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Data centres came in for severe criticism last week when
Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore introduced a Dáil
motion to call for a moratorium of any further development
of Data Centres. 

However, Fianna Fáil
Party spokesperson on
Finance and Public
Expenditure, Senator
Pat Casey responded
and lashed out at local
TDs Jennifer Whitmore
and John Brady and
defended Echelon Data
Centre and SSE who
jointly formed a green
tech infrastructure for
the proposed Data
Centre in Arklow. 

"I was shocked 
to hear Deputy
Whitmore's proposal
for an immediate mora-
torium on all  Data
Centre Development,
when for the last 
number of years, the
people of Arklow and
South Wicklow have
been working on the
development of a 
state-of-the-art Green
Tech era for the

region,” said Senator
Casey. “Deputy
Whitmore did not 
mention Wicklow's
need for balanced
development once in
her speech proposing a
moratorium.

"This moratorium if
passed would be devas-
tating for the transfor-
mative plans for a green
high-tech era for South
Wicklow and Arklow in

particular. The invest-
ment portfolio being
brought to Arklow is
the greatest investment
in jobs in South
Wicklow in genera-
tions. To see Wicklow
TDs attempt to stop this
much wanted and need-
ed development for
Arklow and South
Wicklow is totally
wrong.

"Deputies Whitmore
and Brady have obvi-
ously no idea of the
need for these high-tech
jobs in Arklow. A mas-
sive public and positive
response from the peo-
ple of Arklow and the
region was achieved
when Echelon proposed
this development for
Arklow. There is a
huge welcome for
Echelon's commitment
to the region and for
two of our TDs to seek
to sabotage this for
political gain is outra-
geous. 

"It is essential in the
rebuilding of our econ-
omy that green tech is

seen as a key driver of
development in attract-
ing international
investors. It was with
that in mind that I
introduced the
Management of
Echelon to SSE to for-
mulate a strategic part-
nership. I am delighted
that this work has pro-
duced a fantastic result
for the green tech
industry in Ireland with
the Arklow Data
Centres being a net
contributor to our 
energy requirements.

"Irish-owned data
centre owner and oper-
ator,  Echelon Data
Centres and green ener-
gy developer SSE
Renewables have
announced an agree-
ment to develop a joint
220kV substation at the
Avoca River Business
Park. The new infra-
structure will facilitate
the development of
Ireland's first  large-
scale offshore wind
farm, off the coast of
Co. Wicklow with an

Tracy Ward from Laragh enjoying the run across Bray Head as part of EcoTrail 2021. Pic: Michael Kelly 

export capacity of
520MW, and Echelon's
DUB20 (Arklow)

100MW data centre.
The joint initiative
marks the first time in

Ireland that an offshore
wind farm and a data

Continued on page 5 

WAR OF WORDS OVER 
WICKLOW’S DATA CENTRES

‘LIGHTS WILL GO OUT’ 

Limited E.C.C.E 
places for 
2021/22 &
2022/23

• Babies • Toddlers • Montessori 
• Breakfast & Afterschool Club 

• Large Enclosed Gardens 
• TUSLA Registered and

Insured • Trained 
& Caring Staff

Limited Availability

Charlesland Park, Charlesland
Nursery, Orahova Montessori,
Shoreline, Greystones
Contact Rita Byrne:
01 287 0719 / 086 864 4145
E: info@charleslandmontessori.com

Est over 25 years

Ages10 Months 
to 12 Years
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New course in Baltinglass:
Manage Your Money 

A new course on how to manage your money is
being run by Baltinglass Adult Basic Education
Service, starting on 13th October. 

This course will help you to: Plan a budget;
Prepare a weekly spending plan; Identify ways of
saving money; Distinguish tax and social welfare
deductions on a payslip; Identify various social wel-
fare entitlements; Know your rights as a consumer
and how to exercise them; Find out which agencies
to contact if in financial difficulties. 

It will take place on Wednesday evenings, 6pm to
8pm, small class size. If you are interested, contact
Annette/Maeve on 059-6482642 or 086-8462771.
Email abebaltinglass@kwetb.ie. 

Please note: Covid restrictions will all be in place
for your safety and well-being on all the courses

Dunlavin Strings 

All 7-17 year olds from the Dunlavin area are
welcome to take part in violin lessons. Classes are
grouped by age and ability. Classes take place after
school on Wednesdays at Scoil Nicholas Naofa.
Intruments can be rented. Contact Tod Doyle on 086
0450375 or email toddoyle@kwetb.ie. 

Tree Grants.

Wicklow County Council are now offering tree
grants for 2021 to Community Groups, Schools and
Residents Associations etc.... the maximum grant
payable may be up to 75% of the cost and is payable
when the work is completed. Maximum grant avail-
able is €500. 

Reckonable expenditure would include the cost of
the trees, ties and stakes but does not include the
cost of labour for the planting. The grant is for the
planting of trees not shrubs or flowers. Grants will
only be given for species that encourage biodiversity
and /or are native. Fruit trees may be an option or
native hedgerow species that will encourage
wildlife. For more information you can contact the

Environmental Awareness Officer (eao@wicklow-
coco.ie or 1890 222276). The application form is
attached. The closing date is October 8th. 

Wicklow Racing News

The Philip Rothwell run continues and it was the
previously disappointing McAlpine who delivered
this time in the Adare Manor Opportunity Handicap
Hurdle (Division 1) at Listowel. Paddy O'Hanlon
the seven-year-old up early on before making head-
way three out and taking it up, surviving a last-
flight error to score by a length and a quarter.

Brockagh Market

Brockagh Market is on Sunday 10th  October.
It will be open to the public from 10am to 3pm
with free entry (limited parking). Tea, coffee and
food snacks are available to purchase on the day.
This will be an outdoor market.

The barrier will be locked from 6pm Saturday
evening 9th October until 9am Sunday morning.
You can contact by phone 0404 45600 (Wed-Fri
9am to 2pm) or email brockaghcarboot
@gmail.com.

Social distancing and masks must be worn
when using the toilet facilities in accordance with
government guidelines.

National Women’s
Enterprise Day 

National Women’s Enterprise Day is on
Thursday, 7th October 9am to 5.15 pm. There will
be Seminars,  fantastic guest speakers,  advice
clinics,  spotlight sessions and more taking place
online free of charge. You can attend it all or drop
in and out. This year’s theme is Build the Future.
Full line-up details and registration from
www.nwed.ie.

Climate News Podcast 

A group of environmentally concerned Irish cit-
izens are launching an educational, ecological
podcast called The Climate Alarm Clock. This
podcast will be released on the 7th of October
ahead of the 2021 United Nations Conference of
the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow which runs from
the 31st of October until the 12th of November
2021. 

This podcast covers wide-ranging, topical envi-
ronmental news stories, including stories on the
biodiversity crisis, waste, transport, agriculture,
the climate emergency, Irish policies, data centres,
housing, the arts, education and much more. 

This new, environmental podcast is an 8-part
series where episodes will be uploaded every
Thursday. The advocacy podcast will include top
climate headlines, interviews with experts about
climate-related issues, policy and science explain-
ers to simplify climate information, short sustain-
able business features and a countdown to COP26.

The podcast can be listened to on Spotify,
Apple Podcasts, Player FM, Google Podcasts and
Amazon Audible. More information about the
podcast can be found on Facebook, Instagram, Tik
Tok, YouTube and Twitter.

Sara Llamas Moya from Blessington, pictured participating in the AXA Community Bike Ride
event where one lucky member out of eight competition winners went home with a new bike. The
eight winners, who entered the competition by participating in an AXA Community Bike Ride
between August 1st and September 8th, completed a 25km cycle along the Old Railway Trail
Greenway in Westeath with Paralympic Gold Medalist Eve McCrystal. Pic: Diarmuid Greene. 

Feed your appetite with
Wicklow Naturally's

October Feast
Wicklow Naturally's October Feast is a month-long celebration of Wicklow's food and drinks
story, including farming, foraging, brewing, distilling, and much more. October is 
traditionally the end of the harvest, so it is the perfect month to showcase Wicklow Naturally's
members' unique selection of food and drink.

Wicklow Naturally's
Chairperson,  Pamela
Walsh, said, "We aim to
build on last year's suc-
cess, with the 2021 event
burst ing with f lavour
with over 30 in-person
and virtual events. We
have created engaging,
inclusive,  and memo-
rable events  so that
attendees can enjoy all
that our excellent mem-
bers have to offer.

"Throughout October,
we' l l  celebrate
Wicklow's thriving food
& drink scene by show-
casing our members '
range of  products ,
diverse experiences and
numerous interact ive
events.

"Feed your appetite
and fi l l  your calendar
with these del icious
events... From hands-on
masterclasses, learning
about our farm-family
sustainable stories, tak-
ing some of the country's
best distillery, beer, wine
tasting tours, to cooking
demonstrations, meeting
the producer and heading
out on guided foraging
and mushroom hunts.

"We'll  highlight the
many hospital i ty and
retai l  members '  who
carry Wicklow
Naturally's products, as
well as how they've part-
nered to use each other's
food in very innovative

ways. The network will
also hold food waste,
food poverty and envi-
ronmental awareness ini-
tiatives." 

Cathaoir leach of
Wicklow County
Council ,  Cllr  Shay
Cullen,  said,
"Combining the r ich
experience of in-person
safe events and the reach
and convenience of vir-
tual events on offer, it's
the ideal format for the

October Feast 2021 pro-
gramme as it gives the
attendees equally
rewarding experiences.
So why not explore, dis-
cover and get involved
in the many events
planned across County
Wicklow this October by
heading over to
https://wicklownatural-
ly.ie/events/."

October Feast is about
tel l ing the story of
Wicklow Natural ly 's

members, promoting sus-
tainability messages, let-
ting people know what
they do and showcasing
the beautiful food and
drink products  from
County Wicklow.

October Feast is sup-
ported by Wicklow
County Council, County
Wicklow Partnership,
LEADER Programme,
Wicklow Local
Enterprise Office and
Fáilte Ireland.

Pictured at the launch of the October Feast is Chair of Wicklow Naturally
and Co-founder of Wicklow Way Wines, Pamela Walsh.

Dargle Bridge Club return
to Face to Face bridge

Dargle Bridge Club returned to play face
to face bridge at their venue,  Open Door
Daycare Centre on the Vevay Road in
Bray, on Wednesday 22nd September.

The club adheres to all Covid recommendations
advised by their Governing body (the Contract
Bridge Association of Ireland) and a few extra.  

Everyone coming to play bridge must be fully
vaccinated and wear a mask if moving around, and
they will all have their temperature taken when
entering. 

"Our first two nights back we only played for
two hours to allow everyone to settle back in and
feel comfortable playing bridge.The President
Michael Mullen welcomed everyone back and said
how delighted he was to see so many back playing.
Michael asked everyone to remember a long-time
member Breda Connelly who passed away in July
2020 and to also remember all who have lost loved
ones in the last 18 months."

Tel: 286 5057 Fax: 201 4335 www.acmeblinds.com
email: bray@acmeblinds.com  

*12 Month Guarantee on ALL Blinds* 

BRAY
Vevay Rd, Bray

• Free Fitting
• Free Measuring 

Service 
• Free In Home 

Advice & Design 
Service 

• No Obligation 
Quote
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Igor Gonzalez from Greystones enjoying taking part in EcoTrail 2021, which started and 
finished at Bray Seafront.  

'Not You. Not
Me. But Us!'

Independent councillor Joe Behan is calling for a 'Covid Cash Payment' for every person in
the country, in recognition of sacrifices made throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. 

In a statement, Cllr
Behan said "We are
watching with baited
breath as the Government
agonises over how to
acknowledge the contri-
bution of one group of
workers, frontline work-
ers, for their excellent
service during the ongo-
ing pandemic.

"I fully agree that
frontline workers per-
formed over and above
the call of duty and this
should be recognised by
the Government.

"However, I would go
much further. I believe
that every single person
from the youngest to the
oldest has made sacrifices
throughout the past 20
months and this sacrifice
deserves to be recognised
as well.

"Whether it  was the
older person forced to
live without the essential
reassurance of human
company, the child who

was denied a year and a
half of normal schooling,
the Leaving Cert student
who missed out on the
normal State Exams, the
couple who had to cancel
or drastically reduce their
wedding plans, the moth-
er giving birth without
the presence of her part-
ner, or worst of all the
family who were denied
the opportunity to be pre-
sent when their loved one
passed away; everyone
made sacrifices during
this dreadful time.

"I therefore propose
that the sacrifice every-
one made should be
recognised and I believe
the fairest and most prac-
tical way to do this is to
make a Covid cash pay-
ment to every person in
the country from the
youngest to the oldest. 

“I fully realise that no
money could compensate
a person for the loss of so
much during Covid but a

financial gesture such as
this would at least allow a
person to pay bills, plan a
special Christmas, take a
short break, decorate the
house, save towards a
deposit for a house, pay
college fees or just keep
it for a rainy day. 

"US President Joe
Biden has recently paid
the latest Covid payment
of $1400 to all
Americans, young and
old, with the exception of
very high earners. This
was the third payment
lodged into the people's
bank accounts and I
believe we should do the
same.

"I propose that the
money would be raised
on the international
money markets by
launching a Covid Bond.
This bond would have a
very long repayment
term, up to 50 years, with
little to be paid for the
first ten. Interest rates,

although increasing
marginally,  are st i l l
extremely low and this
bond would be a very
attractive option for
international financiers
given our current interna-
tional credit rating. Most
of the money given to the
people would eventually
find its way back into the
state coffers anyway,
through VAT receipts and
it would provide a stimu-
lus to the entire econo-
my.

"So, I  say to the
Government,  forget
about your hints, nods
and winks  about bank
holidays, gift tokens, tax
credits, etc. for certain
people and nothing for
the rest.

"Instead, for once,
acknowledge everyone in
the country and the sacri-
fices we have all made
over the past 20 months
and make this gesture
now.” 

Energia granted
Foreshore Licences 

Energia Group has been granted foreshore licences by the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage, to carry out surveys for their proposed new offshore wind farms in
the Celtic Sea and the south Irish Sea.

The proposed wind-
farms are to be located at
a minimum of 10km and
up to 25km out to sea.
These locations seek to
maximise the potential for
offshore wind off the
coasts of Ireland, to
urgently address the cli-
mate crisis, through the
use of cost-effective and
proven technology that
has been installed around
the world in water depths
up to 60m.

Over the next 18-24
months, Energia will
undertake a number of
studies off Co. Waterford
(for the North Celtic Sea
project), and off Co.
Wexford and south
County Wicklow (for the
South Irish Sea project).

Each of the projects
will involve multi-billion
euro investments by
Energia as part of the
company's Positive
Energy Programme for
Ireland.

Information from these
studies will help to estab-
lish a number of key pro-
ject details, including the
proposed location of the
offshore turbines.  These
details will be presented in
an open and transparent
way through a series of
public consultations, as
well as ultimately in a
statutory consultation to
support planning applica-

tions that Energia expects
to submit in 2023.

The first public consul-
tation on the proposed
North Celtic Sea project
started on 22nd September
and will remain open until
29th October.  A virtual
consultation room has
been created on the pro-
ject website and includes
survey area maps, indica-
tive photo illustrations, a
project timeline, and other
information on the project
including engagement
with local and fishing
communities.  A public
webinar and information
clinics have been sched-
uled in October, with fur-
ther information available
on the project website.

The first public consul-
tation on the proposed
South Irish Sea project
will open in the coming
weeks.

Welcoming the granting
of the Foreshore Licences,
Eoin McPartland Offshore
Renewables Manager at
Energia said, "The award-
ing of these licences rep-
resents a very significant
milestone in the develop-
ment of both our North
Celtic Sea and South Irish
Sea projects.  These pro-
jects now join a small
number of offshore pro-
jects to have been award-
ed foreshore licences and
that can realistically con-

tribute to the achievement
of Ireland's 2030 targets.

"Having applied for
these foreshore licences in
2019, it's great to now be
in a position to progress to
the next stage of survey
work on both projects.  As
a responsible business
with extensive experience
of building large scale
renewable projects in
Ireland, we know the
importance of remaining
in regular contact with
local and fishing commu-
nities, including through
our series of planned pub-
lic consultations.

"With these projects,
Energia is supporting
Ireland's climate action
target to reduce carbon
emissions by half by 2030
and become a carbon-neu-
tral country by 2050.
Energia's wind energy
projects will make a very
positive contribution by
generating clean electrici-
ty for homes and business-
es throughout Ireland and
we are committed to
ensuring all areas of the
local economy can thrive
in parallel with these
developments."

A website with infor-
mation has been set up 
for each project:
northcelticseawind.ie for
the North Celtic Sea 
project. southirishsea-
wind.ie for the South 

Irish Sea project.
The surveys, for which

licences have now been
granted, are similar to
those that have already
taken place for a small
number of other projects
around the coast of Ireland
to identify potentially suit-
able areas for offshore
renewable energy genera-
tion.

The surveys will pro-
vide information on the
ecology of the sea area
and detailed imagery and
conditions of the seabed.
This will involve 2 (and
occasionally 3) vessels in
the area at any one time.
The survey and vessels
will comply with all envi-
ronmental legislation and
controls.

No structures will be
erected onshore as part of
the surveys and there will
be no negative impacts on
the marine or coastal envi-
ronment.

Energia's offshore wind
energy projects are in line
with the aims of the
Government of Ireland's
Climate Action Plan and
Programme for
Government, for greater
volumes of renewable
energy to create sustain-
ability of energy supply
from green and renewable
sources, and to reduce the
impact of climate change
on our environment.
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Happy Birthday Tat-too!
Three generations mark Granny's 85th with a

tattoo for suicide prevention
Rita Fitzpatrick of Delgany celebrated her 85th birthday last week by becoming the first
tattoo recipient in the annual Tattoo-Drive for Irish mental-health promoters, JC
Foundation.

The grandmother was joined by daughter,
Sam Donohoe (52), and granddaughter Hazel
Donohoe (16), who each had a simple love-
heart tattoo applied, the design selected for
this year's fundraiser.

The official Tattoo-Drive took place on
Saturday 2nd October at The Ink Factory
Wellington Quay and at 19 Parliament Street,
in Dublin's Temple Bar.

On the day, a volunteer team of fifteen tat-
too artists tattood the love-heart design, in
return for a €50.00 donation to the founda-
tion.The campaign is aiming to fund 365 free
therapy sessions for young adults.

“In the last year, mental health suffering
touched many individuals and families,” Rita
Fi tzpatr ick said of  her  novel  bir thday 
celebration.

"I am delighted to help publicise the great
work of The Ink Factory and JC Foundation,
and to congratulate them on doing something
very practical and caring to help troubled
young people."

Campaign organiser, Rob Connolly, says the
heart tattoo was selected as a powerful symbol
of love and the empathy felt for those suffer-
ing, directly or indirectly, with mental-health
issues.

"Every cent  ra ised on the day wil l  go
towards the foundation's mission of delivering
free therapy sessions for those young people
most in need, who couldn't otherwise afford
help."

JC Foundation was established in recent
years in response to the tragic loss of John
Connolly, the founder of The Ink Factory, by
suicide.  

John was aged 33 when he died, and his
brother and former colleagues dedicate their
fundraising efforts to his memory.

Foundation partner PIERCED will also be
donating a percentage of piercing charges on
the day, from their outlets in Camden Street,
the Jervis Street Shopping Centre and The
Square Town Centre in Tallaght.

The Ink Factory and PIERCED have already
raised over €60,000 with previous tattoo-
drives. The Foundation is establishing online
resources and social media channels to share
mental-health tips and coping mechanisms,
and encouraging those suffering to seek help.

The Foundation website (jcfoundation.ie)
has online applications for the 365 therapy ses-
sions, available to 18 to 25-year-olds who can-
not afford professional help themselves. 

NTA called on to prioritise bus
infrastructure on new N11 route
Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore has called on the NTA to prioritise funding for bus
infrastructure ahead of any development of the proposed new N11 'red corridor' route.

Deputy Whitmore said
"there are concerns that
as the new proposed red
corridor route progresses,
that funding for the active
travel element and bus
infrastructure will fall to
the wayside if funding is
not prioritised and
ringfenced now.

"For too long now, the
needs of cars have been
prioritised over public
transport and funding for
buses or active travel
measures so it's important

that we get that assurance
now, even before the N11
proposed route is signed
off. This is the only way
to have buy in from com-
munities who live along
the N11. 

"They need certainty
that when upgrades are
carried out to the N11,
and certain exists are
closed, that there will be a
bus to take them straight
into work, that will
reduce their commute
times and get them home

in time to collect children
from childcare for dinner. 

"But to do this, we
need the bus lanes and
active travel measures to
be constructed first before
the main road upgrades.
This way, people can start
to take up alternative
more environmentally
friendly measures of get-
ting into work or when
taking other trips.

"I have written to the
NTA seeking a commit-
ment to funding for the

bus  routes  a long the
N11 and assurances that
const ruct ion of  th is
aspect  of  the  N11
upgrade wi l l  be  com-
pleted first.

"I will also be calling
on the  Minis ter  for
Transport Eamon Ryan
to commit to the Green
Party's promises of pri-
or i t i s ing funding for
active travel measures to
take  more  cars  off  
the  road,"  concluded
Deputy Whitmore.

Greystones councillors call for
Delgany junction to be kept open 

At last Tuesday's meeting of
Greystones Municipal District
council, Councillors agreed to
Cllr Mitchell's motion to write to
Transport Ireland to ensure that
the N11 Junction 10, Delgany,
stays open at least in the North
direction. Cllr Mitchell's motion
also called for the inclusion of a
road from Newtown to Willow
Grove and to get the National
Transport Authority to prioritise
Public Transport.  

Cllr Mitchell said "Every other
town in Wicklow has two or three
exits to the N11. Arup's plan for
Greystones/Delgany to have one
exit will not work," Cllr Mitchell
said. "Closing J10 will produce
significant problems. The four
large towns in East Wicklow have
two or three N11 junctions each.
Arup's plan to keep only one junc-
tion for Delgany/Greystones will
not work. The town has the least
number of jobs of any town in
Leinster,  thus the most  com-
muters, so it is blindingly obvious

that it needs the same number of
exits as much smaller towns get.
Adequate safety and movement
can be obtained by keeping the
North on and off  ramps but
replacing the four local access
points with a local overbridge.

"Closing the junction will force
much more traff ic  onto local
roads and onto the R761 over
Windgates and the Bray Southern
Cross Road all of which are over-
crowded. At least 1,500 homes are
being built in the area to add to
the problem.

"It is also surprising that the
plan leaves the South East Rail
line empty, having the least ser-
vice of any line in the Greater
Dublin Area, My 2018 plan pro-
posed three peak-hour services of
right carriages, at limited cost, but
is not included."

Cllr Mitchell has outlined a
number of alternatives that he
says would achieve adequate safe-
ty and movement while keeping
the junction open.    

These include building a local
access overbridge, which Cllr
Mitchell  says would "provide
nearly as good access, be much
safer and be better for busses,
cyclists and pedestrians." 

Cllr Mitchell is also proposing
a service road from Junction 12 to
Kilpedder.

"A service road is needed from
J12 to Kilpedder to allow buses,
cyclists and local traffic to con-
nect. Planning permission exists
for a Data Centre on the West side
which has a two-way paral lel
road, though one-way on each
side would be adequate. Regional
busses must have a stopping place
on each side," said Cllr Mitchell .

A short link road from J12 to
the Kilcoole Road is included in
the Newtownmountkennedy Plan
to take truck traffic to Kilcoole
Industrial Estates and tourist traf-
fic to Druids Glen. "These plague
the unsuitable rural roads and the
vil lage at  present .  This  l ink
should be supported.” 

Cllr Derek Mitchell (FG) has renewed his call for the Delgany junction on the N11 (Junction
10) to be kept open. Current proposals by Arup, who are overseeing the N11 Upgrade Scheme,
would see the junction closed.  

Mixed report for Council from
local government watchdog 

Some of the key findings in the report include:
Housing: Wicklow County Council owned 4,786

social housing dwellings at end of 2020, and 230 of
these were vacant. Wicklow County recorded the
largest increase in stock nationally at year end in
2020, compared to 2019, with 5.33%.

45% of the adults in emergency accommodation in
Wicklow at the end of 2020 were long-term homeless. 

Environment: 10% of Wicklow was deemed to be
unpolluted or litter free; 70% slightly polluted; 19%
moderately polluted; and 2% significantly polluted. 

Planning: 53 Council planning decisions were the
subject of an appeal to An Bord Pleanala and in 35 of
these cases ABP confirmed the Council's decision.
179 planning cases referred to or initiated by WCC
between 1st January 2020 and 31st December 2020
were investigated; 171 of these were closed during
2020 and 38 of these were were dismissed as trivial,
minor or without foundation or were closed because
statute barred or an exempted development. Five
were resolved to the Council's satisfaction through

negotiations. 56 were closed due to enforcement pro-
ceedings.  

As of the end of 2020, there were 554 planniing
cases being investigated.  

Roads: The level of motor tax transactions, which
were dealt with online, was 88.7%.

Corporate: The percentage of paid working days
lost to sickness absence through medically certified
leave in 2020 was 2.29%.

Finance: The level of rent collection for 2020 was
80%.

Commenting on the publication of the report,
Chair of NOAC Performance Indicator Working
Group, Philomena Poole, said: "Public health restric-
tions and the increased challenges local authorities
faced in providing essential services, along with the
reduction in income, has impacted performance under
various indicator headings. 

“However, re-letting time and cost has again
increased and although COVID-19 has impacted this
area, NOAC notes that there has been a steady rise in
re-letting costs since 2014, with only a small decrease
shown in 2019 compared to the prior year."

NOAC uses 42 indicators across eleven areas to
measure local authority performance. The data is sub-
mitted by the local authorities and other State and
regulatory bodies. 

NOAC would like to thank local authority staff,
the LGMA, and all organisations who provided or
reviewed data for NOAC's 2020 Annual Report.

A report by the independent watchdog of
local government has examined the perfor-
mance of Wicklow County Council in 2020
across eleven areas. The annual report, by the
National Oversight and Audit Commission
(NOAC), found the Council delivered mixed
results in a range of areas including housing,
the environment and financial management.

Rita Fitzpatrick with her daughter Sam Donohoe and granddaughter Hazel Donohoe showing off
their tattoos.  
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Age Friendly Programme Manager Richella Wood, with Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County
Council Shay Cullen. Environmental Officer Jim Callery, Acting Director of Services Maire
Halvey, and Horticultural advisor Tracey Synnott, planting a tree at Council Buildings to mark
International Older persons Day. 

Magnolia tree planted to mark
International Older Persons Day
A tree was planted by Wicklow County Council at County Buildings on Station Road in
Wicklow Town  on Friday October 1st to mark International Older Persons Day and as a
mark of respect to all loved ones lost in the pandemic. 

Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council, Cllr Shay Cullen, planted the magnolia tree at the entrance
to County Buildings saying: “Covid has touched all of society but in particular older people have been
adversely affected. A number of older people died as a result of the pandemic, and we hope to remember
them each time we pass this tree.” 

Acting Director of Services, Máire Halvey, recognised the contribution all older people give to society in
terms of knowledge, expertise and in particular with volunteering. She said that as older people had to
cocoon through the first lockdown and could not see family or friends, they paid a very high price during
the pandemic. 

County Wicklow Age Friendly Manager, Richella Wood, thanked Tracey Synnott and Jim Callery for
their assistance with the tree planting and in securing a beautiful magnolia which would stand as testament
and tribute to those who have lost their lives from Covid. 

The ceremony was one of a number nationally with local authorities taking part in the initiative.Impact of pandemic set to
continue for local drinks

and hospitality sector

‘LIGHTS WILL GO OUT’ 
Continued from page 1...
centre have agreed to develop grid
infrastructure. Upon completion, the
proposed offshore wind farm and
data centre will both directly con-
nect to the Irish national grid via the
new shared substation.

"This is a landmark project for
Arklow, for Green Tech and for
Ireland. The immediate challenge is
to power our technology sector with
renewable energy and this partner-
ships between Echelon and SSE
makes the Arklow site a world leader
in green tech.”

Social Democrats TD Jennifer
Whitmore who introduced a Dáil
Motion last week calling for a mora-
torium on the rapid development of
data centres in Ireland said the
motion came at a time when over 70
data centres are in operation and
national concerns about security of
our energy supply and warnings of
an impending energy crisis. 

The SocDems Spokesperson for
Energy, Deputy Whitmore said "data
centres are extremely power-hungry
projects using up the same amount of
energy as a large town or the whole
of County Wicklow. If this rapid
development continues, people in
Wicklow are at risk of experiencing
rolling blackouts and energy price
hikes because data centres will be
consuming more energy than the
whole of County Wicklow if it is not
managed properly. Eirgrid has
already issued warnings of possible
black outs after two amber alerts
were issued the other week in the
Dublin area, and Wicklow won't be
immune. 

"That's why I felt it necessary to
call for a moratorium, just as an
interim measure until the public can
be sure that the Government knows
what it's doing, has carried out a risk
impact analysis on energy security
and a strategy on the development of
the data centre sector in Ireland. 

"It's urgent that the Government
does something because we are
heading into a winter of rising ener-

gy prices which will negatively
affect working families across
Wicklow and vulnerable groups of
people. We have a duty to pose the
question to Government whether
data centres are worth it for us. Fuel
poverty  could increase dramatically
over the next few months. Is the
message from Government that big
industry is more important than the
security of ordinary people? 

"It was very disappointing to see
the Government vote this down, par-
ticularly the Green Party who have
made previous commitments on the 
sustainable development of data 
centres." 

Sinn Féin TD John Brady said
"We are in the midst of an energy cri-
sis. Amber alerts are now a common
feature; electricity outages are
increasingly common, and the
Government is saying that avoiding
blackouts cannot be guaranteed.
There are campaigns for individuals
to conserve electricity and switch off
light bulbs. At the same time, this
Government is bending over 
backwards to facilitate the entry of
energy-sapping data centres into the
market. 

"By 2027, data centres will hoover
up 31 per cent of Ireland's electricity,
across Europe the rate is on average
2%. They will require twelve and a
half terra watts of electricity above
what's already being provided - that's
enough to power twenty-four million
homes. 

"The threat now posed to the elec-
tricity system will not just have neg-
ative consequences for households
and businesses; it will also have a
massively damaging effect on
Ireland's international reputation and
attracting foreign direct investment. 

"Data centres are putting immense
pressure on the grid at huge cost to
the taxpayer. We will spend €9 bil-
lion on the grid to allow Amazon,
Microsoft and their peers to set up
data centres here. 

"Both EirGrid and the
Commission of Regulation of

Utilities have warned that rolling
blackouts are possible if action is not
taken on the unprecedented growth
of electricity demand from data cen-
tres. As we now have about 70 of
them which includes permission for
Echelon to develop at Avoca River
Park in Arklow, it is time for a pause
on the granting of additional Data
Centres. 

"I believe pausing the further
granting of planning permissions for
Data centres is an essential interim 
measure to ensure that we meet 
climate targets and develop a sustain-
able policy on the location of data
centres. It is crucial that we do this.
We owe it to future generations, and
to our young people who are out
protesting every week. We are lack-
ing a clear strategy from the
Government as to how the develop-
ment of Data centres and the addi-
tional demands on the national grid
will be managed into the future.”

Greystones councillor Derek
Mitchell makes an interesting point
about where data centres should be
located. He says "The amount of
Data centres in Ireland is putting a
strain on electricity supplies and
renewable targets. There is talk of
restricting new Data Centres though
these bring big economic benefits to
the country. Areas which have large
windfarms should get priority for
electricity for Data Centres in order
to provide an economic benefit to
compensate for disruption and
encourage acceptance. Windfarms
are often controversial, because of
the visual affect and this will help
gain acceptance. The Codling wind-
farm, off the coast from Greystones
to Newcastle, is scheduled to be the
largest in Ireland. That area, includ-
ing the proposed Data Centre in
Newtown, should get priority access
to electricity for Data Centres in
order to provide an economic bene-
fit. Up to now most Data Centres
have been built in Co. Dublin which
has virtually no wind or solar genera-
tion."

New Drinks Industry Group of Ireland
(DIGI) analysis warns of two-tier recovery in
2022, with hospitality facing major post-
Covid challenges. In counties Wicklow,
Louth, Meath, and Kildare, DIGI estimates
almost 6,000 fewer jobs including 1,850
among 15-24 year olds. 26,100 people are
employed in the drinks and hospitality indus-
try in the Mid-East. 

This is despite the broader economy's ongoing recov-
ery as the country approaches full vaccination.

In Q4 2019, the last quarter unaffected by the pandem-
ic, in the Mid-East region, which includes Wicklow,
7.6% or 26,100 of the adult population were employed in
drinks and hospitality jobs (in Wicklow alone, 5.8%).
However, DIGI predicts almost 6,000 fewer jobs in the
Mid-East in 2022 compared to Q4 2019, including 1,850
among 15-24 year olds. 26,100 people are employed in
the drinks and hospitality industry in the Mid-East.

The situation is similar in other regions. DIGI predicts
3,730 fewer in the West; and 3,690 fewer in the South-
East.

Some population groups are more vulnerable to this
contraction than others. In Q4 2019, women comprised
the majority, 54%, of those employed in drinks and hos-
pitality, compared to 46% in total employment; in the
Mid-East region, 52.5% of all drinks and hospitality
employees were female. The sector is also relatively
young: in Q4 2019, 31.8% were between 15 and 24 years
of age, compared to 11.2% in total employment.  

DIGI's estimates are based on analysis of the latest
industry employment report, Structure and Performance
of National and Regional Employment in the Hospitality
Sector of Restaurants, Hotels and Public Houses,
researched and authored by DCU economist Anthony
Foley. Foley's report shows that the accommodation and
food service sector, which includes most drinks and hos-
pitality businesses, employed almost 180,000 people in
the last quarter of 2019.

However, DIGI predicts that the likely substitution of
some staycation demand with overseas sun holidays,
some element of consumer reluctance, and the overall
weaker national and international demand for travel and
tourism-which in Ireland heavily involves drinks and
hospitality businesses-means some pubs, restaurants, and
hotels will not return to their pre-pandemic employment
levels in 2022.

In response, DIGI has called for the Government to
reduce Ireland's excise tax rate, which is the second high-
est overall in Europe, by 7.5% in October's Budget.

"Ireland's high rate of excise, which represents a sig-
nificant cost, is forcing drinks and hospitality businesses
to make growth-limiting sacrifices," said Liam Reid,
Chair of DIGI and Corporate Relations Director at
Diageo Ireland. At such a precarious time for the indus-
try, every euro matters. Money taken by the Government
in excise tax is money that could be spent by pubs,
hotels, and restaurants on recovery and investment.” 

DIGI believes that it should be the Government and
industry's 'collective goal' to return to the Q4 2019 total
of 180,000 drinks and hospitality jobs 'as quickly as pos-
sible' in 2022.
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Comedian and radio presenter, PJ Gallagher gets ready to embark
on an epic 17km 'Hill  to Hill '  challenge to launch the
#UpTheHill2021 campaign for the Jack and Jill  Children's
Foundation. 
Live on air, the Radio Nova breakfast presenter will cycle his own
Penny Farthing from the Summit Inn, Howth, to Hill 16 in Croke
Park to raise awareness for the campaign and inspire the public to
see what they can do to help raise funds for Jack & Jill throughout
October.  
Jack & Jill provide in-home nursing care and respite support for 
children up to the age of 6, with a range of neurodevelopmental
issues including brain injury, genetic diagnosis and severe cerebral
palsy. Many of the children we care for have undiagnosed condi-
tions. They also provide end of life care for children under the age of
6, regardless of diagnosis.
Pictured at the launch is PJ Gallagher with Harvey White (2) from
and his mother Edel. 
The White family are among the 99 families across Dublin currently
under the care of Jack & Jill. Listeners to Radio Nova will be able
to register their own Up the Hill  challenge or donate via
www.jackandjill.ie and there is also a text donation line available;
donors can text WECARE to 50300 for €4 and Jack & Jill will
receive a minimum of €3.60 (provider:LikeCharity helpline 0766
805278). Picture Andres Poveda

Irish Water find solution to
Barndarrig water supply issues

Irish Water has decided to connect Barndarrig to the Redcross Water Supply Zone to resolve all water quality issues
for the residents of Barndarrig. The community has been living under a 'Do Not Consume' notice since early
February. 

Irish Water is progressing
through the preliminary design
phase of the project and is aiming
to commence works on site later
this year. The works are sched-
uled for completion in early 2022.

Welcoming the news, Social
Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore
said "After seeking an update
from Irish Water on the on-going
water supply issue for Barndarrig
residents, I was thrilled to get
confirmation that Irish Water will
connect the area to a more stable
supply of water at Redcross. This
will resolve all current and future
water quality issues but will also
give security of supply for the
town as it grows.

"This will require some work
however, due to commence in
November and will take between
two and four months. I am hope-
ful there will be minimum disrup-
tion for residents as works take
place and I will remain in contact
with Irish Water throughout the
process.

"This should come as a such a
relief to Barndarrig residents who
have been dealing with the frus-
tration of a Do Not Consumer
notice during the height of the
pandemic, and struggling under
so much uncertainty as a result.

This should bring some closure to
this ongoing issue and hopefully
bring back some normality as a
result.

"In the meantime, I will be
seeking further details as to the
project and keep the residents 
updated," concluded Whitmore.

The Do Not Consume Notice
was issued on 9 February 2021 to

protect 213 customers following
elevated levels of nitrite in the
water supply. The water is not
safe for consumption or the
preparation of foods, but is safe
for hygiene, washing of utensils
and use in washing machines and
dishwashers.

An alternative water supply
was put in place to support

impacted customers and 5L bot-
tles of water were made available
at the car park opposite
Barndarrig church.

The Nitrite monitor remains in
place at Barndarrig Water
Treatment Plant and no nitrite
exceedances have been detected
since the Do Not Consume notice
was lifted.

Jennifer Whitmore TD in Barndarrig

Major burst to Newtown 
water main repaired 

The burst main impacted customers in Newtown, Kilcoole and surrounding areas
last Tuesday, however, crews were able to maintain supply to some areas through
reconfiguring the network. 

Irish Water said that the repairs were complex due to the location of the burst and
the presence of other services over the watermain which had to be carefully 
excavated.

Speaking about the burst, Peter Thornton, Irish Water said: "Dedicated crews 
successfully carried out the repairs as quickly and efficiently as possible to 
minimise disruption to the area and restore water for all customers. 

“The repairs were complex due to the location of the burst and the presence of
other services. We understand the inconvenience unplanned outages can have on
customers and we appreciate your patience as we worked to return the water supply
to homes and businesses as quickly and as safely as possible."

Irish Water and Wicklow County Council crews successfully complet-
ed repairs following a significant burst to a 200mm water main on the
Woodstock road area in Newtownmountkennedy last week. 

Minister for Social
Protection, Heather
Humphreys TD,
announced the start of the
National Fuel Scheme for
the 2021/2022 Season
last week.  

The Fuel Allowance,
which is a means-
assessed payment, will be
paid for 28 weeks to an
estimated 370,000 house-
holds across the country. 

Minister Simon Harris
said: "I know that for the

9,584 households across
Wicklow that received
the Fuel Allowance pay-
ment last year,  this
Scheme is key to support-
ing them meet their ener-
gy costs. Recipients are
paid a weekly rate of
€28, with an option also
to receive two lump sum
payments of €392 each. 

"The scheme plays a
vital role in ensuring that
families across Wicklow
have the security in

knowing they will be able
to pay their heating bills
over the winter months. I
know it will be especially
important to people this
year in the context of ris-
ing fuel costs globally,
and I am encouraging my
colleagues in
Government to factor this
into the upcoming
Budget. 

"All those who
received the Fuel
Allowance last year will

be automatically be paid
again this year, as long as
their entitlement remains.
I would really urge any-
one who is in need of this
scheme and has not
applied previously to
submit an application
immediately. The Fuel
Allowance application
form is available through
local Intreo Centres, Post
Offices or on the
Department's website,"
Minister Harris conclud-
ed. 

Launching the 2021
/2022 Fuel Season,
Minister Humphreys said,
"In recognition of the

Scheme's importance to
so many families, I
increased the weekly rate
of payment by €3.50 in
my first Budget as Social
Protection Minister. 

"I am conscious that
heating costs are a con-
cern for many and that
households have seen
their bills increase and
return to 2019 levels. I
want to assure people that
I am aware of these con-
cerns and they will be an
important factor for me
as I continue the Budget
2022 negotiations, along
with my Government col-
leagues."

A total of 9,584 households across Wicklow received fuel allowance
payments through the National Fuel Scheme last winter and will 
automatically receive payments again this year, beginning last week,
as long as their eligibility remains the same.

As new Fuel Season begins, data shows over 9,500 
Wicklow households  received payments last winter

Rory P. Benville B.C.L.
Brian Robinson B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

Eilish Bradshaw B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.
Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Riverview House
Seapoint Road,
Bray, Co. Wicklow

Personal Injury Lawyers*
Medical Negligence* Catastrophic Injuries*
Workplace Accidents* Road Traffic Accidents*

Trips and Falls*
For professional, confidential and expert legal advice regarding
Personal Injuries suffered, please do not hesitate to contact 

Brian Robinson or Clare-Ann Temple.

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

Tel: 01 276 1330  Fax: 01 276 1336
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie
E-mail: info@benvillerobinson.ie 
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Aoife and Pat McKernan from Greystones are pictured making their way over Bray Head during
EcoTrail 2021. The race started and finished at Bray Seafront on September 25th. Participants
took in some of Wicklow's most scenic locations including Bray Head Killruddery Gardens, The
Great Sugarloaf, Powerscourt Waterfall, The Wicklow Way , Lough Tay viewing point and Piers
Gate, and all the way to Roundwood and the Vartry Resevoir.  

Rents jump 11.6%
The quarterly rent index by the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) published last week shows
that rents have risen on average by 7% across the state this year. The average rent is now
€1,352, with average rents in Wicklow now at €1436.44.

To put this in perspec-
tive, that's €17,237.28 per
year on average to rent in
Wicklow.

The report is compiled
in conjunction with the
Economic and Social
Research Institute (ESRI),
and is the most authorita-
tive report of its kind on
the Irish rental market.

CSO figures for 2019
indicate that the median
household income for
renters is €38,558 which
means that that 45% of the
household's disposable
income is going on rent.

Commenting on the
report, Sinn Fein TD John
Brady said: "The RTB rent
quarterly rent index for Q2
of 2021 indicates that rents
have risen by 7% annually.
The average rent is now
€1,352 a month. Rents in
Wicklow have breached
the 4% rent cap that was in
place and have risen by an
alarming 11.6%. 

"The figures show that
rents are rising the fastest
in Leitrim, with the county
experiencing 17.3% year-
on-year growth. Laois,
Sligo, Wicklow, Mayo,
Offaly, Kilkenny,

Longford and Clare all
showed increases of more
than 10% during the same
timeframe.

"These figures are
under the earlier rental
rules and are not subject to
the revised cap linking
rents to inflation.
However, rents in rent
pressure zones showed
rises of over 4%, which
indicated that there was
widespread noncompli-
ance with the 4% cap.

"Why would this be
any different under the
new rules. Inflation was at
over 3% last month and
many economists believe
this will continue to rise.

"The government has
no plan to tackle runaway
rents. That much is clear
from reading the new
housing plan and listening
to the Minister for
Housing.

"The delivery of the
long-promised cost rental
legislation is slow and
even then, most of these
rents will not be genuinely
affordable. Ordinary peo-
ple cannot afford to rent
nor can they afford to buy.
They remain stuck. This is

not a normal way to live
and it cannot continue.

"Sinn Féin has a plan
for renters and a plan to
deliver genuinely afford-
able homes. We would
ban rent increases for
three years and introduce
a refundable tax credit
worth one month's rent for
private rented sector ten-
ants."

Padraig McGoldrick,
Interim Director of the
RTB, commented on the
latest Rent Index findings:
"In Q2 2021, the Irish
economy began to emerge
from lockdown with a
phased reopening, and
people began to readjust
to their living and working
situations. The Q2 2021
Rent Index provides an
important insight into how
the rental sector is adapt-
ing to these changes. From
the initial early pandemic
slowdown and reduction
in rent levels, rents nation-
ally have rebounded
quickly, mainly driven by
activity outside of Dublin.
In particular, rents are
continuing to increase
more rapidly along the
commuter belt and more

slowly in Dublin and other
urban areas indicating that
the pandemic has seen an
immediate impact of peo-
ple moving from urban
areas, particularly Dublin.
This may reflect an
emerging trend around
long-term working and
lifestyle choices.

"Nevertheless, there is a
lot of uncertainty around
the emerging trends. It
must be noted that the
period since the onset of
the pandemic has seen the
introduction and subse-
quent easing of restric-
tions in line with the pub-
lic health measures. This
is likely to have had an
effect on the trends
throughout 2020 and 2021
which may not be perma-
nent. In addition, the latest
rent levels have not been
impacted by recent rent
control measures restrict-
ing increases in rents to
rises in inflation measured
by the Harmonised Index
of Consumer Prices
(HICP). The RTB will
continue to monitor the
trends to inform policy
and support emerging
needs in the sector."

House prices rise 4.7%
in the past three months

The price of the average second-hand three-bed semi in County Wicklow has risen by 4.7% to
€331,000 in the last three months, according to a national survey by Real Estate Alliance.

Homes in the county are reach-
ing sale agreed in four weeks, the
Q3 REA Average House Price
Index shows.

Average prices in Bray rose
4.1% this period to €385,000,
with time to sell remaining at three
weeks. North East Wicklow prices
rose 6.1% to €350,000.

During this period, prices in
Wicklow Town also saw a 6.1%
increase to €350,000, with the
average time to reach sale agreed
currently at four weeks.

"Vendors are slow to place their
houses on the market as they can-
not find a suitable house to move
to," said Karl Tracey of REA
Forkin, Bray.

"A high number of landlords are
selling their Buy To Let residential
properties as they now are seeing
values back at the same levels they
purchased at 2005-2007.

"High tax on rental income is
also driving these investment prop-
erty sales."

Average prices in Blessington
rose 4.6% to €340,000, with time
to sell remaining at four weeks.
Baltinglass prices rose 2.2% to
€230,000, and time to sell in the
area remained unchanged at six
weeks.

"Mid-west Wicklow continues
to generate strong interest as a sec-
ondary location for the former
commuter, who is now based at
home for part of the working
week, while demand is remaining
strong for any type of property
within north-west Wicklow area,"
said Simon Murphy of REA
Murphy Baltinglass and
Blessington.

"Shortage of house supply is

forcing single buyers to consider
and purchase apartments as an
alternative choice, and recent sales
of rented houses by owner-occu-
piers, willing to deal with tenants
after purchase, is a new departure
and is indicative of the shortage of
supply.    

"We are seeing marginal
increase in the third quarter on the
back of strong increases earlier in
the year, and demand is expected
to remain strong while an under-
supply will be a feature of the mar-
ket for the remainder of 2021 at
least."

The latest Daft.ie report has
shown that Wicklow house prices
in the third quarter of 2021 were
11% higher than a year previously,
compared to a rise of 3% seen a
year ago. 

Responding to the Daft.ie Q3
House Price Report, IPAV, the
Institute of Professional
Auctioneers & Valuers, said the
drop in supply of new homes on
the market was striking if unsur-
prising given the impact of the
pandemic.

Pat Davitt, IPAV's Chief
Executive said: "Given the tight-
ness of supply and the very strong
demand it is likely that prices
achieved for homes in many areas
may in fact be exceeding asking
prices, the latter which the Daft.ie
report captures.

"Our own study of actual prices
achieved by auctioneers in the first
six months of 2021 over the latter
six months of 2020 found an accel-
eration in house price increases
and particularly so in the country,"
he said.

"The main driver of increasing

prices is the lack of supply of
homes to meet current and pent-up
demand," he said.

However he said agents around
the country are now reporting
more second hand properties com-
ing to the market,

"It is to be hoped that this extra
stock will see a steading of prices
as we head to the final quarter of
the year and prices may not rise as
much as they did in the first six
months."

Mr Davitt said it is in the inter-
est of society as a whole that the
Government's Housing for All plan
with a commitment to invest €4
billion per year to build 300,000
homes over the next nine years
works.

"The latter part of the year will
be telling in how buyer behaviours
respond to the opening up of the
economy. We may well see a
tapering back of the move to the
country that was so evident over
the last year."

He said increasing the supply of
new homes is absolutely critical
and next month's Budget must
introduce measures that will bring
down the cost of building homes.

IPAV has called for a reduction
in the VAT rate on new housing
from 13.5pc to 5 per cent for
owner-occupiers saying forcing
new house buyers to borrow to pay
an upfront VAT bill to Government
and to pay interest charges on that
borrowed money over the lifetime
of the mortgage does not make
sense.

The organisation has also called
for measures to bring vacant prop-
erties and business premises into
the housing stock. 
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Bray Camera Club celebrates 50 great years
The first meeting of Bray Camera Club was held 50 years ago this year. On Saturday 25th
September, club members, friends and invited guests marked the 50th Anniversary at the exact
location of this meeting, on the steps of An Lár House on the Lower Dargle Road in Bray. 

This photo call, which included Mr Brian White of the Bray Historical Society, one of the club's founding mem-
bers, was followed by a celebratory picnic in the People's Park with toasts past members and the club's future.

Since its lowly beginnings the camera club has had 50 uninterrupted years of meetings in various locations in
Bray with the most recent pre-pandemic meetings taking place on Monday evenings in the Mermaid Arts Centre. 

Since the pandemic, the club has successfully continued its activities with online meetings featuring weekly 
challenges, photo presentations, guest speakers, competitions, mirthful debate, analysis of photo techniques and
sharing of knowledge. They also hold annual exhibitions, the next of which is due to take place in January and
February 2022.

"Whether you use a phone camera or a high-end digital SLR, Bray Camera Club welcomes everyone over 18
years of age with an interest in photography. Until such a time as meetings can be reconvened in the Marmaid Arts
Centre, the club will continue to meet online on Monday evenings. If you wish to sample some meetings with a
view to joining or you would like more information about the club, please email info@braycameraclub.ie."

Carraig Eden
wins at National
Housing Awards

Carraig Eden which provides transitional, supported accommodation to those at risk of 
homelessness in Greystones has won two Irish Council for Social Housing (ICSH) awards.

The ICSH Biennial
Community Housing
Awards showcase the
innovative and sustainable
social housing projects
that approved housing
bodies members and local
authority partners continue
to deliver for communities
across the country. Local
charity Ark Housing,
meanwhile, was shortlisted
for an ICSH housing
award. 

The first award is all
about collaboration and
this began all the way back
in 2016 when Tiglin came
to Wicklow County
Council for help when the
Carraig Eden site was put
up for sale and which
could have potentially
resulted in putting the 30
residents at risk of home-
lessness. 

Wicklow County
Council collaborated with
the Department of
Housing, Local
Government and Heritage
and funding was secured
to purchase and upgrade
the dilapidated building
into high quality, modern,
i n d e p e n d e n t  
living accommodation,
while at the same time
providing them with sup-
port from the Tiglin com-
munity through the shared
living facilities and access
to the support team.

Carraig Eden also won
the first ever Public
Choice Award. This award
gives an opportunity for
members of the public to
stand-up and applaud the
project that puts a broad
smile on their face, that's
awe-inspiring or that
makes them feel hopeful
about the communities
we're building for a more

sustainable future.
Cllr Shay Cullen,

Cathaoirleach of Wicklow
County Council, said he
was delighted to accept the
award for Collaboration
Initiatives from the Irish
Council for Social
Housing for Carraig Eden
and added that the Council
could not have had a better
partner in the scheme than
Tiglin which was, he said,
an amazing organization
which brings hope and
support to people who
have temporarily lost their
way in life.  

Mr Frank Curran, Chief
Executive, Wicklow
County Council, said the
Council was very proud of
what had been achieved in
Carraig Eden and would
continue to work with
Tiglin and all other
Approved Housing Bodies
in supporting this housing-
led approach to ensure a
sustainable solution to the
housing needs of individu-
als and families in our
community.

He said “as we are all
aware, significant chal-
lenges are being faced by
Wicklow County Council
in dealing with the num-
bers of people and families
presenting as homeless. 

“The development of
relationships between the
local authorities and
homeless service providers
in the region has been crit-
ical in dealing with the
many and complex issues
that have arisen.”

Mr Curran further
acknowledged the involve-
ment of John O'Keefe
Architect and Cleary
Doyle, the construction
team, involved in the pro-
ject.

Minister Donnelly said:
"Carraig Eden is a shining
example of how the State
can work with housing
groups to change lives.
I've worked closely with
the superb team at Tiglin
to safeguard the future for
Carraig Eden because the
work being done there is
absolutely vital.

"I'm delighted the staff
and the team behind mak-
ing it such a success are
getting the recognition
they deserve. Everyone
involved should be
extremely proud of the
work they have done in
building what is a first-
class facility."

A Carraig Eden resident
Danny described how
Carraig Eden had helped
him.

He said: "Carraig Eden
provided me with a place
where people knew what
recovery was and how to
sustain it. It has helped me
put a value on my life."

President Michael D.
Higgins said Carraig Eden
was "a place where people
who have had their partici-
pation in life disrupted -
discover a new space and
become full of hope and
joy". 

Gillian Power, Senior
Executive Engineer,
Wicklow County
Council said "This award
is all about collaboration
and Wicklow County
Council  couldn't  have
asked for a better partner
in Tiglin. They are an
amazing organisat ion
who bring hope and sup-
port to people who have
temporari ly lost  their
way in life."

Chair of Ark Housing
& Cathaoirleach of Bray

Municipal District, Cllr.
Aoife Flynn Kennedy,
stated "I t  was a huge
achievement for  Ark
Housing to be shortlisted
for an ICSH Award.  As
a small  chari ty and
approved housing body
to be shortlisted among
some of the biggest
operators in the country,
both local  authori t ies
and chari t ies ,  we are
very humbled." 

Cllr Flynn Kennedy
outl ined the chari ty 's
background.  Ark
Housing has been work-
ing silently since 2007 to
provide accommodation
for homeless famil ies
and individuals in Bray
and North Wicklow.
Currently providing 27
permanent homes for 10
individuals and 17 fami-
lies, including 40 chil-
dren. Homes are located
in Bray,  Greystones,
Newtown and Rathnew.

The charity is funded
through grants to pur-
chase homes, fundraising
and income derived from
their  chari ty shop at
Bray Recycle Centre
supports ongoing tenan-
cy sustainment, property
maintenance and has
also funded the purchase
of accommodation.  

Cllr. Flynn Kennedy
states "We are a commu-
nity charity, reacting to a
real need. Ark Housing
is  about  real  act ion.
Without the support of
the community and our
volunteers, we would be
unable to do this impor-
tant work.  With them we
can continue to provide
more homes and have a
positive impact on peo-
ple's lives."

Pictured are Bray Camera Club members celebrating their 50th anniversary - Back row, left to
right: David MacKenzie, Graham Gough, Douglas Barry, Malcolm McCamley, Pat Killilea.
Middle row, left to right: Norman Davies, Pat Judge, Donal Enright, Una Armstrong, Gerry Kelly,
Frank McGowan, Aongus Collins. Front row, left to right: John McGowan, Philip Ryan, Sallie
O'Sullivan, Brenda Keogh, Anne Marie Byrne, Brian White, Philip White. 
Photo by  Joe McQuillan

Members of Tiglin and Wicklow County Council celebrate at Bray Golf Club. Pictured are Jonathan
Dineen, Daaniel Roche, Michael Nicholson, Lourda Scott, CE of Wicklow County Couuncil Frank
Curran, Wicklow County Council Shay Cullen, Tiglin CEO Phil Thompson, John O'Keeffe, Jackie
Carroll, Helena Fallon, Tiglin Chair Aubrey McCarthy, Theresa O'Brien, and Gillian Power 

Recycled:
• Screened Topsoil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Topsoil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com



01 2829668
bifeenquiries@wicklowvec.ieApply NOW online at www.bife.ie

ART & DESIGN
Art Portfolio Preparation Course
Art, Craft & Design
Art Practice / Fine Art HNC 
Architectural Design & Technology
Graphic Design HND 
Fashion & Textiles HNC 
Garden Design
Furniture Design & Manu. Level 5
Furniture Design & Cabinet M. Level 6
Jewellery Making & design

MUSIC & COMPUTER GAMING
3D Game Design
Games Development 
Music Production HND 
Music Performance HND
Traditional Irish & Folk Music Performance
Sound Engineering
DJ Techniques & Music Production

SPORT
Sports, Exercise & Fitness Instruction
Personal Trainer, Strength & Conditioning
Football Coaching & Fitness studies
Sports Injury & Soft Tissue Massage Therapy

SOCIAL STUDIES & 
APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY

Social Studies & Community Care
Applied Health & Social Care HND
Applied Psychology

BODY THERAPIES & 
HOLISTIC HEALTH
Beauty & Body Therapy
Nail Technician & Salon Administration
Hairdressing Junior Stylist
Hairdressing Senior Stylist
Barbering
Fashion Theatre and Media Make-Up
Holistic & Wellbeing Studies

SCIENCE, ENGINEERING 
& COMPUTING
Animal Care & Management
Animal Care 
Canine Husbandry
Animal Science Advanced
Equine Studies
Science - Pre University
Dietetics, Nutrition & Food Science
Brewing & Distilling Techniques
Forensics - Applied Science
Applied Ecology & Biodiversity Studies
Engineering Pre-University
Computer Software Development
Computer Science Level 5
Computer Networks & Cyber Security Level 6

BUSINESS
Business Management & Administration
Business Management - Advanced Cert 
Accounting Technician
Business Tourism & Event Management
Legal Administration
IT & Office Administration
Medical Administration
Security Studies

ADULT 
LEAVING CERTIFICATE
Adult Leaving Certificate

NURSING & HEALTH SCIENCES
Nursing / Midwifery Studies
Pharmacy Assistant
Pharmacy Technician
Emergency Care Services

ACTING & DANCE
Acting for Theatre & Film
Acting-Advanced for Stage & Screen
Dance Technique, Performance & Chor. ND
Dance Technique, Performance & Chor. HND

FILM
TV & Film Production 
TV & Film (Moving Image) HND 

TOURISM & HOSPITALITY
Tourism, Reception & Event Management
Restaurant & Bar Management
Professional Cookery 
Professional Cookery Advanced
Barista, Pastry & Baking

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

Bray InstItute of furtHer eDuCatIon
Dedicated, Professional, Passionate

- THE SOUTH EAST'S LARGEST COLLEGE OF FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION -
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Wicklow features in new
'Old Ireland in Colour' book

Old Ireland in Colour 2 is the eagerly anticipated sequel to John Breslin and Sarah-Anne
Buckley's 2020 illustrated bestseller, which became the Irish publishing phenomenon of the
year, winning the An Post Irish Book Award for Best Irish-Published Book and proving to be
the most valuable single title in the Irish market.

The book featured in
every national newspa-
per, on The Late Late
Show, onRyan Tubridy's
radio show - it even made
the homepage of CNN.

Now, Breslin and
Buckley have delved
even deeper into Ireland's
historical archives to
uncover captivating pho-
tographic gems to bring
to life using their unique
blend of cutting-edge
technology, historical
research and expert
colourisation.

One of those photos is
'One Man and His Dog', a
photo taken at the Dargle
Bridge near Enniskerry in
1905. 

Old Ireland in Colour
2 further celebrates the
rich history of Ireland
and the Irish people, from
all walks of life, with all
thirty-two counties repre-
sented across the full-
colour title. 

The book is divided
into six sections under
the broad headings of
Politics and Revolution,
Children and School,
Working Life, Sport and
Leisure, Ireland and the
World, and Urban and
Rural Scenes. With over
150 superb images, once
again accompanied by
insightful captions, the
book is the perfect por-
trait  of l ife in Ireland
throughout the nine-
teenth and twentieth cen-
turies.

From the chaos of the
revolutionary period to
the simple beauty of the
islands, from the iconic
to the domestic, there is
something new and

inspiring to be gleaned
from every single page.

John Breslin is  a
Professor at  NUI
Galway, where he has
taught engineering, com-
puter science and
entrepreneurship over a

twenty-year period. He
has writ ten over 200
publications and co-
authored two books.
Sarah-Anne Buckley is a
lecturer in History at
NUI Galway and
President of the Women's

History Association of
Ireland. She has pub-
lished two monographs,
four edited volumes and
numerous articles. She is
co-founder of the Irish
Centre for the Histories
of Labour and Class.

ONE MAN AND HIS DOG c.1905, Wicklow Hills, Co. Wicklow. The ivy-
covered Dargle Bridge near Enniskerry. Notes on Travel by Underwood and
Underwood recorded ‘the beauty of this deep, wooded glen is famous
through all parts of Ireland. The stream that comes racing and tumbling
and dancing along under the bridge is hurrying to carry to the sea … the
rainfall from the Wicklow mountains.’Source: Library of Congress

PRAYERS AT DOWNING STREET, 14 July 1921, London. A republican prayer vigil at Downing
Street on the day Éamon de Valera and David Lloyd George met to discuss paths to peace in Ireland.
It was the first of four meetings between the pair in July 1921. The Irish Times reported that as the
meeting progressed, a ‘large crowd of Irish sympathisers knelt in the rain at Whitehall, at the end of
Downing Street, recited the rosary, and sang several hymns. Before the prayers started, they sang
“Ireland a Nation”.’ The article goes on to state that the singing and prayers did not cease. The 
politicisation of prayer was a powerful tactic during the Irish revolution, with mass vigils often
being organised by Cumann na mBan and taking place at prisons, military barracks and public
spaces.Source: National Library of Ireland

A well-known Wicklow producer is set to hit television screens across the country after being
chosen to star in Aldi’s new multi-platform advertising campaign. John Pringle is one of four
Irish producers who have been selected as the face of Aldi’s new “Everyday Irish, Everyday
Amazing” nationwide campaign. John Pringle is one of our proud sheep farmers based in the 
idyllic surroundings of the Wicklow hills. As the third generation to farm this land, John, and
his family pride themselves in rearing Quality Irish Lambs.  The farm implements practices
which are kind to the environment.

Four Wicklow stories selected for
landmark GAA grassroots book

‘Grassroots: Stories From The Heart Of The
GAA’, is a treasure trove of GAA memories, tales
and incidents spanning over 150 years.

“The book generated an incredible response from
every county in Ireland, as well as from the Irish
abroad,” said author, journalist and Bray man PJ
Cunningham, who collaborated with Croke Park on
the publication.

“I have included stories not only since the GAA’s 
foundation in 1884, but from before, through to the
Civil War and up to modern times.

“The collection is, in essence, the first time that
this rich oral tradition of sideline and on-field stories
have been put together and published in this form.

“It provides snapshots into the history of the GAA,
recounted by the people at the heart of the action,
whether those stories are happy or sad, dramatic or
ordinary.”

Volume one has just been published and such was
the response from the GAA community that work has
already begun on a second collection.

The first edition includes stories from the rich his-
tory of Wicklow GAA. Brendan Tumelty was a great
Wicklow player who emigrated to the Big Apple in

the late fifties where he was a prominent member of
the NYPD.

He was also a star in a very star-studded New York
Gaelic football team of the sixties. He played one
final match to end a sterling career against the globe-
trotting Aussie ‘Galahs’ team.

This squad was laden with Mr Universe figures
who used their power to overwhelm opponents on
the pitch. The legendary John ‘Kerry’ O’Donnell
beseeched 6’5” Tumelty to do something about their
dominance at half-time – and the ensuing row led to
one of the most celebrated rounds of fisticuffs on the
famed Gaelic Park turf.

How the Wicklow man decked their talisman Ron
Barassi is still talked about – even in Australia.
Indeed, when an Aussie TV company made a ‘This is
your Life’ programme for Ron some years later,
secretly they flew Brendan out to be part of the occa-
sion.

They pair became firm friends and both dined out
on the dust up in the Bronx when they visited each
other up until Brendan’s death seven years ago.

Bray native Jackie Napier recalls one of his coun-
ty’s greatest ever triumphs when they won the All
Ireland Junior hurling final against Hertfordshire
after three games laden with controversy.

Jackie also supplied an insightful vignette on how
loose lips nearly caused a strike as Wicklow over-
came their differences and won the All-Ireland junior
football final.

There is also a story from the pen of the late Jim
Brophy on how a club man cast himself in the role of
spy to try to get information on another team and
ended up almost being thrown in jail.

Other contributors include former Irish soccer
international Niall Quinn, Meath legends Sean
Boylan and Bernard Flynn, Tony O’Hehir, son of the
legendary Michael, former Galway hurling captain
Joe Connolly, ex-Armagh player and manager Joe
Kernan and RTÉ hurling analyst and former Offaly
star, Michael Duignan.

“The folklore and stories that built up around our
games are part of the reason that the organisation
occupies such a special place in Irish society,” said
GAA President, Larry McCarthy.

“The GAA has always been about more than just
games, it is part of what we are.”

Grassroots: Stories From The Heart Of The GAA
(Volume 1), priced at €19.99, is available now in all
good bookshops.

If you have a GAA anecdote or story you would
like to share for Volume 2, contact PJ Cunningham at
086-8217631 or at: pj@gaastories.ie.

Four stories about County Wicklow have
been selected to appear in a fascinating new
book on the GAA – written by people at the
heart of the association nationwide.

PJ Cunningham 
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Leah Laing saying goodbye to Dublin Bus driver Desi O'Toole who has retired after 47 years 

Sunday 26th September saw people line the streets in Greystones and a Gardai and Fire
service escort as beloved Dublin Bus driver Desi O'Toole made his last trip on the 84 from
Newcastle to Bray. 

Desi has retired after 47 years helping the people of North Wicklow to reach their destinations. During
that time Desi also gave even more service to the local community through his charity work, raising hun-
dreds of thoudands of euro for worthy causes, and he plans to continue this charity work in the next phase of
his life.    

His special skill was in dealing with the many elderly people on his route, who Desi always treated with
great care, courtesy and friendliness.

Former Greystones Mayor and councillor Kathleen Kelleher said the escort was a fitting tribute: "Desi
will be much missed by all in Greystones. We wish him many more active years in his retirement. I was very 
fortunate to have been able to wave goodbye to Des on his last journey. His escort as it passed St. Kevin's
NS was very impressive!!"

Progress from Changing Places
departmental working group 

A changing places toi-
let offers larger supported
facilities that address the
needs of people for
whom current accessible
sanitary accommodation
is inadequate. These
facilities enable people
with complex care needs
to take part in everyday
activities such as travel,
shopping, family days out

or attending a sporting
event.  

Discussing the news,
Deputy Matthews said:
"This is an issue I first
brought up in the Dáil
late last year following a
series of meetings with a
local group of carers and
supporters who are push-
ing for these facilities for
people who need them.

At the time, I welcomed
the urgent action taken by
my party colleague,
Minister Malcolm
Noonan in setting up a
departmental working
group that includes a
wide variety of organisa-
tions including the HSE,
the Office of Public
Works and Changing
Places Ireland, the chari-
ty behind the campaign at
a national level.  These
groups are working in a
collaborative way to
amend existing building
regulations.  As is often
the case, the legislation in
this area is complex and
the working group
includes represantatives
from the construction and
legal sectors to work
through any legal hur-
dles.

"After 6 meetings so
far this year, the working
group is making positive
progress and a report and
draft amendments to the
existing legislation are in
progress which will offer
the basis for a public con-
sultation by the end of
the year.  I look forward
to continuing to work
with Changing Places
and the Minister on this
issue because at the heart
of it, this work is about

improving the lives of
carers and those who
require these facilities
and offering basic dignity
that will provide publicly
accessible toilets that
meet their needs.

"On a local level,  I
provided this update to
and look forward to
meeting again with the
local branch of the organ-
isation representing fami-
lies/ individuals that need
these facilities.   I also
look forward to continu-
ing my engagement with
the Sub Committee on
Changing Places that is
part of Wicklow County
Council's Inclusion and
Disability Committee.
Getting these new regula-
tions across the line and
put in practice is a slow
process but fundamental-
ly important and worth-
while.

"Ultimately, I  am
working towards ensur-
ing that the legislation is
amended at a national
level so that it won't be
down to local councilors
or politicians to advocate
for changing places to be
included in public build-
ing plans, i t  will  be a
basic minimum require-
ment,” concluded Deputy
Matthews.

Deputy Matthews in the Changing Places toilet
in Wicklow Town’s new Library 

Hail to the bus driver 
Desi O’Toole retires after 47 years 

Draft building regulations which will support a public consultation on the issue of Changing
Places toilets will be published by the end of the year. This was confirmed by Minister
Darragh O'Brien in response to a parliamentary question from Green Party TD Steven
Matthews. The progress follows six in depth meetings of the Changing Places working group
in recent months and a series of subcommittee meetings. 
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Hannah Brooks making her way back during the Wicklow EcoTrail 2021. The race started and fin-
ished at Bray Seafront on Seeptember 25th. Participants took in some of Wicklow's most scenic
locations including Bray Head Killruddery Gardens, The Great Sugarloaf, Powerscourt Waterfall,
The Wicklow Way , Lough Tay viewing point and Piers Gate, and all the way to Roundwood and
the Vartry Resevoir.  

Help find missing Sandwich

A €500 reward is being offered for information
that leads them to Sandwich, a 10 year old female
Terrier Jack Russell cross missing from the
Ballinakill area in Rathdrum. 

"We think she got out underneath a gate in her
home in the Ballinakill area of Rathdrum. She is not
a dog that has run away before,” said her owners. 

“We have reports that she was seen running on
Rathdrum Bridge, near the back gate to Hidden
Valley late afternoon, on Wednesday the 18th
August. We have received other reports of her out
on the Glenealy Road near Churchmount Farm, near
the Garda Station in Rathdrum and closer to
Avondale too. There was also a report of a man,
thought to be in his 60s, in a silver car, maybe a
Toyota Starlet, stopping to pick up a small white dog
running on the road leading to Avondale House. We

have appealled for him to come forward but we have
had no response yet. We hope this jogs someone's
memory. 

"We also received a message about the Laragh
Road saying a conversation was overheard that a
small animal was hit 2 weeks later but, there was no
trace or reports of any animals being found. We
have searched and investigated this extensively and
thoroughly. None of these sightings have been con-
firmed. Sandwich seems to have simply vanished.
There was also confusion about a small dog, similar
to Sandwich near the Graveyard, but he is resident
in the area. 

"We have had over 20,000 shares on the 'Help
find Sandwich' Facebook group in a few weeks but
absolutely no concrete information. Our plea has
been shared far and wide in the UK but we are find-
ing it so hard to get local information as to her
whereabouts. Someone has to know where
Sandwich is and what happened that day,
Wednesday the 18th August."

Sandwich has been raised since she was a tiny
puppy by her human Damien O'Loinsigh (Lynch).
For the past 10 years they have been with each other
day in, day out. Sandwich would often go to work
with Damien they were full-time Carers for
Damien's older brother, Ronan, over the past few
years, before Ronan sadly passed away in December
2020. It was Sandwich who brought Damien so
much comfort at such a terribly difficult time. They
are each other's constant companions. He is lost
without her and not knowing where she went, or
where she is, has caused him much anxiety and
heartache. 

"We are asking people to check in with your
neighbours who maybe might feel they are minding
her. We ask that people check your sheds or out-
houses incase she sought refuge. We are begging for
information on where this much loved and sorely
missed little girl is.

"We are so inexplicably grateful to those who
have helped so far. We held a search in local woods
two weeks ago and a chorus of young children out
for a Saturday morning walk were calling her
through the valley. It was so heartwarming. We need
Sandwich home now though. We need you to ask
next door and up the road...have you seen
Sandwich?"

If you have any information about Sandwich, con-
tact Damien on 087 9317194 , or you can message
Tara, Rachel or Fiona on the Help find Sandwich
Facebook group. You can email
wingsofwicklow@gmail.com or you can write to
'Help find Sandwich, c/o Wellbeing with Wings,
Main St, Wicklow Town, A67 KT97'. 

A Wicklow family are desperately appealing
to the public to help them find their sorely
missed little dog, Sandwich.

Sandwich is 10 years old with a white body
and a long tail. She has a black and tan head.
Her ears are upright and do not flop. She adores
her ball and playing fetch for hours. She loves
her belly rubs. She sometimes has a little limp.
She answers to Sandwich and Damo. She is
spayed and her details are all up to date. 

Bray makes Top 20 in Best
Place to Live competition

Bray has been praised for making it into the Best 20 Places to Live in Ireland 2021, as
Waterford City was announced as the overall winner.

Although Waterford
was the unanimous
choice of the judging
panel it had to beat off
stiff competition from
four other shortlisted
locations: Clonakilty, Co
Cork, Galway city, the
village of Glaslough in
Co Monaghan and
Killarney, Co Kerry.

Among the things
which impressed the
judges about Waterford
were its beautiful build-
ings, its liveability, its
pedestrian friendly public
space, its weather, and its
easy access to the
Comeragh Mountains and
the Copper Coast.

The Irish Times Best
Place to Live in Ireland
contest, began in June. In
total 470 locations were
nominated by more 
than 2,400 people from
all 32 counties for the
title of 'Best Place to

Live in Ireland 2021'.
The Chair of the judg-

ing panel Conor
Goodman congratulated
Bray on its fine showing
in the competition.
"Given the level of
entries and the extremely
high standard of those
entries, making it into the
Best 20 Places to Live in
Ireland really is a won-
derful achievement which
I'm sure everyone in Bray
is rightly proud of. 

“We were delighted
with the level of interest
in the competition and
would like to thank
everyone who nominated
a place or who engaged
with us on it."

Each one of the nomi-
nated places - whether a
city, town, village or sub-
urb - was assessed on a
range of criteria includ-
ing: affordability; natural
amenities; buildings;

housing; community 
initiatives and spirit;
presence of clubs, soci-
eties and activities; good
local services; diversity;
a 
welcome for outsiders;
transport links; employ-
ment opportunities; 
digital links for distance
working; and safety and
security.

While the number of
nominations was a factor
in the selection of the top
locations, the quality of
the place itself was the
chief consideration.

One of the judges,
architect Simon Wall
described Waterford's
Viking Triangle as a won-
derful friendly public
realm with walkable,
liveable and happy com-
munities.

"Waterford is an unas-
suming city, with a sense
of its own independence.

It appears not to compare
itself with other Irish
cities.   What it  has
achieved over the past
two decades is simply
outstanding."

In the midst of a hous-
ing crisis,  affordable
accommodation was a
key consideration.
Waterford has an average
house price of around
€200,000 and a stock of
competitively priced
homes for sale. Housing
here is accessible - or rel-
atively accessible - to
people on a variety of
incomes.

This is the second Irish
Times Best Place to Live
in Ireland contest. The
first was in 2012, when
Westport, Co Mayo, won
the title. For information
about 'Best Places to 
Live 2021' go to 
www.irishtimes.com/best
place

Pupils presented with prizes in
Codling Wind Park Art Competition

The competition aimed to
encourage children to learn, under-
stand and ask questions about cli-
mate change and the important role
renewable energy has to play in
addressing it.

Details were sent to all primary
schools within the Greystones and
Wicklow municipal districts, with
the competition open to children in
all classes. There were two cate-
gories: Juniors - junior infants to
second class; and Seniors - third to
sixth class.

The standard of entries was
extremely high, as Liz Dillon,
Community Liaison Officer of the
Codling Wind Park project,
explained. "We were so impressed
by the incredible artwork submit-
ted, highlighting the creativity and
talent we have in our schools. We
were literally blown away by the
quality of the entries!

"Never has there been a more
important time for our younger
generation to learn about the conse-
quences of climate change and the
positive impact renewables will
have. With Ireland being one of the
windiest countries in Europe, we
are sitting on a gold mine of
renewable energy, which when har-
nessed, will ensure our children
have a healthier and safer future."
The winners of the junior 
competition were:
• 1st: Abbey from St Patrick's NS
Greystones
• 2nd: Vanessa from Greystones
Community National School
• 3rd: Sophie from St Patrick's NS
Greystones
The winners of the senior 
competition were:
• 1st: Robyn from Gaelscoil na
gCloch Liath
• 2nd: Eamonn from Gaelscoil na
gCloch Liath
• 3rd: Millie from Gaelscoil na
gCloch Liath

The prize for first place was a

€100 voucher for either Art and
Hobby Greystones or Hopkins
Toymaster in Wicklow Town, with
second and third places receiving a
€50 and a €30 voucher respective-
ly.

In addition to the individual
prizes, every school that entered
the competition was entered into a
draw for a special School Prize of
an iPad or a €500 voucher for
assisted IT equipment for the
school. Greystones Community

National School was the lucky win-
ner of this prize and will be taking
delivery of a new iPad.

Codling Wind Park said it would
like to thank everyone who took
part in the competition, as well as
Lisa-Anne Crookes of Wind
Energy Ireland, who had the chal-
lenging task of judging the entries
and selecting the winners.

To find out more about the
Codling Wind Park project  please
visit www.codlingwindpark.ie.

Over 100 creative entries were received for Codling Wind Park's first renewable energy-
focused art competition, which was launched in June to coincide with Global Wind Day.

The winners of the Codling Wind Park Art Competition pictured
in Greystones with Liz Dillon, Community Liaison Officer for the
project. From left: Vanessa, Millie, Sophie, Robyn, Eamonn, Abbey
and Liz Dillon.



BATHROOMS • STOVES • HEATING • RENEWABLE ENERGY

Our showrooms in Wicklow, Wexford,
and Leitrim boast an extensive range
of bathroom fixtures and accessories
as well as a comprehensive range 
of stoves. All of our products are 
selected for their quality, reliability,
and for their capacity to improve 
your home. Unit 8 

Charvey Lane Industrial Estate,
Charvey Lane, Rathnew 

Tel: 0404 20088.
www.skc.ie   Email: info@skc.ie

Open: Mon - to Fri: 7:30am - 5pm
Sat: 9am - 1pm.
FREE PARKING / FREE DELIVERY SERVICE
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Deirdre Ryan, Director of Origin Green and Sustainable Assurance with Bord Bia, and Tara
McCarthy, CEO of Bord Bia, pictured prior to the awards ceremony

Wicklow firm awarded Gold
Standard for Sustainability

Wicklow firm Janet's Country Fayre has been awarded Origin Green Gold Membership
following extensive auditing across a range of sustainability initiatives, at a ceremony held
by Bord Bia and Origin Green.

Origin Green introduced Gold
Membership in 2020, recognising
members who are performing at a
high level or excelling in their
sustainability performance.  The
new scheme has driven Irish busi-
nesses to further increase their
focus on sustainability issues.

To attain Origin Green Gold
Membership a company must
demonstrate exceptional annual
performance in areas such as raw
material sourcing; water and
energy efficiency; waste reduc-
tion; packaging; and social sus-
tainability. This year's Origin
Green Gold Members excelled
most in the areas of energy, pack-
aging and community engage-
ment.

Deirdre Ryan, Director of
Origin Green and Sustainable
Assurance with Bord Bia, com-
mented: "It gives me great plea-
sure to announce that one busi-
ness from county Wicklow has
achieved Gold Member status this
year. This achievement reflects
that hard work of their team.  As
we look to address the urgency of
climate change and the need for
sustainable development, it is
excellent to see companies like
this, showing leadership.” 

At the event, Origin Green
launched their Progress Update
Report 2021, which demonstrated
progress on a range of 
sustainability actions. 

The Progress Update Report
presents an overview of the latest
developments within the Origin
Green programme and highlights
the significant and ongoing
efforts of its members to impact
positively on greener ways of
farming and the adoption of more
sustainable food production
methods.

Key highlights from the 2021
Progress Update Report include:
• Sustainable beef and lamb
assurance scheme (SBLAS)
members recorded a 6.3% aver-
age reduction in CO2 per unit of
beef
• Sustainable dairy assurance
scheme (SDAS) members record-

ed a 6% average reduction in
CO2 per unit of milk
• A subset of 400 SDAS members
have decreased their average car-
bon footprint over three consecu-
tive cycles of audits by 18%
• Manufacturing members of the
programme have set a total of
2,779 sustainability targets and
established 13,600 sustainability
initiatives since the programme
launched nine years ago
• In retail and foodservice, Origin
Green's 10 verified members rep-
resent circa 75% of the Irish retail
market and have set a total of 165
sustainability targets across the
areas of sustainable sourcing,
operations, health and nutrition
and social sustainability.
• )The scale and scope of the
Origin Green programme contin-
ues to produce important results,
with 290,000 carbon footprints
calculated to date at farm level
and over 53,000 farm audits car-
ried out remotely since last year
due to Covid-19. To date this
year, over 21,000 farmer feed-
back reports have been distribut-
ed to SBLAS and SDAS mem-
bers to inform them of their
farm's specific carbon footprint,
and provide targeted and practical
guidance to farmers on how to
manage their inputs in a more
environmentally efficient way. 

Speaking at the event, Tara
McCarthy CEO of Bord Bia, said:
"Bord Bia is delighted to share
the important results and industry
leading achievements outlined in
the Origin Green Progress Update
Report 2021, as proof and
progress continue to be trade-
marks of our world-class, nation-
al sustainability programme. This
evidence of environmental
improvements compiled from our
members, and verified by interna-
tional auditors Mabbett, high-
lights that the programme's vast
scale across the Irish food and
drink industry are what makes
Origin Green unique and effec-
tive.

"Our recent Global
Sustainability Survey of over

11,000 consumers and 125 trade
buyers across 13 key markets
demonstrated, not only the
increasing importance of sustain-
ability, but also the growing
importance of evidence and data
to back up sustainability. Our
members are responding to this,
by setting and achieving mean-
ingful sustainability goals in their
businesses. Origin Green will
continue to evolve and adapt to
best support our members to
drive positive and lasting change
across the supply chain."

Minister for Agriculture, Food
and the Marine, Charlie
McConalogue said that sustain-
ability is at the centre of Food
Vision 2030, the new ten-year
strategy for the Irish agri-food
sector. "The commitments in the
strategy are substantial, and have
the potential to be transformative.
Food Vision 2030 charts a way
forward for all of us in the agri-
food sector to deliver on its key
ambition - for Ireland to become
‘A World Leader in Sustainable
Food Systems’. The requirement
to deliver continuous improve-
ment and proof of environmental
sustainabili ty comes from a
powerful combination of chang-
ing societal  and consumer
demands; and the requirements
of major trade customers for
Irish food and drink. Of direct
relevance is the strategy's goal
to strengthen and invest  in
Origin Green and other sustain-
ability supports to reflect the
higher level of ambition for the
agri-food sector.

"I believe that this strategy
sets the agri-food sector on a
new and challenging pathway,
but one which also comes with
great opportunity."

Since its inception in 2012,
Origin Green has grown to col-
laborate with 55,000 farms and
over 300 leading Irish food and
drink companies to prove and
improve their  sustainabili ty
practices to meet the evolving
needs of global customers and
consumers. 

Five national youth organisations
launch Youth Climate Justice Challenge

The Youth Climate
Justice Challenge is
aimed at encouraging and
empowering young peo-
ple to take on local action
projects on Climate
Justice and will include: a
series of workshops, a
week of Youth Action on
Climate Justice, the
development of resource
materials and a Youth
Climate Survey to garner
young people's opinions
more broadly on climate
justice and environmental
issues including barriers
and opportunities for
young people's engage-
ment. The project will
also be hosting an event
for COP26.

In 2020, 22,780 people
were impacted by the
Youth Climate Justice
Challenge and over 380
people joined the week of
action.

"Taking part in the
Climate Justice Challenge
has really opened our
eyes to environmental
issues that occur daily in
our society. It made us
realise that our planet is
special, and we must do
everything we possibly
can to keep it safe'' - Girls
Brigades participant
2020.

National Director of
ECO-UNESCO, Elaine
Nevin, said: “We are
delighted to be once again
leading the Youth Climate
Justice Challenge. This is
the second year of the
project and this year we
are working in collabora-
tion with our partners;

Irish Girl Guides, No
Name Club, Gaisce and
Young Irish Filmmakers.
Climate change is one of
our most pressing envi-
ronmental issues and we
know that the effects of
climate change are not
felt equally by all.  At
ECO-UNESCO we edu-
cate, inspire, and empow-
er young people to take
action on environmental
and sustainability issues
of concern to them; this
project helps raise aware-
ness of climate justice in
young people, provides
them with the skills and
supports they need to take
action and with opportu-
nities to liaise with policy
makers.”

CEO of No Name
Club, Stephen Plunkett,
said: "It's been a great
experience for all
involved as No Name
Club worked in partner-
ship with ECO-UNESCO
developing a better and
brighter future while
learning lessons from the

past. Everyone has had a
really great time and we
are all very excited as we
gear up to go again with
this year's project".

CEO of Irish Girls
Guides, Claire Barkey
said: "We are delighted to
be part of this consortium
again, giving our mem-
bers opportunities to
voice their opinions on
such a worthy topic and
one that many of our
members are very pas-
sionate about!  We look
forward to seeing the fan-
tastic projects that come
as a result of this Climate
Justice programme and
we thank DCEDIY for
their funding to enable
this piece of work."

Gaisce - The
President's Award CEO ,
Yvonne McKenna said:
"Climate justice, and the
quest for equitable stew-
ardship of the world's
resources is not only an
urgent conversation for
all  of us, but one that
needs more attention than

ever. Gaisce is delighted
to be playing our part in
supporting the Youth
Climate Justice
Challenge led by ECO-
UNESCO.  

"The Youth Climate
Justice Challenge will
enable young people to
actively get involved,
develop their knowledge
and skills, and take action
while also completing a
challenge area of their
Gaisce Award. 

"This partnership is
aligned with our Gaisce
Glas initiative which
encourages Gaisce partic-
ipants to make a differ-
ence in their communities
as well as wider society
as engaged and informed
global citizens.

"Gaisce - The
President 's Award is
proud to deliver the
Youth Climate Justice
Challenge alongside part-
ners ECO-UNESCO, the
Irish Girl Guides, Young
Irish Filmmakers and the
No Name Club."

A consortium of five youth organisations, led by ECO-UNESCO, Ireland's environmental 
education and youth organisation is  launching the second #YouthClimate
JusticeChallenge, with partners Gaisce The President Award, The No Name Club, Irish
Girls Guides & Young Irish Film Makers.

'Marine environment in
peril due to court ruling' 

BirdWatch Ireland are deeply concerned by the immediate negative impacts that will result
from the lifting of the ban on large trawlers (>18m) inside Ireland's inshore waters, also
known at the 6 nautical mile zone.  

Fintan Kelly, Policy Officer with BirdWatch Ireland,
said "It is of serious concern that 2019 sprat catches
increased significantly relative to 2016-2018, to
13,000 t (worth approximately €3.5 million).
Anecdotal evidence from inshore fishermen and
anglers around the coast suggest that landings in 2020
may again be an increase on 2019 levels putting signif-
icant pressure on the marine environment".

BirdWatch Ireland say “According to the scientific
advice ‘when the precautionary approach is applied,
catches should be no more than 2,800 t in each of the
years 2020 and 2021’.  This advised catch limit is
much lower than the average catch of 7,000 t reported
for Irish vessels between 2017 - 2019 or the 13,000t
caught in 2019.  We now fear that overfishing of sprat
will again occur this winter because of this ruling.

“European sprat is critically important species, link-
ing plankton and top predators including seabirds and
marine mammals. Overfishing sprat is therefore a sig-
nificant risk to the health of commercial fish stocks
which poses socio-economic implications for the fish-
ing industry. This is especially relevant when consider-
ing that three out of the five herring stocks that Irish
fisher's exploit have collapsed and have zero catch
advice for 2021. 

“The ongoing overfishing of sprat by large pelagic
trawlers also poses a direct risk to the sustainability of
commercial fish stocks through the capture of juvenile
fish species like herring as bycatch in the sprat fishery.
We do not believe that the current measures in place
are sufficient to protect juvenile fish stocks and their

nursery grounds from the indiscriminate activity of
large pelagic trawlers.

“Sprat is also an important prey item for other
marine species such as seabirds and cetaceans.
BirdWatch Ireland's research shows that sprat is an
important prey species for 12 out of the 23 regularly
occurring breeding seabirds in Irish waters . Many of
these species are Amber-listed birds of conservation
concern in Ireland. The Irish Common Gull population
as an example has decreased by -25% over the long-
term.

“Overfishing sprat is also a threat to the Whale
species that pass through Irish waters during the sum-
mer months and which rely heavily on Sprat. The diet
of Fin Whales in Irish waters is comprised of 50%
young sprat and herring. Humpback whales are even
more reliant on sprat and herring in Irish waters as
these fish make up 70% of their diet. The ongoing
overfishing of sprat also poses a serious risk to the sus-
tainability of commercial fish stocks directly through
the bycatch of juvenile fish species like herring and
indirectly through the important role of sprat as a prey
species.”

Kelly continued "It is therefore critically important
both from an environmental and a socio-economic per-
spective that Minister McConalogue takes urgent
action to reinstate the ban on large trawlers in Ireland's
six nautical mile zone.  In this context we again call on
the Minister to make good on the governments
promise to ban large trawlers from Irelands inshore
waters."
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Winners of this year’s Young Environmentalist Awards, Loreto Bray
students Aoife Blount, Erica Brierton, and Katrina Smyth, are pictured
launching the next awards. They are encouraginbg others to follow in
their footsteps and apply. For more information or to apply, go to
www.YEA.ie. Pic: Leon Farrell  

Two Wicklow schools taking
part in Super Troopers 

programme
Laya healthcare has released

the findings of a national research
study examining the overall health
and wellbeing of children aged 9 -
12 in Ireland. 

The study explores the status of
the physical, nutritional, and men-
tal health of children and
'tweenagers' and aims to highlight
the areas where parents and fami-
lies are most in need of support
and information. 

The results were revealed as
laya healthcare launched Laya
Super Troopers TV, the newest
element in the established Super
Troopers health homework pro-
gramme. The 28-part series aims
to provide families and children
with fun activities and advice on
how to promote a healthier
lifestyle for all the family.

The series, which features stars
such as Johnny Sexton, Anna

Geary and Karl Henry alongside
well-known personalities, sports-
people and health and wellness
experts, focuses on nutrition, phys-
ical activity, and mental wellbeing.
Hosted by child presenters MJ
Kearin (12), Daniel Shields (14)
and Juliet McKenna (12), the Laya
Super Troopers TV episodes are
available to everyone and feature
an array of fun activities, advice,
and lots of challenges for children,
parents and teachers to do them-
selves.

Endorsed by Healthy Ireland,
the Laya Super Troopers pro-
gramme has benefitted more than
one million children since its
launch six years ago and 600
schools will take part in the pro-
gramme this academic year. As
Ireland's first health homework
initiative Laya Super Troopers
encourages children and families

to integrate achievable yet impact-
ful activities into their daily lives. 

The results of the nationally
representative study reveal the
reality of the mental health and
wellbeing of the children of the
nation. Of the parents surveyed,
68% claim that their child experi-
ences anxiety and can go through
periods of low mood, with 4%
describing their child is very anx-
ious and in need of reinforcement.

This situation for families has
been further compounded by
COVID-19 as 40% of parents
report that pandemic has had a
negative impact on their child's
mental health and 57% of parents
claim that their child gets upset
more easily now than they did
before its onset.

The importance of physical
exercise and the positive impact it
has on their child's mental health is
widely recognised by parents, with
87% saying that their child is
noticeably happier after taking part
in physical activity.

Despite this, the study findings
reveal that more than half (58%)
of children aged between 9 - 12
are not getting the recommended
one hour of daily physical activity.
This represents a steep decline in
activity levels amongst children of
the same age group from 2018
when 51% of children were get-
ting more than an hour of activity
per day.

The parents surveyed recog-
nised that nutrition and diet
remains an area with an unmet
need for parents in terms of sup-
port and information, as 47% of
parents claim that their children
have access to too many unhealthy
food options, and one third of par-
ents saying that they would like to
teach their children to cook but do
not have the tools or information
to know where to begin.

Families all across the country
can get involved by going to laya-
supertroopers.ie to access the free
Laya Super Troopers TV series or
to register their schools.

Students sought for An Post's new
Brain Busters schools programme

Students must successfully complete a series of numeracy and
literacy challenges to secure the opportunity to represent their
school at the An Post Brain Busters National Final in April 2022.  

An Post Brain Busters takes a new, 'gamification' approach to lit-
eracy and numeracy, inspired by the format and excitement of
'Escape Room' challenges. The concept, tasks and materials have
been developed by teachers in collaboration with mathematician Dr
Finn MacLeod, scientist Niamh Shaw and author Oisín McGann. 

Speaking about the programme Niamh Shaw said, "An Post
Brain Busters is designed to encourage curiosity and gives school

goers the opportunity to put their problem-solving skills to the test.
As children return to the classroom after so much disruption, col-
laborative, enjoyable activities which develop interest and instil
pride in numeracy and literacy are key to the development of their
academic interests and of Ireland's impressive STEAM talent
pipeline."   

The An Post Brain Busters national final will see 20 teams of
three students compete for the title of Primary and Post-Primary
champions. The event will immerse students in an intriguing,
unfolding, interactive story in which they participate as key charac-
ters testing their literacy and numeracy skills against the clock.
Being crowned the An Post Brain Busters champions means win-
ning a prize of €1000 for your school along with a weekend break
for the teacher of the top team! 

Full details of the An Post Brain Busters Challenge are available
at anpost.com/Brain-busters 

Students spanning Primary (5th and 6th class) and
Secondary (up to Junior Cert) schools are invited to enter
the inaugural, national An Post Brain Busters programme
announced by Dr Niamh Shaw, award winning communi-
cator, writer and explorer of space activities. 

IT Carlow ranked in five top 
performing universities in Ireland

U-Mult i rank is  the
largest and most inclu-
sive global university
ranking, highlighting the
diversity in higher edu-
cation around the world.
Now in its eighth edi-
tion, it compares univer-
sity performance across
teaching and learning,
research,  knowledge
transfer,  international
orientation and regional
engagement.

Inst i tute  of
Technology Carlow's is
ranked in the top five
alongside Dublin City
University and Trinity
College Dublin.

In i ts  2021 edi t ion,
Institute of Technology
Carlow received nine
top A grades from U-
Multirank - up four from
last year. The A grades
were awarded for :
Bachelor  graduat ion

rate; graduating on time
(bachelors); interdisci-
plinary publications; co-
publications with indus-
trial partners; publica-
tions cited in patents;
international academic
staff; bachelor graduates
working in the region;
master graduates work-
ing in  the region.
Institute of Technology
Carlow also received an
A grade for the gender
balance indicator.

President of Institute
of Technology Carlow,
Dr Patr ic ia  Mulcahy
welcomed the report 's
findings.

"This is a significant
internat ional  vote  of
confidence for Institute
of Technology Carlow
and a great endorsement
of the incredible work
undertaken across our
campuses -  f rom the

introduction of new pro-
grammes of study to our
international  research
and publications, from
faci l i t ies  to  gender
equality and graduation
rates. It is heartening,
for this institute and for
the region, as we enter a
new era  and take our
next steps towards uni-
versity designation in
2022", said Dr Mulcahy.

Commenting on the
rankings released today,
Vice President  for
Academic Affairs David
Denieffe  commented,
"Today's rankings are a
great affirmation of our
hard work over the last
few years. 

“We are  grateful  to
our dedicated students,
faculty, staff and collab-
orat ive par tners  who
have helped to bring us
to this point." 

Institute of Technology Carlow has been
ranked in the five top performing universities
in Ireland, according to an international
ranking of higher education institutions. 

Adult Education at Greystones
Community College 

Free Adult Education Courses at Greystones Community College
will soon commence. 

Applications are still accepted for the following courses, to begin in late
September 2021: 
1. Get connected using ICT
2. Study skills support/Family learning
3. English as an additional language
4. Art/Drawing/Ceramics

If you are interested in partaking in an Adult Basic Education course at
Greystones Community College, please contact gcc@kwetb.ie. 

Greystones Community College has a vision to not only provide an
excellent education for our students but to also offer additional education
and training courses to our wider school community as we develop as a
leading educational provider. 

In this regard, the school is delighted to team up with Bray Adult
Learning Centre to offer exciting free adult education courses at
Greystones Community College. 

These courses are for those who wish to return to education, brush up
on basic skills such as reading, writing, maths and IT or up-skill or re-skill
for work. 

The courses will enable participants to gain confidence and work
towards a recognised certificate as well as developing the language skills
needed to live, work and study in Ireland (ESOL). Attendance at these
courses is part-time and is usually 2 hours a week for 6-8 weeks. 

Classes will take place in Greystones Community College in the morn-
ings/afternoons. All classes are free-of-charge. Participants are allowed to
work at their own pace in small groups to develop skills and confidence.
One to one support is also provided.

LorETo
Secondary School,
Vevay rd., Bray.

Tel: (01) 2867481        Email: info@loretobray.com

Enrolment into
First Year for 2022/23

Our Admissions Policy & Annual Admissions 
Notice are available on 
www.loretobray.com

From October 1st 2021, applications will be 
accepted for entry to 1st year in Sept 2022.

For full details including our Admissions policy,
Admissions notice and FAQs, please go to

Admissions on www.loretobray.com

St. Andrew's National School in Bray and Kiltegan
National School are taking part in Laya Healthcare's
Super Troopers programme.  
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Coming up at Mermaid
Arts Centre... 

Framing the Theatre of Life
By Laurence O’Toole, Signal Arts Centre, 

running from now until October 10th
This is a new collection

of works by international
artist Laurence O’Toole,
where he teases out his
narrative based concepts,
into a visual format, a
modern 2-dimensional
play. 

Here he is using his
home town of Bray, where
he was born and grew up,
to be the stage set. Taking
images and memories,
experiences and old pho-
tographs to construct a
vignette of thoughts and
ideas, all brought together
by the changing narrative
of his town and county.

Each piece will be
accompanied by its own
written narrative, not to
explain the piece, but to
engage and include the
viewer in the piece.

He has parcelled these
in elaborate painted
frames on linen, adding to
the theatre set that is this
life, where all of life’s
great plays are inevitably
acted out.

What Happens Mind
Over Matter or

Matter Over Mind 

Friday 8 October - 6 November
11am - 4pm Monday - Saturday

Admission Free

Mermaid is delighted to present the debut
solo exhibition of work by emerging artist
Daniel Kennedy.

Kennedy (b.1990) lives and works in Glasthule,
working primarily in the medium of acrylic on canvas.
Throughout Daniel’s work he explores the human con-
dition, searching for and portraying the complexity of
the human experience.

Daniel is drawn over and over to the human face
and its boundless expressions, returning again and
again to the features, where with expressive skill and
immense sensitivity he explores multifaceted notions
of the self, intuitively displaying gentle and subtle nar-
ratives of autonomy, pain, loss, joy, happiness and
gratification.

The Bright Side
(Cert: 16)

Monday 11 October | 8pm |
€9/7  | Duration: 99 minutes

Kate, a jaded stand-up comedian enjoys relative
success on the local circuit. Every night she runs
through her cynical, self-deprecating set, concluding
with backstage beers and gambling with her equally
jaded male colleagues. 

But when an unexpected cancer diagnosis requires
her to undergo treatment, Kate encounters a diverse
group of women, all at different stages of treatment
and recovery.

Anna Newell Theatre
Adventures Presents:

Shimmer
Monday 18 & Saturday 23

October  |  10:30am, 12pm &
2pm | €10 (Includes Baby &

Parent/Guardian) 

Full of silver, light and wonder, Shimmer is a
unique, dream-like dance show for audiences of babies
and their adults.

Shimmer invites its audiences into an immersive
reflective space created by Katie Davenport animated
by a twinkling original score by David Goodall, gentle
choreography by Hayley Earlam that responds to its
individual tiny audience members and stunning
wraparound video art by Conan McIvor.

Age Suitability: 3-12 Months. Duration: 25 Mins

Barnstorm Theatre
Company Presents
Alice & The Wolf

Friday 22 October | 7pm

Alice spends virtually all her time in Wolf Wood.
You know, the world’s deepest, darkest online game.
Why not? Her dad isn’t around, her mother’s gone to
Canada to meet a lumberjack and her best friend’s
dumped her for a YouTube star.

But what happens when the people you meet online
come looking for you in real life? Who can you trust,
and who is the Big Bad Wolf? This re-telling of the
Little Red Riding Hood story is a digital fairy tale
that's deliciously funny and full of dangerously dark
twists.

Age Suitability: 9+ Years. Duration: 65 Mins

Classical Music at The Courthouse Arts Centre 
Saturday 9th October 8.30pm

Due to unforeseen circumstances Anais Gaudemard has had to withdraw from her tour with
Mairead Hickey. Music Network has announced that they have arranged for French harpist
Agnes Clement to replace her. Multiple prize winner and principal harpist of La Monnaie
Symphony Orchestra since 2013, Agnes has recorded two critically acclaimed solo harp albums
and performed across the world. 
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LauraLynn nurses Jennifer Lopez from Rathnew and Caroline Corrigan from Dunlavin joined
Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly to celebrate the service’s 10th birthday and expansion 
into Cork 

Harris thanks West Wicklow commuters
for feedback on N81

Minister Simon Harris TD has thanked West Wicklow residents for their responses to his
campaign on the upgrade of the N81.

Minister Harris said: "I would like to thank all the residents and commuters who have completed my sur-
vey on the N81. I have received a wide variety of observations and requests, from junction safety improve-
ments to how public transport provision can be improved.

"The N81 has the capacity to be a new type of national route, one that combines motorist safety with sus-
tainable transport supporting public transport, cycling and safe pedestrian facilities and crossings in our towns
and villages." 

Minister Harris continued "The survey is still open for submissions and responses and I would very much
welcome your feedback. The upgrade of the N81 in West Wicklow is a key priority for me. Details of how
you can make a submission are here or please go to my facebook page." 

Call for Acquired Brain Injury Case
Management resource in all counties

This would involve recruiting an additional 7.5
Acquired Brain Injury (ABI) regional Case Managers
to work with people and families helping them to bet-
ter navigate a rehabilitation pathway from hospital to
home.

Acquired Brain Injury Ireland (ABII) said the work
of a dedicated Case Manager reduces the burden of
care on families, helps to maximise the person's inde-
pendence and reduces unnecessary and expensive stays
in nursing homes and hospitals.

A cost analysis in the North East on the country,

which is one of few regions with a dedicated Case
Manager for ABI, found annual savings of €3.5m to
the health system due to less admission and greater
discharge.

Acquired Brain Injury Ireland CEO Barbara
O'Connell said: "There are massive gaps in rehabilita-
tion services for people with an ABI. One vital service
to help transition from hospital to home, is the over-
sight and coordination of a dedicated Case Manager.

"In our Pre-budget Submission 2022 we are seeking
an annual investment of €510,000 to provide a basic
brain injury Case Management service in all areas.
This supports the HSE's Implementation Plan for
Neuro-rehabilitation Strategy 2019-2021, which is
committed to in the current Programme for
Government," she said.

An allocation of €510,000 to resource a Case
Management service for Acquired Brain
Injury in all counties - has been called for in
Budget 2022.

'Our young people are in
a mental health crisis' 

Blessington counsellor and psychotherapist Mandy Downes says we may be at a crisis point
for young people in terms of their mental health. Mandy, a former teacher, says that the 
family unit is critically important and should be the first port of call for our children.

Covid has exacerbated
the situation, Mandy tells
Wicklow Times ,  as
screen t ime has more
than tripled for some stu-
dents due to classes
going online. 

Mandy  has been inun-
dated by parents and car-
ers looking for support
and advise for their chil-
dren, teenagers and in
many cases their adult
children, from 18yrs
plus. 

“I had one call  last
month from a parent with
real concerns about the
mental   health of her
26yr old adult  child.
Parents are frightened,”
say Mandy. 

"For years the focus
has been on the physical
wellbeing of our children
and teenagers; their diet,
how to lower their sugar
and fat intake, how to
camouflage fruit  and
vegetables so they eat
enough to reach the five-
a-day target as recom-
mended by the World
Health Organisation
(WHO)," says Mandy.
"Exercise is  another
thing, making sure they
do lots of sports.  The
internet is full of infor-
mation, advice, guide-
lines and visuals about
how our child should
look and appear on the
outside. We are all famil-
iar with the social media
images where the perfect
body, perfect hair, the
perfect life is rolled out
at  nauseating levels,
helping to create self-
doubt, self-loathing, low
self-esteem among our
young people. 

"We need to ask the
question, how are our
children on the inside?
Are we existing in a
world of external control,
where outside validation
is of far greater impor-
tance than genuine hap-
piness and mental well-
being? I receive numer-

ous calls from
parents/carers genuinely
worried and asking for
help for their children,
telling me that their child
is lonely, anxious, a wor-
rier, has no friends, is
being bullied, over eat-
ing, not eating, self-
harming, stressed over
school work, friends,
exams the list goes on
and on. When I ask the
question what they do for
fun, I am without excep-
tion told, they are in their
room on their phones,
ipads, tablets or comput-
ers. To which I ask, are
they having fun, can you
hear them laughing? It is
usually at this point the
parent/carer gets upset,
the line goes quiet. This
is the point when I am
told, 'they never laugh
anymore; they moan,
they grunt, they eye-roll,
they shout, they ignore
but never laugh'. 

"Parents and carers are
genuinely worried, fear-
ful for the future of their
children. Children and
teenagers are spending
hours every day on
devices, and while this is
nothing new, as the
adults in the room we are
not controlling it at safe
levels.  Who hasn' t
bought their  children
paint sets or play-dough
and set out very clear
rules about when, where
and how long they can
use it, yet the rules for
devices goes out the door
the first sign of a strug-
gle or tantrum? Current
guidance from the WHO
suggests no screen time
at all for under twos, no
more than one hour a day
of screen time for ages 2-
5, one and a half hours
for 5-8-year-olds and two
hours a day for older
children and teenagers. 

“The adverse effects
on our children and
teenagers of over-expo-
sure to screens is widely

publicised yet it contin-
ues to be ignored, some-
times ignoring the guide-
lines is easier, picking
your battles. 

"We are all well aware
of the battle that ensues
when trying to remove a
device from a child or
disconnecting the inter-
net from teenagers. So,
what do we do? If only I
could answer that to the
satisfaction of every par-
ent/carer and their little
darlings and hormonal
teenagers, wouldn't life
be great. But what I do
know from talking to
parents/carers, children,
teenagers and young
adults is  that  anxiety,
stress, isolation and lone-
liness is a real part of
their life and they are
struggling to cope with
it. 

"We know children
crave attention. We know
parents and carers are
less in control of their
children as they might
like to be, phones and
other devices in some
cases are replacing quali-
ty family t ime while
underage drinking, drug
use,  underage sexual
activity,  bullying and
being bullied, self-harm-
ing are all on the rise. So,
what can we do? 

"While there is no one
answer, communication,
observation, compassion
and firm but fair bound-
aries will go a long way
in supporting children,
teenagers and the family
as a whole. Taking time
to sit down with children
and listening to them to
understand what they are
saying, what they are
going through is
paramount for the devel-
opment of happy, healthy
children. The family din-
ner with everyone at the
table at the same time
talking to each other is a
dying tradition. When we
do manage to get some

or all  of the family
together most people
would say that at least
one person has their
phone at the table, at best
i t  is  partial  at tention.
Watching how they inter-
act, treat and speak to
and about others, their
siblings, peers, adults,
will give us an insight
into how they are feeling
and thinking about them-
selves; Children need to
be told that they are
loved, that they matter. A
loving, caring environ-
ment creates an environ-
ment of trust, when chil-
dren feel safe, they do
better, they feel better,
they think better. 

"Children do a lot bet-
ter in an environment
where firm but fair
rules/agreements/bound-
aries are in place. 

“Quality family time
is essential and boundary
setting is paramount if
we the adults are to nur-
ture, guide and educate
our children to become
healthy, happy, kind,
responsible human
beings.  This needs to
start  in the home and
from birth. Fifteen min-
utes a day of quali ty
interaction with your
child can improve their
mental  and emotional
health. One of the most
common things children
tell me in my counselling
room is that 'no one ever
listens/ed to me'. 

"Children do better
when they feel safe and
know someone cares
about them. Boundaries,
house rules/agreements
whatever words you want
to use; this is not the role
of teachers, youth lead-
ers, the communities, the
guards, etc. Their role is
a supporting one, to build
on family values.  We
need now, more than
ever, to get it right before
it is too late. Our young
people are in crisis." 

‘Greater community management of Brain Injury would reduce
admission to nursing homes’

Be the first to try new cosmetic products & skincare routines…
Join our group of panellists and Get paid to use our products! 

Simply log onto our website and fill out our online application form

www.Ori-Derm.ie
01-2735454           info@ori-derm.ie

Ori-Derm is currently looking for Men & Women aged 18-75 to participate in our 
product performance studies.

Ori-Derm is part of Oriflame Research & Development LTD located in Bray, Co. Wicklow.

“Would you like to be one of the first to
trial and give feedback on Cosmetics?

Oriflame is a Swedish Cosmetics and Personal Care company committed to creating high performance 
products that are inspired by nature and proven by science.
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For details of our amazing deals please call 01 286 9111

LOCAL BUSINESS
Reach the MOST people for the LEAST money with Wicklow Times

If you need to reach
NEW CUSTOMERS, call us:

01 286 9111

National Women’s
Enterprise Day open for
Wicklow entrepreneurs 

Female entrepreneurs and budding businesswomen from across Co. Wicklow are being encouraged to look to the
future and register for this year’s National Women’s Enterprise Day (NWED) after the line up for the event was
announced. The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) initiative, now in its 15th year, will be hosted by broadcaster Aine
Kerr. This national event went online in 2020 due to restrictions and will take place fully online again this year.

Deborah Brock, CEO and co-founder of Nua Fertility Ltd
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one-to-one advice clinics
for any business issues.

New figures released by
the Local Enterprise
Offices, who are funded by
the Government of Ireland
and supported by
Enterprise Ireland and the
Local Authorities, have
shown that the number of
women engaging in
entrepreneurship and busi-
ness supports continues to
rise. In 2020 over 47,000
women engaged in training
and upskilling with their
Local Enterprise Office.
This was a huge jump on

2019 as 23,466 female
entrepreneurs took part in
training that year.

Vibeke Delahunt, Head
of Enterprise at the Local
Enterprise Office Wicklow
said; “National Women’s
Enterprise Day has always
been a day of celebration
of the very best in female
entrepreneurship and high-
lighting the strength of that
community. 

“This year is no differ-
ent, but we are very much
looking forward to see
how we can help female
entrepreneurs in Co.
Wicklow sustain and
develop their businesses
and ideas going into the
future. 

“Everyone who regis-
ters and attends on the day
will not only spend it with
a fantastic community of
female entrepreneurs and
experts from around the
country, but they will learn
how to build their business
or business idea for the
future.”

Other participants on
the day include Gerry
Duffy who will be con-
ducting an energizing ses-
sion, Jenny Melia and
Sheelagh Daly from
Enterprise Ireland 

on Internationalisation and
New Markets, Entrep-
reneurs Academy’s Noel
Davidson on creating con-
nections, Designer Aoife
McNamara on starting a
business and a host of 
others covering all sorts 
of topics from finance to

trading online.
Those looking to attend

National Women’s Enter-
prise Day can find more
information and register for
free at www.nwed.ie and
join the conversation
online using the hashtag
#NWED.

The free event, titled
“Build the Future”, takes
place online on Thursday
7th October and will 
feature some of Ireland’s
best known female
entrepreneurs including the
likes of Aimee Connolly of
Sculpted by Aimee, Rachel
Doyle of The Arboretum
and Sharon Keegan of
Peachy Lean, who was
recently supported on
Dragon’s Den UK.

This year, Co.
Wicklow’s Ambassador for
NWED, known as our
‘Leading Light’ is Deborah
Brock, CEO and co-
founder of Nua Fertility
Ltd., a pioneering Irish fer-
tility health company.
Headquartered in Delgany,
Nua Fertility has devel-
oped premium fertility
supplements, with a micro-
biome focus, that are
designed to support the
nutritional needs of men
and women when trying to
conceive.

The day’s programme
will cover topics on how to
build the future of a busi-
ness such as, how to get
started, internationalisa-
tion, finding new markets,
trading effectively online,
sustainability and innova-
tion. This will be coupled
with breakout rooms for
networking and a host of

• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 
• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600

Justin Foley seeks planning
permission for the construction
of (1) a 33sqm extension to
side of existing house, with a
10sqm mezzanine level, to be
used as a playroom, with a
veranda to front of house and
(2) a pergola to rear of house,
at 15 Druids Avenue, Druids
Glen Golf Resort, Woodstock,
New t ownmoun t k enned y,  
Co. Wicklow. The planning 
application may be inspected
or purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy at the offices
of Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow 
during its public opening 
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to the
application may be made to
the authority in writing on 
payment of the prescribed fee
within the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of the
application

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

Luke 11:5-13 GOSPEL 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'Suppose one of you has a friend
and goes to him in the middle of the night to say, 'My friend,
lend me three loaves, because a friend of mine  on his travels
has just arrived at my house and I have nothing to offer him';
and the man answers from inside the house, 'Do not bother me.
The door is bolted now, and my children and I are in bed; I
cannot get up and give it you.'  I tell you, if the man does not
get up and give it him for friendship's sake, persistence will be
enough to make him get up and give his friend all he wants.
'So, I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For
the one who asks always receives; the one who searches
always finds; the one who knocks will always have the door
opened to him.  What father among you would hand his son a
stone when he asked for bread? Or hand him a snake instead
of a fish? Or hand him a scorpion if he asked for an egg?  If
you then, who are evil, know how to give your children what
is good, how much more will the heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!' 

C.J.

THE
MIRACULOUS

PRAYER 

Dear Heart of Jesus in the

past I have asked for many

favours. This time I ask

you this very special one.

(Mention request) Take it,

dear Heart of Jesus and

place it within your broken

Heart where your Father

sees it. Then, in his merci-

ful eyes it will become

your favour not mine.  St

Anthony and St Jude,

helper of the hopeless, aid

me in my distress. Amen.

Say this prayer for three

days. Promise publication

and favour will be granted.

Never known to fail.

Thank You.                  

E.M.

THE
MIRACULOUS

PRAYER 

Dear Heart of Jesus in the

past I have asked for many

favours. This time I ask

you this very special one.

(Mention request) Take it,

dear Heart of Jesus and

place it within your broken

Heart where your Father

sees it. Then, in his 

merciful eyes it will

become your favour not

mine.  St Anthony and St

Jude, helper of the 

hopeless, aid me in my 

distress. Amen. Say this

prayer for three days.

Promise publication and

favour will be granted.

Never known to fail.

Thank You.                  M.D.
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Wicklow families
challenged to tackle
e-waste hoarding

Electrical detectives Lily Hughes, Rían O’Reilly, Ruby Collins, and WEEE Ireland CEO, Leo
Donovan, are following leads to discover and recycle end-of-life items. WEEE Ireland’s Follow Your
Lead campaign is challenging families all over Ireland to find and recycle five end-of-life electrical
items in a bid to address a sharp rise in consumption over the past year. 

Families in Wicklow are being challenged to find and recycle five end-of-life electrical items in
a bid to improve our recycling performance, after consumption soared in the last year.

The country’s largest e-
waste recycling scheme,
WEEE Ireland, is urging
Wicklow residents to
become e-detectives for
the month of October and
follow electrical leads
around their homes to
identify devices that are
beyond repair.

Smartphones are set to
be high on the hitlist – EU
data shows they are the
most unused and hoarded
electrical items lying
around Irish homes.

The ‘Follow Your Lead’
campaign aims to increase
the supply of waste electri-
cal recycling to local
authority sites and retailer
collection points to meet
Ireland’s rising recycling
targets. 

A surge in lockdown
spring cleaning saw 1,255
tonnes of electrical waste
collected in Wicklow by
the country’s largest recy-
cling scheme in 2020,
despite Covid-19 and trav-
el restrictions.

8.8kg of e-waste was
recycled per person in
county Wicklow last year –
falling short of both the
2019 collection rate of
8.9kg, and the 2020
national average – 10.9kg
per person.

To encourage recycling
in the county, WEEE
Ireland are urging families
to utilise the free recycling
facilities available in
Arklow Recycling Centre,
Avoca Recycling Centre,
Bray Recycling Centre,
Rampere Recycling Centre
in Baltinglass, and The
Murrough Recycling
Centre, Wicklow Town.

Irish homes contain an
average of 15 to 20 electri-
cal items which are broken
or unused, according to
WEEE Ireland.

And new EU data indi-
cates that each person is
responsible for an average
of 5kg of hoarded electri-
cal waste – meaning 15-
20kg of old and broken
appliances are waiting to
be recycled from most
households.

“When you add it up,
5kg equates to a kettle, a
laptop that won’t power
up, a smartphone beyond
repair, an unplayable small
gaming device and that
kitchen blender in the back
of the cupboard that hasn’t
worked for years,” said
WEEE Ireland CEO, Leo
Donovan.

“To mark international
e-waste day in October, we
are challenging families to

find at least five items and
free up these valuable
resources for use again in
manufacturing, saving on
the environmental impacts
of raw material extraction.

“Being more resource
efficient with e-waste
though recycling is a sim-
ple yet sustainable way to
support a more circular
economy in Ireland.

“We are asking people
in Wicklow to follow the
leads and plugs to these
defunct devices sitting in
cupboards, attics, sheds,
under beds and stairs,
because the components
and resources contained
within this equipment
could be put to better use.

"By turning this into a
family challenge, everyone
can have some fun while
taking positive environ-
mental action.”

As a nation, we are con-
suming more electrical
goods than ever before.

Almost 60 million
household electrical appli-
ances, tech devices and
lighting equipment were
placed on the Irish market
in 2020, with annual con-
sumption rising from 15kg

a head in 2016 to 21kg a
head last year.

“As we consume and
buy more electrical appli-
ances and devices, the
recycling targets we must
meet also increases to meet
annual EU WEEE
Directive targets, as it
equates to the percentage
of goods sold,” added Mr
Donovan.

“For all of 2021, we
need to collect 65% by
weight of what goes on the
market.

“If more people recycle
their hoarded devices and
appliances through the
authorised WEEE systems
we will be in a much better
position to meet those tar-
gets and recover this dis-
tinct urban mine of materi-
als rather than sending it to
waste in landfill.”

WEEE and waste bat-
teries contain a large vari-
ety of materials, ranging
from base and precious
metals to plastics, as well
as critical raw materials
(CRMs).

See weeeireland.ie for a
map of free recycling
drop-off points for WEEE
beyond repair or reuse.

TELESALES EXECUTIVES

WANTED
Please send C.V. to:
Shay Fitzmaurice
First Floor, The Boulevard,
Quinsborough Road, Bray.
Co. Wicklow. A98 R6D7.
Email: shay@localtimes.ie

WE DELIVER!
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Better because WE DELIVER!

Ideally, we are seeking candidates with previous experience of sales.
Candidates should be hard working, conscientious and have the
ability to work well in a team environment. An attractive salary,
together with a rewarding commission structure is on offer.

Carpet Tile/Carpet/Vinyl

INSTALLER
REQUIRED
Contact Frank:
0872348104



Free parking. Free recycling of your replaced bed/mattress
Bray Retail Park, Southern Cross Road., Bray, Co. Wicklow. Mon-Sat: 10am - 6pm

P: (01) 281 3338   www.flanagankerins.ie

GREAT SOFA SCRAPPAGE 
SCHEME IS NOW ON!

THE

Up to €100 allowed for your replaced suite!

GREAT SOFA SCRAPPAGE 
SCHEME IS NOW ON!

THE
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