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Charlotte Keane and Lily Norman at the pilot of ‘We Connect’  at the Scout Hall in Greystones. The 
project, in association with Bray Lions Club, encourages socialising between children from Bray Lakers
and other children. It is hoped to eventually roll out the project nationwide. Pic: Michael Kelly

Check Out Your Local 
Enterprise Office Wicklow 

For Courses taking place in
February for small businesses

& the self-employed in 
Co. Wicklow

FOR FURTHER DETAILS OR TO BOOK GO TO:
www.localenterprise.ie/Wicklow/Training-Events/Online-Bookings
Local Enterprise Office Wicklow, Wicklow County Campus, Rathnew, Co. Wicklow 
Phone: 0404 30800                              Email: enterprise@leo.wicklowcoco.ie

An Introduction to 
LEAN business 
Excellence Workshop

Business Planning & 
Accessing Finance 
for your Business

The Exhibition 
Masterclass: Making 
the most of Exhibiting 
at a Trade Fair

Wednesday 
5th February

Thursday 
13th February

Tuesday 
25th February 

9.30 am 
to 1.30pm

9.30 am 
to 1.30pm

9.30 am 
to 5.00pm

Wicklow County
Campus, Rathnew.

Wicklow County
Campus, Rathnew.

Wicklow County
Campus, Rathnew.

Practical, short & high quality training for small businesses!

The lack of available secondary school places in Co. Wicklow
has now reached 'crisis point', according to councillor Jennifer
Whitmore, while John Brady TD says that 'urgent action' is
now needed to address the lack of supply of school places. 

Minister Simon Harris
has announced his inten-
tion to convene a forum
on school places and
school capacity in County
Wicklow and invite all
school principals, parents'
associations and Boards
of Management to attend.

Speaking to the
Wicklow Times, Minister
Harris said "The purpose
of this meeting would be
to bring forward propos-
als on how we can ensure
all school children in
County Wicklow have a
school place and also to
draw up plans as to how
we can support our
schools with requests for
extra capacity, new build-
ings, extensions, etc.

“Working on school
issues in County
Wicklow has always been
and will always be a
major priority for me. We
have invested significant-
ly in schools in County
Wicklow in recent years
but there is much more to
do and the Department of
Education need to listen
to us as a community and
need to act quickly.

"We need to make
sure needed school exten-
sions are expedited, that
we see more Autism
facilities in our schools
and that real problems in
terms of lack of feeder
schools for some children
particularly in St
Andrew's in Bray and

Enniskerry and
Kilmacanogure are
addressed."

However, despite this
critical situation, reports
have emerged that eight
school building projects
around the county are not
progressing as they
should. The eight schools
which are stuck in Limbo
are Blessington
Community College,
Arklow CBS, Loreto
Secondary School Bray,
Coláiste Bhride, Carnew,
KWETB Bray/North
Wicklow ET Post
Primary, St Kevin's
Community College
Dunlavin, Avondale
Community College
Rathdrum and Coláiste

Chraoibh Abhainn,
Kilcoole.

Cllr Jennifer Whitmore
said "The number of 
parents I've spoken to at
the doors who are worried
their children will not get
a secondary school place
this September is truly
alarming. For many there
simply isn't a secondary
school that exists in their
area. 

“For example, in
Newtownmountkennedy
despite the rise in the
number of families living
in new developments,
there are no plans for a
secondary school to facil-
itate children now or for
primary school children
when they eventually
need a secondary school
place.

"In Kilcoole, Coláiste
Chraobh Abhann is at
maximum capacity and
students have been wait-
ing for a much-needed
extension to meet demand
in the area. Basic facili-

ties at the school such as
toilets and corridors can-
not cope with the present
number of children.
Families continue to
come to me distressed
about this situation. I
have continued calling on
the Department to fast
track the planned exten-
sion to deal with this but
to date the Department
has not responded with
urgency. Temple Carrig
in Greystones which is
relatively new, already
needs an extension to deal
with demand while other
secondary schools are still
facilitated in temporary
accommodation, for
example the North
Wicklow Educate
Together. And whilst the
new secondary school
proposed for
Greystones/Kilcoole will
be able to meet much of
the demand, there is still
uncertainty about whether
it will be enough.

Continued on page 3
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Anthony and Arlette Doyle from Fernhill in Arklow make a donation to the Arklow Community
First Responders from the proceeds of their Christmas lights display.

Contacts:

Shay Fitzmaurice, Managing Editor - shay@localtimes.ie

Ian Colgan, News Editor - ian@localtimes.ie

Erika Doyle, Features Editor - erika@localtimes.ie

General enquiries - info@localtimes.ie
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Tel: 01-2869111

Tel: 286 5057 Fax: 201 4335 www.acmeblinds.com
email: bray@acmeblinds.com 

*12 Month Guarantee on ALL Blinds* 

BRAY
Vevay Rd, Bray

• Free Fitting
• Free Measuring 

Service 
• Free In Home 

Advice & Design 
Service 

• No Obligation 
Quote

Lucky gets some ruff justice
It has become one of Greystones’ most popular annual events, with this year’s Me & My
Pooch competition garnering hundreds of entries. 

As always, the search for Greystones’ cutest owner and dog couple also saw hundreds upon hundreds of votes
for those entries, with this year’s count being particularly close. 

In the end, there can only be one winner though, and the Me & My Pooch 2019 dynamic duo proved to be
Mae and her trusty companion, Lucky. 

Accepting her award at the Beach Bear on Greystones seafront alongside proud mum, Sarah, and 
even-prouder aunt, Frances, Enda Higgins from Eastmount Delgany - sponsors of this year’s competition - pre-
sented Mae and Lucky with their framed cert. 

Also included was a €50 voucher to spend anywhere in the town. 
“I’m definitely going to buy some art materials,” smiled Mae, “but, Lucky will have to get some goodies too.

So, we’ll be buying lots and lots of doggy treats too.”

Lions Club to attempt record
for largest gathering of 
people dressed as lions

Wicklow Lions Club plan to break this world record on March 17th 2020 during the annual
St.Patrick’s Day Parade in Wicklow Town in Ireland. 

The required number
of people, which can be
children and adults, is
250. Limited supply of
costumes can be ordered
online now at lionsworl-
drecord300@gmail.com. 

The President and
members of Wicklow
Lions are depending on

the people of Wicklow
and surrounding areas,
of  al l  ages and sizes,
including schools and
sportsclubs to give their
ful l  support  and get
behind this  amazing
event  for  chari ty.
Visitors to Wicklow on
the day are very wel-

come to take part also. 
The spectacle of 250

Lions in full costume will
be a very exciting sight as
they parade through the
streets of Wicklow. It is
expected to have cover-
age on all Irish TV sta-
tions which will be
broadcast worldwide on

such an important day for
Ireland. The impact from
all forms of social media
will be most important of
all. 

Everyone is very wel-
come to be part of this
wonderful record break-
ing Lions Club event on
St Patrick’s Day 2020. 

Fran’s campfire event
Some people never give up, and Frances O’Sullivan (nee Murphy) is one of them.
Diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease over thirty years ago, she went on to raise two 
children, engage in any community activity (social or charitable) that came her way, and
continue the hill walking she enjoyed with Buion Annunciata Bray in the late 60s.

Hill walking is no longer an option for Fran, but last
year a group of ex-Guides and Brigini shared an
indoor campfire with Fran to celebrate their continu-
ing friendship. It was such fun that it was decided to
make Fran’s Campfire an annual event. 
If you were in Guides or Brigini with Frances
Murphy, you will be especially welcome to share
Fran’s Campfire this year in Fassaroe Community
Centre in Little Bray on Sunday, 23rd February, at
3pm. 

If you didn’t know Fran then, but, were a member of
Buion Annunciata at another time, you will still be
welcome! There is no charge, but organisers would
be grateful if you register so that they know how
many people they need to cater for with campfire
song books and hot chocolate and marshmallow! 
You can register by calling Fassaroe Community
Centre at (01) 276 3362 and ask for Catherine, or
you can email Fran’s friends at
franscampfire@gmail.com.

Mae and her trusty dog Lucky accepting the ‘Me
& My Pooch’ award , with mum Sarah, aunt
Frances, and Enda Higgins from Eastmount
Delgany.

Contents of 40ft trailer

MUST GO
This is one large collection including

Musical instruments (All perfect condition)

Guitars • Organs • Memorabilia • Books • CDs

All 70’s / 80’s - must see
To view call 089 97 99 586
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A general election question and answer event took place at Wicklow’s newest school, Educate
Together Secondary School Wicklow, last week. Seven candidates attended: John Brady (SF),
Valerie Cox (Ind), John Snell (Ind), Paul O’Brien (Labour), Pat Casey (FF), John Larkin (Ind) and
Joe Behan (Ind). Students, staff and parents really enjoyed hearing the candidates’ views and
ideas on topics such as education, school facilities, homelessness and the environment. Pictured
are Sara Fernandez Martinez and Eve Stokes, with Principal Donal Evoy.

WICKLOW SCHOOLS CRISIS
Continued from page 1

"All this signifies a
much wider problem
across Wicklow of a
lack of  school  places
and quality schooling in
the county. These issues
must be resolved once
and for  al l .  Students
deserve better but are
being failed t ime and
time again by the
Government.  This  is
despite the fact we've
had two Ministers in the
county for a number of
years and nothing to
show for it.

"It's also unacceptable
that this is facing the
county when the
Department knows what
the demand for school
places wil l  be in the
years ahead.  The
Department lacks for-
ward planning and have
left it to develop into a
crisis for families. We
know from the 2011 and
2016 Census that there
has been an increase of
12.4% in the number of
primary school children.
Yet this has remained
unaddressed. Now par-
ents are in a situation
where a few months
before school starts in
September they don' t
know where their chil-
dren wil l  be going to
school.

"Poli t icians have a
role to play here by
direct ing policy to
ensure demand is met by
engaging in forward
planning and matching
that demand with avail-

able funding. They are
asking too much of par-
ents expecting them to
navigate and fight their
way to finding school
places. Children should
have the right to be edu-
cated where they live
and families should have
the certainty of knowing
where their children will
be going to school well
in advance of them start-
ing."  

Cllr  Jennifer
Whitmore has called on
the Department of
Education to act quickly
to secure the land for the
new secondary school
proposed for Greystones
/ Kilcoole.

Colaiste Bhride in
Carnew, one of  the
largest  secondary
schools in Wicklow, is
waiting for a new school
building to tackle over-
crowding. After a recent
visit to the school, Pat
Casey TD said "I t 's
astonishing that there
are several secondary
schools in Wicklow that
have been abandoned by
Government to a limbo
of not knowing where
they are on the school
building programme. It
points to a lack of plan-
ning to meet  demo-
graphic change and a
chaotic process for iden-
tifying future education
needs.

"What 's  even more
concerning is the fact
that  the eight  school
building projects  in
Wicklow previously
announced by the

Government now seem
to be on hold indefinite-
ly due to a lack of avail-
able funds.  The Fine
Gael led Government is
announcing new plans
day in day out, but we
aren't seeing the deliv-
ery on the ground.

"In the case of many
of these schools such as
Colaiste Bhride Carnew
and Blessington
Community College
there is ample room on
their  s i te  for  these
extensions and the need
is urgent and long await-
ed.

"These school build-
ing projects urgently
need to be progressed.
Pupils are being taught
in substandard accom-
modation with a 25%
increase in the use of
prefab classrooms. The
Government clearly
needs additional funding
to deliver on the com-
mitments that have been
and this is something he
needs to raise with the
Minister  for Public
Expenditure and
Reform. 

"No one is denying
that these new school
building projects in
Wicklow are needed.
They clearly are, but it's
unacceptable that Fine
Gael Ministers are
announcing plans with-
out following through
with delivery on other
long-awaited schools.
It's also concerning that
the groundwork clearly
hasn't been done before
announcing these pro-

jects. Sites have been
selected but in many
instances that's where it
lies - no delivery. These
basic decisions should
be made before rushing
to make announce-
ments,"  concluded
Deputy Casey.

John Brady TD has
said that urgent interven-
tion is  needed by the
Department of
Education in the lack of
supply of school places
in Wicklow.

He stated "We have
up to 59 children in
Colaiste Craobh
Aobhann in Kilcoole
wait ing for a place.
Representatives of
Coláiste Bhríde in
Carnew have told me of
genuine health and safe-
ty concerns for their stu-
dents due to inadequate
facilities and overcrowd-
ing. Loreto in Bray is
still operating with pre-
fabs that are 30-40 years
old.  North Wicklow
Educate together are in
sub-standard accommo-
dation, and will have to
move to another unsuit-
able building while they
await a building actually
fit for purpose. 

"This issue first came
to a head for me over
eight years ago when I
attended a public meet-
ing in one part icular
school in the county, and
the campaigns have been
ongoing since then.
Teachers, principals and
other school staff have
had to campaign for
what should be automat-

ically provided by the
Department, taking their
at tention and energy
away from their actual
jobs. It is not right or
fair on them, who only
have the best interests of
our children at heart. 

"Schools simply can-
not cater for the demand.
What's more, is that all
the data is there in terms
of projected growth of
school going population,

but there is no follow
through from the depart-
ment. There is no for-
ward planning. 

"Parents are worried
sick with al l  of  this .
They are trying to juggle
keeping down jobs, run-
ning households and
keeping up with the
demands of daily life,
while trying to find time
to fight  for a school
place for their child.

This chaos is all hap-
pening within the con-
text of escalating school
costs. Parents must fork
out, on average, €949 to
get their children ready
for primary school and
€1,399 to send them to
secondary school. As a
result ,  many children
miss out on extracurric-
ular activities or school
trips which is a deeply
unfair position to put

parents in. Most parents
get no assistance what-
soever with Back to
School Costs”

"Extra investment is
desperately needed to
address these issues,
along with an introduc-
t ion of  measures to
reduce the cost of the
school burden on work-
ing families. This situa-
tion cannot be allowed
to continue any longer." 
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Pictured is general election Green Party candidate Cllr Steven Matthews canvassing in
Blessington last weekend. Cllr Matthews met with Deirdre McCormack (Community Pool for
West Wicklow) Dónal McCormack (Blessington Allotments), Tara McCormack (age 3) and
Malachí McCormack (age 1).

Feeding wild birds in the colder months 
Wild birds’ natural resources are in increasingly short supply in densely populated areas.
Species such as sparrows, tits, finches, robins, buntings and nuthatches have become depen-
dent on support from humans, particularly in the winter.

Hazal Beceriklican, a Chemical engineering 
student from Arklow.

Kyle Flynn, a Mechanical engineering student
from Rathdrum

Wicklow students receive UCD
Intel Masters Scholarships 

At a special awards ceremony held at UCD,
15 students from Science and Engineering 
disciplines were awarded UCD-Intel Masters
Student Scholarships. Each recipient is 
provided with a €3,000 bursary to support
their academic studies and given the 
opportunity to experience practical learning
aligned to the needs of industry. 

Additionally, they are provided with employee men-
tors by Intel to give them a direct relationship to the
world of work. Two Wicklow students were among
those receiving the scholarship awards; - Kyle Flynn, a
Mechanical engineering student from Rathdrum , and
Hazal Beceriklican, a Chemical engineering student
from Arklow. 

This latest round of Masters Student Scholarships
were awarded as Intel and UCD announced the next
phase of a strategic partnership between the two organi-
sations. Their renewed commitment will see Intel and
UCD work closely together over the next 5 years across
three key areas: talent, research, and national policy
associated with research and education.

The partnership includes a substantial investment by
Intel in the development of an Engineering Suite in the
new UCD Centre for Creativity, a landmark building at

the main Stillorgan Entrance to the campus set to be part
of the University’s Future Campus. The partnership will
also see a continued investment in students through
scholarship programmes, outreach through Intel engage-
ment with the annual UCD Festival and a strengthened
connection to the university through the appointment of
an Intel Adjunct Professor at UCD.

The renewed partnership between Intel and
University College Dublin, running for the next five
years, will build on an initial memorandum of under-
standing agreed in 2016. This agreement was developed
to further connect Intel and UCD researchers and stu-
dents to help fuel the innovation economy in Ireland.

A number of notable successes have been achieved
since the partnership was formally established in 2016
including; the sponsorship of 49 Masters student bur-
saries, co-sponsorship of a number of PhD students, col-
laboration on a new SFI Research Centre for Advanced
Manufacturing, engagement in the UCD festival and
investment by Intel in the UCD Outreach Lab for
Science. The new phase of the strategic partnership was
formally launched at the UCD University Club where
the head of Intel’s Irish operations, Eamonn Sinnott,
who is the General Manager of Intel Ireland and Vice
President of Intel’s Manufacturing and Operations
Group, and UCD President, Professor Andrew Deeks,
co-signed a new memorandum of understanding.

Major public transport
plan needed to alleviate

traffic on N11 
Minister Simon Harris has outlined extra investment he is campaigning for for public transport in
County Wicklow with a particular focus on alleviating commuter traffic on the N11.

Speaking to the
Wicklow Times, Minister
Harris said, "Every day
many thousands of peo-
ple in County Wicklow
sit in traffic on the N11.
This is stressful and frus-
trating. It takes people
away from their families
and their communities for
longer every day.

"We need solutions. I
believe that improved
public transport could
help reduce traffic con-
gestion and provide
viable alternatives for
commuters. If re-elected
to the Dail next week, I
will be campaigning
intensively for: Increased
DART frequency at
Greystones; LUAS exten-
sion to Bray; A Park and
Ride facility for Wicklow

Town and Arklow; A new
express bus route along
the N11; Expansion of
the Park and Ride at
Greystones.

"We will also be
advancing our plans to
ensure all public trans-
port is free for all school
children to help promote
public transport use.

"We need to act fast on
these issues. These will
be priority issues for me
and I will work with the
community to make
progress and to tackle the
traffic issue," concluded
Minister Harris.

Following a presenta-
tion by Transport
Infrastructure Ireland
(TII) to Wicklow County
Council 's Transport
Committee, Chair of the

committee Cllr Derek
Mitchell last week said
he is "disappointed that
the study has not been
redirected to study rail
enhancements to reduce
car usage".  

Cllr Mitchell said
"They are studying some
bus lane issues but the
rail line is virtually
empty at rush hour. A
proper study of these
alternatives should show
that the scale of N11
enhancement could be
much reduced if more
people used the bus and
train.

"Providing one extra
longer peak period train
from Arklow and a
DART every 20 minutes
from Greystones should
remove 1,000 cars from

the N11. A good express
bus system, with bus
lanes, should remove the
same number of cars in
addition.

"I have sent them
details of the objectives
which I think they should
study for a better rail and
bus system. I will be lob-
bying the next
Government to get this
done.

Writing to TII, Cllr
Mitchell said the study
should consider ways of
getting more people to
use the train at peak
hours and consider other
bus routes along M50 and
express routes; Identify
Park n' Ride sites , and
consider ways of getting
more people to use the
train at peak hours. 

For this reason, most species of birds even suffer
from a lack of food in the warmer half of the year,
which becomes considerably more acute in the win-
ter. If you would like to get actively involved in bird
conservation and do something to reverse the
decline of our native songbirds, you should set up a
small feeding station for them. This is because
indigenous wild birds can only survive the upcom-
ing cold days and nights of winter if they can find
enough high-calorie nutrition. Offer birds energy
rich winter food from October onwards and feed
them regularly until February at the earliest. Birds
remember feeding stations they have visited and
will depend on them, which means they need to be
refilled regularly. Most types of birds will visit your

feeding station just after sunrise and then again in
the evening. 

You’ll find a suitable feed for the season in your
local Maxi Zoo store. Suet balls are an absolute classic
that you can leave out at any time of the year.
Sunflower seeds are also a basic food that you can feed
to birds all year round. Finches and sparrows absolute-
ly adore them. Incidentally, most birds prefer sunflow-
er seeds with completely black husks because the
husks are softer than the striped variety, meaning they
are easier to open. Or you can always give them hulled
seeds, of course. Finches, sparrows, bullfinches and
tits are all seed-eaters, which means they will visit
your feeding station particularly often if you provide
this kind of food.
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Scott McCann, Jonathon Murphy, and Josh Falkiner at the pilot of We Connect at the Scout
Hall in Greystones. The event, started by Jonathon and in association with Bray Lions Club,
encourages interaction socialising between children from Bray Lakers and others. Jonathon
plans to eventually roll out the project nationwide. 

Recycled:
• Screened Topsoil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Topsoil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com

OPW announces dates for paid car-parking
at Glendalough Visitor Centre

The OPW recently announced the arrangements that will apply during 2020 for the 
management of the carpark at the popular Glendalough Visitor Centre in Laragh. 

Threats to Family
Resource Centre

in Greystones
The threats facing the Family Resource Centre (FRC) in Greystones are being highlighted by
the Family Resource Centre National Forum, the national representative body for FRCs. In
the lead-up to the general election, the Forum has launched a campaign, #SupportingFRCs,
calling on candidates to pledge their support for families and FRCs. 

According to the
Family Resource Centre
National Forum
(FRCNF), the future of
the FRC is under threat
because the Family
Resource Centre pro-
gramme does not have a
dedicated government
unit administering it .
The FRCNF is also high-
lighting the threat caused
by insufficient core fund-
ing for FRCs; and the
dilution and dismantling
of their unique communi-
ty development model of
family support.

Commenting last
week, Clare Cashman
Chairperson of the
Family Resource Centre
National Forum said: “In
the lead-up to the 2020
general election, FRCs
nationwide - through the
FRCNF - are calling on
candidates to pledge their
support for our future.
By supporting FRCs,
candidates are supporting
families right across their
constituencies.   

“We have three main
asks for all candidates
and political parties.
Firstly, we want them to
commit to establishing a
dedicated government
unit -  permanently
housed within an appro-
priate government
department - to adminis-
ter the Family Resource
Centre programme.

“Secondly, we want
candidates to commit to
preserving the autonomy
of FRCs, and the unique
model of family supports
we offer.  FRCs focus on
early intervention and
prevention, and on sup-
porting families from the
‘cradle to the grave’.  We
offer services and infor-
mation that extend far
beyond the needs of fam-
ilies with young chil-
dren, working with older
members of the commu-
nity, minority groups,
people with disabilities,
and a range of diverse
service-users.

“Thirdly, we are ask-

ing candidates to work
to ensure all  FRCs
receive ring-fenced,
multi-annual core fund-
ing -  a minimum of
€160,000 per FRC per
year - and have at least
three full-t ime staff-
members.  This would
enable us to provide the
full range of supports so
desperately needed by
the communities in
which we work.”

The FRCNF is dis-
tributing materials to all
election candidates in
Wicklow with further
details about their work
and the #Supporting
FRCs campaign.  The
Forum is invit ing all
election candidates to
visit their local FRC to
publicly sign a campaign
pledge, committing to
support for families and
FRCs, if elected to Dáil
Éireann. 

“We are hoping for
very strong support from
Wicklow candidates for
this campaign,” said

Cashman.  “The period
since 2008 has been a
difficult one for FRCs,
with core funding down
by over 20%, resulting
in reduced services,
salaries, and conditions.
The communities in
which we operate suf-
fered considerable  hard-
ship during the reces-
sion, and other commu-
nity supports were
sharply reduced or elimi-
nated.  While this hap-
pened, demographic and
social pressures grew.

“All of this means
FRCs are now at a criti-
cal juncture.  Without
polit ical  commitment
and will to copper-fasten
our future, families and
communities in Wicklow
- and nationwide - will
suffer.”

The Family Resource
Centre programme has
been in operation for
over 25 years,  and is
currently housed within
Tusla,  the Child and
Family Agency. 

With effect from Saturday, February 1st , contrac-
tors acting on the OPW’s behalf have started the 2020
paid-admission operation of the carpark. Visitors to
the Glendalough Visitor Centre will be refunded this
amount when they purchase admission to the Centre.
The OPW also confirmed that Tour Operator buses
who use the carpark to visit the Centre and the
Monastic Site will not be charged for parking; howev-
er, all other buses will be charged per the rate below. 

Parking Charges will apply during the following
dates; February 1st to March 8th (inclusive)

Weekends (Saturday and Sunday only); March 14th to
November 1st (inclusive). Daily parking charges will
apply; November 7th to January 31st 2021 (inclusive)
(Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holidays only). Outside
of these dates the Car park is free.

The Rate of charge at Glendalough Visitor Centre
carpark will be; €4 Cars; €25 for Buses (Greater than
20 seats); €15 for Minibuses (Less than 20 seats);
€15 Camper Vans.Visitors to the Glendalough Visitor
Centre will be refunded this charge on their
Admission fee.
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Minister Andrew Doyle with Jill Carey and Rosie during the campaign trail last week at Festina
Lente Equestrian Centre in Bray 

Rory P. Benville B.C.L.

Brian Robinson B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

Eilish Bradshaw B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Riverview House
Seapoint Road,
Bray, Co. Wicklow

Personal Injury Lawyers*
Medical Negligence* Catastrophic Injuries*

Workplace Accidents* Road Traffic Accidents*
Trips and Falls*

For professional, confidential and expert legal advice regarding
Personal Injuries suffered, please do not hesitate to contact 

Brian Robinson or Clare-Ann Temple.

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a 
percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

Tel: 01 276 1330  Fax: 01 276 1336
Web: www.benvillerobinson.ie
E-mail: info@benvillrobinson.ie

Next steps announced for East
Coast Greenway

Minister Simon Harris met with the East Coast Greenway Taskforce on Friday to make
progress and decide on the next steps for the proposed coastal greenway for Co.Wicklow.

Minister Harris said, "I am passionate about the ability of a greenway to transform our county from a
tourism point of view and a health point of view. It would be a major public asset for our county. I am fully
committed to working with an incredible community group and the local authority to deliver this.
"Today we have agreed that Wicklow County Council will now submit a funding application to bring the
project forward to planning stage. This is an important step.
"It was also agreed that this new greenway could be delivered by the end of 2023 if everyone works together
and puts their shoulder to the wheel. This would be a huge boost for Wicklow and I am delighted to report
progress today," concluded Minister Harris.

Wicklow to benefit
from four new Primary
Care Centres this year
Doyle last week

announced that progress
is being made in regard to
the four new Primary
Care Centres for
Rathdrum, Bray, Arklow
and Baltinglass, with
works at the centres to
begin by the first quarter
of this year. Doyle has
also confirmed that a new
Primary Care Centre for
Greystones is also in the
offing.

“The location of the
proposed Greystones
PCC is on Wicklow
County Council owned
lands and the HSE is cur-
rently engaging with
Wicklow County Council
regarding the develop-
ment of a Primary Care

Centre on the site.
“Wicklow County

Council is in the process
of preparing a master
plan for the development
of their site and they have
confirmed to the HSE
that a Primary Care
Centre will be allowed
for in the master plan.”

Construction works
continue on the Bray
Primary Care Centre, and
are to be completed by
end of February.
Commissioning and
equipping of the building
will commence in March
with the centre due to be
operational in Q2 2020.
Community diagnostics
will be phased after the
initial services commence

in Q2.Commencement of
works for Rathdrum PCC
are imminent with the
developer informing the
HSE that works are pro-
grammed to commence
on site in January 2020.

The revised planning
application for Arklow
PCC was submitted in
November 2019 and a
conditional grant of plan-
ning was received in
December 2019. A final
grant of planning is due
by the end of January
2020 and works are pro-
grammed to commence in
2020.

Construction works are
progressing on
Baltinglass PCC and the
works are programmed

for completion in
Summer 2020, with the
centre programmed to be
operational in Q3 2020.

The location of the
proposed Greystones
PCC is on Wicklow
County Council owned
lands and the HSE is cur-
rently engaging with
Wicklow County Council
regarding the develop-
ment of a Primary Care
Centre on the site.  

Wicklow County
Council is in the process
of preparing a master
plan for the development
of their site and they have
confirmed to the HSE
that a Primary Care
Centre will be allowed
for in the master plan.

‘Remote working must become
a reality for people in Wicklow’

Fine Gael candidate for Wicklow, Billy
Timmins has said that rural Ireland, after
many difficult years following the recession is
fighting back and Fine Gael wants to see it
reach its full potential, particularly rural
areas of Wicklow. 

Speaking last week, Timmins stated “Fine Gael
believes in rural Ireland and wants to see it flourish.
Ten years ago, rural Ireland was a place of high
unemployment, soaring emigration that had little
reason for optimism.  Today, in contrast, rural
Ireland is fighting back, 77,000 jobs have been cre-
ated outside of Dublin since mid-2017 and we want
to do more.

“Fine Gael is investing €1 billion in job creation
measures in rural areas and delivering improve-
ments in our towns and villages with a population of
less than 10,000 people. We are implementing our
eight regional enterprise plans, following the 
successful implementation of the regional action
plans for jobs.

“The population of rural Ireland is 1.75 million
and is increasing. We must cater for their needs.
Making remote working is key to this as we look to
improve people’s work-life balance. That is why the
roll-out of the National Broadband Plan is critical
and Fine Gael is the only party committed to this
plan that will bring broadband to every, home, 
business and farm in the country.

“A major part of rural Ireland’s economy is our
hospitality sector particularly here in Wicklow. 2023
will be the Year of the Invitation - a global invitation
to visit Ireland on the 10-year anniversary of The
Gathering. We have seen the great success of tourism
initiatives like this and the Wild-Atlantic-Way and
the Ireland Ancient East initiative that has helped
Ireland attract more tourist to our shores than ever
before.” 

Timmins concluded “Fine Gael is the only party
for rural Ireland. We will continue to bring employ-
ment, opportunity and people back to rural Ireland
and Wicklow. We will make Wicklow a thriving,
sustainable in which to place to live and work.”  

Rathmichael
Historical

Society 
The next meeting of

the Rathmichael
Historical Society, the
local history society for
Shankil l ,  Ballybrack,
and the surrounding
area, takes place at 8pm
on Wednesday February
5th in Rathmichael
National School.

At this  meeting,
Dominic Lee will pre-
sent  his  lecture ‘The
Life and Times of
Will iam Orpen’ -  al l
welcome, admission €5.
Members are of  the
Society are reminded
that annual membership
subscriptions for 2020
fell due for renewal on
January 1st and can be
renewed at this meeting
or  any meeting of the
Society.

Work on new Primary Care Centres in Rathdrum, Bray, Arklow and Baltinglass are due to
commence soon, according to Minister Andrew Doyle, Fine Gael General Election candidate.
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O'BRIENPaul
A Fresh Voice for Wicklow

Looking 
for your
Number 
One Vote

OUR 5 CORE PRINCIPLES
• Labour will build 80,000 homes

• Labour will provide equality in healthcare

• Labour will ensure better pay & job security

• Labour will ensure a fair start for every child

• Labour will guarantee climate Justice

SUPPORTED BY

Liz McManus
our former TD &
Minister

Cllr Anne
Ferris,
former TD

Jack
O'Connor,
former president
of Siptu

Sheila Nunan
former President of
the Irish Congress of
Trade Unions and 
former General 
Secretary of the Irish
National Teachers'
Organisation

John Byrne,
former Wicklow
Co. Councillor

Kevin Ryan,
former Wicklow
Co. Councillor

Ronan
McManus,
former Bray
Councillor

Tracy
O'Brien,
former Bray
Councillor

Rosemary
Kavanagh



Tuesday 4th February 2020TimesWICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

10 NEWS

Pictured outside their new home at Hazelbrook in Rathnew are Kenneth
and Amanda Harrison and son Noah with Pearse B. O’Shiel, 
Chair of Co-operative Housing Ireland

Pictured at the launch of the Hazelbrook housing development in Rathnew were are Pearse B.
O’Shiel, Chair of Co-operative Housing Ireland, Deborah Higgins and son Max, and Minister Simon
Harris.

Families move in to
new Rathnew homes
Minister for Health Simon Harris last week launched Co-operative Housing Ireland’s (CHI) new €40 million social
housing development of 144  family homes at Hazelbrook, Rathnew. CHI is the national representative body for
co-operative housing in Ireland and manages nearly 3,000 homes 

Families including 138
children moved into the
first 88 homes in
Hazelbrook in the run-up
to Christmas and a further
56 families will be mov-
ing in over the coming
weeks. The tenants,
drawn from Wicklow
County Council’s housing
list,  are also members of
the newly established
Avoca Co-operative, this
means they have input
into the decision-making

of the co-operative. 
The delivery of this

housing was made possi-
ble by a new lending part-
nership between Co-oper-
ative Housing Ireland and
Bank of Ireland Corporate
Banking. The 144 homes
were delivered for just
over €40 million, with an
average purchase price per
unit of €279,000. The
development comprises a
mix of duplexes, apart-
ments and houses.

Kieron Brennon, CEO
Co-operative housing
Ireland, said “This deal
could not have been put
together without the sup-
port of Wicklow County
Council and the
Department of Housing,
Planning and Local
Government.  The 144
homes are of mixed sizes.
There are one, two, three,
and four-bedroom units
fitted out to the highest of
standards, all with a mini-

mum BER rating of A3.
The new residents have

been moving into these
homes in recent weeks and
we welcome these families
to their new Avoca Co-
operative. Under the co-
operative housing model,
families come together to
manage their community
in a way that benefits all
tenants. I particularly wish
to express my gratitude to
the team in Bank of
Ireland, both for their

enthusiasm for the project
and their belief in Co-
operative Housing
Ireland.”

Cllr. Irene Winters,
Cathaoirleach of Wicklow
County Council, said “I
recognise the serious chal-
lenge we face in terms of
housing and a critical
focus and priority has been
firmly placed on respond-
ing to this challenge
through the development
and implementation of the
Social Housing supply
programme.  I am delight-
ed at the co-ordinated
effort between Wicklow
County Council and
Cooperative Housing
Ireland to deliver these
144 homes. So far, 265
people have moved into
the first 78 homes, and
these new tenants have
been filled from the
Wicklow County Council
housing list. Nine of the
people housed so far in
Hazelbrook are coming
from homelessness and
138 are children. I would
like to take this opportuni-
ty to congratulate every-
one involved in bringing
this project to comple-
tion2.

Frank Curran, CEO
Wicklow County Council
said, “The provision of
these 144 social homes in
Rathnew is of significant
importance to the people
of Wicklow. This collabo-
rative approach to delivery
is at the heart of the
Council’s supply pro-
gramme and, of course,
part of the strategy con-
tained in Rebuilding
Ireland. The Council cur-
rently has 18 projects at
various stages of construc-
tion and tendering, with
funding of over €58mil-
lion already sanctioned by
the Department.  A further
16 Schemes are under
active consideration with a
potential yield for a further
260 units by 2021.  We are
also engaged with
Approved Housing Bodies
under the CALF and CAS
schemes and with private
developers who are deliv-
ering additional units
under Part V. I must sin-
cerely express my grati-
tude to the Minister and
his staff in the Department
of Housing, Planning and
Local Government.”

Paul McDonnell, Head
of Property Finance Group
in Bank of Ireland
Corporate Banking said:
“We were delighted to
support Co-operative
Housing Ireland in the
delivery of much needed
social housing. Funding of
social housing is of strate-
gic importance to the
Bank as we help to facili-
tate the delivery of criti-
cal social infrastructure
within our communities.”
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Aontu candidate Seamus Connor, Anna Minton, Abbey McCarty, Independent candidate Valerie
Cox, Emma D’Arcy, Sinn Fein candidate John Brady TD, Niamh Doyle, and Independent 
candidate John Larkin are pictured at the ‘Wicklow Speaks’ event last week - a joint collabora-
tion between St. David’s and TempleCarrig secondary schools in Greystones. See more on page 12

Planning application
lodged for Shanganagh

social housing 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council in partnership with the Land Development Agency
(LDA) have lodged a planning application for a development of 597 new homes at
Shanganagh, Shankill. 

The planning applica-
tion includes additional
details on the proposed
development, which will
include a creche with
capacity for 107 children,
playgrounds, a gym, a
convenience store, com-
munal working spaces and
a café.

The application seeks
approval for 597 new
homes, consisting of: 91
homes that will be avail-
able for purchase under an
affordable housing
scheme, 200 social hous-
ing units and 306 cost-
rental units for tenants; 51
terraced, semi-detached
and detached houses and
546 apartments; 2 four-

beds, 99 three-beds, 302
two-beds, 165 1-beds and
29 studios. 

One-hundred percent of
the proposed development
is for social and affordable
homes, with 51% devoted
to cost rental homes,
which is a new form of
tenure in Ireland and will
result in more affordable
rents for households who
struggle to pay private
rents. This is currently
Ireland’s largest proposed
cost rental scheme.

The proposed develop-
ment will also include sig-
nificant work on infras-
tructure services,
water/wastewater and
landscaping, together with

space for parking 365 cars
and 1,318 bicycles.

The development is
consistent with the
Council’s ambition to
exceed its housing targets
and the LDA’s mandate to
deliver new homes on
publicly owned land,
helping to address the
current supply shortage
and to make access to
homes more affordable
for both buyers and
renters.

LDA Chief Executive
John Coleman said “We
have reached a major
milestone in lodging plan-
ning for 291 new social
and affordable homes and
306 cost-rental homes for
south Dublin. Together
with Dun Laoghaire
Rathdown County
Council, we are making
strong progress in turning
our shared plans into a
reality.

“The application
lodged today underlines
the LDA’s commitment to
delivering affordable
homes for people that oth-
erwise would struggle to
pay rent. Is also demon-
strates our focus on deliv-
ering high-quality homes,
built to the highest stan-
dards and adhering to the

latest sustainable design
techniques.

“We will work as fast
as we can, subject to get-
ting planning approval, to
deliver these homes and
help to alleviate the short-
age of supply in south
Dublin as a matter of
urgency”.

The site occupies
approximately 9 hectares
and is zoned for residen-
tial development. It is
adjacent to Shanganagh
Castle, Shanganagh Park
and Castle Farm and will
be within 5 to 10 minutes’
walk of the proposed
DART station at
Woodbrook and
BusConnects route on the
nearby Dublin Road
(N11).

The scheme has been
designed to the passive
house standard which
offers a highly sustainable
and efficient design.

Construction on the
site is scheduled to begin
in early 2021, subject to
An Bord Pleanala and
government approval.The
Land Development
Agency (LDA) was creat-
ed in September 2018
with the purpose of open-
ing up state-owned land
for development.

Department reminds sellers and suppliers
of pet animals of new rules

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) reminds sellers and 
suppliers of pet animals of the new rules on the sale, supply and advertising of pet animals
(Animal Health and Welfare (Sale or Supply of Pet Regulations) 2019, SI 681 of 2019).
The rules come into effect on 1 February 2020. 

Sellers and suppliers of more than 6 pet animals in a given year must register with DAFM, and main-
tain certain records.  Anyone registered under the Dog Breeding Establishment Act 2010 is not required
to further register with DAFM as a seller or supplier of pet animals. All advertisements for the sale or
supply of pet animals must include certain minimum information about the pet and the seller or supplier.
This includes the registration number issued by DAFM, or the DBE registration number, or in the case
of charities, the number issued under the Charities Act 2009. If the pet is a dog, the ad must include its
microchip number. 

DAFM has also launched a voluntary Code of Practice for Sellers and Suppliers of Pet Animals.  The
Code contains guidelines on animal welfare. It also has guidelines on ensuring potential customers are
provided with good quality information on the appropriate care of the animal.  The Code of Practice
also addresses public health concerns, for example the need for good hygiene when handling animals,
and the potential risk to the health of children under the age of 5 associated with contact with reptiles.
Existing sellers and suppliers have three months from 1 February to complete their registration with
DAFM.  However, the requirements regarding record-keeping and advertisements apply from 1
February.  Further information on the new rules, the application form for registration and the Code of
Practice are on the DAFM website:  https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/salesupplyan-
dadvertisingofpets/

Constituency Office: 0404 66622
Email: andrew.doyle@oireachtas.ie
Website: www.andrewdoyle.ie

Down to Earth Politics

Always
Putting

Wicklow
1stVote 2 & 3 in order of your choice for Simon

Harris  and Billy Timmins.

Vote 1
@AndrewDoyleTD
AndrewDoyleTD_
@ADoyleTD 

DOYLE TD

ANDREW
DOYLE TD

ANDREW My Priorities for Co. Wicklow include
continuing to:

• Develop effective ways to ease congestion 
on the N11 and N81

• Improve broadband access & increase 
Local-Link services

• Increase the number of Gardai in Co. Wicklow
• Promote Wicklow as an employment hub &

attract more employers to the county
• Improve community care & availability of home 

care packages
• Sustain farm incomes & families for future 

generations
• Introduce free school books
• Champion climate smart food 

production & encourage 
farmers to become carbon 
neutral food producers

• Ensure a fairer system for 
pensioners in line with Fine 
Gael policy to raise annual 
pensions by at least 
€1300 over next 5 years
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Mila Splendori Bell, Social Democrats candidate Cllr Jennifer Whitmore, Donnacha Sharkey,
Green Party candidate Cllr Steven Matthews, Ailis-Cherry Kinito, Fine Gael candidate Minister
Simon Harris, and Conor Campbell at the ‘Town Hall’ event last Thursday.  

Tara Dempsey, Fianna Fail candidate Stephen Donnelly, Independent candidate Joe Behan, and
Leah Elliott at the ‘Town Hall’ event in St. David’s school last Thursday.

Candidates questioned by young voters
at Greystones ‘Town Hall’ event 

Minister Simon Harris (FG) and Stephen Donnelly TD (FF) visited their old secondary
school St. David’s Holy Faith in Greystones last week, along with fellow candidates John
Brady (Sinn Fein), Jennifer Whitmore (Social Democrats), Steven Matthews (Green
Party), Joe Behan (Ind), Seamus Connor (Aontu), Valerie Cox (Ind), and John Larkin
(Ind), for a ‘Wicklow Speaks’ Town Hall event. 

The event was a joint collaboration between St. David’s and Temple Carrig’s Politics & Society depart-
ments to bring an evening of discussion and impartial information to the constituents of Wicklow. 

The event followed a town hall format, whereby candidates presented their views and ideas for the
Wicklow constituency and the nation to the public. The event was intended to be an objective, impartial 
service to local voters. 

The event stemmed from both schools’ very successful drives to add 18-year-old students to the register
of electors. During that campaign it was noted that one of the major concerns for newly registered voters
was deciding on a candidate to vote for. The Politics students, in the spirit of the new Politics & Society
Leaving Certificate subject taught in both schools, organised this event to address this situation.  

The candidates had a few minutes to set out their vision, and this was then followed by rigorous 
questioning from the newly registered young voters, along with public questions posed through an impatrial
moderater. Topics covered included the environment and climate change, health, education, and housing.

Donnelly proposes measures to
ease childcare crisis 

Stephen Donnelly TD  has proposed measures to ease the cost of childcare for young families in
Wicklow. The Fianna Fáil Health Spokesperson said that childcare costs are soaring, supply is
dwindling and Wicklow parents are left with little choice due to a serious lack of childcare places
locally.  

Deputy Donnelly has pledged support for parents who are struggling with monthly childcare bills if his party is
elected to government. He explained, “Childcare has become unaffordable for far too many families.Tackling the cost
of childcare is one important part of the puzzle in alleviating what has become a crisis in the childcare sector. For
many families, monthly childcare bills are as much as, or higher, than mortgage payments or rent.  

“It’s extremely stressful, at a time when the cost of living for ordinary families in Wicklow seems to be going up.
We need to give young families a decent standard of living. If in government, Fianna Fáil will increase the universal
subsidy payment for children under 3 years old to €80 per week, covering over 40% of the average weekly fee. That’s
a reduction in childcare bills of €346 per month for one child. It will go some way to meeting the crazy costs which
many parents have no choice but to pay.

“There is a worrying lack of childcare places and a lack of choice in childcare in Wicklow. Childcare providers are
being hammered with insurance costs, increased regulation and paperwork, forcing many of them to scale down their
businesses altogether. Fianna Fáil will allocate 18 million additional capital funding to create 6000 additional places
in the early years sector. The Fine Gael led government had a total hands-off approach to the childcare sector. This has
put childcare providers under pressure, childcare workers under pressure, and families under pressure and entire sector
has been thrown into crisis. It is time for a change of leadership to address this crisis once and for all,” concluded
Deputy Donnelly.

Planning permission
sought for nine turbines
in rural West Wicklow

Fianna Fáil candidate Pat Casey TD has expressed his shock and anger at the decision by ABO
Wind Ireland Ltd to try to develop nine Industrial scale wind tuirbines, with a maximum height of
165m, in rural West Wicklow between the villages of Kiltegan, Rathdangan and Baltinglass.

Deputy Casey said
“The Kilranelagh applica-
tion consists of nine
industrial turbines that
would dominate the local
landscape”. 

Deputy Casey went on
to say that he would be
“working with local
Councillors and the 
people of rural West
Wicklow to ensure that
this further attempt to
impose this unacceptable
development is once
again rejected.

“The common good of
the residents of West
Wicklow must be taken
into account before we
pollute our unique land-
scape with these industri-
al turbines. The deep

pockets and the media
campaigns of multi-
national companies such
as ABO must not subvert
the democratic will of
local people and the local
Council. 

“I am also convinced
that a High Court decision
involving Donegal creates
a precedent whereby the
County Council should
re-insert a minimum dis-
tance provision that
would by 10 times the
height of the turbine
which would end this
blight on our landscape. 

“There are large off-
shore Developments
which would be a far bet-
ter fit and would provide
minimal damage com-

pared to onshore on the
unique Wicklow
Uplands” 

Deputy Casey stated
that he would be working
with his councillor 
colleagues to get a varia-
tion of the County

Development plan on the
Council agenda as quick-
ly as possible. “The peo-
ple and communities of
West Wicklow must be
listened to and he will be
working to ensure this
development is stopped
permanently,” he con-
cluded.

ABO Wind say that
over the coming months
they will be carrying out
more detailed environ-
mental studies accross the
site to create an
Environmental Impact
Assessment Report. They
say that if the project
receives planning permis-
sion and is constructed
they will set up a commu-
nity benefit fund.  

Pat Casey TD 

Whitmore calls for an urgent
care centre in Wicklow

Social Democrats candidate for Wicklow Cllr Jennifer Whitmore has called for an urgent
care centre for Wicklow’s children saying “we need a health service that serves Wicklow”.

Speaking on the issue Whitmore says “with the new National Children’s Hospital going head in St. James’
in Dublin,which will become Wicklows A&E for children, we need to seriously address the lack of available
emergency care for children in the county. This is particularly urgent given the rise in population.
Furthermore, once the new children’s hospital is open, Tallagh Hospital will be downgraded to a satellite cen-
tre. This will consist of only six observational beds and will only open during daytime further restricting
access to emergency care for children in Wicklow.

“Once care is needed out of hours, people and ambulances will be required to send patients to St. James’
site creating a two-step process for people trying to access health care. People in Wicklow should not be
forced to deal with additional barriers in accessing emergency care, and for that reason I believe an urgent
care centre is needed in Wicklow which serves the health needs of people in Wicklow.

“This would be in line with Slaintecare proposals which brings healthcare into the community and which
the Social Democrats has been instrumental in bringing forward.

“I was also the only politician to lobby hard against plans for the new children’s Hospital at the St. James’
site. I worked closely with the Connolly for Kids group to relocate the project onto the Connolly site. This is
because I knew the proposed site at St. James’ would restrict access to care for children in Wicklow.
Unfortunately, I’ve been proven right.

“Now that the new hospital is being built, it’s time to address access to emergency care in Wicklow and
address this by committing to an urgent care centre in Wicklow,” concluded Whitmore.

‘Major investment is needed in
Autism Spectrum Disorder units

for Wicklow children’
General Election candidate for Sinn Féin
John Brady has said that Wicklow does not
have sufficient Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) units. He said major investment in
ASD units is desperately needed as well as 
an Autism Empowerment Strategy for
Ireland.

Deputy Brady stated “The Fine Gael/ Fianna Fail
government policy forced hundreds of children with
autism, and other special educational needs, to go
without needs-appropriate learning environments.

“I’ve had contact with families right across the
county, from Bray to Blessington, who are left des-
perate and devastated with no schooling options for
their children.

“There’s also major waiting lists for assessment
of needs so there are even more children not getting
suitable educational support than those already with
a diagnosis.

“We need to deliver an Autism Empowerment
Strategy for Ireland. Previous attempts have been

made to legislate for an autism Bill, but both have
failed with the most recent one proposed by Fine
Gael stuck in the legislative process. Sinn Féin
believes that these previous efforts were too heavily
concentrated on a medical approach only to treating
Autism with little awareness of the need for a social
approach.

“On a weekly basis, I am meeting constituents
who are in crisis seeking supports and access to ser-
vices. This is replicated all  over the country.
Whether it’s seeking an assessment of need, seeking
access to therapies, securing an autism spectrum
condition class place in school, seeking additional
education tuition and many other issues, the current
provision of care is simply not fit for purpose.

“Teachers too are struggling with class sizes and
the range of needs presenting to them. They need
their schools appropriately equipped to foster the
education of children with ASD. Education is a
Human Right. Change is urgently needed in the way
we provide education for children with ASD in
Wicklow.” 
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Your Team

Stephen

DONNELLY
Pat

CASEY

Seated are Frank Curran, Chief Executive, Wicklow County Council; Cllr Steven Matthews,
Cathaoirleach, Bray MD; Adrian Bell (RPS Group) and Kristopher Calder (RPS Group).
Standing: David Forde, Bray District Administrator; Liam Bourke, Bray District Engineer, and
Thomas Murphy Bray District Manager.

Contract signed for Bray
Harbour Study 

A contract for the Bray Harbour study was signed by Wicklow County Council on
Wednesday, 29th January, with the RPS Group.

The project requires the consultant to: Carry out detailed surveys; Report on the options available to 
protect the harbour from storm conditions; Look into options to provide additional berthing facilities,
including the possibility of providing a short term drop on/drop off berth for a small passenger vessel 
plying between different harbours within an hour or so of Bray.

The funding for this exploratory work was approved by members of Bray Municipal District Council in
2018.

Bray MD Cathaoirleach, Cllr Steven Matthews, said: “I am delighted that we have now engaged RPS
Group to develop detailed plans for our harbour. Bray Harbour is an amenity that most seaside towns would
be extremely envious of and is in urgent need of improvement and development so that we can maximise
the potential of this resource for everyone in our community.  I would like to thank the Council officials
who have worked so hard to get this far and look forward to seeing this project move on to the next stage.

“I would also like to acknowledge the commitment and perseverance of The Bray Harbour Joint
Development Committee consisting of members of local harbour user groups who have also played a 
significant role in progressing this objective for our harbour.” 

Hoteliers call for
decisive action to
support tourism

Hotel and guesthouse owners in Wicklow and across the country have  called on 
candidates in the general election to commit to decisive action in support of the continued
growth of Irish tourism. 

Gerard O'Brien, a rep-
resentative of the
Wicklow branch of the
Irish Hotels Federation
(IHF) said that, while
tourism had returned to
growth in recent years,
the recovery has not been
evenly spread across the
country. Citing the CSO's
overseas visitor numbers
for 2019, which were
released this week, he
warned that continued
growth cannot be taken
for granted with regional
tourism most likely to be
negatively affected. The
figures show a significant
fall off in growth with an
increase of just 1.8% in
2019, as against 6.9% in
2018, compared to the
previous year.

Commenting on the
launch of the IHF's
national tourism policy
document for the general
election - A Strategy for
Job Creation and
Economic Growth - Mr
O'Brien said that tourism
has been one of the great
success stories of the
economy in recent years,

supporting over 260,000
jobs in every town and
county, including 13,900
in Wicklow, contributing
some €135m to the local
economy annually:
"However, our industry
now faces heightened
uncertainty and remains
vulnerable to external
shocks, given our expo-
sure to the economic
environment of our major
source markets, as Brexit
clearly demonstrated.
Decisive action is needed
now to ensure our indus-
try lives up to its full
potential as a major
engine for growth and
job creation across the
entire country over the
next five years."

The IHF's five-point
plan calls on the next
Government to support
tourism by addressing a
number of key chal-
lenges, including:
Tackling the high cost of
doing business; More
supports for regional
tourism; Increased
tourism marketing sup-
port; Additional invest-

ment in tourism product
and infrastructure;
Investment in people,
skills and training. 

As one of Ireland's
largest indigenous indus-
tries, tourism plays a
vital role in the country's
economic well-being.
Mr O'Brien said that the
effectiveness of tourism
growth in spreading
employment opportuni-
ties and prosperity across
the entire country is
sometimes lost in discus-
sions about the economy.
"With 70 per cent of
tourism jobs based out-
side of Dublin, tourism's
wide geographic distribu-
tion is critical to sustain-
ing regional economies,
including here in
Wicklow, and addressing
the rural imbalance. Irish
tourism has created over
90,000 new jobs since
2011. Accounting for
almost 4% of GNP,
tourism generates over
€9.4 billion in revenue
each year - thereby sup-
porting the local
economies of every vil-

lage, town and county."
Mr O'Brien highlight-

ed the high cost of doing
business in Ireland, par-
ticularly around insur-
ance and Government
controlled costs such as
local authority rates,
water and energy levies.
He also called for greater
supports for regional
tourism to counter the
impact of Brexit.
Significant additional
investment is also
required to support
tourism marketing and
product development.

"Tourism represents
an excellent investment
for the country and it's
therefore vital that it
remains at the heart of
Ireland's economic poli-
cy. We're calling on can-
didates in the general
election here in Wicklow
to commit to a range of
pro-tourism policies that
will help to sustain the
growth of tourism and
the significant contribu-
tion that it makes to the
economy," said Mr
O'Brien.
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• Opening Hours 7.30am to 6.30pm • Full time and Part time places available
• After school service together with school collection • Freshly home cooked food available 

every day - breakfast/lunch/dinner • Easter and Summer Camps organised • All schemes covered
• Outdoor adventure and obstacle course • Large outdoor play areas

E:  info@lilliputchildcare.ie        www.lilliputchildcare.ie

Corballis, Rathdrum, 
Co. Wicklow

T: 0404 29918  
M: 086 0121072

State of the Art 
facility together with 20 years of childcare

experience enables us to provide the following services:

Limited places 
available
for all 
ages

Email: lggwicklow@gmail.com www.littlegreengiants.ie

2 Lott Lane,
Kilcoole.01-2017633

Opening Hrs: 7.30am-6.15pm. Ph: Gemma on 

3 Large outdoor play areas
Outdoor activities are paramount for our children.

Free ECCE places available
for September 2020

ECCE available to all children turning 3 this year

Contact Riona. T: 0404 61746
E: care@ashvalecreche.ie

It is significant to their
development, both social-
ly and intellectually,
equipping them with skills
that will help them cope
with their often daunting
first years at school. With
pre-schools places
across the county
filling up, the time is
now for parents in
Co. Wicklow to con-
sider the best pre-
school for their little
ones. 

Another factor for
parents to consider is
the free year of early
childhood care and
education for children of
pre-school age provided
by the Early Childhood
Care and Education
(ECCE) Scheme, which
provides early childhood

care and education for
children of pre-school
age. The scheme is
offered in early years set-
tings (pre-schools,
Montessori’s, creches,
playgroups) for 3 hours a

day, 5 days a week, 38
weeks of the year.

Children are eligible to
start the ECCE scheme in
the September of the year
that they turn 3 years old.

As every parent knows finding the right pre-school
facility for their child is vital. Early education is very

important for a child. 

programme, and for what
ages does it apply? Have
they signed up to the
More Affordable
Childcare Scheme? What
is their cost structure?
Can they send you out a
brochure or their website

link to review before
your visit?

They advise parents to
make sure that the premis-
es is large enough to offer
freedom and space to each
child, but not so large as to
hinder supervision; to
make sure that there is
a clean and

child-firendly environment
which encourages play; to
make sure there are bright
stimulating rooms and a
quiet place for infants and
young children to sleep.
Parents are also advised to

question and

take notice of food prepa-
ration and schedule of
meals, and menus; the cur-
riculum /programme; the
staff and how the staff
communicate with the
children; and health and

safety measures. 

for your child? Have
they fulfilled their legal
obligation to register
with Tusla? Will the
Service provide you with
their latest Tusla
Inspection Report? What
are the opening hours of
the service? Do they
offer the ECCE scheme
or an early education

For example, a child turn-
ing 3 years old in 2020
can be registered on the
ECCE scheme in
September 2020.

The upper age limit
can be extended in some

cases. The
State pays a
c a p i t a t i o n  
fee to partici-
p a t i n g
playschools
and daycare
services. In
return, they
provide a 
p r e - s c h o o l
service free

of charge to all children
within the qualifying age
range for a set number of
hours over a set period of
weeks. 

In general, children
only qualify for ECCE in
one school year.
However, a child who has
been assessed as having a
disability may be able to
spread their free pre-
school year over two
years. 

Early Childhood
Ireland advise parents
choosing a chilcare facil-
ity to ask the following
questions: Are they a
member of Early
Childhood Ireland or any
other professional body?
Is there a place available
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Pictured with Labour Party candidate Paul O’Brien in Rathdrum last week was former 
councillor Jimmy O’Shaughnessy who is supporting Cllr O’Brien’s attempt to regain a Dáil seat
for the Labour Party.

Wicklow organisations
join new national climate

action campaign
Supporters of the cam-

paign include Concern
Worldwide, Christian Aid,
The Union of Students in
Ireland and Oxfam. The
campaign is highlighting
climate as a central priori-
ty for voters in Wicklow
in the upcoming election,
and enables voters to
challenge election candi-
dates on the doorstep
about their climate action
plans.

The current
Government plan is to
reduce climate pollution
by just 2% a year, even
though the United
Nations says the global
average reduction in
emissions must be 7.6%,
each year, from now until
2030 to avoid climate
catastrophe.

One Future will be pro-
viding colourful ‘Ask
Cards’ and canvass equip-
ment to people in
Wicklow which can hand-
ed to candidates with key
policy asks, and window
stickers to tell canvassers
they support faster and
fairer climate action, all
of which are available to
order for free from
www.onefuture.ie.

The campaign will also
be supporting people who
want to go door-to-door
to distribute campaign
materials and encourage
their neighbours to raise
climate issues with candi-
dates who call to their
home.

The campaign has nine
key policy ‘asks’ of soon-
to-be elected TDs and
Senators, which focus on
accelerating a transition to
a sustainable society in a
way that ensures no-one
is left behind. 

The key policy asks for
the incoming Oireachtas
include: Reduce Ireland’s
greenhouse gas emissions
by at least 8% every year;
Support the rural economy
as farms reduce emissions
and become more sustain-
able; Ban new fossil fuel
projects; End peat and coal
burning for electricity and
ensure fair treatment of
workers; Deliver an ambi-
tious State-backed home
insulation programme;
Advocate internationally
for faster and fairer cli-
mate action and justice;
Restore and protect nature
and wildlife; Ensure
affordable and accessible

public transport for all;
and Enable and support
community-owned renew-
able energy projects.

Speaking about the new
campaign, Oisin Coghlan,
a spokesperson for One
Future said: “One Future
is a people’s campaign to
turn the tables on election
candidates. We want to
empower people in
Wicklow, and across
Ireland, to challenge
politicians to commit to
faster and fairer climate
action.

“Recent studies show
that 89% Irish adults say
we need to take action
now on environment,
while 60% of adults say
prioritising climate action
is very important. With
One Future, we want to
highlight how great a pri-
ority climate action is for
the electorate, to election
candidates.

“Every party is paying
lip service to climate
action in this election.
One Future will help peo-
ple test whether politi-
cians are promising to do
enough and whether they
are promising to make
sure what they do is fair. 

“Climate action is not a
trade off with better public
services. Climate action is
about better public ser-
vices. It is not a trade off
with job creation and eco-
nomic opportunity; it is
about job creation and
economic opportunity.

“It will require serious
Government investment to
transform our transport,
housing and energy sys-
tems, especially in public
transport, social housing
and community energy. It
will bring immediate in
the shape of warmer
homes, better bus, train,
cycling and walking
infrastructure, and oppor-
tunities to share in the
ownership of the energy
system that will power our
future.

“We’re looking for-
ward to the run up to 8th
February making
#ClimateVote2020 the
talking point of the gener-
al election.”

The campaign is con-
tinuously growing and is
calling on organisations
and individuals from
across Wicklow, to 
get in touch via www.
onefuture.ie.

Wicklow Planning Alliance and Birdwatch Ireland are among the organisations joining One
Future, a new campaign group calling for faster and fairer climate action.
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Wicklow teachers in primary and second level schools, whose pupils take part in the annual
Texaco Children’s Art Competition, are reminded that the closing date for receipt of entries this
year is Friday, 28th February. Last year almost 700 pupils from schools in Co. Wicklow submit-
ted entries to the Competition. Now in its 66th year, the Texaco Children’s Art Competition is
widely acknowledged as the longest running arts sponsorship in Ireland.

He takes over the prestigious
position from Outgoing National
President, Seamus Power from
Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary,
where Rob has served as Vice
President of the organisation for the
past two years. In his address Rob
congratulated and thanked Seamus
for the wonderful job he did as
AIMS National President over his
two year tenure and on his many
years’ service to AIMS as a Rep
and National Councillor. “It has
been an honour and pleasure to
serve as Vice President with
Seamus and travelling all around
the country which I really enjoyed”
Rob said.

A large number of friends and
members of Avonmore M.S. trav-
elled to support him in Galway at
the weekend. Rob thanked
Avonmore M.S. who gave him a
love of Musical Theatre and who
encouraged, nurtured and supported
him on his journey to becoming
National President of the organisa-
tion and he is looking forward to a
wonderful and exciting year ahead.

Rob’s journey to his election as

National President did not officially
start when he was elected National
Vice President two years ago in The
Horse and Jockey, Thurles, Co.
Tipperary, but probably two years
earlier than that when he travelled
around the country with his great
friend and former National
President of AIMS, Colm Moules,
another member of Avonmore
Musical Society and great ambas-
sador of AIMS.

Having attended shows with
him, going back stage with both
Seamus Power and Colm Moules,
talking to and meeting the amazing
members of all the societies he vis-
ited, he supposed and dreamed one
day that might be him, well that is
now a reality.

It is often said but he firmly
believes that it is the strength of the
organisation (AIMS) and all the
musical societies promoting, teach-
ing, guiding and growing the love
of Musical Theatre from an early
age is where the real talent lies. 

Rob moved to Arklow in January
1996 from Drogheda, Co. Louth, as
a young man for a couple of weeks

with An Post, where there has never
been a Musical society in his 
lifetime.

The only time he had seen a
musical on stage was in the then
Point Depot, travelling to see Colm
C.T. Wilkinson in Les Miserables
or other shows like Phantom of
Opera and visiting other theatres in
Dublin. On an amateur basis meet-
ing new people, making new
friends and having fun, inspired
him to join the local musical 
society, Avonmore M.S. 

Chairman at the time was
Padraig Reid, another great friend
invited him to attend their review
night, travel with him on a West
End Trip to see some of the popular
professional productions in the
West End. 

At this point he was hooked and
there was no going back. Rob’s
family travelled down from
Drogheda to Arklow to a celebrato-
ry party in is honour in The Bridge
Hotel along with some of his work
colleagues from An Post, and 
members of Avonmore M.S. who
were all are thrilled for him.

Singing in the Air 
Jason Turner’s exhibition Singing in the Air, which opened in the Courthouse Arts Centre on
Friday 31st January is his first solo presentation of paintings of birds. It brings together a body
of work set into motion in 2014 by an inquisitive fascination for these creatures of the sky.

Turner first began his creative career in Kingsriver Community where he pursued the art of willow weav-
ing and wood carving before becoming a member of the KCAT Studio in 2006. Since joining the KCAT
Studio, painting has formed the basis of Turner’s practice. He has exhibited in both national and internation-
al contexts, and currently has work touring Ireland as part of a major group exhibition Together Now. Over
the years, Turner has explored a variety of themes ranging from abstraction to figurative skyscapes of the
solar systems, developing an intuitive and strong handling of the medium.

Singing in the Air provides an insight into Jason’s expansive study of birds, drawing our attention to birds
that are found in our everyday environment, that we may often overlook.

“I can’t tell you the way I paint, I would have to show you. This is  my approach to painting” 
This exhibition runs for three weeks until Friday 21st February. 

Coming up at Whale Theatre
Two Divas and a Piano

Following their performance for St Valentine’s 2019, Two Divas and a Piano (Flo McSweeney, Carmel
McCreagh and Fiachra Trench) return to the Whale Theatre with their show, Two Divas and a Piano - a wry look
at love and loss with songs by such composers and performers as Irving Berlin, Jacques Brel, Leonard Cohen,
Duke Ellington, Melody Gardot, Mick Jagger, Lieber and Stoller, Joni Mitchell, Van Morrison, Paul Simon,
Stephen Sondheim, Tom Waits and many others. 

It sounds simple - two singers, one pianist and a book of great songs, but what Flo McSweeney, Carmel
McCreagh and Fiachra Trench are doing takes a lot of talent, experience and sheer guts. Each song is ‘owned’ by
the vocalists and turned into something authentic and emotional. Saturday 15th February at 8pm. Tickets €18

For all tickets see www.whaletheatre.ie or call the booking office on 01 2010550

Bray musician David Nesbitt will be amongst 
15 flute players taking to the stage to compete in
the final for the Seán Ó Riada Gold Medal in the
Rochestown Park Hotel in Cork on Friday 7th
February, and the event will be broadcast live on
RTÉ Raidió na Gaeltachta.

David Nesbitt, 18, is from Bray and is immersed in the 
traditional music scene there. He’s currently studying law in
DCU. He started learning flute from Gerry O’Donnell and
James Mahon at the age of twelve, and also plays guitar.
David is a member of Tuaisceart Loch Garman Comhaltas in
North Wexford, and the Craanhill Céilí Band. 

Peadar Ó Riada will present the Seán Ó Riada Gold Medal
final live from the Rochestown Park Hotel from 7pm - 10 pm.
Esteemed musicians Michael Tubridy, Mary Bergin and Gary
Hastings will have the difficult job of choosing the winner,
and the criteria will include not only technical proficiency,
but playing that demonstrates musicality and soul as well.
The winner will take home the prestigious Seán Ó Riada
Gold Medal, as well as €2,500. 

As part of the weekend events, there will be a musicians’
conference on Saturday morning in the hotel, and the Coirm
Órdha concert with past winners including box player Keelan
McGrath and harper Úna Ní Fhlannagáin will take place on
Saturday night.

Bray musician is finalist for
Seán Ó Riada Gold Medal

Bray musician David Nesbitt

Rob trumps
top musical

presidential post
Rob Donnelly from Avonmore Musical Society, Arklow, was elected as National President of
AIMS (Association of Irish Musical Societies) at the National AGM of AIMS in The
Connaught Hotel, Galway, on Sunday 26th January, to a standing ovation.

TIKKA is an Asian Street Food Restaurant in Wicklow. We
are delighted to bring you a new experience of the
finest Asian dishes, including the most popular noodle
dishes from different Asian countries, a completely
new taste fornoodle lovers.
We pride ourselves on using fresh Irish meat, source the
best quality vegetables and prepare our own home made
sauces for your enjoyment. We use no MSG in any of our
dishes, striving to provide the healthiest food we possibly can.
Our aim is to give an excellent customer experience, whether
diningin or take away. Making the customer happy is our
number one priority! BBBBOOOOOOOOKKKK     NNNNOOOOWWWW

Starter, Main course,
Desert & A glass of

wine

Valentines Day
Special

€25pp

Opening Hours: Mon-Thurs 1-10pm,
Fri-Sun 1-11pm. Local Delivery

Charge €2. Service from 5pm-late.

Tel: 0404 32188
Schooner House, South Quay, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow



FEATURE  17TimesWICKLOW

L
O

C
A

L

Tuesday 4th February 2020

Open Door caters for adults 
with physical disabilities on 
a daily basis. Our modern, 

purpose built Activity Centre
is situated on the Vevay Road,

Bray, Co. Wicklow.

Ph: 01 286 7123
E: opendoor@eircom.net

www.opendoor.ie

Rathnew  0404 31177 
Suite 16, Broomhall Business Park, Rathnew

www.bluebirdcare.ie

Have you been approved under the HSE
Home Care Package Scheme? Choose: 

Bluebird Care your local
approved HSE
provider

Care 
at Home and

in  the Community

• Dementia Care
• Care of Older Persons
• Disability Services

Arklow Cancer Support 
offer practical & emotional

support for patients and
families on their 
Cancer journey

ARKLOW CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

8 ST. MARY’S RD, ARKLOW, CO. WICKLOW
Phone: 0402-23590 / 085-1100066  

Email: arklowcancersupport@gmail.com

Fortunately, Co. Wicklow is full of amazing
services with dedicated staff and volun-
teers who are there when you need
them. 

There are a number of
options available to people
looking for a little extra care,
whether for the elderly, the
young, or people who just
need a little extra help with
certain life skills. Help is at
hand from a number of
local organsations who can
assist you with a range of
different requirements.

One of the most distressing
life events is the ageing of a par-
ent or close family member. Dealing
with a family member’s illness can put a

huge emotional, physical and mental strain
on individuals and families.

We all hope that we could
cope with an infirm or

elderly relative. But the
simple reality is that it
is not always possible.
Nursing/ Care homes
provide a suitable
alternative, which
may improve the
quality of life for both
the elderly loved one

and the family unit as a
whole.
Often however, we need

the help and support of pro-
fessionals who are experienced

in dealing with specific problems.

Arklow Cancer Support
Arklow Cancer Support offer confidentiality, understanding, and an open door. They give
free practical and emotional support to those who find themselves affected by a cancer
diagnosis.

“Our ability to offer our services relies solely on the volunteers, donations, and fundraising events that
our community so generously provides.

“The close-knit relationships we have nurtured with both patients and volunteers over the years have
empowered Arklow Cancer Support to provide the many therapies, courses, services, and events that have
helped make a difference in the lives of those affected by cancer.

“Whether you or a loved one is learning to cope, or just needs a safe place to speak or listen, we’re here
to welcome you to our family.” 

Their services include counselling, monthly meetings, specialised therapies, play therapy, a men’s group,
one to one counseling, and complementary therapies. They also provide free transport for patients to and
from hospital appointments in Dublin on a daily basis thanks to a team of volunteer drivers. 

Bluebird Care
With offices in Rathnew and Dun
Laoghaire, Bluebird Care prides itself on
being a professional, modern service
delivering a wide range of care and 
support services in the community.

Their QQI trained staff are committed to
delivering a quality service that allows 
people to live independent and healthier
lives in their own surroundings among their
family and friends. Bluebird Care is an
approved provider for the HSE in County
Wicklow and South County Dublin under
the Home Care Package Scheme, this means
that they meet a uniform level of national
standards as set by the HSE.  Approved
providers are required to deliver standards
of care through QQI Level 5 trained staff
and to support defined  care plans.

Customers can choose their own care
company from the list of approved providers
in the area fol lowing the Home Care
Package assessment process.

Please call 0404-31177 or 01-2144066 for
more information on the services and assis-
tance available.

We’re all only human and at times it is all too easy to get bogged down
with life. It is often difficult to avoid feeling overwhelmed, in need of a

helping hand, some sound advice or guidance or even just a friendly ear to
talk into or a shoulder to lean on.  

Open Door is a charitable trust founded in 1984 and while based in Bray, the catchment area covers
North Wicklow and South County Dublin. The Centre provides facilities and activities for adults with
varying disabilities as a result of stroke, cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, motor neurone disease, spina
bifida and road accidents amongst others. Activities include art, music, computers, physiotherapy,
ceramics and woodwork. Open Door is a vital social outlet for its members and also provides much
needed support for carers and their families. Find out how Open Door can help you or someone you
know by calling 01 2867123 or drop in to the Centre on the Vevay Road, Bray, Monday to Friday, 9.00
am - 4.00 pm. 

While Open Door
is partly funded by
the HSE, funds must
be raised to cover
the deficit in order
to continue to pro-
vide the many thera-
peutic activities to
members of  the
community.  Visi t
www. opendoor. ie
for more informa-
tion on how you can
help support Open
Door.

Open Door Day Centre
This year Open Door is proud to celebrate 36 years of caring in the community and would
like to thank all its supporters for helping to make a difference to member’s lives. 
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Sinn Féin Social Protection spokesperson John Brady TD recently attended the SIPTU Stop67
Campaign launch and committed Sinn Féin’s support for the campaign. Deputy Brady said 
however that his party would go a step further and reduce the pension age back to 65. 
He said: “Sinn Féin is fully committed to this campaign and we have produced legislation in the
Dáil to stop the age hike and in government we will legislate to reverse it back to 65. That is
what Sinn Féin is committed to do. It is not acceptable to ask people to work on till their 66th
and 67th years.  It should be the unquestioned right of any 65-year-old to retire on the state 
pension if they so wish. At that age we will all have done our heavy lifting, worked hard, paid
our bills and our taxes to this state.”

Reach the MOST people for the LEAST money with Wicklow Times
For details of our amazing deals please call 01 2869111

DENTAL REPAIRS
• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE •

Hours: 9am-5pm Monday - Friday, 10am-2pm Saturday
Emergency No : 086 8260511

Tel: 01 276 2883
Email: infodentalcare@eircom.net

DENTAL CARE LTD
40 Main Street, Bray

ALLSHADES BLINDS
• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 

• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600

Tel: 085 217 7715. Aughrim, Co. Wicklow

• Fit & Balance
• Tire Puncture Quick Repair
• Service - break pads supply & fit

TIRE CENTRE
TIRE SALE

Killarney Road Businesses Park, Bray
James 0404 70109      Mobile: 085 7700542

Email: Dublinroofingandguttering@gmail.com

Tel: 087 610 9128

ANTO’S TREE
SERVICES
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

SELF-STORAGE
24hr access own door/key, 
Secure dry storage units 

various sizes. 
Suit house contents etc, 

reasonable rates.
ASHFORD AREA

Tel 086 259 1538

LBMP
Family Business since 2005

PROFESSIONAL GROUNDWORKS,
DEMOLITION, LANDSCAPING

& TREE SURGERY
CALL NOW FOR FREE, NO OBLIGATION, QUOTE:

083 333 0188

FREE QUOTATION
Phone David  on: 01 6213483 / 086 2709562

colourcoatdecorators@hotmail.com 
www.colourcoatdecorators.ie

APARTMENTS & HOUSES
• Handpainted Kitchen Units • Interior & Exterior
• Over 30yrs Experience • Registered Contractor
• 4th Generation Decorator • Full Referrals available
• Specialist Wallpaper Hanging

ARKLOW AREA
• Fully Insulated Units • Secure CCTV

Monitored site • Good Value Rates 
• Easy-Access

Mob. 086 8138860
www.pyramidstorage.ie

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

The corruption continues! The permission recently granted for the large development at Farrenkelly is, in
my opinion, illegal. This area is in the green belt of Kilcoole, as per the Regional Plan 1999. What did the
Green Party in particular, or any of the other councillors, do to stop it?

One other thing has come to my attention, Birdwatch Ireland have now decided to lock the door after the
horse has bolted. Where were they when I, for years, tried to protect a most important stretch of the coast,
starting at Kilcoole and going towards Wicklow? I tried to stop the dogs because there was a great array of
birds, flora and fauna. What have they done to stop the aeroplanes?

I am amazed at how this word, biodiversity, is all the craze now!

Charlie Keddy

P.S... How much less pollution does a gallon of petrol or diesel costing €50 generate, compared to a gallon
costing €10?

Consultants put forward
solutions to address hospital

capacity deficits
Hospital consultants recently appealed to Minister Harris during face-to-face talks to take
decisive action and immediately end consultant pay discrimination. 

Irish Hospital
Consultant Association
representatives, attending
the talks in January on
behalf of over 95% of
Ireland’s hospital consul-
tants, urged Minister
Harris to end the ongoing
consultant pay discrimina-
tion with immediate
effect, stating it would be
a ‘game-changer’ in
attracting consultants to
work in public hospitals.

In addition to ending
pay discrimination, the
IHCA has also called on
Minister Harris and Fine
Gael to: Open a further
800 public hospital beds
by end 2021 and bring
forward the delivery of
2,600 additional beds
promised under both the
HSE Capacity Review
2018 and the National
Development Plan from
the current target of 2030
to the more realistic date
of 2025; Introduce and
resource a maximum
waiting time of four hours
for patients presenting at
Emergency Departments
and other public hospital
assessment units to be
admitted to an inpatient
bed if required, dis-
charged home or trans-

ferred to a more appropri-
ate service; and  Introduce
and resource a maximum
waiting time of 18 weeks
following a GP referral
for a consultant outpatient
appointment and inpa-
tient/day-case public hos-
pital treatment. 

According to consul-
tants, there are currently
over 500 unfilled perma-
nent hospital consultant
posts across Ireland’s pub-
lic hospitals. These vacan-
cies are recognised as the
root cause of the long
waiting times now experi-
enced by patients. 

The IHCA said “In
October 2012, Fine Gael’s
then Minister for Health,
Dr James Reilly, took the
decision to slash the pay
of all hospital consultants
appointed after that date.
The decision to introduce
pay discrimination
between consultants
appointed before and after
October 2012 has created
a significant pay differ-
ence between consultants
undertaking the same
work in the same hospital
at the same time. 

“Over the past seven
years, hundreds of highly
trained specialist consul-

www.apexroof ingandgutter ing.com 
Emergency Call Out : 085 103 4237

Greystones Junction Buisiness Park, Greystones: 0404 78203
Sandyford Business Park, Dublin: 01 5536021

Roofing Repairs • Lead Roofs Repairs • Guttering 
• Flat Roofing • Upvc Fascia, Soffit • Skylights 

WWEE HHAAVVEE OOUURR OOWWNN QQUUAALLIIFFIIEEDD RROOOOFFEERRSS OONN HHAANNDD

All types of Roofing -  Flat Roofs Repaired and Replaced
All New Perspex Roofing - Retiling & Reslating

FULLY INSURED - 20 YEAR GUARANTEE WITH ALL WORK

tants have decided not to
practise in our public hos-
pitals and emigrated,
resulting in one-in-five of
all permanent hospital
consultant posts now
being unfilled. 

“Hospital consultants
assert that filling these
posts is essential to ensur-
ing that public hospitals,
across all specialties, have
enough hospital consul-
tants to properly staff
teams.

“If this was achieved, it
would ensure that patients
on waiting lists would get
timely access to a consul-
tant. In addition to filling
these posts, consultants
want a commitment to

introduce and resource
maximum waiting times
in our Emergency
Departments and for
patients referred for treat-
ment to a Consultant by
their GP. 

“Crucially, increased
bed capacity in our hospi-
tals is also essential to
ensuring patients receive
high quality, timely hospi-
tal care. Consultants
believe that the current
Government timeline of
2030 to deliver thousands
of additional beds which
are needed urgently must
be accelerated and fully
delivered during the life-
time of the next
Government.” 
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C LASSIFIED ADS & PLANNING / APPOINTMENTS
CALL 01 2869111 EMAIL: jennie@localtimes.ie
PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED ADS 
AND APPOINTMENTS IS 12 NOON FRIDAY

C LASSIFIED ADS & PLANNING / APPOINTMENTS

I hereby give notice of submission of
significant further information to
Wicklow County Council in relation 
to planning application 19/1064 for
Will iam Doyle who is applying 
for permission at Togher Beg,
Roundwood, Co. Wicklow for 
additional 6 detached dwellings to
development granted under Planning
Reference 19/27, connection to all
services, new road and footpath to
proposed dwellings and associate
works, wishes to state that 
significant further information or
revised plans, as appropriate, in 
relation to the application has been
furnished to the Planning Authority,
and is available for inspection 
or purchase at the offices of the
authority during its public opening
hours. A submission or observation in
relation to the further information or
revised plans may be made in writing
to the planning authority within the
period of 2 weeks beginning on the
date of receipt by the authority of the
revised newspaper and site notices. A
submission or observation must be
accompanied by the prescribed fee
within except in the case of a person
or body who has already made a
submission or observation.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
I, Desmond Strelzow seek
full planning permission
for the construction of a 2
car detached garage to be
built at 10 Millbank,
Killincarrig, Greystones, Co
Wicklow. The planning
application may be
inspected or purchased at
a fee not exceeding the
reasonable cost of making
a copy at the offices of
Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow
during its public opening
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to
the application may be
made to the authority in
writing on payment of 
the prescribed fee within
the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL

Trainee Telesales
Experienced Telesales

Attractive Package • Basic and Commission • Full time Position • Immediate Start

Please send your CV to:

Jennie Finane, Sales Manager, Wicklow Times
Tel: 01 286 9111 or email: jennie@localtimes.ie

New Year - New Career
Wicklow Times
have vacancies for 
the following 
positions:

THE MIRACULOUS PRAYER
Dear Heart of Jesus in the past I have asked for many
favours. This time I ask you this very special one.
(Mention request) Take it, dear Heart of Jesus and
place it within your broken Heart where your Father
sees it. Then, in his merciful eyes it will become your
favour not mine.  St Anthony and St Jude, helper of
the hopeless, aid me in my distress. Amen. Say this
prayer for three days. Promise publication and favour
will be granted. Never known to fail. 
E.C., B.C., M.D.

PLANNING • PLANNING  • PLANNING

Wicklow man is IWEA
Person of the Year

Almost 400 people from Ireland's largest renewable energy industry joined broadcaster and
commentator Ivan Yates at the second annual Irish Wind Energy Awards in Clontarf Castle,
Dublin, on Friday 24th January to celebrate another record-breaking year for the industry.  

The award for IWEA
Person f the Year went
to Paul Blount, Portfolio
Director at Coillte. The
IWEA person of  the
Year award is nominat-
ed by s taff  a t  IWEA.
Paul was chosen for his
outstanding contribution
to policy work in IWEA
through his  work on
various committees and
working groups and his
lead role  in  IWEA's
70by30 Report ,  the

vision to achieve 70%
renewable electricity by
2030. 

In a year when cli-
mate change has never
been more talked about,
wind energy has
emerged as  I re land 's
strongest defence - with
the Government's own
Climate Act ion Plan
placing wind at its heart
-  highlighting the elec-
tricity sector's potential
to save 8 million tonnes

more CO2 annually by
2030.

Almost  400 people
gathered in  Clontarf
Cast le  to  honour  the
men and women work-
ing in the wind industry
in Ireland, who are mak-
ing this climate defence
possible.

Dr David Connolly,
CEO of the Irish Wind
Energy Associat ion,
said: "Last year was a
pivotal  one for  I r ish
wind energy.  In  the
Climate Action Plan we
have, for the first time,
an all  of  Government
vision for how we can
decarbonise Ireland 's
electricity system.

"Wind energy provid-
ed a record-breaking 33
per  cent  of  I re land 's
electr ic i ty  in  2019
which is  one of  the
highest shares world-
wide - in fact third just

af ter  Denmark and
Uruguay.  I t  i s  a t  the
heart  of  the Climate
Action Plan with targets
set for 3.5 GW of off-
shore wind energy and
to double our onshore
wind generation capaci-
ty to more than 8 GW
by 2030.

"We know our indus-
try can deliver these tar-
gets. These awards cele-
brate  the men and
women working in the
wind industry who will
achieve them, who are
making possible
Ireland's fight against
climate change.

"Through their inno-
vation and determina-
tion, we are seeing huge
positive benefits - from
investment  in  local
communities, the thou-
sands of  people
employed in our indus-
t ry  and in  cheaper

wholesale  e lectr ic i ty
prices."

Winner  of  the
'Champion of
Renewables  Award '
Marie Donnelly, accept-
ing her award, explains
the importance of wind
energy for Ireland:

"It's a real honour for
me.  I  appreciate  the
recogni t ion that  this
award implies .  And I
think it's an indication
of  where we are  in
Ireland with the energy
transition. 

“We have made great
progress  and we are
now set to charge down
the path of success here
in Ireland. Renewable 
energy has come of age.
The technology has
matured and found its
own place, costs have
come down and eff i -
c iency is  there .  The
reality of a carbon free
system is in place."

David Connolly, IWEA, with winner, Paul Blount of Coillte. 
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