
Wicklow is set to be cemented as Ireland's film capital as
Greystones Media Campus Limited has submitted a
planning application for a new state-of-the-art film/TV
studio and media campus on an 18-hectare IDA Ireland
site at Killincarrig in Greystones, which has been lying
idle for over 30 years.  

The proposed facility
will seek to build upon
the existing Dublin-
Wicklow film and screen
cluster, the leading eco-
nomic cluster of its type
in the country. It will also
work to consolidate
Wicklow's position as the
traditional heart of televi-
sion and film production
in Ireland.

The planning applica-
tion proposes 14 studios,
offices and ancillary pro-
duction buildings in a
landscaped setting - more
than doubling the avail-
able stage capacity avail-
able to film, TV and

media crews in Ireland.
Subject to planning, and
once fully operational, the
18-hectare site is the first
step in a process which
hopes to deliver up to
1,200 new jobs in the
film, media and broad-
casting sectors. The
development could also in
turn lead to, in the region
of up to 300 full-time
positions in other sectors
of the Irish economy
through knock-on
impacts. A further 580
jobs could be created dur-
ing the construction
phase.

Welcoming the news,

the new Cathaoirleach of
Greystones Municipal
District, Cllr Derek
Mitchell, said "This is
very welcome as there are
few jobs in Greystones
and we can't all commute.
The site has been waiting
for 35 years to find a use.
I hope this comes about.
There are to be four
entrances, 722 car spaces
and 276 bike spaces. The
area fronting Mill Road is
to be for higher quality
buildings not more than
three stories high."

Cathaoirleach of
Wicklow County Council,
Cllr Pat Kennedy, said

"This will copper fasten
Wicklow's reputation as
the home of film and TV
production in Ireland. We
have so many talented
film professionals living
in Wicklow while we
have a superb range of
locations and pride our-
selves on being Ireland's
most film friendly coun-
ty".

Cllr Tom Fortune,
speaking to Wicklow
Times, welcomed the
news as the result of the
efforts of numerous town
councils and Municipal
District Councils who had
fought "tooth and nail"
over the last three decades
to get the site developed.
He said that Wicklow
would now have a 'film
cluster' that could make it
the "film centre of the
country". 

"This is fantastic news
for Greystones Municipal
District. It has been a long
time coming. This site has
been discussed around the

district council table for
over 30 years and at last
something is landing. A
lot of local councillors
both past and present are
delighted. A massive
thanks to everyone who
made this happen. It is
important now that this
project is facilitated to
completion."  

Jennifer Whitmore TD
and Cllr Jodie Neary said
the news is "hugely
encouraging". Speaking
on the development
Deputy Whitmore said "I
have raised the potential
of this site with the
Council and various high-
tech stakeholders since I
became involved in poli-
tics. While the finer
details of the planning
permission still need to be
teased out, I'm glad that
after all this time there
seems to be some interest
in developing the IDA
site. We are so lucky to
have a vital piece of IDA
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Sophie Hughes back at training with the Arklow Rocks camogie team, who resumed training last week
for the first time since March.  

continued on  p 6

Limited E.C.C.E places for Sept still available

Charlesland Park, Charlesland
Nursery, Orahova Montessori,

Shoreline, Greystones
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LLiimmiitteedd  AAvvaaiillaabbiilliittyy

• Babies • Toddlers • Montessori 
• Breakfast & Afterschool Club 
• Large Enclosed Gardens 
• TUSLA Approved & Insured 
• Trained & Caring Staff
Contact Rita Byrne: 
01 287 0719 / 086 864 4145
Email:  info@charleslandmontessori.com

We can’t wait to welcome you all back!
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Alannah Donoghue with Rachael and Fiona Tracey enjoying the recent sunshine in Knockananna

Pictured are Ersen Yetis, Molly McNulty and Ella McNulty helping to launch the Tour De County
fundraising campaign in support of CMRF Crumlin and the Temple Street Foundation. Clock up 
miracle miles on your bike this July and August and raise much-needed funds for sick 
children in CHI at Crumlin and Temple Street. Visit www.templestreet.ie or www.cmrf.org to
find out more and get involved. 

Contacts:
Shay Fitzmaurice, Managing Editor - shay@localtimes.ie

Ian Colgan, News Editor - ian@localtimes.ie
General enquiries - info@localtimes.ie
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Public asked to continue
to 'share the sunshine'

for Wicklow Hospice 
Together for Hospice, the National Hospice Movement, would like to thank the public for
their support and generosity on the 30th anniversary of Hospice Sunflower Days. The virtual
fundraising drive was well supported nationwide but raised on average 85% less than the 
traditional annual event. 

The public are being
invited to continue to
'share the sunshine', with
www.togetherforhospice.i
e open for donations, big
or small, which will go
directly to your chosen
local hospice. 

Hospice Sunflower
Days aims to raise much
needed funds for hospices
and specialist palliative
home care services across
the country enabling them
to continue to provide per-
son centred, holistic and
loving care to patients and

their loved ones. 
Funds raised through

the campaign are used to
directly support hospices
and specialist palliative
home care services allow-
ing them to purchase new
equipment, support front-
line posts, upgrade current
facilities and continue to
provide their vital service. 

Sinead Tarmey,
Wicklow Hospice com-
mented, "We would like to
take this opportunity to
thank the public for all
their support on our 30th

annual Hospice Sunflower
Days. Hospice Sunflowers
Days is our flagship
national on street collec-
tion during the year and
the cancellation of our on-
street collection was a
major loss for Wicklow
Hospice. We are calling on
the public to continue to
support us via
www.togetherforhospice.i
e and make a real differ-
ence to their local hospice.
It is vital that people know
that every cent raised
locally, stays locally". 

To share the sunshine,
please visit www.togeth-
erforhospice.ie to make 
a donation to your 
local hospice service.
Alternatively, you can
make a donation by tex-
ting 'SUN' to 50300 to
donate €4 to support
local hospice groups
across Ireland. Texts cost
€4. Hospice Sunflower
Days will receive a mini-
mum of €3.60. Service
Provider: LIKECHARI-
TY. Helpline: 076 680
5278. 

Online sports quiz 
Wicklow sports buffs are invited to take
part in a challenge to be crowned Ireland's
Biggest Sports Fan in an online quiz with
questions set by the  best-known names in
Irish sport including soccer legend Paul
McGrath, golfer Padraig Harrington and
horse-trainer Joseph O'Brien.

The sporting heroes are amongst a number of
top stars who have designed questions for the
Ultimate Sports Quiz in aid of humanitarian aid
agency, GOAL. The online quiz will be hosted by
author and GOAL Ambassador, Paul Howard, bet-
ter known as Ross O'Carroll-Kelly and the winner
will be crowned Ireland's Biggest Sports Fan. 

People are invited to test their sporting knowl-
edge and register for the virtual quiz which will
raise funds for GOAL's COVID-19 response in 14

countries around the world. The quiz takes place
on Thursday 9th  July at 6:30pm. The entrance fee
is €10 with all proceeds going towards GOAL's
efforts to help the most vulnerable communities.

The format for the night is simple. Each quiz
round will be designed by a different sports star,
with scores registered on a live leader board. The 
winner will be crowned Irelands Biggest Sports
Fan and the top three will each receive a Fitbit
Charge 4.

Quiz host Paul Howard said: "This quiz is an
excellent opportunity for Wicklow sports buffs to
test their knowledge while we await the return of
live sport. And who better to set the questions than
our sporting heroes who know their sport better
than most, and who have made such a huge contri-
bution on the sporting field. Participants can regis-
ter at www.goalglobal.org/sports-quiz/ 

Brockagh Resource Centre
now open

The Centre is now open and will operate dur-
ing Monday to Friday 9-5pm opening at the
weekend for different group bookings.

“We look forward to welcoming al l  our
friends, clients, groups and volunteers back to the
centre. As a community centre, every precaution
to prevent the spread of Covid 19 when reopen-
ing will be implemented. 

“Some of these include, but not limited to:
Single Entry and Exit System, collection outside
the back door of children from classes, hand 
sanitisation, check in reception.  Your safety is
our priority and we can assure you that all recom-
mended social distancing protocols will be in
place.

“Our Sustainable Community Gardening
Course will run the last two classes on the 6th
and 13th July. Please email or phone if you have
any suggestion on what you would like to see
happening in the centre or any ideas for upcom-
ing classes.

“We are at  present  putt ing our Autumn
Brochure together which will be available in the
lobby and at
www.brockaghresourcecentre/events, www.face-
book.com/brockaghresourcecentre. Please contact
facilitators of the different activities for informa-
tion on their opening days. Check out the regular
classes and activities we offer on www.brock-
aghresourcecentre.ie/events.” 

Glendalough Country
Market & Car Boot Sales
Traders and customers will be welcomed back

for the next Glendalough Country Market &
Car Boot Sale on 12th July Sun, open from
10am to 4pm. Bargains on practically anything
from household items to garden additions, and
even vintage or antique treasures. Encouraging
local and non-local producers of plants, veg-
etables, crafts etc,. Vans must be booked in.
Important Notice - because of the new social
distancing trader spaces are more limited, as a
result when you book payment must be made
to secure place as a trader, this applies to out-
door and indoor spaces. Contact the Brockagh
Centre on 0404-45600, email brockaghcar-
boot@gmail for bookings.

The Road to Roundwood 
The Road to Roundwood 5K Run & Walk

will take place on Saturday July 25th, at Vartry
Resevoir. Funds raised will go towards sup-
porting a refugee family fleeing conflict to
relocate to Co. Wicklow. Individuals or groups
of up to six friends and family will be going
every 10 mins from 6am to 10pm.  Suggested
entry fee is €20 per adult, €30 per family. To
register, text Lorraie on 089 457 6602 with
names, ages,  and desired slot.  Donate at
www.roadtoroundwood.ie 

Thank you from Avoca
Recycling Centre 

“Avoca Recycling Centre wishes to thank
all the people who donate their unwanted
clothes to us throughout the year.  

“We also wish to thank Wicklow County
Council who facilitate the clothes collection.
Many local charities benefit from the funds
raised from the clothes bank including
Rathdrum Cancer Support, Wicklow Hospice,
Avoca Senior Citizens and Avoca National
School who are raising funds for a new play-
ing pitch.  

“We sincerely thank the general public and
ask that you continue to bring along your
unwanted clothes in support of the Avoca
clothes bank.  All charities who benefit from
this are very grateful to Myles and his staff for
all their hard work.” 

Newcastle Tidy Towns
resume weekly clean-ups 
Newcastle Tidy Towns have resumed their

weekly clean-ups around the village. Join them
on Monday evenings at 7:30pm in the Castle
Inn car park. Although the tidy towns competi-
tion isn’t taking place this year they still want
to keep the village as tidy as possible. Don’t
forget to bring your own gloves!

Tel: 286 5057 Fax: 201 4335 www.acmeblinds.com
email: bray@acmeblinds.com 

*12 Month Guarantee on ALL Blinds* 

BRAY
Vevay Rd, Bray

• Free Fitting
• Free Measuring 

Service 
• Free In Home 

Advice & Design 
Service 

• No Obligation 
Quote
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Jack and Garda Kevin Fitzgerald are pictured at the Wicklow stage of the Rescue Organisation
Ireland’s fundraising charity walk from Dublin, through Kildare, Laois, Carlow, Kilkenny,
Wexford and Wicklow. Funds raised will go to Alone and Pieta House. See idonate.ie 

'COALITION
MUST MEET THE

CHALLENGES
AHEAD'

"The new FF-FG-Green Government has two Cabinet Ministers from Co.Wicklow. I congratulate
them both. This is an opportunity for Stephen Donnelly and Simon Harris as well as Steven
Matthews, the other Government T.D. to deliver on promises they made before and since the 
election," declared Independent councillor and former TD, Joe Behan last week.  

Cllr Joe Behan 

"The health and hous-
ing crises are becoming
greater with each passing
day. The early comments
from the Ministers for
Health and Housing were
worryingly vague and
non-committal about
issues such as housing
supply and waiting lists.

"In fact, Minster
Donnelly indicated that
20% of hospital bed
capacity will be left idle
for the foreseeable future
in case of a Covid resur-
gence. This will
inevitably lead to longer
waiting lists for opera-
tions such as knee and
hip surgeries as well as
countless other proce-
dures and will particular-
ly hurt many older people
from our county. This is
the time to begin plan-
ning for a new acute hos-
pital on the east coast of

Ireland, based in County
Wicklow. Existing hospi-
tals serving our people
cannot cope with the
number of patients in its
catchment area and the
Minister should show
some vision by support-
ing the location of a new
hospital on the east coast.

"Minster Harris was
rightly praised for his
handling of Covid-19. He
now has an opportunity to
shape the provision of
Third and Fourth Level
education for the future. I
suggest he begin by ele-
vating the status of Bray
Institute of Further
Education to a Third
Level Institute with all
the resources it needs to
continue and expand its
excellent provision to
post Leaving Cert stu-
dents from Co.Wicklow
and beyond. The Minister

should also expand the
provision of Third Level
courses at other potential
Higher Education
Institutes across the 
county.

"I suspect that in set-
ting up a new Dept of
Higher Education, that
this Government might
have an agenda to intro-
duce third level tuition

fees and I call on
Minister Harris to specifi-
cally state that this will
not happen.

"Generally, I believe
that this Government,
with its huge majority,
will attempt to impose a
new austerity plan on the
people in the next few
years. I am particularly
concerned that there will
be massive increases in
property tax in the future
to pay the Covid bills and
it would be helpful if the
three Government TDs
assured us that there are
no plans to raise this tax
in the years ahead.

"Many other issues
will arise over the next
few years and I believe it
is essential that we hold
this Coalition
Government to account
every single day of their
term of office.”

CAB search businesses
and residences

The Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) 
conducted a search operation last Tuesday, 30th
June, as part of an ongoing intelligence led
operation targeting foreign nationals (believed
to be Chinese) involved in the laundering of the
proceeds of crime, accumulated by Irish-based
organised crime groups.

The operation took place in the Dublin
Metropolitan Region and the Wicklow Division. A
total of 13 sites were searched which comprised of
five business premises and eight residential addresses
resulting in the seizure of funds totalling €1,035,093. 

Cash totalling €733.499 was seized. A further

€301,594 funds were frozen in Irish bank accounts. In
addition 4 cars were seized along with other high
value items.

Seven people were arrested for money laundering
offences contrary to Section 7 of the Criminal Justice
Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing Act, 2010
and are currently detained at Garda Stations across the
Dublin Metropolitan Region.

The operation was conducted by the Criminal
Assets Bureau, supported by the Emergency Response
Unit (ERU) and Regional Armed Support Units, and
assisted by the Garda National Immigration Bureau
(GNIB), the Garda National Economic Crime Bureau
(GNECB), Garda National Protective Services Bureau
(GNPSB) and local District Detective Units. 

This operation marks a significant development in
the Criminal Assets Bureau's ongoing investigation
into a criminal network involved in the laundering of
funds for a number of national and international organ-
ised crime groups. 

Office workers in Wicklow among least
equipped for working from home

Wicklow is among the top five counties where office workers are least equipped to work from
home, according to a recent survey carried out by Censuswide on behalf of Open Sky, the digi-
tal transformation specialist for government organisations and large private enterprises.

The survey found that almost a quarter (22%) of Irish office workers don't have the necessary tools
(including laptop, sufficient internet speeds and secure connection to work systems) to effectively work from
home. The counties that are best equipped with the necessary tools for remote working are Monaghan,
Roscommon, Tipperary, Wexford and Sligo. In terms of the age group that were keenest to work from home
during the current coronavirus outbreak, the 35-44 category came out on top (93%). The over 55s were the
least keen to do so (57%). Furthermore, the survey revealed that more than half (54%) of citizens would pre-
fer to do non-emergency appointments with a doctor online rather than in-person. Some 28% said this was to
avoid infections. The most popular reason was to save time. 
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Pictured at the launch of Newtownmountkennedy’s new heritage map, are (back left); Deirdre
Burns, Heritage Oficer, Wicklow County Council, (back right) Anna Kalinina, Secretary,
Newtownmountkennedy & District  TidyTowns, (Middle row from Left): Grace Garde, Wicklow
Heritage in Schools Rep, Ann Glynn, Designer; (Front row from Left): Heather Kavanagh, School
project participant, Siobhan O’Hanlon, Chairperson, Newtownmountkennedy & District
TidyTowns, Kate Kavanagh, School project participant, and Therese Hicks,
Newtownmountkennedy & District Tidy Towns.

New heritage map for Newtown
Newtownmountkennedy & District Tidy Towns recently launched the
Newtownmountkennedy Map & Heritage Guide. Easily portable and full of interesting
information about the history and folklore of Newtown and the surrounding area, it can
be picked up now free of charge at the Post Office and Eugene's Grocery Store. 

The heritage map is the result of a collaborative
project made possible by funding from Creative
Ireland and The Heritage Council's Heritage in
Schools Scheme initiated by the
Newtownmountkennedy Primary School. It was 1
of only 10 projects to be selected out of 70 nation-
wide. 

Two local 5th class students researched the topics
for two months in 2018. They read old stories with
help from their teachers and the
Newtownmountkennedy & District Tidy Towns,
using the School Folklore Collection of Dúchas.

The design/layout and publication of the map
was done by local designer Ann Glynn. Further his-
torical detail was researched by Peter McCormick
and Therese Hicks. Newtownmountkennedy and
District Tidy Towns funded the design/layout and
the first print run has been funded by Wicklow
County Council in June 2020.

Newtown Tidy Tows encourage everyone in the
community to pick one up, send one to their loved
ones abroad as a gift. The map is a great learning
resource for those interested in the history and folk-
lore of the Newtown area.

Peter raises
€20,000 for Open
Door Day Centre

Peter Lawlor from Kilmacanogue has raised an amazing €20,000 for Open Door Day Centre
in Bray, the activity centre for adults with physical and sensory disabilities. Since May, Peter
has been doing regular walks and increasing his distance, raising vital funds for Open Door
where he attends.

Peter, 48, has been a
regular attendee at Open
Door since 1991, going
twice a week to enjoy the
activities. Peter, who suf-
fers from the complex
genetic disorder Prader-
Willi Syndrome (PWS),
credits the physiotherapy
at Open Door with helping
with his physical health. 

PWS affects people in
different ways, and in
Peter's case it has meant
his muscles are weak,
resulting in poor balance.
This is what has made his
achievement so impres-
sive. He suffers from back
problems and has had to
have a kneecap replaced.  

Speaking about his
fundraising endeavor,
Peter says "I am cocoon-
ing at home since the out-
set of COVID-19 in
Ireland and my parents are

encouraging me to walk in
order to maintain and
improve muscle tone and
balance and to prevent
muscle wastage. I miss my
friends and my outings so
I decided to do something
new. My family is amazed
at my improvement
through my daily walking
and I decided that I would
like to set up a fundraiser
for Open Door to help
fund the activities when
the Centre re-opens. I am
going to do 6,000 steps
per day. This is a huge
commitment for me and
will take a lot of effort. I
hope that you will sponsor
me or donate to Open
Door to let me know that
you are behind me all the
way." 

Starting out by just
walking very short dis-
tances, Peter is now 

walking an incredible
6,000 steps per day, and is
no longer using his walk-
ing frame to do it. His

fundraising page at
iDonate.ie will remain
open until the end of
August.  

Rudy Montejo, Manager of Open Door Day
Centre, with Peter Lawlor 

Agreement reached
in long-running

fishermen dispute
The long-running issue of lack of access to Greystones harbour for three local fishermen was
resolved last week. 

In a positive outcome for the fish-
ermen, it has been agreed that they
will now be allowed to land at the
South end of the North Pier, bring
their lorry to the end of the Pier to
unload their boats, and tie up their
boats at the North end of the North
Pier.

The situation had been going on
for over a decade, and flared up last
year with protesting at Greystones
Harbour in response to a section of
the harbour being sealed off, pre-
venting the fishermen from doing
their work.

When work on the new harbour
began in 2008, the local fishing
boats were deprived of access to
their moorings, but they say they
were promised that berths would
again be provided to them once the
new harbour opened. 

However, the subsequent harbour
by-laws drafted by Wicklow County
Council officials effectively exclud-
ed fishing boats by preventing them
landing any catch and imposing high
fees. 

The fishermen had been forced to
berth as far away as Dun Laoghaire,
motor to their traditional fishing
grounds off Bray Head and
Greystones to fish, then return to
south Dublin to land the catch,
which they may then have to drive 

by land to Greystones or else-
where to sell.  The fishermen had
asked simply that they be left alone
to do their work, and be provided
with the facilities they were
promished. They had landed their
catch at the harbour in an act of civil
disobedience, and last year a timber
barricade was erected at the entrance
of an access point to the north pier,
preventing them from getting to
their boats and sparking protests.

The Harbour Master's spokesper-
son said at the time that the north
pier was not blocked to keep the
fishermen out, but was closed to
everyone for health and safety rea-
sons because the entrance to it is
across a building site where the har-
bour apartments are being built.  

Independent councillor Tom
Fortune, who last year as
Cathaoirleach of Greystones
Municipal District had fought on the
side of the fishermen, last week
welcomed the positive outcome.

Speaking to Wicklow Times, he
said "I'm delighted for the fisher-
men, this agreement has come from
the accumulation of 13 years of
hard work, and trying to make a
case. It was one of the key issues I
had hoped to resolve during my
term as Cathaoirleach. 

"Over the past 12 months there
have been many meetings with
everyone concerned, and in the last
meeting before the lockdown the
points were finally agreed. Over the
last few weeks there had been fur-
ther talks and in a meeting between
the fishermen and SISK a few days
ago it was finally resolved. It hasn't
been an easy process, it's been nasty
at times, but I'm pleased now that
it's done and dusted. This is great
outcome hard fought for."

Cllr Tom Fortune has 
welcomed the positive 
outcome for the fishermen

Bray Institute 
of Further Education
FREE OF CHARGE
Pre-Apprenticeship Course in IT
September 2020

Interested in starting a career in Ireland’s thriving tech sector?
Why not consider entering via the apprenticeship route for practical
experience and an opportunity to earn while you learn.

This is a great career development opportunity for job seekers who
have become detached from the labour market in an increasingly
knowledge-based economy.

01 2829668
bifeenquiries@wicklowvec.ie

DEGREE, 
DIPLOMA AND
CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAMMES 
FOR 2020 - 2021

www.bife.ie

Apply now on-line at
www.bife.ie



Be
safe
at

BIFE

With our
Blended

Education
Programme
of on-line

and
in-class
courses

Sign up 
on-line for 
one of our

Degree,
Diploma or
Certificate

programmes
today!

01 2829668
bifeenquiries@wicklowvec.ie

BRAY INSTITUTE OF FURTHER EDUCATION

DEGREE, 
DIPLOMA AND
CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAMMES 
FOR 2020 - 2021

Dedicated, Professional, Passionate
- THE SOUTH EAST’S LARGEST COLLEGE OF FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION -

www.bife.ie

ART & DESIGN
Art Portfolio Preparation Course
Art, Craft & Design
Art Practice / Fine Art HNC 
Architectural Design & Technology
Architectural Technology - Advanced HNC
Graphic Design HND 
Fashion Design
Fashion & Textiles HNC 
Garden Design
Furniture Design & Manu. Level 5
Furniture Design & Cabinet M. Level 6
Construction & Joinery
Jewellery Making & design

MUSIC & COMPUTER GAMING
3D Game Design
Games Development 
Music Production HND 
Music Performance HND
Sound Engineering
DJ Techniques & Music Production

SPORT
Sports, Exercise & Fitness Instruction
Personal Trainer, Strength & Conditioning
Soccer & Fitness Instruction
Sports Injury & Soft Tissue Massage Therapy

SOCIAL STUDIES & 
APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY
Early Childhood Care & Education
Supervision in Early Childhood Care & Education
Social Studies & Community Care
Applied Health & Social Care HND
Applied Psychology

BODY THERAPIES & 
HOLISTIC HEALTH
Beauty & Body Therapy
Nail Technician & Salon Administration
Hairdressing Junior Stylist
Hairdressing Senior Stylist
Barbering
Fashion Theatre and Media Make-Up
Holistic & Wellbeing Studies

SCIENCE, ENGINEERING 
& COMPUTING
Animal Care & Management
Animal Care 
Animal Care 
Canine Husbandry
Animal Science Advanced
Companion Animal Science - Start Your Own Business
Equine Studies
Science - Pre University
Dietetics, Nutrition & Food Science
Forensics - Applied Science
Applied Ecology & Biodiversity Studies
Engineering Pre-University
Computer Software Development
Computer Science Level 5
Computer Networks & Cyber Security Level 6
Teacher Training & Education Pre-University
Inclusive Education & Training Through Assistive Technology

BUSINESS
Business Management & Administration
Business Management - Advanced Cert 
Accounting Technician
Business Tourism & Event Management
Legal Administration
IT & Office Administration
Medical Administration
Security Studies
Estate Agency Practice & Auctioneering

ADULT LEAVING CERTIFICATE
Adult Leaving Certificate

NURSING & HEALTH SCIENCES
Nursing / Midwifery Studies
Occupational Therapy Assistant
Pharmacy & Retail Selling
Pharmacy Assistant
Pharmacy Technician

ACTING & DANCE
Acting for Theatre & Film
Acting-Advanced for Stage & Screen
Dance Technique, Performance & Chor. ND
Dance Technique, Performance & Chor. HND

FILM
TV & Film Production 
TV & Film (Moving Image) HND 
Film FX: Special Effects in Film Production

TOURISM & HOSPITALITY
Tourism, Reception & Event Management
Tour Guiding
Restaurant & Bar Management
Professional Cookery 
Professional Cookery Advanced

NEW
NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW
NEW

NEW

NEW
NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW
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Bronwyn Crummy and Erin Byrne were delighted to be back at 
training with the Arklow Rocks camogie team last week. 

Rory P. Benville B.C.L.

Brian Robinson B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

Eilish Bradshaw B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Riverview House
Seapoint Road,
Bray, Co. Wicklow

Personal Injury Lawyers*
Medical Negligence* Catastrophic Injuries*

Workplace Accidents* Road Traffic Accidents*
Trips and Falls*

For professional, confidential and expert legal advice regarding
Personal Injuries suffered, please do not hesitate to contact 

Brian Robinson or Clare-Ann Temple.

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

Tel: 01 276 1330  Fax: 01 276 1336
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie
E-mail: info@benvillrobinson.ie

€62,000 to improve
facilities and amenities

in communities
Nearly €62,000 in funding has been allocated to enhance facilities
in urban and rural communities across Wicklow. 

Minister Harris said "the Community Enhancement Programme (CEP)
provides vital support to community groups in order to help them improve
their facilities.

"It supports small-scale funding for projects which range from purchas-
ing lawnmowers and IT equipment to minor renovations to buildings.
Ultimately the Programme responds to local needs and therefore it also
provides some funding towards larger projects where needed. 

"We depend hugely on these community groups Wicklow and I hope
that this funding will help them to continue the important work that they
carry out within our society. I urge communities throughout Wicklow to
familiarise themselves with the CEP and to apply for funding if they feel
that it can be of local benefit.

"The CEP is administered by Local  Community Development
Committees in Wicklow. Details on how to apply will be available from
each LCDC shortly," Minister Harris concluded.

continued from p 1
infrastructure but sadly it
has been left underdevel-
oped for too long.

"This large tract of land
has the potential to devel-
op local jobs and indus-
tries, stimulating the local
economies of not just
Greystones but Kilcoole
and Newcastle as well.
Now with a potential new
media campus, we could
see more jobs in indus-
tries which are currently
underdeveloped in
Wicklow including in
technology and the cre-
ative sector. I know the
Council have worked very
hard over the last number
of years to attract this type
of industry into the coun-
ty.

"Observing the size of
this project, it's easy to
see the potential impact it
will have on local job cre-
ation and it's something
currently lacking across
Wicklow. Very few IDA
trips have been taken here
in comparison to other
counties, instead we are
dealing with a growing
commuter population
working and spending
their money outside of
Wicklow."

Also speaking on the
news, Cllr Neary said
"creating more local jobs
is essential not only as a
way to develop local
economies but also to
reduce road congestion
and bring about greater
work life balance for peo-
ple in the area. I myself
am aware of the long
commuting times and
how that can affect family
life as well as social cohe-
sion as we spend more
time commuting and less
time enjoying the local
area.

"While we need to look
at the document in finer
detail, I will ensure that
any concerns or issues
constituents have are rep-
resented throughout the
planning permission pro-
cess and that communica-
tion with the local com-
munity is provided at all
times. We need to ensure
that this project can bene-
fit the community to its
fullest potential and that
we do not miss out on any
opportunities for people in
the area.” 

John Brady TD said
"This land has lain unde-
veloped now for many
years. The proposed
development of 14 new
studios along with offices
and production facilities
is a gamechanger for the
TV and Film Industry and
is an important opportuni-
ty to position Wicklow
again firmly as the 
number one hub for the
industry.

Deputy Brady conclud-
ed "Wicklow currently
has two large film studios,
Ardmore and Ashford
Studios, we have a highly
skilled crew that work in

the industry. Wicklow
County Council is also
currently in the process of
developing an enterprise
hub at Wicklow County
Campus in Rathnew,
specifically for the con-
tent creation sector. This
will offer a host of busi-
ness development sup-
ports that will further
strengthen the wonderful
production companies and
start-ups in Wicklow. The
development of a third
film studio is a massive
opportunity for Wicklow
to again become the
national TV and Film hub,
something Wicklow has a
proud tradition of being,
given the National Film
Studios, Ardmore Studios
which was set up here in
Wicklow in 1958."

According to Linda
Healy of the County

Wicklow Film
Commission. “The
Commission is committed
to supporting local,
national and international
filmmakers.  The benefits
of this support are evident
when County Wicklow is
showcased around the
world and the local econ-
omy thrives during the
film making process.  Not
only will this develop-
ment bring jobs to the
screen industry, it will
provide fantastic opportu-
nities for the development
of the as yet, largely
untapped screen tourism
sector."

Welcoming the
announcement, Cllr Gerry
Walsh, Chairman of the
Strategic Policy
Committee (SPC) for
Economic Development
and Enterprise Support,
said that "This is a posi-
tive development for the
Council. As Chair of the
SPC, I and elected mem-
bers and officials had
been engaging with the
IDA to secure an investor
for this site, one that
would add value, generate
employment  and stimu-
late the local economy. 

"We have an excellent
track record in media pro-
duction. Wicklow County
Council has been very
proactive over the years,
when it comes to develop-
ing and nurturing the sec-
tor. We are in the process
of developing a Content

Creation hub at Wicklow
County Campus. This will
consist of a range of pri-
vate and co-working
spaces for the creative
media sector. The Hub
will help to support and
grow start-ups and more
established businesses in
the sector and will act as a
landing space for foreign
direct investment."

When asked about what
the new film studios
might mean for Wicklow's
film industry going for-
ward, Ashford Studios
MD Shelley Hargadon
told Wicklow Times
"We're obviously invested

in the future of the
Wicklow Film Industry
but are not involved in
the recent application
made by Greystones
Media Hub. Our focus is
on the significant current
expansion of Ashford
Studios". 

Under the Greystones-
Delgany and Kilcoole
Local Area Plan 2013-
2019, the Killincarrig site
had previously been pri-
oritised for "the develop-
ment of high-density peo-
ple-based employment".
The proposed Greystones
Media Campus will
address this priority by
contributing to the eco-
nomic development of
Co. Wicklow through the
delivery of high-quality
new job opportunities.

Announcing the agree-
ment, a spokesperson for

GMC said "The
Greystones Media
Campus has the potential
to be an exciting new
chapter in the story of the
Irish film industry and
will lead to a wealth of
new opportunities in the
sector and across
Wicklow. It's been clear
for some time that, while
Wicklow is the only
county in Ireland to have
two large-scale studios,
the existing infrastructure
needs to be supported and
expanded if Irish produc-
tions are to compete
internationally. In addi-
tion, the increasing

demand for content from
global companies such as
Netflix, Amazon and
Disney mean that the pro-
posal for this new facility
is extremely timely.

"Greystones is an ideal
location for this exciting
new project, with good
access to the M11/N11
Dublin-Wexford route,
the M50 and to Dublin
Airport. Greystones also
gives access to a large
and comprehensive range
of screen location sites,
both urban and rural. We
are delighted to be in a
position to submit this
planning application and
progress on this exciting
new development for the
Irish film sector and help
ensure high-quality TV
and film productions con-
tinue to be made in
Ireland."

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION!

Top and above: artists’ digital impression of the proposed Greystones Media Campus.
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Dermot Hickey, Etta Scully, Paul Whelan, and Mark Redmond, members of Wicklow Fire
Service, are pictured taking part in Rescue Organisation Ireland’s fundraising charity walk from
Dublin through Kildare, Laois, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford and Wicklow, to raise funds for Alone
and Peta House. See idonate.ie  

NO LAUGHING
MATTER 

Concerns have been raised about a rise in the use of Nitrous Oxide, better known as 'laughing
gas' or 'Whippets', as a recreational drug in communities around Co. Wicklow. 

Nitrous Oxide is a
colourless gas found in
pressurised metal canis-
ters commonly used in
the medical field and
commercial industry (for
example whipping cream)
which means that it is
legal and very easy to get
your hands on.

Deputy John Brady has
urged new Minister for
Health, Stephen
Donnelly, to immediately
start an awareness pro-
gramme on the dangers of
using nitrous oxide as an
inhalant. Deputy Brady

said "The misuse of
Nitrous Oxide which are
commonly known as sil-
ver bullets has become a
widespread problem since
the outbreak of Covid-19.
There has been a spike in
the number of discarded
canisters of nitrous oxide
in parks and public areas
across Wicklow. 

"In May a fifteen-year-
old youth from Tallaght
sadly died at Our Lady's
Children's Hospital in
Crumlin from what his
parents believe was as a
result of the side effects
of taking the lethal drug.
The Government must do
more to warn people of
the dangers of taking
nitrous oxide. A national
campaign warning of the
dangers of the drug needs
to be launched before
more lives are lost." 

Speaking on the mat-
ter, Sinn Fein councillor
in the Bray Municipal
District Dermot 'Daisy'
O'Brien, said "As Covid-
19 restrictions ease and
people return to socialis-

ing we are receiving
numerous reports of
extensive use of this sub-
stance. I have been told
that you can get a dis-
penser online for under
40 and similarly a pack

of 50 whippets canisters
for 50. My concern is
that people are so excited
about moving out of
Covid restrictions that
laughing gas has become
an easy option for people
looking for a short term
high.

"Many of us are aware
of the occasions where
someone inhales helium
from a balloon to change
their voice for a short
period of time. Laughing
gas is often consumed in
the same way but with
very different effects.
This is not just another
'good fun' outlet for peo-
ple who are socialising."

Speaking on the issue
Cllr Grace McManus said
"When we see a spike in
any recreational drug use,
it is important that we
zoom in and look at the
specific harms of the sub-
stance, raise awareness of
these harms and manage
the fallout. It is also
important to zoom out
and look at why we are
seeing such an increase in
the first place. 

"Covid-19 has had a
profound effect on our
well-being. There is dis-
connection, financial
pressures, fears about the
future, things that we
know can have negative
impacts on our mental

health. This fact is not
inherently bad news; it's
what we do now that
counts. Fostering well-
being through supporting
community groups,
spaces, projects, ensuring
mental health supports
are available, funding
sports clubs etc are pro-
tective factors, and act as
an antidote to the wounds
of covid-19. 

"I think taking this
overall health perspective
on the issue of laughing
gas is vitally important to
reduce the harm, in tan-
dem with promoting spe-
cific awareness about the

dangers of the substance
itself." 

Cllr O'Brien added

"Nitrous Oxide slows
down your brain and
body's responses. It can
cause feelings of eupho-
ria, relaxation and fits of
giggles while also creat-
ing hallucinations, severe
headaches and dizziness.
People have reported
intense feelings of para-
noia and not being able
to think straight. When
people perceive a sub-
stance to be harmless
there is a danger that they
develop an attitude
towards it which ignores
any risks. Misuse of any
substance is risky, mix-
ing one drug with anoth-

er drug is extra risky
such as alcohol and
laughing gas. We want
people to understand
what the risks are and to
be aware that heavy use
of Nitrous Oxide can
cause nerve damage and
increased risk of falling
unconscious or suffocat-
ing. This is not a new
drug but the increase in
its popularity requires
our attention. We believe
that there should be a
directive to place a
health warning on these
products about their non-
medical or industrial
use."

John Brady TD 

Cllr Dermot O’Brien

Cllr Grace McManus 



Tuesday 7th July 2020TimesWICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

8 NEWS

Pictured are Conor, Jill, Kate, and Damien Breen from Bray celebrating Jill’s birthday. Their
photo was taken as part of the ‘Mark Your Day’ photography project. Pic: Deryck Tormey

Recycled:
• Screened Topsoil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Topsoil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com

€80,000 allocated to 50 community
groups during Covid emergency 

Almost €80,000 was distributed by Wicklow County Council to 50 groups who have been
supporting their communities  across the county during the COVID-19 emergency.

Each county in the country received a grant from the Department of rural and Community Development to
assist Community and Voluntary groups involved in the delivery of COVID-19 community response efforts.

Amongst those sharing the grant in Wicklow are: 9 groups providing meals to those in need; 8 sporting
organisations aiding; 9 groups supplying face masks for frontline staff; 5 groups offering technology support;
4 groups providing PPE (Personal Protective Equipment). 

The other groups involved provide a mix of assistance such as transport, financial advice, etc.
Chief Executive of Wicklow County Council, Mr Frank Curran, thanked the Department of Rural and

Community Development for the financial assistance which allowed the Council to recognise the great work
being done by thousands of volunteers throughout the county.

Abortion rate in
Wicklow up by

almost 40 percent 
Since the abolition of the Right to Life from the Constitution in the abortion referendum
removing the 8th Amendment, the Wicklow abortion rate has increased by almost 40%
between 2016 and 2019.

The first report laid
before Dáil Éireann by the
newly appointed Minister
for Health, Fianna Fáil
TD Stephen Donnelly was
the first Annual Abortion
Report (Annual Report on
the Health (Regulation of
Termination of
Pregnancy) Act 2018)
detailing abortions carried
out in the State form the
1st January 2019 to 31st
December 2019, to 
number 6,666 abortions.

During a Dáil debate in
January 2018 on the pro-
posed introduction of
abortion to Ireland the
then Minister for Health

Simon Harris identified
85 women as travelling
from county Wicklow to
Britain for abortions. The
2019 Report states that
138 women gave county
Wicklow addresses when
having abortions, indicat-
ing an increase of 38.41%
in the number of Wicklow
abortions. The British
Department of Health and
Social Care reported that
a further 8 women from
county Wicklow had abor-
tions in Britain in 2019. 

The British Health
Department reported that
in 2018, 2,879 Irish
women gave Irish

addresses when having
abortions in England. The
2019 Report identifies
6,666 abortions as taking
place in this State.  This
represents a national
increase of almost 57%.
The British Department of
Health and Social Care
reported a further 375
abortions by Irish mothers
bringing a total to 7,041
abortions. This represents
10.5% of Irish pregnan-
cies now ending in 
abortion.

Of the Wicklow con-
stituency's national repre-
sentatives, John Brady TD
of Sinn Fein; Jennifer

Whitmore TD of the
Social Democrats;
Minister Simon Harris TD
of Fine Gael; and Minister
Stephen Donnelly TD of
Fianna Fáil supported the
introduction of abortion in
the referendum. Green
Party TD Steven
Matthews also supported
the introduction of abor-
tion. Former Wicklow
TD, now Senator Pat
Casey of Fianna Fáil
opposed the abortion ref-
erendum, lost his Dáil
seat in the February 
general election and was
subsequently elected to
Seanad Éireann. 

Wicklow records 1.5%
rise in electrical waste

recycling in 2019
Wicklow people recorded their highest total
of electrical waste recycling per head of 
population in 2019, a yearly rise of 1.5%, a
new report has revealed.

A new annual high of 8.93 kg of waste electrical
items per person was collected by WEEE Ireland on
behalf of its members in the county in 2019, according
to the organisation's annual report.

Wicklow people recycled a total of 1,271,438 kg of
electrical waste for free at local authority centres,
WEEE Ireland collection days and participating retail-
ers in 2019. 

WEEE Ireland was the second-best performing
recycling scheme in Europe in 2019, with 38,594
tonnes of waste electrical items and the equivalent of
over 44 million used AA portable batteries collected,
its annual report has revealed.

A new national record of 10.89 kg of e-waste was
recycled per head of population last year by WEEE
Ireland, on behalf of over 1,114 members and partners
- a rise of 6.2% on 2018.

And the scheme was one of the few in Europe to
meet a landmark EU environmental Directive target to
recover the equivalent of 65% of the average weight of
all new electrical equipment placed on the market by
its members over the three preceding years.

However, its CEO claims that the country could
struggle to meet the 65% benchmark figure this year if
an expected glut of waste electrical items is not divert-
ed from landfill.

"Households throughout the country have used the
lockdown to carry out extended spring cleaning, and it
is vital that these end of life electrical items do not end
up in landfill, or worse illegally dumped, destroying
the progress that we have made as a nation," said
WEEE Ireland CEO Leo Donovan.

"Now that people are free to travel within their
counties, we are urging consumers to avoid an e-waste
crisis by recycling for free at their local authority recy-
cling centres and participating retailers which have
now reopened.

"2019 was a major target year when we successfully
demonstrated that a structure was in place to  effec-
tively manage e-waste from households. However,
2020 brings a different challenge.

"We are facing a battle to stay on target against an

increase in electrical and electronic products sold over
the past three years and the impact of the Covid-19
lockdown on recycling."

The equivalent of 227,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions
were avoided by diverting e-waste from landfill
through the scheme last year - the equivalent of the
annual carbon consumption of 4,543 hectares of trees.

Over 19 million pieces of e-waste were recovered in
2019 including 3.2 million lamps and lightbulbs,
334,000 large household appliances, 194,000 TVs and
monitors and 122,000 fridges.

The country's largest electrical and battery recycling
scheme also exceeded the EU's 45% target for waste
portable batteries in 2019 by 2%.

"56% of e-waste collected in 2019 came from our
retailer collection points, rising for the fifth year in a
row, with 27% being recovered at local authority
sites," said Mr Donovan.

"Our special events such as free public collections,
and in the workplace and education settings accounted
for 17% of the total, showing that when prompted, the
public will deliver - with almost every county in
Ireland showing an increase on their annual recycling
figures."



9TimesWICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

Tuesday 7th July 2020



Tuesday 7th July 2020TimesWICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

10 FEATURE

Your Local Solicitor - On Your Side

info@hylandsolicitors.ie 0402 32014
www.hylandsolicitors.ie

PADRAIG J.
HYLAND &

CO.
Solicitors and Notaries

7 Wentworth Place, Wicklow
Tel: 0404 67412

Email: info@aclsolicitors.ie
Also at: 18 Bow Street, Smithfield, Dublin 7

www.aclso l ic i tors . ie

ACL is one of Ireland’s leading law firms,
with expertise across a range of practice

areas including property law, wills, 
medical and professional negligence,

employment, corporate and family law.

There are times when legal advice is 
crucial and it is knowing the important

times to call on your solicitor that will
make a difficult or stressful situation, a
much easier one to manage.

Solicitors in Ireland
have a very wide range
of different functions.
A solicitor may give
legal advice about non-
contentious matters,
such as buying a house
or flat or drafting a
will. A solicitor may
act as your agent or
representative in com-
mercial transactions.
Your solicitor may also
give you legal advice
and represent you in
relation to a dispute or
disagreement that you
have with another
party, for example, a
family dispute or a dis-
pute with your
employer or your
neighbour.

A solicitor may give
you legal advice about
taking or defending a
case, if you have been
involved in an acci-
dent, for example, a
road traffic accident or
an accident at work.

If you are involved
in a court case, your
solicitor will manage
the case and represent
you when dealing with
the other party. For
example, your solicitor
will send letters to the
other side on your
behalf. Your solicitor
will file all of the nec-
essary court docu-
ments and contact the
witnesses for the case.

If it is necessary to

involve a barrister in
the case, your solicitor
will “brief” the barris-
ter by sending him/her
all of the necessary
documents and infor-
mation. Your solicitor
may also actually rep-
resent you in court,
although in the High
Court and the Supreme
Court, a barrister will
usually be engaged.

Unlike barristers,
solicitors are allowed
to join together to
form partnerships or
companies and they
are allowed to adver-
tise their services.

The Law Society
sets down rules and
regulations about how
solicitors may conduct
their business. There 
is a Disciplinary
Tribunal, which can
investigate any allega-
tions of misconduct

made against a solici-
tor. In the past, it was
not possible to make a
complaint about a
solicitor or barrister in
Ireland involved in a
family law cases due to
the ‘in camera’ rule.
(The in camera rule
prevented anyone other
than those directly
involved in the family
law case being present
in Court. In addition,
the ‘in camera’ rule
prevented the publica-
tion of any matters dis-
cussed there, including
the outcome of the
case). However, in July
2005 an amendment
was made to Section
40 of the Court and
Civil Liabilities Act
2004 and complaints
about solicitors and
barristers in family law
cases are now admissi-
ble.

Solicitors are profes-
sionally trained to pro-
vide clients with
skilled legal advice
and representation on
all legal matters. The
work of solicitors
varies as widely as the
community they serve.
However, the work of
a solicitor may fall
broadly into one or
more of the following
categories:

Advising private
clients - covering vari-
ous aspects of their
personal and business
lives and including
such matters as marital
problems, consumer
complaints, disputes
with neighbours, plan-
ning inquiries etc.

Business - the business
world of trade and

commerce, companies,
contracts, and banking.
Solicitors advise busi-
ness clients on the
numerous and detailed
provisions of company,
partnership, arbitra-
tion, insolvency, draft-
ing, environmental,
commercial, consumer,
intellectual property
and e-commerce law.

Litigation - initiating
or defending proceed-
ings in the courts or by
reference to arbitration
or settling such claims
or disputes ‘out of
court’.

Conveyancing - the
buying and selling of
property and the
arranging of loans, the
preparation of title
deeds, leases and
countless other legal
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Augustus Cullen 
The offices of Augustus Cullen offices have now reopened,
and they are adhering to all issued recommendations and
guidelines for the safety of their clients and staff. 

"We continue to be fully operational and accessible via the normal
lines of communication. 

"We continue to adhere to all issued recommendations and guide-
lines for the safety of our clients and staff. We remain fully operational
and accessible via the normal lines of communication. 

"As movement restrictions have eased, we can also now facilitate
face to face meetings where necessary, ensuring all appropriate social
distancing, hygiene and public health measures are in place. 

"During recent months, we have all faced a range of challenges; our
team of experts are available to support you, and to assist you with any
legal issues that have arisen for you during this time and into the
future." 

documents. Some
solicitors are expert in
the buying and leasing
of commercial proper-
ties such as factories,
shops and hotels.

Wills, Probate &
Administration of
Estates - advising
on and prepar-
ing wills; plan-
ning for tax
where appro-
priate, the
administra-
tion and dis-
tribution of
funds passing
on death,
whether by
will or other-
wise, or con-
tained in a trust,
and the settlement of
tax liabilities.
Everyone should make
a Will and regularly
review and update
their Will. A solicitor’s

help may also be need-
ed in the case where
individuals have
passed away without
making a

W i l l
which often leads to
disputes between bene-

ficiaries and others.  

Personal Injury Law
-while the introduction
of the Injuries Board

has simplified
this con-

tentious
a r e a

there
a r e

o f t e n
many bene-

fits in having a
Solicitor advise and
represent you in 

pursuing valid claims
for injuries suffered. 

Debt Collection -
unfortunately an area
of Law with a signif-
icant increase in the
volume of  work in
the past  number of
years.   Private and
corporate  c l ient ’s
will need the assis-
tance of a solicitor in
al l  courts  from the
District Court to the
High Court in efforts
to obtain judgements
for money due and in
applying to enforce
those judgments once
obtained.  They will
a lso  require  the  
service of a solicitor
i f  they f ind them-
selves  in  f inancia l
difficulty.

Employment Law -
This is an area of Law
that requires extensive
knowledge and skill to
successfully represent
clients, who are either
employees or employers
in Employment
Tribunals and in the var-
ious courts to include
the High Court and pro-
vide advice on all areas

of Employment law.

Property Law - A
solicitor’s advice is
essential in all property
transactions from buy-
ing and selling property
and land to leasing
lands and commercial
properties and transfer-
ring between family
members.  .

Mediation -  As an
alternative to litiga-
tion, mediation is an
extremely effective
means of  resolving
disputes.  It involves
both par t ies  to  the
dispute  coming
together with the aid
of a trained mediator
and with the aim of
them reaching their

own solutions to the
issues they have.  It
can be a very speedy,
cost effective, lasting
and beneficial  pro-
cess.  In that regard it
is very versatile as it
can be applied to all
types of disputes and
all kinds of different
people  and compa-
nies.  
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Join our team
We are currently recruiting enthusiastic, 
motivated, flexible and reliable people for

Full-time position and CE position

Immediate start pending garda vetting

For full time position Level 8 qualification
desirable but not required.

Experience in childcare setting is required. 
For CE position no qualifications or 

experience required however to be eligible you
must be in receipt of a social welfare payment 

for the last 12 months.

Please email your CV to
jacqui@tinahelyplaygroup.ie

or call Jacqueline Burke on: 0402 28725

3 Large outdoor play areas
Outdoor activities are paramount for our children.

Free ECCE places available
for September 2020

ECCE available to all children turning 3 this year

Contact Riona. T: 0404 61746
E: care@ashvalecreche.ie

Many crèches
reopened last week, with
many of them operating
at 50 per cent capacity. A

further 2,800 centres are
expected to reopen in
September around the
country, if it is financially

Early Childhood Ireland
welcomes the smooth

reopening of Wicklow’s
childcare sector

The smooth reopening of the early years sector has been a testament to childcare providers
and their strong relationships with parents. That's according to Early Childhood Ireland, the
leading organisation in the early years sector, whose members reopened their doors last
Monday for the first time since March.

viable for them to do so.
New health and safety

measures introduced in
response to the threat of

Covid-19 will see crèches
operating in pods to keep
groups separated, parents
making handovers out-
side the crèche buildings,
and an increased empha-
sis on outdoor play wher-
ever possible.

Elaine McQuillan from
StartBright Early
Learning Centres in
Dublin said staff are well
prepared for the day-to-
day changes.

"A couple of our cen-
tres had already intro-
duced greater outdoor
play before Covid-19 so
most of the staff had
already undergone men-
toring and upskilling, and
we've invested in extra
all-weather gear for staff
and children so we can
keep it up whatever the
weather," she said.

"We've been working
closely with the team to
ready the building and
staff for reopening, so
when we opened our
doors this morning it was

great to see families
arriving, waving at each
other as they waited for
their allocated handover

times. There was clearly
a lot of excitement to get
back, the kids were
delighted to see each
other. It all went smooth-
ly, even for those couple
of kids who would usual-
ly be unsettled when their
parents say goodbye."

Ms. McQuillan said
her team is looking ahead
to inducting new children
in the coming months. 

"Everyone who is back
with us today has been
with us before. We have
good relationships with
the parents and have been
in contact with them
throughout the break. For
those new families who
will be starting with us in
the coming months, it's
all a lot more unknown
and we want to ensure
that parents and children
are supported through it
all," she said.

Karen McGovern from
Mother Hubbards in
Dublin and Meath has
taken on extra staff,

short-term, to navigate the
transition and additional
cleaning duties. She said:
"We brought the staff
back in last week and, by
Friday, we almost felt
back to normal, apart
from the handwashing
and social distancing.
We're a close-knit team
and everyone is happy to
be back."

Speaking about fami-
lies arriving on the first
day of re-opening, Ms.

McGovern said: "I think
this morning, it was the
parents who were the
emotional ones, for differ-
ent reasons but, for many,
they've been working
from home and we know
what a huge pressure it
can be to balance every-
thing with little kids at
home. At least now there's
a sense of getting back to
some normality.

"I was on the floor this
morning, assisting and

observing how things
were running. It felt great
to see everyone back,
especially the younger
age groups, two or three
year olds, delighted to see
their teachers again and
coming back into the
classrooms without any
hesitation. It's a testament
to the staff how smoothly
it has all gone."

Commenting on the re-
opening today, Teresa
Heeney, Chief Executive

of Early Childhood
Ireland, said: "The
Government funding
package which offered
staffing, operational and
capital supports has been
critical to ensuring that
childcare providers across
Ireland can reopen safely
and sustainably. 

"We believe the public
health information and the
comprehensive resources
published by the
Department of Children 
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Ashvale Creche
Ashvale Creche say they are delighted to be re-opening their doors.
“We are aware that this is a stressful time for parents as they 
prepare to send their children back into our care. We are taking every
precaution to ensure children safety both physically and mentally. 

“We have 3 spacious outdoor areas that the children can enjoy on a daily basis.
Our children love getting outdoor and dirty. The outdoor areas allow them room
to engage with each other and provides wonderful play opportunities. We are
aware that children need to reconnect with their friends, and we are delighted to
provide a safe space for this to happen in.In Ashvale creche our priority is the
children's well-being. Our staffing team work hard to provide this on a daily
basis. If you are interested in an ECCE place for September, please contact us at
care@ashvalecreche.ie.”

have contributed to
providers having the con-
fidence and the ability to
reopen safely after lock-
down. This, in turn, has
reassured parents.

"That said, it is vital
that the Department of
Children continues to
monitor the reopening
phase to ensure that the
new methods introduced
are sufficient to protect
children and staff. The
Department will also need
to scrutinise the numbers
of children returning, any
consequent funding short-
fall, and the subsequent
impact on sustainability.

This will be vital to safe-
guard the full return of
childcare services which
operate in conjunction
with the traditional school
year from the end of
August, and beyond."

Early Childhood Ireland
welcomed the news that
the position of Minister for
Children has been sus-
tained and congratulated
incoming Minister
Roderic O'Gorman on his
appointment.

Ms. Heeney said: "The
Minister and his Cabinet
colleagues will need to
ensure that the childcare
sector remains a priority,

as has been highlighted in
the agreed Programme for
Government through the
intention to establish a
national agency.

"The Government's
support and cooperation
over the last few months
has been vital to reopening
- and an important
acknowledgement of the
vulnerability of our sector.
We look forward to a con-
tinued strong working
relationship with the
Department and will
ensure that our members'
experiences inform policy
on all issues related to the
sector."

LITTLE HARVARD 
Afterschool Club
Merrymeeting Centre, Rathnew, 
Co. Wicklow
Tel: 0404 70411. 
Open 7.30am - 6.30pm
www.littleharvard.ie
• School going Children
• Drop off & Pick up service to & from local schools
• Healthy Meals provided, Breakfast, Lunch & Hot Dinners
• Afterschool Activities provided - Karate, Playball & Yoga
• Homework Room, Games Room etc
• Large, enclosed outdoor play area: Safe and secure

environment.

* Afterschool Fee remains the same throughout the year, i.e.
during the summer holidays and all school closures

LITTLE HARVARD 
Creche & Montessori
Kirvin Hill, Saunders Lane, 
Rathnew, Co. Wicklow
Tel: 0404 70411. 
Open 7.30am - 6.30pm
www.littleharvard.ie
• 1 year to 5 years
• Aistear method of teaching
• Healthy Meals Provided
• Arts and Crafts• TUSLA / HSE inspected
• Large Outdoor Play Area (Safety Surface)

Excellent
Afterschool

Facilities
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6th class pupils from Barnacleagh National School in Thomastown got together for the first time
since March for their final goodbye on what would have been their graduation day from primary
school 

Mitchell elected new
Greystones Cathaoirleach  
Independent councillor Tom Fortune's term
as Cathaoirleach of Greystones Municipal
District came to a close last week, as he
passed the Cathaoirleach's chain to Cllr
Derek Mitchell (FG). 

Cllr Mitchell said that he was "Honoured and
delighted" to be elected the new Cathaoirleach.
He said "My aims for the year are to: Aid the
recovery of  jobs and business in the area;
Continue progress on: Delgany/Blacklion cycle-
way and road; path to Kilcoole Station; Continue
progress on DART frequency & Park n' Ride
increase, Providing N11 buslanes; Get Electric
Vehicle charging points installed; Get Benefits
and jobs from the Codling Windfarm off our coast
by establishing a connection to it; Complete the
Harbour Project; and Limit the rezoning growth in
new Development Plan until the present massive
growth has been absorbed and facilities provid-
ed." 

Stepping down, Cllr Fortune said that this had
been a "different year" to be Cathaoirleach, and he
passed condolences to all families who have lost
loved ones to Covid-19, and wish all those suffer-
ing from it with a speedy recovery.  

He went on to say "Covid-19 is demanding that
we reflect on how we live our lives and carry out
our daily routines. We are now three months into
the actions we needed to take. It has dominated
everything and made our normal way of life
redundant, we are now focused on the new nor-
mal. 

"While it is frightening in many ways, it has
also given us an opportunity. Thanks to all the

frontline workers across all services for the great
work they have done in very difficult circum-
stances. I also want to record my appreciation to
WCC on all the great work they have done, also to
all the volunteers across our county. The past 100
days have been extremely busy and we have
learned and got comfortable with a new way of
communicating and holding meetings. Thanks to
Michael, Myra, Kay, Ruairi and all the staff for
their support and co-operation during the past
year."

Reflecting on the highlights and achievements
throughout the last year, he named numerous road
improvement works, new footpaths, bus stop
improvement works,  drainage improvement
works, the installation of three drinking water
fountains at strategic points in Greystones, and a
beach access mat and new ramp being installed on
the South Beach in Greystones .

"We were awarded the Blue Flag on the South
Beach which is a great achievement. Greystones
tidy towns were awarded a silver medal in the
national tidy towns awards. A big thanks to the
tidy town's groups in Greystones, Kilcoole,
Delgany and Newcastle for the great work they do
on behalf of their communities.

"It was disappointing that we were not able to
hold the people of the year awards. The awards
are a very important community event, they hon-
our people who have contributed in different ways
to our community.

"We supported a number of activities over the
past year:  Christmas Lights, Kilcoole Music
Festival, Greystones Town Maps, Battle Of The
Bands Competition, Twinning, Tidy Towns in
Greystones, Kilcoole, Delgany and Newcastle,
Greystones 20/20. A big thank you to the hard-
working committee of 2020 who have worked
hard on future suggested plans for Greystones,
also for website offering information to the local
businesses in these difficult times. Covid-19 can-
celled our St Patrick's Day parade in the week
leading up to it.  Due to Covid we sent out grants
such as tidy estates and others by post.

"We honoured the achievements of Commodore
Michael Malone flag officer commander of the
Irish Navy. A local man and former student at St
David's secondary school, we invited the head boy
and head girl to the presentation ceremony. We
held a gala concert in Greystones Rugby club with
the Newtownmountkennedy male voice choir and
male voice choir from Holyhead.

"There are some things that can be done better.
There should be increased delegation of powers to
the district council including budgets. The origi-
nal theory of the district council system should be
fully implemented.  There is a gap in the area of
communication and respect towards the public
representative and this should be resolved imme-
diately. Finally I would like to thank my fellow
councillors and to thank them for their co-opera-
tion and assistance to me during the past year."

New Cathaoirleach of Greystones Derek
Mitchell with outoing Cathaoirleach Tom
Fortune

Brady appointed
spokesperson on
Foreign Affairs
and Defence

Sinn Féin TD John Brady has been appointed Sinn Féin's frontbench spokesperson on
Foreign Affairs and Defence.

Deputy Brady outlined
a number of areas of con-
cern, where he would be
applying particular focus.

"At a time when the
country is beginning to
emerge from restrictions
imposed in order to battle
the Covid-19 pandemic,
we begin the task of
addressing the economic
impact which this has had;
I will be demanding that
this government starts to
up its game in relation to
the Next Generation EU
package of €750 Billion;
a fund of which Ireland is
set to receive only a frac-
tion of one percent.

"There is an absolute
failure to take into
account the scale of chal-
lenges that Ireland contin-
ues to address. Not least
of which is Brexit. We are
currently hurtling down
the road towards the
Brexit deadline at the end
of the year. Whilst negoti-
ations continue between
the EU and the British
government, it is critical
that we ensure the avoid-
ance of an internal border
on the island of Ireland.
One of the key priorities
will be to ensure that the
Irish Protocol and the
Good Friday Agreement
are defended.

"Sinn Féin has commit-
ted to holding a referen-
dum in order to ensure
that the principle of neu-
trality is enshrined in the
Irish Constitution. I intend
to do everything that I
can, to prevent the gov-
ernment from further
eroding Irish neutrality.

"The record of the Irish
Army in the service of the

United Nations is second
to none. The Irish military
has become synonymous
with peace keeping mis-
sions throughout the
World. It is the responsi-
bility of the minister for
Foreign Affairs and
Defence to ensure that our
troops have resources to
carry out this valuable
work. The disgraceful dis-
regard for our armed
forces has to end; I will
ensure that neither the
minister, nor government,
will be unable to hide
from their responsibilities
towards our military 
personnel.  

"At a time when
Ireland enjoys the position
of membership of the UN
Security Council we must
use this position to
enhance our relationship
and commitments to the
UN. We must work to
actively promote UN
reform and capacity-
building in order to create
a revitalised UN which is
capable of fulfilling the
promise of the Charter
and Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, and of
upholding international
law.

"I intend to work with
stakeholders and lobby for
an increased role for
Ireland in addressing
poverty and hunger
through both Irish Aid,
and our influence within
the international commu-
nity. We cannot separate
our concern with interna-
tional Security from the
conditions that produce
the very crisis that create
the security concerns that
beset the world.

"Decades of economic
mismanagement have
fuelled the tragic export of
our youth from these
shores. Sinn Féin is com-
mitted to giving a voice to
the Irish Diaspora. We
have argued, and will con-
tinue to argue and cam-
paign on behalf of the
diaspora.

"Currently, the citizens
of Palestine are living in
fear of the consequences
of the threat of the
impending Israeli annexa-
tion in the West Bank.
Ireland must recognise
the state of Palestine. It
must use its influence in
the UN and in the wider
international community
to argue for sanctions
against Israel in the same
manner that it would so
against the naked aggres-
sion of any other state
which sought to over-
whelm a smaller neigh-
bour through the use of
force."

In closing Brady reiter-
ated his commitment to
hold the Minister and

Government to account in
the Dáil, but wryly added
that he would also be
“watching the perfor-
mances of Fianna Fáil's
Stephen Donnelly and
Fine Gael's Simon Harris
closely to ensure that
Wicklow was not left
behind in the govern-
ment's plans as was the
case under the outgoing
government arrangement
of supply and demand
under the two parties."

Speaking as she
announced Sinn Féin's
new frontbench team last
Thursday, Sinn Féin
President Mary Lou
McDonald TD said: "New
government Ministers
will have to be on their
toes and on top of their
briefs because they will
be matched by a very
energetic, very deter-
mined Sinn Féin leading
the opposition. 

“We will hold the gov-
ernment to account, bring
forward solutions and
continue championing the
change that so many peo-
ple want. I am very proud
of our new frontbench
team and the fact that we
have strong representation
from rural Ireland, as well
as our cities. Sinn Féin
will provide constructive
and critical opposition to
this government. 

“An effective opposi-
tion can achieve change
by engaging constructive-
ly to bring forward solu-
tions and force the gov-
ernment to act. The strong
and competent team that I
lead is committed to
doing this at every oppor-
tunity." 

John Brady TD 

Wicklow District Hospital
will not close, HSE confirms 
The HSE has confirmed that the 20 beds due to reopen in Wicklow District Hospital will
remain open into the future and not close in a post Covid situation.

Speaking after receiving confir-
mation from the HSE, Deputy John
Brady said "I'm delighted that
there is now a commitment that the
20 recently refurbished beds in the
closed Wicklow District Hospital
will remain open into the future.
The HSE have confirmed that the
now closed Hospital will be used
for Frail Older People from mid
and South Wicklow leaving Acute
Care settings.

"I had been informed initially
by the HSE that the reopening of
the 20 beds was for Covid related
activity and there were concerns

that the beds would close again in
a post Covid situation.

"This confirmation about the
long-term use of the hospital
shows that the political decision to
close Wicklow District Hospital 10
years ago was wrong and short-
sighted.

"It's good that the HSE are also
looking at using the hospital for
respite and long-term care support
in the form of a day care centre for
the elderly of Wicklow. This is a
support that was previously on site
but had also closed.

"The confirmation that the

reopening of Wicklow District
Hospital is not a short-term initia-
tive is really important for the peo-
ple of Wicklow. It will also play a
critical role in freeing up acute
care beds in other Hospitals.

"I will continue to work with the
HSE on the reopening of the 20
beds in Wicklow District Hospital
also the day care services. It 's
important that adequate funding is
in place to ensure the day care ser-
vice can resume as quickly as pos-
sible and I call on the Minister for
Health to make sure the necessary
funds are in place." 
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Enjoying the recently opened playground in Roundwood are
Ballinastoe cousins Shay Reid and Sam Fitzmaurice.  

Jigsaw secures
new Bray premises

Jigsaw, a network of programmes across Ireland designed to
make sure every young person has somewhere to turn to and
someone to talk to, has finally secured an appropriate premises in
Bray.

Jigsaw supports young people based on best international practice and is
aligned with A Vision for Change. 

Minister Simon Harris said: "This is a fantastic and vital resource for young
people in North Wicklow. I have visited Jigsaw projects in other locations and I
each time I have been blown away by their success and the level of youth buy-
in.

"Jigsaw will shortly begin recruitment and induction of the staff team
required to support their new Wicklow service. Alongside the clinical, in-ses-
sion work with young people, Jigsaw teams locally will work closely with
schools, community groups, sports clubs and other local services to increase
understanding about youth mental health, and where support is available to
young people.

"This comes at a crucial time given the challenges students and their families
have faced over the last few months due to the lockdown. Mental health 
services such as those provided by Jigsaw are now needed more than ever."

Greystones woman
receives Langton Award
for Community Service

Dr Margaret Kennedy from Greystones has received the Langton Award for Community Service from the Archbishop
of Canturbury for services to victims and survivors of Church-related sexual abuse through founding MACSAS.

Dr Margaret Kennedy with the Right Reverend
and Right Honourable John Santamu,
Archbishop of York in 2014 

The Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Most
Reverend Justin Welby,
recently announced this
year's recipients of
Lambeth Awards for out-
standing contributions to
the Church and wider
society. 

In total 32 awards
were this year given to
people from across the
Church and beyond in
fields including evange-
lism, the Religious life,
safeguarding, ecu-
menism, theology and
interfaith relations. 

The recipients include

people from New
Zealand, Kenya and the
USA, as well as a num-
ber of others in the UK
and Ireland. The awards
are usually presented at a
ceremony at Lambeth
Palace, which this year
has had to be cancelled
due to Covid-19. 

Dr Kennedy founded
Minister And Clergy
Sexual Abuse Survivors
(MACSAS), an organisa-
tion run by survivors for
survivors, amongst
whom she is almost leg-
endary. Margaret set up
MACSAS in the late

1990s following requests
from survivors with
whom Margaret had
worked through Christian
Survivors of Sexual
Abuse (CSSA), which
she had also founded in
1989.

MACSAS continues to
fight for changes in safe-
guarding practice and
improved responses to
survivors of Church-
related abuse across all
Christian denominations.
MACSAS has played a
hugely significant role in
the Church of

England's journey to
offer a professional and
compassionate safeguard-
ing service. MACSAS
offers individual advoca-
cy and support to victims
of abuse, a helpline
staffed by trained volun-
teers, and advice and
assistance to survivors.

MACSAS volunteers
support the Church of
England in other ways,
including cofacilitating
the Survivors' Reference
Panel and sitting on the
National Safeguarding
Panel as survivor repre-
sentatives.

Margaret's contribu-
tion to society goes well
beyond her work with
MACSAS. She cam-
paigns not only against
clergy sexual abuse but
also against disability
inequality and abuse,
inadequate housing pro-
vision for disabled people
and inadequacies in the
Irish Health and Safety
Executive, in spite of the
fact that she has a very

rare neuro-muscular
degenerative disease
(which she shares with
her identical twin sister
Ann), is in constant pain
and uses a wheelchair. A
former nurse and social
worker, she prides herself
on her ability to stir
things up, so that when
she received her PhD she
was also presented with a
symbolic wooden spoon.
As she herself says, "I'm
still  stirring things up
from my wheelchair." 

Dr Kennedy said, "I
am absolutely delighted
to receive this award and
I do so knowing my work
is totally led by those
who suffered long and
without support from
Church or State. As a sur-
vivor of abuse and clergy
sexual abuse myself, I
was determined NOT to
be silent or silenced. I
felt compelled to encour-
age, nurture, and facili-
tate our 'voice(s)' to be
heard. To speak out, to
make Justice when no-
one else would. MAC-
SAS began and took a
key role to enable change
to take place, and still
does. I know this award
goes to all of us and indi-
cates 'hearing' by the
Church of England and
Archbishop of
Canturbury; Marcus
Welby. Thank You. 

"My congratulations
goes to Phil Johnston and
Jo Kind of present day
MACSAS, who also
receive a Lambeth Palace
award today; for all the
hard work they've done

to carry forward my mis-
sion and 'Justice-Making'
vision." 

Margaret is disabled
and supposedly 'retired'
but continues to fight for
Disability Rights, equali-
ty and services in the
Republic of Ireland
where she now resides.
She could be seen pre-
Covid on many occasions
outside the gates of Dail
Eireann protesting about
how disabled people are
treated in Ireland. 

Dr Kennedy says
"Despite all I did for over
30 years in the field of
disability and abuse I
find abuse of disabled
people an on-going perni-
cious issue in Ireland. It's
disheartening to know
disabled people must
struggle for every ser-
vice, every piece of need-
ed equipment (including
Wheelchairs) as if they
are whingers and manip-
ulators. Nothing is pro-
vided graciously to
improve our lives. I hope
in receiving the Langton
Award I might raise fur-
ther the plight of all dis-
abled people in Ireland.
The poor services, lack of
services is not just a
political priorities issue,
it  is an attack on dis-
abled, a disrespect of us,
an inequality no-one
wants to see. We are not
equal in Irish Society. We
are seen as expendable
and 'low hanging fruit'. It
is clear I will die fighting
injustice and calling for
Justice. I will never cease
this mission." 

Tiny kitten is rescued from
ditch near busy road

ISPCA Chief Inspector Conor Dowling
responded to a call from a concerned member
of the public about a cat heard crying in a
ditch near Ballyremon Commons, near
Kilmacanogue recently.

Inspector Dowling investigated the call made to the ISPCA's National Animal
Helpline and located the little kitten shivering in a hedge.

Chief Inspector Dowling said:  "Although the road was noisy with traffic, I
heard a faint cry for help and discovered a very scared and soaked little tabby
kitten. I had to act quickly in case she attempted to run".

The kitten, now named Star, was taken to a foster home for some much need-
ed food and a warm, dry bed.

Conor added: "It is unclear how the kitten came to be in such a perilous posi-
tion, so close to the busy road. There are not a lot of houses in the vicinity and,
enquiries suggest that none of the locals have kittens. Star was no more than
seven weeks old and far too young to be wandering on her own. Huge thanks to
the member of the public who heard her cry for help and called us".

Although Star experienced a traumatic start in his/her young life, she is safe
now in ISPCA care. 

Once a little older, the ISPCA will be appealing for a new loving home if they
have been unable to locate an owner.

All cats and kittens adopted from the ISPCA are fully vaccinated, treated for
parasites, neutered/spayed (when of age), cat-flap and litter-trained. They also
offer six weeks free pet insurance. 

“We ask for an adoption donation of €75 to help us cover some of our veteri-
nary costs. If you would like to support ISPCA Inspectors investigating allega-
tions of cruelty, neglect or abuse to animals and to help towards their rescue and
rehabilitation, please if you can, make a kind donation to support our work.
Please donate now.”  
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Members of the Travelling Swimburys at Greystones Harbour 

The Travelling Swimburys'
Malin 2 Mizen swim 

A Group of likeminded swimmers and friends from County Wicklow (Travelling
Swimburys), will be taking on the impressive challenge of swimming virtually as the crow
flies, from Malin to Mizen head, in aid of Pieta House, The Gavin Glynn Foundation,
Cystic Fibrosis Ireland and Wicklow Cancer Support Group.

The two points are 466 km (290 mi) apart. The team will cumulatively swim the distance throughout the
month of July, swimming out of Wicklow harbour. It will take 13 Swimburys over 30 days to swim. 

The idea came about as a consequence of Covid19 restrictions to sport (swimming) and the absence of
competition. As a result a group of friends and swimmers wanted to do something that was safe and adhered
to all Covid-19 HSE recommendations, impactful and challenging to support charities. 

The swimmers taking part are all friends and members of the 'Travelling Swimburys Open water swim-
mers group. They are all local Wicklow people from all walks of life, with a common interest in open water
swimming. 

"We're taking part in this challenge for charity, which allows us to support a cause that is close to our
hearts. Family members and friends have been affected by a disease or illness, so we wanted to raise money
for charities that not only have meaning to us, but support our cause and know that we're doing our bit to
help. 

"Charities are always in need of more money, so our charity challenge fundraising will hopefully benefit
them and make a difference. Our chosen charities will be happy to explain exactly how your money will
help by showing you how it will be spent and who will benefit from it."

To donate, see www.idonate.ie/travellingswimburyvirtualswim. Every donor will be entered into a raffle
to win exciting prizes, BBQ, Vouchers, Spot Prizes.

Holidays for Heroes:
Fundraising campaign

seeks to reward
healthcare workers

Holidays for Heroes is a fundraising initiative to show appreciation for the doctors, nurses, all 
hospital staff, Garda, firemen,postal workers, GPS and their teams,  lab teams, and all who have
worked tirelessly, and selflessly, during this unprecedented Global pandemic. The fundraising 
initiative has been started by a group of individuals who want to send  these 'heroes' on a short
holiday.

The fundraising initiative has part-
nered with the following properties,
who have generously reduced their
rates to make this possibl: The Slieve
Russell, Cavan; The GlenEagles
Group, Killarney; The Wicklow
Heather Lodge, Glendalough; and
Trooperstown wood lodge,
Glendalough. A GoFundMe cam-
paign has so far raised over €1,700
(gofundme.com/f/holidays-for-
healthcare-heroes). 

One of the organizers of the
fundraising campaign, Paul Slevin,
says "I have been working with a
small group of independently mind-
ed people who are focused on
achieving a worthwhile goal: to give
the people of Ireland an opportunity
to show their gratitude to the front-
line workers of our Healthcare
System, who have daily put their
lives on the line, and continue to do
so,-many paying the ultimate price-
for our sake! 

"The aim is to give them a short
break/holiday in a beautiful Irish
Country House Hotel, where they
can simply take their own time to
relax, revive and start a restoration
process, or take advantage of a menu
of treats, that we have created, to
include, Yoga, Spin and Hit classes,
mindfulness, cookery classes, paint
and prosecco classes, or a pint for the
lads! creative writing classes, and
some outdoor walking and hiking in
the beautiful Irish countryside!

"It is our intention to host the first
Holidays for Heroes event in late
July with further events taking place
on a weekly basis as our funds will
allow. We want our heroes to leave
with a feeling of being revived and
with a deep sense of accomplish-
ment, that something important and
even magical happened. Part of this
will be that you had a lot of fun and
laughter. And we takeaway: New
friendships & experience; New

habits - from the daily walk, healthy
but normal eating, reading writing,
reflecting; New invigorating plan for
the year ahead.

"All our activities have been
designed with the W.H.O/
Government, social distancing.
There will be On-site 20/30-minute
testing kits, Screening/self-declara-
tion of health, and Temperature test-
ing on arrival." 

The Holidays for Heroes teams
consists of experienced hiker Paul
Slevin, fitness and lifestyle expert
and former European 400m Indoor
Champion David Gillick, teacher and
storyteller Brian Downes, event
organizer Trifina Baudu, health
coach ad yoga instructor Janet
Shook, event management student
Michelle Walker, counselor and 
psychotherapist Linda Breathnach,
communications expert Johnny
Lyons, and owner o Spin and Go
Fitness Dylan Murphy.  

Aughrim 10k
Challenge raises vital
funds for Irish Kidney

Association
Inspired by the plight of a local 42 year old mother who has kidney failure, the community of
Aughrim rallied together to support a 10km June Challenge in aid of the Irish Kidney
Association.  Leading the charge was local Londis shopkeeper Caoimhe Byrne, who worked as
an Intensive Care & Trauma Nurse when living in the United States and who saw first-hand
the process of organ donation.

Ray D’arcy and Julie Sutcliffe (nee Mulligan) native of Castlerea, now 
living in Aughrim, with her children Andy & Jane and sister Susan
Mulligan, at last year’s Run for a Life at Corkagh Park in Dublin.

Majella O’Shea, Tara Lyons, Fiona Duffy, Rachael McGrane, Aine Lally
and organiser Caoimhe Byrne at the Aughrim 10km June Challenge in aid of
the Irish Kidney Association.

Caoimhe was delight-
ed that the local Aughrim
Athletics Club &
Community Games and
the twenty staff at her
family shop enthusiasti-
cally got behind the
Aughrim 10km June
Challenge. The shop staff
promoted organ donor
awareness while at work
by wearing Irish Kidney
Association t-shirts and
distributing donor cards
during the month of June.
Caoimhe and her parents,
who she works alongside
in the family business,
vouched a 10 donation
to the IKA for each mem-
ber of staff who did the
10km run. With donations
still coming in, the event
has raised in excess of
€1000 (TBC) for the
Irish Kidney Association.

While adult members
of Aughrim Athletics
Club and Community
Games were encouraged
to run or walk the 10km
distance any time before
the end of June, there was
also an opportunity for
children to get involved
by walking or running a
2.5km distance  to sup-
port fellow junior club
member Jane Sutcliffe
(age 6), the daughter of
the dialysis mother Julie.
Julie together with three
of her siblings and her
father have Polycystic
Kidney Disease. One of
her sisters, Susan, under-
went a kidney transplant
last summer just a few
months before Julie start-
ed her twice weekly jour-
neys to Dublin to receive
her dialysis treatment at
Tallaght Hospital.

Speaking about the

Challenge organiser
Caoimhe Byrne said said,
"We received huge sup-
port for this event through
participation in the run-
ning event as well as
through donations. It is
wonderful that our staff
and the community came
behind it so enthusiasti-
cally. The Sutcliffe family
are well thought of in the
community and this is
evident from the level of
support and good wishes
we received for the
fundraiser.  By walking or
running while observing
social distance for a good
cause, this Challenge
offered all those taking
part, children and adults,
a positive step towards
emotional and physical
wellbeing.  Having
worked as a nurse in the
United States in Intensive

Care and Trauma I have
seen first-hand how lives
can be saved through
organ donation while
grieving families can take
consolation from the lega-
cy of their deceased loved
one who can save the
lives of many people in
organ failure. We hope
that through this fundrais-
er we have demonstrated
solidarity in support of
the Sutcliffe family while
raising awareness about
the plight of people with
organ failure and the
importance of organ
donation for transplanta-
tion while raising vital
funds for the Irish Kidney
Association."

Jane Sutcliffe (6)
recorded in a video to
explain that her mother
Julie was a dialysis
patient and that organ

donation is very impor-
tant and  this generated a
lot of interest on social
media. Event organiser
Caoimhe Byrne came
together with her sister
Monica and some mem-
bers of the athletics club
committee who complet-
ed the 10 km challenge
and recorded another
video encouraging people
to take part in the
Aughrim 10km June
Challenge which was
also shared on social
media. 

Donations for the
Aughrim 10km June
Challenge can be made
on Facebook @byrnes-
londis and @aughriman-
n a c u r r a c o m m u n i -
tygames.

Organ Donor Cards
can be obtained by phon-
ing the Irish Kidney
Association on 01
6205306 or Free text the
word DONOR to 50050.
You can also visit the
website www.ika.ie/get-
a-donor-card or down-
load a free 'digital organ
donor card' APP to your
phone.  

The public can also
support the work of the
Irish Kidney Association
and can Freetext KID-
NEY to 50300 to donate
€4. Texts cost €4, Irish
Kidney Association will
receive a minimum of
€3.60. Service Provider:
L I K E C H A R I T Y .
Helpline: 076 6805278.
They can also donate
through the Irish Kidney
Association's website
https://ika.ie/make-a-con-
tribution/ 
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Members of the Arklow Emergency Services taking part in Rescue Organisation Ireland’s
fundraising charity walk from Dublin, through Kildare, Laois, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford and
Wicklow. Funds raised will go to Alone and Pieta House. See idonate.ie  

‘Imperative that
Arklow wind farm
project develops

Arklow Port’ 
Social Democrats TD Jennifer Whitmore recently organised an onsite visit to SSE
Renewable's proposed new Operations and Management centre, where activities for the devel-
opment of Arklow's Wind Bank Park will be coordinated.  The company is proposing to invest
€1-2bn to develop the offshore wind project and recently announced that Arklow Harbour
will be home to its Operations and Management activities. Local Councillor Pier Leonard also
came along to meet the organisers and raise issues affecting Arklow Harbour. 

Pictured in Arklow are Barry Kilcline, SSE Renewables, Cllr Pier Leonard and Deputy Jennifer
Whitmore.

On her visi t  to the
new si te  Deputy
Whitmore said "It is very
much welcomed that
SSE Renewables has
decided to base their
future operat ions and
maintenance si te  in
Arklow Harbour for
Ireland's first wind farm.
Not only is this decision
an acknowledgement of
Wicklow's potential as a
regional  leader for
marine planning but also
of the potential  of
Arklow as a key player
in marine activity.

"I took up the invita-
tion to visit the proposed
site as I believe at this
critical stage of develop-
ment all opportunities
for  Arklow must  be
grasped firmly with both
hands. I wanted to see
for myself how we could
maximise on much need-
ed job creation and busi-
ness development for the
area as this project goes
ahead.  As I toured the
new si te  at  Arklow
Harbour I discussed with
SSE representatives, in
detai l  how and where
jobs will be created and
maintained in Arklow
and surrounds,  even
beyond the completion
of the wind farm project.

"Arklow is expected
to benefit with approxi-
mately 80 full-time jobs
from the offshore wind
project .  I  hope to see
many more jobs created
in association with the
project. For this to hap-
pen it is imperative that
this  project  develops
Arklow Port  which is
currently underutilised.
Potential ly,  the new
facil i ty could at tract
local firms to contribute
to SSE's supply chain,
specialists in ship repairs
and site surveying, fuel
supply, hospitality, logis-
t ics  and stevedoring.
SSE Renewables
informed me that they
will have a public con-
sultation on the onshore
grid application and will
be in touch with more
details soon. This will be
a good opportunity for
the local community to
have their say.

"During the tour of the
site I also discussed the
potential for energy ini-
tiatives for Arklow and
surrounding towns and
villages. This could be
one of the many commu-
nity benefits associated
with the project, which
is obliged to coordinate a
'community fund'. How

this 'fund' is managed
will determine to what
extent the local commu-
nity can benefit further
from this development.
They have informed me
that a consultation pro-
cess will be underway
with the relevant
Department on how this
fund should be managed
to maximise the benefit
to local communities. I
look forward to this pro-
cess and wil l  engage
closely with communi-
ties who could benefit.

"I  also proposed to
SSE Renewables the
potential for educational
programmes arising from
this development such as
the establishment of edu-
cation programmes
including apprentice-
ships to be provided for
people in the local area.
This could be done in as
part of the Community
Fund to be established
and in coordination with
local schools and third
level education facilities.

Also present was Cllr.
Pier Leonard (IND) who
said "I  would l ike to
thank Deputy Whitmore
and SSE for the opportu-
nity to meet with them to
discuss their  up and
coming plans. SSE will

bring much needed
employment opportuni-
t ies  to Arklow & Co.
Wicklow as a whole. I
look forward to helping
them engage closely
with al l  s takeholders
going forward especially
our local fishermen and
maritime users."

Deputy Whitmore also
said: "Opportunities for
Arklow and its residents
from this  large- scale
development, was at the
forefront of my discus-
sions with SSE
Renewables during the
tour of their new site.
The possibilities are end-
less,  but  we need to
make sure that we seize
on those opportunities
and that  SSE
Renewables and al l
stakeholders continue to
have conversat ions
around how this project
could positively impact
on business development
in the area.  I  want  to
make sure that  every
opportunity is exploited
for immediate and long-
term benefit of Arklow's
economy and i ts  resi-
dents. If Arklow bene-
fits, so too does Wicklow
and that needs to be at
the forefront of decision
making going forward." 

Council launch
Tracks & Trails 2020
A new Tracks & Trails video commissioned
by Wicklow County Council and presented
by travel writer Pól O Conghaile will be
launched on Tuesday July 7th.  It features
Bray Head, the Belmont Way and the
Sugarloaf Way.

Led by Wicklow County Council in conjunction
with Wicklow Uplands Council, the three trails
form part of the ambitious plan to create a series of
interconnected trails from Bray to Woodenbridge.
The envisaged 60km route connects with public
transport services allowing for independent travel
and also to the renowned upland trails of The
Wicklow Way and St Kevin's Way.

The video, which follows a walk beginning at
the foot of Bray Head ending at the Great
Sugarloaf, will be launched at a special virtual
event, available for online viewing on Facebook
Premier, on Tuesday, July 7th,  at 12.30pm on the
Visit Wicklow.

Presented by Pól O Conghaile, the 10 minute
show features a magnificent trail which now links
and extends a number of other well-known trails
into a long and challenging walk. This new Tracks
& Trails follows a route across a very varied terrain
including rugged mountain climbs, flat and quiet
forest paths, rich farmland and country roads.

The trail, which can be completed in a day, for
the experienced walker, or broken into shorter
walks, reveals what is best in Wicklow landscapes
from breathtaking sea vistas to magnificent rural
views stretching across fields, mountains and
skyscapes.

This show, presented by Wicklow native and
dedicated walker Pól, also reveals underexplored
paths, new access routes and until now, inaccessi-
ble trails in his home county. Pól begins the walk
early in the morning on Bray Promenade, climbs up
over Bray Head - a much quieter route than neigh-
bouring paths - quite quickly ascending into an
almost rural setting with wide views across five
counties.

He continues down along quiet, well-marked
ways into Belmont Demesne. Belmont Demesne
has recently been opened to the public who can
connect their walk from Bray Head along a new
access route onto the Little Sugarloaf. Enjoying an
exhilarating turn with Fat Bikes Adventures, based
in Belmont Demesne, Pól then continues past
Arthur's Barn, on foot to the Little Sugarloaf
accessing it along a newly laid path which brings
walkers around the side of the mountain.

Chatting to some other walkers en route, Pól
then descends along quiet roads to Kilmacangoue
and onwards along the old Viking trail which skirts
the side of the Great Sugarloaf where he completes
his walk. Walkers familiar with the Little Sugarloaf
and Bray Head will delight in this lovely, new,
marked trail which adds a further new route to Co.
Wicklow's ever-growing network of walks.

Speaking in advance of the Launch of the new
trails, Brian Dunne, Coordinator of Wicklow

Uplands Council shared: "The addition of these
three trails to County Wicklow, offers a wonderful
setting for locals and visitors to experience the
area's spectacular landscape and iconic natural fea-
tures such as Bray Head and the Sugar Loaf peaks.
Their development has been made possible through
close cooperation with all stakeholders and brings
the Council's overall vision of creating a new, long
distance upland trail from Bray to Woodenbridge
ever closer to becoming a reality".

Open spaces, a safe environment, off the beaten
tracks and offering unique experiences are all what
we can showcase in County Wicklow through this
video. In the longer term it will introduce these
lesser known newer and accessible trails, to a
much wider audience, highlighting parts of
Wicklow to an eager hiking and walking family
through the medium of the Tracks & Trails video
format.

Walkers familiar with the Little Sugarloaf and
Bray Head will delight in this lovely, new, marked
trail which adds a further new route to County
Wicklow's ever growing network of walks, which
now link Bray Head, to The Wicklow Way to
Glendalough, Tinahely and all  the way to
Blessington and the new Greenway there.

Cathaoirleach of Wicklow County Council, Cllr
Pat Kennedy, is delighted that the Council commis-
sioned Tracks & Trails to film in the county:  "It is
great to see Wicklow welcoming locals and domes-
tic visitors back to enjoy our wonderful range of
outdoor activities amidst our breathtaking scenery.
We have plenty of space in Wicklow for people to
enjoy being outdoors among our mountains, lakes
and forest, while maintaining social distancing and
staying safe".

Cllr Anne Ferris,  Cathaoirleach of Bray
Municipal District, said: "With the focus ever
increasingly on our mental health, hiking is in so
many ways good for us. Wicklow is close, it is
accessible with good bus and rail links and there
are hundreds of unspoilt varied routes here."

Fred Verdier from Visit Wicklow, who is a pas-
sionate trial runner and hiker, believes Wicklow
and the trails that traverse the county offers every
level of hiker a wealth of choice. "Within minutes
of being on the trail like the one featured here, it is
just you and the big open sky", he said.

He added:  "There are so many trails in County
Wicklow with wonderful choices of places to stop
and eat or stay over" Tracks & Trails has always
been passionate about and associated with produc-
ing videos of the most beautiful trails in Ireland.
Tracks & Trails are delighted to once again work
with Wicklow County Council Co.Wicklow who
have been an innovator in attracting walkers.” 

John Sherwin, Executive Producer, stated:
"This summer when we are all urged to stay safe
and holiday in Ireland we believe this new video
following a really beautiful walk is coming at just
the right time to encourage people from all over
Ireland to come back to Visit Wicklow. The show
will be available to view Tracks & Trails or Visit
Wicklow from 1pm on 7th July." 
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Councillor Pat Fitzgerald getting his post-lockdown haircut at Pat’s Barbers in Arklow, which
re-opened last week. Waiting for his turn in the background is Cathaoirleach, Sylvester Bourke.

Reach the MOST people for the LEAST money with Wicklow Times
For details of our amazing deals please call 01 2869111

Arklow is back in
business - new plans
announced to revive

the town centre 
Wicklow County Council, Arklow Chamber of Commerce, Arklow Town Team and An Garda
Síochana are working in partnership with local stakeholders to help restart the local economy.

A wide range of poten-
tial solutions are being
considered to help sup-
port the Arklow District
businesses as COVID-19
restrictions begin to ease.

Arklow Chamber of
Commerce has already
launched a successful
community-based initia-
tive, raising positive
awareness of the many
business sectors in
Arklow and the surround-
ing areas. 

The "Back Soon #Love
Arklow" video is a com-
pilation of local business-
es exhibiting enterprise
and community spirit at
its very best. 

Changes to traffic
routes, parking and
pedestrian facilities may
be introduced on a pilot
basis to support local
business in reopening
through the potential for
increased footfall in the

town. Any such measures
will be temporary in
nature for the summer
months and will be noti-
fied in advance.

Plans are also afoot for
the following: A register
of all businesses in the
district; Design and
develop a new website
specifically to promote
Arklow Town and its
Environs; A new "Local
is Best" branding cam-
paign; A new organic
Farmers Market to be
held in the town; River
Tourism - Harbour to
Headwaters project.  The
project focuses on the
river catchment area in
the district. 

All businesses in the
district will shortly
receive a pack highlight-
ing the supports available
to them through the vari-
ous Government initia-
tives. They will also be

invited to submit sugges-
tions on any new mea-
sures that could be imple-
mented in the short-term
to assist in reopening our
towns and thereby our
shops and businesses. 

In this context, to assist
local businesses in expe-
diting the required con-
sent for use of public
spaces for seating and
tables to maintain social
distancing requirements,
Wicklow County Council
has introduced a fast-
track licence application
procedure.  All fees will
be waived as a temporary
measure for the summer
months.

Applications for
licences under Section
254 of the Planning Acts
can be submitted online.
Please contact plan-
dev@wicklowcoco.ie to
apply.  Please note that
liquor licensing laws and

local bye laws prohibit
the consumption of alco-
hol on-street and it cannot
be served to patrons of
licensed premises for
consumption outside.

Wicklow County
Council can also provide
standard temporary
ground markings in order
to help businesses imple-
ment queuing measures to
encourage social distanc-
ing. Please contact us on
arklowmd@wicklowco-
co.ie if you wish to avail
of same.

Wicklow County
Council, Arklow Town
Team and Arklow
Chamber of Commerce
are fully committed to
supporting the local busi-
ness community in get-
ting back up and running.
We ask that you consider
local businesses first and
support us in reopening
the Arklow District. 

‘Spend local to sustain our communities’
Speaking from his constituency office in
Wicklow last week, Sinn Féin TD John Brady
praised the efforts of local communities in
creating the conditions that have allowed for
the reopening of the local economy.

The JBS Yard, Ashford, A67XO78.
T: 0404-40381 / M: 087 2328573 

E: john@jbsashford.ie

STEEL FRAMED BUILDINGS
Structural Steel for Construction and Renovation.
Farm & Industrial Buildings - Cladding Specialists

Builders Beams a Speciality C E Certified
Full Range of Box Profile Cladding in Stock

Steels the Scene Ltd t/a JBS

Tel: 087 610 9128

ANTO’S TREE
SERVICES
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

WE DELIVER GAS & FUEL

41 Lower Main Street,Arklow.
P: 0402 39312  E: mentonray@eircom.net

Ray Menton

We supply a 
full range of 

gas cylinders 

Patio and BBQ gas Camping gaz  stockist,
Portable hotplates , "sizzlers " & heaters for

camping and leisure Regulators for all appliances.

• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 
• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew. Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600

He said "During the lockdown local businesses
played their part in helping with our wellbeing, by
keeping us supplied with vital goods. Words cannot
praise them enough for their efforts. Now we have
an opportunity to help ourselves by helping them.

"We are entering a crucial period, one from which
many local businesses may struggle to survive. I
want to appeal to the general public to support our
local businesses.

"The retail sector is the largest job provider in
the country. This is closely followed by the
tourism and hospitality sector. Consumers in
Ireland spend approx. €5 billion annually. Over
two thirds of this leaves the country.  Shopping
online contributes zero to the local economy.

"Because every euro which we spend locally
finds its way back into the local economy, through
local goods, services and wages, industry experts
maintain that for every €100 spent locally, the true
value to the local economy will actually be €500.

"Unfortunately, some businesses in Wicklow
have taken the difficult decision not to reopen and
close the business permanently. This is a blow to
the vibrancy of our towns, it also impacts on local
jobs and the economy.  

"I welcome the shop local campaigns that have
been rolled out across the county by Wicklow
County Council and the work that has gone into
them by the Municipal Districts. By helping local
business, we are helping local communities. We
will be helping to provide badly needed employ-
ment for our families, friends and neighbours.”  

Tel: 085 217 7715. Aughrim, Co. Wicklow

• Fit & Balance
• Tire Puncture Quick Repair
• Service - break pads supply & fit

TIRE CENTRE
TIRE SALE
BUY 4 TYRES - FREE WASH 

& VAC.  BUY 2 TYRES - 
FREE WASH

Newtownmountkennedy Sustainable
Energy Community needs your input

Newtown Sustainable Energy Community (NewtownSEC) are currently 
conducting a survey on Energy Consumption and are seeking input from the public.  

"We would like to ask all inhabitants of Newtownmountkennedy to consider filling in this short survey (6
questions) to help us make Newtownmountkennedy a more energy efficient place. NewtownSEC is a 
voluntary community group of local people set up to help people explore ways to improve energy efficiency
and comfort in their homes and save money. We are also involved with raising awareness about actions that
can be taken locally on climate change."

Take the survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/VT9DQ7Z
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Members of Wicklow Fire Brigade taking part in Rescue Organisation Ireland’s fundraising 
charity walk from Dublin, through Kildare, Laois, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford and Wicklow.
Funds raised will go to Alone and Pieta House. See idonate.ie 

PLANNING • PLANNING  • PLANNING  • PLANNING

C LASSIFIED ADS & PLANNING / APPOINTMENTS
CALL 01 2869111 EMAIL: jennie@localtimes.ie
PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS 
AND APPOINTMENTS IS 12 NOON FRIDAY

C LASSIFIED ADS & PLANNING / APPOINTMENTS

Gospel: 
Mark 13.33-37

Jesus said to his disciples:
'Be on your guard, stay
awake because you never
know when the time will
come.  It is like a man
travelling abroad he has
gone from home and left
his servants in charge,
each with his own task:
and he has told the door-
keeper to stay awake.  So,
stay awake, because you
do not know when the
master of the house is
coming, evening, mid-
night, cockcrow, dawn.  If
he comes unexpectedly,
he must not find your
asleep.  And what I say to
you I say to all.  Stay
awake'. C.J.

DC Design (0402 94680) on
behalf of Larry Byrne seeks full
Retention Permission and
Planning Permission for 1.
Retention for as constructed
domestic gym 2. Permission for
extension to the side of existing
dwelling 3. Permission to upgrade
existing septic tank and 
percolation area with an effluent
disposal system to comply with
current EPA requirements and
associated works at Moyne,
Tinahely, Co.Wicklow. The 
planning application may be
inspected or purchased at a fee
not exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy at the offices of
Wicklow County Council, County
Buildings, Wicklow during its 
public opening hours and a 
submission or observation in 
relation to the application may be
made to the authority in writing
on payment of the prescribed fee
within the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of receipt
by the authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
DC Design (0402 94680) on
behalf of Tony Dillon seeks full
Retention Permission for as
constructed substructure base
to side of existing dwelling 
to accommodate extension 
and permission to complete
extension to the side 
of existing dwell ing and 
permission to upgrade existing
percolation area to comply
with current EPA requirements
and associated works at
Briarfield Farm, Cappagh,
Aughrim, Co. Wicklow.The
planning application may 
be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of Wicklow
County Council, County
Buildings, Wicklow during its
public opening hours and a
submission or observation in
relation to the application may
be made to the authority in
writing on payment of the 
prescribed fee within the 
period of 5 weeks beginning on
the date of receipt by the
authority of the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
We, the Vartry Angling Club,
intend to apply for Planning
Permission for Retention of green
coloured palisade style entrance
gates and fencing at the entrance
to the Old Ashtown Reservoir
(from the L5100) Ashtown Lane,
Wicklow Town, Co Wicklow. The
planning application may be
inspected, or purchased at a fee
not exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy, at the offices 
of the planning authority during
its public opening hours. A 
submission or observation in 
relation to the application may be
made in writing to the planning
authority on payment of the 
prescribed fee, €20, within the
period of 5 weeks beginning 
on the date of receipt by the
authority of the application, and
such submissions or observations
will be considered by the planning
authority in making a decision on
the application. The planning
authority may grant permission
subject to or without conditions, or
may refuse to grant permission.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
Significant Information / Revised
Plans
I hereby give notice of the 
submission of significant further
information to Wicklow County
Council in relation to planning
application ref no.: 19/1038 for
Yuriy Shpartua who is applying for
permission at 20B Boghall
Cottages, Bray for a new 3.3
metre vehicle entrance.
Significant further information
/revised plans have been 
furnished to the planning 
authority in respect of the 
proposed development and are
available for inspection or 
purchase at a fee not exceeding
the reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of Wicklow
County COuncil during its public
opening hours. A submission 
or observation in relation to the
further information or revised
plans may be made in writing to
the planning authority within 
the period of 2 weeks beginning 
on the date of receipt by the
authority of the revised notices. A
submission or observation must
be accompanied by the 
prescribed fee except in the case
of a person or body who has
already made a submission or
observation.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
Alphaplan Design (Tel: 086
2461269, Email: eugene
@alphaplandesign.com)
Seeks planning permission
for change of house type on
site no. 95 (previously
approved as part of planning
ref. no. 18/50) and associated
works at 95 Waverley Drive,
Rathnew, Co. Wicklow for
Broomhall Estates Ltd. The
planning application may 
be inspected, or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the
reasonable cost of making a
copy, at the offices of the
planning authority during its
public opening hours and a
submission or observation in
relation to the application
may be made to the 
authority in writing on 
payment of the prescribed
fee within the period of 5
weeks beginning on the date
of receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
Alphaplan Design (Tel: 086
2461269, Email: eugene
@alphaplandesign.com)
Seeks planning permission
for a dwelling, waste water
treatment system to EPA
standards, revised entrance
and associated works at
Grange North, Newcastle,
Co. Wicklow for L. Kavanagh.
The planning application
may be inspected, or 
purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable
cost of making a copy, at the
offices of the planning
authority during its public
opening hours and a 
submission or observation in
relation to the application
may be made to the 
authority in writing on 
payment of the prescribed
fee within the period of 5
weeks beginning on the date
of receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

BIFE looking 
forward to 

working with new
Higher Education

Minister
"Bray Institute are delighted to hear of the appointment of Simon Harris TD to the role of
Minister of Higher Education, Innovation and Science. We wish him well in this new and
exciting post and look forward to working closely with him in our efforts to bring full-time
higher education to Wicklow" says Gabriel Allen, Deputy Principal. "Simon has been a great
supporter of Bray Institute and was on our Board of Management for a number of years".

Minister for Higher
Education, Simon
Harris TD 

For the past thirty
years Bray Institute of
Further Education has
been a centre of excel-
lence in the field of
Further and Higher
Education. At present the
Institute has over one
thousand full-time stu-
dents studying at Degree,
Diploma and Certificate
level and over one thou-
sand learners on part-time
courses. 

The Institute has a
national profile attracting
learners from all over
Ireland and abroad. 

It is located on Novara
Avenue, on a six-acre
site, only 150 metres
from the town centre. The
campus is also within
walking distance of the
Dart Station and consis-
tently innovative and
flexible in its approach,
BIFE is in the ideal posi-

tion to expand the provi-
sion of higher level
courses to the people of
County Wicklow. 

Projects currently
planned by BIFE under
their vision document
"BIFE the 2020 Vision
and Beyond" are: 

- To develop a new
Media Centre for Film
and TV consisting of TV
studios, editing facilities
and performance areas.
This Media Centre will
also include studios for
sound, music and their
various performing arts
studios such as Dance
and Theatre. It will feed
into their already dynam-
ic Film, TV and Music
facilities and will support
the future growth of the
Irish Film, TV and Music
Industry in the area. In
this regard Bife were
delighted with news of

the planned Media
Studios in Greystones
and plan to build a
dynamic partnership with
the new venture. 

-  To develop an
Animal Hospital &
Health School on the

grounds of BIFE, catering
for the Health Sciences
such as Nursing, Food
Science, Social Sciences
and Animal Science 

-  To develop sports
facilities to include a new
sports centre and an Astro
turf all-weather pitch
with both Gaelic and
Soccer dimensions to
cater for BIFE's Sports
Department, one of the
fastest growing depart-
ments in the Institute,
facilities which would
also cater for the local
sporting and community
needs. 

Applications for
September 2020 Courses
are now open. Apply 
on-line at www.bife.ie or
call the Institute any day
during office hours on
01-2829668 for further
information between 9am
and 1pm.

ALZPALS
needed
ALZPALS is a

befriending service of
Wicklow Dementia
Support. Volunteers are
matched with a person
for weekly visits.
Volunteers are now
needed!  If you have a
few hours a week and
can help please contact
WDS. 

Details from 089
4286928 or info@
WicklowDementiaSup
port.org. Closing date
for enquiries is Friday,
10th July. 

Irish Water to review need for
Water Conservation Order

Following recent heavy rainfall and improv-
ing river and ground water conditions Irish
Water is reviewing the need for the Water
Conservation Order, more commonly known
as the hosepipe ban.

The National Water Conservation Order was put
in place on 9 June and was expected to remain in
place until 21 July. It was issued in a bid to safe-
guard water supplies for essential purposes, in par-
ticular water needed for sanitation purposes during
the COVID-19 crisis.

Met Eireann confirmed that May 2020 was the
driest since 1850 and continued dry weather was
forecast. When the Water Conservation Order was
issued, 27 of Irish Water's 900 drinking water
schemes, were in drought with another 50 at risk of
going into drought. Thereafter the situation deterio-
rated rapidly with the number of schemes in drought
or at risk of drought peaking at 98.

Thankfully from a water supply perspective, over
the past weeks there has been above average rainfall
in many areas of the country. This has resulted in
the recovery of some of the water supplies that were
in drought or at risk of drought. Currently only 22
schemes remain in drought and a further 63 are at

risk. While the overall numbers are trending down-
wards, the situation is not uniform across the coun-
try. Since the Conservation Order was issued, the
Rathdrum water treatment plant is no longer in
drought. However, it is now classified as at risk of
drought. The schemes supplied by the Barndarrig
and Kirikee water treatment plants remain at risk of
drought.

Irish Water is continuing to monitor these water
sources as their recovery is fragile and subject to
change. Early next week, Irish Water will again
meet with Met Eireann, the OPW, the EPA and other
key stakeholders to discuss the impact of the recent
rainfall with consideration to lifting or partially lift-
ing the Water Conservation Order.

Commenting on the evolving situation John
O'Donoghue, Regional Operations Manager, said,
"While some areas of the country have had signifi-
cant rainfall it has not been equally distributed in all
of the areas that are most in need.It is still essential
that members of the public in Wicklow continue to
conserve water and form good household habits at
this time. Any non-essential use of water should be
discouraged, whether we are in a drought or not. We
would like to thank the people of Wicklow for their
efforts in conserving water in their homes and gar-
dens over the past number of weeks and our large
water users who have worked proactively with us to
use water more efficiently in their businesses."
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