly been installed. This is
a project  I  was f irs t
involved with as far back
as my t ime on Bray
Town Council.

"At the time I was told
that it would not be pos-
sible to put a bus shelter
there for safety reasons
due to the bank directly
behind where the bus
stop was situated.

"Over the years since
then we have had to
counter objections and
delays from the NTA.
But, despite all of the
setbacks the bus shelter
is now in place. I have
been working with
Wicklow County coun-
cil, the NTA, Dublin Bus
and Bus Eireann on the
issue for many years to
in an effort to secure the
installation of the shelter
at the bus stop. 

In Apri l  2022 I

secured agreement from
the NTA for the provi-
sion of the bus shelter.
Which was scheduled to
be completed last sum-
mer, or early Autumn at
the latest. In the interim
there were delays due to
the withdrawal of  the
preferred contractor from
the scheme, and the NTA
was forced to source
another contractor.

"This is an important
development for  the
local  community who
use the bus stop here.
This is not just a matter
of being able to shelter
from the wind and rain,
but it will also provide a
degree of safety for bus
users, who would have
previously had to wait by
the side of the road.

"Large numbers of
school children use this
bus stop to get the bus
into Bray or further. I've
spoken to many parents
over the years about
their children arriving in

school soaked to the skin
having waited in the rain

for a bus from Kilmac.
So, the installation of the

shelter will be warmly
welcomed by all users."

Deputy Brady at the new bus shelter in Klmacanogue

Archaeology Day held in Arklow
A free family archaeological day was held in Arklow on Sunday 18th June. Participants were
invited to the Abbey Car Park, adjacent to the Abbey Park/Cemetery, where the centrepiece
was 'The Big Dig', a Mobile Viking House Excavation Workshop from the School of Irish
Archaeology which offered an innovative an immersive way for children to explore Arklow's
Medieval past. 

Throughout the day
there were opportunities
for children to participate
in a hands-on simulated
archaeological excava-
tion, digging for Viking
treasures and artefacts
dating back over 1000
years and learning about
Arklow's Viking ancestors
through the eyes of real
archaeologists.

This event was also an
opportunity for everyone
to find out more about
recent research on

Medieval Arklow under-
taken as part of the
Community Monuments
Fund (CMF) and co-ordi-
nated through the
Heritage Office of
Wicklow County Council. 

The Council, in part-
nership with The Heritage
Council, recently engaged
a part-time Community
Archaeology service for
Wicklow.  Yvonne Whitty,
Wicklow Community
Archaeologist, and Jim
Rees from the Arklow

Maritime Museum were
on hand to talk about
Arklow's Viking history,
recent archaeological
research undertaken and
display artefacts uncov-
ered.

Then Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County Council,
Cllr Tommy Annesley,
speaking before the event
stated: "Arklow town is
steeped in Viking heritage
and I am delighted to see
that the focus of this
event will be on making

this aspect of our her-
itage accessible to all,
including younger audi-
ences."

Wicklow County
Council Chief Executive,
Emer O'Gorman, added:
"I am delighted that
Wicklow County Council
is hosting this event as
part of European
Archaeological Days, an
initiative to raise aware-
ness among European
citizens of the richness
and cultural diversity of
Europe. Events like this
are a great way to show-
case our Wicklow her-
itage and present it in
new and engaging for-
mats."

Funding for local heritage projects 

Discussing the report, Deputy
Matthews said: "I was delighted
to read the report which contex-
tualises the level of support that
Wicklow has received so far this
year from the Heritage Council.
Often these announcements are
one off  but  when put  in  th is
wider context, it shows the huge-
ly positive level of investment
and suppor t  tha t  communi ty
groups in Wicklow have received
this year.

"I work closely with the coun-
cil on various issues, particularly
in  my role  as  Chair  of  the
Oireachtas Committee that deals
with heritage supports and to see
Wicklow gett ing this  level  of

suppor t  in  jus t  the  f i rs t  s ix
months of this year, is extreme-
lyrewarding.

Local Wicklow projects fund-
ed for 2023:
• Birdwatch Ireland
• Rathnew Heritage Club
• Roundwood and District ñ
Historical, Archaeological and
Folklore Society
• ReWild Wicklow
• Avoca Parish Finance
Committee
• Arklow Town Team
• Glencree Centre for Peace and
Reconciliation
• Wicklow Uplands Council
• Alfred Beit Foundation
• Wicklow Community

Archaeological Project (Wicklow
CoCo)
• Glendalough Community
Excavation (Wicklow CoCo)
• Our Wicklow Heritage
(Wicklow CoCo)

"I  look forward to working
with the groups that  received
funding to work towards com-
pleting their project gaols and in
particular with Wicklow County
Counci l  on thei r  community-
based projects. If any community
or local group wants help about
how to  apply  for  Her i tage
Council support, I would be more
than happy to sit down with them
to discuss the process.

"This is  excellent ,  targeted
funding that directly supports
community projects in Wicklow,
and I will continue to work with
the Heritage Council to advocate
for further funding this year and
again next year in the context of
their budgetary decisions," con-
cluded Deputy Matthews.

Green Party TD, Steven Matthews has welcomed the report
published by The Heritage Council outlining that so far this
year, over E224,000 has been awarded by the group to multi-
ple projects across Wicklow. The Heritage Council has put
particular emphasis in recent years in supporting communi-
ties and towns across the country and Wicklow has seen sig-
nificant support as a result.  

Recycled:
• Screened Topsoil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Topsoil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com
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Dargle Bridge club recently held their end of season dinner and Prize giving in Bray Golf Club.
They wwere delighted to be able to play a full season of bridge and wish to thank all their mem-
bers for adhering to the restrictions that were still in place until recently. "It has helped keep us
all safe while playing bridge," they said. Pictured is the Player of the Year Breda O'Driscol being
presented with her trophy by former winner Lily Noonan.  

Labour Court
talks with Fire

Service welcomed 
Sinn Fein TD John Brady welcomed the announcement that talks will resume between SIPTU
acting on behalf Retained Fire Fighters and the LGMA at the Labour Court this Monday. The
Retained Fire Fighters suspended their planned strike last week, along with de-escalating
industrial action to allow space for the talks to take place.

“Obviously I welcome the fact
that all sides believe that there is a
basis for talks to continue at the
Labour Court. This is a positive
development. But it is important to
state that the Retained Fire
Fighters did not want to engage in
industrial action at any time, but
felt they were forced into taking
action by the obtuse manner in
which Minister OíBrien has
engaged with this process. 

“The Fire Fighters have had at
all times acted in good faith, they
set out from the outset to secure
commitments from government to
address core issues at the very
heart of the recruitment and reten-
tion crisis in the Retained Fire
Service, which if left unaddressed
will lead to the total collapse of the
service.

“Minister O'Brien and his gov-
ernment colleagues must remove
the roadblocks that scuppered ear-
lier attempts at reaching a negoti-
ated solution. The government
must instruct DPER to release the
necessary resources to meet the
needs of the Retained Fire Service
to prevent the further erosion of its
strength.

“The reality of the situation is

that while talks may take place
within the Labour Court between
SIPTU and the LGMA, the out-
come of the dispute will be decid-
ed in Government Buildings by
Minister Darragh O'Brien and his
colleagues in government. The
outstanding question that every-
body is waiting to see answered is
whether they will honour the rec-
ommendations of their own report
into the crisis in the Retained Fire
Service?

“I believe that Minister O'Brien
has absolutely underestimated the
resolve of the Retained Fire
Service and the support for their
actions amongst members of the
public. And I would encourage
him to acknowledge the fact that
he is wrong, that the manner in
which he has engaged with the
Retained Fire Service has been
seen as high handed and arrogant
by fire fighters, and use Mondays
talks as an opportunity to reset the
government approach and do the
right thing by the Retained Fire
Service.” 

Also welcoming the talks,
Greystones Independent councillor
Stephen Stokes, said, “"The cur-
rent situation is untenable. We

need to listen to our firefighters
and act, whether that is at the
Local Government level or from
the Irish Government. Our fire-
fighters are basically on call indef-
initely. We need a decisive drive in
recruitment. 

“However the buck really stops
with the Irish Government when it
comes to funding. I urge them to
invest in our emergency services
as a matter of priority."

Cllr Stokes joined the picket
line on Sunday, June 18th at
Greystones Frie Station. Cllr
Stokes added: “I would like to
commend our firefighters, and all
of our emergency services for the
work they are doing. This recent
industrial action has again high-
lighted how under resourced they
are. For an area that is consistently
growing, Charlesland, Delgany,
Greystones, Kilcoole, Killadreenan
and Newcastle need increased
resources."

Cllr Stokes is hoping that a pos-
itive outcome can be found follow-
ing the Labour Court discussions.
Cllr Stokes noted: "There is a lot
of goodwill from our from fire-
fighters. The public definitely sup-
ports them."
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Wicklow supporters in the stands celebrating after Wicklow's recent
victory in the All Ireland U14 Bronza Final against Clare in McDonagh
Park, Nenagh, Tipperary. Pic: Michael P Ryan, Sportsfile.  

Data reveals skyrocketing
costs of household goods 
'Ordinary workers across Wicklow have had enough' 

Sinn Fein TD John Brady has responded to data published by the European Commission that names Ireland as the
most expensive country in Europe for household goods, with members of the public paying 46% above the EU average
last year for goods and services.

The data released by the
European Commission which
came quickly in the wake of fig-
ures released by Eurostat that
showed that Irish living standards
have fallen further behind other
European countries in 2022.
"This is a damning indictment of
the failure of the government to
get to grips with the cost-of-liv-
ing crisis and the startling levels
of inequality in Irish society,"
Deputy Brady said. 

"Last year Ireland paid 46%
more than their European coun-
terparts for goods and services.
At a time when Wicklow house-
holds struggled underthe biggest
cost of living crisis in a genera-
tion. Ireland is now the fourth
most expensive country in 
the EU for food, with prices here

15% above the EU average.
Restaurant and Hotels prices are
28.5% above the EU average -
and that is before we even begin
to mention the Taylor Swift
effect!

"This is in addition to having
to deal with continuing govern-
ment failures in housing, health,
and high living costs from energy
to childcare. With rental costs in
Wicklow some of the highest in
the country.

"After Denmark, Irish con-
sumers are forced to pay the sec-
ond highest energy prices in the
EU, where the cost of electricity
and gas is 38% above the EU
average. Communication prices
here are the third highest in the
EU, at 56% above the EU aver-
age.

"The figures clearly depict a
situation where ordinary work-
ers and families in Wicklow and
indeed across the state are wit-
nessing a continuing slide in liv-
ing standards compared to their
European neighbours.Irish living
standards now stand in the bot-
tom half of the European league
table.

"Unfortunately, this is part of
a continuing downward trend
since Fine Gael took power in
2011. And which appears to have
no chance of abating. It exposes
the growing gap between our
economy's performance and Irish
living standards.

"Even with the drive towards
getting commuters to use public
transport, costs here are 27%
above the EU average. The fail-

ure of Fianna Fail, Fine Gael
and the Green Party to convert
much touted economic gains
into higher living standards
remains a clear failure.

"A deepening housing crisis,
access to healthcare, childcare
costs and the high cost of living
continue to hit the pockets and
quality of life of Wicklow work-
ers and families. This drift is a
growing threat to the competi-
tiveness of our economy,
impacting the ability of firms to
attract and retain staff. It cannot
be allowed to continue, ordinary
workers and their families
across Wicklow have had
enough. If the government are
unable to manage the states
finances its time to pack up and
go."

West Wicklow to lose vasectomy
services as contract lapses

Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore has criticised the Department of Health for allowing the lapse of the
national contract for local vasectomy services in West Wicklow. From 20th August 2023, a national vasectomy
services contract, which entitles anyone holding a General Medical Services (GMS) card access to a vasectomy,
will end with the retirement of Dr O’Keeffe. This will mean the loss of the only public service provider of vasec-
tomies for the West Wicklow area.

Deputy Whitmore said: "This is
very disappointing news for the
area. It follows a trend around the
country of allowing the contracts
of providing GPs to lapse with
their retirement and not renew
them. Government are allowing
access to this medical procedure to
become a postcode lottery for men.
I have put a question to the
Minister on this asking how he
plans to address the issue. It is
time for a new national contract

for the provision of vasectomies
for public patients. 

"There also needs to be a seri-
ous consideration for the budget
allocation for these as many GPs
who do offer them to public
patients run out of their budget
early in the year and cannot per-
form them again for months at a
time. This is especially unfair for
those who cannot afford to go pri-
vate as the costs run between €400
and €700. 

"This government has acknowl-
edged the value of universal access
to free contraception for women
and people aged 17 to 26 years.
Yet, when it comes to men who
may want to play a role in family
planning the services have been left
to dwindle. The knock effect of this
is that the burden of contraception
falls increasingly on women. I will
continue to raise this issue in the
weeks ahead with the Minister for
Health and the Department."

Senator Pat Casey is pictured with Failte Ireland's CEO Paul Kelly, and Sarah Fitzpatrick,
Manager, Ireland's Ancient East, attending Failte Ireland's Oireachtas Information Clinic for
TDs and Senators to hear first-hand about the work Failte Ireland teams are doing on the ground
in Wicklow to drive sustainable tourism, grow visitor numbers, increase tourism revenue and to
support jobs across the constituency and region. The National Tourism Development Authority
provided Senator Casey with details on Failte Ireland's investment and development in Wicklow,
including outdoor enhancement projects, digitalisation, business and skills supports, festival
funding and promoting tourism as a career across Wicklow and Ireland's Ancient East.  Picture
by Shane O'Neill, Coalesce.
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ART 

KA Art Portfolio Preparation 
KB Art, Craft & Design 
KC Fine Art Practice 

DESIGN 

DA Graphic Design 
DD Architecture Design & Technology 
DN Jewellery Making & Woodcraft 
DI Furniture Design & Carpentry/Joinery 
DJ Furniture Design & Cabinet Making Advanced 
DC Fashion & Textiles HND 
DK Garden Design 

MUSIC

MI DJ Techniques & Music Production 
MJ Music Production 
MK Music Performance 
MF Sound Engineering 
MN Traditional Irish and Folk Music Performance 

COMPUTING & ENGINEERING

NA Computer Software Development 
NB Computer Science 
NC Computer Networks and Cyber Security 
HV Engineering Pre-University 

SPORT

EA Sport, Exercise & Fitness Instruction 
EC Personal Trainer, Strength & Conditioning 
ED Soccer Coaching & Sports Management 
EF Sports Injury & Massage Therapy / 

Pre-University Physiotherapy

ANIMAL CARE

HA Animal Care 
HI Animal Care & Management Pre-University 
HJ Animal Science Industry 
HT Dog Obedience & Training 

- Start Your Own Business 
HX Equine Studies 

SOCIAL STUDIES & CHILDCARE

OA Special Needs Assistant 
(Primary & Post-Primary) 

HD Early Learning & Care / Childcare 
HF Supervision in Early Learning & Care / Childcare 
HE Social Studies & Community Care 

HAIR, BEAUTY & WELLNESS

HG Holistic & Wellbeing Studies 
FJ Professional Make Up & Hairstyling 
FF Hairdressing - Junior Stylist 
FG Hairdressing - Senior Stylist 
FH Barbering 
FD Nail Technician & Salon Administration 
FC Fashion Theatre and Media Make-Up 

SCIENCE

HS Forensic Science - Pre-University 
HK Science - Pre-University 
HZ Food Science with Dietetics - Pre-University 
JF Pharmacy Assistant 
JJ Pharmacy Technician 
HU Applied Ecology and Biodiversity Studies 
LJ Brewing and Distilling Technology 

BUSINESS

JA Business Management & Administration 
JC Business Management - Advanced Certificate 
JD Accounting Technician 
LD Business Tourism Advanced Certificate 
SD Legal Administration Pre-University Law 
SF Medical Administration (Mornings Only) 
SE IT & Office Administration (Mornings Only) 
EE Security & Pre-Garda 
JJ Payroll & Office Administration 

HOSPITALITY & TOURISM

LA Tourism, Reception & Event Management 
LB Tourism with Airline Studies 
LH Restaurant & Bar Management 
LC Culinary Arts 80 LG Pastry, Baking & Barista 
LE Culinary Arts Advanced 
LI Hospitality & Business Management Advanced

ADULT LEAVING CERT

RB Adult Leaving Certificate 

HEALTH

HB Nursing and Midwifery Studies - Pre-University 
HH Healthcare Assistant & Activity Coordinator 
HP Occupational Therapy Assistant
JK Emergency Care Studies 

(Pre-paramedic, Fire & Ambulance) 
HL Applied Psychology 
AD Dental Nursing 
AE Optician Assistant 

FILM & COMPUTER GAMING

MA TV & Film Production
MB TV & Film Production - Advanced 
MO Podcasting & Streaming 
ME 3D Game Design 
MG Games Development 

ACTING & DANCE

PA Acting for Theatre & Film 
PB Acting for Stage & Screen Advanced 
PD Dance Technique, Performance and 

Choreography
PE Dance Technique, Performance and  

Choreography - Advanced 
PF Dance Technique, Performance and

Choreography - Advanced  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE FOR 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

AA English Language and IT Skills 
for International Students 

AB English Language and Business  
for International Students 

APPRENTICESHIPS

JG/JH Accounting Technician Apprenticeship 

Bray InstItute of 
furtHer eDuCatIon
Dedicated, Professional, Passionate

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

FOR SEPTEMBER '23 COURSES:
• ALL TUITION FEES • ALL EXAM FEES 

• ALL COURSE MATERIAL FEES
ARE

FLAT REGISTRATION FEE
WILL APPLY

ABOLISHED!
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On Wednesday 14 June 2023 the Irish National Teachersí Organisation (INTO) held a national lobby day ahead of Budget 2024. Teachers from Wicklow met with Deputy Jennifer Whitmore and Deputy
Steven Matthews to discuss the key areas of investment required for primary education. Pictured (left) is Steven Matthews TD, INTO President Dorothy McGinley and INTO member Maebh Egan ; and
(right) INTO President Dorothy McGinley, Jennifer Whitmore TD and INTO Wicklow CEC rep Gerry Brown.

Deputy Whitmore said: "It's the
time of year when parents and
guardians of school age children
will be opening up school bags, or
logging onto apps to find their chil-
dren's book lists and uniform lists
for the coming school year. Many
of them will go into debt when

they are trying to meet back-to-
school costs. It is a particularly
tough year for families as we go
through a major cost of living crisis
and this will be a summer of
scrimping, saving, and borrowing
for many parents just to try and get
their children ready for September. 

"According to research conduct-
ed by Zurich, parents of secondary
school children spend an estimated
€1,838, on average per school
year. The government must act
now to provide relief for parents on
back-to-school costs for each child.
Schools have been chronically

underfunded for years by succes-
sive government. Schools are being
left with no option but to ask par-
ents and guardians to try and make
up the short fall via voluntary con-
tributions or, as is the case with
every school in Wicklow, fundraise
on a constant basis. 

"Having spoken to many princi-
pals and teachers across Wicklow,
they have told me that they would
much rather be focusing on educa-
tion than running fashion shows
and other fundraising events to

make up the difference. 
"I have heard from parents in

Wicklow who are reliant on social
welfare payments to make ends
meet, being asked to find €600 for
iPad. Parents facing hundreds of
euros in school uniform costs. One
parent who had access to school-
book rental scheme was still find-
ing themselves spending €1000 for
school supplies for their child,
because these costs go way beyond
books. The Government knows this
and yet has still not acted to make

free education a reality for our stu-
dents. 

"The school funding deficit
should not be a burden to parents,
guardians, and schools anymore.
Itís time that we made education
genuinely free. School capitation
grants should be at sustainable lev-
els relieving the pressure most par-
ents in Wicklow find themselves
under. This has gone on long
enough. The government must 
act now," concluded Deputy
Whitmore.  

Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore last week called on the Government to address the
financial burden placed on Wicklow parents with back to school costs, and called on
Government to make education truly free. Deputy Whitmore also raised the financial deficit
that schools are left in every year. This call was made in the Dail during an opposition pri-
vate members motion on Education Costs. 

Whitmore highlights parents’ back to school cost burden

Lily Cunningham and Mary Kate Nolan at the St. Laurence O'Toole's National School's recent
centenary celebrations. 

Ninth Green Flag for St. Mary's
and St. Gerard's National School 
Fine Gael Minister Simon Harris visited St. Mary's and St. Gerard's National School on 16th
June to celebrate the school being awarded their 9th Green Flag. 

Minister Harris said, "I am delighted to have been able to celebrate and raise St. Mary's and St. Gerard's
National School's ninth Green Flag, which has been awarded for the schoolís efforts to encourage walking,
cycling and the use of public transport or carpooling as viable transport options to and from school. This theme
showcases the positive impact that these practices have on both a local and global scale, leading to improved air
quality and a variety of other environmental benefits.

"It was fantastic listening to the school choir and getting to see the performances by St. Mary's and St.
Gerard's National School's students. The students truly are a credit to their school, and I am grateful for the
opportunity to have met them along with the school’s staff and parents,” Minister Harris concluded.

Minister Harris with pupils and staff of St. Mary’s and St. Gerard’s National School helping to raise
the school’s ninth Green Flag 
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Rathdrum school scoops
top award in Junior

Entrepreneur Programme
All-Island Awards

Sophia Corcoran and Clark Fitzpatrick. Pic: Jerry Kennelly 

10,000 Irish primary school children have launched 300 classroom busi-
nesses this year as part of their participation in the Junior Entrepreneur
Programme. The pupils combined their innate creativity with the skills
they developed on the programme. They worked together as a class to
create original products and launch businesses ranging from board
games and toys to high-end craft and educational products. 

5th and 6th class in 
St. Saviour's National
School, Rathrum, were
named Class of the Year
2023 for their JEP busi-
ness BushCraft Boxes.
The children zoned in on
the interests of the com-
munity in Wicklow and
created this useful box
containing everything
needed for a family day
out in the wilderness. The
pupils made clever com-
pass bracelets and created
a discovery trail guide
with web-linked QR
codes and an activity
booklet that included tips

for fishing for insects and
a tree hunt. The contents
of BushCraft kits are sold
in an attractively pack-
aged box, with artwork
also created by the chil-
dren, and are now for sale
in the locality.

The children made pro-
fessional sales pitches to
Avondale Forest Park and
Hidden Valley Holiday
Park, who both agreed to
stock the product. The
class is also selling the
Bushcraft Boxes in the
local community and has
made a profit of over
€800. Staying true to

their product, the pupils
have decided to spend
their earnings on a class
camping trip.

JEP participants are
guided and encouraged
by inspirational teachers
who are passionate about
giving their class a round-
ed education.

"For me, the biggest
benefit of it is that it
gives the children a very
different education. What
we are really trying to do
is bring up young people
who will achieve their
very best in life, and that
can be from a range of

different experi-
ences and a range
of different abili-
ties," said Victoria
Spencer, 5th & 6th
class teacher in St.
Saviour's National
School. 

This is the sec-
ond win in a row
for Co. Wicklow of
this  prestigious
award. Last year
the fifth and 
sixth class pupils of
Sacred Heart
National School,
Aughrim, were
named the All-
Island Class of 
the Year for their
class business
Alfie's Aughrim
Adventures.

Jacob Santos Alannah Ni Cheallaigh, Caoilfhionn McLindon, teacher Victoria Spencer, and Molly Corcoran 

Minister Harris with staff and pupils of St. David’s

Funding for St. David's facilities and temporary
accommodation removal

Minister Simon Harris has confirmed that the Department of Education will remove the temporary accommodation
units currently in place on the site of St. David's Secondary School in Greystones and open two brand new special
classrooms in the school.

Along with this, the proposed higher-spec and uplift ball court has
been approved for full funding from the Department of Education.
After working closely with St. David’s Secondary School's Principal,
Simon Carey, and the Department of Education for a number of
months, Minister Harris has commended the Department's decision
to ensure that funding and an actionable plan is in place so that the
temporary accommodation can be removed without delay.

Minister Harris said, "I am beyond delighted that St. David's

Secondary School has been approved for funding that will vastly
improve the quality of life and educational experiences of our stu-
dents. I want to thank the school's principal Simon Carey for his
work and commitment to St. David's, as his efforts and close engage-
ment on these issues ensured that this matter was driven forward. The
two new special classrooms will also be a great addition to the school
and will ensure that our young people with additional needs receive
the same high-quality education as every other student."
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Wicklow Lions 'Move4Parkinsons' at gala ball
Wicklow & District Lions Club has supported Move4Parkinson’s for the past six years.
During this time the charity club has covered the cost of weekly physio sessions which have
proven to be a tremendous help to Parkinson's sufferers.

Paul Daly, Kate Gray, Denise McGrath and Maurice Corr 

Wicklow Lions also
support the Parkinson's
choir  and any other
ongoing activities which
help in any way possible
to ease the burden of
this terrible disease.

The proceeds of the
Gala Chari ty Night
which was held on
Saturday 17th June in
Druid's Glen Hotel and
Golf Resort is to fund
the continuation of these
very important Physio
sessions for the next 2
years at least.  The aim
was to raise a minimum
of €25,000 on the night
.  Hopefully when al l
donations and t icket
sales come in this will
be exceeded .

On the night as guests
arrived they were treated
to a wine reception in
beautiful surroundings
followed by a sumptu-
ous meal as they were
entertained by top come-
dian Dave Young who
created a very enjoyable
atmosphere.  The excel-
lent  Swing Cats took
over from Dave and had
the audience dancing
until late that evening.

The raffle also raised
a considerable amount
of money.

Seperately from
Saturday's Night Gala
Ball one extremely gen-
erous person has donat-
ed a large sum of money
which will be used total-
ly for  the training of
specialised Parkinson's
nurses as well  as
Parkinson's research in
Galway University .

President  Maurice
Corr and all Lions mem-
bers would like to sin-
cerely thank everyone
who supported this
extremely important

fundraising event , espe-
cially those who attend-
ed on the night or who
purchased tickets and to
the many who donated
money to Pakinson's .
Every cent raised will
help many people and
could save lives.

M o v e 4 P a r k i n s o n ' s
believe that self-man-
agement is  key to
achieving quality of life,
but that each PwP (per-
son with Parkinson's)
should be empowered to
choose the self-manage-
ment act ivi t ies  and
approaches which work
for them.

“We cannot tell you
what to do or what will
work for you,” they say.
“What we can do though
is share stories of what

has worked for others
and guidance on actions
or activities to try based
on current research.

“We have a vision of a
world in which People
with Parkinson's  are
empowered to achieve
their best possible quali-
ty of life. Our services
are centred on improving
People with Parkinsons'
understanding of their
i l lness and teaching
them how active self-
management can reduce
symptoms and enable
them to have a bet ter
quality of life. We also
aim to serve the families
and carers  of  People
with Parkinson's  and
build a community of
support  for  everyone
affected by Parkinson's.

Tom Corr and Blathnaid Treacy with Nadia and Simon Paruk-Collier at the Wicklow & District
Lions Club Gala Ballin aid of Move4Parkinson's in the Drud's Glen 

Blathnaid Howe and Karl Giles   
Jim and Mary Margaret Molloy  

Jakie and Sean Olohan 
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Bray Soroptimists’ fashion
show raises funds for charities 
Soroptimist International Bray & District were delighted with their sell-out Fundraiser Fashion Show held on
Thursday 8th June 2023 at Fishers of Newtownmountkennedy, in aid of local charities. 

Fishers are famous for
their monthly Friday
Fashion Shows, and
pulled out all the stops
once again on this occa-
sion providing our models

with a fabulous summer
collection to suit all tastes. 

Becci Harrison and her
team at Fishers welcomed
President Tanja Haak
O'Riordan of SI Bray,

Jo McCloskey, Becci Harrison, Éadaoin Lawlor, Tanja Haak O'Riordan,
Orla Finn, and (Front) Ann Broekhoven

members, friends and
fashion-followers to their
shop in Co. Wicklow.  

One hundred people
enjoyed prosecco and
canapés on arrival, and
Soroptimist National
President Éadaoin Lawlor,
expressed her delight at
being able to attend the
event. Éadaoin spoke of
the Soroptimist worldwide
network of members
working to empower, edu-
cate and enable women.
She congratulated SI Bray
for their hard work over
the past year, and in par-

ticular this fundraiser
event in aid of local chari-
ties.

Becci Harrison com-
mented that the fashions
were modelled by mem-
bers of SI Bray and their
families and friends; local
Councillor and newly-
elected Cathaoirleach of
Bray Municipal Council,
Melanie Corrigan; and
volunteers from BARRS
(Bray Area Rough
Sleepers Support), and
congratulated them 
on doing a magnificent
job of modelling real

clothes for real people.
They certainly did a

great job as the tills were
ringing after the show!  

The evening was
rounded off by a well-sup-
ported raffle of fabulous
prizes, giving us a grand
total of €2,500 in aid of
our local charities.
President Tanja thanked
Becci and her team at
Fishers for all their hard
work, and also members
of SI Bray, Phil and Mark
who dispensed the drinks,
and of course the wonder-
ful models!

Cathaoirleach of Bray Municipal District Melanie Corrigan, Ann Acton, Brioc McHugh, Ray Comerford, Orla McDonnell,
Mandy Comerford, Lucia Bourke, Leo Tannem, Aoife MDonnell, Victor Meganetty, and Lieve Francken 

Temple Carrig hold Fashion Show in aid of Gavin Glynn Foundation 
On Thursday the 4th of May The Transition Year Students and Teaching Staff in Temple
Carrig School hit the runway in an end of Year Charity Fashion Show themed 'The Deep' and
modelled a range of outfits from top leading labels & local boutiques; Gym+Coffee, XV Kings,
Folkster, Escape Boutique, Ashanti Gold Boutique, and Tansey's. 

Alongside the incredible
outfits that models wore on
the night, Temple Carrig
displayed some of the cre-
ative excellence of the
Transition Year's and show-
cased the groups talents
through their stellar quality
Sustainable Stage
Decorations and Costume
Designs that were made
throughout the year in their
Junk Kouture and TY
Wearable Art Modules.
Students awed the crowd
down the ramp with their
Glow in the Dark LIVE Art
Performance, featuring
some large “Deep Sea'
themed moveable sculp-
tures that were created
throughout the year in their
Art Construction Module.
In between model walks,
struts and poses, the TY's
filled the evening with
Creative Dance, Music,
and Singing, to a lively
entertained audience. 

The TY's played a large
role in organising the
Fashion Show themselves
and lead the way from
beginning to end, being
involved in the Show
Advertising, Marketing,
Sound Production, Co-
Ordination, Ticket Sales,
Staging and Comparing. 

Organisers said they
were very grateful for the
support provided by a
number of local businesses
Alive Outside, Squirrel
Scramble, The Wicklow
Arms, Flanagan Kerins,

Mrs. Robinson's, Ju Ju
Boutique, Ashanti Gold,
Folkster, Escape Boutique,
Tansey's Menswear, XV
Kings, Gym + Coffee in
supporting the show and
The Gavin Glynn
Foundation whose mission
is to assist families with all
the logistics and financial
aspects of travelling over-
seas for specialist cancer
treatment not available in
Ireland. 

Over two thousand euro
was raised on the evening
for the Gavin Glynn
Foundation from the pro-
ceeds of Show Ticket and
Raffle sales. Many thanks

are extended to the local
Sponsors, Shop owners,
local primary school and
wider school community
contributors for their
involvement in making the
night such a success. 

The Show Director and
Niamh McAleer, Art
Teacher for Sustainable and
Wearble Art/Constrcution
Modules was the Show
Director on the night. Peter
Wallace produced the show,
choreography was done by
Eoghan Clearly and the
dance art teacher is Lisa
Bottaro. The Photography
was donwe by Russell
Harris

Creative Dance students entertaining the audience on the night 

Rebecca Kelly’s Junk Kouture design 
Sustainable art in aid of the Gavin Glynn
Foundation 
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New Screen Hub at Clermont completed 

Cllr Tom Fortune, Lorraine Gallagher, Eoin Naughton (Manager of Clermont Screen Hub), Vibeke Delahunt (Wicklow Local
Enterprisae Office), Chief Executive of Wicklow County Council Emer O'Gorma, then Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council
Tommy Annesley, Christine Flood and John Powderly (Wicklow County Council Film Commissioner) are pictured at the handing
over of the keys to the newly completed Clermont Screen Hub 

The keys to the newly constructed Clermont Screen Hub at the
Wicklow County Campus in Clermont, Rathnew, were handed
over on Monday 19th June.

The Clermont Screen Hub, adja-
cent to the historic sett ing of
Clermont House, is now seeking
expressions of interest from prospec-
tive tenants. 

The Hub will provide 10,000sq ft
of private and co-working spaces
and aims to boost job creation by
supporting local businesses operat-
ing in the film and audio-visual sec-
tor.

It will support the content creation
sector and will complement the film
industry, with a particular focus on
businesses servicing productions
happening in County Wicklow.

The Hub offers collaborative
social spaces, a conference centre,
podcast studio and access to a range
of existing meeting rooms and train-
ing facilities on the larger Clermont
campus. Facilities offered at the Hub
will continue to grow and change
into the future in l ine with the
changing needs of businesses in the
sector. 

Funding for the development was
secured under the Department of
Enterprise, Trade & Employment’s
Regional Enterprise Development
Fund, through Enterprise Ireland.
The remainder was matched by
Wicklow County Council.

Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County
Council, Cllr Tommy Annesley, stat-

ed: "The new Clermont Screen Hub
has been completed to a very high
standard.  It is a very exciting devel-
opment for Wicklow which demon-
strates that the Council continues to
be proactive in promoting the local
screen industry and supporting local
businesses in the sector.  

“This building represents the con-
tinued growth of a long and produc-
tive association between the film
industry and County Wicklow.” 

Emer O'Gorman, Chief Executive,
Wicklow County Council, said: “We
are very pleased to reach this stage
in the ongoing development of
Wicklow County Campus as a driver
of innovation and job creation for
Wicklow. There is already strong
interest from prospective tenants
which demonstrates that this project
is aligned with the needs of the
screen sector. 

“The education and training remit
of the Campus will also be reflected
in the use of the Hub, with a range of
training opportunities offered by the
National Talent Academy for Film &
TV Crew East."

Clermont Screen Hub would like
to hear from potential tenants operat-
ing in the screen and audio-
visual sector. Expressions of interest
should be sent by email to clermon-
thub@gmail.com

This scheme is open to artists, nation-
al resource organisations, individual
curators and artist collectives. As with
previous years, two funding streams are
available for the 2024 round of Strategic
Projects Awards: Stream 'A' is for new
applicants and proposals. Designed to
support for new initiatives,  projects

which add significant value to existing
arts practice, experience and participa-
t ion in Wicklow, wil l  be priori t ised
under Stream 'A'. 

Stream 'B' is for projects previously
awarded under this scheme. Existing
Award recipients who wish to consoli-
date a project currently underway or to

develop an area of practice previously
awarded under the scheme can reapply
under Stream 'B'. 

While the scheme is open to individu-
als and organisations from across all
arts disciplines, the Arts Office would
particularly welcome thoughtful appli-
cations that propose innovative solu-
tions such as bespoke audience engage-
ment projects exploring, for example,
audio technology, outdoor installations

Wicklow County Arts Office is inviting submissions to the 11th edition of
the Strategic Projects Award Scheme. 

Helen Gubbins and Yvonne Kenny with the Avoa Minors celebrating Cruinniu na nOg in 
Arklow Library 

Local writers selected for
national mentoring programme

Following a national
callout where over 300
applications were
received, 37 writers
from across Ireland
were selected to receive
a mentorship with Abbie
White, Eleanor O'Reilly
and Noline Foley,
emerging as the suc-
cessful Wicklow appli-
cants.

Funded by Wicklow
Arts Office and the Arts
Council, the programme
is an investment in the
long-term literary repu-
tation of the region and
will potentially have
life-changing effects on
Abbie, Eleanor, and
Noline's writing careers. 

The hope for the
National Mentoring
Programme is that the
chosen mentees will go
on to write great works

of literature with the
support and guidance of
their chosen mentor.
This form of peer-to-
peer teaching is increas-
ingly popular in litera-
ture, formalising the
process whereby suc-
cessful writers pass on
their craft and experi-
ence to the next genera-
tion of writers across
the island.

Abbie White is a fic-
tion and non-fiction
writer as well as an
occasional poet based in
Laragh. After studying
creative writing in UCD
for four years, coupled
with a lifelong passion
for creativity, Abbie
hopes to publish her
work and continue
doing what she loves for
the rest of her life.

Eleanor O'Reilly is a

full-time teacher of
English and Classical
Studies at Gorey
Community School,
Eleanor is an interna-
tional Award-Winning
writer and novelist. Her
debut novel 'M for
Mammy' is an Irish
Times Best Seller.

Noline Foley is an
Arklow-based fiction
writer who writes about
social issues, attitudes,
and prejudices in the
1950s and 60s Ireland
and has published in
Stories from the
Waterside, Undercover
Wexford and was short-
listed for an Irish Times
writing award.

Running since 2017,
previous recipients of
the mentorship have
described the experi-
ence as having been
invaluable. This pro-
gramme has numerous
published authors
among its alumni,
including Doireann 

Ni Ghriofa, Nidhi
Zak/Aria Eipe, Fiona
Scarlett, and Victoria
Kennefick. 

Outgoing Cathaoir-
leach of Wicklow
County Council,  Cllr
Tommy Annesley, stated
that he "understands
that it  is support a
vibrant and diverse
community of writers of
all types and talents to
develop their craft,
capacity and confidence
to thrive in County
Wicklow and was
pleased to see Wicklow
Arts Office continue to
fulfil its remit." 

Chief Executive of
Wicklow County
Council,  Emer
O'Gorman, said: "I am
pleased that the Council
is supporting three local
writers to receive pro-
fessional literary men-
toring over the next
eight months from
acclaimed Irish writers
of their choice." 

Three local Wicklow-based writers have
been selected by the Irish Writers Centre
to receive a mentorship under the National
Mentoring Programme.  

Arts Office accepting applications 
for Strategic Projects Award Scheme 

or public performance. 
Regarding this year's Award, Chief

Executive of Wicklow County Council,
Emer O'Gorman, stated: "We welcome
strong applications which focus on nur-
turing practice, enhancing connectivity,
generating new perspectives and culti-
vat ing new voices  within County
Wicklow." 

Artists who have previously been suc-
cessful in this award process include:
Mary Coughlan,  Shane Finan,  Kate
Strain, Josh O'Caoimh, Eamon Sweeney,
Lisa  Freeman,  MaÔa Nunes,  Anna
Newell ,  Aisl ing Ennis ,  and West
Wicklow Chamber Music Festival.

The total amount of the funding avail-
able is expected to be in the region of

€80,000 to €100,000 for 2024.
New Cathaoir leach of  Wicklow

County Counci l ,  Cl l r  Aoife  Flynn
Kennedy, said she is "delighted that the
Council will fund selected projects up to
a maximum of €15,000 again this year.
It's important that Council continue to
invest artists across all art forms who are
working in Wicklow."

Further information relating to the
Award and the application process is
available at www.wicklow.ie. The clos-
ing date for completed applications is
Friday 11th August 2023 at 4pm. Late
appl icat ions wil l  not  be accepted.
Questions relating to the Award applica-
t ion process  may be directed to:
wao@wicklowcoco.ie
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Jack O’Rourke at The Whale 

Flynn Molloy on the bells, celebrating Cruinniu na nOg in Arklow
Library. 

Saturday 15th July, 8pm (doors

7pm). Tickets are €25 and available

at  www.whaletheatre.ie or call the

booking office on 01 2010550 to

register on the waiting list.

Wild Place is Jack's first release since 2019's
Ivory Towers and the first full album release
since his acclaimed debut, Dreamcatcher,
which entered the Irish Top 5. In the 
intervening years Jack has established 
himself as one of Ireland's finest songsmiths
and a live favourite. 

For the recording of Wild Place, during lockdown,
Jack and his band based themselves in Triskel
Christchurch in Cork and used the wonderful acoustics
and Triskel's grand piano to great effect. The results
are probably Jack's most endearing work to date - the
songs emanating from a soulful and folk-inspired
place. 

Jack first came to prominence with his ode to mis-
understood youth and growing up gay, 'Silence',
became a torch song for the Irish Marriage Equality
Referendum and won the Nashville Songwriting
Competition (judges included Tom Waits and Bill
Withers). Chosen as a 2019 headliner for Other Voices,
Jack was featured prominently in the television series
(most recently part of the Home special in December,
featuring himself, Loah, Villagers and Denise Chaila).
His collaboration, 'New Day' with electronic artist,
Kormac has nearly 500,000 views for its award win-
ning music video.

“Easily one of the year's best albums.” - Irish Times
Jack O’Rourke 

The Number 1s Tour
Whale Theatre, Friday 14th July,  8pm (doors 7pm). SOLD OUT but 

register at  www.whaletheatre.ie or call the booking office on 01 2010550 
to register on the waiting list.

The Classic Beatles are the only Beatles tribute band in the world endorsed
by legendary Beatle producer Sir George Martin and are the stars of the multi
award winning Get Back Show. They're back on the road with "The Number
1s Tour". This set gives the band the chance they have always wanted.. to play
every Beatles number 1 live. It's simply incredible how many amazing songs
they wrote, hit after hit and all presented with an authenticity and affection
that's second to none. With multiple costume changes and a few hidden gems
on the night, be sure to book early for this much anticipated show!

Coming up at Mermaid...
Film: 1976

Monday 26th of June, 8pm. €9/7.
Duration: 95 mins. Spanish with

English subtitles

Chile, 1976. Pinochetís military dictatorship has
been in control for a few years. Carmen is an upper-
middle class woman overseeing the renovation of her
familyís beach house. 

When the family priest asks her to look after a
badly wounded young man named Elias, she accepts.
She quickly figures out Elias has been the victim of
political violence. As the weeks pass, Carmenís world-
view starts to change-and she begins to suspect the
authorities are watching her.

Chilean actress Manuela Martelli makes her direc-
torial debut with this expertly-crafted character study.
Martelli searingly explores a period of political and
social turmoil, while also building a palpable sense of
unease and paranoia. Aline Kuppenheim is brilliant as 

Carmen,a truly fascinating protagonist. 

“The blend of character study, Hitchcockian intrigue
and an excellent central performance, makes for a

tensely involving tale “ - Screen International

Sing Me To The Sea
Monday 3rd - Friday 7th of July. 10:00am, 11:00am & 2pm. Duration: 20 minutes & 20 minutes free play. €15 - covers 1

child and 1 carer. Illustration by Gillian Eilidh O'Mara 

SING ME TO THE SEA is a blissful
immersive adventure for
children/young people with complex
needs. It is performed in hydropools
with 3 audience members per show,
each with an adult companion, with
everyone in the water! 

Three performers take the audience
on a magical journey of exquisite har-
mony singing and gentle water play
designed especially for children with
complex needs, embracing and cele-
brating the sensory dialogue that they
have with the world around them.

Anna Newell is one of Ireland's lead-
ing theatremakers for young audiences
and her work for extraordinary audi-
ences has been seen on six continents.
Each child/young person should have
an adult guest in the water with them.
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Wicklow harpers to feature at
international harp festival

An Chúirt Chruitireachta International Harp Festival,
An Grianán, Termonfeckin, Co. Louth, 25th-30th June

Established in 1986, An Chúirt Chruitireachta is an annual interna-
tional harp festival run by Cairde na Cruite (Friends of the Harp).
The festival sees harpers of every standard from all over the world
come together for an immersive week of harping. Participants have
the opportunity to engage with other harpers, gain a better under-
standing of Irish music, song and dance, and learn more about the
harp and its music. 

This year's festival
takes place from Sunday
25th June to Friday 30th
June at An Grianán,
Termonfeckin, Co. Louth,
and features a panel of
exceptional tutors and tal-

ented artists set to deliver
an outstanding celebration
of harp music.  

Residential students
will stay onsite in An
Grianán, where they will
engage in daily classes,

workshops and concerts.
They will learn about his-
torical and contemporary
aspects of the harp tradi-
tion and explore the harp
in its many forms through
performances and demon-

strations on Irish, early
Irish and pedal harps.

Wicklow Harpers to
Lead the Way

Wicklow harpers will
be to the fore throughout
the week. Rachel Duffy is
co-directing the festival,
Aisling Ennis will per-
form with Trio Táin in
'Stars Align' on Tuesday
night and lead a 'Goltraí
and Geantraí workshop 
in Drogheda Library 
on Wednesday 28th.
Wicklow musicians Aoife
Ní Bhriain and Colm Ó
Briain will perform in
'Rising Stars at the
Tholsel' on Tuesday 27th
and will join Bray CCÉ
Harp Ensemble to per-
form in an evening con-
cert on Wednesday 28th
June in An Grianán.

Public Events

The festival will kick
off at 3pm on Sunday
25th June in the pic-

turesque surroundings 
of An Grianán,
Termonfeckin, Co. Louth
with a pop-up concert
featuring local musicians
from the Music
Generation Louth Harp
Ensemble. A harp-mak-
ers' exhibition will also
run throughout the after-
noon with leading Irish
harp makers on hand to
discuss their work. Entry
to both the afternoon pop-
up concert and the exhibi-
tion is free and all are
welcome.   

Members of the public
are also invited to attend
an exciting line-up of
concerts taking place
each evening for the
duration of the festival
(8pm daily at Grianán,
Sunday 25th - Thursday

Aoife Ní Bhriain

Rachel Duffy 

Misery Loves Pottery : An Exhibition by Dylan Clucas 
Signal Arts Centre, Monday 4th to Sunday 17th August 

Misery Loves Pottery is a small collection of ceramic pieces by Signal staff artist Dylan Clucas. Dylan
was a graphic designer who became addicted to pottery after being coaxed into trying the wheel by his
uncle. 

While he was exploring ceramics, Dylan suffered a collapsed lung for which he needed major surgery.
As a result, he became miserable and depressed but discovered that pottery gave him an incentive to move
forward. The opportunity to immerse himself in art made his recovery time more bearable. 

This collection mainly consists of wheel-thrown pieces and trimmed pots made with terracotta clay.
They reflect Dylanís love of graphic design and graphic-based aesthetics. 

Misery Loves Pottery is the artistís reflection on his journey through the pain of recovery, and his
evolving relationship between his own health and his clay creations.

29th June). Renowned
harpist Clíona Doris
(pedal harp) and sisters
Deirdre and Aoife
Granville (Irish harp and
flute) will open proceed-
ings on Sunday 25th,
while Gerry Cullen and
the Drogheda Singers,
early-music trio Nobody's
Jig and harper Gráinne
Hambly will take to the
stage on Monday 26th to
celebrate the 250th
anniversary of collector
Edward Bunting's birth.
On Tuesday 27th Jean
Kelly (pedal harp) and
Trio Táin (pedal harp,
flute, viola) perform in
'Stars Align', while the
festival gala concert on
Thursday 29th June will
feature two acclaimed
duos, Anne-Marie
O'Farrell and Cormac de
Barra (harps) and
Scottish musicians
Rachel Hair and Ron
Jappy (harp and guitar).  

The mid-point of the
week sees harp ensem-
bles from all across
Ireland joining the fun.
A r t i s t - i n - r e s i d e n c e
Rachel Hair will lead 7
visiting ensembles from
Wicklow, Mayo, Antrim,
Donegal, Clare, Louth
and Dublin  in a day of
workshops, culminating
in an evening perfor-
mance on Wednesday
28th June at 8pm.

Fringe Events - 
Harping for all ages!

Festival fringe events
will take place in
Drogheda town through-
out the week. The contin-
uation of the festival's
popular 'Rising Stars of
the Harp' series highlights
up-and-coming perform-
ers in lunchtime concerts
at the Tholsel, Drogheda
on Monday 26 June and
Tuesday 27 June at 1pm.

Admission is free and all
are welcome, no booking
required.

Tickets for all evening

concerts (€15) can 

be purchased through

Eventbrite (An Chúirt

Chruitireachta Internat-

ional Festival for Harp

2023 at https://www.even-

tbrite.ie/e/643641598347)

. See www.harpfestival.ie

for further details.

Aisling Ennis 
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Upcoming festivals will celebrate community engagement
with the Coastal Uplands: Heritage and Tourism Project 

The CUPHAT (Coastal Uplands: Heritage and Tourism) project team
are inviting communities in the Wicklow Mountains and Blackstairs
Mountains to join them for a day of thanks and celebration of their
support over the last year. The Blackstairs Mountains Festival will
take place on 27th June in Kiltealy Community Hall from 12pm to
8pm, and the Wicklow Mountains Festival will be on the 28th June in
Avoca Community Hall from 12pm to 8pm.

CUPHAT, supported
by the European
Regional Development
Fund through the
I r e l a n d - W a l e s
Cooperation programme,
focuses on developing
heritage-based tourism
opportunities in the
coastal  uplands of
Ireland and Wales. The
project is working with
communities to show-
case the shared and dis-
tinctive heritages of the
Blackstairs Mountains
and Wicklow Mountains
in Ireland, and Cambrian
Mountains and Preseli
Mountains in Wales.

The fest ival  events
will showcase the range
of work that has been
ongoing in local com-
munities. It will provide
an opportunity for peo-
ple to see first-hand the
work of school children
from across the area,
hear oral histories with

community members,
view historic pho-
tographs and objects
that  were contributed
during the heritage cele-
brations and hear how
local  businesses and
community groups have
been supported. There
will be demonstrations
of new citizen science
activities and an oppor-
tunity to have a sneak
preview of the ongoing
digital reconstruction of
local artefacts and land-
scapes. Entries to the
CUPHAT photographic
competi t ion for  each
area will also be on dis-
play.

Community members
are invited to drop-in at
any point during the day.
An exciting programme
of events is planned to
add to the festival atmo-
sphere.  There wil l  be
face painting and bal-
loon crafts, music and

entertainment, as well as
fieldtrips, showings of
old video footage, pre-
sentat ions from local
businesses and commu-
nity groups and the
announcement of  the
winning area entries for
the CUPHAT photo-
graphic competi t ion.
The events are free to
attend and tea, coffee
and cake will be provid-
ed throughout the day.

The CUPHAT Project
Team describe the event
as being “an important
opportunity for  us to
give something back to
the local communities
who have been so wel-
coming to us over the
course of the project.
We hope that  people
from across the areas,
whether they have con-
tributed directly them-
selves or not, will drop
in to see the work that
has been done by indi-

viduals, school children
and community groups
to help capture, preserve
and promote the cultural
and natural heritage of
these unique areas.”

The f inal  CUPHAT
project event “Regener-
at ive Tourism in the
Coastal Uplands: Heritage,
Place & Community”
will be an end of project
community conference
on Thursday 6th July
from 10am – 4pm in the
Ashdown Park Hotel ,
Gorey. This event is also
free to attend but regis-
trat ion is  required
through Eventbri te:
https://www.eventbrite.c
o.uk/e/cuphats-end-of-
project-event-t ickets-
662849961077?aff=odd-
tdtcreator. This will be
an opportunity to learn
about the overall project
f indings across the
strands of  tourism
development, microen-
terprise and community
support, engaging com-
munities with their her-
i tage,  ci t izen science
and digital reconstruc-
t ions in Ireland and
Wales. More details will
be released on our web-
si te  and social  media
channels in the coming
days.

Coastal  Uplands:
Heritage and Tourism
(CUPHAT) is funded by
the European Regional
Development Fund
(ERDF) through the

Ireland Wales Co-opera-
t ion Programme. The
project will work with 
a range of community,
local  and national  
stakeholders from Wales
and Ireland,  with
Aberystwyth University
leading the project, and
working in partnership
with University College
Dublin and the Dyfed
Archaeological  Trust .
The project  aims to

showcase the natural and
cultural heritage of four
coastal upland areas in
Ireland (Wicklow and
Blackstairs Mountains)
and Wales (Cambrian
and Preseli Mountains) 
to increase sustainable
forms of tourism within
them, thus leading to 
the creat ion of  more 
sustainable livelihoods,
communities and envi-
ronments.

DIRECTOR OF CARE
FULLTIME PERMANENT POSITION

St Patrick's Missionary Society have a 24 bedded nurse-led unit located in Kiltegan
which is fully integrated in the St Patrick’s community. It offers a friendly and relaxed
environment for its members and staff, all of whom are highly valued and respected. 

Caring services include both long term and respite care within the Care Unit. Recent
developments include an evolving social care service for independent living for the
greater retired Society Membership.

We are recruiting for a Director of Care to lead our care team with the following
requirements:

ESSENTIAL:
• Be registered with the General/Midwifery Division of NMBI or be entitled

to be so registered.
• Minimum of 5 years post graduate experience with a minimum of 2 years 

previous experience in Care of the Older Person within the previous 6 years. 
• Have not less than 3 years’ experience in a management capacity in the 

health and social area. 

DESIRABLE:
• Postgraduate in Gerontology
• Previous experience in care of the elderly in a formal setting 
• Management qualifications in a health-related field
• Gerontology experience.

Excellent terms and conditions of employment for the right candidate.

Closing Date for Application: 7th July 2023
Log onto our website www.spms.org/vacancies for a detailed job description and

details how to apply. For informal queries please contact Dearbhail McKee, 
HR Manager at 059 6484434 or email hrmanager@spms.ie

St Patrick’s Missionary Society is an inclusive employer.

4 CheF de Partie
and

4 CommiS CheFS
required to work with mirha & aliha
Limited  t/a daata at 7 Strand road,

Bray, Co. Wicklow. a98 dC04.

muSt have 2 yearS exPerienCe
SPeCiaLiSing in PakiStani/

indian CuiSine

39 hours per week at €30k p/a.

Contact - 
Fahid Saleem on bray@daata.ie

Wicklow Uplands Council is seeking to recruit a
Coordinator who will be responsible for the
overall operations of Wicklow Uplands Council
including strategic planning; executive 
functions; day to day management and 
facilitating various projects and initiatives within
the Council.

Candidates should have experience in a 
leadership/management role, excellent interper-
sonal skills, experience of the community/
voluntary sector and an interest in natural 
heritage, the environment and sustainability.

Coordinator 

A full job description is available
at our website wicklowuplands.ie/

current-vacancies/

Apply with a CV and cover letter to
info@wicklowuplands.ie

no later than 5pm June 30th

MOWLAM HEALTHCARE

Applications are invited for the
position of Healthcare Assistant
with Mowlam Healthcare. This position 
will be based in our Nursing Home in 
Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for the successful candidate 
to further their career with Ireland's
largest and most respected independent
healthcare provider of quality nursing 
home care in Ireland.

Candidates must possess
*QQI Level 5 in Healthcare or equivalent. 
Job Type: Full time, 39 hours per week
Salary: €27,000 per annum
Location: Kilcoole Lodge Nursing
Home, Lott Ln, Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow

Contact: 
recruitment@mowlamhealthcare.com



• RESIDENTIAL SALES 
• RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 
• PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

087 241 6913
katie@katiechadwick.ie

Sauna is €15 per session. 10 people max. Private booking €120. 
Open: Mon - Thurs 6pm - 9pm, Fri - Sun 9am - 9pm

Email: info@thebarrelsauna.ie   Mobile: 089 4152690

www.thebarrelsauna.ie

We are settling in 
nicely to our beautiful
walled garden in the 
Boatyard, Greystones
Harbour, A63 R721
next to Le Creperie.

10 person sauna with 
covered changing area, 

private cubicles,
showers, plunge tubs 
and drinking water.

Tel: 086 - 863 9548
Wire free alarm systems from €600
Upgrade existing systems from €400

We repair, maintain and upgrade all ex-Phone Watch systems
• 24hr monitoring from €15 p/m with Ireland’s leading monitoring station
Top Security • First class service at competitive cost • Leading products in
CCTV and security equipment • Burgler Alarms • CCTV • Fully 
insured, certified & registered with MSC & PSA governing bodies

www.mbasecuritysystems.ie
Email: mark@mbasecuritysystems.ie

4 Main St., Arklow T: 040232356.  Open 9.30am-6pm 

www.mcmullansarklow.com

SUMMER
RANGES

JUST ARRIVED

NEW

NEED A WEBSITE?
LOOKING FOR A LOGO?

Contact Orla Designs for any of your 
Web and Branding Design needs.

087 126 0591 
hello@orladesigns.ie
orladesigns.ie

Ciaran: 087 191 5480      Shane: 087 605 6326

info@elegantbathrooms.ie

Your dream space comes to reality

www.elegantbathrooms.ie
Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow

Check out our

Facebook page

CONWAY LOCKSMITHS
086 898 5489

FREE DELIVERY*
081 825 2500

• ATTIC INSULATION • FLAT & PITCHED ROOF INSULATION
• COMMERCIAL & AGRICULTURE INSULATION • GRANTS AVAILABLE

• COMMERCIAL & AGRICULTURE INSULATION 
WE HAVE OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE INDUSTRY AND 

TREAT EVERY HOME AS IF IT WERE OUR OWN

FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
CONTACT PATRICK ON: 085 194 1738

www.ifoaminsulation.ie

BRINGING
WARMTH
TO YOUR

HOME

KILMACANOGUE,
CO. WICKLOW

086 828 9390  | smartsatconnect@gmail.com

www.smartsatconnect.ie

KEEPING YOU IN THE PICTURE
• Freesat and Saorview
• Wifi Distribution
• TV / Satellite Installation
• Sky Service
• Rural Broadband / Starlink Broadband
• TV Hanging Systems
• Aerial Removal

NO MOREBILLS!

LOW MAINTENANCE DECKING AND FENCING
Please check out our details on www.deck-fit.ie
Or call Chris for enquiries on 083 881 30 83

Deck-fit.ie
PVC Decking - Fencing

085 185 6320

JKelect r ica landsolar@gmai l .com

Domest ic

Maintenance

Indust r ia l

Cal l  outs

Solar

ALL SEASONS
P AV I N G  &  L A N D S C A P I N G
• Natural Stone • Limestone • Sandstone

• Porcelain • Fencing • Turf Lawns 
• Artificial Grass • Tarmac and Concrete

Call Clive:
01 2875662 or 087 6632074

YO
U

SA
Y I

T, 

W
E S

PRAY I
T

COMPLETE KITCHEN
RE-SPRAYS

Charvey Lane, Rathnew. Tel: 089 2365271

WOOD FINISHES
Specialist Spray Painters in:

• Glass • Timber • Metal • Plastic

E:sprayitireland@gmail.com www.sprayit.ie

www.weatherwiseroofing.ie

Guttering Cleaning
from

€79
Minor Roof Repairs
from

€199

• New Roofs & flat roofs • Facia 
• Soffits• All Roof repairs 
• Guttering
Mobile: 083 480 5879 
Office: 01 901 5501
Email: info@weatherwiseroofing.ie

FREE
QUOTATION
PROVIDED

Hire Scaffolding for a self build need 
scaffolders to build your own scaffolding.
We can provide what you need.

• All areas 
of scaffolding

• Fully Insured 
& VAT 
Registered   

• 20 Years
Experience

Call Ian: 086 174 1292
or Joe: 087 090 58 99
Email: info@ecasl.iewww. leaf2 leaf landscapes. ie

Call Mike on: 085 11 88 081

LANDSCAPINGDRIVEWAY &

Limited
Time offer

30%
Discount

Mike is an Experienced Paving & Landscaping Specialist
Reference Jobs available on Request.

SELF-STORAGE
24hr access own door/key. 

Secure dry storage units/
containers various sizes. Suit house
contents etc. Reasonable rates.

ASHFORD AREA
Tel 086 259 1538

LOCAL BUSINESSLOCAL BUSINESS

LOCAL BUSINESS LOCAL BUSINESSLOCAL BUSINESS

LOCAL BUSINESS LOCAL BUSINESSLOCAL BUSINESS

LOCAL BUSINESS

LOCAL BUSINESS  19times
WicKLoW

L
o

c
A

L

Tuesday 27th June 2023

From 

€49
Call Richard: 087 348 8516  
www.obriensroofingandguttering.ie

From 

€199
Gutters
Cleaned
& Sealed

Roof
Repairs

REASONABLE RATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

ASHFORD
CONTRACT CLEANERS
Mount Alto, Ashford, Co. Wicklow.

Machine and steam cleaning of Tiled and
Timber floors, sealing and Polishing of Floors.

Also carpet cleaning, window cleaning 
and powerwashing.

Telephone: 086 855 4862 tel: 087 610 9128

Anto’s tree

services
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery




