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THEWATER - IT'S SAFETO DRINK?

Irish Water last week moved to confirm water in North and
East Wicklow is safe to drink as public representatives and
customers raised a storm of protest over a month-long supply
of foul-smelling drinking water.

In a statement Irish
Water said it "can
confirm that specialist
results received following
ongoing testing of the
Raw North and East
Wicklow areas has indi-
cated the presence of low
levels of a naturally
occurring substance
called MIB (Methyliso-
borneol). While MIB
can result in some people
detecting an earthy,
musty smell and taste
from their drinking water,
it is not harmful to
human health. MIB

is a naturally occurring
organic substance pro-
duced by algae found in
lakes, rivers, streams and
reservoirs. It can be
smelled at very low
concentrations. Seasonal
increases in naturally
occurring algae or
bacteria in water sources
can cause a rise in MIB
above the taste and odour
threshold for some
people. It is impossible to
predict the onset of an
incidence of MIB, or
how long it will last.
However, it will likely be

resolved in the short term
as the current rain spell
continues and the
weather cools.

"We will continue to
keep this water supply
under close review and
will continue monitor for
levels of MIB in the
water.Water produced at
our treatment plants is
tested daily in conjunc-
tion with extensive
monitoring in the
distribution network and
is safe to drink."

Speaking about the
detection of MIB in the

The Greystones Eire Og players celebrating after they beat Tinahely in the U14 A Football finall in
Avondale. Pic: Michael Kelly

drinking water, Tom
Cuddy, Head of Asset
Operations with Irish
Water said "Our primary
focus is the protection of
public health and we
would like to reassure
customers that the water
coming from the drinking
water plants serving
Wicklow is safe to drink.
We understand the
concerns raised by some
customers in relation to
the smell or taste of their
drinking water. While the
smell and taste can be
unpleasant for some
customers, MIB is not
toxic or harmful and the
water remains safe to
drink. As a precaution,
we have increased testing
on these supplies and are
keeping the situation
under close review."
Sinn Fein TD John
Brady speaking out about
the poor quality of drink-
ing water that members
of the public in Wicklow
have been forced to put
up with over the last
number of weeks said

"The worst affected areas
are in the north Wicklow
area between Bray a
Kilcoole".

Brady has contacted
Irish Water in relation to
what he described as the
mouldy and earthy
tasting water in the area,
despite previous assur-
ances from Irish Water
that remedial action was
being taken to improve
the water quality.

Deputy Brady said: "I
have again contacted
Irish Water in relation to
the absolutely unaccept-
able situation regarding
the water supply in North
Wicklow. The poor
quality of the water needs
to be addressed immedi-
ately. While Irish water
have attempted to
attribute the state of the
supply to a mechanical
failure at the water treat-
ment plant last month,
they previously stated
that the quality of the
water supply would
improve. We need to see
action taken.

“Constituents from me in relation to this odours, and mould and
across north Wicklow issue. The water supply is earthy taste to the water.
have been in touch with contaminated by foul Continued on page 3
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Would you like to know how fo finance your new business? Sign up for
this short course: Business Planning & Accessing Finance.
Online on 11th October.

Would you like to know how to increase your sales and lead from your
social media channels and website. Sign up for the following short course
- Maximising Sales from Your Website & Social Media Channels.
Online on 13th October, 2022.

National Women'’s Enterprise Day. On Thursday, 13th October 2022
Kildare and Wicklow LEO's are welcoming female enirepreneurs fo

The Keadeen Hotel, Newbridge, Co. Kildare. This half-day event boasts an
exciting line up of speakers and an ideal opportunity for cross-county
business networking. Book online.

For further details or to book GO TO:
www.localenterprise.ie/Wicklow/Training-Events/
Online-Bookings

Local Enterprise Office Wicklow, Wicklow County Campus, Rathnew, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 0404 30800 Email: enterprise@Ileo.wicklowcoco.ie
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Community sowing day a great success

Twenty local volunteers joined the Community Sowing Day organised by
Newtownmountkennedy Tidy Towns on Saturday 1st October across the town. Three
wildflower patches were sowed in Wicklow Hills, Season Park and the Newtown GAA Club.

Newtown Tidy Towns Volunteers at their Community Sowing Day

Table Quiz for Laragh
Christmas lights

The table quiz to fundraise for the Laragh Christmas
Tree lights will be held in Lynhams of Laragh on
Friday October 21st at 8pm with a raffle on the night.
Table of four people at €40. Any enquiries contact
Collette on 086 607 3700.

Soup and sandwiches

The Soup & Sandwiches lunch is resuming in the
Swann Hall at St. Patrick's Church, Greystones, on
Tuesday 18th October from 12:30pm to 2pm.
Everyone is welcome to attend. Come along for the
chat as well as the food. Suggested donation €5 for
charity.

Junior Tidy Towns group launched
in Newtownmountkennedy

On Wednesday 28th September,
Newtownmountkennedy Tidy Towns
launched their 'Junior Tidy Towns' ini-
tiative with the Third Class of
Newtown Primary School.

Jen Quinn and Paul Kavanagh of Tidy Towns with Barry Coad of Coillte and
Ms Kieran with her Third Class from Newtownmountkennedy Primary School

Blessing of the Graves

The Blessing of the Graves in Redford Park Cemetery
, Greystones, takes place on Sunday 13th November at
3pm. All welcome.

Hot Spot Music Club

Guitarist Declan Sinnott and singer Victoria Keating
will play the Hot Spot Music Club in Greystones on
9th December. This is the rescheduled date, following
the postponement of the 30th September gig. Christy
Moore said of the duo, “This is really beautiful. As
always the guitar playing is just perfect. The arrange-
ment and production, the timing and editing are
superb. On top of all that, the singing is just gorgeous.I
sincerely hope this gets the attention it deserves.”

Doors open 8pm. Show begins at 9pm. Admission
€18/€21. Full details from 087 2917519 or www.the-
hotspot.ie.

With litter pickers and hi-viz vests, supplied
by local sponsor Coillte, the enthusiastic chil-
dren posed for pictures and went on their first
litter pick through the town. This initiative
was organised by Jen Quinn, secretary of the

"Today is part of a wider plan to create a
wildflower corridor in Newtown," said the
Tidy Towns Vice-Chair and organiser of this
event, Danny Alvey.

"We want to contribute to the All-Ireland
Pollinator Plan and create food and shelter for
bees and pollinators in Newtown whilst also
making an attractive focal point in every estate
that everyone can be proud of."

Volunteers from the local GAA club were
also present to lend a hand as part of their
recently launched Healthy GAA Clubs initia-
tive. As well as 'Managed for Wildlife' signs
that were erected on each patch, the local
Newtown and Newcastle Mens Shed are also
creating special bespoke signs for each estate
taking part. Tidy Towns hope to sow more
estates that are part of the shared plan during
October.

Sam Bishop and Grace Kavanagh at the sowing day

Margaret Synnott and Dawn and April McKenna of Newtown GAA at the sowing day

-~

Tidy Towns, and Aishling Gillick, the School
Liaison Officer. It aims to encourage students
of the local primary school

to think about litter, their community and
the environment and get them involved direct-

town.

ly in litter picking and planting around the

* Free Fitting

* Free Measuring
Service

* Free In Home
Advice & Design
Service

+ No Obligation
Quote

*12 Month Guarantee on ALL Blinds*

Tel: 286 5057 Fax: 201 4335 www.acmeblinds.com
email: bray@acmeblinds.com

Behind the Beach

The next event in the 'Behind the Beach' nature
awareness programme at Brittas Bay will take
place at 2pm on Thursday, 13th October.

shop) and Saturday, Sth
November (Sea Buckthorn
management day).

Participants are asked to
meet at the South Beach
Car Park for the walk and
talk will be led by project
ecologist Alan Lauder. It
will focus on the targeted
actions for biodiversity
conservation that the
Council has initiated with
support from the National
Parks & Wildlife Service
(NPWS) and the Local
Biodiversity Action Plan
Fund to protect the dunes
and make this coastal habi-

tat more climate resilient. It
offers an opportunity to
learn more about the con-
servation objectives for
this Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) and
the role of grazing, mow-
ing, surveying and moni-
toring. This is the fourth
event in the public biodi-
versity awareness pro-
gramme with remaining
events scheduled for
Wednesday, 26th October
(Dynamic Dunes work-

To register an interest in
these events or to join the
mailing list please send an
email to wicklowher-
itage@wicklowcoco.ie.
Read more under latest
news on www.wicklow.ie
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Attempt to halt recycling
charges deemed 'void
and unenforceable'

A Section 140 motion put forward by Independent councillors Joe Behan, Mary Kavanagh,
Peir Leonard and Tom Fortune, directing the Chief Executive of the Council Brian Gleeson
not to introduce any charge for the use of Wicklow's recycling centres, has been deemed by
the Council's law agent to not be enforceable.

The Section 140 gives elected
councillors the power to require of
the Chief Executive "any particular
act, matter or thing specifically
mentioned in the resolution and
which the local authority can law-
fully do or effect in the perfor-
mance of the executive functions of
the Local Authority."

Legal advice from the Council's
law agent however stated that this
particular instance represented an
exemption to the Section 140 pow-
ers, and that to proceed with it
would be “legally unsound and
invalid”. A resolution passed under
the proposed motion would be
“void and unenforceable”, the
advice stated.

Cllr Behan stated that he
“respectfully but strong disagrees”
with the legal advice. He said he
wished to proceed with the vote
and the outcome was eight for, 18
abstaining, and six not present.

Mr Gleeson stated that “no final
decision” had been made regarding

the introduction of recycling
charges, and that the matter would
be looked at during the Budget
2023 discussions.

He acknowledged that many
councillors have voiced opposition
to the introduction of charges and
that withdrawing or postponing the
charges for 2023 was still an option
on the table.

“If councillors, after they have
all the information as regards the
implications of the charges, they
are not still not in favour of bring-
ing it in as part of Budget 2023, I
will respect that decision as part
of the budget deliberations,” said
Mr Gleeson.

The Council is undertaking a
review of recycling centres around
the county and is proposing
increased investment which would
include upgrades to the existing
facilities as well as the establish-
ment of a facility in Blessington.

The total investment being pro-
posed is €3 million, which will be

divided among Bray (€1m),
Arklow (€800,000), Blessington
(€500,000), Wicklow (€500,000),
Avoca (€100,000) and Rampere
(£€100,000).

Proposed upgrades include a
new roof and upgrades for Bray
recycling centre; refurbishment and
roof repairs at the Murrough recy-
cling centre; roof repairs and refur-
bishment in Arklow recycling cen-
tre, and incorporating energy effi-
ciency measures in all of the cen-
tres.

The capital cost will be partly
funded through available grant
schemes and the Council's own
resources, however an 'ongoing
income scheme' would also be
required and a charge of €3 per
visit has been floated.

Mr Gleeson reiterated however
that no decision had yet been made
regarding the introduction of the
charges, the amount, or the date
from which they would be intro-
duced.

Closure of Ashford Park
comes out of the blue

Tii\"ﬁ(ll()\\'
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Jayden O'Neill and Katie Lang at Dargle Valley Pharmacy in Bray celebrating its one-year
anniversary at the Egan Centre

Ashford Park and Playground was closed
over the weekend of 1st-2nd October,
shocking the local community.

Parents arrived at the
park to find the park
closed and a 'Private' sign
on the gates.

Councillors Mary
Kavanaghand Joe Behan
raised the issue at the
Monday October 3rd
meeting of Wicklow
County Council, however
it was decided to postpone
discussions until more
information was at hand.

“This is a vital piece of
community infrastructure
in an area that has experi-
enced huge population

growth,” said ClIr
Kavanagh. “It is the kind
of place that can't be done
without. We need to
ensure that we get to the
bottom of this ASAP.
Apart from being a park,
it is a memorial park with
memorial benches, it is
beautifully laid out and a
lot of funding went into it.
I don't mind waiting to
discuss it but I want to
drive home the point that
it's very important this is
dealt with ASAP.”

Social Democrats TD

Jennifer Whitmore has
called on Wicklow
County Council to urgent-
ly engage with all relevant
stakeholders to ensure
that Ashford Park and
playground remains open
to the public.

“The community is
very upset to see the clo-
sure and that no informa-
tion was given ahead of
the decision,” said Deputy
Whitmore.

“People are very upset
to see the closure of the
park with a Private sign
on the gates. This really
came out of the blue for
everyone in the area. This
is a favourite playground

for many families across
the county, and an impor-
tant local resource.

“It was built after much
campaigning and
fundraising by the local
community and it would
be a huge pity to see this
vital facility closed off to
a community that worked
so hard to get it up and
running.

“I am calling on
Wicklow County Council
to intervene at this stage
and work with the
landowners to come up
with a solution that will
see the park open up
again as soon as possi-
ble.”

THE WATER - IT’S SAFE TO DRINK?

Continued from page 1

“While Irish Water have stated
that the water is safe to drink, I
believe that they should make
public the data that has led them
to this conclusion in the interest
of public safety and transparency.
"This situation has been going on
for several weeks and needs to be
addressed immediately. The cur-
rent situation is unacceptable.
And Irish Water needs to inform
residents when they can expect a
sufficient quality of water supply
restored."

Also demanding more informa-
tion, Social Democrats TD
Jennifer Whitmore has called on
Irish Water to release details of
their testing regime for North
Wicklow in the Vartry water sup-
ply. Deputy Whitmore has also
called on the Minister for
Housing, responsible for Irish

Water, to address the situation.

Speaking on the matter, Deputy
Whitmore said, "At this point it's
important that people can regain
trust in their water supply and
Irish Water's handling of the bad
taste and smell that has been
coming out of people's taps
across North Wicklow. With so
many reports coming into me
about the lingering taste and
smell in households, I felt it was
important that Irish Water release
details of its water supply testing
regime from the Vartry water sup-
ply.ﬂ

Last Tuesday the members of
Bray Municipal Council passed
the following motion which has
been forwarded to Irish Water,
HSE & Wicklow County Council
Water Services: "The Members
wish to express their concerns
regarding the condition of the

drinking water supply to the
North Bray area and the impact
the quality of same is having on
its residents".

They have also requested that
Wicklow County Council's Water
Services Department and the HSE
undertake immediate testing of
the water.

However The HSE declined to
get involved saying "Irish Water
is responsible for providing pub-
lic water services and ensuring
drinking water quality meets the
standards in the Drinking Water
Regulations. The EPA is the
drinking water quality regulator
for public water supplies, respon-
sible for enforcing the Drinking
Water Regulations. The HSE
Environmental Health Service is
therefore not in a position to
assist in carrying out the testing
requested.”
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Plans for three Park & Ride facilities

The National Transport Authority (NTA) are proposing three Park &
Ride facilities on the N11/M11, councillors were tpold at last week's
meeting of Wicklow County Council. The three sites are to be located
at Junction 11 at Kilpedder (600 spaces), Junction 6 at Fassaroe (400
spaces), and Junction 16 at Ashford-Rathnew (200 spaces). Planning
permission could be sought as early as December 2022.

Going forward the NTA
confirmed that the Park &
Ride services will need to
integrate with the leap
card. It is also planned to
have around 25% of the

car parking spaces have
fast charging electric
ports.

The NTA also advised
that they want to have
three car parks to reduce

car use, as early as possi-
ble, rather than have one
giant car park in Bray.
The NTA hasn't yet
decided whether the Park
& Ride facility or the bus

5 to 2-6 in Avondale.

Terry Canavan presents Greystones Eire Og captain Maise Grey with
the U14 A Football Championship trophy after Eire Og beat Tinahely 3-

will be free of charge:
“Some of that will depend
on the procurement mech-
anisms,” representatives
from the NTA told coun-
cillors, “and whether we
go out and get someone to
operate the bus service
and the park and ride or
we go out and get some-
one to operate the park
and ride and then have the
bus service servicing those
park and rides. But we
fully understand that it
does have to represent
value for money for the
user and it does have to be
attractive for them to use.”

Councillors broadly
welcomed the plans but
said its success would
hinge on a reliable bus
service.

Cllr Derek Mitchell
welcomed the plans, say-
ing “We need to cut down
on the traffic on the N11.
The Wicklow rail line
south of Greystones does-

n't work effectively. It
could be made better but
it's not policy to do so.
The express bus service
which will obviously take
a while to get up and run-
ning is very important to
how this will work,
because the journey time
from Wicklow is very
high. Therefore people
take their cars. For
instance the journey time
of the Aircoach from
Greystones to Dublin
Airport is virtually the
same time as the Aircoach
from Belfast to Dublin
Airport. It used to be a lot
quicker when it went
along Sandymount Strand.
So the journey time is
absolutely vital to make
these bus services work
and get people out of their
cars. It's a great pity we
didn't know a few weeks
ago about this, when we
were rezoning various
sites in the County

Development Plan for var-
ious purposes and this
could have been incorpo-
rated into it at the time.”

ClIr Melanie Corrigan
said “At the moment there
is chaos in north Wicklow
with the buses. That will
have to be improved - I
can't stress that enough -
for this to work.”

Cllr Stephen Stokes
stated "This is amazing
news. However I asked a
number of questions of the
Park & Ride Office, and
had encouraging answers.
The NTA confirmed that
the extension of the Luas
from Brides Glen is also
on the cards."

As a regular commuter
on the 84X, Clir Stokes
urged that the new Park &
Ride public transport be
available much more
widely than the 84X.

ClIr Stokes stated: "The
84X is a good service, but
it is very constrained with

the times. It will be impor-
tant to have wide ranging
times, with well lit and
safe car parks especially
for female commuters."
Cllr  Stokes also
remarked that a good regu-
lar service is vital. He
noted: "The Park & Ride
facilities in Cambridge,
England are incredible.
They are not just used for
work commuting, but also
tourism and leisure. I rec-
ommended something
similar for North Wicklow.
In fairness the NTA
acknowledged that the ser-
vice needs to be reliable
and about every 15-20
minutes. Initially it will be
bus focused. I did also
stress that we should not
let Go Ahead anywhere
near this as they are a dis-
aster. But operators such as
Dublin Bus, Wexford Bus,
or Finnegan Bray would
be fine. The good news is
that local feeder buses can

also feed into the new Park
& Ride facilities."

Cllr Stephen Stokes
added: "This is an awe-
some opportunity to
reduce car emissions. The
NTA believe this could
10,500 tonnes of emissions
across 13 sites in total. I
commend the NTA for this
forward thinking approach
as it could make many
lives better."

CllIr Stokes concluded:
"My main note of caution
to the NTA would be to
plan early for it being over
subscribed. I did suggest
that they look at some of
the parking facilities in
Manchester, where they
have free two tiered car
parks beside some of their
tram services. That said it
is very encouraging news
and I look forward to
working with the NTA
Park & Ride Office. This
is a potential win-win for
commuters."

Greystones street cleaning machine
unused due to staff shortage

The lack of outdoor council staff to cope with the rapid growth of Greystones

was discussed at the October Municipal District Meeting.

As a result of the staff shortage a Street
Cleaning machine has remained in the depot,
unused for several years, because there are no

staff to drive it.

ClIr Derek Mitchell says that this is despite
council management saying there are now more

drivers.
“It's ludicrous,”

population.

“Lots of maintenance work is not being done

said ClIr Mitchell. “Staff
numbers in Greystones are less than half of
every other area - all of which have a similar

and there is a lack of engineering staff to cope
with facilities needed to cope with the thou-
sands of people coming to live in the town. The
Census shows Greystones increased from 18%
to 20% of the County's population but funding
remained stuck at 12%.”

Census 2022 also shows the population of
Greystones-Delgany is currently 405 short of
the 2028 target of 21,727. At least 1,000 houses
are being built now and Cllr Mitchell estimates
that Greystones will overshoot its 2028 target
by at least 2,000 people in 2023.

ClIr Mitchell said Greystones' share of the

County budget has remained at 12% for at least
the last five years.

“It is by far the lowest spend of any area and
it is not increasing with the population. An
increase in population needs an increase in
resources.“The lack of Outdoor Staff is the rea-
son why Greystones Tidy Towns has had such

difficulties in spite of a huge effort by them.

MEP Grace O'Sullivan visits Wicklow

‘Irish engagement with Europe is more important than ever’

Former Greenpeace Activist and Green MEP Grace O'Sullivan
shared her work in the European Parliament on a recent visit to

Co. Wicklow.

Riverview House
Seapoint Road,
Bray, Co. Wicklow

Tel: 01 276 1330 Fax: 01 276 1336
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie
E-mail: info@benvillerobinson.ie

Trips and Falls*

Personal Injury Lawyers*

Medical Negligence* Catastrophic Injuries*
Workplace Accidents* Road Traffic Accidents*

For professional, confidential and expert legal advice regarding
Personal Injuries suffered, please do not hesitate to contact
Brian Robinson or Clare-Ann Temple.

Rory P. Benville B.C.L.
Brian Robinson B.B.L.S., L.L.M.
State Solicitor
Eilish Bradshaw B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.
Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

MEP O'Sullivan noted that
when she was first elected to the
European Parliament in 2019,
Brexit was the main challenge she
foresaw ahead of the European
Union.

"Little did we know what was
to come," she told local con-
stituents at a meeting in Delgany.
"A pandemic, a war in Europe
and an ever worsening climate
crisis have added to the concerns
of constituents here in Wicklow."

O'Sullivan is now over halfway
through her term as an MEP is
aiming to reach all corners of the
Ireland South constituency with
her work, now that COVID
restrictions have been lifted.

In late September the MEP vis-
ited the towns of Greystones,
Delgany, Kilcoole, Newcastle,
Newtown Mount Kennedy and
Blessington.

Grace entered political life for
the first time in 2014, when she
was approached to run for the
European Parliament for the
Green Party, then with no TDs
and just a handful of Councillors
elected across the country. She
had previously worked for 20
years with Greenpeace
International, spending 10 of
those years onboard numerous
ships furthering environmental

MEP Grace O’Sullivan meeting with Marie McCooey of
Greystones Tidy Towns in Burnaby Park

causes. Her most well-known
encounter was during a protest
against nuclear testing in the
South Pacific, when her ship, the
Rainbow Warrior, was bombed by
the French Secret Service.

While her run in 2014 for
Europe was unsuccessful, she
would eventually be elected to
Seanad Eireann in 2016, sitting
with the Civil Engagement
Group, including Senators
Frances Black, Alice May
Higgins and Lynn Ruane, among
others. A 2019 run for Europe, on

the back of the 'Green Wave' and
school climate strikes, would see
her elected as part of the Greens
group.

O'Sullivan's previous visit to
Wicklow was in the midst of this
election campaign, and due to the
impact of COVID, a long-awaited
return has only come about now.

"Of course, I've been engaging
with members of the public all
across the constituency,"
O'Sullivan notes, "but there really
is no comparison to meeting with
people on the ground, hearing

This rapid growth also needs many projects
provided by the Council and not enough is
being done to provide roads, footpaths, arts &
community facilities.“I will not be voting for
the Council Budget unless something is done to
improve this.”

about their work in the communi-
ty, and sharing the work of the
European Parliament, which can
often seem so far away from peo-
ple's daily lives."

Elected in the fourth seat of
five in 2019, OiSullivan credits
some of her election success to
both young people and students
who may not have even been of
voting age. Because of this, she
says, she wants to prioritise
engagement with these groups,
and so she visited both St.
David's Holy Faith Secondary
School and Temple Carrig School
in Greystones during her visit.

As well as sharing the work
that she has been leading on in
the European Parliament,

O'Sullivan states that a crucial
part of this trip is hearing stories
on the ground of how people are
doing, what projects they are car-
rying out in their communities
and when possible, when she can
help.

"It has too often been the case
that politicians disappear to
Brussels and are not heard from
until they are campaigning again
5 years later. That means they can
sometimes become out of touch,
and thatis not the type of politics
I want to be practicingi she said.

Grace was joined on her visit
by CllIr. Lourda Scott, who facili-
tated many of the meetings with
local community groups. Grace
has now returned to Brussels for
her Committee work, but plans to
return to other towns and villages
in Wicklow in the near future.
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BATHROOMS ¢ STOVES ¢ HEATING * RENEWABLE ENERGY

For a cosy, comfortable home, SKC specialise in a wide range of high quality
bathrooms, fittings, stoves, underfloor heating and renewable energy solutions. Our
Wicklow showrooms are arranged to stimulate your creativity with an extensive range of
bathroom fixtures and accessories as well as a comprehensive range of attractive and
energy-efficient stoves. All of our products are selected for their quality, reliability, and for
their capacity help make your house a home. Visit our Rathnew showrooms or check out...

www.skc.le

Unlf 8, Charvey ane Industrial Es’ra’re, Open: Mon - to Fri: 7:30am - 5pm. Sat: 2am - Tpm.
Charvey Lane, Rathnew. A67 NPé66. e SevICE
Tel: 0404 20088. Email: info@skc.ie
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Isak and Lukas O'Hanlon at the recent Honey Festival in Ashford
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Local landowners fined
for burning vegetation

Two people in County Wicklow have been fined for burning vegetation out of season. The case involved the burning of
living vegetation during the closed season - an offence under Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts 1976-2018.

The case was brought before
Naas District Court, Co. Kildare
on Monday 3rd October 2022.
Mr. Kenneth Balfe and Mrs.
Pamela Balfe, landowners at Gap
Road, Lacken, both pleaded
guilty to the offence and the
Judge imposed fines of €1,000
on both defendants.

A National Parks and Wildlife
Service Ranger outlined the evi-
dence to the court, stating that on
17th April 2021, he responded to
reports from concerned members
of the public that scrub and trees
were being burned at Lacken.

The Ranger travelled to the
area where he could see smoke
and flames beginning to arise
from Gorse bushes. The Ranger
talked with the landowners who
admitted starting the fire, but
denied any wrongdoing.

Judge Desmond Zaidan said
that "it was unbelievable that as
landowners the defendants
would think that burning living

Burnt Hawthorn and Gorse near Lacken, Co. Wfollow
following an illegal fire, 17th April 2021

vegetation was appropriate and
that they wouldnit know of the
restrictions". He went on to fine
them €1,000 each.

The National Parks and
Wildlife Service has has suc-
cessfully closed 25 prosecutions
to date in 2022, and is currently
progressing a further 44.

Social Democrats TD Jennifer
Whitmore welcomed the suc-

cessful prosecutions, saying: “I
have raised the issue of burning
vegetation and wildfires in the
D-il on many occasions, urging
the Minister to act with legisla-
tion and with the necessary
resources to actually prosecute
people who break the law.
“These wildfires impact hav-
ing on air pollution, are devastat-
ing to wildlife and pollute our

water sources. They’re also a
huge risk to our fire fighters and
emergency services that must
respond to a call out of a wild-
fire. Each time this happens,
their safety is at risk.

“It is unacceptable that burn-
ing should occur outside the law-
ful season, and that this
behaviour leads to unnecessary
damaging wildfires. However,
successive governments have
been slow to enforce existing
legislation and to catch those
who carry out these acts.

“I hope enforcement has the
impact of reducing wildfires in
the first place and that we will
see the benefits in the quality of
our air, repopulation of wildlife
numbers in areas impacted as
well as better quality of our
rivers and streams as a result of
better vegetation management. I
look forward to seeing the future
impact of the successful prosecu-
tions.”

Struck 1n a rut: Motorists urged to be
vigilant during deer breeding season

It's autumn and in our forests and across our
mountains, tensions are rising as the rutting
or deer breeding season gets under way, the
time of the year when male deer are driven by

an urge to reproduce.

Recycled:
e Screened Topsoil

e Screened no 2 soil

* 4" Down Crushed Concrete
® 4" Clean Crushed Concrete
* 3" Down Crushed Concrete
* 3" Clean Crushed Concrete
* Crushed Concrete Fines

* Crushed Tarmac Fines

* No 2 Stone

Also available:

* Granite ® Pebble ® Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling,
Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to
Blinding, Recycled Screened Topsoil, Sand, Gravel efc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY e ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We dlso accept for recycling: ¢ Clay ¢ Stone ¢ Concrete ¢ Tarmac ¢ Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866

www.marrakeshltd.com

From late September
until early November the
clash of antlers will be
heard as males show off
their virility to potential
mates and, like gladiators
entering an arena, they
parade around showing
off their armoury of
antlers.

While the rut is an

amazing experience to
witness it is also a time
when there is an increased
incident of road traffic
accidents involving deer
as male deer go in search
of females and younger
males are ousted by domi-
nant males forcing deer to
cross public roads and
motorways.

The Irish  Deer
Commission are calling
on motorists to be vigilant
at dawn and dusk, when
deer are most active, par-
ticularly in high risk areas

such as woodlands and
mountains. What should
drivers do in high risk
areas? Reduce speed
where they see a warning
sign and stay alert.
Prepare to stop, never
swerve as you could hit
another obstacle or
oncoming vehicle. When
you see a deer "dip your
headlights" as the full
beam may cause the deer
to freeze. If a deer has
crossed in front of your
vehicle, be aware that oth-
ers may follow. Do not

A Co.Kerry Red Stag during the rut - photo by Peter O'Toole

approach an injured deer.
If you are involved in a
road traffic accident
involving a deer or come
across a deer that has
been involved in a road
traffic accident, immedi-
ately contact the local
Gardai. The Irish Deer
Commission operate a
humane deer dispatch
scheme with 135 trained
volunteers assisting agen-
cies and charities who
deal with an increasing
number of deer vehicle
collisions nationally.
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Get your career and life on the right path
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Galls for an urgent solutlon to transport issues

TDs Jennifer Whitmore and John Brady spoke in The Dail last week
about the ongoing problems with the 184, 185 and 45a bus routes
operated by Go-Ahead Ireland servicing the areas of Kilmacanogue,
Greystones, Newtownmountkennedy, Kilpedder, Enniskerry and

Bray.

The National Transport
Authority (NTA) will
meet later this month to
review the Go-Ahead
Ireland contract. The con-
tract, which is scheduled
to run until October 2023,
can be extended to
October 2024, however
Deputy Brady is calling
for the contact to be
immediately revoked.

Deputy  Whitmore
pressed the need for an
“urgent solution” to the
chronic problems.

Deputy Whitmore said
“the problem with cancel-
lations, delays or buses
driving past people at bus
stops, has been plaguing
residents in  North
Wicklow for some time.
Go-Ahead receive state
funding to run these pub-
lic transport routes across
Wicklow. For people
using the 184 to
Newtownmountkennedy
or the 185 to Enniskerry
and the 45a to Bray, these
bus services are the only
public transport option
available and are used for
commuting and school
runs, a significant lifeline
for people going about
their day-to-day business.

“My  constituency
office has been inundated
with very angry and upset
people reporting late or

Jennifer Whitmore TD

cancelled buses along
these routes. Many have
even witnessed half
empty buses passing right
by them as they stand at
the bus stop. I've had par-
ents on to me that they
have had to miss a day of
work because they had to
drive their kids into
school and collect them
when no buses showed
up. We are two months
into the new school year
and it seems the situation
is only getting worse.
“People with disabili-
ties, the elderly and vul-
nerable are particularly
disadvantaged when a bus
is cancelled. Where night
time buses have been can-

celled, female passengers
have felt unsafe as they
are left stranded in darkly
lit stations.

“Go-Ahead have stated
time and time again that
they are dealing with staff
recruitment issues due to
covid and retention as a
result of the post-pandem-
ic economy. However, it
is not the responsibility of
passengers to deal with
staff recruitment, reten-
tion or staff absences. It is
the responsibility of the
operator, in this case Go-
Ahead, the National
Transport Agency and the
Minister's Department to
intervene when the situa-
tion gets out of hand. It's
all very well having fines
in place, but this doesn't
make up for someone
missing work, school or
left stranded in the middle
of the night with no way
of getting home. Fines
mean nothing for some-
one who has waited 18
months for a hospital
appointment and can't go
because the bus didn't
show up without any pre-
emptive warning. These
fines don't help those peo-
ple.

“I have called on the
Minister to intervene at
this juncture before the
situation gets worse.

John Brady TD and his Sinn Féin colleagues protesting outside the Department Of Transport last week.

People are losing confi-
dence in our public trans-
port system when there
was already very little to
go around in the first
place. And for this rea-
son, they are starting to
get back into their cars
which we can see on our
public roads, busier than
they were before the pan-
demic.

“The Social
Democrats, in our
Alternative Budget

launched two weeks ago,
insisted on a capacity
review being carried out

English Language Studies

Full time course of English for speakers of other languages
MODULES INCLUDE:

e English Language Studies e Irish Cultural Studies
¢ \assage ® Food Preparation e Pastry & Confectionary

by the Transport
Department on bus opera-
tors such as Go Ahead. I
believe, now is the time to
carry out this capacity
review to ensure people
are getting value for
money in state invest-
ments in these companies,
and to assess whether
these routes need to be re-
tendered. The Minister
must urgently intervene.
The people of Wicklow
deserve a public transport
service they can rely on.”

Also speaking in The
Dail last week, Sinn Fein
TD John Brady called for
an immediate revocation
of the Go-Ahead Ireland
contract.

“Yesterday, myself and
a number of my col-
leagues in Sinn FEin from
constituencies affected by
the poor service provided
by Go-Ahead protested
outside the offices of the
Department of Transport
in Dublin to demand that
Minister for Transport
Eamon Ryan take imme-
diate action over the fail-
ures on the Go-Ahead
Ireland routes in
Wicklow,” said Deputy
Brady.

Deputy Brady reiterat-
ed his anger at the record
of “unmitigated disaster”
on the three Wicklow
routes in Wicklow.

“A bus service needs to
be accessible, affordable,
and reliable. The Go-
Ahead bus service meets
none of these criteria.We
have people across north
Wicklow who rely on this
service, being left aban-
doned by the side of the
road, as services were
cancelled without notice,
or were running so late
that they were forced to
miss or arrive late for
work, school, or hospital
appointments.

“The whole experience
of the Go-Ahead Ireland
bus service in Wicklow
has been an absolute dis-
aster. A disaster that has
been brought about by the
policies of this, and the
previous Government

who want to see state ser-
vices privatised.

“The routes in question
in Wicklow were previ-
ously provided by Dublin
Bus. But because of the
privatisation policies of
the government, these
were offered to Dublin
Bus.

“The responsibility
now lies with Minister
Eamon Ryan to sort this
out.The contract needs to
immediately be taken off
Go-Ahead Ireland and
given back to Dublin Bus
to allow them to resume
the same level of service
as before.The Minister
cannot allow the current
situation where we have
people who rely on the
bus service being forced
to miss work, school, and
hospital appointments,
because a private compa-
ny is unable, or unwilling
to put in place the
resources to provide the
service that is needed.”

In correspondence with
Labour TD Dunvcan
Smith, the NTA stated
"Public transport opera-
tors are experiencing sig-
nificant challenges in
recruiting qualified staff
following the economic
and social constraints
connected to the COVID-
19 pandemic. The public
transport industry has
been particularly hard-hit
as operators attempt to
return to pre-pandemic
levels of activity as well
as deliver intended ser-
vice improvements such
as the BusConnects
Network Redesign and
Connecting Ireland pro-
grammes. These issues
are further exacerbated
when existing staff must
also be absent at short
notice while following
HSE guidelines after con-
tracting COVID-19 or
developing other illness-
es.

"The impact of these
absences is felt the most
on low-frequency ser-
vices (hourly or less fre-
quent), where the time
between services is

extended with little
opportunity for advance
warning. The Authority
and the operators have
been working to try to
ensure that such cancela-
tions are minimised, that -
where possible - consecu-
tive services are not with-
drawn, and that first and
last daily services on a
route operate. It should be
noted that the Authority
and the operators are
making every attempt to
introduce more drivers so
that all services can run
as scheduled. The opera-

TIan McGahon

tors have recently ran
recruitment campaigns
and more drivers will be
available once their
required training is com-
plete."

“Operators are fore-
casting significant
improvements in reliabili-
ty in the coming months,
dependent on successful
recruitment and retention
of critical staff, in partic-
ular drivers.”

An international cyber
attack on Go-Ahead, has
been the cause of a large
number of cancelled
busses in Co.Wicklow in
recent weeks, it's been

revealed.
In a letter to Labour
TD Duncan Smith,

responding to a Par-
liamentary Question, the
National Transport
Authority said that Go-
Ahead Ireland notified

the NTA in early
September that “The
wider Go-Ahead group
was the subject of a
cyber-security alert. The
impact of this on IT sys-
tems has resulted in major
difficulties in communi-
cating rosters to drivers
across the Go-Ahead
group internationally,
including Ireland. This
has resulted in a large
number of additional ser-
vice cancellations in
recent days across the
Go-Ahead Ireland net-
work, over and above
those associated with
driver shortages.”

Go-Ahead is being
fined E640,000 for the
second quarter of 2022
due to late or cancelled
bus, which is twice the
amount it was fined for
the whole of 2021.

Bray West Labour
Party representative Ian
McGahon said “This is a
staggeringly huge jump
and shows the absolutely
appalling shambles of a
service from Go Ahead
Ireland on the 45a, 184,
185 routes along with
other routes. Go-Ahead's
service in the outer
Dublin region over the
last four years has been
apalling but has recently
gotten so bad that com-
muters are beginning to
abandon using their ser-
vice altogether.”

Mr McGahon has writ-
ten to all five Wicklow
TDs and all of the mem-
bers of the Oireachtas
Committee on Transport
calling for intervention on
the matter.

“The travelling public
are incredibly incredibly
angry at this extremely
poor bus  service.
Schoolchildren and work-
ers have been reporting
warnings for being con-
tinuously late. Parents are
reporting having to fork
out taxis. The NTA might
fine Go Ahead Ireland
huge amounts but who
compensates the travel-
ling public for these huge
inconveniences.”
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‘A further devastating
blow to those who
depend on the CIS’

Sinn Fein TD John Brady has reacted with concern at recent
developments which he sees as a further undercutting of support for
the Citizens Information Service (CIS) across the country.

“The Minister for
Social Protection Heather
Humphries has effective-
ly taken a decision to get
rid of the volunteer mem-
bers of the CIS, who will
no longer be allowed to
provide information to
the public, following the
decision by the Citizen
Information Board to
exclude Volunteer
Information Providers
from the terms of refer-
ence of the CIB.

“Following on from
the closure of the CIS ser-
vice in Wicklow Town,
this represents a further
devastating blow to those
who depend on the CIS to
assist them, particularly
the vulnerable and the
elderly.

“The Volunteer
Information Providers
members of the CIS, who
have for decades helped
provide an enormous ser-
vice to our communities
are to be prevented from
continuing to provide a
frontline service to those
in need of their services.

“What we are talking
about here is individuals,
people from our commu-
nities, possessed of a
wealth of experience,

who sought out and
received the necessary
training to enable them to
provide valuable informa-
tion and advice needed by
those in need across our
communities.

“In a world where
bureaucracies no longer
seem to have the capacity
or the inclination to take
the time to listen to ordi-
nary people, these indi-
viduals made it their busi-
ness to take the time to
listen, to care, to provide
empathy. And to advocate
on behalf of the members
of our communities.

“These skilled, trained,
and experienced staff,
who volunteered their
time to their communities
are now to be restricted to
filling in forms. This is a
ridiculous development.

“The loss of the
Volunteer Information
Providers is compounded
by the closure of the CIS
office in Wicklow Town.
This is a huge loss to the
Town and the surrounding
area, and the many, many
members of the communi-
ty which availed of its
services. It is a particular
blow to the vulnerable
and elderly, who relied on

the CIS to advise, and to
advocate on their behalf.

“We can only deduct
that the Government
wants state services to go
the way of the Banks and
work towards minimising
their interaction with
members of the public.
Very often people in need
of these services had to be
helped to identify the core
of the problem through
gentle probing before a
solution could be devel-
oped to address their
needs. This is now to be a
thing of the past.

“It will be the vulnera-
ble and the elderly who
will bear the brunt of this
move.l have written to the
Minister to ask why
Volunteer Information
Providers have been
excluded from the terms
of reference of the Citizen
Information Board (CIB),
the governing body which
manages the CIS for the
government.

“This move is another
blow for rural Ireland, for
ordinary people not just
here in Wicklow but
across the state. The gov-
ernment appears intent on
not just stripping away the
very fabric of our commu-
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customers

Paul Burns of Dargle Valley Pharmacy celebrates the pharmacy’s one-year anniversary at the Egan Centre with some of his

nities but replacing them
with faceless terminals
which can only be
accessed by phone or
online.

“The government

must be made to realise
that that fabric and the
needs of our communi-
ties matter more than a
balance sheet. I call on
the Minister to use her

role as the head of the
department in charge of
the CIB to seek to get
this development over-
turned and let the
Volunteer Information

Providers resume that
role that they have per-
formed for their com-
munities for decades. I
also call on the
Minister to immediate-

ly take steps to reopen
the CIS office in
Wicklow Town to allow
it continue to advise
and advocate for the
community.”
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Doreen and Paul Burns celebrating the first anniversary of the opening of Dargle Valley
Pharmacy at the Egan Centre in Bray.

'Dr. Ryan park needs improvement'

Cllr Derek Mitchell

Dr Ryan Park, located between Delgany and Greystones,
needs a big makeover to make it more attractive, Cllr Derek
Mitchell has said.

“There is broken glass around the woods. The park needs to be made
more visible with lights, and the gorse and scrub need to be cut back, large
trees must be maintained, bins need to be installed. The site should be very
attractive with views of the Great and Little Sugar Loaf, Bray Head, the
town and the sea.

“I put down a motion to improve it at a meeting of Greystones Municipal
District but was told due to outdoor and engineering staff shortages nothing
can be done at present. This emphasises the need for a fairer share of the
Council Budget - if there is higher population density more parks will be
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Bray firefighters'
memorial vandalised

Brady slams act as 'attack on the entire community'

The memorial erected to honour the memory of Bray firefighers Brian Murray and Mark

O'Shaughnessy was vandalised last week.

The memorial, located at the entrance to Father
Colohan Terrace at the top of the town opposite Bray
Town Hall, was erected in memory of the two
firefighrers who died in the line of duty in 2007,
battling a fire in Little Bray.

The act of vandalism occurred just days after a cere-
mony was held to mark the 15th anniversary of their
deaths.

Sinn Fein TD John Brady said he was “absolutely
appalled”.

“Unfortunately, this is not the first time the memori-
al has been vandalised, this time it comes only a few
days after their 15th anniversary when firefighters and
family members laid flowers at the memorial,” he
said.

“This is highly disrespectful and insensitive to the
two heroes that paid the ultimate sacrifice in the line
of duty and to their families. It's also an attack on the
entire community who think so highly of Brian and
Mark.

“Following previous acts of vandalism my col-
leagues Cllr Dermot O’Brien and Cllr Grace
McManus succeeded in getting the council to erect
public lighting at the memorial to act as a deterrent.
However, the lighting hasn’t been switched on yet,
despite it being installed a number of months ago. The
council must immediately get the lighting connected,
the installation of CCTV must also be examined, this
is something that I don’t think anybody thought would
ever be needed.

“I appeal to anyone that has any information on
who vandalised the memorial to please go to the
Gardai or they can contact me.”

The monument was designed by local artist Ciaran

needed.”

Patterson and was erected in 2013.

The vandalised firefighters memorial

'Worryingly low' number of fines for parking in cycle lanes

Green Party TD Steven Matthews has expressed his
frustration in relation to the number of Fixed Charge Notices
(fines) that have been issued in the last three years in relation

to parking in cycle lanes.

Only an average of ten fines
were issued weekly. These figures
were released to Deputy Matthews
following his engagement with
senior representatives from An
Garda Siochana at the Oireachtas
Committee on Transport.

Other figures released related to

the number of cyclists struck by a
vehicle and the number of cyclists
admitted to hospital due to injuries
from a collision/accident.

Deputy Matthews has requested
Wicklow specific figures but as of
yet they have not been released to
him.

Festina Lente seeking
move to Kilpedder

Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore paid a visit to
Bray's Equestrian Centre Festina Lente recently to see first
hand the hugely important role they play in the community,
particularly for those with physical and intellectual chal-
lenges.

Currently housed in Bray, Festina Lente have outgrown their current
facility and hope to secure enough fundraising to build a new Centre in
Belfield, Kilpedder.

Visiting the centre in Bray, Deputy Whitmore said “I really enjoyed
visiting Festina Lente to see their current facility, hear about their plans
and see first hand the amazing work they've carried out to date.

“This includes using horses to create opportunities in learning for
those with intellectual and physical challenges. Over 450 people a week
use this service and provide further education and learning programmes
to an additional 200 people each week.

“They are starting on their new journey towards expanding this ven-
ture and have secured a site in Belfield in Kilpedder. They are now com-
mencing their fundraising campaign to fund the development of a
National Education Centre to deal with the huge demand for all their pro-
grammes. This new facility will reduce waiting lists and provide much
needed care and training for those who need. It will be a huge county
resource drawing people in from across the country.

“I will be supporting Festina Lente's plans to develop a National
Education Centre in Kilpedder and will work with them to assist them to
realise their vision.”

Deputy  Matthews  said:
“Unfortunately, while these statis-
tics are hugely disappointing, both
as a cyclist and as a public repre-
sentative, they aren't entirely sur-
prising. The issue of parking in
cycling lanes around Co. Wicklow
is something that I have been rais-
ing long before I became a TD.
The figures I have obtained from
2020 onwards represent a national
level and show that we are look-
ing at 10 fines per week nationally

1

3

Deputy Whitmore at Festina Lente with Training and

for parking in a cycle lane so far
this year. I think it is fair to say
that if you tried, you could find
that many offences on any main
street in any given day so the fact
that so few fines are being issued
is incredibly frustrating.

“The fact that we have had
more cyclists hospitalised due to
incidents involving other vehicles
than we have had fines issued for
parking in cycle lanes is a clear
indication that we not only have a

AR :

behavioural issue but also an
enforcement one. I will be raising
this very concerning statistics
with the Guards at a local level
but its clear that this failure to
address what can potentially be a
very serious road infringement
goes way behind an individual
station.

“I am seeking an urgent shift
in emphasis from An Garda
Slochana in their enforcement of
cycling lanes and any other mea-

adke

Day Services Manager Sabrina Tierney

sures that offer greater protection
to cyclists on our roads.

“I am more than happy to work
at a local and national level in sup-
port of this, but any rhetoric or
road safety campaign needs to be
matched with action in terms of
consistently issuing fines for
anybody blocking a cycle lane,
even briefly. The excuse of 'T'll
only be a minute' can't cut it
anymore,” concluded Deputy
Matthews.
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House prices rise by 1.2% in the past three months

The price of the average second-hand three-bed semi in County
Wicklow has increased by 1.2% to €364,000 in the last three months,
according to the latest national survey by Real Estate Alliance.

Across the county, time
taken to sell rose by two
weeks to an average of
five, the Q3 REA Average
House Price Index shows.
Wicklow agents are report-
ing that 56% of purchasers
this quarter were first time
buyers, with 33% of buyers
coming from outside of the
county.

Additionally, agents
across the county are
reporting that BER A-rated
homes are commanding a
13% premium over their C-
rated equivalents.

Average prices in Bray
this period were unchanged
at €425,000, with time to
sell rising by one week to
an average of four. North
East Wicklow prices were
up by 5.9% to €395,000,
with time to sell sitting at
four weeks.

During this period,
prices in Wicklow town
were unchanged at
€395,000, with time to sell
up by two weeks to five
weeks average this quarter.

“We have noticed that
housing stock levels in the
second-hand market are
back to 75-85% of levels
seen pre-Covid,” said Matt
Forkin of REA Forkin,
Wicklow.

“This increase in supply
has slowed down both the
pace of the market as well
as the time it takes bring
the property from on-the-
market to sale agreed.

“There is a significant
level of ex-rental stock in
the market, with landlords
exiting the residential
investment market.

“A number of new home
developments right across

County Wicklow have
made up a lot of the supply,
especially the first-time
buyer market.”

Average prices in
Blessington were un-
changed at €360,000 this
quarter, with time to sell
remaining at four weeks.
Baltinglass prices also saw
no change this quarter, and
currently sit at €245,000,
with time to sell in the area
remaining at six weeks.

“The quantity of view-
ings for mainstream three-
bed homes has held firm
since Q2, but we have seen
an increasing willingness
to step away from bidding

wars,” said Simon
Murphy of REA Murphy
Baltinglass and

Blessington.
Nationally, the rate of
house price inflation has

halved in the past three
months as rising costs
cause home buyers to be
more cautious, the index
shows.The actual selling
price of a three-bedroomed
semi-detached house
across the country rose by
1.4% over the past three
months to €290,630 1 rep-
resenting an annual
increase of 10%.

This is a marked slow-
down on the 2.9% quarter-
ly increase recorded in the
preceding three months,
signalling a cooling of the
frenetic demand in the
marketplace.

And the index found
that A rated homes are
commanding a 12% pre-
mium over their C rated
equivalents - a figure that
rises to 16% in the capital
as running costs become
more important to home
buyers.

The REA Average
House Price Survey con-

centrates on the actual sale
price of Ireland's typical
stock home, the three-bed
semi, giving an accurate
picture of the second-hand
property market in towns
and cities countrywide.

Time taken to reach sale
agreed rose to five weeks
from four as REA agents
nationwide reported a less
frenzied approach to view-
ing and buying.

While the actual aver-
age selling price of three
bedroomed homes in
Dublin city is about to
breach the €500,000
mark, the 0.8% quarterly
rise to €497,500 is half
that experienced in the pre-
vious three months.

58% of all purchasers in
the past quarter were
first-time buyers according
to REA, a figure which
rose to 76% in Dublin as
people with mortgage
approval look to get on the
housing ladder.

Steven Matthews TD

New Vacant Homes Tax welcomed

Deputy Steven Matthews, Green Party TD for Wicklow, says that the intro-
duction of the new Vacant Homes Tax will be crucial to addressing the
housing crisis and increasing the number of properties available to buy and

rent.

The Vacant Homes Tax was announced
as part of Budget 2023 and will target
homes that are occupied for less than 30
days in a 12-month period. The new tax
will apply an extra charge to a vacant home
of three times the property's LPT liability
on top of its existing LPT charge and is
designed as an activation incentive for an
empty house rather than a revenue genera-
tor.

Speaking following the announcement
of the Vacant Homes Tax, Deputy

Matthews said: “I have been pushing for
the introduction of a Vacant Homes Tax
since I was first elected to the Dail. The
announcement of a new Vacant Property
Tax in Budget 2023 is a welcome start
towards reducing the number of vacant and
derelict properties across the country.
Crucially, the tax will be administered by
Revenue and this will help to ensure the
proper enforcement and collection of
levies.

“As Chair of the Oireachtas Committee

on Housing, Local Government and
Heritage, I have been working to introduce
measures that will increase the supply of
affordable housing and return vacant and
derelict properties to use. Last May I
launched the Urban Regeneration Report
which recommended the introduction of a
Vacant Homes Tax with reasonable exemp-
tions. Additionally, the Commission on
Taxation and Welfare's report published
shortly before the budget advised that a
property tax surcharge should be applied to
vacant properties.

“While the Vacant Homes Tax
announced in Budget 2023 is very wel-
come, it needs to be charged at a higher
rate to act as an incentive to return vacant

properties to use. The length of time that a
property can remain unoccupied should
also be considered and reduced in line with
the practices of other European countries
with vacant property taxes. I will continue
to work with the Minister for Housing to
address these concerns and increase the
effectiveness of this tax in future.

“Tackling the blight of vacancy and
dereliction in our towns and villages across
the country is a core policy of the Green
Party. Among other measures, we have
successfully introduced planning exemp-
tions and the Croi Conaithe scheme which
provides grants up to €50,000 to turn
vacant or derelict buildings back into
homes. If anyone has questions in relation
to this issue, I would encourage them to get
in touch with me directly and I will offer
any support I can,” Deputy Matthews con-
cluded.

Housing body has 36 new
social and cost rental homes
in construction in Wicklow

Housing body Respond has 36 new social and cost rental
homes in construction in Wicklow, it announced last week.
The organisation delivered 56 new social and affordable
homes across the county last year.

Respond now owns and manages
160 homes across Wicklow, sup-
porting more than 194 service users
in social housing developments and
cost rental schemes, family home-
less services, early childhood care
and education, and supports for
elderly people and refugees.

The announcement was made as
Respond's Annual Report 2021 was
launched last week by Minister for
Housing, Local Government and
Heritage Darragh O'Brien TD,
detailing the real impact the organi-
sation has had in local communities
across the country.

Respond was directly responsi-
ble for providing 16.4% of all new
social and cost rental homes built
by Approved Housing Bodies
across Ireland last year, including
Ireland's first purpose-built cost
rental scheme at Woodside,
Enniskerry Road.

Respond Spokesperson Niamh
Randall said: “Our Annual Report
is a snapshot of the great work car-
ried out by our teams on the ground
supporting those who need it most

in our communities. Central to this
support is providing families with
access to stable, long-term homes
where they can put down roots as
part of a local community. Despite
the challenge of construction cost
inflation, we have 1,422 new social
and cost rental homes under con-
struction across the country. We are
committed to continuing to help
alleviate the massive need nation-
wide for social housing and sup-
porting the Government's Housing
for All strategy.

“Respond's current building pro-
gramme has a value of more than
€1bn. However, the current models
for delivering social and cost rental
homes are proving increasingly
challenging in light of construction
cost inflation, which has seen sig-
nificant increases in the last 12
months, along with the recent
increases in interest rates. We are
working with the Department of
Housing, Local Government and
Heritage on a welcome review of
the structure and operation of
Capital Advanced Leasing Facility

(CALF) funding scheme. The
CALF scheme enables Approved
Housing Bodies like Respond to
deliver social homes. In addition,
we welcome commitments to make
changes to the Cost Rental Equity
Loan Scheme as part of Budget
20234.

Darragh O'Brien TD, Minister
for Housing, Local Government
and Heritage, added: “I would like
to commend Respond's work in
supporting families across the
country, both in terms of delivering
new homes and the wider commu-
nity support services it offers. The
Government's Housing for All strat-
egy is

focused on increasing the hous-
ing supply, in addition to providing
a range of affordable purchase and
rental measures. Respond's work is
critical in helping us towards
achieving these goals.”

In addition to its role as an
Approved Housing Body delivering
housing developments and cost
rental schemes, Respond provides
several additional services to com-
munities nationwide, including
family homeless services, Early
Learning and School Aged Care
services, and services for older peo-
ple, families and refugees.

Property prices rise by €4,000 in Q3

Property prices in Wicklow have bucked the national trend by rising during the quarter,
according to the latest MyHome.ie Property Report.

The report for Q3 2022 shows that the median asking price for a property in the county is now €389,000.
This means prices have risen by €39,000 compared with this time last year.

Asking prices for a 3-bed semi-detached house in the county stayed steady over the quarter at €385,000.
This means that prices in the segment rose by €25,000 compared to this time last year.

Meanwhile, the asking price for a 4-bed semi-detached house in Wicklow fell by €2,500 over the quarter
to €475,000. This price is flat compared to this time last year.

There were 636 properties for sale in Wicklow at the end of Q3 2022 - an increase of 33% over the quar-
ter.

The average time for a property to go sale agreed in the county and the city after being placed up for sale
now stands at just over two and a half months.

Jess Doolan, Cllr Shay Cullen, Lorraine Timmons, and Carole Anne Vermeulen are pictured at the
Homney Festival in Ashford.
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Treat your tastebuds
at Wicklow Naturally's
October Feast

Wicklow Naturally's October Feast is a month-long celebration of
Wicklow's food and drinks story, including farming, foraging, brew-
ing, distilling, and much more.

The popular festival
celebrates Wicklow's
thriving food and drinks
scene. Throughout the
month of October,
Wicklow Naturally mem-
bers are showcasing their
range of products,
diverse experiences and
numerous interactive
events.

October Feast was
launched on Saturday,
October 1st at Powers-
court Distillery during
their Harvest Festival.

At the launch
Wicklow Naturally's
Chairperson, Pamela
Walsh, said, “Wicklow
has an abundance of
world-class local food
and drink producers
and this October Feast
is bursting with flavour
with over 40+ events.
We have developed an
unforgettable, engag-
ing, inclusive, memo-

Ollie Nolan of Ollies Farm gives a talk on
keeping bees at the launch of the October Feast in
Powerscourt Distillery.

At the launch of Wicklow Naturally's October Feast were John Cashman, Santina Kennedy, Paul Smith, CEO of Wicklow
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County Council Brian Gleeson, Cathaoirelach of Wicklow County Council Tommy Annesley, Pamela Walsh and Cllr Rory

O'Connor

rable events programme
for festival-goers to
enjoy.”

Treat your tastebuds
and set your sights on
these amazing events
From hands-on master-
classes, learning about
our farm-family sustain-

able stories, taking some
of the country's best dis-
tillery, beer, and wine
tasting tours, to cooking
demonstrations, meeting
the maker and heading
out on guided foraging
and mushroom hunts.
You can also enjoy

a taste of Wicklow
Naturally as eatery mem-
bers throughout the coun-
ty showcase the finest
Wicklow produce in their
seasonal menus.

The network will also
hold food waste, food
poverty and environmen-

tal awareness initiatives.
Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County Council,
Cllr Tommy Annesley,
said, “Wicklow County
Council is delighted to be
supporting October Feast.
The Wicklow Naturally
team and its members

have the perfect mix of
experiences in 2022, so
why not explore, discover
and get involved in the
many events planned
across County Wicklow
this October by heading
over to https://wicklow-
naturally.ie/events/.”

Canadian Chamber of
Commerce executives
visit Wicklow

Gerry Ginty, Powerscourt Distillery (right), welcomes executives from
the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, Lauren Lamonday, Tourism
Ireland (left); and Marlene Burke, Failte Ireland (second right).

Twelve senior executives from the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce visited Wicklow and Ireland last week. Their visit
was organised by Tourism Ireland in Toronto, in partnership
with Indus Travels (group tour operator) and Aer Lingus, as
well as Tourism NI and Failte Ireland.

The aim of the visit was for the executives to get to know Ireland and
the many things to see and do here - equipping them to then lead 'once-
in-a-lifetime' vacations here, boosting group travel to the island of
Ireland from Canada in 2023.

The group's action-packed itinerary showcased our history and her-
itage, as well as the many reasons for Canadian groups to visit in the off-
peak season. It included the Powerscourt Estate and Powerscourt
Distillery, Glendalough and a scone-making lesson at Ballyknocken
Cookery School.

Sandra Moffatt, Tourism Ireland's Manager Canada, said "We are
delighted to partner with Indus and Aer Lingus to showcase some of our
iconic and 'bucket list' experiences to this influential group of travel
leaders from the Canadian Chamber of Commerce. With year-round
flights to Dublin from Toronto, we are excited to be welcoming back vis-
itors in every season and encouraging group travel is a priority for
Tourism Ireland. Our aim is that these influential guests will return home
more enthused and excited about Wicklow and Ireland than ever - and
continue to help us to grown Canadian visitor numbers in 2023."

First Official Good Food
Ireland Tour arrives in Wicklow

Good Food Ireland is now bringing international visitors to Ireland on certified farm to fork food cultural tours. The
first official Tour, a group of visitors from the United States, arrived last week in Wicklow where they stayed and
dined at BrookLodge & Macreddin Village. Chef Proprietor Evan Doyle crafted a carefully curated Tasting Menu that
showcased wild and local organic food from nearby farms and surroundings.

The Good Food Ireland Tour is a 9-Day
Culinary and Cultural Experience that takes
visitors on a tour of the Irish Coast, viewing
dramatic sceneries, meeting with local people
and most importantly allowing them to get to
know Ireland through the lens of food and
drink.

Leveraging a proven track record in pio-
neering the development of Irish food tourism
for almost 20 years, Good Food Ireland uses
its depth of knowledge and unparalleled
access to food and drink providers to curate in
partnership, Good Food Ireland Tours from

The Good Food tour group at BrookLodge

some 300 businesses certified within the
Good Food Ireland Collection.

Margaret Jeffares, Founder & Managing
Director, Good Food Ireland, said “I am
delighted to bring our first Good Food Ireland
Tour into Wicklow. BrookLodge &
Macreddin Village epitomises the Good Food
Ireland philosophy. It is an incredible food
destination and a perfect stop for our visitors
first night in Ireland”.

Farming and fishing have shaped Ireland's
way of life. The land gives its milk, cheese
and meat a unique taste and flavour. For thou-

sands of years the natural, clean water around
the island's 7,500km coastline has provided
exceptionally good seafood.

Good Food Ireland endorses businesses for
their commitment to local food supporting
Irish farmers, food producers and fishermen.
With over 300 businesses within its collection
from hotels to restaurants to pubs, café and
producers reflects Ireland's landscape and
seascape as well as the cultural traditions in a
way that enlivens a holiday experience. For
more information visit www.goodfoodire-
land.ie
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Wicklow Sailing Club
hosts Topper Traveller

Sunday 25th September was a big day
for Wicklow Sailign Club as it hosted
a Topper Traveller with 54 boats from
all over Ireland competing.

It was a fantastic opportunity for WSC to
showcase its facilities and the harbour.

It was a hugely successful event and
there was immense praise from all travel-
ling sailors for Wicklow Sailing Club and
its hospitality.

WSC's Commodore Kyran O'Grady pre-
sented prizes to all winning sailors. The
award for Best Local Sailor was given to
Emily Carrington.

WSC stated “Thanks to all our amazing
volunteers who made this event possible”.

Hospice Marathon cancelled
due to packed calendar

The Wicklow Hospice marathon and half marathon due to be held on October 15th in aid of
Our Lady's Hospice & Care Services Wicklow Hospice has been cancelled.

Eleanor Flew, Director of Fundraising and Communications with Our Lady's Hospice & Care Services said,
"Due to the return of so many events following the easing of public health restrictions, the running calendar has
become very busy this October, so we have taken the difficult decision to cancel the running event due to take
place this month.

"While we are disappointed, we are excited to get planning for the Wicklow Hospice Half Marathon and
10km Race, due to take place on Saturday 25th February 2023. We were overwhelmed by the support of these
events earlier this year, and we are looking forward to planning next yearis event," she added.

Those who registered for the October 15th Half and Full Marathons will be contacted directly by
MyRunResults with refund details and will have the option to move their registration to the February Half
Marathon event.
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Wicklow sailors Stephen Bell, Rionach Fleming, Louise Flood, Eleanor Kenny, and Emily Carrington

Siofra O'Farrell and Ciara O'Farrell jump for joy after Greystones beat Tinahely in the U14 A
Football Final in Avondale.

Katie Taylor Bursary
opens for applications

Wicklow County Council and Wicklow Sports & Recreation Partnership have now opened the
application process for the Third level Katie Taylor bursary award for 2022.

The Katie Taylor Bursary is a third level
award to support students who excel at sport
to complete their college education.

The award of €1,500 per year of college,
to a maximum of four years is open to college
students now entering first year of third level.
Students are not required to study a sports
related course but will need to demonstrate
their involvement and commitment to sport.
Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County
Council, Cllr Tommy Annesley, said the
support a bursary of €6,000 over the course
of a college education can give to students,
especially in the current financial climate.
Mr Brian Gleeson, Chief Executive,
Wicklow County Council, encouraged
students to apply for the bursary and
commended the high-quality athletes that
have been past recipients of the award.
Further guidelines and the application
form can be downloaded from

the Wicklow Sports & Recreation
Partnership website at www.wicklowl-
sp.ie. Closing date for applications
is Friday 28th of October 2022.

Third Level
Katie Taylor Bursary

Applications Close
October 28th

Sports Scholarship
€1,500 per year

For further details:
Phone: 0404 20100
E-mail: Wicklowlspawicklow coco.ie

‘Serious Support’ schools programme

Lidl Ireland has announced the 2022 launch of its Serious Support Schools Programme,
designed to increase participation of young girls at secondary school stage in ladies

WilcKLOW

Gaelic football.

The retailer is seeking nominations from Irish shop-
pers across the country that will give their chosen
school the opportunity to benefit from the programme,
which will commence after the Halloween mid-term
break.

Supported by the LGFA and delivered by Youth
Sport Trust and their specially trained athlete mentors
through workshops and training sessions, the pro-
gramme is designed to educate girls about the positive
mental and physical health benefits of playing ladies
Gaelic football. The programme also aims to increase
participation and reduce drop-out rates for teenagers
in the sport. Twenty-six schools across Ireland will
have the opportunity to benefit from the programme
along with receiving a new set of jerseys for their
school team.

The athlete mentors, all of whom are current or for-
mer inter county ladies Gaelic football players, are
committed to using sport to transform the lives of
young people. The mentors will introduce students to
the programme's values of Respect, Trust,
Responsibility and Recognition, which are key to the
success of the athletes themselves. The full team of
athlete mentors who will deliver the programme will
be confirmed along with the 26 schools chosen to
participate in November. Supporting the launch of the
2022-23 programme are Lidl brand ambassadors and
secondary school teachers, Carla Rowe of Dublin and
Tipperary's Aishling Moloney. They are supported by
a range of mentors nationwide including Ann Marie

Wicklow athlete mentor Ann Marie Doran

Doran in Wicklow.

To enter, shoppers can simply complete the nomi-
nation form found at www.lidl.ie/serioussupport and
enter their 10-digit unique Lidl receipt code from
either a paper or Lidl Plus digital receipt. Entries close
on Sunday, 23rd October.
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Wicklow woman becomes inaugural McKenna Scholar

Minister Harris joins Lauralynn to appoint Elaine Brennan
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Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, Simon Harris,
joined LauraLynn, Ireland's Children's Hospice, as Wicklow native Elaine Brennan, was
awarded the McKenna Scholarship.
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Inaugral McKenna Scholar Elaine Brennan with Minister for Further and Higher Education Simon

Harris and LauraLynn founder Jane McKenna.
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Wicklow schools urged to
sign up for Ireland’s largest
enterprise programme

Schools across Wicklow are being encouraged to sign up for this year's Student Enterprise
Programme. An initiative of the Local Enterprise Offices, the country's largest enterprise
programme for second level students begins its 21st year and over 300,000 students have

taken part since it began.

Every year around 25,000 students take part from
almost 500 schools all across the country, competing
in the Junior, Intermediate and Senior categories.
Participants learn how to create and run their own
business, picking up key skills along the way such
as ideation, marketing, finance and sales and it's
open to all secondary schools. Recent ambassadors
for the programme have included Derval O'Rourke,
Josh Van Der Flier and Limerick All-Ireland winner
Sean Finn.

The programme is run through the network of
Local Enterprise Offices, supported by Enterprise
Ireland and the local authorities, with local coordi-
nators in every area to support teachers and students
through the year of the programme, which helps fos-
ter entrepreneurship in students and gives them key
skills they can bring with them into later life. The
programme is open to all secondary school students
from 1st year through to 6th year.

Wicklow has had great success over the years
with the Student Enterprise Programme. Last year,
in the Senior Category of the competition students
Hannah Traynor, Isabella Ledesma, Clara Roldan,
and Clara Dunne from Dominican College with their
enterprise Wood on Fire represented the County at
the 2022 National Final. In the Junior Category, stu-
dents Quinlan Byrne, John Turley, and Sebastien
Anton with their business CCA Junior Ornaments
from Colaiste Chraobh Abhann represented
Wicklow.

Vibeke Delahunt, Head of Enterprise at Local
Enterprise Office, Wicklow says “The Student
Enterprise Programme is one of our flagship training
initiatives and it is key to fostering a culture of
entrepreneurship for the future. We are excited at the
prospect of being able to return to a full delivery of
in person workshops and County Final in the new
year and look forward to engaging with Students
and Teachers over the course of the next few
months”.

Last year the winners were Barrelda from Meath
in the Senior Category with their business recycling
poly drums from the farm for use as meal troughs
and calf teat feeders. In the Intermediate category
the winner was Earrings by Aoibheann from Dublin
who created a range of jewellery for people who
may be sensitive or allergic to traditional jewellery
metals. The Junior category was won by Sew
Stylish from Kilkenny who again recycled materials
to create multifunctional scrunchies for hair that
could also hold personal items such as keys and lip
gloss. Since the Student Enterprise Programme
began in 2003, over 300,000 students have taken
part, learning key skills on how to create a business
idea, start a business and grow a business. The
Student Enterprise Programme also has a new range
of online resources for 2022/2023 at
www.StudentEnterprise.ie, which will feature
regular blogs and houses a full range of Student
Enterprise resources for students and teachers.

Minister Harris welcomed the
establishment of The McKenna
Scholarship fund by LauraLynn to
further research and expand the
knowledgebase of Children's
Palliative Care in Ireland.

Ms Brennan will be the inaugural
McKenna Scholar, she has spent
many years working as a Principal
Social Worker in Enable Ireland.
Having completed a Master's degree
in Loss and Bereavement at the Irish
Hospice foundation in 2019, she
feels passionate about creating
opportunities for parents to express
the emotional and social impact of
their child's diagnosis both on them-
selves and their family.

Ms Brennan's chosen area of
study for the scholarship is “To
explore whether early discussions on
the experience of loss and anticipa-
tory grief supports parents to engage
in future care planning for their
child.”

The McKenna Scholarship is in
honour of Jane and Brendan
McKenna, who founded Lauralynn
following the tragic death of their
two daughters Laura and Lynn.

Research is an integral part of
LauraLynn's Model of Care and is
identified as a strategic priority with-
in LauraLynn's ambitious Strategic
Plan. This scholarship is the first of
its kind for the charity and is aimed
at supporting emerging researchers
in the field of children's palliative
care and expanding the knowledge
base in children's palliative care,
marking a major development in
LauraLynn's research strategy.

Speaking at the appointment of
the McKenna Scholar, Minister
Harris said “This scholarship is a
really exciting initiative from
LauraLynn and offers a great oppor-
tunity for the inaugural scholar,
Elaine Brennan, to carry out her
research in the area of loss and
anticipatory grief. The commitment
to invest in research and the chari-
ty's priority to expand the knowl-
edge base in the area of children's
palliative care is important work in
ensuring that we continue to learn
and grow the understanding of chil-
dren's palliative care in this country.

“LauraLynn have identified
research as a key as a strategic prior-
ity within LauraLynn's ambitious
Strategic Plan. I am delighted to be
able to support their first scholarship
for research and I look forward to
this supporting emerging researchers
and expanding the knowledge base
in children's palliative care in the
years ahead. I want to commend
everyone at LauraLynn for the
excellent work they do and thank
them for the honour of presenting
Elaine with her scholarship.”

LauraLynn, CEO, Kerry
McLaverty, added “This appoint-
ment marks a huge step forward in
LauraLynn's research strategy and it
is a really exciting as we appoint
Elaine Brennan as our inaugural
McKenna Scholar. Research into
children's palliative care is still a
relatively new area and we are very
proud to be enabling and encourag-
ing the expansion of knowledge in
this field. On behalf of everyone at

LauraLynn, I'd like to wish Elaine
every success as she begins her
studies.”

The McKenna Scholar will
receive funding for undertaking a
postgraduate degree (MD or PhD)
in the area of children's palliative
care. Funding will include an annu-
al stipend of €18,500, a contribu-
tion to fees of €6,000 per annum,
and €2,000 per year to fund
research-related expenses.

Jane McKenna, mum of Laura
and Lynn and founder of
LauraLynn Children's Hospice
commented “Brendan and I are so
honoured and privileged to have a
scholarship launched in our name.
It is incredible to think that
LauraLynn will be at the forefront
of further research in the area of
children's palliative care. We are so
incredibly proud of our girl's legacy
and the appointment of the first
McKenna Scholar is a great step
forward for the future of children's
palliative care in Ireland. Brendan
and I would like to wish Elaine all
the very best of luck as she under-
takes her studies.”

Elaine Brennan, the inaugural
McKenna Scholar, added: “I am so
excited and honoured to be the first
McKenna Scholar. I feel passion-
ately about enabling and supporting
parents to express the emotional
and social impact of their child's
diagnosis on them and their family.
I am so grateful to LauraLynn for
this opportunity and look forward
to undertaking the academic chal-
lenge of completing a Doctorate.”

Young Whistlers complete
referee training course

Cumann na mBunscol Chill Mhantain held a Young Whistlers referee course for Gaelic
football in the North East of the county on Wednesday September 28th in Kilcoole Primary
School. There was a great turnout, with eleven different school represented on the day. The
participants were made up of mature, responsible 6th class boys and girls who share a passion
for Gaelic football and are interested in learning more about refereeing.

This year’s Young Whistlers course participants

The coaching session
was led by North East
GDA (Games Develop-
ment Administrator)
Garrett Doyle, who
engaged the group in
discussion about the
basic rules of the game
and how best to commu-
nicate those rules to
players, coaches and
spectators alike. There
was a high level of gen-
uine interest from partic-
ipants, as evident from
the very pertinent ques-
tions asked. It is hearten-

ing to see the next gener-
ation of young whistlers
begin their refereeing
journey, as without refer-
ees, we have no game!

Cumann na mBunscol
Chill Mhantain stated,
“Thank you to all the 6th
class boys and girls who
volunteered and we look
forward to seeing you
refereeing your local
Gaelic football games in
the future!”

The Course partici-
pants were: Ezra Doyle-
Matthews (St Cronans,

Bray), George Donnelly
(St Cronans, Bray),
Ruairi O'Brien (Kilcoole
PS), Ronan O'Brien
(Kilcoole PS), Ornagh
McDermott (Kilcoole
PS), Saoirse Byrne
(Moneystown NS), Jack
Magee (Moneystown
NS), Cillian Mac an
Airchinnigh (Scoil
Chualainn), Kate
MacNamara (Greystones
CNS), Tom Malone
(Greystones CNS), Jack
Campbell (Roundwood
NS), Niamh Carpenter

(Roundwood NS), Jack
Gavin (Newtown PS),
Clara Kirwan (Newtown
PS), Jasper Kitson
(Réalt na Mara, Brittas
Bay), April Donohoe,
(Réalt na Mara), Niamh
Holohan (St Brigids,
Greystones), Sal
Maxwell (St Brigids,
Greytones), Sean Minto
(Kilmacanogue NS), Eva
Morgan (Kilmacanogue
NS), Kate McGillicuddy
(Greystones ET) and
Arlo Thompson (Greys-
tones ET).
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KWETB shows commitment
to diversity and inclusion at
ETBI annual conference

Delegates from Kildare and Wicklow ETB attended the annual ETBI
education conference in Carlow last week. This year's conference 'An
Open Door to Excellence: Why Diversity Matters' focused on equali-
ty, diversity and inclusion across the sector.

; > r]
Pictured at the Education and Training Boards
Ireland (ETBI) education conference in Mount
Wolseley, Carlow, was Briana Fitzsimons,
teacher at Kildare and Wicklow ETB.

The two-day conference
brought together over 200
delegates to find solutions
to make the ETB sector
more inclusive and diverse
and heard from ETB staff,
learners and public figures
from non-traditional back-
grounds.

Staff of Kildare and
Wicklow ETB also fea-
tured on the conference
line up, with Dr Deidre
Keyes, Chief Executive of
Kildare and Wicklow ETB,
taking part in a panel dis-
cussion on 'Living our
Ethos as Leaders' and
Briana Fitzsimons, teacher
at Kildare and Wicklow
ETB taking part in a panel
discussion on ETB learner
and staff perspectives on
diversity and inclusion.

The line-up for the con-
ference also featured con-
tributions from:

* Lemn Sissay OBE is a
poet playwright, memoirist

performer and broadcaster.
¢ Dr. Shirley Davis, a sea-
soned HR, and Diversity &
Inclusion global thought
leader, a senior executive, a
certified leadership coach,
and a former Chief
Diversity & Inclusion
Officer for several major
Fortune 100 companies.

¢ Joanne Hession, Founder
& CEO of LIFT Ireland
(Leading Irelandis Future

Together).

Simon Harris TD,
Minister for Further and
Higher Education,

Innovation and Science
opened the conference on
Wednesday 28th
September while Norma
Foley TD, Minister for
Education gave the official
Ministerial conference
address on Thursday 29th.
Results from a survey of
the ETB workforce by the
Education and Training
Boards Ireland (ETBI), the

Greystones student reaches Everest
base camp in fundraising hike

of the Institution’for his part in a dangerous rescue
off the Saltee Islands in 1957.

Tomas O'Connell, a fifteen-year-old student
in transition year in St David's in Greystones,
last Thursday reached Everest base camp
after a ten day hike through Nepal.

He is using the experience to raise sponsorship
funds for his chosen charity - the RNLI - and has
raised more than €1,500 to date. He is hiking with an
Irish expedition team led by James McManus of
Earth's Edge.

Tomas says he is fundraising for the RNLI because
of his connection with Kilmore Quay Lifeboat in
Wexford, where his great grandfather Jimmy Kehoe,
was a station mechanic and was awarded a ‘Thanks

Tomas O’Connell at Everest base camp

were presented at the con-
ference. The survey found
that most staff and man-
agement are white, Irish,
heterosexual, Catholic, and
neurotypical with no physi-
cal disability while ETB
learners are increasingly
diverse.

Findings from the sur-
vey also indicated that over
90 per cent of ETB staff
rate the promotion of EDI
as 'extremely important'.
The inaugural ETBI
Diversity Survey is the first
time that data on diversity
in terms of ethnicity, gen-
der identity, sexual orienta-
tion, disability and religion
amongst the ETB work-
force has been collected.
The survey also assessed
the equality, diversity and
inclusion (EDI) practices in
ETBs across the country.

Paddy Lavelle, General
Secretary of ETBI, said: "If
we are to make real

Pictured at the Education and Training Boards Ireland (ETBI) education
conference were Dr Seamus Conboy, Director of Schools at ETBI and Dr
Deirdre Keyes, Chief Executive of Kildare and Wicklow ETB.

progress in promoting
diversity in the ETB sector
and having staff teams that
reflect and represent wider
Irish society, itfs important
that we look at ourselves
and develop our under-
standing of where we are,
and how far we have to go.
This survey is an important
first step on this journey.
"Education and Training
Boards want to provide
inclusive education and

training and itfs heartening
to see that so many ETB
staff in Kildare and
Wicklow ETB and ETBs
across the country value
equality, diversity and
inclusion but we recognise
that there is more to be
done. Ireland is now a
diverse country, and our
ETB learners reflect that
diversity, but our staff - like
much of the education,
public and civil service

sectors Ti is not. We know
that people working in edu-
cation can be incredibly
influential and be role
models for the people with
whom they work. We need
to recognise the impor-
tance of diversity for those
involved in education,
training, and youth work. It
is exemplified in targeting
resources on those who
need them and prioritising
a culture of inclusion."

Skillnet launch Ireland's first
micro-credential programmes
for climate action

Tomas and the team arrived by plane in Lukla on
29th September and began the long hike to Everest
base camp, 5,354m above sea level.

Tomas trained in the Wick;low Mountains in
preperation.

Tomas says he and his granded James Kehoehave
seen first hand the great work that the Kilmore Quay
lifeboat crew do. As a charity, the RNLI depends on
our donations so it can go on saving lives and keep-

ing us safe.”

So far Tomas has raised almost €2,000 from his

fundraising hike.

Skillnet Ireland in partnership with the University of Limerick (UL) are launching the
first enterprise-led micro-credential programmes dedicated to climate action in Ireland.

The stackable micro-credentials developed by
Skillnet Ireland's Climate Ready Academy will enable
participants to develop a tailored sustainable charter for
their organisation, across the areas of energy, transport,
sustainability, waste and circularity, and achieve a
Level 7 Certificate in Energy Management Practice
and Waste or Certificate in Circular Economy
Management in Practice with University of Limerick.

Micro-credentials are small, accredited courses
designed to meet the demands of learners, enterprise
and organisations.

The programmes launched on Friday are the 'Energy
Leaders' and the 'Waste and Circular Economy
Leaders' programmes which are designed to incentivise
and support employees in developing practical envi-
ronmental improvements for their businesses.

Discussing the programmes at the launch, Paul
Healy, Chief Executive, Skillnet Ireland, said: "The cli-
mate action leadership programmes launched today
play a pivotal role in developing the talent needed by
industry and in meeting the targets of the
Governmentis Climate Action Plan.

"These new micro-credentials offer participants the
opportunity to achieve a level 7 Certificate. This exper-
tise will be used by leaders in practical ways to make
their businesses more sustainable and climate ready.
We look forward to working with industry and aca-
demic institutions as we develop more programmes
through our Climate Ready Academy," added Healy.

University of Limerick President Prof. Kerstin Mey
said: "This is a great example of how we collaborate
with industry through Skillnet Ireland and the Climate
Ready Academy to deliver a new form of learning
which is based on the micro-credential earned through
the participation in each individual programme. The
stackable micro-credentials will enable participants to
apply practical skills for climate action within their
business and obtain a Level 7 Certificate awarded by
our University."

Earlier this year, Skillnet Ireland published research
on 'Talent for the Green Economy' in partnership with
the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI).

Ken Stockil, CEO Central Solutions, Prof
Kerstin Mey, President UL, Senator Roisin
Garvey, Paul Healy, CEO Skillnet Ireland and
Brian Leddin TD. Photo by Alan Place

The report found specific skills gaps in the which are
holding back businesses when it comes to developing
and implementing sustainability strategies. The new
programmes are one of Skillnet Irelandis new initia-
tives designed for removing these identified barriers.

Ken Stockil, Director of Climate Ready Academy,
said: "This new suite of Climate Action Micro creden-
tials will play a critical role in helping organisations
transition to a more sustainable future. They will bene-
fit individuals in building recognised third level qualifi-
cations in areas such as Energy Management,
Circularity and broader Sustainability and will benefit
businesses by offering them a powerful mechanism to
upskill employees and develop tangible actions to tack-
le climate change within their business."

Commenting at the launch, Senator Roisin Garvey
said: "I am delighted to be here at the launch of the
new Climate Ready Leaders Programmes with Skillnet
Ireland and UL. What we need now is clear green
action and I believe that this pr