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WE DELIVER! - for 34 years

A popular County Wicklow walking trail to and from
Lugnaquilla, Leinster's highest mountain, has now been closed
to the public following an alledged physical assault on the
landowner by a hiker bringing dogs onto the trail.   

When landowner Pat

Dunne requested two

males with three dogs to

honour the 'No Dogs

Allowed' signs at the

entrance to the moun-

tain trail on his farm it's

alleged that he was

pushed to the ground

and held there while the

perpetrator's accomplice

proceeded to bring the

dogs onto land with

livestock and where

dogs are prohibited. As

a result this popular

route is now closed to

all recreational walkers.

The well-known 

Zig-Zags walking track,

located entirely on 

private lands, provided

access from the base of

Carrawaystick Waterfall

towards Lugnaquilla.

The Zig-Zags was an

'Agreed Access Route',

facilitated through a 

formal Permissive

Access Agreement

between the landowner

Pat Dunne and County

Wicklow Partnership.

First developed in 2007,

Mr Dunne was one of

the first landowners in

the country to permit an

agreed access route

across his lands.

However, following the

incident with a hiker on

the 19th March, Pat and

the Dunne family have

taken the difficult 

decision to close public

access with immediate

effect.

Speaking about the

closure Mr Dunne said

”I want it known that

for the last 16 years we

have permitted open

access to Lugnaquilla

via the Zig Zags. The

track and open moun-

tain lands immediately

above are private prop-

erty. The only request in

return for open access to

our land was that NO

DOGS were brought

onto the mountain due

to the disturbance they

can cause to livestock. It

is not an unreasonable

request as we have had

many instances of sheep

being mauled by dogs

on the mountain.” 

He continued

'However, over the

years we have had many

instances of verbal

abuse with people as

they ignored signage

asking that dogs were

not brought onto our

lands. In one case this

even resulted in a threat

that our house “would

be burnt down”'.

Pat said 'The final

straw came on Sunday

19th March at 11.10am

when after repeatedly

asking a man and a

youth accompanying

him to not bring their

three dogs onto the

track, he physically

assaulted me, knocking

me to the ground, before

continuing up the moun-

tain with the dogs. It is

because of this that we

have decided to revoke

the permissive access

agreement and close the

trail to the public with

immediate effect.” 

Commenting on the

closure Aaron Byrne,

Rural Recreation

Officer with County

Wicklow Partnership

added “County

Wicklow Partnership

completely support the

Dunne family in their

decision. The success of

The Walks Scheme and

access routes are evi-

dent all over the country

and that's based on

cooperation between

landowners and recre-

ational users. The

actions of this particular

individual are complete-

ly unacceptable. The

closure of the trail will

come as a huge blow to

Mia Butler Liston at the St. Patrick's GAA Patron 500 launch. The new fundraising project is 

aiming to provide additional pitches at the club's facility at Dunbar, which currently just has one

pitch. The club has been granted planning permission for a flood-lit pitch on a 29-acre site at

Greenhill Road, as well as a clubhouse and dressing rooms, but must raise €350,000.

all the recreational users

who benefitted from the

goodwill of the Dunne

family and enjoyed

access to the mountains

through their lands.” 

Robert Dowds, the

Chairperson of Keep 

Continued on page 3 
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www.kkwindows.ie
No Middle Man - We Sell, Manufacture & Install

K&K Windows Ltd., Craanford, Gorey. Co. Wexford. Y25 N2T7

Phone: 053 9383252  Email: info@kkwindows.ie

Freephone: 1800 250 260

Contact us now for a free, no obligation
quote. Visit our showroom or check 
us out on line

For further details or to book GO TO: 
www.localenterprise.ie/Wicklow/Training-Events/

Online-Bookings
Local Enterprise Office Wicklow, Wicklow County Campus, Rathnew, Co. Wicklow 
Phone: 0404 30800                              Email: enterprise@leo.wicklowcoco.ie

Check out Your Local Enterprise Office Wicklow for the
2023 Spring/Summer Training Schedule for small
businesses & the self-employed in Co. Wicklow

How to Sell Food and Craft Products at Markets & Pop-Ups
Designed for producers and makers (craft, food, etc.) who want to get out, meet customers,
test products and sell!
Online, 19th April, 09:30 to 12:30 

Start Your Own Business
Thinking of starting your own business? This weekly in-person evening programme takes
place over 10 weeks and teaches you all you need to know.
In Person, weekly commencing 20th April, 19:00 to 22:00  

Effective Marketing for SMEs
This workshop helps participants learn to tell their unique business story to the right audi-
ence as effectively and efficiently as possible.
Online, 26th April, 09:30 – 16:30
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Delia's knitwear
on the big screen 

Members of Bray Junior Musicals who participated in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Bray 

Pictured (L-R) are Daisy Hooper, Joshua Quinn and Jessica Hipwell in the Wicklow Town 
St. Patrick's Day parade, with their float entitled ‘When Ziggy Met the Rocket Man’. 

Charlie Bird Hand of Friendship Walk 
Charlie Bird has announced plans
to lead a special Hand of Friendship
Walk for Samaritans on Sunday
16th April. 

The Charlie Bird Hand of Friendship
Walk will take place in Avondale Forest
Park, Rathdrum. 

Members of the public who cannot trav-
el to Wicklow can walk in solidarity with
Charlie in any of Coillte's forest walks, or
with Samaritans volunteers in Lough Key
Forest Park, Co. Roscommon, Farren
Forest Park, Co. Cork, and at Ard na
Gaoithe, Co. Galway.

For information on the walks, to register
or to make donation, visit www.char-
lieswalkoffriendship.com.  

Charlie Bird and his dog Tiger. 

Wicklow Active Retirement

The Wicklow Active Retirement Association's
AGM took place recently.  A number of changes
took place as Chairperson and Secretary had com-
pleted their three years of duty. Pam McDonough,
Chairperson, worked tirelessly over those years
especially during covid.  Pauline Flanagan has taken
over on the Chairperson's role and her vice-
Chairperson is Marian Nelligan.  Irene Maher is the
new Honorary Secretary and Ivan Sheane continues
as Honorary Treasurer. 

The committee members are Fintan Clarke, Rita
McAulay, Lillian Conway, Phil Barrett, Una
McGowran, Ruth Patterson and Patricia Sheehan. A
tour to The Custom House and to EPIC, The Irish
Emigration Museum is planned for Wednesday 19th
April. The spring holiday is to north Wales from
15th to 19th May.

Wicklow Active Retirement Association meets
every Tuesday morning at 10.45 a.m. in the De La
Salle Pastoral Centre at St Patrick's Church and new
members are always welcome.

Table Quiz for Open Door 

Sugarloaf Lions Club will hold a table quiz in
Greystones Rugby Club on Thursday 30th of March
at 8pm in aid of Open Door.  All proceeds will go
towards providing activities for adults with physical
disabilities.  €40 per table of four.  All are welcome.
Contact Joe Grennan on 086 818 1563 or Mick
Lernihan on 086 812 1860 for further details.

In Conversation with 
Elis Taves

On Friday, March 31st, at 2pm is the closing exhi-
bition of Water Colour by Elis Taves, a Brazilian fine
art photographer based in Co Wicklow. It will take
place in Arklow Library. "In Conversation" is a
Slideshow presentation followed by Q and A.  Bill
Murphy, a member of the Bray Camera club, will
discuss the current exhibition on display at the
venue. Booking is required P: 0402 39977 
E: arklowlibrary@wicklowcoco.ie.

Bella Voce Ladies Choir 

Bella Voce would like to invite ladies of all voice
ranges to an open evening of singing on Thursday
30th March at 8pm in Christ Church,  Delgany. An
introduction by musical director Frank Kelly will be
followed by a sing along with a break for coffee and
cake at 9pm. After the break everyone is welcome to
stay and join the rehearsal. Bella Voce sing a wide
variety of song including Classical, Jazz, Musical
and Pop.If you like to sing please come along on the
30th at 8pm and give it a go. Contact Frank Kelly on
0864013711

Quiz Night for Greystones
First Responders 

The annual fundraising table quiz in aid of
Greystones First Responders will take place  on
Friday 31st March in Greystones Golf Club, from
8pm till late! The cost is €10 per person for a table
of 4. There will be spot prizes for the raffle and
Bingo! For more information or prize donations
email GreystonesCFRGroup@gmail.com. 

Delia Barry (photographed by Ellius Grace for
the New York Times) 

Have you fallen for the knitwear from the
movie The Banshees of Inisherin? Well they
have certainly caused a media frenzy around
the globe and Greystones' very own Delia
Barry has become somewhat of a celebrity.
She has already been featured in the New
York Times, Vogue, and The Observer, to
name a few.  

Colin Farrell and Barry Keoghan, wearing one of Delia's jumpers, in The
Banshees of Inisherin. Photo: Jonathan Hession 

Greystones Cancer
Support are running a
raffle where Delia will
knit  a  custom-made
Aran Jumper for  one
lucky winner! There are
4 designs the winner can
choose from and they'll
also be able to pick the
size they want and
colour of the wool. 

Delia has long been a
supporter of Greystones
Cancer Support having
lost her sister and hus-
band Paddy to cancer a
number of  years ago.
Delia, who has been an
avid knitter since she
was a child,  joined a
knitting group through
Greystones Cancer
Support  and found
friendship and comfort
from this group. What
we didn' t  real ise was
that  she was already
rubbing shoulders in
celebrity circles having
previously knit  for
Meryl Streep, Jude Law
and she also taught
Emily Watson from
Litt le  Women how to
knit for the movie role. 

Delia has often donat-
ed some of her earnings
to Greystones Cancer
Support over the years
but this year is offering
to knit a specially made
Aran Jumper in a design
and colour of  your
choosing! The winner

will get to choose one of
4 Aran Jumper designs. 

“We are so lucky to
have this prize gener-
ously offered to us by
Delia and are thrilled to
be sharing this  raff le
with all  her fans, and
fans of  the movie of
course,” said Greystones
Cancer Support.  

Tickets are being sold
at https://www.idonate.ie
/ r a f f l e / a r a n j u m p e r .
Tickets are €10 each or 3
for €25. If you would
like to make an addition-
al donation to Greystones
Cancer Support please
find the donation page
here: https://www.ido-
nate.ie/cause/greystones-
cancersupport

Tel: 286 5057 Fax: 201 4335 www.acmeblinds.com
email: bray@acmeblinds.com  

*12 Month Guarantee on ALL Blinds* 

BRAY
Vevay Rd, Bray

• Free Fitting
• Free Measuring 

Service 
• Free In Home 

Advice & Design 
Service 

• No Obligation 
Quote
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'Starman' Niall Reid at the St. Patrick's Day Parade in Wicklow Town 

‘An egregious
political act’ 

NO WAY UP THE MOUNTAIN NOW 

Sinn Fein TD John Brady has expressed his anger at the failure of the three Government TDs
from Wicklow to support the Sinn Fein Motion calling for a retention of the Eviction Ban in
the last Wednesday night. Just 20 properties are lidted as available to rent in the whole of Co.
Wicklow on Daft.ie, as 123 househols in the county are facing evictions.   

Deputy Brady said “This will
inevitably unleash a tsunami across
the state, and in Wicklow in particu-
lar, as according to Wicklow County
Council there is zero emergency
accommodation left available in the
county.

“The decision by the three govern-
ment TDs, two of whom are govern-
ment Ministers to vote against the
retention of the Eviction Ban, is a
decision that will effectively lead to
hundreds of not thousands of renters
left homeless in the weeks and
months ahead.

“It is difficult to comprehend the
levels of human misery that lie ahead
for those that face eviction from the
1st of April. What will these three
TDs say to the single parents, people
with long-term illnesses, people with

disabilities, the care-workers, the
teachers, the nurses, the people from
across the whole spectrum of society
who are threatened with eviction.

“Never before have I witnessed
such a willing and egregious political
act, where a government has wilfully
opted to adopt a policy that will
inflict such suffering and misery of
vulnerable people. And I have wit-
nessed a lot of bad political decisions
by these three government parties
since I have entered politics.

“Wicklow County Council have
said that there is no emergency
accommodation available in the
county. There is simply nowhere for
them to go in county Wicklow. There
is still a chance to avoid the impend-
ing catastrophe of thousands of
renters being evicted.”

Sinn Fein last week introduced a
Bill in the Dail to extend the ban on
no fault evictions, a replica of that
passed by the Dail last October. It
would extend the ban to January 31st
with a phased ending of protections
to renters through to April 2024.

Sinn Fein intends table this Bill for
second stage debate and this Tuesday. 

Deputy Brady continued, “We
have used the Government's own leg-
islation to enable it to be brought for-
ward before the eviction ban is
removed at the end of the week. The
Bill needs a single amendment, to
allow for homeowners who them-
selves are homeless or at risk of
homelessness to access their property.
Of course, extending the ban is not in
itself enough. Immediate emergency
measures are also required.

Continued from page 1 

Ireland Open, said “As an
organisation which seeks
to protect and extend
access to the countryside
for responsible recre-
ational users,  Keep
Ireland Open condemns
in the strongest possible
terms the alleged unjusti-
fied attack on the
Glenmalure farmer, Pat
Dunne. To ask a person
not to bring dogs up a
mountainside was abso-

lutely correct, especially
at a time when sheep are
lambing. Anyone with an
ounce of sense or knowl-
edge of the countryside
should know that. It is
why Keep Ireland Open,
along with other organi-
sations which attend
meetings of Comhairle na
Tuaithe (the Government
advisory body on the
countryside), have asked
that there should be 
a compulsory module 
for transition year stu-

dents about responsible
behaviour in the country-
side.

“Keep Ireland Open
has been aware for sever-
al years about Mr.
Dunne's generosity in
terms of giving access to
the Zig Zag path in
Glenmalure, one of the
most important paths in
Co. Wicklow. This makes
the alleged attack on him
very serious for the gen-
eral public as well in that
it  restricts access in

Glenmalure and may
make other landowners
wary of granting access.
We hope the Gardai get
to the bottom of what
happened and that,  if
someone is found guilty
of an offence, he gets the
severest punishment pos-
sible.

“Looking to the future
we hope for a situation
where legislation will
protect the rights of
walkers and those of
landowners as well,”
concluded Mr Dowds.

Mr Dunne was recent-
ly part of a delegation
from the Wicklow
Cheviot Sheep Owners
Association which made
a presentation at the
Wicklow County
Council meeting on 6th
March, outlining the
dangers of allowing dogs
into areas where there
are sheep. The presenta-
tion was made at the
request of Cllr Pat
Kennedy by the Chair
and Vice-Chair of the
association, Pat Dunne
and Peter Behan.

There are 155,209
breeding ewes in
Wicklow with 233,000
lambs born every year
making the county the
fifth largest in Ireland in
terms of sheep numbers.

Sheep kills by dogs
across the county are
multiplying every year
and have become a sig-
nificant issue for all
sheep farmers. Dogs kill
and ravage sheep, gener-
ally attacking faces,
throats and stomachs.
Many sheep that aren't
killed outright have to be
put down afterwards by
vets or die from shock.
Unborn lambs are often
lost or have to be abort-
ed. Many sheep die in

the following days or
weeks after the ordeal.

Mr. Dunne and Mr.
Behan outlined that the
law is against sheep
farmers as it is put on
them to take dog owners
to court and many farm-
ers won't  want to go

down this route. They
asked that the council
write to Ministers
McConalogue and
Humphreys and ask that
a national database be
pu t  i n  p l ace  fo r  a l l
dogs in the country for
mic roch ipp ing  and

licensing and that extra
dog wardens working
flexible hours be put in
place  to  ensure  there
are dog wardens work-
ing  weekends .  Th i s
was  ag reed  by  a l l
member s  who  a l so
agreed to request that
Co i l l t e  add  on  and
deve lop  t he i r  open
acces s  po l i cy  t o
inc lude  t ha t  dogs
should  be  on  leashes

when out and about in
the countryside.

Speaking after the
meeting Cllr.  Pat
Kennedy said “sheep
farming is an underval-
ued industry in Wicklow
generating €23 million.
It needs to be taken seri-
ously. If we had a compa-
ny coming into the coun-
ty with that turnover we'd
be rolling out the red car-
pet for them.”
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Council visits Tourism
Ireland in New York

Representatives of Wicklow County Council, who were in New York for the St Patrick's Day
period, met with senior executives from Tourism Ireland the week before last. They were
briefed on Tourism Ireland's promotional programme in the United States for 2023, which is
in full swing right now.

This year, Tourism Ireland is rolling out an exten-
sive programme of promotions in the United States,
to rebuild overseas tourism to Ireland and to drive the
return of revenue from American holidaymakers to
pre-pandemic levels.

Tourism Ireland in the United States rolled out an
extensive programme of trade, media and consumer
activity on St. Patrick's Day to capitalise on Ireland's
heightened profile around the St Patrick's Day period.

Alison Metcalfe, Tourism Ireland's Head of North
America, said: "We were delighted to meet with the
representatives of Wicklow County Council and to
have the opportunity to brief them about the exten-
sive promotional programme we are undertaking in

the United States this year. Our new Fill your heart
with Ireland campaign will go live at the beginning
of April. The campaign is about celebrating the dif-
ferent ways in which Ireland fills the hearts of our
visitors and of locals -  and inviting potential
American holidaymakers to come and experience
those for themselves. 

"Our St Patrick's Day programme included an
extensive and targeted programme of trade, media
and consumer activity to help rebuild overseas
tourism this year. Our aim is to remind American hol-
idaymakers that Ireland offers the warmest of wel-
comes and great fun, as well as wonderful scenery
and heritage." 

Brian Gleeson, Wicklow County Council; Fallon Griffin, Tourism Ireland; Cllr Aoife Flynn Kennedy,
Leas Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council; and Paul McDonagh, Tourism Ireland, in the
Tourism Ireland office in New York.

EcoTrail Wicklow was launched in Paris on St Patrick's Day during
the EcoTrail Paris event. 

Fatima Painda, Pierre Bazin from EcoTrail International and Nicola
Cleary from EcoTrail Wicklow at the bottom of the Eiffel Tower for bib col-
lection for the 2023 EcoTrail Paris event.

from all over the world.
The 2022 event

attracted participants of
42 different nationalities
with runners coming
from all over Europe, the
US, South Africa and
Singapore.  EcoTrail
Wicklow has gained the
support of Failte Ireland
with the objective to
grow international partic-
ipation and exposure.

EcoTrail Wicklow is
based out of Bray with
start and finish of the
various races on Bray
Seafront .  The event
offers five different dis-
tance options. The 8km
and 19km races are ideal
for beginners looking
for a first trail running
experience.  The more
experienced and ultra
runners will enjoy the
30km, 45km or the gru-
elling 80km races.  

The various routes
take on some of
Wicklow most scenic
trails  and locations
including Bray Head,
Killruddery, Little Sugar
Loaf,  the Big Sugar
Loaf,  Powerscourt
Water-fall, The Wicklow
Way, Lough Tay and the
Vartry Reservoir.

Greystones rises to the occasion for St. Patrick’s Day 
The Holyhead contingent

brought Cadwaladr with them,
a 3.5 metre high,  smoke breath-
ing red dragon. Cadwaladr,
accompanied by the visitors in
traditional dress, was one of
over 50 parade participants.
Greystones came alive during
the parade with music, dance,
groups, clubs and bands.

Cllr. Stephen Stokes,  Deputy
Cathaoirleach of Greystones
Municipal District said, "I was
honoured to accompany Kaci
Rock and Tadhg O'Donnell,  our
Grand Marshals,  in the parade.
The parade was a showcase of
all that Greystones has to offer.
The event was a great experi-
ence for both children and adults
alike."

Also speaking about the fes-

tivities in Greystones, Kathleen
Kelleher praised the collabora-
tive effort which made the day
possible, as the decision to have
a parade was made just six
weeks prior. 

Kathleen was Chairperson for
15 years of the Greystones
Town Council Community
Affairs Committee, which
organised the Greystones
Christmas Lights and St.
Patrick's Day Parade.

Speaking after last weekend,
she said, "Due to Covid 19, our
previous parade was last held in
2019. We had no parade in 2022
and this year's parade was in
doubt. Cllr. Gerry Walsh,
Cathaoirleach of Greystones
Municipal District, did not want
our parade to fade away. He put

out a call for a committee to get
together and see if the parade
could go ahead. The response
was overwhelming and a deci-
sion was made to re-establish
this annual event. That was just
six weeks ago.

"Tom O'Mahony and the
Greystones Town Team came on
board. Niamh OíMahony
brought in the Sugarloaf Lions
Club. Wicklow County Council
supported the effort.Supporters
of various clubs in the town
offered their expertise.

Greystones residents respond-
ed to the call for stewards and
volunteers. The Gardai offered
their experience in managing
events, traffic and parking.
Businesses donated sponsorship
funds, goods and supplies and

decorated their premises.
"Greystones Fire Brigade

offered accommodation to
Cadwaladr, the Red Dragon
from Holyhead. Schools, clubs,
groups,  usinesses from all over
the town participated in the
parade. We had drone coverage
of the parade from Drone
Connect. We also had Austin
Prior as MC to announce the
groups and live streaming from
Noel Dicker. Greystones people
and people from far and wide
came to watch the parade.

"A heartfelt tribute to all who
helped, in any way, to make St.
Patrick's Day 2023 in
Greystones such a success.
Greystones rose to the occasion
for Ireland's National Day and
was not found wanting."

A big welcome was received by the Holyhead Twinning Partnership who
travelled to Greystones for St. Patrick's Day. 

Pictured are former Greystones Mayor and Councillor,  Kathleen Kelleher;
Holyhead Councillor, Alan Williams; Deputy Holyhead Mayor, Hywel
Williams;  United Nations Veteran,  Viv Collins;  Holyhead Santa, Richard
Burnell;  Sue Williams.

Rory P. Benville B.C.L. 
Brian Robinson B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

State Solicitor
Eilish Bradshaw B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Riverview House
Seapoint Road,
Bray, Co. Wicklow

Personal Injury Lawyers*
Medical Negligence* Catastrophic Injuries*
Workplace Accidents* Road Traffic Accidents*

Trips and Falls*
For professional, confidential and expert legal advice regarding
Personal Injuries suffered, please do not hesitate to contact 

Brian Robinson or Clare-Ann Temple.

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

Tel: 01 276 1330  Fax: 01 276 1336
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie
E-mail: info@benvillerobinson.ie 

EcoTrail Wicklow 2023
launched in Paris 

The sport  of Trail
Running has enjoy
increasing popularity
around the world. The
connection with nature
and the mostly non-com-
petitive and fun atmo-
sphere has made the
sport extremely attrac-
tive to road runners as
well as hikers looking
for a new challenge.

Chief Executive of
Wicklow County Coun-
cil ,  Emer OíGorman,
said: "Wicklow is a per-
fect playground for trail
running with so many
trails to run or just walk
on!  EcoTrail has proven
a to be a tremendous
promotional tool to
showcase the stunning
Wicklow Sceneries to
the world." 

Cathaoir leach Cllr
Tommy Annesley
added: "EcoTrail Paris
welcomes more than
13,000 runners ,  and
launching EcoTrai l
Wicklow in Paris is a
fantastic opportunity to
further promote our des-
tination to the overseas
market!  France is one
of the top visiting coun-
tries to Ireland, and the
French are very recep-
t ive to  the fantast ic
scenic  beauty of  the
Wicklow Mount-ains
and its coastline." 

For further  info on
EcoTrail Wicklow go to
http://wicklow.ecotrail.c
om

The popular interna-
tional trail running festi-
val is back in Wicklow at
the end of September

with race day scheduled
for Saturday, 30th
September 2023.  Attract-
ing more than 1500 

participants, EcoTrail
Wicklow is Ireland's pre-
mier trail running event
with participants coming
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Hip Hop dancers from Studio X in the Bray St. Patrick’s Day parade 

A timeframe has been confirmed by the National Transport Authority (NTA) regarding plans
to establish three bus-based Park and Ride sites along the N11/M11 in the area of Fassaroe,
Ashford, Rathnew, and Kilpedder, in conjunction with the Wicklow County Council, and the
various transport agencies who will operate in the areas, which will be developed by thePark
and Ride Development Office (PRDO).

Timeframe to begin
N11/M11 park and ride

facilities confirmed

Sinn Fein TD John Brady
described the announcement of the
timeframe for the development of
the Park and Ride facilities as very
welcome, as the Park essential to
encouraging the maximum use of
public transport, and taking traffic
off the roads, particularly at the bus-
iest times of the day, preventing log-
jams. With the Park and Ride pro-
jects currently in design stage, the
NTA intend to commence the plan-
ning consent process for Fassaroe in
Q2 2023, for Ashford/Rathnew in
Q3 2023 and for Kilpedder in
Q3/Q4 2023. Subject to planning
approval, the aim is to deliver
Fassaroe in Q4 2024,
Ashford/Rathnew in Q1 2025 and
Kilpedder in Q2 2025.

Deputy Brady said: "I welcome
confirmation from the NTA of the

progress to date in respect of their
efforts to support plans to ease traf-
fic congestion along one of the busi-
est routes in the County. I have been
in regular consultation with
Minister Eamon Ryan in relation to
the development of Park and Ride
facilities along the N11 / M11 route
in Wicklow and am happy to see
that progress has been made in
regard to the establishment of a
timeframe.

"The PRDO will be responsible
for the delivery of the project, work-
ing in conjunction with Wicklow
County Council, and the various
transport agencies operating in the
County. Which will involve the
establishment of three bus-based
Park and Ride sites along the
N11/M11 in the vicinities of
Fassaroe, Ashford/Rathnew and

Kilpedder. All of the sites in ques-
tion are currently in design stage,
and I have been informed that there
is objective of commencing the
planning consents process for
Fassaroe in the second quarter of
2023, for Ashford/Rathnew this will
be the third quarter of 2023 and for
Kilpedder the planning process will
run towards the end of this year.
Subject to planning approval, the
aim is to deliver Fassaroe towards
the end of 2024, Ashford/Rathnew
at the start of 2025 and Kilpedder in
the second quarter of 2025. 

"This is an important develop-
ment for commuters in County
Wicklow and will greatly assist in
making public transport more acces-
sible for people and easing traffic
congestion by taking cars off busy
roads." 

Concerns raised over
childcare availability

Jennifer Whitmore TD has called on government to make access to
childcare for all a priority in the year ahead. The Social Democrats
TD recently met with Assumpta O'Neill, manager of the Wicklow
County Childcare Committee who outlined the growing needs of
Wicklow families to access childcare. 

Following the meeting
Deputy Whitmore, The
Party's spokesperson on
Children said: "It is no
secret that is getting hard-
er and harder to find
childcare places for most
families. I have been con-
tacted by a number of
parents highlighting the
frustrating issues they are
experiencing with child-
care in County Wicklow.

As a first step, I met
today with Wicklow
County Childcare com-
mittee manager to get
clarity on the provision of
childcare in Wicklow.  

"Not only is the high
cost of childcare in the
county an issue that has
been raised with my
office, it's also the lack of
availability, particularly
for babies and after

school children . This is
causing huge distress for
families in Wicklow that
depend on childcare ser-
vices. This is especially a
problem in the North of
the county. And it is
being seen all levels of
need from ECCE places
to after schools for older
kids. 

"The issue of part-time
childcare is another huge
issue. It's nearly impossi-
ble to find. Some parents
end up paying full time
but only using the service
on a part-time basis
which is expensive and
inefficient. 

Another growing con-
cern for me is the number
of creche buildings lying
empty. As part of a plan-
ning condition on hous-
ing developments over 75
units, is the requirement
to build a creche.
However, many of these
are lying empty because
childcare providers can-
not afford to purchase or
pay the rents asked on the
market. It makes no sense
when demand for flexible
and affordable childcare
places are rising in
Wicklow, yet there are
creche buildings lying
empty in housing estates.

"I will be raising the
concerns of parents here
in Wicklow with the
Minister in the weeks
ahead."  

Jennifer Whitmore TD 
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Vartry Garage win Electric
Dealer of the Year award

Vartry Garage Blainroe, main
Kia & Peugeot dealers for
Wicklow, have been announced
as the 2023 Zevi SEAI Electric
Vehicle Dealership of the Year
Winner for County Wicklow.  

This prestigious award is in recog-
nition for excellence in both the pro-
motion & sales of electric vehicles. To
achieve this award dealers must evoke
an unwavering standard in promoting
sustainable vehicles & a commitment
to ensure the customer is also fully
informed & aware of the sustainability
& cost savings available. To obtain
this, all staff are trained to the highest
standards. 

Located in Blainroe, Vartry Garage
is Wicklow longest established & most
respected motor dealer with over 50
years' experience in sales & Service.

Pictured are the sales team at Vartry with the award Tony Breslin,
Mick Doyle, Mick Humby & Jason Ryan

ReWild Wicklow celebrates
National Tree Week

On Saturday 18th March, volunteers of ReWild Wicklow celebrated the start of National Tree Week and the St
Patrick's Weekend with a big tree planting in partnership with the Wicklow branch of the Native Woodland Trust at
their Coill na Luise reserve in Laragh. 

The team of 28 volunteers planted 50m of
new native hedgerow along the reserve's south-
ern border, completing a stretch of 150m plant-
ed so far this year. This new native hedgerow
will one day span almost a mile around the
entire reserve, acting as a wildlife highway for
local birds and animals.

“While a soaking shower of rain might have
presided over the lunchtime picnic, it did noth-
ing to dampen the spirits of the volunteers who
pushed on through the afternoon session to
plant a total of 250 trees,” said co-founder of
ReWild Wicklow and Native Woodland Trust
staff member Jeremy Casey at the event. 

The hedgerow mix in question was 60%
thorn species, peppered with standalone trees of
birch, hazel and rowan. Planted two feet apart,
in three staggered rows, the planting strategy
aims to create a wild hedge with plenty of room

for the messy growth that such a hedge desires.
To guard against predation from invasive sika
deer, as well as other potential predators such as
rabbits, a protective fence was erected by hand
right the way around the hedgerow. 

“After the last fence pole and barbed staple
were driven and hammered into place, a real
sense of pride and accomplishment could be
felt as the fence was closed,” said Jeremy. “Our
work is not complete however, as we plan to
revisit our hedgerow after the tree planting sea-
son ends and the tree maintenance season
begins, conducting regular work like mulching
and cutting back competing vegetation to
ensure our young saplings have the best possi-
ble start to life as they establish and take root in
their new home on Paddock Hill. We are
always looking for new volunteers in both
ReWild Wicklow and the Wicklow branch of

the Native Woodland Trust to help with this!”
Most of the trees planted in the mix were

hawthorn that were sponsored through ReWild
Wicklow by local Wicklow people purchasing
tree gift certificates at Christmas and this
spring. “If anyone in Wicklow is looking for the
perfect way to celebrate National Tree Week
these certificates are available for purchase all
year round,” said Danny Alvey, chairperson of
ReWild Wicklow. “Many members of the pub-
lic have purchased these over the past few
months to celebrate big occasions of loved ones
or indeed in memory of loved ones that have
passed away which is a very thoughtful and
poignant gift and we are so thrilled to be able to
purchase and plant these trees in the Garden
County.” Full details on volunteering and pur-
chasing tree certificates are available on their
website at www.rewildwicklow.ie. 

ReWild Wicklow volunteers at the tree planting event at the Coill na Luise reserve in Laragh

Clean up of Greystones’ 
Dr Ryan Park to take place
for National Spring Clean 

On Saturday, April 15th a National Spring Clean event is being held in the Dr. Ryan Park,
Greystones, from 11am to 12.30pm. It is being organised by Cllr. Stephen Stokes in 
conjunction with An Taisce. It is hoped bring people together from across the area. The 
meeting point will be at the Dr. Ryan Park northwest entrance, close to the football pitches.

Cllr Stokes stated: "We
are really looking forward
to this clean up event.
Unfortunately the Dr.
Ryan Park has had signifi-
cant litter challenges over
the years. However it has
great potential to be a
more family friendly park.
Hopefully this event will
be a step in the right
direction."

Cllr Stokes has advised
that a limited supply of
equipment is being pro-
vided. However anyone
with gloves or pickers
should try to bring them.
Cllr Stokes stressed that
all are wanted. He added:
"It's good exercise. Even
if you can only come for
30 minutes, it will make a
positive impact. We need
all of the support we can
get for the Dr. Ryan
Park."

Wicklow County
Council Officials are cur-
rently considering ways to
improve the Dr. Ryan

Park for the community.
Cllr Stokes continued: "I
would be keen to see
improvements to made to
the Dr. Ryan Park, to
make it more community
focused, while discourag-
ing anti-social behaviour.
Crucially we will need a
lot of engagement with
local residents in the sur-
rounding estates. Many
residents have expressed

to me that they would like
to see biodiversity
enhanced, as part of any
future plans. I share this
positive vision."

Cllr Stokes also paid
tribute to An Taisce for
their Spring Clean events
nationally. In 2022, An
Taisce had 5,640 clean-
ups registered throughout
the country. Volunteers
who participated in the

Spring Clean 2022 col-
lected an estimated 2,600
tonnes of litter.Cllr Stokes
has thanked both An
Taisce and the Greystones
Municipal District Office
for their support of the Dr.
Ryan Park Spring Clean
event. Anyone seeking
further information can
reach Cllr Stokes at
stephenstokes101@gmail.
com. 

Dr Ryan Park, Greystones 

Recycled:
• Screened Topsoil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Topsoil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com
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Hazel Byrne from Avondale Camogie Club at the St. Patrick's Day parade in Rathdrum. 

'Long overdue' rollout
of E-Planning system

welcomed
Green TD Steven Matthews has welcomed the rollout of the E-Planning system by Wicklow
County Council as part of a nationwide rollout. It is hoped that this system will go live in April
2023. This programme aims to modernise the planning application process by bringing it
online and doing away with antiquated requirements for submitting planning documents in
hard copy. 

Deputy Matthews has been a
long-time advocate for an E-plan-
ning system and has worked to
deliver this since his time on
Wicklow County Council.

Speaking after the announce-
ment, Deputy Matthews said:
"This move is long overdue and
will help streamline the planning
system which is already under sig-
nificant pressure. I believe that it is
a step is a no brainer to make 

the planning process more effi-
cient as we tackle the ongoing
housing crisis. As Chair of the
Oireachtas Housing Committee,
this is a change which I have been
pushing for many years having
seen first hand how off putting the

complex and trivial existing plan-
ning process was. In recent times, I
have worked closely with Minister
for Housing, Darragh Oí Brien to
ensure that this change would be
implemented without delay.

"Over the last number of years,
I have been working directly with
the Department of Housing, Local
Government and heritage to expe-
dite the rollout of this system and
to work through any hiccups in the
process. This nationwide rollout
follows a series of trials by
Tipperary and Galway County
Councils in which a number of
issues in the process were identi-
fied and resolved. I hope the
addressing of these issues will help

streamline the rollout in County
Wicklow.

"I hope that this new more effi-
cient application system will make
this vital resource more approach-
able for members of the public to
engage with. I hope that this will
lead to more sustainable and pro-
ductive development in towns and
villages across Wicklow. I look
forward to seeing the positive
impact which this move will have
across the county. If anyone in
Wicklow requires any assistance
while engaging with the planning
process or any other issue, please
do not hesitate to get in touch with
me directly," Deputy Matthews
concluded. 

Free books to be provided in
primary schools and special

schools in Wicklow 

Minister Harris said
the initiative will provide
not only free school-
books,  but also work-
books and copybooks
easing the financial bur-
dens facing families dur-
ing back-to-school time.

Minister Harris said:
"This scheme will ensure
that parents and
guardians will  not be
asked to buy or rent any
school books, workbooks
or copy books as of
Autumn 2023.

"In 2020, Fine Gael in
Government announced a
new pilot  programme
which provided free
schoolbooks to more
than 100 primary schools
which were part of the
DEIS programme, in
both rural  and urban
areas. I'm delighted to
have seen this pilot pro-
ject expanded to better
support  families and
pupils.

"This ground-break-
ing, permanent measure

will  ease some of the
financial burden facing
families with the back-
to-school costs. Around
558,000 children and
young people, their fami-
lies and their  schools
around the country will
benefit from the initia-
tive. 

"The objective of the
new scheme is about
ensuring every child has
the resources required to
access education and also
easing financial burdens
surrounding the back-to-
school costs which can
be a cause of financial
difficulty for many fami-

lies each year," Minister
Harris concluded. 

Minister of State for
Special Education and
Inclusion, Josepha
Madigan, said: "The pro-
vision of free books to
primary schools, particu-
larly special schools, will
undoubtedly have a posi-
tive impact on the aca-
demic, social, and emo-
tional development of
children. It can help to
promote a love of learn-
ing, improve l i teracy
skills, and support the
unique needs of children
with special educational
needs." 

Free books will be provided in all primary
schools and special schools in Wicklow,
Minister Simon Harris TD has said. 

Brian Murray and Rosemary Greene with new Wicklow & District Chamber President Stephen
Delaney at the 'Meet the Chamber' event held in Wicklow Library last week.  

Bray InstItute of 
furtHer eDuCatIon
Dedicated, Professional, Passionate

DEGREE, DIPLOMA AND CERTIFICATE PROGRAMMES FROM THE SOUTH EAST’S LARGEST COLLEGE OF FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION

Apply NOW online at www.bife.ie 01 2829668
bifeenquiries@wicklowvec.ie

Don’t Miss BIFE’s

OPEN
EVENING
THIS WEDNESDAY
29th March from 
4 to 5pm
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‘Council needs to
retain more Local

Property Tax’
Wicklow County Council needs to retain more Local Property Tax due to the amount of popu-
lation growth in the county, Cllr Derek Mitchell has said. 

"Wicklow Council spends the third lowest amount per person
of all Councils. Partly this is because Councils with the fastest
expanding population get little extra funds," Cllr Mitchell said
last week.

"However there is a complex calculation which effectively has
taken the Property Tax from the new homes and paid it to Central
Government. This Baseline calculation is being reviewed now."

Cllr Derek Mitchell has made a submission to adjust the calcu-
lation so Wicklow gets to keep all the LPT. "Much more funding
is needed to support the new residents who are living at high den-
sity," he said. 

He proposed that more funding emphasis should be placed on
population and population increase, also on population density as
more dense development needs more parks and sports facilities.
Half of Wicklow's population live in Bray and Greystones where
new planning permissions are required, by Ministerial Order, to
be high density.

He also proposed that extra weight be given to the Council
supporting National Policy objectives of Housing Delivery and
Climate Action. Wicklow is over its targets for building houses,
both private and social. The largest Wind Farms in Ireland are to
be built off the coast so the Council should be rewarded for that,
he believes. 

"I hope the calculations are changed to reflect these points and
Wicklow gets proper funding to provide for all the extra people,"
said Cllr Derek Mitchell. 

Cllr Derek Mitchell Susan Smullen and Sharon O'Brien at the St. Patrick's Day parade in Wicklow Town.  

Whitmore raises need for Brittas
Bay Local Link from Arklow to
Greystones with Minister Ryan

Speaking last week
Deputy Whitmore said:
“Our beaches in Wicklow
are fantastic amenities
that are visited by locals
and tourists in their
droves during the sum-
mer months. Currently
the transport infrastruc-
ture is wholly inadequate
to cater to the huge num-
ber of people flocking to
our coasts on the week-
ends. Every year this
leads to huge traffic con-
gestion, a diversion of
Garda traffic manage-
ment resources, roads
turning into car parks,
and a block in access to
emergency services. This
is completely unsustain-
able and can be prevented
for the Summer of 2023
if the NTA answer my
call.

“If nothing is done to
address the lack of trans-
port infrastructure on
Wicklow's coastline, the
yearly pattern of traffic
congestion will continue.
This means that locals,
once again will be unable
to leave their homes and
emergency services will
not be able to reach peo-
ple to provide urgent care
in the area.

“I am repeating my
call for a seasonal Local
Link bus route like the
one in Wexford to
Curracloe in the first
instance, to be set up
from Arklow to
Greystones taking in
stops along the route to
including Brittas Bay,
Magheramore, Wicklow
Town, Newcastle,
Kilcoole and Greystones.
Having raised it with the
NTA every year, today I
asked the Minister direct-

ly. While he could not tell
me why this had not been
resolved before now, I am
glad to say he committed
to looking into this on my
behalf. 

“This local link route
up and down the coast
will cater for a massive
amount of people who
want to visit the area. In
recent years a seasonal
Local Link from Wexford
to Curracloe has been in
place to bring locals and
tourists to the beach dur-

ing the summer months
and the footfall on that
beaches isn't nearly as
much as the people flock-
ing to Brittas Bay and
other beaches nearby.

“Bus drivers normally
assigned to school routes
could be re-deployed for
the summer months on
the local l ink. A local
l ink for the area will
address our over-depen-
dency on cars,  I t  just
makes sense.  People
would be able to access

public transport, there-
fore getting them out of
their cars, locals have the
peace of using the roads
to and from their homes,
emergency services
would have unimpeded
access to provide care.  If
Wexford can get funding
for such a service then
questions need to be
asked as to why Wicklow
cannot get a similar ser-
vice to that provided in
Curracloe,” concludes
Whitmore. 

Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore has, for the fifth year in a row, called for a coastal Local Link route to facili-
tate sustainable access to Wicklow's beaches along our coastline from Arklow to Greystones during the summer
months. Last Thursdayshe raised the issue with Minister for Transport Eamonn Ryan directly at a meeting of the
Committee on Climate Action.

Brittas Bay 

Harris encourages
Council to develop

Ashford Plan 
Minister Simon Harris has encouraged Wicklow County Council
to develop and submit an overhaul plan for Ashford's traffic,
parking and pedestrian facilities to the National Transport
Authority.

Minister Harris said, "Recently, I have been in contact with the National 
Transport Authority regarding the quality of Ashford's traffic, parking and

pedestrian facilities and discussed the clear need for further investment in the
town. For too long a reactionary and piecemeal approach has been taken in
maintaining our public infrastructure, and I will keep working until this is
changed." 

A spokesperson for the NTA advised Minister Harris that the NTA's prefer-
ence is that funding is being provided to deliver against an overall plan, rather
than isolated, individual projects and that the NTA would welcome an overall
plan for Ashford against which funding of sustainable 

transport (walking, cycling, public transport) projects, which is the ambit
of NTA funding, can be considered.

Minister Harris continued, "I have been in close contact with many people
across Ashford on this, and I know how much this investment would be wel-
comed. I want to encourage Wicklow County Council to evaluate the need for
such a plan in Ashford and the establishment of a comprehensive approach to
the infrastructure that holds our county together." 

Ashford 
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Ellie-Mai Heffernan at the St. Patrick's Day Parade in Rathdrum. 

Clune holds talks with
councillors in Brussels
Ireland South MEP Deirdre Clune has been discussing the needs of local Irish communities
with county and city councillors in Brussels.

West Wicklow Councillor Avril Cronin was part of
a delegation that visited the European Parliament
recently as guests of MEP Clune.

Regional Development, Brexit, Renewable Energy,
Digital Finance and the War in Ukraine were also
among the key topics raised during productive talks.

MEP Clune says, "I am delighted to have facilitated
this opportunity to address the issues affecting local
communities across Ireland and examine how the EU
can help. It is vital to bring citizens' concerns and
ideas to the attention of different decision-makers at
the EU level.

"County and city councillors are often the first point
of contact when it comes to people's questions about
European policies. They have the knowledge, experi-
ence and contacts that make them ideal brokers for
EU-related topics in their own areas.

"The big decisions made in Brussels often rely on
the work of local representatives to be implemented at
regional level. I thank those who attended and EU
Commissioner Mairead McGuinness for their partici-
pation in positive discussions." 

MEP Deirdre Clune, Cllr Avril Cronin, and EU
Commissioner Mairead McGuinness in Brussles. 

Harris announces new Garda
recruitment campaign

1,000 new Garda recruits to enter Templemore in 2023 

The Minister for Justice, Simon Harris TD, has announced that a new recruitment campaign
for An Garda Siochana opened for applications on Friday, 24th March for three weeks.

This new recruitment
campaign will assist in
the recruitment of 1,000
new Gardai this year, as
provided for in Budget
2023, and will secure a
strong pipeline of recruits
into the Garda College
into the future. 

The Minister for
Justice said "A career in
An Garda SÌoch·na is a
challenging but reward-
ing one. It will change
your life and the lives of
others - having a personal
impact on the community
you serve will give you a
sense of achievement like
nothing else. Being a
Garda is a tough job, but
is a job worth doing.

"Few institutions in
Irish life are as respected
as An Garda Siochana.
The close connection
between GardaÌ and the
communities they serve
is the envy of police ser-
vices around the world.

"Recruit ing 1,000
Gardai in 2023 is central
to the Government 's
commitment to build
stronger, safer communi-
ties, and I know there
will be people listening
today who will hear this
and think that they too
can work with us to
deliver on that mission. 

"Policing is  not  a
career for the faint of
heart - it is a career for

those with strong initia-
tive and perseverance,
tolerance, composure, a
strong moral compass
and most  importantly
respect and compassion
for the communities that
they serve. To protect
and to serve in An Garda
Siochana is a worthwhile
and valued career, and I
would like to encourage
anyone who feels up to
the job to consider
applying.

"Both the Government
and Garda Commiss-
ioner are committed to
increasing diversi ty
within An Garda
SÌochana and ensuring
that all communities see

themselves reflected in
our police service. 

"The Garda Commiss-
ioner has put a welcome
focus on equality, diver-
sity and inclusion, as An
Garda Siochana seek to
embed the principle that
human rights  are the
foundation and the pur-
pose of  policing in
Ireland. This has includ-
ed changes to Garda
uniform policy,  the
establishment of  the
Garda National
Diversity Forum, repre-
sentation from diverse
and minority communi-
t ies  in An Garda
Siochana, the establish-
ment of a Garda intern-
ship programme focused
on attracting candidates
belonging to a group at
greater risk of inequality
or social exclusion in
Irish society. An Garda
Siochana are working to
final ise an updated
Equality, Diversity and
Integration Strategy.

"It  is  incredibly
important that a modern
police service reflects
the communities that it
serves.  If  An Garda
Siochana better reflects
the r ich diversi ty of
Irish society, they will
be better able to under-
stand the different needs
and concerns of  the
communities they serve
and in turn make those
communities stronger
and safer.

"An Garda Siochana
is an inclusive organisa-
t ion to work for,  not
only regardless of but
embracing of your race,
ethnicity, gender, sexual
orientation and socio-
economic 

background.  Visi t
publicjobs.ie for more
information on how to
apply." 

There are currently
over 200 trainees in the
Garda College, derived
from the most  recent

recruitment campaign
launched in 2022 by
Minster Helen McEntee. 

The Garda Commiss-
ioner has outlined to the
Minister his intention
that four further tranches
of around 225 recruits

will enter Templemore
throughout the rest of
2023, provided for by
candidates from the pre-
vious campaign and later
supplemented by the new
recruitment campaign
being launched by

Minister Harris. 
It is anticipated that

the first successful can-
didates from this new
campaign will be ready
for interview by the
Public Appointments
Service (PAS) by July.
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Pure remove 140,000kg of litter and
rubbish illegally dumped in the uplands
In 2022 the environmental initiative Pure removed over 700 individu-
al dumping sites, with the collection of over 140,000kg (140 tonnes) of
illegally dumped waste from the remote, beautiful, and scenic,
Wicklow/Dublin Uplands.

Pure has made huge
progress in reducing ille-
gal dumping in the
W i c k l o w / D u b l i n
Uplands.  If you compare
the amount of dumping
collected by Pure in
2022, which was 140
tonnes of waste, to 2008
which was their busiest
year, when they removed
440 tonnes, the initiative
has seen a 68% reduction
in illegal dumping in
W i c k l o w / D u b l i n
Uplands.  

Minister of State
Ossian Smyth with
responsibility for Public
Procurement, eGovern-
ment and Circular
Economy said, 'Everyone

who spends time in the
beautiful Wicklow and
Dublin uplands benefits
from the work of the Pure
Project and the efforts of
the volunteers who par-
ticipate annually in the
Pure Mile Initiative.  The
reduction in illegal dump-
ing in the area is impres-
sive and my department
is pleased to support this
work.'

The Pure Truck is on
the road every day, and
since Pure was estab-
lished in 2006, it  has
removed over 3,800,
000kg (3,800 tonnes) of
rubbish from over 14,000
illegal dumping sites in
the Wicklow/Dublin

Uplands with the project
processing over 15,000
reports/complaints.  If
you were to put all the
rubbish that Pure has
removed from the
uplands into standard
household rubbish bags,
they would fill  over
400,000 bags.   If you
lined up all these bags on
the road, they would
stretch all the way from
Dublin to Dingle.  

Ian Davis, Pure
Manager, commented,
'Illegal dumping is 
not unique to the
Wicklow/Dublin uplands,
however, while most
regions in Ireland are cur-
rently reporting an
increase in illegal dump-
ing, Pure are seeing a
decrease.  We're the first
initiative of its kind in
Ireland and the success of
Pure is based on a multi-
stakeholder approach,
with a strong emphasis on
collaboration and cooper-
ation between all of the
organisations involved.
However, it is extremely
important that we do 
not become complacent,
because if we do, it won't
take long before illegal
dumping will be on the
increase.' 

Pure has been record-
ing and mapping every
location and incident of
illegal dumping in the
Wicklow/Dublin Uplands
since 2007 and they have

built up a base-line-data
of all illegal dumping
activity in this region, the
location of dumping,
type of dumping,
landowner, and amount
of dumping, and for a
number of years now
they have been recording
an annual reduction. The
data that Pure collect is
valuable information pro-
viding indicators into the
nature and extent of ille-
gal dumping in

W i c k l o w / D u b l i n
Uplands, and statistical
evidence for all illegal
dumping incidents in this
region.

Pure utilises a multi-
disciplined approach in
combating illegal dump-
ing, incorporating a num-
ber of educational initia-
tives, environment/com-
munity projects - The
Pure Mile, public aware-
ness campaigns, region-
al/national media cam-
paigns, enforcement and
preventative measures,
GPS/GIS data-base to
record all illegal dump-
ing sites, covert CCTV
operations, and a dedicat-
ed vehicle - The Pure
Truck, that removes all
illegal dumping from the
W i c k l o w / D u b l i n
Uplands. 

Pure is a partnership
approach, incorporating
statutory, non-statutory
organisations, and mem-
bers of the public, and
for the past six years they
have recorded an annual
reduction in illegal
dumping activity.  This
reduction in dumping
coincides with the huge
increase in Pure Mile
groups, which is now
numbering over 1,000
miles of road, mountains,
woodlands, valleys, fore-
stries, upland amenities,
car parks, currently being
adopted in Wicklow,
South Dublin, Dun-
Laoghaire, uplands.

The Pure Mile is an
environmental, commu-
nity, heritage initiative,
that encourages commu-
nities and groups living
in rural areas of
Wicklow, South Dublin,
and Dun-Laoghaire, to
adopt a mile of road, or
miles of road, in their

local area, or in the
Wicklow/Dublin Uplands
and organise litter picks,
clean-ups, anti-dumping
campaigns, research
information about their
local wildflowers, plants,
trees, animals, and the
built, cultural, and social
heritage of an area.
Thousands of Pure Mile
volunteers, ranging from
individuals, family
groups, community
groups, walking groups,
cycling groups, running
groups, scouts, beavers,
businesses, and organisa-
tions, removed hundreds
of tonnes of illegally
dumped waste and thou-
sands of bags of litter and
rubbish from the
W i c k l o w / D u b l i n
Uplands.  Pure provide
all groups with Pure Mile
signage, Pure Mile bags,
gloves, litter pickers and

Pure Mile high-vis vests,
and they also remove all
of the rubbish collected
by the groups.  In 2022,
Pure Mile groups organ-
ised clean ups and litter
picks of the Wicklow/
Dublin Uplands, which
resulted in a visible
decrease of litter and rub-
bish in upland areas.
These clean-up events
carried out by Pure Mile
Groups resulted in the
removal of over 4,000
bags of litter and rubbish,
and it further demon-
strates the necessity and
importance of The Pure
Mile Project, and the
need for continued col-
laboration and engage-
ment to protect the
Wicklow/Dublin upland
environment.  

Pure is the first initia-
tive of its kind in Ireland
incorporating statutory

and non-statutory organi-
sations and stakeholders,
including, the Department
of Environment, Climate,
and Communications,
Wicklow County Coun-
cil, South Dublin County
Council, Dun Laoghaire
Rathdown County
Council, Coillte, National
Parks & Wildlife Service,
and the Wicklow Uplands
Council.   This unique
partnership initiative was
established to combat
illegal dumping in the
Wicklow/Dublin Uplands
and was officially
launched in September
2006.

TO REPORT

DUMPERS AND

DUMPING IN THE

WICKLOW/DUBLIN

UPLANDS - LO-CALL

1800 365 123

Pure Truck cleaning up the Wicklow National
Park

Dumping in the Wicklow Uplands The Pure Mile Glencree Walking Group 

Illegal dumping in the Wicklow-Dublin Uplands 
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Wicklow Town businessman Stephen Delaney has been elected as the

2023 President of Wicklow & District Chamber of Commerce.

Stephen takes over the role from Matt Forkin of REA Forkin. Anna

Thornton of DNG Thornton Properties Wicklow is the new Wicklow

& District Chamber Vice President.  

New Wicklow & District Chamber President
Stephen Delaney 

The handover took
place at the Chamber's
recent AGM on 10th
March.  

Stephen is the founder
of the Shoe Box in
Wicklow Town, which
opened its doors in 2018
and will soon be marking
its 5th anniversary. The
Shoe Box specialises in
ladies and children's
footwear and chldren's
clothing, and provides an
expert measuring and fit-
ting service.  

A native of Brittas Bay,
Stephen attended De la
Salle College in Wicklow
Town. He also serves on
the boards of Holy Rosary
NS, Colaiste Chill
Mhantain and Wicklow &
District Credit Union.

Stephen has been a
member of the Chamber
of Commerce since 2017
having served on numer-
ous Chamber committees
and initiatives.

Wiklow & District
Chamber stated, "Since
joining the chamber,
Stephen has seen how the
organisation and business
as a whole have been neg-
atively impacted by the
Covid-19 pandemic over
the last number of years
which proved to be unpre-
dictable, challenging and
often frustrating for all
businesses not just in

Ireland but indeed globally
- and most certainly -
locally."

Stephen says "None of
us expected what would
enfold nor were we pre-
pared for the changes that
we have had to make to
both our business and per-
sonal lives. I would like to
say well done to the cham-
ber and all of you here for
steering your business
through this challenge".

Addressing the
Chamber's recent AGM,
Stephen said it had been an
honour to serve as Vice
President under Matt
Forkin. He praised Matt's
commitment to local com-
merce. Looking to the year
ahead, he spoke of the con-
fidence he has that the

Chamber and its ability to
rise to whatever challenges
lie ahead. "Working
together we an be stronger
as a whole and meet both
current and future needs to
support athriving future,"
he said.  Quoting Benjamin
Franklin, he added: "Out of
adversity comes opportuni-
ty". 

Stephen's tenure as
Wicklow & District
Chamber President got
properly underway last
week with back to back
'Meet the Chamber' events
on Wednesday morning
and Thursday evening.
These open information
meetings in Wicklow
Library were a way for
non-Chamber members
and new businesses to

learn about the role and
work the Chamber does for
local businesses and the
Wicklow community.   

Wicklow Town &
District Chamber of
Commerce was formed on
May 12th, 1948 by the
Wicklow Development
Association, chaired by
State Solicitor A.B. Cullen.
On May 28th, the first
meeting was held. Its stat-
ed aims were to "act and
agitate in Wicklow's eco-
nomic and social interests."

The first AGM of
Wicklow Chamber of
Commerce in July 1948
elected Yorkshire man and
Managing Director of the
Dublin & Wicklow
Manure Company, Albert
Pearson as President.

New Wicklow & District Chamber President Stephen Delaney, with Ronan Short, Vice President Anna Thornton, Matt Forkin,
Samantha King and John Smith. 

M&M Cleanex, a contract cleaning company from Rathnew
Co.Wicklow over 10 years in business.

We specialise in cleaning services to offices, schools, creches,
dental clinics, rental properties.

Our offer is tailored to your needs and requirements. 

To find out more about us, our offer and what others said about
our service  please visit our website www.mmcleanex.ie

If you require more information do not hesistate to contact us on
087 2361251 or by email info@mmcleanex.ie

Best Wishes to Stephen Delaney Best Wishes to Stephen Delaney

allshadesblinds@hotmail.com
Dianna Sheridan: 087 220 1600
Factory & Showroom: 0404 20344
www.allshades.ie

Unit 10, Block 1,Broomhall Business Park, Wicklow.

T J Gelletlie Jewellers, Main Street, Wicklow Town
Telephone: 0404 67557 / 0404 61681. Email: sales@gelletlie.com

J E W E L L E R S

www.gelletlie.com

Wishing Stephen Delaney every success

www.Byrnesofwicklow.com
Furniture Shop: 0404 25552    Gift Shop: 0404 67824

Wishing Stephen Delaney every success

Giftware Furniture Candles

Main St, Wicklow.

Wishing Stephen Delaney all the best
as Wicklow Chamber President

Unit 4, Supervalu Complex, Wicklow Town. 

www.dngwicklow.ie

Sold on Wicklow 
for over 15 

years!

HOLY ROSARY
SCHOOL
DOMINICAN CAMPUS, WICKLOW, 

Co. WICKLOW A67 P680

Tel: 0404 67939

www.holyrosaryschoolwicklow.ie

With best wishes

from the Board

of Management,

staff and 

children 

of

Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Metals
Environmental Waste Solutions

• Friendly, efficient service
• Responsible Work Culture
• Substantial Ferrous and 

Non-Ferrous Recycling Activities
• Providing Local Employment

12 Cyd. Builder     14 Cyd. Industrial         35 Cyd. Roll-On

WE ACCEPT ALL TYPES OF FERROUS & 
NON-FERROUS PRODUCTS FROM:

• Resident Associations • Farmers
• Mechanical & Engineering Businesses
• Demolition• Factory Clearouts 

Tel:
0404 64 934

RECYCLING TO CREATE RESOURCES Authorised Treatment Facility 

The Murrough, Wicklow Town.    Email: office@multimetals.ie 

www.multimetals.ie

WISHING STEPHEN DELANEY ALL THE BEST

TURN YOUR

WASTE METAL

INTO €€€€

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT

Wishing Stephen Delaney every success

Tel: 0404 68127 / 087 2100187
www.vartrygarage.ie

Home of Kia & Peugeot in Wicklow
Blainroe, Co. Wicklow

Every success from 
Matt Forkin to Stephen
Delaney, new President 
of Wicklow Chamber

www.reaforkin.ie
Your partner in property
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Build it and they will
come: Wicklow’s libraries

are a popular success

Blessington Library 

Rathdrum Library 

The phrase 'Build it and They Will Come' may be attributable to the movie 'Field of Dreams',
but it could also be the mantra for Wicklow County Council's network of libraries 
(13 + mobile).

In recent years statistics
for items borrowed, library
visits and use of online
resources have shown
Wicklow as being consis-
tently in the Top Three
local authorities. 

However, the figures
for 2022 show Wicklow
County Council as being
in Number 1 position
across all three categories,
with each statistic being
more than 40 per cent
greater than the corre-
sponding national average.

Last year there were
485,000 individual visits

to Wicklow libraries
which resulted in
323,000+ loans (which
increases to 400,000+
when renewals are
included), along with
107,000+ ebooks and
downloaded audio books.

Cllr Tommy Annesley,
Cathaoirleach of Wick-
low County Council, wel-
comed these figures, say-
ing: "This reflects
Wicklow County Coun-
cil's continuous invest-
ment in new public
library buildings in recent
years. 

Arklow Library 

New libraries in
Arklow, Wicklow and
Rathdrum are now reap-
ing the benefits, and are
being embraced by the
public. Our libraries have
kept a-pace with change
and now also have access
to downloadable audio

books, e-books, e-maga-
zines and online newspa-
pers from across the
world." 

Wicklow County
Council Chief Executive,
Emer O'Gorman, stated:
"Our libraries are a great
resource. It is important

that we continue to
improve our services
through the library capi-
tal programme. These
statistics are also due to
the wide-ranging pro-
gramme of events 
and activities in librar-
ies throughout county

Wicklow, and the dedica-
tion and enthusiasm of
library staff." 

Come and see for
yourself. For full details
of upcoming events, see
Wicklow County Council
Library Service Facebook
page or Instagram. 

Greystones Library 

Glencree Centre for Peace
and Reconciliation releases
new 'Glencree in History'

video series

'Glencree in History' is a five-part
video series of interviews with local
historian Frank Tracy. Frank delves
into the rich history of Glencree, dating
back 10,000 years BC to the end of the
last Ice Age, and the area's origins as
Gleann Criothach 'the shaking bog'.
Frank then takes us on a fascinating
and meandering journey through the
key events from famine times, and war,
then the aftermath of World War II, and
right up to today. Frank introduces us
to the many dramatic and colourful
characters who played their part in
these stories, right up to more modern
times (1974) when Glencree was
founded in response to the conflict in
Northern Ireland and today as the
Glencree Centre for Peace and
Reconciliation.

Each day a new chapter was released
on Glencree's social media channels,
(@GlencreeCentre), and is also be acces-
sible on: https://glencree.ie/resources/
glencree-in-history/. 

The series is be a wonderful resource

for students and anyone who is interest-
ed in accessibly traversing 12,000 years
of history in Glencree and Wicklow,
meeting the areaís intriguing historical
figures, and coming right up to the pre-
sent day as the home of peace and rec-
onciliation.

All students and those who are inter-
ested to learn more about Wicklow and
the Glencree Valley, are invited to join
Frank as he leads us through this
enthralling series of historical events:
'Glencree in History' is told over 5 chap-
ters, (approximately 10 minutes each):
• Chapter 1: The Glencree Valley
• Chapter 2: The Building of the Glencree
Barracks & Military Road
• Chapter 3: The Years of St. Kevinís
Reformatory School
• Chapter 4: Post World War II Operation
Shamrock
• Chapter 5: The German Military
Cemetery at Glencree
'Glencree in History' is available now for
all to watch on:https://glencree.ie/res-
ources/glencree-in-history/

The Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation has announced the
release of its 'Glencree in History' video series. This specially commis-
sioned series takes viewers on a journey of Glencree through time
from the Ice Age right down to today's world-renowned peace centre -
Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation.

Stephen and Iris Dunne at the St. Patrick's Day parade in Rathdrum. 
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Avondale student competes
at All Ireland Linguistic
Problem Solving Final

Alanna Delamere from Avondale Community College recently competed at the national finals
of the All Ireland Linguistics Olympiad (AILO) in Dublin City University (DCU). 

Run by ADAPT, the SFI Research Centre for AI-
Driven Digital Content Technology, the contest chal-
lenges secondary school students to apply logic and rea-
soning skills to solve complex puzzles in unfamiliar lan-
guages. 

The 100 national finalists, from 49 schools in 21 coun-
ties, have come through preliminary rounds held in
schools all over the island in January. More than 3,500
students registered for this year's contest. Competing in
individual and team rounds, the finalists are faced with
anything from deciphering ancient Norse scripts about
Thor to working out unusual counting systems such as
Bukiyip where there are two counting systems, depend-
ing on what you are counting! 

The AILO finals see teenagers solve puzzles that
require lateral thinking skills and the ability to think out-
side the box.  Students must analyse the language data
they are given to work out the 'rules' of the new lan-
guage. These transferable skills are critical in preparing
young people for a wide range of careers in computing,
linguistics and language.  

Four winners from today will go on to represent
Ireland at the International Linguistics Olympiad held in
Bulgaria in July. 

Alanna Delamere Acceline Beeings at Colaiste Chraobh Abhann's 'Showstoppers' Talent Show event 

Students urged to consider
accountancy apprenticeship 
Students are being urged to consider an accountancy apprenticeship programme which will
create 150 jobs in the private and public sectors nationally this year.Applications have
opened for the Accounting Technicians Ireland (ATI) Apprenticeship, in partnership with
further education colleges in Cork, Dublin, Galway, Limerick, Meath, Monaghan,
Waterford and Wicklow.

The apprenticeship is a
funded, two-year, work-
based learning education
and training programme in
which apprentices work,
learn and earn at least
€22,035 a-year while
attending lectures one day
a week at a local college.

It provides an alterna-
tive for school leavers who
prefer practical training to
a full-time college pro-
gramme - or those who
started a college course
and found it did not suit
them. 

It is also an option for
existing employees and
mature learners who want
to pursue accounting.The
apprenticeship enables
employers recruit and
upskill staff in a cost-
effective manner as train-
ing fees are covered by
state agency, SOLAS. 

Employers can also
avail of a grant of €2,000
per-year for each appren-
tice they employ.Large
firms and smaller prac-
tices, as well as industry
and the public sector, have
all embraced the pro-
gramme.

Dublin-based Tsuika
Cheung, 32, is in the sec-
ond year of her apprentice-
ship with fibre broadband
wholesalers, Siro at their
Carrickmines headquarters.

The Hong-Kong native,
who lives in Sandyford
said being able to work
and learn at the same time
has enhanced her career
prospects and provided her
with the option of becom-
ing a fully qualified

accountant.
"Though my back-

ground career was in
accounting, I needed to
update my skills to reflect
Irish standards after mov-
ing here with my family,"
said Tsuika.

"The Accounting
Technicians Ireland
apprenticeship programme
was perfect for me and
suits a wide range of peo-
ple. Leaving Certificate
students who are unsure of
what to do, employees in
the sector who wish to fur-
ther their careers, or career
changers who cannot
afford to give up their jobs
for full-time education.

"You get two yearsí
work experience, which is
so valuable when applying

for jobs, and you earn
while you learn. Also, the
apprenticeship gives you
multiple exemptions if you
wish to study to become a
fully qualified accountant.

“The knowledge I gain
through college can be
easily applied into every-
day practical work imme-
diately, which makes it
easier to understand and
remember." 

Gillian Noonan, finance
manager at Siro and
Tsuika's workplace men-
tor, said the programme is
a win-win for the employ-
er and the apprentice. "The
Accounting Technicians
Ireland Apprenticeship has
been a huge success for
Siro," said Gillian.

"The work-based learn-

ing is very much in tune
with the evolution of the
accountancy environment.
At Siro, we are very
focused on sustainability
and there is related course
work on this.Learning and
development can be
matched through progres-
sion within our finance
team.And the programme
has been such a success
for us that Siro has taken
on another apprentice."

Gabriela Airini, Head of
Education at ATI, said the
Apprenticeship enables
employers to recruit and
upskill staff in a cost-
effective manner.

"The Accounting
Technician Apprenticeship
continues to contribute
towards job creation and
business growth in Ireland
with over 650 jobs created
since the programmeís
foundation in 2017," she
said.

"Graduates gain a pro-
fessional QQI Level 6
Advanced Certificate in
Accounting and have
acquired practical profes-
sional skills needed to fill
a range of accounting and
finance roles across all
sectors. ATI is continuing
to work with over 350
apprenticeship employers
which have hired
Accounting Technician
apprentices across 22 sec-
tors." 

Leaving Certificate stu-
dents, school leavers,
career changers, and
mature learners can apply
at accountingtechnician-
sireland.ie. 

Second and first-year Accounting Technicians
Ireland apprentices Tsuika Cheung (l) and Noelia
Zamora with their mentor and Siro finance man-
ager Gillian Noonan. Pic: Fintan Clarke.

Kildare and Wicklow ETB attend
inaugural ETB Excellence Awards

Representatives from Kildare and Wicklow ETB attended the inaugural ETB Excellence
Awards recently. The awards were run by Education and Training Boards Ireland as it
celebrated 10 years of Education and Training Boards (ETBs) in Ireland. 

Three students from Athy College, Anton Budnyev,
Maya Kalenbet and Oliwier Merta, were nominated in
the ETB Excellence Award for Community. The stu-
dents engaged in charity events to raise funds for
Ukraine and attended meetings with local politicians,
community groups and Ukrainian people. 

The Wicklow Youthreach Young Social Innovators
Group were nominated in the Excellence in Youth
Services category, for their work with residents in
Blainroe Nursing Home and local direct provisions
centres.

The awards were presented at a special ceremony in
Croke Park which also marked 'ETB Day'. Hosted by
RTE newsreader and former ETB student, Ray
Kennedy, the event was attended by representatives
from all 16 ETBs across the country. 

Some of the awards presented at the ceremony
included the ETB Excellence in Education Award, the
ETB Excellence Award for Equality, the ETB
Excellence in Further Education and Training Award,
and the ETB Excellence in Youth Services Award,
amongst others. 

Congratulating the awardees, Paddy Lavelle, Chief
Executive of ETBI said: "It gives me great pride to
congratulate all the winners, and indeed runners-up on

their success in the inaugural ETB Excellence Awards.
We received over 500 entries from ETBs across the
country to the Awards detailing the great people and
initiatives that are ongoing in all corners of Ireland. 

"The standard across all categories was extremely
competitive, meaning we had a very difficult job in
narrowing the entries down and select our winners.
The work of all ETBs - not those just officially recog-
nised at the awards - deserves to be commended. Their
commitment and passion for education, for learning
and for their communities play a vital role in ensuring
that there are broad and varied options for people to
engage with education and training across the country,
no matter what stage of their learning journey they are
at.

"This year is a milestone year for ETBs as we cele-
brate 10 years since their formation in Ireland. Over
the past decade, ETBs have delivered learning and
education opportunities for everyone - including pri-
mary and post primary schools, further education and
training and youth services. ETBs have revolutionised
Ireland's education system, and I hope that we can
continue to deliver innovative, diverse and flexible
learning pathways over the next ten years, and
beyond."

Pictured at the inaugural ETB Excellence awards ceremony were Olivia Daly, a teacher in Athy
College and Maya Kalenbet, a student from Athy College, who was nominated in the ETB
Excellence Award for Community Category. 
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Council staff receive Long Service awards 
Wicklow County Council recently held an awards night to honour 137
employees who between them have over 4,000 years of local authority
service.

On the night long 
service awards were pre-
sented by the Wicklow
County Council Chief
Executive, Emer O'
Gorman, and the Leas
Cathaoirleach, Cllr Aoife
Flynn Kennedy, to staff
who had  25, 40 and 50
years’ service working
with Wicklow County
Council or other Local
Authorities. 

The awards event was
an opportunity for the
Council to recognise and
pay tribute to long-serv-
ing members of staff,
indoor and outdoor,
across the many function-
al areas and the five
Municipal Districts of
Wicklow County Council
including the libraries
and the fire service.   

Overall 137 staff were
honoured, including: 83
25-year awards, 53 40-

year awards and one very
special 50-year award.

Chief Executive of
Wicklow County Council,
Emer O’Gorman, con-
gratulated those receiving
awards saying: "Wicklow
County Councilís most
valuable asset is its staff.
Down through the years,
you have all worked hard
to deliver services effi-
ciently and effectively to
the public. On average,
any Local Authority pro-
vides more than 200 ser-
vices over a broad and
varied range of activities.
In Wicklow, you have
always ensured excellent
service delivery and the
best possible customer
service. I thank each and
every one of you for your
contribution to Wicklow
County Council, and by
extension, your contribu-
tion to County Wicklow." 

Leas Cathaoirleach
Cllr Aoife Flynn
Kennedy said: "I would
like to thank you all on
behalf of myself and all
the other Councillors for
your assistance and co-
operation with us on a
daily basis and know that
we hold you in very high
esteem. Each one of you
plays their part in deliver-
ing quality services every
day to the people of
County Wicklow. Some
services are delivered
directly to the public,
others are delivered in the
background but you all
make a difference to the
lives of our constituents." 

The award presented to
each individual was a
framed print of different
scenes from County
Wicklow taken by talent-
ed local photographer
Trevor Quinn. 

Michael Nicholson, Greystones Town Manager; Cllr Aoife Flynn Kennedy, Leas Cathaoirleach,  Wicklow County Council;
Patricia O'Gorman, John O'Gorman, Emer O'Gorman, Chief Executive, Wicklow County Council;  Myra Porter, Tawnia Kearns
, Greystones District Administrator; and Ruairi O'Hanlon, Greystones District Engineer

Anne Shannon, Margaret Birch, Wicklow County Librarian Brendan Martin, Marie Hennessy and Fiona Scannell Joyce and Tom Murphy 

Pat Carty and Joyce Murray 
Cllr Aoife Flynn Kennedy, Emer O'Gorman (Chief Executive of Wicklow County Council), Lorraine Gallagher and
Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council Tommy Annesley.  
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Lexi Doyle as Wednesday Adams at the St. Patrick's Day Parade in Wicklow Town 

Records found on site of
Donnybrook Magdalene

Laundry prompt new book 

New book explores history
of the Irish Defence Forces 

Tracing its history to the foundation of the Irish
Volunteers in 1913, the Irish Defence Forces has

evolved beyond recognition from the force that
emerged in tandem with the new state in 1922.
Plunged immediately into the chaos of a bitter civil
war, the path towards a professional Defence Forces
during the 1920s and 1930s was rarely smooth, with
progression

hampered by internal dissent, political neglect and
limited financial investment. The island of Ireland

possesses a geopolitical and
strategic importance that belies its size, and the

difficulty of creating and maintaining a force capable
of defending Irish neutrality was brought home dur-
ing the Emergency (1939-45). Those years saw the
greatest mobilization of manpower in the history of
the state, an achievement quickly forgotten as the
Defence Forces were allowed to return to the dol-
drums in the late 1940s.

Revitalization came following Ireland’s accession
to the United Nations in 1955, as the

Defence Forces emerged as a core component in
the UN’s peacekeeping efforts and a vital element of
Ireland’s international relations. At home, the
Defence Forces’ duty to aid the civil power became
ever more important with the outbreak of the
Troubles in Northern Ireland in 1969. In recent
years, a number of important challenges have
emerged, both internally and externally, with the
Defence Forces compelled to adapt to changing
demands at home and abroad.

This richly illustrated book explores the landmark
successes and achievements,

struggles and missteps of the Defence Forces over
the past century. Highlighting the men and women

of the Army, Air Corps, Naval Service and Reserve,
it offers the first complete overview of the develop-
ment of the Defence Forces from the foundation of
the Irish Free State to the present day. What emerges
from Kinsella’s research is a story of an institution
that has, since the foundation of the state, formed an
essential safeguard of Irish democracy and remained
steadfastly the servant of the nation.

Eoin Kinsella is Managing Editor of the Royal
Irish Academy’s Dictionary of Irish Biography. He is
the author of several books, including Dublin City
University, 1980-2020: designed to be different
(2020), Catholic survival in Protestant Ireland, 1660-
1711 (2018) and Leopardstown Park Hospital, 1917-
2017: a home for wounded soldiers (2017).

A new book from Eoin Kinsella explores
the history of the Irish Defence Forces
from 1922- 2022. 

A new collection of essays on Donnybrook Magdalene Laundry disproves several key findings
of the McAleese Report, say its authors. A Dublin Magdalene Laundry: Donnybrook and
Church-State Power in Ireland tells the story of the Magdalene Laundry run by the Sisters of
Charity in the heart of Dublin 4 from 1833 to 1992. 

In 2018 Dr Mark Coen,
a law lecturer at
University College
Dublin, found extensive
financial ledgers and cor-
respondence relating to
Donnybrook Magdalene
Laundry on the old laun-
dry premises. The Sisters
of Charity sold the laun-
dry in 1992 as a going
commercial concern, and
there are now plans for the
site to be converted to lux-
ury apartments. Coen's
discovery in 2018 was the
beginning of several years
of work with fellow aca-
demics Professor
Katherine O'Donnell
(UCD) and Dr Maeve
O'Rourke (University of
Galway), and other
researchers, which has
resulted not only in a
book but also in the
National Museum of
Ireland's preservation of
material from the site.

The McAleese Report,
published in 2013, stated
that Ireland's Magdalene
Laundries operated 'on a
subsistence or close to
break-even basis rather
than on a commercial or
highly profitable basis.'
According to the
McAleese Report, finan-
cial records for the
Donnybrook Magdalene
Laundry 'did not survive'.
However, the records
found by Coen and anal-
ysed in the new book
show otherwise.

A chapter in the book
by accounting experts,
Professor Martin Quinn of
Queen's University
Belfast and Dr Brid
Murphy of Dublin City

University, finds that the
Donnybrook Laundry
'generated a good finan-
cial surplus annually'.
This was made possible in
large part due to the
unpaid labour which girls
and women were forced
to undertake. The avail-
able records from the
years 1962 to 1987 show
a customer base of over
900 accounts, including
Áras an Uachtaráin,
Raidió Teilifís Éireann,
CIE, University College
Dublin, the National
Maternity Hospital at
Holles Street, St Vincent's
private and public hospi-
tals, Captain America's,
the embassies of several
countries and numerous
expensive schools, clubs
and hotels. 

The book states that
one-third to one-half of
the Laundry's 'surplus on
trade' was transferred

each month to Sisters of
Charity headquarters. In
1981, the surplus on trade
was £105,972. That year's
'Contribution to RSC' of
£48,000 could have
bought a four-bedroom
Georgian house in salubri-
ous Blackrock, Co
Dublin. 

Launching the book on
7 March, Noeline
Blackwell of Dublin Rape
Crisis Centre noted that in
the twentieth century
Church and State 
were obsessed with 're-
spectability', but treated
certain groups with 'very
little respect'. Dr
Blackwell also questioned
the religious congrega-
tions' refusal to contribute
financially to the State's
Magdalene 'restorative
justice' scheme. 

She observed that
Catholic teaching on
absolution requires not

only an admission of
wrongdoing but also 'a
firm purpose of amend-
ment'. 

Dr Mark Coen, speak-
ing at the launch, noted
that the Religious Sisters
of Charity generated €63
million in property sales
between 1999 and 2009
but have made no finan-
cial contribution to the
State's compensation of
Magdalene survivors.

The launch was attend-
ed by approximately 150
people including sur-
vivors of institutional
abuse and members of the
Oireachtas. The book's
editors called for the
Government to introduce
emergency legislation to
make it a criminal offence
to destroy or alter institu-
tional records and to place
a duty on persons and
organisations who hold
such records to safeguard
and preserve them.
Speaking in the Dáil on
Wednesday 8 March,
Marian Harkin TD com-
mended the editors of the
book and called for such
legislation to be passed by
the Oireachtas without
delay. 

The editors also called
for the State to publicly
accept and acknowledge
that - as the book proves -
the McAleese Report con-
tains several erroneous
findings relating to the
Magdalene laundries, par-
ticularly in relation to
their profitability, the
length of stay of women
within them and the 
treatment the women
received.

Dr Mark Coen, Professor Katherine O'Donnell and Dr Maeve O'Rourke at the launch of the new book
A Dublin Magdalene Laundry: Donnybrook and Church-State Power in Ireland

Dr Noeline Blackwell speaking at the launch.
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Síomha live at
Whale Theatre
Saturday 1st April, 8pm (doors 7pm). Tickets €22 and available at

www.whaletheatre.ie or call the booking office on 01 2010550 to book.

Independent Irish singer and guitarist
Síomha (pronounced She-vah) dances the
line between folk, jazz and neo-soul effort-
lessly taking audiences on an unexpected
and unforgettable journey with her soulful
melodies. 

Her debut album 'Infinite Space' -
described by The Irish Times as “a serious-
ly accomplished and self-confident debut”
- is a collection of songs in both Irish and
English. A kind of cosmic, folk-informed,
jazz-tinged, post-pop - it was produced by
GRAMMY-nominated Tyler Duncan and
features an all-star lineup of musicians
including Joe Dart (Vulfpeck), Louis Cato
(Bobby McFerrin/ Snarky Puppy), Martin
Atkinson Borrull (Toucan) and violinist
Jeremy Kittel (Bela Fleck/ Chris Thile).
Síomha's voice is full of raw heart-felt
experience. When listening to her, audi-
ences are instantly moved to feel on the
deepest level and come out more intimately
connected to their own worlds.

Síomha

Carnew's Colaiste Bhride wins 'Rubbish' Film Festival Award

Participating schools received
two days of training in filmmaking
with Createschool who are based
at the new film hub on Clermont
Campus in Rathnew. Wicklow
County Council sponsored the
training. 

Schools had the challenge to
make a short film focussing on cli-
mate action, consumption and the
sustainable development goals and
to deliver a message visually in

just one minute.
In a close competition Colaiste

Bhride came out on top with their
film called 'The Last Drop' explor-
ing water conservation. Temple
Carrig School in Greystones were
runners up with a film entitled
'ReAct' which explored energy
conservation and climate.  

Schools also produced a film
poster and East Glendalough
School in Wicklow Town took the

prize for best poster for their film
'A Matter of Responsibility' which
focussed on waste management.

Chief Executive of Wicklow
County Council, Emer OíGorman,
said: "The creative approach TY
students took to expressing their
views on a range of climate
change and sustainability topics is
very inspiring. They showed great
skill in their use of film to develop
and present their message." 

Cathaoirleach of Wicklow
County Council ,  Cllr  Tommy
Annsley, stated: "The Rubbish
Film Festival competition show-

cased the talent of youth in screen-
play writing, acting and film pro-
duction under the 

guidance of Createschool. It
great to see the next generation of
screen talent being developed here
in Wicklow, the home for film pro-
duction in Ireland." 

The best film and runner up will
now represent County Wicklow
against entries from other counties
in a national final to be held in
May.  All the film entries from
County Wicklow can be seen on
the 'Rubbish'Film Festival
YouTube page in the 'Rubbish'

Film Festival Regional Awards -
Co Wicklow video.

Peter Baxter of Createschool
commented: "Since 2016 The
Rubbish Film Festival has been a
great success in Co Meath, and
this year, with the support of a
number of local authorit ies,
including Wicklow, we have been
able to reach a broader national
audience.  The standard of entries
from participating schools in the
county has been incredibly high,
which bodes very well for the film
industry.  Thank you to Wicklow
County Council for their support

and to the staff and students of the
participating schools for wonder-
ful efforts." 

The full list of entries from
Wicklow schools were: Colaiste
Bhride, Carnew - 'The Last Drop';
Temple Carrig School, Greystones
- 'ReAct ' ;  East  Glendalough
School, Wicklow - 'A Matter of
Responsibility & EarthVsClimate';
North Wicklow Educate Together,
Bray -  'Plastic Romance The
Window';  St.  David's  School,
Greystones - Break the Cycle;
Presentation College,  Bray -
'B(r)oke'. 

Colaiste Bhride in Carnew has won the County Wicklow
award for the 'Rubbish' Film Festival 2023, the first time
schools from Wicklow have entered the competition. 

Fading Light: an Exhibition by Kaisa Ypya
Signal Arts Centre, Monday, 17th April to Sunday 30th April  

When creating this collection of watercolour paintings, Kaisa
Ypya wanted to look into how tumultuous nature can be and how
there is beauty in its destructiveness, volatility and its ability to
create both life and death.

With every storm, every dying leaf or freezing river, nature is
showing us how small and insignificant we are and that we are
here just for a blink of an eye, as visitors. We try to grasp the mag-
nificence of the world, and almost always fail.

When choosing her subject matters, Kaisa found herself to be
especially drawn to misty landscapes, cold winters and changes
that happen in between weather changing gears. The intoxicating
instability.

Kaisa is originally from Finland and has lived in Ireland for the
last 15 years. Her background is in Fine Art and Art Facilitation.
In her art work she usually focuses on nature themes and mainly
uses watercolour, paying special attention to perception of light
and colours. 'Fading Light' is Kaisa's second solo exhibition.

Lavender by Kaisa Ypya

Evening Mist by Kaisa Ypya

It's Magic! - with Joe
the Magician

Whale Theatre, Sunday 2nd April, 1:30pm (doors 1pm) & 4pm (doors 3.30pm). SOLD OUT but 
register for wating list www.whaletheatre.ie or call the booking office on 01 2010550.

Joe the Magician is coming back to The Whale Theatre! Yes, It's Joe from RTEjr's 'abraKIDabra' and 'Dizzy
Deliveries'. His brand new show 'It's Magic' features an array of impossible spellbinding magic and illusion pre-
sented in Joe's unique style that will have the children of all ages roaring laughing one minute and in complete
awe the next. 

The show fuses magic, music, special effects and illusion that will bring kids (and grown ups) on an unforget-
table journey.  An afternoon of laugher, suspense, amazement and surprise awaits. Advance booking is advised
as all of Joe's previous shows have sold out. 

BIFE 2023 Showcase
The Performing Arts Department of BIFE are delighted to announce their end-of year show. Performed

by the Acting and Dance students of Bray Institute, SHOWCASE 2023 is guaranteed to be an entertaining
night of comedy, drama, music and dance. SHOWCASE 2023 will present the talents and hard work of the
performing arts students from the acting and dancing courses. With actors performing popular scenes and
monologues from acclaimed productions of the stage and screen - The Crucible, The Producers, The Cripple
of Inishmaan, Saturday Night Live. While the dancers will present energetic and original choreographed
pieces - with Jazz, Contemporary and Commercial.

The show is for two nights only (8pm, Wednesday 29th and Thursday 30th March) and booking is essen-
tial. Entry is free. To book, call 01 282 9668. Places Limited.

Fergus Cahill, Eneni Anthony and Molly Smith who will perform in The Cricuble as part of
BIFE's 2023 Showcase. 
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Austin Hearne - Slabs
II and Whispers

Mermaid Arts Centre, 25th March - 6th May 
Curated by Anne Mullee,  with guest performance by Stéphane Béna Hanly

& limited edition zine by Austin Hearne and Lily Cahill

Friday 24th March saw a preview open in the Mermaid of a solo exhibition by artist Austin
Hearne. Featuring an opening performance by Stéphane Béna Hanly, the exhibition is accom-
panied by a limited-edition DIY cut'n'paste zine hand made by Hearne, which features a
newly commissioned text by writer Lily Cahill, a frequent observer of his work.

Main Gallery

Slabs II is an ongoing, growing
and open ended photographic
archival project drawing on Austin
Hearne's extensive personal archive,
collated over 20 years and including

family photographs, newspaper
clippings and advertisements. In its
essence it consists of individual
used painter and decorator wallpa-
per pasting tables. These damaged
tables are utilised to hold photo-
graphic material on their surfaces.

From a vast array of ephemera,
Herne makes choices as to what is
brought forward, what is excluded -
what does it all mean? And why
these photographic works, now?

"I've long since grappled with the
volume and value of my past and
present photographic content," he
explains. "Issues around storage,
care, and quality of the material
abound. The world of photographic
practice has rapidly changed over
these past two decades, from the
analogue age of film and darkroom
production to the swift infiltration
of the digital, information and social
media ages we find ourselves
embedded in today. My relationship
with the new methods of working
and engaging with the medium have
at times been fruitful, frenetic and
maddening. Frustration with new
technologies and the tech giants
who now have a big hand in our
ways of working and even bigger
eyes on our archives. I don't trust
this digital age of photographic stor-
age and ownership.

“I recently purchased a new com-
puter, and its lack of ports are not
accepting of a large external hard
drive or the many discs that house
various portions of my archives. It
seems we, the users of this technol-
ogy, constantly have to keep a step
ahead and fight to keep our property
accessible. I value the printed pho-
tograph over the untrustworthy digi-
tal image, be these fine darkroom
prints or mere desktop prints on

office paper. I trust that these
objects will outlive the latent digital
files. Technology with all its inbuilt
obsolescence and the tech giants
ever changing, monetisation of sys-
tems for iCloud upgrades etc. is
both tiresome and enraging.” 

Gallery 2

A moving image accompaniment
to Slabs II 's static visual riot,
Whispers is Hearne's award wining
short film interlacing snippets of
video, mobile phone footage and
television, filmed in and around
ecclesiastical sites over ten years.
Describing himself as a 'flâneur' of
these locations, as the Queer pro-
tagonist of the film, Hearne
reveres, provokes and chastises
their meaning and power. 

Biographies
Austin Hearne is an artist from

Dublin, living in Co. Wexford. He
holds a MFA from NCAD (2016).
His recent solo show at the Royal
Hibernian Academy, Requiem For
Raymo, presented a fictional sce-

nario of obsession transmuting
from hate to love/lust, expressed
through performance, painting and
sculpture. In 2021 he collaborated
on a music project Satin Shadow
with film maker and music produc-
er Glenn McQuaid with a live
stream performance in The
Complex, Dublin, as part of Tanad
Aaron and Mark Swords' exhibi-
tion Portico. They have subse-
quently released three albums.

His film work Whispers recently
won Best Irish Short at the 2022
Gaze LGBT Film Festival. Austin
has recently had solo shows in
Gorey School of Art (2021) and
group shows with WEART-
FETISHISTS, PhotoIreland
Festival (2022) and Speech Sounds
at Visual Carlow (2022). His work
is held in private collections in the
USA, Europe and the OPW collec-
tion.

www.bishopaustinhearne.com
Stéphane Béna Hanly is a multi-

disciplinary artist working through
sculpture, video, sound, and perfor-
mance often with the intention of

combining them to produce
dynamic multimedia events.
Reproducing fragments extracted
from fantastical scenarios with the
aim of presenting them to an audi-
ence, Stéphane draws parallels with
the contradictions in the world
around us.

Lily Cahill is a visual artist,
writer, facilitator and editor. She is
the winner of the Visual Artists
Ireland/ Dublin City Council Art
Writing Award 2019. She has writ-
ten or performed her work for The
RHA, The Lab Gallery, Visual
Artists' News Sheet, CIRCA, Art
and Research Collaboration (ARC)
at Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art,
Design & Technology, Paper Visual
Art, the School of Visual Culture at
NCAD and Foaming at the Mouth.
Lily has facilitated writing and cre-
ative projects with Temple Bar
Gallery + Studios, The RHA, The
LAB Gallery, Dublin and MoLI -
Museum of Literature Ireland. She
has been a co-editor of Critical
Bastards, funded by the Arts
Council of Ireland, since 2014.

Austin Hearne’s Slabs II. Photo by Kate Bowe O’Brien 

Video still from Austin Hearne’s Whispers 

Chloe McInerney and Juliette Anderson of the Sound Crowd at the Wicklow Sings concert in
Temple Carrig School, Greystones. Wicklow Sings represented a significant moment for the
Wicklow singing community. The evening featured performances from thirteen choirs from all
over County Wicklow. 13 choirs with 400 singers performed to an audience of 500 people.
Wicklow Sings was filled with community spirit, laughter and beautiful singing. The choirs gath-
ered, performed and were able to showcase their talents in a non-competitive, inclusive and
multi-generational event which featured community, school and gospel choirs, choral societies,
barbershop, and more.

'Aftersun': Film at The Courthouse 

The Courthouse Arts Centre is pleased to present Aftersun, starring Oscar nominated Paul Mescal. 
11-year-old Sophie and her father Calum travel to a holiday resort in Turkey for a relaxing sunshine

break. As they lounge by the pool and explore the tourist sights, they record their trip on a camcorder.
Twenty lyears later, an adult Sophie looks back on the holiday and her relationship with her father - bot the
fond memories and the things that have been lost forever. 

The extraordinary debut feature from Scottish writer/director Charlotte Wells is an achingly tenter por-
trait of a father-daughter relationship. Driven by magnificent performances from young Frankie Corio and
Ireland's own Paul Mescal, Aftersun dives deep and unearths the unspoken emotional truths that exceed-
ingly few films manage to capture. 

Courthouse Arts Centre, Friday 7th April  8pm, €7/€6
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Amira Toomey at the St. Patrick's Day parade in Rathdrum. 

Have the most powerful cup 
of tea of the year on May 4th

Fair City and Real-Life Couple Bryan
Murray and Una Crawford-O'Brien are
calling on the people of Wicklow to host
an Alzheimer's Tea Day and have the
most powerful cup of tea of the year on
Thursday, May 4th.

Bryan was diagnosed with Alzheimer's
Disease three years ago. Bryan and his partner
Una have teamed up with The Alzheimer Society
of Ireland (The ASI) to invite everyone to come
together for a cuppa, a chat, and maybe a treat or
two on May 4th to help raise vital funds for fami-
lies living with dementia nationwide.

Bryan and Una ask everyone to get involved
with local Tea Day events in their homes, gar-
dens, workplaces, schools, local community cen-
tres or somewhere special.

In August 2022, Bryan, a member of The
ASI's Irish Dementia Working Group, a group of
people living with dementia who advocate for
better services, supports and policies in Ireland,
and Una first spoke publicly about Bryan's diag-
nosis in hopes of helping others impacted by the
condition. 

Alzheimer's Tea Day is The ASI's biggest and
most important fundraiser. 

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland Ambassador
Bryan Murray, said: "I was diagnosed with
Alzheimer's three years ago. That's why my
Partner Una and I are proud and excited to join
The Alzheimer Society of Ireland as Tea Day
ambassadors - and we really hope youíll get the
kettle on too and host your very own Tea Day
party on Thursday, May 4th! 

Alzheimer's Tea Day returned last year after
taking place online in 2020 and 2021 due to
Covid-19. Traditional Tea Day events in the past
have raised E500,000. The ASI hopes to continue
rebuilding Tea Day and, this year, raise
E300,000.

There are an estimated 1,838 people living
with dementia in Wicklow, and each year more
than 11,000 people develop the disease across the
country - at least 30 people every day. However,
there is one thing you can do to help - you can
put the kettle on and host your very own Tea
Day!

SIGN UP on teaday.ie or call (01) 207 3800
Can't host a Tea Day this year? You can still

support dementia care and services by making a
donation on Alzheimer.ie 

Bryan Murray and Una Crawford O'Brien

Dublin among most
congested cities 

in Europe
While the noble goal of a superb public transport system displacing cars is being worked on, the
current reality is that economic success and other factors are leading to severe congestion in the
greater Dublin area - and especially in Dublin City Centre.

Many Wicklow motor-
ists drive through greater
Dublin to get to work or
their place of education
and a recent survey shows
that we have now one of
the most congested cities
in Europe.

Many of the Ireland's
main economic engines
are Pharmaceutical and
Med Tech firms and many
put 40 minutes as the
outer limit as to how long
their staff should have to
spend getting to or from
work. Increased conges-
tion will impact our eco-
nomic future. 

"The most congested
cities in Europe have been
revealed with some
drivers spending almost
half an hour to travel just
10 kilometres.

London drivers experi-
ence the worst congestion
in Europe - travelling at
an average of just 14kph
during rush hour.

Motorists in Dublin
experience the second
worst congestion in the
continent, driving at an
average speed of 17 kph at
peak periods.

Bucharest and Paris
both make the top five of
the heaviest traffic jams,
both taking over 25 min-
utes to drive just 10 kilo-
metres.

Drivers in Italy also
experience long wait
times sitting in traffic, as
Milan, Rome and Turin
make the top 10 list also.

Wroclaw and Hamburg
rank at the ninth and tenth
worst congested cities in
Europe, with an average
speed of 20 kph and 23
kph respectively, during
rush hour.

Brussels also has some
of the busiest roads in
Europe, with drivers
spending over 25 minutes

making just 10 kilometres
of progress during peak
travel times.

A UK spokesperson
said: "It's unsurprising to
see London at the top of
the league table - living in
one of the most populated
cities in Europe means that
youíll be driving at an
average of just 14 kilome-
tres an hour at rush hour.
Of the top 10, it's only
drivers in Wroclaw,
Poland and Hamburg,
Germany who can make a
10 kilometre journey in
less than 25 minutes. For
motorists in the busy cities
of Turin, Brussels and
Rome, the journey will
take an average of 25.2
minutes.

"But it's even worse
news for drivers in Paris,

Bucharest, Milan, Dublin
and London where a 10
kilometre trip will take
close to half an hour.
Drivers are experiencing
slow moving traffic every
day - with an average
speed of only 18.9kph
during rush hour across
Europe as a whole.

"And many motorists
are spending over 40 min-
utes doing their daily
commute because of how
congested European city
roads have become. This
is frustratingly slow and
none of us particularly
enjoy spending longer
than we already do sitting
in our cars while we miss
out on things we would
rather be doing.

"But it is surprising not
to see some of Europe’s
biggest cities on the list -
Wroclaw ranking above

Berlin is surprising when
you consider the popula-
tion and congestion repu-
tation in Germany. What
we might be seeing is 
the result of differing lev-
els of investment into
improving roads and pub-
lic transport from city to
city.

"As we try to meet tar-
gets on pollution and
emissions, European lead-
ers need to invest more
time and money into help-
ing the traffic flow more
freely. This might involve
bringing in more conges-
tion charges for motorists
in these cities, building
new and better roads,
pumping more funding
into improving existing
roads as well as public
transport systems, to 
tackle congestion across
Europe."

MOWLAM HEALTHCARE

Applications are invited for the
position of Healthcare Assistant
with Mowlam Healthcare. This position 
will be based in our Nursing Home in 
Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for the successful candidate 
to further their career with Ireland's
largest and most respected independent
healthcare provider of quality nursing 
home care in Ireland.

Candidates must possess
*QQI Level 5 in Healthcare or equivalent. 
Job Type: Full time, 39 hours per week
Salary: €27,000 per annum
Location: Kilcoole Lodge Nursing
Home, Lott Ln, Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow

Contact: 
recruitment@mowlamhealthcare.com

Brendan Adamson seeks
planning permission for:
Attic Conversion including
raising the ridge level of the
roof, new dormer roof to rear
and roof lights to front slope
along with new single storey
extension to the rear of the
existing dwell ing at 13
Charnwood, Bray, Co.
Wicklow. A98 XY29
The planning application
may be inspected or 
purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable
cost of making a copy at the
offices of Wicklow County
Council, County Buildings,
Wicklow during its public
opening hours and a 
submission or observation in
relation to the application
may be made to the 
authority in writing on 
payment of the prescribed
fee within the period of 5
weeks beginning on the date
of receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

I  Desmond Shorten, intend 
to apply for full planning 
permission, For 1: New two
storey rear extension 2:
Forming 4 new dormer window
structures at first floor 3: For
changing of main roof covering
from concrete ti les to Zinc 
covering 4:All associated 
site works at Cush Bawn,
Ball inaclash, Co Wicklow,
A67K318.
The planning application may
be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of Wicklow
County Council, County
Buildings, Wicklow during its
public opening hours and a
submission or observation in
relation to the application may
be made to the authority 
in writing on payment of the
prescribed fee within the 
period of 5 weeks beginning on
the date of receipt by the
authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
FULL PLANNING PERMISSION
Sought for:
1. Proposed New Dormer
Window to replace Existing
Rooflight to Front Elevation.
2. All ancil lary works at 
‘La Verna’, Meath Road, Bray,
Co. Wicklow A98 P864.
Signed: Deirdre Gregan
The planning application may
be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the
reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of Wicklow
County Council, County
Buildings, Wicklow during its
public opening hours and a
submission or observation in
relation to the application
may be made to the authority
in writing on payment of the
prescribed fee within the
period of 5 weeks beginning
on the date of receipt by the
authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

Property Registration Authority
(PRA)

Cork Road
Waterford

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Re lands known as The Marshes 
at The Stones, Annamoe in the

County of Wicklow
Application for first Registration by
Michael Wejchert and Carla
Wejchert
PRA Reference D2022LR007332W

TAKE NOTICE that Michael Wejchert
and Carla Wejchert of The Stones,
Annamoe, Co. Wicklow  has applied
to be registered as owner in fee
simple of the property known as
The Marshes at The Stones,
Annamoe, Co. Wicklow being part of
the Townland of Tomrilan, the
Barony of Ballinacor North and in
the County of Wicklow containing
0.431 hectares or thereabouts more
particularly shown on the map
lodged with the application 
and which may be inspected in 
this office. Any objection to such
registration must be filed in writing
in this office and duly verified within
one calendar month of the date of
publication of this notice. 
In the absence of a valid objection
being received within that time 
registration will proceed
Collete Cassidy Solicitor of
O’Connor LLP Solicitors, 8 Clare
Street, Dublin 2, Solicitors
Reference CC/WEJ008/0005.

By Martin McCarthy 
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Josh Loveridge named All-star
Business Person of the Month  

Wicklow entrepreneur Josh Loveridge has been named All-star
Business Person of the Month for March 2023 by the All-ireland
Business Foundation. 

Josh, a former studetn
of BIFE, is the founder
and CEO of Loveridge
Digital full-service agency
with expertise in managing
and delivering high-per-
formance campaigns
across the whole digital
spectrum.

Josh founded his com-
pany while still at sec-
ondary school, building it
into a multi award winning
agency with a client list
that boasts heavy hitters
such as PlayStation,
BMW, McLaren, HitTV,

Red Bull and many more. 
Josh's All-Star Business

Person Of The Month is
his company's fifth con-
secutive Business All-Star
Accreditation, and it
comes in recognition of
his role as an informed
opinion leader and the go-
to person in his field. 

Reacting to the news of
his achievement, Josh
Loveridge said: “It is a
huge honour to be named
All-Star Business Person
Of The Month for March
2023 by the All-Ireland

Business Foundation. At
Loveridge Digital, we are
obsessed with perfor-
mance and this achieve-
ment shows that our dedi-
cation to excellence is
appreciated by our clients
and our peers. I am proud
to be part of the Business
All-Stars TRIBE and I
look forward to sharing
this achievement with my
talented teams. “ 

Announcing the news
of Josh Loveridge's
achievement, Deputy
Chair of AIBF's

Adjudication Board,
Kieran Ring, said:  “Josh
Loveridge CEO of
Loveridge Digital has
been named All-Star
Business Person of the
Month for March 2023
Accreditation. Josh is an
informed opinion leader
and the go-to person in
his field. He is a trusted
source who moves and
inspires people with inno-

vative ideas, Josh turns
ideas into reality, and
knows and shows how to
replicate his success. Josh
Loveridge CEO of
Loveridge Digital is here-
by included in the AIBF
Register of Irish Business
Excellence.” 

Managing Director of
the All-Ireland Business
Foundation, Kapil Khanna,
said the accreditation,
which is now held by over
500 firms, is needed by the
thousands of small and
medium businesses which
operate to their own stan-
dards but have nothing to
measure them by.

The All-Ireland Busi-
ness Foundation (AIBF) is
an autonomous national
accreditation body tasked
with enterprise develop-
ment and the promotion of
Best-in-Class in Irish busi-
ness.

The Foundation actively
engages and supports its
network through peer dia-
logue, collaboration, men-
toring and enterprise
development activities.
Companies are qualified
for accreditation by com-
pleting an enterprise audit
and are identified by their
use of the AIBF's Business
All-Star Marque. Josh Loveridge 

tHe

MirAcULoUs

PrAYer 

Dear Heart of Jesus in the

past I have asked for many

favours. This time I ask you

this very special one.

(Mention request) Take it,

dear Heart of Jesus and

place it within your broken

Heart where your Father

sees it. Then, in his merciful

eyes it will become 

your favour not mine. St

Anthony and St Jude,

helper of the hopeless, aid

me in my distress. Amen.

Say this prayer for three

days. Promise publication

and favour will be granted.

Never known to fail.  Thank

You. M.o.r.

From 

€49
Call Richard: 087 348 8516  
www.obriensroofingandguttering.ie

From 

€199
Gutters
Cleaned
& Sealed

Roof
Repairs Sauna is €15 per session. 10 people max. Private booking €120. 

Open: Mon - Thurs 6pm - 9pm, Fri - Sun 9am - 9pm
Email: info@thebarrelsauna.ie   Mobile: 089 4152690

www.thebarrelsauna.ie

We are settling in 
nicely to our beautiful
walled garden in the 
Boatyard, Greystones
Harbour, A63 R721
next to Le Creperie.
10 person sauna with 
covered changing area, 

private cubicles,
showers, plunge tubs 
and drinking water.

Call Hanneke to Book a Place:

083 110 0866
Cost
€10

www.magicalyarns.com

LEARN TO
KNIT!
(over a cuppa!)
at our friendly

Knitting & Crochet
workshop held
every Friday

morning in Bray,
10.30am to noon!

Want to learn a new skill that’s practical,
creative, thrifty and tranquil ?

Beginners & advanced welcome.

tel: 087 610 9128

Anto’s tree
services
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

BRAYBRAY
STROKE CLUBSTROKE CLUB

086 872 9255

Meets every Monday in Villa Pacis
on the Vevay Road, Bray.

between 10am and 12 Noon 
The club is open to anybody who has 
suffered a stroke, no matter your age.

Contact Michael
for further details:

ALL SEASONS
P AV I N G  &  L A N D S C A P I N G
• Natural Stone • Limestone • Sandstone

• Porcelain • Fencing • Turf Lawns 
• Artificial Grass • Tarmac and Concrete

Call Clive:
01 2875662 or 087 6632074

REASONABLE RATES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

DERMOT FORTUNE
PAINTING &
DECORATING

FOr all eNQUireS aND  BOOKiNGS
Contact ann on: 085 203 3053 

Sleepy Tipi parTieS
Style your Ultimate
Sleepover party, 
Movie night, Wedding
kids corner, Communion
party or any festive 
celebration into a 
magical  party space.

We set up & style your child’s event 
& pack away the next day to give 
you a hassle free, stress free, 
mess free party! 

Suitable 
for ages 

6 and up

www.mteverestofkathmandu.com

BRAY’S FINEST TIBETAN, NEPALESE &
INDIAN RESTAURANT 

51 Main St, Bray.
A98 V6T3.

Phone: 

01 2723331

www.weatherwiseroofing.ie

Guttering Cleaning
from

€79
Minor Roof Repairs
from

€199

• New Roofs & flat roofs • Facia 
• Soffits• All Roof repairs 
• Guttering
Mobile: 083 480 5879 
Office: 01 901 5501
Email: info@weatherwiseroofing.ie

FREE
QUOTATION
PROVIDED

www. leaf2 leaf landscapes. ie
Call Mike on: 085 11 88 081

LANDSCAPINGDRIVEWAY &

Limited
Time offer

30%
Discount

Mike is an Experienced Paving & Landscaping Specialist
Reference Jobs available on Request.

085 185 6320

JKelect r ica landsolar@gmai l .com

Domest ic

Maintenance

Indust r ia l

Cal l  outs

Solar

Light fun workout to great Latino music and easy moves!!
Increases flexibility, coordination and strength.

Zumba Gold for Seniors
Specially designed
DANCE FITNESS
Program for age 50+

Phone or text 087 247 6673 to book

• Every Mon. @11.30-12.30 pm 
St. Patrick's Centre, Church Rd. 
Greystones

• Every Tues.@10-11am
Shoreline Leisure, 
Southern Cross Road, Bray

• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 
• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600




