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WE DELIVER! - for 34 years

Planning permission for a €40 million development above
Magheramore Beach has been refused by Wicklow County
Council. The application from Creatively Pacific, a subsidiary
of Oakmount, sought permission for a tourism leisure complex
consisting of 48 'accommodation pods', surf school, gym,
sauna, pool, cinema, bar and restaurant. 

Oakmount are also the

developers behind Bray

Central (Florentine

Centre), the long awaited

shopping cemtre in Bray.

They also recently 

purchased McDaniels

pub and restaurant in

Brittas Bay.

A petition on

Change.org asking

Creatively Pacific to

withdraw their plans and

sell the land to the

Council, on the grounds

that the development

would eradicate winter-

ing grounds for the

Curlew, received over

12,000 signatures. Ninety

submissions were also

made to the Council 

during the planning

process. 

In its decision, the

Council noted the visual

impact of the proposed

development which

would “be injurious to

the unspoilt beach setting

of Magheramore Beach”.

The Council's decision

also stated that the

“Ecological Impact

Assessment carried out

had failed to demonstrate

that the proposed devel-

opment would not have a

significant impact on

locally important natural

habitats, species or

wildlife corridors.”

The Council conclud-

ed that “insufficient 

evidence has been 

submitted to demonstrate

beyond reasonable scien-

tific doubt that the pro-

posed development

would not adversely

affect the integrity of the

of the Magherabeg

Dunes Special Area of

Conservatiuon (SAC).”

A previous owner of

the site, the developer

Nial Mellon, had offered

the 21 acres to Wicklow

Council for free if they

gave him permission for

a bungalow on the site.

The Council refused his

offer.

Welcoming the

Council's decision, John

Brady TD said “I made a

submission outlining

serious concerns that I

had with the proposed

development. In refusing

permission I'm glad that

the arguments that I

along with nearly 100

other submissions had

put forward have been

upheld by the council in

arriving at their decision. 

“I believe that the site

should be protected into

the future, the best way

to do that is for the site to

come into public owner-

ship. Wicklow County

Council had tried to pur-

chase the site before

being sold privately, I

believe the council must

immediately initiate dia-

logue with the owners

with a view of taking

ownership of the site. I

will be also writing to the

Minister for the

Environment, Climate,

Communications and

Transport, Eamon Ryan

and asking him to work

with the council on

securing this important

environmental site.”  

Green Party TD

Steven Matthews, and

Independent councillors

Mary Kavanagh and Peir

Leonard also made sub-

missions to the Council

outlining their concerns.  

Also welcoming the

decision, Minister Simon

Harris said  “Commercial

developers should not be

permitted to come to

Wicklow and build hotel

complexes on the

Wicklow coastline, this

only serves to deny the

Cliona Kavanagh at the 2023 Wicklow County Fleadh in Avoca. Pic: Michael Kelly 

people of Wicklow some

of the most picturesque

land in the county.”

The twenty-three-acre

site will now be the sub-

ject of an appeal if the

developer wishes to avail

of that option or failing

that its future is unclear.
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Street Feast, the national day of street parties and community celebrations, takes place on
Sunday 25th June. Get together with your neighbours to share food and enjoy some conversation
and camaraderie this summer. It doesn't matter if you live in an apartment or house, all you need
is a space to bring people together. Street Feast aims to bring communities together and promote
a sense of togetherness across the country. This is a fantastic opportunity to get to know your
neighbours and create a friendly and welcoming space. Established in 2010, Street Feast has
grown steadily over the years. Last year some 1,000 Street Feast events were held nationwide and
close to 100,000 people took part. Pictured above is a Street Feast in Wicklow. Organisers are
calling on everyone to register their interest on StreetFeast.ie. and get a free party pack which
includes bunting, invitations, posters, stickers and all the information needed to have a brilliant
Street Feast. 

Wicklow man's 
32 Swim Challenge 
On the 16th June Greystones man Danmien Wilder will set off to swim 1km in every county
over one weekend. 

Following on from
completing the first
prone circumnavigation
of Achill Island in 2021
and the first prone pad-
dle crossing of the Irish
Sea from Wicklow to
Wales in 2022, this new
attempt also looks to
complete something that,
as far as he know, has
not been done before.

The effort will  be
made in aid of the RNLI
and Make a Wish. Taking
months of training and
planning, the
effort is
entirely self
run and self fund-
ed all  being done
while having a family
and working a full time
job.

Damien says “If peo-
ple are interested to see
what I am up to they can
follow me on Instagram
(@flowstateswimming)
and if they wish to
donate they can do so
through searching for
'Damien Wildes'  on
iDonate.

North Wicklow RNLI
fundraising branch
recently asked Damien a
few questions about the
challenge:

Q: When and where do
you train?

A: Training for The 32
began last October when
the idea first came about.
. At the moment I'm cov-
ering up to around 35km
a week between the pool
and open water Having a
family and working a
full-time job can make
things quite challenging
but you just end up train-
ing super early or super
late and maximise your
time when you can.

Q: What sort of water
will you be swimming in
across the counties?

A: Rivers, lakes, the
Irish Sea or the Atlantic,
I'll be in each one at one
time or another. Each
brings its own complica-
tion, tides, swell, flow,
temperature, buoyancy
and that's before you add
the complication of
weather. 

Q: The schedule must be
pretty tough...

A: Very hectic partic-
ularly on the first day.
Friday will be a 4.30am
swim in Balbriggan and

we have 14 Counties to
get through so that
equates to 13 1km
repeats. This means less
drive time so less recov-
ery time.Saturday will be
around 11km including 3
2km swims where we
cover 2 counties in a sin-
gle body of water such as
the Barrow for Kildare
and Laois. Sunday is the
shortest day in terms of
swims at about 7km but
with big Counties like
Cork and Kerry to get
through. Our support
crew is in place but safe-
ty during the drive is just
as important as during
the swim so we have to
make sure people are
resting and eating well at
all times. We should fin-
ish in 

Greystones around 6
or 7pm on the Sunday.

Q: What's going to be
harder, all  the swim-
ming or the driving?

A: Probably the driv-
ing. Itís frustrating when
you know you just have
to sit  there and can't
make any ground in the

Damien Wildes 

Free Support Groups for
Leaving CertStudents

Turn2Me is a national mental health charity con-
ducting free online support groups until the end of
June. These support groups will be a space where
young people and parents can share their struggles
anonymously and receive tips on how to deal with
stress, panic attacks and other issues.

The support group for Leaving Certificate stu-
dents runs on Wednesdays at 6pm. The Support
group for Leaving Certificate parents runs on
Thursdays at 6pm.

Greystones Fire Brigade
CPR Challenge

The Greystones Fire Brigade's CPR Challenge
will be held on 10th June at Greystones Fire
Station, Victoria Road, 12 Noon. There will be two
categories to the Greystones Fire Brigade CPR
Challenge - A Rescue Professional category and a
Community category.You can test your skills on the
day or simply try out CPR with professionals. A
BBQ lunch will be provided. You can register your
team here for free:  GreystonesFB@gmail.com.
Donations may be made at: Defibrillators for
Greystones (gofundme.com). Greystones Fire
Brigade manages 18 public access defibrillators
around Greystones. Come along to learn more about
using a defibrillator and to support our Greystones
Firefighters in getting more. Full details and any
queries to 087 804 5651.

National Park
Wildflower Walk 

Take part in a gentle walk on June 11th and
learn how to identify some June wildflowers and
some of their folklore. At the Information Office,
by the Upper Lake, Glendalough. Adults and chil-
dren welcome. No dogs. This event is free of
charge, but please be aware that the Upper Lake
car park (Wicklow Country Council, Eircode
A98W778) has a E4 charge. Booking essential.
Bookings will be taken from Saturday 27th May.
To book, email Wickloweducationcentre
@npws.gov.ie.

Tour de Roundwood

Roundwood and District Athletic Club is ask-
ing you to please support its 'Tour de
Roundwood'fundraising cycle which takes place
on Saturday June 24. Monies raised will help
complete the club's long-awaited new track and
club building. So far Anita McKenna, Brian
Higgins and Sheila Donelon will be embarking on
the 'Tour de Roundwood' cycle challenge to raise
these much-needed funds. "Please support our
summer fundraiser - it would make a huge differ-
ence to the local children to have their own local
track to train on, as well as their own club build-
ing. For details or to register to be one of cyclist
fundraisers please visit https://eventmaster.ie/
event/bLQmU9AHjr 

Whitedoodle Art
Workshops

Whitedoodle Art Workshops (Greystones
Library, 10th June) will explore collage art
inspired by Christ Judges's book,  The Baby
Beast. This book was recently installed as a Story
Trail in Burnaby Park. Please ring 01.2873548 to
book a place. This event is part of Cruinniú na
nÓg. It takes place from 10am to 11:30am. 

Finding Wicklow in the
Virtual Record Treasury

On 15th June in Wicklow Library, Main Street,
Wicklow Town, (6:30pm to 8pm), Hosted by
Wicklow County Archives, this is a special talk
with speakers on a wide range of topics: 

Ciaran Wallace, Deputy Director, Virtual
Record Treasury of Ireland: Ireland's Public
Records: Destruction and Recovery. Brian
Gurrin, Virtual Record Treasury Research
Fellow: Wicklow Records in the Virtual Record
Treasury of Ireland. Catherine Wright, Archivist,
Wicklow County Archives: Local History
Resources at Wicklow County Archives. All are
most welcome. Booking is essential at
archives@wicklowcoco.ie or 0404 67025. 

water. It also means your
shoulders and whole
body cool down so trying
to keep everything loose
and easy will be difficult.

Q: And finally which
swim are you looking
forward to the most?

A: Even I swim there
a l l  the  t ime ,  I ' l l  be

look ing  fo rward  to
Greystones as it will be
the last  swim and I ' l l
ge t  to  see  my wi fe ,
SarahJane,  son Dylan
and Daughter Easkey. 

Scenery wise though,
there's plenty of places
I  haven ' t  swam in  so
just looking forward to
the  adven ture  as  a
whole.

Tel: 286 5057 Fax: 201 4335 www.acmeblinds.com
email: bray@acmeblinds.com  

*12 Month Guarantee on ALL Blinds* 
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‘Government
squeezes Wicklow

taxpayers yet again’

Sarah Gleeson, Ella Roberts and Nicole Humby pictured at the Wicklow Rugby Club's Dinner Dance in Ashtown
Lane, Wicklow 

Independent councillor, Joe Behan has slammed the government for hiking
up the price of fuel on hard pressed Wicklow commuters. 

"It is absolutely incredible
that  this  discredited
Government has decided to
increase the cumulat ive
price of petrol by 21c and
diesel by 16c starting last
Thursday, June 1st," said
Cllr Behan.  
"This increase is coming at
a time of continuing infla-
tion where prices of basic
necessities like food and
clothing are still causing
hardship for many families.
"The impact of this huge
increase will be felt most
keenly by the thousands of
commuters in County
Wicklow who must  use
their cars every day to get
to and from work travelling
up the N11 which the
Green Party has vetoed any
improvements to.  Also
affected will be  hauliers,
taxi drivers, delivery com-
panies and any small busi-
ness that needs transport
for  their  business.  I t  is
another example of  the
aggressive anti-motorist
policies of the Green Party
but sadly it is being facili-
tated by the surrender of
Fianna F·il and Fine Gael,
many of whose supporters
will also suffer from this

fuel  price hike  and the
resulting upward inflation.
"This is  a  Government
which cannot even spend
the money it already has in
its coffers  and boasts about
the surplus of almost €70
billion it will have taken
from the taxpayers over the
next few years.
"At the same t ime,   the
Government has joined
forces with one of the rich-
est  companies on earth,
Apple Inc, to fight for the

right to refuse another €13
billion in corporate taxes
that is due to Ireland.
"We, as a nation, are suffer-
ing a housing and home-
lessness emergency,  a
shockingly inadequate
health service, a serious
shortfall in the number of
Gardai needed to keep our
growing communities safe,
town centres in many
places dying with derelic-
tion and a mental health
crisis which is ruining the
lives of many individual
people and their families.
"Many of these problems
would be solved if  the
money in the public coffers
were put to proper use in
addressing the peopleís pri-
orities. We urgently need a
Government whose
Ministers would put the
peopleís  priori t ies  f irs t
rather than engaging in the
politics of spin, virtue sig-
nalling and self promotion.
"I am hearing every day
from people across County
Wicklow that  this
Government 's  days are
numbered and people can't
wait to pass their verdict as
soon as they get the oppor-
tunity. Tick Tock!"

Cllr Joe Behan 
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NPWS issues summer fire safety appeal
The National Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS) at the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Housing has appealed to the
public not to light fires or barbecues in public
places this summer. 

As they appeal to the public to exercise renewed
care  and responsibi l i ty  when outdoors   the
National Parks and Wildlife Service has increased
ground crews on fire patrol and has ramped up
aerial monitoring with helicopters and drones. 

Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage Darragh O'Brien TD advised: "If you
notice a fire, please call the emergency services on
112 immediately. NPWS teams are upping their
patrols to identify potential fire incidents and act
quickly should one break out. However as we
know, prevention is better than cure, and weíre
asking all members of the public to avoid lighting
fires in open areas." 

Minister of State for Heritage and Electoral
Reform Malcolm Noonan TD commented further:
"Our National Parks and Nature Reserves, coastal
sand dunes, mountains and upland areas, forests,
meadows and urban parks are all places where we
enjoy spending time in nature, but they are also
home to our precious wildlife and their vulnerable
young. This is a really important time of year for
wildlife, especially vulnerable ground-nesting
birds and mammals who are now rearing their

young. We all want to get out and enjoy the good
weather but letís do it responsibly - without putting
nature at risk." 

The Director General of the NPWS, Niall Ó
Donnchú, has also asked for everybody's coopera-
tion to protect nature and said: "While NPWS has
increased ground crews and monitoring from the

air this week, we still need to enlist your help to
protect nature at this high risk time. 

“We ask that members of the public not light
fires or barbecues in any National Parks or Nature
Reserves, or indeed in nature generally.  We are
also asking that the public be vigilant and report
any fire activity without delay."

‘Warm air doesn’t mean warm water’-
advice to reduce your drowning risk

Although air temperatures are
rising, water temperatures are still
cold. Swimming in cold water
can result in the rapid cooling of
muscles needed to swim and stay
afloat.

Swimmers are urged to swim
within their depth, swim briefly
and be mindful that any cooling
of the muscles can make it more
difficult to swim safely. 

Advice to reduce your drown-
ing risk: 

1. Swim within your depth,
stay within your depth and enter
the water slowly to acclimatise as
sudden immersion in cold water
can result in ìcold shockî which

can lead to deep gasping, uncon-
trollable rapid breathing and
panic. 

2. Swim at Lifeguarded water-
ways this weekend ñ locations at
https://watersafety.ie/lifeguards/. 

3. If you cannot get to a life-
guarded waterway, swim in areas
that are traditionally known to be
safe and have ringbuoys available
for rescues. 

4. Never use inflatable toys in
open water as they can be swept
away by currents and offshore
breezes. 

5. Children require close, unin-
terrupted, adult supervision at all
times near water. 

6. Swim within your depth and
stay within your depth. Make sure
that the edges are shallow shelv-
ing so that you can safely and
easily enter and exit the water. 

7. To escape a rip current,
swim parallel to the shore and
then swim back ashore. See
www.watersafety.ie/rip-currents/ 

8. Never swim in quarries or
reservoirs. 

9. Alcohol is a factor in one
third of drownings ñ never mix
alcohol with water activities. 

10. Beware of stranding by
incoming tides. Carry a charged
phone at all times and in an emer-
gency, call 112 and ask for the
Coast Guard. 

11. Always wear a correctly
fitting lifejacket when boating
and have a means of communica-

tion in a waterproof pouch. 
Also, if you see somebody in

trouble in the water: SHOUT -
REACH - THROW

A. SHOUT to calm, encourage
and orientate them

B. REACH with anything that
prevents you from entering the
water (clothing/stick) 

C. THROW a ringbuoy or any
floating object to them

Know The Lifeguard Flags: 
No Lifeguard flag means that

there is no Lifeguard on duty. A
red flag means that a Lifeguard is
on duty but has deemed condi-
tions to be too unsafe to swim.
The red and yellow flags mean a
Lifeguard is on duty and the
Lifeguard is patrolling between
those flags. Visit www.watersafe-
ty.ie for more information. 

Wicklow County Council and Water Safety Ireland are
cautioning people not to underestimate the dangers of
swimming in cold water as the county enjoys fine weather.

Dog owners warned 
of dangers of summer heat

Dogs Trust Ireland is reminding the public to keep their furry friends safe in the sun. The charity is urging owners not
to take any risks when it comes to their dog's safety in hot weather, especially when it comes to exercise.

A veterinary study
commissioned by Dogs
Trust in 2020, found the
most common cause of
potentially fatal heat-
stroke is dogs being exer-
cised by their owners.
This can include dogs
walking, playing, or run-
ning with their owners
and was responsible for
74% of heat stroke cases. 

Over two thirds of
these cases occurred after
simply walking in the
heat so, Dogs Trust is
appealing to owners to
avoid taking their dogs
out during the hottest
times of the day. The
charity recommends

walking dogs early in the
morning or late in the
evening instead.

Common signs of heat-
stroke to watch out for in
dogs include panting
heavily, drooling exces-
sively, appearing lethar-
gic, drowsy, or uncoordi-
nated, vomiting, collaps-
ing or diarrhoea. If 

heatstroke is suspected,
seek veterinary attention
immediately, the sooner
this happens, the better
chance the dog has of
making a full recovery.

Niamh Curran Kelly,
Veterinary and Welfare
Manager, Dogs Trust
Ireland, explains: "Dogs

aren't able to cool them-
selves down as effectively
as people, and they have
to rely on panting or
releasing small amounts
of heat through their paw
pads. When the air and
ground temperatures rise,
it becomes much more
difficult for them to do
this so, they can overheat
very easily. 

"If you think your dog
might be suffering from
heatstroke, it's vital that
you quickly move them to
a cooler location and con-
tact your vet immediately
for advice. Describe your
dog's symptoms to your
vet, while making an

active attempt to cool
them down. Offer them
cool, but not cold, water
to drink and pour small
amounts of room temper-
ature water on their body.
The main goal is to return
their body temperature to
normal as quickly as pos-
sible, but not so quickly
as to cause shock."

Corina Fitzsimons, PR
& Communications
Manager, Dogs Trust
Ireland, continues:
"While many of us look
forward to the warmer
weather, we are able wear
lighter clothes, but dogs
don't have this option.
That's why it's safer to

leave your furry friend at
home in the shade if
you're heading out for a
day in the sun. It's espe-
cially important not to
walk older, overweight or
dogs with squishy faces
in hot weather as it's more
exerting and therefore
more dangerous for them.
For these dogs, even sit-
ting outside in hot weath-
er can lead to heatstroke.
In heatwave weather, we
would advise walking
very early in the morning,
after sunset or avoiding
walks altogether." 

The charity is also
reminding dog owners of
the ever-important mes-

sage; never ever leave
your dog alone in a car on
a warm day. Just a few
minutes in a hot car can
be fatal to your dog, with

temperatures inside rising
from 22 to 33 degrees in
just 10 minutes. Contrary
to what some people may
think, parking in the

shade and leaving win-
dows down, does very lit-
tle to keep temperatures
low, so please don’t put
your dog's life at risk.

People warned not to underestimate the dangers of swimming in cold water

Rory P. Benville B.C.L. 
Brian Robinson B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

State Solicitor
Eilish Bradshaw B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Riverview House
Seapoint Road,
Bray, Co. Wicklow

Personal Injury Lawyers*
Medical Negligence* Catastrophic Injuries*
Workplace Accidents* Road Traffic Accidents*

Trips and Falls*
For professional, confidential and expert legal advice regarding
Personal Injuries suffered, please do not hesitate to contact 

Brian Robinson or Clare-Ann Temple.

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

Tel: 01 276 1330  Fax: 01 276 1336
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie
E-mail: info@benvillerobinson.ie 
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Katelyn Johnson and Leon Kelly were the Outstanding Junior Players
at the recent Wickow Hockey Club Awards Day at East Glendalough
School.  

Pilot community open space
enhancement scheme for Bray
Bray Municipal District has launched a pilot Community Open Space Enhancement Scheme for Public Spaces and
Green Areas in Residential Districts. The Elected Members of Bray Municipal District introduced this new initiative
in order to enhance the community's experience of increased use, and improvement of, public spaces immediate to
their own residential environment.  

A lot of these spaces are often under-
utilised in terms of their intended visual
and social function. Enhancement measures
could include biodiversity enhancement,
planting, community gardens,  seating
areas, play areas, football areas, meeting
areas for young and old to simply meet up.   

Welcoming this  ini t iat ive,  the
Cathaoirleach of Bray MD, Cllr Erika
Doyle, stated: "I would like to encourage

all Residents' Associations within the Bray
Municipal District who have an interest in
exploring the enhancement or functional
improvement of open spaces and to offer a
community space that facilitates pride of
place, fosters positive community engage-
ment to consider submitting an application
under this new scheme." 

Lorraine Gallagher, District Manager,
Bray MD, added: "I am delighted that the

Bray Municipal District Members have
allocated funding for this worthwhile pro-
ject, which is a very innovative approach in
the delivery of improved open spaces by
collaborating closely with residents associ-
ations within the district." 

Application forms and further details can
be requested by emailing BrayMD@wick-
lowcoco.ie  Closing date for receipt of
applications is Friday, 9th June 2023.

Demand grows for Cliff Walk to be
opened as we enter busy summer period 
Aontú Wicklow Representative Seamus Connor has called on Wicklow County Council and Bray Municipal District
to reopen the Cliff Walk from Bray to Greystones as a matter of urgency. 

He said "The reopening
of the Cliff Walk has taken
far too long and it contin-
ues to be closed as we
head into the busy summer
months once more with
thousands of tourists com-
ing to Bray to complete
this beautiful walk. Of
course the safety of the
public has to, and should
always, be the priority but
the fact that for over two
years the Cliff Walk as
been partially or complete-
ly closed is not acceptable
and simply not good
enough." 

He explained; "The
Cliff Walk was partially

closed in March 2021 fol-
lowing landslides on the
Greystones side following
heavy rain. It was then
completely closed at the
end of October 2022, fol-
lowing a very serious rock
fall onto the path on the
Bray side.

"In terms of the problem
of landslides on the
Greystones side the fact
that a lack of staffing
resources within
Greystones Municipal
District is delaying the pro-
cess of acquiring land in
order to move the walk fur-
ther inland and away from
the areas affected by land-
slides is extremely disap-
pointing. The purpose of
local government is to
ensure that appropriate
amenities and services are
delivered to citizens in their
local area. If our Local
Authorities are under-
staffed this needs to be
addressed and rectified
urgently. I acknowledge
that acquiring land can be a
slow and painful process
but after 2 years the public
are rightfully geting frus-
trated by the lack of
progress being made and
need to hear more than just
'discussions are ongoing'

and 'It is taking longer than
expected'.

"In February 2023, con-
tracts were signed for
works to be carried out on
the Bray side which would
stabilize overhead rocks.
This could mean that a sec-
tion of the walk could final-
ly be reopened, though the
full 7km route would still
be impassable due to

remaining issues on the
Greystones side. We are
now nearly in June - 4
months later and there is
still no sign of any progress
with the public still gated
out.

"I visited the Cliff Walk
again at the weekend and
was not surprised to see
members of the public
climbing over the locked

gate. This is an accident
waiting to happen and is
another reason why
Wicklow County Council,
Bray and Greystones
Municipal Districts and our
towns officials need to
make meaningful progress
now to reopen this vital
amenity loved by so
many."

‘Accident waiting to happen’: Aontu represenative Seamus Connor at the
cliff walk in Bray, where a man is climbing over the gate 

€100,000 for biodiversity projects 
Malcolm Noonan TD, Minister of State for Heritage and Electoral Reform, has announced a
combined €2.7m in funding for local biodiversity projects, with €100,000 going to 5 projects
in Wicklow. 

Over € 2.5 mil l ion is  being
awarded to local authorities to
carry out biodiversity projects
through the Local Biodiversity
Action Fund (LBAF) and E193k
is being granted to the natural his-
tory recording community
through the Small  Recording
Grants scheme.

The Local Biodiversity Action
Fund is operated by the National
Parks and Wildlife Service of the
Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage. The
scheme was f irst  launched in
2018. Since then, a total of just
over €6m has been granted to
local  authori t ies  through the
LBAF for projects that support
act ions in the 3rd National
Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP).
This yearís grants will build on

that investment. Minister of State
for Heri tage and Electoral
Reform, Malcolm Noonan TD:
"Given that  i t ís  Biodiversi ty
Week, I’m especially delighted to
announce funding of over €2.5
million for 188 biodiversity pro-
jects. 

“The Local Biodiversity Action
Fund is an enormously impactful
scheme that supports local author-
ities and communities to deliver
on Ireland's national objectives
for nature, from invasive species
to habitat restoration to aware-
ness-raising to surveys and moni-
toring work. 

“As more and more Bio-
diversity Officers join the ranks
of our local authorities, I know
that the benefits for nature and
people that this Fund provides are

only going to grow." 
A total of 188 projects have

been approved across all 31 local
authorities, covering a range of
biodiversity-related activities,
including invasive alien species
control, dune restoration, wetland
surveys and biodiversity aware-
ness and training.

Local  Wicklow projects
approved this year include:
• € 34,170 for the Brittas Bay
Conservation Project
• € 20,000 for restoration and
enhancement of two ponds
• €20,000 for a County Hedgerow
Survey
• €18,830 for a project to connect
communit ies with nature and
encourage local  biodiversi ty
action
• €7,000 for a Bat Survey.

Recycled:
• Screened Topsoil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Topsoil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com
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‘Homelessness fears become
reality as ban on evictions ends’ 
Wicklow Sinn Fein TD John Brady has called for the Government to immediately reinstate
the ban on no fault evictions. His call was made in response to the latest homeless report from
the Department of Housing showing that a total of 298 Adults and children were officially
homeless in the Mid-East region which includes Wicklow in April. 

Deputy Brady said:
"The latest homeless fig-
ures from the
Department of Housing
confirm a high level of
homelessness in
Wicklow.  298 people,
including 157 children
were in Department of
Housing funded emer-
gency accommodation in
the Mid-East region in
April. 

"There has been a sig-
nif icant  increase in
homelessness in the first
month since the ending
of the ban on no fault
evict ions.  I  am con-
cerned that  people in
Wicklow will continue to
face homelessness as the
housing crisis keeps spi-
ralling.

"These figures con-
firm once again that the
Governmentís decision
to end the ban on no
fault  evict ions was

wrong. It also highlights
the fact that they simply
did not have the emer-
gency measures in place
to deal with the ending
of the ban.

"The tenant-in-si tu
scheme is still moving
too slowly. The output of
social  and affordable
homes is too slow. No
addit ional  supply of
social  housing using
emergency planning and
procurement powers has
even been initiated.

“The Government
must immediately rein-
state the ban on no fault
evict ions.  They must
increase and accelerate
the delivery of  social
homes, including a sig-
nificant number of high-
grade modular  homes
delivered with emergen-
cy planning and procure-
ment powers. They must
also provide councils

with additional staff to
speed up the processing
time for the tenant-in-
situ scheme.

"Failure to do this will
see homelessness contin-
ue to rise in Wicklow in
the coming months. The
Government must

change their approach to
this  ever deepening
homeless crisis before
things get even worse.

"The official figures
are alarming on their
own, but it is important
to recognise that these
only represent those in
emergency accommoda-
tion. It does not take into
account those that are
forced to sleep in their
cars, sofa surfing with
friends or family, or who
have been forced to
move home with parents.

"It is clear that ordi-
nary workers and fami-
lies in Wicklow are fac-
ing dire situations due to
the Government's failure
to get to grips with the
housing crisis. Behind
these f igures are real
people who have been
left  distraught by this
Government's poor deci-
sions." 

Minister Pascal Donohoe, Minister Simon Harris, and Jamie Fitzmaurice at the Fine Gael
Breakfast Meeting in the Parkview Hotel, Newtownmountkennedy, last Monday. 

Housing demand driven by Dublin 'doughnut' 
Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore has
pointed to the development model of Dublin
City as a contributing factor to increase
demand in housing in across Co. Wicklow. 

Recently released CSO
figures highlight an
increase in demand for
homes in counties such
as Wicklow, fuelled in
part by lack of homes in
Dublin city and suburbs.
Last week in the Dail the
Social Democrats used
their private members
time to bring forward a
motion on home owner-
ship, in light of dwin-
dling ownership rates for

younger generations. 
Speaking about the

impact of this, Deputy
Whitmore said: "Demand
for housing in Wicklow
has risen in recent years,
reflecting the national
trend. A major contribut-
ing factor to this is that
people who rent in
Dublin, many of them
from the capital them-
selves, cannot afford to
buy there, so have to

look to other counties
such as Wicklow, Meath
and Kildare, if they want
to try and own their own
home. 

"Government are over-
seeing a ëdoughnutí style
of  housing development
by hollowing out the city
centre of any affordabili-
ty and therefor pushing
everyone out to the sur-
rounding areas which is
leading to increase
household prices in
Wicklow. The use of the
build-to-rent model is
also driving people to
Wicklow, many of whom

want to own their own
homes, even if it means
having to leave their
communities. 

"In 2022, for example,
82% of planning applica-
tions in Dublin city were
for build-to-rent, up from
15% in 2018. None of
those homes will  be
available to buy. This
strategy is contributing
to the robbing a genera-
tion of the opportunity of
home ownership.

"As a result we have
to keep on repeatedly
building schools to meet
ever increasing demand,

people cannot get on GP
lists to meet demand
locally,  and there is  a
dearth of facilities. It is
also contributes to addi-
t ional demands being
placed on services in
Wicklow such as
schools, GPs, transport
and public amenities. 

"As my college
Catherine Murphy rightly
pointed out in the D·il
this week tenure type
matters. It is the deter-
mining factor in who
lives in an area and what
kind of services are
needed. The knock on

affect in Wicklow is
obvious, as since getting
into politics I have seen
the demand for school
places across the county
jump year on year. 

"We are developing
our east  coast  as  a
doughnut. We are build-
ing an American car-
dependent capital, which
is completely lacking in
affordability and that is
having a ripple effect on
surrounding counties
l ike ours.   And worse
st i l l ,  we are doing so
based on Government
policy." Jennifer Whitmore TD 

John Brady TD 
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Fianna Fail select
Greystones candidate 

Jack Commons (2nd from left), with his father,  Larry,  fiancée  Zoe O'Shaughnessy,  and brother
Brian.

Greystones Fianna Fáil held its Selection Convention last week for the 2024 Local Elections
2and confirmed local man,  Jack Commons,  as their candidate for the Greystones Municipal
District.

Jack was joined on the
night by Senator Pat
Casey,  Fianna Fáil
Spokesperson on Finance,
Minister for Health,
Stephen Donnelly TD,
Jim O'Callaghan TD,
Fianna Fáil Spokesperson
on Justice,  Cllr. Tommy
Annesley,  Cathaoirleach
Wicklow County Council,
Cllr. Gerry Walsh,
Cathaoirleach Greystones
Municipal District,
Fianna Fáil colleagues,
family members and
friends.

Fianna Fail stated that
Jack comes to his candi-
dacy with a strong local
background and a wealth
of experience.  Jack's
family has been in

Greystones for three gen-
erations.  He and his
fiancée,  Zoe
O'Shaughnessy, are
expecting a baby at the
end of the month,  which
will very shortly make it
four generations of
Commons locally. 

Jack's family connec-
tions run from Newcastle,
through Kilcoole and
Delgany to Greystones. 

Jack is a  member of
the teaching profession,
teaching Mathematics at
second level, and he’s
also had a varied sports
background which
includes playing both
hurling and Gaelic for
Éire Óg Greystones,
Greystones RFC and

Greystones United AFC
from the age of 4.

Minister Donnelly
praised Jack,  saying
“Jack Commons is exact-
ly the kind of young,
exciting and dynamic
candidate Greystones
needs.  He has immense
experience working with
young people through his
years as a teacher of
Mathematics at second
level.  He has also shown
incredible innovation dur-
ing Covid by setting up a
free online grinds system.
Jack established a website
which contained over 50
hours of videos with solu-
tions to every single
Higher Level Maths paper
question for both the

Junior and Leaving
Certificates for the past
ten years.

“Jack is determined to
help build a brighter
future for the town as it
undergoes unprecedented
change and growth.  I am
excited to welcome him
to Fianna Fáil and look
forward to working with
him in the future".

Cllr. Gerry  Walsh has
made the decision not to
put his name forward for
selection to contest the
Local Elections in 2024.
Cllr Walsh said he “wish-
es to warmly welcome
the Fianna Fáil candidate
selection of Jack
Commons.  It is both
encouraging and refresh-
ing to see a young person
of Jack's calibre, putting
themselves forward for

Minister for Public Expenditure Pascal Donohoe and Minister for Justice Simon Harris are pictured with Evanne, Barry and
Emma Cahill at the Fine Gael breakfast meeting in the Parkview Hotel last Monday, 29th May. 

€1m Community Fund open for nominations
A €1 million community fund has opened for nominations of 
charitable organisations with a closing date of 14th June.

AIB will allocate €700,000 to charities chosen by its customers and the
public, while €300,000 will be donated to charities chosen by the bank's
employees. In total, 70 charities will benefit across five regions - Munster,
Ulster, Greater Dublin, the rest of Leinster, and Connacht.  Nomination forms
and more details can be accessed at www.aib.ie/community.

Pictured are Lizzy Carroll (left) with Stuart and Aoife Crowley holding Stan
at Dogs for the Disabled, who received funds from the AIB Community €1
Million Fund in 2022. Photo by Cathal Noonan.

Greystones development refused
as town exceeds target population

Wicklow Council has refused Cairn planning permission to build 98 houses at Coolgad, Greystones. The reason for
refusal is that Greystones has exceeded its population target for 2028 and thus there is no need to build on peripheral
greenfield sites on the edge of town, even if they are zoned residential. 

Cllr Derek Mitchell (FG) said, "Last
year's Census showed that the population
was 300 below the target of 21,727. There
are over 1,000 houses with permission,
many being constructed, so when occupied
the population will be at least 23,000, prob-
ably 24,000. 

"Cairn have applied on the same, but
larger, site for 586 houses as a Strategic
Housing Development to Bord Pleanala in
April 2022 but no decision has yet been
made.

"There has been a huge expansion of
Greystones but this is the first time I have

seen a refusal based on being over target
population. The challenge for the local
authority is to get the infrastructure, trans-
port and budget to support all this develop-
ment."

These population targets come from
Government & Regional Policy and

Applications invited for €16m
Outdoor Adventure support fund

Fine Gael Minister Simon Harris has encour-
aged people to submit applications to the
2023 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme (ORIS). 

The ORIS will aim to
boost rural and adven-
ture tourism and wil l
focus on supporting out-
door activities such as
walking, hiking, cycling,
swimming,  kayaking,
sailing, paragliding and
kite-surfing.

Speaking last week,
Minister Simon Harris
said, "The facilities and

amenities we are deliver-
ing under this scheme
are making a real differ-
ence in communit ies
across rural Ireland, and
I want to see County
Wicklow benefi t t ing
from this  as  much as
possible. 

The scheme wil l
invest in and develop our
natural amenities such as

our mountains,  lakes,
rivers, beaches and for-
est walks. Both new and
existing projects funded
under the scheme will be
designed to develop the
health and wellbeing of
the communit ies in
which they are located
and will also add value
from a tourism perspec-
tive.” 

Contractor to be appointed soon for
Bray Dart station upgrade works 

Chief Executive of Irish Rail Jim Meade has confirmed that tenders are
currently being assessed for upgrade works to Bray Dart Station.

In response to a Parliamentary Question from Catherine Murphy TD, seeking infor-
mation about the retrofitting and restoration of Bray train station, Mr Meade said, “The
National Transport Authority/Wicklow County Council (WCC) project which will
upgrade the current Station forecourt/Bus connect area was due onsite late September
2022, however this was delayed to Covid 19. Wicklow County Council went out to ten-
der for the works contract and have advised that they are currently assessing the tenders.
They envisage to be in a position to appoint a contractor this month. A start date will be
finalised once the contractor is appointed and WCC expect works to commence at the
end of Q3 or early Q4 of this year. The land is currently being transferred to WCC and
they should be in a position to provide an update when the Contractor is appointed. 

“There are currently 2 retail outlets in Bray station, a kiosk unit which closed before
Christmas with the closure of AMT Coffee, and Insomnia will be re-opening this unit
later this month. The other unit is a mini market/general convenience store, and this is
trading. The toilets will be retrofitted to modern standards, we have just received the
tender returns and envisage to be on site in July/August.”

election to public office.
As recipient of a
Greystones Municipal
District Young
Entrepreneur of the Year
Award 2022 for his online
maths grinds website,  I
have known Jack to be a
young man of high intel-
lect, integrity , with a
breadth of understanding

and empathy.  I wish him
well in his forthcoming
local election campaign.”

Minister Donnelly paid
tribute to outgoing Cllr.
Walsh saying,  "Gerry has
been an immense force
for good for the people of
Greystones over the past
10 years.  He has worked
tirelessly on behalf of his

constituents both in the
town and across the coun-
ty during his time in
office.

"At all times Gerry has
remained an absolute gen-
tleman to deal with.  His
door has always been
open to offer help and
advice.  Gerry will be
sorely missed,  not just by

me,  but also by his con-
stituents,  as he has been a
fantastic servant to his
community.  

“I would like to wish
him well in his well
earned retirement from
politics.  He may be leav-
ing,  but he and the
impact he has had certain-
ly won't be forgotten.”
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Wicklow communities invited to explore Archive Network 
An event was held in Wicklow last Wednesday to mark a new chapter for the award-winning
Irish Community Archive Network (iCAN), the leading organisation championing and sup-
porting community archives in Ireland.

Pictured at the iCAN event are: Back, left to right Dr Martina Moloney, Chairperson of the Heritage
Council, Conor McDermott, Glendalough Heritage Forum, Lorna Elms, Development Officer, iCAN,
Oonagh McElligott, Donard Imaal History Group, Lynn Scarff, Director of the National Museum of
Ireland, Virginia Teehan, Chief Executive of the Heritage Council, Sheena Gogarty, Delgany Tidy
Towns (Delgany Heritage Village), Maurice McGuire, The Medieval Bray Project, Therese Hicks, The
Medieval Bray Project, Pat Reid, Glendalough Heritage Forum, Karen Allison, Donard Imaal History
Group, Graeme Warren, Glendalough Heritage Forum; Front, left to right: Mary Hargaden, The
Medieval Bray Project, Catherine Wright, County Wicklow Archivist, Deirdre Burns, County
Wicklow Heritage Officer, Gerlanda Maniglia, County Wicklow Local Studies Librarian, Cllr John
Snell, Wicklow County Council, Joan Kavanagh, Glens of Lead, Colin Love, Greystones Tidy Towns
(Ancient Rathdown)

Since 2009, iCAN has
supported the creation 
of  33 onl ine digi ta l
archives in Clare, Cork,
Galway, Mayo, includ-
ing 7 in Co Wicklow.
Over 180 volunteers are
involved in managing
and supporting the exist-
ing community archives. 

iCAN was established
by the National Museum
of Ireland and has been
developed in partnership
with participating local
authori ty  Heri tage
Officers and with sup-
port  f rom Creat ive
Ireland.  The Heri tage
Council is joining iCAN
as a new funding part-
ner, which will facilitate
an expansion of the ini-
t ia t ive and the iCAN
team. Together,  they
have ambitions to sup-
port the development of
at  least  80 digi ta l

archives across Ireland
by 2028.

iCAN community
archive websi tes  are
contr ibutory,  which
means that anyone, any-
where in the world can
contribute their photos,
maps, letters, records,
stories and documents to
help build the collec-
tions. 

As well as document-
ing information about
local heritage sites, tra-
ditions and well-known
local  people ,  the
archives are also a valu-
able source for genealo-
gy and ancestry projects.

Many of the archives
also include oral histo-
r ies  and videos and
valuable resources such
as local 'census' docu-
ments  dat ing from
before the Famine, and
visitors can access digi-

Luna Keenan, Fionn Oireachtaigh and Sean Bailey at the 2023 Wicklow County Fleadh in Avoca. 

Community encouraged to get
involved in Heritage Week

Heritage newcomers, enthusiasts and experts of all ages in county Wicklow are being invited
to register in-person events and digital projects for inclusion as part of National Heritage
Week 2023.

National Heritage Week, which
will run from Saturday, 12th August
to Sunday, 20th August, has become
one of Wicklow's, and indeed
Ireland's, largest cultural
events.Events and digital projects
can now be uploaded via the
Organisers' Portal on www.heritage-
week.ie. 

For an opportunity to be promot-
ed in local media in the run up to
National Heritage Week, you should
submit your event before 15th June,
though events may be submitted up
to the beginning of National
Heritage Week on 12th August.
Digital heritage projects should be
submitted by 22nd August. 

In-person events can consist of
walking tours, lectures, film screen-
ings, exhibitions, craft workshops or
other interactive activities. Digital
project formats may vary from
online talks or exhibitions, to videos,
podcasts, presentations or blogs, a
dedicated website or social media
account.

Living Heritage is defined as the
"practices, knowledge and skills that
have been passed from one genera-

tion to the next and are still in use
today". Events and projects might
involve the exploration of the tradi-
tions of hurling, camogie or
Gaelic/Ladies football; a deep dive
into the beauty of traditional Irish
music, dancing or singing; the
preservation of our crafts and skills
such as Traveller tinsmithing, lace
making and basket weaving; the
showcasing of our built heritage tra-
ditions such as thatching, lime plas-
tering and dry-stone walling. 

Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County
Council, Cllr Tommy Annesley, stat-
ed: "National Heritage Week is
always a hugely popular part of the
events calendar for County Wicklow
and is a wonderful way for commu-
nities and individuals to shine a light
on their local place and their local
efforts to protect their natural and
built heritage."   

Wicklow County Council Chief
Executive, Emer O'Gorman, re-iter-
ated Wicklow County Council's sup-
port for National Heritage Week as a
means of promoting and celebrating
our living heritage through demon-
strations, music, re-enactments,

tours and talks, saying: "National
Heritage week 2023 will create truly
memorable experiences for domestic
tourists and locals alike across the
country." 

Chair of the Heritage Council,
Martina Moloney, explained: "As
well as living heritage, we also want
to encourage event and project
organisers to view built and natural
heritage through the lens of cultural
heritage this year. There are back
stories to every holy well and ruin
across the country, traditions associ-
ated with our pilgrim paths and their
beautiful natural heritage, and skills
associated with our water heritage,
from currach making to seine boat
building to snap net fishing. As cus-
todians of this heritage, it is incum-
bent on all of us to examine how we
can preserve, sustain and share these
unique skills, traditions, art forms
and ways of life, while engaging
contemporary audiences." 

For advice on hosting and pro-
moting events in county Wicklow
contact Deirdre Burns, Wicklow
County Council's Heritage Officer at
dburns@wicklowcoco.ie.

ta l  and searchable
archives relating to spe-
cific graveyards, town-
lands, and even houses -
which in  turn gives a
unique and valuable
insight  into family
records.  

The diaspora uses the
iCAN community
archives to connect with
local  groups,  who in
turn assis t  with their
family history enquiries.
These connections fre-
quently result in visits to
Ireland with the local
group bringing visitors
to ancestral homes and
graves and re-connect-
ing them with unknown
or lost family members. 

Several  of  the
archives also have vol-
unteers who are based
abroad in countries such
the US and Australia.
The iCAN network has
been visited 2,244,000
times by visitors from
215 countries, or 16,000
cities, across the world -
more than 5,750,000
pages of Irish heritage
content  have been
explored.

Members of the iCAN
network from around the
country gathered in
Wicklow yesterday to
celebrate the continued
expansion of  the net-
work.

Speaking at the event
in Wicklow, volunteer,
Karen Allison, Donard
Imaal History Group, Co
Wicklow said; "For any-
body out there who is
interested in local histo-
ry, in their community,
iCAN is fabulous and
the support is incredible.

Weíre learning so much
about our area, and we
now have an archive
where history is being
kept forever and that is
the important thing." 

Deirdre  Burns,
Heri tage Off icer,
Wicklow said;
"Wicklow County
Council is delighted to
be involved in this ini-
tiative. Our participation
in ICAN is helping us to
deliver on actions of the
County Wicklow
Heritage Plan by creat-
ing a living archive for
county Wicklow, a way
to connect  landscape,
people, and places. As
an open access digital
platform, it is transfor-
mative for all involved,
supporting the work of
local communities and
giving them the tools to
curate the heri tage of
their local area and to
share this with the glob-
al Wicklow diaspora." 

Chief  Execut ive of
the Heri tage Council ,
Virginia Teehan, said:
"Volunteer  archivis ts
can so of ten be the
unsung heroes of a com-
munity, doing incredible
work to  safeguard
knowledge, collections,
stories and local history.
The information they
gather and preserve is
crucial in providing peo-
ple with a broader sense
of themselves and where
they come from, and
The Heritage Council is
proud to be in position
to contr ibute  to  this
important work." 

Lorna Elms,
Development  Off icer

with iCAN, said; "iCAN
provides volunteers with
practical and technical
training to support them
as they establish a digi-
tal archive for their local
community. 

“The work being car-
ried out by volunteers
around the country to
create  and maintain
these rich repositories is
so valuable .  They’re
documenting local histo-
ry and heritage in a spe-
cial way that brings peo-
ple from all generations
together  to  celebrate ,
record and preserve their
shared history, and to
enjoy a shared pride of
place." 

In 2020,  iCAN was
awarded the ëBest

Network of  Archives
Awardí  a t  the highly
competi t ive UK and
Ireland Community
Archive and Heri tage
Group (CAHG) Annual
Awards. 

Individual members
of  the iCAN network
have also been the recip-
ients of county, national
and international awards
for their heritage work
and projects.

Members of the pub-
lic are invited to visit,
contribute to and to vol-
unteer with the digital
archives  in  the Ir ish
Community Archive
Network (iCAN). 

The ful l  l is t  of
archives is available at
ouririshheritage.org 

After a successful week of shows in the Mermaid Arts Centre,

Action Arts Stage School
(established 2001) is running three weeks of

SUMMER CAMPS
for children aged 5-12!

To sign up, email Aoife at amacting19@gmail.com

Camp One: 3rd- 7th July, 1:30pm-5:00pm, 
Villa Pacis Bray - €90

Camp Two: 10th-14th July, 1:30pm-5:00pm, 
Villa Pacis, Bray - €90

Camp Three: 31st July- 4th August, 
Presbyterian Hall,Greystones -€90

With new owner, Aoife Morrison 
at the helm, this fun-filled camp will 
focus on confidence boosting, team 
building, and self expression through 
Drama, Song, Dance, Arts & Crafts 
and  lots of interactive and fun activities. 
With friendly and supportive staff, each child will be 
welcomed and encouraged to shine! First responder on site.
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Wicklow Older
People's Council

reconnect at AGM  
Over 120 older people from across County Wicklow attended the annual general meeting of
the Older People's Council. This was first such event to be held since pandemic restrictions
forced the postponement of the 2020 AGM.

Outgoing Chair of
County Wicklow Older
People's Council, Mai
Quaid, welcomed the new
Chair of the Wicklow Age
Friendly County Alliance,
Emer O'Gorman, Chief
Executive of Wicklow
County Council, to the
even in the Glenview
Hotel on Friday last (26th
May). Both welcomed the

attendance from a wide
range of community
groups and networks
across the county.

Mai Quaid said that it
had been a challenging
few years for older people
stating: "There have been
a lot of changes since the
last AGM in 2019. But it
has been a busy and pro-
ductive few years for the

Older People's Council
Executive with new faces
and structures at the Age
Friendly Ireland
Programme and on the
Wicklow Age Friendly
County Alliance. The
OPC Executive team in
County Wicklow have
been working closely with
the members of the
Alliance to develop this Age Friendly Ambassador for County Wicklow Senator Pat Casey, Martina Cronin, Peter Prunty and

Pat Brennan at the County Wicklow Older People's Council AGM in the Glenview Hotel.    

new five-year strategy to
make County Wicklow a
great place to grow old."  

Staff from the multi-
agency Wicklow Age
Friendly County Alliance
attended the event to pro-
vide information on ser-
vice and supports for
older people, including:
Heath Service Executive,
An Garda Siochana,
Citizens Information
Services, County
Wicklow Libraries
Services, Local Sports
Partnership, County
Wicklow Partnership,
Bray Area Partnership
and the Public
Participation Network. 

Chief Executive of
Wicklow County Council
and Chair of the Wicklow
Age Friendly County
Alliance, Emer
O'Gorman, said:
"Wicklow County
Council has made signifi-
cant progress in embed-
ding an age friendly
approach to all of its
work and is committed to
the Age Friendly
Programme in the county.
As Chair of the Wicklow
Age Friendly County
Alliance, I can confirm
that the other Agencies
represented on the
Alliance are also commit-
ted to implementing the
new Wicklow Age
Friendly County Strategy,

Margaret Birchall, Emer O'Gorman (Chief Executive of Wicklow County
Council) and Deirdre Priestly.      

The County Wicklow Older People's Council committee at the AGM in the Glenview Hotel.     

for 2023-2027, and it is
great to see so many of
them here today to con-
nect with the older people
they serve." 

Senator Pat Casey, Age
Friendly Ambassador for
County Wicklow, stated:
"Older People's Councils
play a vital role in repre-
senting the authentic
voice of older individuals
throughout the country.
They provide valuable
advice to agencies and
service providers, on the
services and facilities that
older people need in their
communities. In County
Wicklow, the Older
People's Council is the
channel for that voice,
and an active participant
on the Wicklow Age
Friendly County
Alliance." 

Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County
Council, Cllr Tommy
Annesley, emphasised: "It
important that we honour
diversity in our older
population, listen to the
voices that represent
diverse groups and differ-
ent locations - both urban
and rural." 

The World Health
Organisation 'Age
Friendly Cities and
Counties Programme' has
been running for nearly
15 years and has been
implemented by all 31
Local Authorities in
Ireland. The programme
is built on the recognition
of the valuable role that
older people can and
should play in shaping
their communities for the
better and it aims to make
Ireland a truly great place
in which to grow old. 

Alice Corbett,
Regional Manager
Southeast, for Age
Friendly Ireland, provid-
ed an update on the new
operating guidelines,
developed by the
National Network of
Older Peopleís Councils.
She commended County
Wicklow's innovative and
creative approach to mak-
ing Wicklow a great place

Hilary Taylor, Betty Kelly and Alice Corbett       

in which to grow old and
called on older people,
over 55, to volunteer for
active engagement with
the OPC Executive, to
support the implementa-
tion of the actions in the

new Strategy. County
Wicklow residents, aged
over 55, who would like
to find out more about to
volunteering for active
engagement with the
Older Peopleís Council

Executive group should
contact the County
Wicklow Age Friendly
Programme Manager,
County Wicklow, by email
at : agefriendly@wick-
lowcoco.ie 

Inspector Colm Corrigan, Mai Quaid (outgoing Chair of County Wicklow
Older People's Council), Emer O'Gorman (Chief Executive of Wicklow
ounty Council and Chair of the Wicklow Age Friendly County Alliance),
and Samantha Seabrooke. 
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A farewell to John Dillon
Pres woodwork teacher retires after 42 years 

John Dillon (left) with art teacher Clifton Rooney. 

After about 42 years teaching he's finally had enough. How does anybody last that long? If you knew John Dillon, you'd
agree it's only with a smile, and a grin that it can be done. "Don't take it too seriously", he'd often say, "Sure this isn't work
lads - I've worked on the sites now that's hard work!" Teachers often debate about vocation, meaning, influence, learning,
professional matters and so on, but if you were to ask John about the most important thing in teaching, he'd likely say "the
cheque every second Thursday". And that's not being glib. John knows what's important and what's not. Maybe that's how
he survived so long with a smile firmly planted on his face. 

John Dillon 

As a teacher, speaking
about another teacher, it's
always a funny thing. You
don't really know if they
are good, bad or indiffer-
ent because you don't get
taught by them. What I
can say is that John is a
marvellous person and a
great friend. I've not really
known John that long.
Maybe 15 years or so, but
I remember well one of
my earliest memories of
him. I had just joined the
school from Loreto. I was
working out of a small
prefab that may have even
been older than John him-
self! A few days earlier, he
had shown me a service
tunnel that ran under the
main school for mainte-
nance. It was a dark and
grimy place full of detri-
tus. He came into my pre-
fab and pointed out the
buckling floor. Years of
moisture from the sink
had obviously caused it to
warp badly. He announced
his position, Health and
Safety Officer for

Presentation College, and
with that warned me of
the imminent danger to
my students. He told me
that the service tunnel lay
directly underneath that
sink (which it didn't) and
that that floor could fall
through any minute right
down into the tunnel with
a drop of over 10 ft. He
told me I couldn't bring
students into the class-
room with such a glaring
safety infringement. 'What
kind of place have I come
to?' was all I could think. I
marched straight to the
principal, to express my
disgust with the safety in
my classroom. Gerry, the
principal at the time,
explained that I had been
'got'. It took me 10 years
before I 'got' him back!

I've learned a lot from
John over the years. While
I could never call John a
'wise elder', he always cut
straight through the non-
sense. 

One of the first things
you'll notice in his wood-

work room is that there
are no chairs, about which
I of course enquired.
“Well Clifton, it's like this,
they're not here to sit
around, they're here to
work” - and work they do.
John brought 75 3rd year

students through Junior
cycle this year alone!

As a woodwork teach-
er, John has always taken
safety very seriously. But
again, in a manner befit-
ting John, he is not heavy-
handed in his method. His

oblique techniques are far
more memorable than
reading the text of a safe-
ty sheet. One such
involves a glass jar in
which a rotting, gnarled
carrot is sitting. The jar is
neatly labelled 'Fingers'.
This jar is presented at the
beginning of each year to
remind students where to
place their fingers should
they lose one. 

But accidents do occur;
both in the woodwork
room and in every other
corner of the school. I've
more than once had the
need to call for Johnís
help, and his 'old school'
demeanour melts to that
of a kindly nurse. I've
watched him wheel stu-
dents up the corridor on a
swivel chair, attend emer-
gencies on the fields and
administer lifesaving
assistance in the school
and beyond. 

In more recent times,
new specifications and
courses have not phased
John in the slightest. The
new Junior Cycle has
introduced all sorts of

new terminology, one of
which is 'Learning
Intentions'. needless to say
there are many of them,
and they can get very spe-
cific and confusing. John
has had one and only one
intention for all classes:
'Learn to Listen'.  

He never embraced the
computer. But he was
truly 'old school'. He took
his roll by hand. I input
his exam results from
what he calls his 'slate'; a
piece of wood with each
student's name written on
it alongside their results
for three years. And
emails...he has never once
read a school email. Last
time we checked in to see
how many were unread, it

was in the tens of thou-
sands. I asked him how he
felt about it: “delighted!
Sure, think of the amount
of time I would have
spent reading all of
them!”  

John isn't just a teacher,
though. He's mad about
his (I know family should
follow here) Öcars. He
has rebuilt from scratch a
Ford Escort Mark II and
also helped to rebuild an
original early 1900s Ford
Hearse. While most would
bring this to shows and
speak about its history,
John likes to drive around
at Halloween in it. In the
back, is a coffin (that he
of course built) fitted with
a remote control Velux

window opener in which
there is a mannequin. 

John has always cut
through the nonsense. And
maybe this ability is what
has enabled him to remain
so positive, so energetic
and so happy - or maybe
it's just how he recharges
at the weekend. I don't
know how often he's told
me on a Monday morning:
'great weekend, drove to
Cork and back Friday
night, down to Wexford
and back Saturday and off
to Ballybackarse on
Sunday.” “What were you
doing, John?” “Dancing,
windsurfing, rallying.
John's a man who lives
life fully. It'll continue far
beyond Pres.

Theatrical Media and Fashion Makeup Blackrock Further Education Institute students Chaeli
McCarthy from Rathdrum and Ciara Kelly from Tinahely

Greystones principal receives Teachers Inspire Award

Ruairi Farrell, principal of Greystones Community College, with author
Louise O’Neill and broadcaster Miriam O'Callaghan

Ruairi Farrell, principal of Greystones Community College, has
received the prestigious Teachers Inspire Ireland Desmond Award. At
a special ceremony in Dublin City University, hosted by RTE
Broadcaster Miriam O'Callaghan, Mr. Farrell was recognised for the
inspirational role he played in the lives of his students, alongside three
other teachers from across Ireland.  

Mr. Farrell was nomi-
nated by past pupil Ciara
Nolan who was struggling
with an eating disorder
during her time in school.
Mr. Farrell took action
and made an appointment
for then 17-year-old Ciara
to see a counsellor, which
helped her get the help she
needed. 

Ciara says: "Mr. Farrell

would always pull you
aside if he thought you
were having a bad day,
and really took the time to
sit and listen to anything
you had to say." With his
help and support Ciara
said that Mr. Farrell saved
her both mentally an phys-
ically. 

Organised and run by
Dublin City University,

Teachers Inspire is an
Ireland-wide initiative that
seeks to 

celebrate teachers and
recognise the transforma-
tive role they play in our
lives and in our communi-
ties. 

Acclaimed Author,
Louise O'Neill, returned
as this year's curator and
host of the Teachers

Inspire podcast where she
spoke to some of the
nominees about the chal-
lenges they faced at
school and how 

their teachers helped
them overcome them. On
her involvement with the
Teachers Inspire initia-
tive, 

Louise said: "It is an
honour to curate and host
the Teachers Inspire pod-
cast once again. I have
loved and felt immensely
privileged to listen to and
to share the stories of the
nominators and nominees
from across Ireland.
Coming from a family of
teachers, I have seen first
hand how much love, pas-
sion and effort goes into
the job, and every single
teacher deserves to be
recognised for the work
that they do when it
comes to shaping the lives
of future generations."

The Teachers Inspire
initiative is generously
supported by a philan-
thropic donation from Mr.
Dermot Desmond.
Commenting on the ini-
tiative, Mr. Desmond
said: "In all that they do,
teachers have a profound-
ly positive influence on
the lives of our children
and young people. They
are true heroes of Irish
society. For that reason, I
have been genuinely
delighted to support the
Teachers Inspire initiative
since it launched in 2019.

I want to congratulate this
year's worthy recipients
and indeed, every teacher
who was nominated."

Professor Anne Looney,
Executive Dean of Dublin
City University's Institute
of Education, said:
"Teachers Inspire cele-
brates the incredible con-
tribution teachers make to

young people and their
communities across
Ireland. The podcast has
received a huge response,
and to listen to the
remarkable stories of
teachers influencing lives
in such positive and pro-
found ways, is truly
inspiring. These stories are
part of Ireland's great

teaching heritage and our
reputation for producing
some of the best teachers
in the world. These are the
stories that inspire the
next generation of teach-
ers - especially the thou-
sands studying with us in
DCU Institute of
Education, and the many
more who apply each year

to join our teacher educa-
tion programmes. And
these stories are also a
reflection of the calibre
and status of teachers and
teaching in Irish society.
We need to keep telling
these stories: our children
and young people deserve
great and inspiring teach-
ers." 

By Clifton Rooney, Pres Bray art teacher
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BIFE Erasmus+, the experience of a lifetime
My experience with Erasmus+ in Malaga was undoubtedly the best I've
ever had. It helped me realize that the small, quaint town I'm used to is
not the only place in the world. I would love to go back in time and do it
all over again.

Abby Goodwin in Malaga 

I was assigned to Alina
Saginbaevas Real Estate
agents to complete my
work experience as I am
currently enrolled in the
Bray Institute of Further
Education (BIFE)'s legal
administration program.
They treated me with the
utmost respect and profes-
sionalism. We completed
things including making
PowerPoint presentations,
scanning documents,
researching their website,
and assisting them with
adding contacts to their
phonebook. Although the
language barrier made
things a little challenging,
they were very understand-
ing and did their best to
guide us. I really liked
working here, and I'd cer-
tainly suggest their compa-
ny for further Erasmus stu-
dents.

Here comes the fun part.

What transpired after our
days in work. The Spanish
culture is very intriguing
and distinct from Irish cul-
ture, including their cui-
sine. Personally, I'm used
to having a roast beef din-
ner and a rasher sandwich
for lunch. In Spain, things
are really different. They
provide a meal called
"Tapas," which consists of
a few finger-sized bits of
food to keep you satiated. 

We also had the oppor-
tunity to observe Semana
Santa, also known as Holy
Week, a significant aspect
of Spanish culture. We ini-
tially found it strange since
we assumed the people
were dressed as Ku Klux
Klan members, but they
actually represent the
numerous brotherhoods
that take part in the proces-
sions. The music was
excellent, and it was

engaging. People travel
from all over the world to
view the Semena Santa,
therefore, if you have a
dinner reservation, make
sure to leave 30 to 40 min-
utes early to allow for nav-
igating through the crowds. 

We also had the chance
to travel to new destina-
tions thanks to the Erasmus
program organised by
BIFE, such as Gilbrafrao,
which required a strenuous
hike to the summit of a
mountain. I climbed this
mountain twice, and I must
admit that the second time
was much better because it
was at night and the sun
wasn't scorching us. We
also went to nearby seaside
town of Nerja, which was
fantastic. We took a stroll
along the beach, had din-
ner at a restaurant with an
excellent view of the
ocean, and then went down
to the water's edge to sun-
bathe for a while. We also

went to Frigiliana, which
had a stunning view of
Malaga as its entirety.
They had a boat trip
planned for us as well; just
remember to pack a
jumper because it gets
chilly on the boat. We
enjoyed ourselves so much
that we had a few beers on
the boat and met a lot of
Erasmus students from
Ireland's Donegal region.
We all became extremely
close, and I've kept in
touch with the Erasmus
trip participants to this day.
Even though I'm not a
morning person and sever-
al of these trips required us
to rise early, I'd definitely
do it again. It was quite
easy to get out of bed
when the sun was shining
through your window
when you first woke up. 

We enjoyed going out to
clubs like "bubbles" and
"Bambu," but "Sala Gold"
was our absolute favourite.
We spent a lot of evenings
here drinking, having a
great time, and dancing to
Spanish tunes, which I'm
still listening to now that

I'm at home. The tradition-
al dancing in Irish clubs is
just leaping up and down
and pumping our fists in
the air, but Spanish danc-
ing is completely different;
it's all in the hips. I have to
say that Spanish clubs are
far superior to Irish clubs.

I've learned a lot from
this Erasmus trip, includ-
ing the importance of
wearing sunscreen and that
you should seize every
opportunity that comes
your way because you
never know when it might
turn out to be the best
experience of your life. I
almost declined this oppor-
tunity because I didn't
want to take any more time
off work, but I urge you to
take that time off and go
enjoy life instead. 

As the BIFE teachers
instructed us, "make sure
to have fun as well as
working," I can assure you
that we most definitely did.
I want to thank everyone
in BIFE for this wonderful
experience. I will undoubt-
edly always treasure those
memories.

'Clarity needed on Blessington Community College accommodation’ 
Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore is calling on the Department
of Education for clarity on the provision of temporary classroom
accommodation at Blessington Community College for the September
intake of First Year students.

Students from Rathdown School - Class of 2023 - at Graduation Day. Picture: Jason Clarke

At a meeting in late
February, TDs and local
representatives were told
by the Blessington
Community College
teaching staff and Parents
Association that the
school would need an
additional six classrooms
to accommodate the large
number of First Year stu-
dents due to start sec-
ondary school in
September 2023.
Following this meeting
the school received confir-
mation from their patron
KWETB that these six
additional classrooms had

been approved by the
Department of Education.

"Blessington Comm-
unity College have been
waiting over three months
for details about the
arrival of these six addi-
tional classrooms which
are urgently needed for
this September. We have
repeatedly asked the
Department of Education
for a timeline for this pro-
ject and now with only a
few days left in the school
year we still donít have a
start or completion date
for this project," com-
mented Deputy Whitmore.

"The lack of clarity or a
confirmation that these
classrooms will be in
place and ready for stu-
dents at the start of the
new school year is caus-
ing a huge amount of anx-
iety among parents and
students in Blessington
and the surrounding area.
I am calling on the
Department of Education
to take immediate action
and offer the community
here some reassurance
that there will be room for
their children when they
start school in
September," added

Deputy Whitmore.
Social Democrats

Local Area Represent-
ative for West Wicklow,

Deirdre McCormack
remarked, "we were
delighted at the announce-
ment in April that
Blessington Community
College had been
approved to be developed
into a 1,000 student
school. This was fantastic
news for our growing
community here in

Blessington but our atten-
tion really needs to be
focused on this September
and the urgent need for
these six additional class-
rooms.

"Starting Secondary
School is a big step for
young people and their
parents. They should be
looking forward to this

new start instead of anx-
iously waiting to hear if
there will be enough
classrooms for them in
September."

Deputy Whitmore con-
cluded: "We have been
working with the parents,
teachers and school 
staff at Blessington
Community College since

February and their deter-
mination and commitment
to ensuring that this
school gets the facilities it
needs must be applauded.
Blessington is a growing
community and needs its
schools to grow with it.
We will continue to work
together to support the
community here." 

BCC parents and principal with Deputy Jennfier Whitmore and Deirdre McCormack

St Laurence O'Toole's N.S. Centenary 

The school says, "In November 2022, we
began the Centenary Celebrations with the pro-
duction of The Roundwood Review.  This book
was developed by our 6th class mini-companies
and contains articles on past pupils, teachers, local
community members and organisations and local
historical articles.  It is a tribute to the school and
the community in which the school is very much a
part of.  The Roundwood Review is a must read
for anyone with either links to the school or an
interest in history.  

"The Centenary Celebration promises to be a
very enjoyable day for all and will consistof
keynote speakers, entertainment and refresh-
ments.  Everyone is invited to attend with the
doors opening at 12pm and speeches beginning at
12.30pm sharp." 

St Laurence O'Toole's NS, Roundwood is celebrating its Centenary year.  The old school
on the main street was built in 1923 and on June 11th 2023, the school is holding a
Centenary Celebration.

St Laurence OToole’s pupils with Cllr Shay Cullen
and a copy of the Roundwood Review 

By Abby Goodwin 
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72 students receive 
National Learning Network

Bray certificates

Alison Gapert, Centre Manager - NLN Bray, Oonagh Hodkinson, Instructor, Councillor Tom Fortune,
Emily Campbell Fogarty, Student, Carmel Bennett, Instructor, and Leo Carton, Student 

More than 70 students were awarded QQI awards at the National Learning Network (NLN)
Bray Certification Ceremony in the Parkview Hotel last week.

ing their experiences
during their time in NLN
Bray, while centre man-
ager Alison Gapaert also
spoke of her and her col-
leagues' immense pride
at the achievement of the
recipients.

“I would like to offer
my congratulations and
thanks to all concerned
for their hard work and
dedication,” Alison said. 

Sarah told how she
had enrolled in NLN
Arklow before moving
onto the Jobstart course
in Bray which worked
“as a stepping stone to
boost her confidence”
and how she is now
working as a training
instructor in NLN Park
House, Stillorgan. 

Ben, who has just
completed his first year
in Trinity College
through its Access

Programme, expressed
his thanks to his “family,
friends and the NLN
instructors who helped
him get there”.

Meanwhile, Stuart
who progressed through
NLN and onto BIFE and
is now working  full-
time in security, wished
the current students “the
best of luck for their
futures”.           

Also in attendance on
the night were council-
lors Tom Fortune, Aoife
Flynn Kennedy, Joe
Behan and Cathaoirleach
of Bray Municipal
District Erika Doyle.

National Learning
Network Bray is based in
Beechwood Close,
Boghall Road and pro-
vide specialist training
and education pro-
grammes for people who,
because of an accident,
illness, a mental health
setback or a disability,
need extra support to
move on to work or fur-
ther education. 

The centre can be con-
tacted on 01 282 9643,
while there is an Open
Morning every Tuesday
between 10.30am and
12.30pm to give infor-
mation about their train-
ing courses. 

The 72 recipients
included both past and
present students in the
first event for the Bray
centre following the
Covid pandemic and who
all received certificates in

a range of subjects from
Business Administration
to Employability Skills.  

Family and friends
joined both students and
staff to swell the number
in the Newtown venue to

well over 100 attendees
on the night, making for
a great atmosphere.

Former students Sarah
Larkin, Stuart Brierton
and Ben Hoskin gave
inspired speeches outlin-

Claire Kealy, Instructor, Elaine Whyte, Canteen Assistant, and Carmel
Bennett, Instructor  

Sinead Darby, teacher New Court School; Louise Egan, Deputy Principal New Court School; students;
and (on the right) Hilery Conway, teacher New Court School.

Guest Speakers - students Ben Hoskin, Sarah Whelan, and Stuart Brierton  

Preuniversity Arts and Social Science students from Blackrock Further Education Institute
(BFEI), Clive Murphy, Conor Fullerton and Daniel Talbot - all 3 are from Bray.

David Kelly, former student, Shay Hiney, instructor,  Bray Cathaoirleach
Cllr Erika Doyle, and student Darren McGrath

Certificates presented at
New Court School 

Bray Area Partnership's IMPACT Initiative was delighted recently to present students 
from New Court School with certificates for an IMPACT skills-based training programme
they had completed.

The programme includ-
ed modules in Customer
Care, Manual Handling,
HACCP Food Safety, Safe
Knife Handling Skills,
Career Guidance and
Health & Safety in the
Workplace.

The idea was to
increase the students' job-
readiness to support them
to progress into paid
employment. 

Presenting the certifi-
cates, IMPACT Initiative
Coordinator, Orla Butler,
congratulated the students
on their achievements,
thanked the school's
teachers for their engage-
ment, and trainer Finola
Dolan for working so sup-
portively with the group.

“We're delighted to
have collaborated with
New Court School to pro-
vide this skills-based
training”, she said.
“IMPACT is all about
supporting people with
disabilities to get the job

they want and progress in
their careers. We will con-
tinue to support the stu-
dents through their ongo-
ing career journeys”.

The IMPACT initiative
is a free service that sup-
ports people with disabili-
ties in the Bray and North
Wicklow area to find jobs,
progress in their careers or

set up their own business.
They also work with
employers to help them
make their workplaces
more inclusive and acces-
sible.

IMPACT was set up as
a Consortium of local
organisations, led by Bray
Area Partnership, with
funding under the Measure

to Support the
Employment of People
with Disabilities - a
Department of Social
Protection programme
resourced by the Dormant
Accounts Fund.

To find out more about
IMPACT, see www.bra-
yareapartnership.ie or call
01 963 3342.

New Court Certs tutor teachers team: Finola Dolan, Food Safety Network
Ireland; Sinead Darby, teacher; Louise Egan, Deputy Principal; Orla Butler,
Coordinator IMPACT Initiative; Renee Sutton, IMPACT Initiative; Hilery
Conway, teacher and Kevin Kelliher, IMPACT Initiative.



Tuesday 6th June 2023Times
WICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

16 ARTS

Wind: an exhibition by Andrew Freeland
Signal Arts Centre, Monday 24th July to  Sunday 6th August 

The act of strolling is the role that the fl‚nuer holds within the world. While remaining hid-
den, lost among the crowd. During the act of strolling the flâneur accumulates knowledge
of the urban space.  

A Photograph taken
within the confines of the
street reflects the feelings
from the photographer.
So an unintentional self-
portrait can be created
and hidden within the
imagery. 

Wind is a Photographic
Exhibition that will open
from 24th July to 6th
August. The artist
Andrew Freeland is an
IADT Graduate, former
Staff Artist at Signal and
is a local Wicklow Artist.
The underlying element
for the exhibition will be
exploring the flaneur of
street photography and
other new elements.
Andrew invites you to

critic and enjoy his work
while it is being hosted
by the Signal Arts
Centre. 

"Freeland's montage
of street photographs had
a terrific, gritty, open-
ended narrative quality.
Working in Dublin and

Paris, he became a
'flâneur', absorbing and 

capturing the energy,
drift and flow of urban
life and character," said
Aidan Dunne, The Irish
Times.  

When you start a pro-
ject that has elements of

new and old work, cer-
tain questions you must
ask. How it is different
from before and how it is
the same? 

Andrew's show will
have three different ele-
ments. The Imagery still
retains traditional ele-

ments of street photogra-
phy as a flaneur and
moves into more colour-
ful burnt and overex-
posed images and some
new imagery. His show-
case will also include a
series of photographic
books.

Stoneybatter by Andrew Freeland 

Metro by Andrew Freeland 

West End singer Chris Holland (Les Miserables, We Will Rock You,
Miss Saigon) returns to The Whale Theatre in Greystones on Friday
16th June with his one man show, singing songs from the greatest
musicals, and some other all time classics, with some laughs along the
way.  With an all acoustic backing of wonderful musicians, it's the
perfect way to kick start the weekend! 8pm (doors 7pm). Tickets Sold
Out but register a at www.whaletheatre.ie or call the booking office on
01 2010550 for waiting list.

11th Annual Signal Open 

At the recent comedy night in the Brass Fox in Wicklow Town were Courtney Phelan and Nathan
Hamilton. 

Martin Angolo
Whale Theatre, Saturday 17th  June,

8pm (doors 7pm). 
Tickets €15 and available at

www.whaletheatre.ie or call the 
booking office on 01 2010550

Break-out stand-up star Martin Angolo
embarks on his first tour of Ireland. 

Fresh from a hugely successful tour of 20 North
American cities last March and a European tour in
November Martin brings his unique brand of intel-
ligent one liners and stories home to Ireland. 

Well known for his appearances on RTE, SKY
and BBC Martin also hosts his own podcast “The
Substantial Meal” and has had millions of views
weekly as a regular contributor of the “Try”
Youtube channel. Come along, say hello, bring a
Brunch.

“One of the city's most exciting emerging comics”
- Totally Dublin

Over the last 250 years 'Open
Submission' exhibitions have become
established as an essential element of
Arts infrastructure. They act as one of
the most accessible routes for artists to
have their work seen by the public and
are almost invariably amongst the
stepping stones in an artist's career. 

These exhibitions provide an opportunity

for artists to come together as a community to

show and sell their work and provide the pub-

lic with an eclectic insight into what’s happen-

ing in the arts both locally and nationally. 

A founding tenet of Signal Arts Centre in

Bray is the belief that there is a huge amount

of talent that goes unrecognised and that an

opportunity should be there for all artists to

exhibit their work. The Signal Open is just

such an opportunity. 

The Signal Open Exhibition is now in its

11th year and has become an annual event in

artists’ calendars. We have been delighted by

the response and the quality of work submitted

each year and we are very grateful to all of the

artists for their support. 

The 11th Annual Signal Open Exhibition

takes place at the Signal Arts Centre from

Tuesday 8th - Sunday 20th August 2023. The

'Best in Show' winner will be awarded 

€1,000 and will be announced at the

Exhibition Opening Reception on Friday 11th

August 2023 from 7pm to 9pm. Submission

details:  www.signalartscentre.ie or 01-276

2039 
"Fanta, Lemons" by Michael O'Leary. Best in Show 2021 
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Cruinniú na nÓg takes place this weekend 
This day of free creativity for children and young people returns to County Wicklow on
Saturday 10th June 2023.

As part of the annual Cruinniú na nÓg celebration of children the ourthouse Arts Centre will hold a
dual-purpose workshop - 'Make Your Own Instrument, Write Your Own Song,', from 10am to 1pm, for
children aged 0-12.  The first workshop by artist Cressida will use everyday recycled items to create
and invent the participant's own crazy colourful instruments, (skiffle boards & cigar box guitars are
early examples of recycled instruments).  In the second workshop they'll then take part in a fun song-
writing session with Riona Hartman. Once the instruments are made and their songs are complete,
they will perform as a big band for parents on Market Square to mark the end of this fun-filled day of
musical exploration. All materials will be supplied. Suitable for ages 0-12, places are limited so book-
ing is essential. 

Each year Cruinniú na nÓg
becomes more firmly embedded into
the lives of young people with a huge
programme of free creative activities
planned for 10th June that will really
stretch the imagination. 

In Wicklow alone there are more
than 40 activities, events and work-
shops taking place across nine loca-
tions.

With an array of creative activities
including a BrickFlicks Stop Motion
Workshop with Create School and
Animal Willow Weaving with
Wicklow Willow at the Mermaid Arts
Centre; Plan-It-Play Science and Art
Workshops at Bray Library and a
special 'Jukebox' Family Concert at
Killruddery House, there's something
for everyone in Bray this year.

As part of the Cruinniú na nÓg
programme, in Dunlavin 'Let's Drum
with the Mobile Music School'
involves interactive, hands-on drum-
ming workshops that introduce chil-
dren to a range of percussion instru-
ments from different parts of the
world. These workshops cover
rhythms and patterns that are com-
monly heard in African and Samba
drumming and modern music. 

Wicklow Libraries are providing a
range of fun-filled events and work-
shops including:

* Miriam Brady is providing a
unique ëTextile Art Workshopí to

showcase the art of sculpting a beau-
tiful felted bowl using a mix of wool
and silk fibres in Wicklow Town
Library.

* 'Paper Folds - Mind Unfolds'
will explore the Japanese art of fold-
ing paper into different objects,
shapes, and animals.

* Featuring a percussion workshop
from qualified percussionist and
composer Tony Byrne, an artist
workshop with Julie Fee and musical
performances from Roisin Vigors,
Fionn Vigors and Teddy Guilfoyle,
join Arklow Music and Arts for their
special introduction to the Arts event
at Arklow Library. 

* 'Toddler Sing-A-Long' is a fun-
filled interactive session of live-
music and song and music-making in
Blessington Library.

* Young residents from Kippure
Lodge will perform their recent cre-
ations for all to enjoy at the Rhyme
Island Showcase at Blessington
Library.

* Also in Blessington Library, Sew
Fun Studios are hosting a 'Hedwig
the Owl Sewing Workshop' a Harry
Potter themed sewing workshop. 

* Join local artist and printmaker
Susie Fortune from White Doodle Art
for 'Draw, print, cut and Paste' to cre-
ate a fun collage combing a mix of
Gelli printing, painting and drawing
in Greystones Library.

'This Is Art', Ireland's national
young people's art competition,
returns this year as part of Cruinniú
na nÓg. With over 120 entries by
young artists and creatives from
Wicklow alone, a prize fund of more
than E10,000 will be awarded across
various categories. To mark this
incredible number of submissions,
Wicklow Arts office is sharing a
selection of entries on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram in the lead up
to the winners being announced on
Saturday, 10th June.

Chief Executive of Wicklow
County Council, Emer O'Gorman,
said: Cruinniú na nÓg is an important
collaboration between Creative
Ireland, local authorities and RTE to
bring colourful, free and creative
activities to thousands of young peo-
ple across the country.

Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County
Council, Cllr Tommy Annesley, said:
"As the only event of its kind in the
world, County Wicklow will be
buzzing with activities, events and
workshops for Cruinniú na nÓg this
year with a special programme
designed to surprise and delight
young audiences."

All events are free and people are
advised to book early to avoid disap-
pointment. See the full programme of
Cruinniú na nÓg events at
cruinniu.creativeireland.gov.ie 

Beyond the Horizon - Irish Pink Floyd Tribute at Mermaid 
Mermaid Arts Centre, Saturday 1st July, 8pm, €30 full price 

This dedicated tribute Pink Floyd tribute features stunning
vocals,musicianship and an amazing Light/Laser Show (Please note
that there will be Strobe lighting throughout). 

This highly regarded Irish Pink Floyd Tribute is the Show Pink Floyd fans
tell their friends about. “My first time attending 'Beyond the Horizon' will most
definitely not be the last,” said one. “ if your into Pink Floyd this is as close as
you'll get. For nearly three hours they recreated some iconic pieces played
impeccably. Every song was excellent however for me highlights of the evening
were 'Great gig in the sky' with stunning vocals by one of the backing singers ...
and 'Comfortably Numb' again fantastic vocals and the guitar solo to exit was
simply mesmerising rightly receiving a standing ovation! But don't get me
wrong every member of the band was brilliant! The Drummer who is also the
main vocalist deserves special mention his setup in recreating 'the sound' was
just something else.”

Unsinkable
15 Official Selections / 8 Countries / 5 Awards

Thursday 22nd June, 8pm (doors 7pm). Tickets €10 and available at
www.whaletheatre.ie or call the booking office on 01 2010550 to book.

The story of Alan Corcoran's unprecedent-
ed 500-kilometre sea swim from Antrim to
Waterford for charity has all the hall-
marks of a fascinating documentary. 

With the stunning backdrop of Northern Ireland
and Ireland's wild coastline, the story tells the suc-
cession of challenges faced during such a monu-
mental undertaking. Raising €30,000 for cancer
and stroke charities in memory of his dad, it's a
film that explores a person's journey through grief,
using the swimming project to channel negative
emotions into a meaningful, hopeful, inspiring
adventure.

'Alan's length of Ireland sea swim epitomises the

spirit of outdoor swimming. Unsinkable is an

inspiring tale of family, adventure, triumph and

hope.' - Outdoor Swimmer Magazine

'Unsinkable is a sincere and emotional story of

resilience and determination...extremely positive

and kind viewing experience...very enjoyable to

watch unfold.' 4/5 Stars - Film Carnage 

(Critic Review)

Yarn storytelling in Bray Town Hall 
Join this relaxed storytelling
circle with guest teller,
Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil.

“Diarmuid will launch our month-
ly storytelling story circle and then
open to the floor. No pressure to tell
- listeners welcome!,” Mermaid Arts
Centre says. “At the Story Circle we
are celebrating the oral traditional of
storytelling and ask that contribu-
tions are not read.” 

The Yarn Story Circle will take
place on the first Wednesday of the
month (switched from the first
Tuesday).

Venue: Upstairs in Bray Town
Hall (enter by the door opposite the
Credit Union)

Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil is a retired
teacher, a writer, a storyteller, and
TV personality. He grew up in a
bilingual home speaking English and
Irish, and enjoyed listening to stories
from his family. He is the author of
four books. Diarmuid likes to com-
bine, mix and match stories to create
entirely unique tales, often drawing
from foreign material such as Italian
folklore.

Ages: Adults (14+) Diarmuid Ó Drisceoil
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Greystones man is the face
of MS Day Campaign

Mark Mitchell is a proud Wicklow man living
with multiple sclerosis since 2000 and was
chosen as one of the 'faces' for MS Ireland's
World MS Day campaign last week. 

The theme of  the
'Faces of MS' exhibition
featuring Mark Mitchell
from wicklow in part-
nership with Novartis is
to highlight and chal-
lenge the perceptions of
what people living with
MS look l ike and are
capable of. 

Mark Mitchell is a 66
year  o ld  l iv ing in
Greystones. He is father
to four children, Laura,
Emma, Brian and John,
and husband to  Ros .
Mark has experienced a
range of MS symptoms
over the years such as
ongoing fatigue, spasms
in  legs ,  speech and
walking difficulties etc,
and has  overcome
numerous challenges.

Mark uses a commu-
nication device called a
Lightwriter to commu-
nicate with and receives
physiotherapy twice
weekly to aid his walk-
ing and mobility. Mark
is has a posi t ive out-
look. He is a keen writ-
er, writing for the MS
Writers Group, an avid
music fan,  thrives on
fundraising for his local
branch -  MS East
Wicklow Branch, plays
br idge four  t imes  a
week.  He has  been
involved wi th  MS
Ireland for  numerous
years and is a great sup-
porter of our advocacy
activities. He served on
the board of MS Ireland
and has been chair of
his local branch for sev-
eral years. 

MS Ireland is com-
memorating World MS
Day with an exhibition
of  por t ra i t s  of  e ight
members  of  the  MS
community as part  of
MS Ireland's schedule
of events marking the
international MS aware-
ness  week a l l  over
Ireland.  

Multiple Sclerosis is
different for each per-
son impacted by i t .

They experience differ-
ent symptoms, with dif-
ferent degrees of severi-
ty for different amounts
of time. There is no one
way to 'have' MS, there
is no one way to l ive
with  MS.  The a im of
the  exhibi t ion  is  to
showcase  a  range of
experiences so people
will better understand
that MS is a very indi-
vidual condition. 

Ava Bat t les ,  Chief
Execut ive  of  MS
Ire land commented:
“There is  no singular
experience of MS, the
journey is  unique to
each individual .  Our
communi ty  has  seen
huge developments in
terms of treatments and
therapies over the past
three  decades  but  we
st i l l  have hurdles  to
overcome. This World
MS Day we want  to
challenge misconcep-
t ions  around MS and
redef ine  the  ì face  of
MSî in public percep-
tion by shining a spot-
l ight  on the  fu l l  and
var ied  l ives  of  those
who live with it.”

Cai t r iona Walsh,
Managing Director

Mark Mitchell 

Novartis Ireland said:
“World MS Day 2023 is
particularly significant
as it marks almost thirty
years of scientific devel-
opments and progress in
the f ie ld  of  MS in
Ireland. Over the past
three decades thousands
of peopleís lives have
been impacted by the
developments in treat-
ments ,  therapies  and

groundbreaking research
and development that
have changed the face of
MS. At Novartis we are
dedicated to harnessing
the power of scientific
research and develop-
ment to ensure that the
progress continues for
many years to come and
that  we cont inue to  
support  people l iving
with MS in Ireland and

worldwide.”
MS Ireland is holding

events and activities to
ra ise  awareness  on
World MS Day through
i ts  great  network of
local  branches  and
regional offices through-
out  I re land wi th  a l l
deta i l s  on  ms-
soc ie ty. i e /wor ld -ms-
day-2023

LITTLE POPPETS CRECHE

ARE HIRING!
REQUIREMENTS:
•Can work Full Time
•Minimum of QQI 
Level 5 in Early 
Years Education

•Be enthuastic, 
kind and 
energetic

Please contact
littlepoppetscreche@gmail.com

to apply

Declan Kelly seeks planning
permission for: Proposed
Alterations to the existing roof
profile including the creation 
of a gable wall to the side 
elevation and the introduction
of roof ligths to the front along
with the construction of a 
new dormer roof space to the
rear of the property at 81
Charlesland Grove, Greystones,
Co. Wicklow. A63RH31
The planning application may
be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of Wicklow
County Council, County
Buildings, Wicklow during its
public opening hours and a
submission or observation in
relation to the application 
may be made to the authority
in writing on payment of the
prescribed fee within the 
period of 5 weeks beginning on
the date of receipt by the
authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
We Stephen Doherty and
Neasa Hayes intend to 
apply for Permission for the
convesion of existing attic
into walk-in storage space
and home office including
new internal stairs, gable
window, roof lights to front
and all associate ancillary
works at No. 50 Glenheron
View, Greystones. The 
planning application may be
inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the
reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of
Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow
during its public opening
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to the
application may be made to
the authority in writing on
payment of the prescribed
fee within the period of 5
weeks beginning on the date
of receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
Mark Scoyne seeks
Planning permission for 
the construction of a 
new 1st storey extension
over existing ground 
floor extension at 7 The 
Park, Blessington Abbey,
Blessington, Co. Wicklow.
The planning application
may be inspected or 
purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable
cost of making a copy at
the offices of Wicklow
County Council, County
Buildings, Wicklow during
its public opening hours
and a submission or
observation in relation to
the application may be
made to the authority in
writing on payment of 
the prescribed fee within
the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
We, Joseph and Maria
Kinsella, seek outline planning
permission for a total of (20)
twenty no. residential units
[(18) eighteen no. three 
bedroom houses and (2) two
no. four bedroom houses] at
Parkmore, Baltinglass, Co.
Wicklow and all ancil iary
works and services. The 
planning application may 
be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the
reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of Wicklow
County Council, County
Buildings, Wicklow during its
public opening hours and a
submission or observation in
relation to the application may
be made to the authority in
writing on payment of the
prescribed fee within the

period of 5 weeks beginning
on the date of receipt by the
authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

Robert and Sylvia Kinsella
seeks permission for works to
existing main house, including
an attic conversion, with new
rooflights and 1st floor windows
to the front and rear of house,
and new glazing to ground floor
of the house to accommodate a
re-working of the internal plans.
Also to include a conversion of
the existing garage to office
space with new glazing,
rooflight and entrance door. All
works to house to fall within the
existing building ie. no new
extension. Development also 
to include removal of a small
portion of the front garden wall
to accommodate a new larger
driveway. Proposed works at 2
Mountain View, Greystones,
Co.Wicklow. The planning
application may be inspected 
or purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy at the offices
of Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow 
during its public opening 
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to the
application may be made to the
authority in writing on payment
of the prescribed fee within the
period of 5 weeks beginning on
the date of receipt by the
authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
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Wicklow company wins at National Enterprise Awards 
WHc Labs, who are supported by Wicklow Local enterprise office
and based in newcastle,  were winners at this year's national
enterprise Awards.

The awards,  which
took place in the Round
Room in the Mansion
House in Dublin, were in
their 23rd year and are
run annually by the
Local Enterprise Offices.

Wicklow based
Company, WHC Labs,
who took home the
Innovation Award, are a
biotechnology business,
focused on yeast fermen-
tation.  The team are
experts in the brewing
and distilling industry,
using next-generation
methods to grow yeast
and bacteria, with an R
& D Lab that is home to
industry-leading equip-
ment.

Announcing the award
winners at the Mansion
House, Minister for
Enterprise,  Trade and
Employment,  Simon
Coveney said: "The
National Enterprise
Awards are the highlight
of the small business and
enterprise calendar.  Year
on year the diversity of

businesses and the stan-
dard of companies that
are coming through 
the process is  gett ing
stronger." 

Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County
Council ,  Cllr  Tommy
Annesley, congratulated
Tony O'Kane and Philip
Woodnutt of WHC Labs,
saying: "The company is
at the forefront of inno-
vation in the brewing
sector which is growing
and vibrant in County
Wicklow.  With their
unique range of services
and products on offer,
coupled with their strate-
gic growth ambition,
winning the Innovation
Award this year is  no
surprise." 

Speaking after the
awards ceremony, Chief
Executive of Wicklow
County Council, Emer
O'Gorman, stated: "WHC
Labs is a great success
story,  operating in a
unique biotechnology
sector and providing
highly skilled jobs based
in Newcastle.  Everyone
in County Wicklow is
delighted with their suc-
cess in winning the
Innovation Award in the
2023 National Enterprise
Awards and we look for-
ward to following their
successes into the
future." 

Head of Enterprise at
Wicklow LEO, Vibeke
Delahunt, joined with the
Cathaoirleach and the
Chief Executive in con-
gratulating the company
on its ability to conceive,
develop and deliver new
innovative products and
services to its customers.
"Every year we are really
impressed by the quality
of the business that come
to the LEO for support
and the innovation we
see coming through their
business ideas.  We are
very excited for what the

future holds for WHC
Labs and we wish them
continued success with
growing their business."

Wicklow based com-
pany Aqualicence, sup-
ported by Local
Enterprise Office
Wicklow, was last year's
overall winner.  Headed
up by former Ireland's
Best Young Entrepreneur
(IBYE) Finalist  Kate
Dempsey, Aqualicence
has positioned itself at
the forefront of planning
and project delivery in
the offshore renewable
energy sector.

Several other compa-
nies won across a range
of categories at  the
Awards,  which were
established by the Local
Enterprise Offices to cel-
ebrate the impact and
quality of small  busi-
nesses across the coun-
try.

This year 's  winners
share a €50,000 invest-
ment fund and eight
regional winners were
also announced on the
night.  

The National Enter-
prise Awards are one of a
number of initiatives that
the Local Enterprise
Offices run, to foster
entrepreneurship across
the country.  Others
include Local Enterprise
Week, the Student
Enterprise Programme,
National Womenís Enter-
prise Day and Local
Enterprise Show-case.
The Local Enterprise
Offices in local authori-
ties are funded by the
Gover-nment of Ireland
through Enterprise Ireland. 

Established in 2014,
the  Loca l  En te rp r i se
Offices are the essen-
t i a l  r e source  fo r  any
entrepreneur looking to
s t a r t  a  bus iness  o r  
any small business that
is looking for support
or advice to help them

grow.  S ince  the i r
incept ion eight  years
ago ,  t he  Loca l  En t -
e rp r i se  Off i ces  have
he lped  c rea t e  ove r
25,000 jobs across the
coun t ry.  The  LEOs
work  wi th  thousands  
o f  c l i en t  compan ies
ac ross  I r e l and  in  a
diverse range of  sec-
tors  offering mentor-
ing ,  t r a in ing ,  expe r t
adv ice  and  f inanc ia l
supports to small busi-
nesses. 

Vibeke Delahunt, Head of Enterprise, Wicklow LEO; Tony O'Kane and Philip Woodnutt, WHC Labs;  Emer O'Gorman, Chief
Executive, Wicklow County Council and Lorraine Gallagher, Director of Services Wicklow CountyCouncil, pictured at the 2023
National Enterprise Awards

tHe
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PrAYer 

Dear Heart of Jesus in the

past I have asked for many

favours. This time I ask 

you this very special one.

(Mention request) Take it,

dear Heart of Jesus and

place it within your broken

Heart where your Father

sees it. Then, in his merciful

eyes it will become 

your favour not mine. St

Anthony and St Jude,

helper of the hopeless, aid

me in my distress. Amen.

Say this prayer for three

days. Promise publication

and favour will be granted.

Never known to fail.  Thank

You.                               D.W.

4 Main St., Arklow T: 040232356.  Open 9.30am-6pm 

www.mcmullansarklow.com

SUMMER
RANGES

JUST ARRIVED

NEW

• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 
• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600

SELF-STORAGE
24hr access own door/key. 

Secure dry storage units/
containers various sizes. Suit house
contents etc. Reasonable rates.

ASHFORD AREA
Tel 086 259 1538

Hire Scaffolding for a self build need 
scaffolders to build your own scaffolding.
We can provide what you need.

• All areas 
of scaffolding

• Fully Insured 
& VAT 
Registered   

• 20 Years
Experience

Call Ian: 086 174 1292
or Joe: 087 090 58 99
Email: info@ecasl.ie tel: 087 610 9128

Anto’s tree
services
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

www. leaf2 leaf landscapes. ie
Call Mike on: 085 11 88 081

LANDSCAPINGDRIVEWAY &

Limited
Time offer

30%
Discount

Mike is an Experienced Paving & Landscaping Specialist
Reference Jobs available on Request.

REASONABLE RATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

www.alhomecare.ie
National Enquiry Line: 

087 744 0729 
or call Eileen: 087 991 6791



NOW
€549

Interest free credit
available with

SHANNON
OAK LOW END BED FRAME 4FT6 WAS €711

EVE
DOUBLE BED FRAME WAS €699

NOW
€579

ANGELA
DOUBLE BED FRAME WAS €599

FOR A BED THAT GIVES YOU THE BEST NIGHT’S
SLEEP, SPEAK TO THE EXPERTS !

NOW
€469

OF YOUR OLD BEDFREE RECYCLING


