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NORTH EDITION DELIVERED TO HOMES & BUSINESSES IN: SHANKILL, ENNISKERRY, BRAY, GREYSTONES, DELGANY, KILCOOLE, NEWCASTLE, KILQUADE, ASHFORD, KILPEDDER, NEWTOWNMOUNTKENNEDY, KILMACANOGUE, LARAGH, MONEYSTOWN, ROUNDWOOD.
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Pictured: Nursing Studies & Midwifery students Nicola Vanbeck Courser, Teighlour Fegan, and
Courteney Giltrap at the BIFE Open Day last Friday.  

Charlesland Park, Charlesland Nursery,
Orahova Montessori, Shoreline,

Greystones

Contact Rita Byrne:
01 287 0719 / 086 864 4145

E: info@charleslandmontessori.com

Est over 20 years

• Babies • Toddlers • Montessori
• Breakfast & Afterschool Club • Large

Enclosed Gardens • HSE Approved 
& Insured • Trained & Caring Staff

Limited Availability

Limited E.C.C.E places for Sept 2019

Ages
6 M

onths 

to 13 Years

WISHING EVERYONE
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Councillors have called for better investment in Wicklow
transport and business after being presented with the results
of the Wicklow Commuter Survey last week.

Almost 7,000 people
completed the survey, and
it found that a third of Co.
Wicklow commuters
would consider a lower
salary if that meant not
having to commute out-
side the county. Wicklow
County Council hopes the
survey results, which
demonstrate a large daily
exodus of a high-skilled
workforce, will make the
case to the IDA and
Enterprise Ireland that
County Wicklow merits
more investment.

Approximately 66,000
County Wicklow 
residents regularly com-
mute. Almost 26,000 Co.
Wicklow residents are
working outside the coun-
ty, the majority of them

Third Level educated.
This compares to just
over 8,000 commuters
coming into the county.
Bray (14,873) and
Wicklow Town (13,768)
are the biggest sources of
County Wicklow com-
muters to work. 

About three quarters of
respondents reported that
they were either 'unhappy'
or 'very unhappy' with
their commute for work;
while only 8% said they
were 'happy' or 'very
happy' with their com-
mute. The survey found
that compared to the
whole country, those who
commute to work from
County Wicklow are
more likely to travel for
over half an hour and

much more likely to trav-
el for over an hour.

"Sitting in a car for that
length of time is bad for
your health on a number
of fronts," said Cllr John
Ryan. "From a family
point of view, you're
away from your family
and away from things you
want to do. There are
crashes every business
day on the N11 and there
is also the environmental
impact." 

Responding to the sur-
vey results at last week's
council meeting,
Cathaoirleach Pat Vance
said "we had a previous
commuter survey a num-
ber of years ago, this is
similar, what it really
means is we need to get

employment in County
Wicklow and that's the
only way of reversing the
trends we see on it at the
moment and it's up to our-
selves and IDA to bring
employment into the
County Wicklow area.
That's the only way we'll
solve this problem."   

Cllr Mary Kavanagh
called for the Council to
"actively pursue large
investment in the county",
while Cllr Dermot 'Daisy'
O'Brien said that the 
survey results presented a
challenge back to the
Council.  

Cllr Joe Behan said
"The fact that so many
people took part in the
survey means it is essen-
tial that we don't just
leave it there, that this
becomes the beginning of
a process that will lead on
to improvements for those
people who completed the
survey and those who
didn't."

Green Party councillor

Steven Matthews said Co.
Wicklow had been "left
behind" in terms of trans-
port and he called for the
DART to be extended to
Wicklow Town.

"When you look at the
transport plan in 2015 it
was all the north and west
of the country and very
little for the south and
south-east despite huge
commuter numbers com-
ing from there. There's a
plan for rail electrification
to Drogheda and
Maynooth and Wicklow
was left behind, we need
a DART extension to
Wicklow; it's the same
distance out to those
places from Dublin as it is
to Wicklow, and
Wicklow town and Bray
are considered large pop-
ulation growth centres. I
really think we should
look for a feasibility
study for rail electrifica-
tion to Wicklow."

Continues on Page 3

WICKLOW ‘LEFT BEHIND’
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Pictured: Sadie Doyle and Charlie Kinsella at the Avoca Senior Citizens
Annual Dinner which was held  at the Woodenbridge Hotel. 

Tel: 286 5057 Fax: 201 4335 www.acmeblinds.com
email: bray@acmeblinds.com 

*12 Month Guarantee on ALL Blinds* 

BRAY
Vevay Rd, Bray

• Free Fitting
• Free Measuring 

Service 
• Free In Home 

Advice & Design 
Service 

• No Obligation 
Quote

What’s Happening...

Mary Delaney of the Avoca Senior Citizens makes a presentation to
Miley Doyle of the Wicklow County Council Recycle Centre in 
appreciation of his 10 years of fundraising for the Avoca Senior Citizens
Annual Dinner which was held  at the Woodenbridge Hotel.  

Pictured: John Mulqueen from Wicklow Lions presents 1st prize to Ethna Neiland, Pauline
Carton Tina and Joe Neiland  - the outright winners of the Wicklow and District Lions quiz
which was held in Wicklow Golf Club in aid of Wicklow Cancer Support, Wicklow Male Voice
Choir and Wicklow ICA.

How well do you know the classics? Do you know your 'Crime
and Punishment' from your 'Pride and Prejudice'? What can a
budding writer learn from the great writers? And was Mark
Twain right when he defined a classic book as 'something that
everybody wants read and nobody wants to read'?  

Throughout 2019 the great works of authors as varied as Jane Austen and
James Joyce, Dickens and Dostoevsky, the Brontës and Crason McCullers
will be discussed.  Sessions  which will take place  from 11am to 12pm on
the last Monday of the  month in Bray Library, Eglinton Road, Bray,
chaired by award-winner writer and creative  writing tutor David Butler,
whose most recent novel, 'City of Dis' published by New Island, was short-
listed for the Irish Novel of the Year, 2015. Free but booking required - call
01-2862600 to reserve a place.

"We will be offering a
free Initial Safety &
Training Consultation
with one of our team to
help you assess your
safety & training needs
for your organisation
for 2019 - Register at
Reception upon Arrival.

We are also asking
everyone coming along
to register & donate €5
euro to our charities of
the day, all  monies
received through the
Booking system or on
the Day will be split
between Arklow Cancer

Invictus:  A Passion
Bray and Wicklow Choral Societies will be taking
part in the Irish premiere of Howard Goodall's new
sacred oratorio, 'Invictus: A Passion', in Church of
the Holy Redeemer,  Bray; on 10th February, at
8:00 p.m. This is an event of national and European
significance. Musical Director is  Frank Kelly. The
ConTempo Quartet and Degani Ensemble,  led by
Alan Smale. Soloists:  Joan O'Malley and Ross
Scanlon. Tickets, €15,  available from Eventbrite
or at the door.

Memory Lane Music Group 
The Memory Lane Music Group meets each Friday
morning in St. Patrick's Parish Centre,  Church
Road, Greystones, from  11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
This weekly group is for people with Alzheimer's
and/or their carers. Singing is not only an enjoyable
activity, it can also provide a way for people with
dementia,  and their carers,  to socialise.
They can express themselves and meet up with oth-
ers in a fun and supportive group. Details from
Fiona Lang,  086 8455256,  and/or Michael Fisher,
087 9833931.

Bray Tidy Towns cleanup 
Join Bray Tidy Towns on Saturday 2nd February at
the Albert Walk in Bray at 10:30am for a New Year
weeding and clean-up. All are welcome to take
part. 

Music enhances imagery and mental visualisation is a
part of our consciousness. 

Come along as a group of talented young people bring a celebration of
music to The Whale Theatre in Greystones on 27th January. Composers 
featured include Beethoven, Debussy, Grieg, Faure, Shostakovich,
Bernstein, Philip Martin and others. Special Guests:  Ann Macken on flute;
Tim Doyle on violin. 

4:00 p.m. Doors open 3:30 p.m. Tickets €15/€5. Check out full details
for this special Whale Theatre event on www.WhaleTheatre.ie.

'Rereading the Classics'
in Bray Library

ASL Open Day in aid of Arklow
Cancer Support and RNLI 

ASL Safety & Training in Arklow are having an Open Day on
Jan 25th from 10am to 4pm at their New Training Centre in
the Kish Business Park, Arklow to celebrate their 5th
Birthday. 

Support & Arklow
RNLI." 

You can register for
the event at
www.aslsafety.com.

Celebration of Music: Piano
Class of Svetlana Rudenko

Lollipop Day
involves thousands of
people selling lollipops
(€2) nationwide, in an
effort to raise vital
funds for the
Oesophageal Cancer
Fund.  Without the gen-
erosity and support
from volunteers, the
OCF would not be able

to provide the vital role
it  does in terms of
awareness, research and
better outcomes for
patients and their fami-
lies with this cancer in
Ireland.

If you have a few
hours to spare on
Friday, 1st and
Saturday, 2nd of March,

pop down on your own
or with friends, have
some fun and help the
OCF. For more infor-
mation on Lollipop
Day; to volunteer, to
make a donation, go to
www.lollipopday.ie or
to volunteer in Wicklow
call Anne Cantrell on
086 454 2713.

Volunteers needed in Wicklow
for Lollipop Day

The Oesophageal Cancer Fund (OCF) needs your help this
March.  For the 18th annual Lollipop Day, the OCF is calling
for volunteers in Wicklow on Friday, 1st and Saturday, 2nd of
March to help raise vital funds for oesophageal cancer.

FREE ESTIMATES • FREE MEASURING 
NO OBLIGATION BEST PRICES

• Old carpets/flooring can be uplifted & removed 
with prior agreement. 

• Furniture can be moved and replaced when 
necessary. 

• Waste from your new carpets can be made 
into mats at no extra charge.

Main Wicklow suppliers for BALTERIO Flooring

Wicklow’s 
Only 

Dedicated
Floors 

& Carpets
Showroom

Tom and 
Caroline have 

25 years 
experience

between them in
the flooring and
carpet business. 

family run business

Stairs
& Landings

Carpet Specials

SEE IN STORE

Our floor and carpet fitters are employed by Floors
Direct and are fully qualified and experienced 

in all aspects of floor and carpet fitting.

5 The Egan Business Centre 
Dargle Road Bray 

Shop: 01 2765586  Tom: 086 8092065
Caroline: 087 1211639

COAL, FIREWOOD, GAS AND
MORE FUEL PRODUCTS ONLINE
Delivering in Dublin and East Wicklow: Bray,
Greystones, Enniskerry, Roundwood, Ashford,

Rathnew, Wicklow and Arklow.

✔ Best Priced Fuels ✔ Placed into Bunker
1850 336 699 / 0404 67027

sales@staffordclarke.ie

Delivered Straight to Your DOOR
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IT'S A GIRL!
Local TD and Minister for Health, Simon Harris, and his wife Caoimhe have welcomed their first
child, a baby girl born last Thursday in Holles Street Maternity Hospital. The delivery was by C
Section and mother and baby are doing well.
Speaking to Wicklow Times on Friday morning Simon said they hadn't decided on a name as
they were convinced it was going to be a boy and they had chosen the name Conor. However, very
soon after he took to Instagram to share the news that they had decided on the name Saoirse for
their 8lb 11ounce bundle of joy.
He called being a father his "most important job" and added "So happy. Who knew you could be
so bowled over and blown away." 
Simon Harris married Caoimhe Wade in July 2017. Caoimhe who is from Courteencurragh, Gorey,
is a cardiac nurse at the Children's Heart Centre at Our Lady's Hospital, Crumlin in Dublin.

BRAY INSTITUTE OF  FURTHER EDUCATION

Tel: 282 9668  www.bife.ie
BIFE - Dedicated, Professional, Passionate

• Certified by the IPU (Irish 
Pharmaceutical Union)

• Last few places available
• 10 Week Course
• Fridays Only 

(10am to 3pm)
• Starting 15th Feb
• Cost €500

MEDICAL COUNTER
ASSISTANT COURSE

WICKLOW ‘LEFT BEHIND’
Continued from Page 1

Cllr Derek Mitchell (FG) said "The National Transport Plan provides a very good transport service to Bray,
but south of that it provides a worse service, and the recent changes to the railway timetable have increased the
journey time by 20% from Dublin to Greystones and similar amounts to Wicklow and Arklow. Clearly people
are looking for a shorter journey, but the National Transport Plan as it's being implemented will provide the 
people with a longer journey which is exactly what people don't want. 

"It's essential that the NTA deal with the fact that making public transport worse will put people in cars and
therefore you need another solution like express buses.

"The most remarkable point about public transport in County Wicklow is that the rail line south of Greystones
is almost totally empty at rush hour, there is one train at rush hour which is a very short train. What is needed is
for the staff in the NTA, Irish Rail and bus companies to put forward a proper plan for serving the county and
that hasn't been done."

News emerged over
the weekend before last
Monday's meeting that
the Japanese company
behind the proposal,
Hitachi, were likely to
abandon the project.
However several coun-
cillors were keen that
the Council make a sub-
mission regardless
before the consultation
phase ends on 26th
January.   

Cllr Tom Fortune
(Ind), who put the mat-
ter on the meeting's
agenda, said "we need to
put in a combined sub-
mission; this is one of
the most serious issues
facing the county for
many years. The UK
Government identified
up to eight locations for
construction of nuclear

plants by 2025, and five
of these will be built on
what they describe as
the Irish Sea coast." Cllr
Fortune expressed his
concerns about prevail-
ing winds carrying fall-
out and radioactive con-
taminants from routine
operations or accidental
releases. He stressed the
need to convene a meet-
ing with a view to mak-
ing a joint submission
expressing the Council's
opposition to the devel-
opment.  "We need to sit
down collectively; this
could have massive
implications, if not for
us then perhaps for our
children or grandchil-
dren. If we as a body
don't react to this and
don't put in a substantial
submission on it, I don't

think we're behaving
properly." 

Cllr Steven Matthews
(Green Party) agreed,
saying it was not known
if another developer
would step in. "Cllr
Fortune is right to raise
this matter; it's a serious
matter potentially. It
looks like the developer
is going to pull out of it.
However, I  think the
proposal is still live in
that another developer
could step in."  

Cllr Irene Winters also
expressed her preference
for a joint Council sub-
mission as opposed to
individual councillors
making submissions. On
the potential threat of
prevailing winds she
said "Fallout from the
Fukishima disaster made

it as far as Alaska on the
ocean currents.  The
water could bring it here
even if the wind doesn't.
Fracking also takes
place in the UK and
there have been links
between fracking and
small earthquakes. The
last thing we need with a
nuclear reactor is an
earthquake so it would
be extremely important
we make a submission."  

Cllr Jennifer
Whitmore was also
undeterred by news of
Hitachi walking away,
saying that "we need to
get our opinion on this
on the record. We are a
council in Wicklow and
we have a moral respon-
sibility to the people of
Wicklow to make our
opinions known."  

Councillors voted 17 to 4 to dispose of the land, which has a valuation of €388,000, without the conditions
that Cllr Cullen wanted to include to "safeguard the land into the future".  

Cllr Cullen wanted to include a caveat in the disposal which instructed that "at any future date, if these lands
that we're now transferring ownership of to the Department are to be sold in full or part, that they would first
have to come back for approval from the elected council; this would be to safeguard the long-term future of the
woods and prevent them from being sold off at some future date."

Cllr Cullen clarified that "I'm not saying that's the intention of this particular proposal as it stands", but
explained that "It is a large public park and widely used and if we sign away any control on it now, the public
will have no further say in it." 

The DCHG told Wicklow Times that the National Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS) will be assuming formal
ownership of the property.

"The decision by WCC to dispose was a follow-through on a long-standing agreement and contract of sale
from 1995 with the NPWS," the Department explained. 

"There were a number of covenants and technical legal issues which delayed the formal conclusion of the 
contract.  These have only recently been resolved with the Chief State Solicitors Office (CSSO) and WCC.

"Since 1999, with the agreement of WCC, the NPWS had assumed responsibility for the management and
maintenance of the woodland site while these legal issues were being resolved. The decision by WCC has 
simply cleared the way for the final transfer to NPWS and we will continue to manage, preserve, protect and
develop the site as we have over the past 20 years. 

"In this context, since we took occupation of and responsibility for the day-to-day management of the site in
1999 we have provided walking trails, bridges, boardwalks, car parking, carried out invasive species control and
improved the Derry River to provide Salmon spawning areas, etc." 

COUNCIL TO MAKE
VIEWS KNOWN ON

WALES NUCLEAR PLANT 
The proposed Nuclear Power Plant in Anglesey, North Wales, and its poten-
tial impact on the East Coast of Ireland and Co. Wicklow in particular, was
further discussed at last week's meeting of Wicklow County Council.   

Tomnafinnogue Wood
sold without 'safeguards' 

Councillors last week voted to dispose of approximately 165 acres of Tomnafinnogue
Wood, Shillelagh, to the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG),
in a move that left West Wicklow Cathaoirleach Tommy Cullen concerned about the
long-term future of the land.
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Christmas was extra special this year for Bray Credit Union members who won the December Car draw and cash 
prizes - three brand new cars and €4,500 in cash prizes. Driving away with a new car were winners Elizabeth Kane, Tara
Canavan and Taylor Butler. Cash prizes were won by: Pauline O'Brien, Linda Pluck, Jason Byrne, Ann Murphy and Ian
Dutton.
So, don't delay, join Bray Credit Union today and sign up for their monthly car draw for less than €1 per week at
www.braycu.ie; Membership of BCU is open to those living or working from Kilternan to Ashford Enniskerry, the Sallygap,
Roundwood and Glendalough.
Pictured are: Elizabeth Kane and Tara Canavan at Fitzpatrick Motors, Bray.

Rory P. Benville B.C.L.

Brian Robinson B.B.L.S., L.L.M.

Eilish Bradshaw B.A., L.L.B, L.L.M.

Clare-Ann Temple L.L.B.

Riverview House
Seapoint Road,
Bray, Co. Wicklow

Accidents / Personal Injuries Claims
Wills, Probate & Estate Planning

Conveyancing / Probate Law
General Litigation

*In contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges as a percentage or proportion of any award or settlement

Tel: 01 276 1330  Fax: 01 276 1336
Web: www.benvillerobinson.com
E-mail: info@benvillerobinson.com

not hesitate to
Contact Rory,

Brian, Eilish or
Clare-Ann

For professional, confidential and expert legal advice, please do

The selection conven-
tion, chaired by ex-sen-
ator, Donie Cassidy, was
attended by both
Wicklow Fianna Fail
TDs, Pat Casey and
Stephen Donnelly.

Walsh was proposed
alongside Malachai
Duddy and following an
election, Walsh was
selected. 

Walsh grew up in
Bray and has been
Fianna Fail local repre-
sentative for the past
year and is active in a
number of community
init iatives,  including
Five Loaves and has
recently become
involved with Bray First
Responders.  He is  a
nephew of former
Fianna Fáil  TD, Joe
Behan. Chris pledges, if

elected, "to make efforts
to get traffic moving
more smoothly through
Bray and to restore the
commercial life of the
town. I  will  work to
make sure the
Florentine Centre is
fully developed and
marketed to help restore
Bray's fortunes."

He believes passion-
ately in sport, and hav-
ing played for St Fergals
as a child, would like to
continue the work start-
ed by Cllr Vance and
Deputy Stephen
Donnelly in securing a
sports complex for
North County Wicklow. 

His other priorities, he
says,  are;  Travel to
Dublin for commuters;
Promoting cultural
diversity in the town

and fully integrating the
'New Irish'; and devel-
oping the tourism and
hospitality potential of
Bray. 

I t  was an eventful
meeting as veteran local
polit ician,  Cllr  Pat
Vance announced his
retirement from local
politics. Vance, who is
currently Cathaoirleach
of Wicklow County
Council  and Bray
Municipal District
Council has held a num-
ber of high profile posi-
t ions in his 35-year
career (this is the third
time that he has chaired
the Council).  He has
served on Bray Urban
District Council, Bray
VEC and many other
public bodies.  

WALSH SELECTED
TO RUN...VANCE

TO RETIRE 

Green Party Councillor Steven Matthews has welcomed the news that agreement has been
reached on coastal protection works at the old Bray dump site north of the Harbour.
Councillor Matthews described the news as 'positive for Bray and our coastal environment.'

Cllr Pat Vance, Elaine willis, Stephen Donnelly T.D, Chris Walsh, Anne Gregory, Donie Cassidy and
Pat Casey TD at the Fianna Fail meeting in Bray last week.  

At a meeting of Fianna Fail held in Bray last Wednesday
Chris Walsh was selected to represent Fianna Fail in the
upcoming May Local Elections. 

Coastal protection works to
go ahead at old dump site

Councillor Matthews said, "The dump is a legacy
landfill site utilised by Bray up to the late 1960s and pre-
dates proper waste management and standards for land-
fill sites. In recent years there has been constant erosion
at the site and decades of old waste has been exposed
and ended up in the sea. With sea level rise, higher tides,
storm surges and erosive run-off from increased rainfall
the entire dump would eventually end up in the sea if
protection was not put in place.

"I have been concerned for many years at the environ-
mental impact of this site and have been continuously
working with my Green Party colleague in Dun
Laoghaire Rathdown, Cllr Ossian Smyth to have protec-
tion measures put in place. I expect that Wicklow and
Dun Laoghaire will now immediately proceed to detailed
design and then construction of coastal defences.

"I would also see this as an opportunity to include a
coastal path and cycle way to eventually join Bray with
Shanganagh parklands."

Cllr Steven Matthews at the old Bray dump

Wicklow Garda High Court
action continues

The High Court challenge taken by Glenealy's Assistant Garda
Commissioner Fintan Fanning in an attempt to overturn his suspension
from duty, will take place this week after a week's adjournment. 

Mr Fanning claims his suspension is unlawful and unfair. He wants his suspension lifted pending an inves-
tigation by the Garda Siochana Ombudsman Commission, and also seeks to have orders restraining the
Commissioner communicating what he says is false information about him, and directing the Commissioner
to co-operate with the GSOC investigation. 

He is also claiming damages.
Assistant Commissioner Fanning, who has been a Garda for 38 years, was suspended by Garda

Commissioner Drew Harris earlier this month pending a GSOC investigation into allegations of 'Misconduct
in Public Office' made against him. 

Fanning described the suspension as bizarre and claims that no procedures were followed. He says that as
he is due to retire next August, the decision to suspend him can be equated to a dismissal and an end to his
career. 
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Pictured are Art, Craft and Design students, Shona Doyle and Laura Setlere at the BIFE Open
Day in Bray  last Friday.

Speaking at last week's meet-
ing of Wicklow County Council,
Cllr Whitmore said "we are a
commuter county, but we need to
try to minimize that as much as
we can." 

The survey report states that
"respondents were receptive to
the idea of remote working, with
48% saying that they would be
likely or very likely to consider
working from an e-hub or tele-
working location in County
Wicklow." 

Speaking after last  week's
meeting, Cllr. Whitmore said
"This is a very significant finding
and I believe that WCC should
prioritise and facilitate the devel-
opment of co-working hubs.
Hubs would allow some com-
muters to 'work from home', and
this would ease the pressure on
our public transport and road net-
work. It would mean a reduced
carbon footprint for people. It
would give families a much bet-
ter work-life balance and allow
people the time to spend with
their families or contribute to
their communities. I also believe
that it would be a game changer
for our towns and villages, as it
would mean that people would
be working, lunching and shop-
ping in their towns again. And, of
course, this would revitalise our
local economies. This really is a

win-win situation.
"However, it is important to

provide the right kind of facili-
ties in a co-working space in
order to make it attractive to
commuters.  It  would need to
have tele- and video-conferenc-
ing facilities, meeting rooms and
canteen area. Preferably it would
be in a central location, near pub-
lic transport.

"I also believe that a creche
facility should be provided to
encourage and facilitate parents,
mainly women, to return to the
workforce.  A drop-in creche
would be the best model in my
opinion, as it would provide flex-
ibility for parents and would
mean that they could even just
use the hub to hold a meeting,
whilst  their  child was being
minded elsewhere in the build-
ing. This would be the first time
this approach has been used, and
I think it is this kind of innova-
tive service that would ensure the
success of the hub."

Cllr Whitmore continued "I
have previously developed a pro-
posal in relation to the building
of these co-working hubs across
the county and have had discus-
sions with WCC about the possi-
bil i ty of gett ing funding for
them. Hopefully, the work done
as part of this survey will provide
the evidence required to success-

fully get government funding for
these important facilities."

Speaking about West Wicklow,
Cllr Edward Timmins said "co-
working space interests me in the
west of the county, as we don't
have a train network. 

“Wicklow's high commuter
numbers puts us is in a position
to demand investment." 

Cllr Timmins suggested the old
Courthouse in Baltinglass as one
option for a co-working space.
"It's right bang in the centre of
town which is the best place to
have it and there's ample parking
nearby as well ,"  he said.  "I
would urge that, given the statis-
tics that we can now present,
Wicklow should be in a strong
position to look for investment in
co-working."

Speaking at last week's meet-
ing, Chief Executive Frak Curran
said there will be "state-of-the-
art co-working as part of the
Arklow core project in the
Courthouse in Arklow so we'll
have to set  i t  up as a model.
There's  a private operator in
Wicklow town and Enterprise
Park in Wicklow Town, but we
need them in other towns as well,
there's grants with Enterprise
Ireland competitive fund and
urban regeneration fund so we'll
have a look at in terms of Bray,
Greystones and Blessington." 

Calls for co-working hubs
as half of commuters

want to stay in Wicklow 
Social Democrats Candidate for Wicklow, Cllr. Jennifer Whitmore has called
on Wicklow County Council to prioritise the development of co-working
hubs across Wicklow county, following the publishing of the results of the
Council's commuting survey.

Deputy Donnelly was
commenting following
the Joint Health
Committee Meeting
which heard from the
National Paediatric
Hospital Development
Board. The Board
addressed reports that
the construction costs
are expected to exceed
€1.4 billion.

Deputy Donnelly
explained, "Per bed the
new Children's Hospital
will now be twice as
expensive as the second
most expensive hospital
in the world.  That
proves the Board has
failed completely and
catastrophically to man-
age this project finan-
cially. I was astounded
to find out at the Health
Committee meeting that
there has been zero
accountability for any
mistakes made.

"The original build-
ing cost quoted by con-
struction firm BAM in
their winning tender bid
in 2016 was 637 mil-
lion.  Three years later
the price has risen to
more than a billion euro
and what are we getting
for that?  Not a single
extra bed.  Not a single
piece of equipment. Not
a single staff  salary
paid. Instead we have a
building project that
has gone wildly over
budget.

"As usual i t  is  the

patients who will suffer.
This reckless spending
is going to have a 
drastic knock-on effect
on our entire health
system, draining funds
from other badly need-
ed projects.  The com-
plete mismanagement
of the whole situation is
a damning indictment
of a Government that
has lost control of the
country's health care.

"I believe further
questions need to be
answered by the Health
Minister,  with whom
the buck stops.  Of
course we need a
National Children's
Hospital, but the tax-
payer and indeed ser-
vice users need to know
that they are getting the
best value and quality
for their money," con-
cluded Deputy
Donnelly.

Social Democrat, Cllr
Jennifer Whitmore said
"I really don't  know
how the spiralling costs
of the NCH have come
as a surprise to any
public representative to
be honest. Cost increas-
es were identified as a
risk with this hospital
by the 'Connolly for
Kids'  group back in
2015. In fact, they pre-
dicted that the final cost
of the hospital would
be circa €2bn, primari-
ly due to difficulties
building on such a

small, city-centre site,
and it very much looks
like their predictions
were correct. 

"I have been a long-
term critic of the deci-
sion to locate the NCH
at St. James's Hospital
and campaigned with
the 'Connolly for Kids'
group to try to get the
decision to build at
James's reversed. I
always felt that it was
the wrong location for a
number of reasons.
These include fears
around sick children
getting stuck in traffic
jams when trying to
access care; a lack of
space for the hospital to
grow; a lack of green
space for patients; and
the fact that this hospi-
tal  is  unable to take
coastguard helicopters.
Best practise would
dictate that the NCH
will be co-located with
a maternity hospital,
and yet plans for a
maternity hospital at
this site have yet to be
finalised. 

"I also have concerns
for the children of
Wicklow, as the NCH
at St.  James's will
become the Accident
and Emergency hospital
for all  children in
Wicklow. Tallaght
Children's will  be
downgraded to an
urgent care centre,
which will  only deal

with non-emergency
cases and will be a day-
time facil i ty.  This
means that a child in
Arklow, for example,
will  have to travel
80kms and drive into
the centre of a major
city to access emergen-
cy care.  This is  not
good enough and I have
serious concerns about
the implications of this.
In 2016, I  brought 
forward a motion in
Wicklow County
Council that we write
to Minister Harris to
request that he reverse
the decision to build at
St. James's and instead
locate the hospital in
Blanchardstown, off the
M50. Unfortunately, I
did not get enough 
support at that time to
win the vote.”  

Cllr  Whitmore 
continued "Fast 
forward to 2019, and
we are now facing the
reality of the concerns
that were raised years
ago by myself  and
thousands of other 
people across the coun-
try. There needs to be
accountabili ty as to
how the decision to
locate the hospital at St.
James's was made, and
someone must be
answerable to the
wastage of tax payers
money on a hospital
built  in the wrong 
location."

'SPIRALLING COST OF
NATIONAL CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL A DISGRACE'

Fianna Fáil spokesperson on Health, Stephen Donnelly TD, has 
heavily criticised the overruns on the National Children's Hospital,
and expressed disbelief that no one has been held accountable, despite
the fact that the cost of the project has more than doubled from its
original price tag.
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If you want to get your message through 500
letterboxes or 44,500 letterboxes, Wicklow Times 

Leaflet Delivery has you covered - from one 
estate to the entire County - at unbeatable rates!

(almost)

If you want to get your message through 500
letterboxes or 44,500 letterboxes, Wicklow Times 

Leaflet Delivery has you covered - from one 
estate to the entire County - at unbeatable rates!



MDL Park, Croghan Ind. Estate, Emoclew Road, Arklow, Y14 NH7. Tel: 0402 32352

Event Hours:
Mon-Sat 9am-6pm
Sunday 1pm-5pm

FINAL DISCOUNTS 
ENDS SUN 27th JAN AT 5pm
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St Saviour's N.S.
Rathdrum scooped top
prize last week in the
competition run by the
Irish Wildlife Trust with
their entry which focused
on the work the school
has been doing to protect
animal habitats.

Deputy Donnelly said,
"The children have really
made a huge difference to
their local environment.
They've been extremely
creative and dedicated
countless hours to inge-
nious ideas like bat

boxes, bug hotels and
hedgehog homes. They've
also spent a lot of time
cleaning up litter and
improving recycling
facilities on the school
grounds. "

The winning projects,
displayed on the Website
of the Irish Wildlife
Trust, were chosen by
public vote. Rathdrum
got 7,836 votes earning
them the top spot, fol-
lowed by St Colman's
Community College in
Middleton in Co Cork

which got 3,726 and
Gaelscoil Charraig Uí
Leighin in Dublin that got
3,258 votes.

Stephen Donnelly
added, "I'm delighted that
the pupils are getting pos-
itive reinforcement like
this.  It  gives them
incredible feedback 
proving how worthwhile
their efforts are.

"In many ways children
are far more progressive
when it comes to environ-
mental issues than adults.
Those of us who grew up

RRAATTHHDDRRUUMM  PPUUPPIILLSS  
WWIINN  BBIIOODDIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  

CCOOMMPPEETTIITTIIOONN  

Men's Sheds to 
benefit from funding 

Fianna Fáil TD Stephen Donnelly has congratulated Rathdrum school children
who've been crowned the winners of a nationwide biodiversity competition.

in a pre-recycling era
aren't as conscious of our
personal impact on the
world around us.  That is
something we need to re-
educate ourselves about,
of course.  But children
now have the opportunity
to make environmental
awareness a normal part
of their everyday lives.
Hopefully it will become
an innate skill which they
can pass down to their
own children, making all
our futures brighter."

In Wicklow, men's sheds
to receive funding are;
Arklow  €1,591.00 for
Tools and projects; Avoca
€1,200 for facilities for
cookery lessons, wood-
work training skills and
improve electricity appli-
ances; Baltinglass €1,400
for door electricity and
hand basin, Blessington
€1,200 for workshop
equipment and computer,
Greystones €1,400 for
upgrade facilities 
with heating, and
Newtownmountkennedy
and Newcastle €1,900 for
polly tunnel and log split-
ter. Rathnew got €2,200
for shed and saw,
Roundwood €2,000 for
renovating shed, Shelton
Abbey €1,500 for power
tools, cameras and nesting
boxes, Tinahely €1,300
for polly tunnel, and
Wicklow €1700 for PC
workstation, computer and
software.

These funds will go
directly to the Men's
Shed's to enable individual
Shed's to update their
facilities by purchasing
equipment or by carrying
out minor works to
improve their shed.

Speaking on the
announcement, Minister
Andrew Doyle said,
"Men's Sheds have Pat Cronin of the Vale of Avoca Men's Shed 

A number of Men's Sheds organisations in Co. Wicklow have been approved for funding
totalling €14,600 from the Department of Rural and Community Development. In total 310
Men's Sheds across the country are to receivce funding, 11 of which are based in Co. Wicklow.  

become a vital part many
towns and villages here in
Wicklow, by providing a
safe, comfortable and
inclusive environment
where men of all ages can
share their skills and con-
nect with their communi-
ties through the projects
they work on. They are a
great example of a positive
community based organi-
sation that promotes good
citizenship through good
work.

_Minister Doyle added,
"The Men's Shed is a
unique organisation which
combines community edu-
cation and health promot-
ing activities to enhance
the wellbeing of its mem-
bers. I want to commend

the work that is being done
by so many Men's Shed
organisations locally
across Wicklow and posi-
tive impact the organiza-
tion has on its members." 

Elaine Willis, Fianna
Fáil election Candidate for
Greystones, said  "It gives
me great pleasure to have
worked with Men's Sheds
throughout County
Wicklow and I have seen
first-hand the wonderful
work they do, from making
garden furniture, school
benches, growing fruit and
vegetables, doing
Computer Courses and the
many other wonderful
things they do.They 
frequently do exhibitions
of their own work. They

get involved in St Patrick's
Day Parades, Christmas
Festivities and much more.

"This organisation has
grown from strength to
strength and if you want to
drop in to your local Men's
Shed for a chat and a cup
of tea, everyone is 
welcome.  They are an
integral part of our com-
munities and I hope they
continue to grow.  Men of
all ages are very welcome
and opening hours vary in
each Shed.  

"Don't be shy, pop into
your local Men's Shed and
see how you can get
involved, maybe you have
a skill that you would like
to share with very willing
participants.” 

BEAT 
THE 
BIG 
FREEZE

BEAT 
THE 
BIG 
FREEZE
www.ultimaoil.ie | E: info@ultimaoil.ie | Freephone 1800 202 377 | T: 01 2810566 

NORTH WICKLOW | SOUTH DUBLIN
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT OIL COMPANY

THE ONE STOP DRIVE IN FUEL DEPOT AT KILPEDDER GARAGE

SUPPLIERS OF TOP QUALITY

• AGENTS FOR FLOGAS  
AND STAR GAS

• KEROSENE AVAILABLE AT   
KILPEDDER GARAGE 7 DAYS A WEEK

• HEATING OIL • COAL
• BOTTLE GAS 
• LUBRICANTS

FOR KEENEST PRICES ON HEATING OIL & COAL CALL

ULTIMA OIL
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Isla 3.2.1. Set & Chair WAS €2485
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THE Furniture

FREE DELIVERY | FREE ASSEMBLY | FREE RECYCLING OF BEDS/ MATTRESSES/ AND SOFAS
DISCOUNT ON ALL STOCK MANY HALF PRICE DISPLAYS SALE NOW ON

Palermo Leather reclining 3-2-1 WAS €4535

Marseille Corner Group WAS €3495

NOW

€2300 The Panzano 3-1-1 WAS €4425
NOW

€2995

NOW

€3885

-

NOW

€1885

Pictures for display purposes only. Actual colour may vary



Tetrad Kandinsky Lose Cover WAS €6985
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Sale Now On!

FREE DELIVERY | FREE ASSEMBLY | FREE RECYCLING OF BEDS/ MATTRESSES/ AND SOFAS
DISCOUNT ON ALL STOCK MANY HALF PRICE DISPLAYS SALE NOW ON

Monaco XL Sofa   WAS €1995 NOW €1299

Corby 3-2-1   WAS €3985 NOW €2595

Cosmo 2-1-1   WAS €3200 NOW €2300

Cassandra 3-1-1  WAS €4185 NOW €2775
Oak Oval Dining Table + 6 Chairs  WAS €2495 NOW €1495
Rustic Dining Table + 6 Chairs      WAS €2495 NOW €1495

PLUS-MORE GREAT OFFERS:

Diamond 3-2-1 WAS €3435

5ft RESPA Posture Pocket Mattress WAS €799Elenor 3-2-1 WAS €3790

NOW

€2485
NOW

€4995

NOW

€2898
NOW

€499

Pictures for display purposes only. Actual colour may vary
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However, there is
simply no need for this
kind of irresponsible
and filthy behaviour
that ruins this beautiful
county's landscape and

wreaks havoc on the
environment.  Today in
Co. Wicklow, there is a
wide range of rubbish
removal, skip and site
excavation companies

that can ensure your
waste is removed
cleanly, safely and
legally. Whether you're
environmentally savvy
or a  complete novice

In recent years, Wicklow, more than any other county in Ireland, has
been plagued by illegal dumping, both on a commercial and 

household scale.

at     recycling, now is
the time to start doing
that extra bit for the
environment and you
will be helping
Wicklow win the war

on waste. Recycling
conserves our valuable
natural resources.
Recycling helps to
conserve our natural
resources such as oil,
metal and water. For
example plastic bottles
can be recycled into
new plastic bottles and
polyester fibres for use
in fleece jumpers and
car mats.

By recycling we
reduce the amount of
natural resources need-
ed to make products
and packaging. Also
less mining and
extraction occurs,
which is beneficial to
the natural habitats of
wild animals.

Recycling protects
the environment.
Recycling helps to
conserve energy, so
less greenhouse gases
are emitted. Recycling
reduces our depen-
dence on landfill. With
less materials going to
landfill, less harmful
emissions like
methane gas are
released into the
earth's atmosphere. 

By putting more
recyclable materials
into your recycling bin
you reduce the amount
of times you have to
put your general refuse
or black bin out for
collection. There is a
wide range of services
and facilities to 
recycle domestic
waste. As 
well as reducing the 
volume of waste going
to landfill sites, recy-
cling and   composting
your domestic waste
helps to minimise
waste collection
charges.

Many of the items
used in the home can
be recycled. The 
benefits of recycling
include a cleaner 
environment, the safe 
disposal of hazardous
materials, greater
awareness of excess
packaging and a 
careful approach to the
use and re-use of
materials.

Many products carry
international recycling
symbols that help to
identify how they can
be re-used and/or 
disposed of safely.

Recycled:
• Screened Topsoil 
• Screened no 2 soil 
• 4" Down Crushed Concrete
• 4" Clean Crushed Concrete  
• 3" Down Crushed Concrete
• 3" Clean Crushed Concrete 
• Crushed Concrete Fines 
• Crushed Tarmac Fines 
• No 2 Stone
Also available:
• Granite • Pebble • Sand

Marrakesh Ltd is a family run business specialising in
Construction and Demolition Waste Management & Recycling, 

Site Clearance and Supply of Material from 4” down to 
Blinding, Recycled Screened Topsoil, Sand, Gravel etc.

EPA LICENCED FACILITY • ALL TRUCKS CARRY WASTE PERMITS

We also accept for recycling: • Clay • Stone • Concrete • Tarmac • Sand

We can organise SITE CLEARANCES - no job too big or small

Tel: 01 286 8119 Mobile: 087 664 1866
www.marrakeshltd.com Tel: 0402 41691 leonrecyclingltd@gmail.com

Croghan Ind. Est., Emoclew Rd, Arklow
AUTHORISED TREATMENT FACILITY FOR THE

DESTRUCTION OF END OF LIFE VEHICLES,
METAL MERCHANTS

LEON
RECYCLING ltd.
LEON
RECYCLING ltd.

METAL RECYCLING ~ TOP PRICES
PAID FOR SCRAP METALS

All types of loose metals accepted 
FREE OF CHARGE for recycling.

WE ACCEPT THE FOLLOWING METALS*

Domestic, Agricultural, Industrial, Ferrous (steel,
iron, cast iron) Commercial, Non ferrous metals
(copper, brass, stainless, steel, aluminium, lead)

* All of the above metals are considered for purchase by weight,
price varies weekly - contact us for details.
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Located in the
Murrough Industrial
Estate, Multimetals is a
family run company, and
specialises in the recovery
and recycling of scrap
metals, both ferrous and
non ferrous, collected
from farmers, demolition
sites, factory clearouts and
larger volumes from
industrial customers. This
is carried out in an 
environmentally sound
and sustainable manner.
Multimetals prides them-
selves on operating a
friendly efficient service
and a responsible work
culture.

Over the years
Multimetals has invested
heavily in modern tech-
nology and achieved the
ISO9002 accreditation
which means their metal
waste is now classified as
a product. It also puts a
quality stampwork on
their product, which
opened up their export

MULTIMETALS - Waste Metal Recycling Facility
Leading waste metal recycling facility Multimetals has been in business for over 10 years.

Through challenging times, Multimetals has adapted and survived, and remains an important
local employer and contributor to the local economy. The company also regularly reaches out
to local schools and young people, through fundraising and awareness projects.

business further afield to
countries in the Far East
such as China, Vietnam
and Indonesia. Through
economically challenging
times, there has been con-
tinual re-investment in
plant machinery and 
people, leading to the
company not only surviv-
ing but also expanding. It
now employs 15 people,
most of whom are local.

All waste materials are
accepted, with immediate
payment to the customer

upon receipt of goods. As
part of their many services
they can provide skips of
various sizes to be
dropped off and collected
free of charge to collect
metal waste from any
location in the greater
Wicklow and Dublin area.

They can also arrange
for collection of larger
bulkier items with all
appropriate documentation
and insurances provided
upon request. Other 
specialist services include

on-site clearance and 
disassembly of fixed
metal structures by means
of specialised machinery,
cutting and burning equip-
ment.

When a container of
metal arrives, it is first
weighed and then deposit-
ed on site. The deposited
material is then moved to
the shredding and shear-
ing section. Once reduced
to small segments it is
then separated into ferrous
and non-ferrous piles.
This is done by passing an
Eddy Current magnet over
the metal. This will recog-
nize the non-ferrous mate-
rial and separate it from
the ferrous material.

As a family run busi-
ness Multimetals
Recycling Ltd continually
strives to provide a pro-
fessional reliable recovery
service to the people and
businesses in Co Wicklow
and beyond, as well as
supporting local sporting

and community based
projects such as fundrais-
ing 'Scrap Saturdays' held
at local schools and clubs.
Among the jobs filled by
local workers at
Multimetals are crane
drivers, truck drivers,
maintenance, machine
operators, pickers, and
graders.

Managing Director of
Multimetals Stephen
Cullen told Wicklow
Times that he is grateful
for the support the compa-
ny has received over the
years. "I would like to
thank our customers and
our hardworking staff for
their support. This support
allows us to employ 15
local people and keep
investing in the company."

Multimetals is located
in the Murrough Industrial
Estate, just off the Port
Access Road and is open
to the public from
Monday to Friday 7.30am
- 5pm and Saturdays 8am
- 1pm. For further infor-
mation contact them on
0404 64934 or info@mul-
timetals.ie

12 Cyd. Builder     14 Cyd. Industrial

35 Cyd. Roll-On

Multimetal Recycling can 
collect all your waste metals 

and  process them in an 
environmentally sound manner

Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Metals
Environmental Waste Solutions

multimetals
recycling ltd.

TELEPHONE: 0404 64 934

TURN YOUR
WASTE METAL

INTO €€€€

IMMEDIATE
PAYMENT

AUTHORISED TREATMENT FACILITY

Farmers, Mechanical & Engineering
Businesses,

Demolition & Factory Clearouts 

The Murrough, Wicklow Town.  
Email: office@multimetals.ie
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Students on BIFE'S Supervision in Childcare course, Tanya Goggins, Sarah Walsh, Rebecca Garton, Sheila O'Brien, Shauna
Fisher, and Monica Villa  at the BIFE Open Day last Friday 

For information on booking your slot or to enquire about our very affordable rates call our 
Sales Manager Jennie Finane on 01 2869111 or email jennie@localtimes.ie to 
talk through how we can help your business succeed!

Whether you are a startup or an existing enterprise Wicklow Times’ 
Dedicated Business Profiles will let you spread your message 
throughout the community and generate new business.

WE CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS 
STAND OUT
FROM THE 
CROWD

The garden, titled "Moments in Time", was one of the key attractions at the 2018
Bord Bia's Bloom in Dublin's Phoenix Park. It was designed by Newtown Saunders
Ltd of Baltinglass, along with TrinityHaus and Sonas apc. 

The project is an initiative of the Dementia: Understand Together campaign, led
by the HSE in partnership with the Alzheimer Society of Ireland and Genio, which
aims to create an Ireland that embraces and includes people with dementia, and
which displays solidarity with them and their loved ones. 

The campaign had invited applications from publicly-funded organisations and
residential care centres nationwide to take ownership of the garden once its time at
Bord Bia's Bloom had come to an end.  Arklow Municipal District,  with the sup-
port of the Lily of the Valley Day Centre, Arklow Tidy Towns and the Arklow
Town Team,  was successful in its application to provide a new home for the garden
at Seaview Avenue in Arklow Town.

Studies have shown that welcoming, accessible outdoor spaces support people
with dementia and their carers to have positive interactions, maintain their indepen-
dence, engage in meaningful occupation and experience enhanced health and well-
being.

The 2019 All Ireland Community & Council Awards are presented by IPB
Insurance and LAMA (the Local Authority Member's Association) to recognise and
celebrate the outstanding work being carried out by Local Authorities and
Communities all over Ireland. 

Commenting on the nomination, the Cathaoirleach of Arklow Municipal District,
Cllr Miriam Murphy stated: "I am delighted that Arklow Municipal District has
been recognised nationally by this nomination and I would like to congratulate all
involved.   It is recognition of the fact that so many people in the local authority
and the community are delivering great projects on a daily basis."

Winners will be announced at an Awards ceremony which takes place on
Saturday, 9th February 2019 in the Hogan Suite, Croke Park Stadium.

Arklow's dementia
friendly garden 

nominated for award
Arklow Municipal District has been shortlisted as a finalist in the
2019 All Ireland Community & Council Awards for their project -
"Moments in Time" - Dementia Friendly Garden - under the 
category for Best Community Health Initiative.

Anam Cara Wicklow 
The Anam Cara monthly Wicklow 
meeting for bereaved parents takes place
on Monday 21st January in the Parkview
Hotel Newtownmountkennedy, at 
7:20 p.m. 

This meeting is only for parents who have lost chil-
dren. Anam Cara Wicklow offers a safe and comfort-
able setting. The evening is free and open to all
bereaved parents, regardless of the age your child
died,  the circumstances of their death, or whether
their death was recent or not. Full details can be found
at:  www.anamcara.ie. Topics include:  A Dad's Grief,
Sudden and Traumatic Death,  The Grieving Family.
All services are provided free of charge.

Young Whistlers Training 
Cumann na mBunscol Wicklow will hold their first Young
Whistler course for Hurling/Camogie on Thursday, 7th
February, 3:30 - 4:45 p.m. in Kilcoole Primary School (in
the hall of St. Brigid's building, the junior building).  

The course on February 7th will be for schools in the north-east region
and will be co-ordinated by Philip Campion, Games Development Officer,
and will be supported by Camogie representatives.

As places are limited please let Claire Frawley, Runaí know as soon as
possible if your school would like to participate. Places will be allocated on
a first come first served basis. Schools are asked to send a 5th class boy
and a girl on the day. Please forward her the names of the children involved
along with their parent/guardian's names and contact numbers. Tea/Coffee
will be provided for parents/guardians.
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January is a great
time to think of taking
up a new hobby or join-
ing a club.  Many clubs
run special offers and
deals at this time of
year.

You won't be alone
either as many other
people will have had
the same idea.  Why not
see if a friend or co-
worker wants to come
along with you, some

clubs offer discounted
membership for people
joining together. 

As well as participat-
ing in an activity, clubs
offer a social aspect and
many hold events with
some even having their
own clubhouse. Family
memberships are avail-
able in many clubs, par-
ticularly sporting clubs.
With money tight for
many people after the

It's 2019 and many of us are still feeling the effects of those food binges over the festive
period. Everywhere people are asking "How was your Christmas?". More often than not
the answer is "Great, but I ate too much". So whether you are trying to drop those extra

holiday pounds or you just fancy trying your hand at something new, then joining a club may
be the right idea for you. And in Co. Wicklow, there are plenty of clubs to choose from.

Greystones Lawn Tennis Club
Membership of Greystones Lawn Tennis Club is now available at
excellent new lower rates; €360 for adults, €600 for couple 
membership, €660 for family membership, just €135 for junior
membership and only €30 for Under 8s. 

Research has shown that tennis is the best sport to help you live a long,
healthy life and it can start for you right here, right now! 

Greystones Lawn Tennis Club has 12 floodlit outdoor courts, an impressive
clubhouse, excellent changing facilities, function rooms, a commercial grade
kitchen, conference and meeting room facilities with full bar and lounge areas
for function and social use. Members also enjoy great social events. 

The tennis club is located on Mill Road in Greystones. 
To join please email admin@greystonesltc.com or pick up an application form

in the club.

Bray Wheelers 
Bray Wheelers will hold their Open Night on Wednesday 30th
January at 7pm, in their clubhouse on Schools Road in Bray. 

Come along to get an overview of the club's activities, such as; Couch to
50km series; Intro to group cycling; Leisure activities; Racing programme;
Coaching sessions; Social - 70th anniversary; Youth and juniors; Women's and
men's cycling; Bike maintenance tips.

The Couch to 50km series is a six-week cycle plan, taking place every
Sunday morning at 10am: February 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, March 3rd and 10th.
It is ideal for those looking to lose weight in a fun way, get fitter and meet new
people. It is an Introductory programme with experienced female and male ride
leaders chosen to get you confident for a 50km ride. It is free for Bray Wheelers
members, for Non-members the first three rides are free, then you are welcome
to join the club (annual leisure membership is €40). To sign-up email 
edwinabeirne@hotmail.com or visit braywheelers.com for more info. 

Christmas period, par-
ticipation in a club is a
great, inexpensive way
to get out and socialize.
Besides the many bene-
fits of getting fit, there
is also the added bene-
fit of just 'turning off'
for a few hours every
week. 

There are a huge
amount of clubs of all
types and sizes around
Co. Wicklow that can
accommodate a myriad
of interests. Joining a

club is a great way to
meet new people while
building your confi-
dence, learning a new
skill or taking part in a
sport. Joining a club is
a great way to expand
your knowledge and
experience in a particu-
lar sport or hobby you
are passionate about. 

Joining a club also
looks good on your CV,
showing you to be a
sociable and active per-
son, and is a great
chance to make friends
who share your special-
ist interests. 

From children to
senior citizens, there
should be something in
the area to fit the bill.
Many clubs in the gar-
den county are formed
around various sports
but there are clubs for

everything from public
speaking, reading,
chess, gardening, to
more business oriented
groups that meet for
professional reasons.
Sometimes member-
ship can be free, or
paid monthly or week-
ly in a payment plan.

For those into sports,
there are a wide variety
of options available,
and Wicklow boasts a
multidude of active
and thriving sports

clubs. From outdoor
sports such as tennis
and football, to indoor
sports such as 
badminton and table 
tennis, there is sure to
be a local sports club
nearby where you can
participate in your pre-

ferred pastime. 
For those who might

be less passionate about
sports but who still
want to keep fit, joining
a fitness club might be
an alternative option to
take. If your passion is
dance, joining a dance
class is the way to go.  

There is a large vari-
ety of clubs in Co
Wicklow to choose
from for people of all
ages, interests and abil-
ities. Every kind of
club from sports to
social are right under
your nose so why not
turn off the television
and sign up today. Take

a look at the adverts
below to see if any of
these clubs fit the bill
for you.

Saturday 9th February - 12.00 to 4.00
St Marys College Sport's Hall, Arklow
Come Join the Fun and make friends with AGB

New Players are always Welcome 

ARKLOW
GERALDINES
BALLYMONEY

GAA CLUB 

Registration Day 2019

BRAY BOWLING CLUB
Failte Park, Adelaide Road, Bray

Stress-free way to get fit
whilst enjoying fresh air

New members always welcome
Phone Frank Devlin on
086 / 3534673 

ENQUIRIES TO: SINÉAD NOLAN

TEL: 0404 68666 MOB: 085 1156051
INFO@WICKLOWTENNISCLUB.COM

New
Members

Welcome

3 FREE INTRODUCTORY LESSONS PER MEMBERSHIP

Contact Paddy Martin 086
3485843 for further details

Greystones
Table Tennis

Club
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Bring this ad and receive a
SPECIAL DEAL on membership fees!

✃

✃

NEW
LOWERRATES

Mill Road, Greystones, Co. Wicklow  01- 287 6505
www.greystonesltc.ie

Research suggests that Tennis is
the best sport to help you live a
long, healthy life and it can start

for you right here, right now!

To join - email
admin@greystonesltc.com

or pick up a form in the club

Annual rates:
Adults €360 Couples €600 Families: €660
Juniors €135 Under 8’s now only €30
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The Science for
Development Award was
given to Sean Byrne from
Avondale Community
College for developing an
eggshell filtration system
to remove pollutants from
water.

Seán (18) also picked
up Self Help Africa's
'Science for Development
Award' and will receive
an Irish Aid sponsored
travel bursary that will
allow him to travel to
Africa to further his pro-
ject work.

Seán, who is a 'veteran'
of the BT Young Scientist
Expo, having entered pro-
jects in each of the past
four years. He had previ-
ously collected a second
prize for a science project
he had submitted to the
annual schools science
fair.

"The beauty of this fil-
tration system is that it's
low cost, energy efficient.
It also promotes sustain-
ability since we're recy-
cling eggshells! In addi-
tion, it can be made out of
any material. My proto-
type uses glassware, but
any locally available
material could be used,
such as wood or plastic,"
he added.

"I'm excited about the
opportunity to go to
Africa. It's a huge honour
to go abroad and discover
a new country. I'll defi-
nitely bring my project
and test it. But I want to

do a bit more work on my
project first, so that it
suits better the country I'll
visit!" said Seán.

"I am still exploring
ways that this innovative
filtration system could
also remove micro-plas-
tics from water," added
the student, who is hoping
to start a Chemical
Engineering degree in
university next year.

"I'm in sixth year now
so I knew that it was my
last year entering the BT
Young Scientist contest. I
really wanted to end it
with an award, so I'm
absolutely delighted, and
proud," Seán said.

The Avondale student
developed a project that
used eggshells as a filtra-
tion system to remove
pollutants from water.
Seán said he got the inspi-
ration for his project after
he read an article about
the absorbent properties
of eggshells:

"I found that eggshells
have an affinity for heavy
metal irons. It means that
they can chemically
attract toxic irons from
the water and remove
them," he explained.

"First, the water is put
through a sand filter to
remove any suspended
solids. Then it goes
through vessels that con-
tain eggshells, which is
where the purifying pro-
cess happens. The last
stage involves using UV

Pictured at the BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition 2019 Awards
Ceremony in the RDS Dublin are Ruth Murphy, Legal Director, BT who 
presented the Biological and Ecological Category Junior Individual 2nd
place award to Rian Byrne, Colaiste Chill Mhantain, Wicklow for his 
project ‚'Will Hydroxymethylfurfuraldehyde (HMF) Levels in Honey Affect:
1) The Quality of Honey and 2) Effects of the Honey on Human Health.'
Rian also picked up the Food Safety Authority of Ireland Award during the
ceremony in the RDS Dublin. 

WICKLOW YOUNG SCIENTISTS AWARDS  
A number of projects from Wicklow students won prizes at the 55th BT
Young Scientist & Technology Exhibition held recently in the RDS. 

Pictured at the BT Young Scientist and
Technology Exhibition 2019 Awards Ceremony in
the RDS Dublin is Minister Helen McEntee TD
Minister of State for European Affairs presenting
the Self Help Africa and Irish Aid Science for
Development Award to Sean Byrne from
Avondale Community College, Wicklow for his
project 'An Eggshell Filtration System to Remove
Pollutants from Water' in the Chemical, Physical
& Mathematical Sciences Senior Individial
Category

lights and a second sand
filter to further clean the
water," he explained.

Seán says his experi-
ments have shown that
the invention is capable
of removing almost 100%
of metal contaminants
present in water, includ-
ing copper, lead and
chromium.

"I am aware that con-
taminated water is a glob-
al problem. In developing
countries, 14,000 people
die each day because of
water pollution. I wanted
to help find a solution to
that problem," said Seán,
who thinks his prototype
could be used in the
developing world.

The Biological and
Ecological Junior
Individual 2nd place
award went to Rian
Byrne from Colaiste Chill
Mhantain, for his project
which looked at
Hydroxymethylfurfuralde
hyde (HMF) levels in
honey and its effect on
the quality of honey and
human health. Rian also
won a Special Award
from the Food Safety
Authority for his project. 

It is the first year for
the FSAI to provide a
special award at the event
and it was awarded in
recognition of the best
project to show potential
to protect the health of
consumers in the area of
food safety.  It was select-
ed from a total of 550
projects at the exhibition
this year.

Dr Pamela Byrne,
Chief Executive, FSAI,
said: "We are delighted to
participate in the BT
Young Scientist Awards
this year. Rían's project
was extremely impressive
and shows a level of
innovation which was
very deserving of this
award. Rían's attention to
detail and hard work is

inspiring. It was an excel-
lent, well thought through
project that he should be
very proud of."

The Technology
Intermediate Group 2nd
place award went to
Aimee Bodell, Marguerite
O'Donovan and Leah
Weldon from St. Mary's
College, Arklow, for their
project to create a safer
vehicle initiative, using a
device,when submerged
in water, a waterproof-
electrical system will
open windows to save
lives. The project also
earned them the Road
Safety Authority (RSA)
Special Award. The
Biological and Ecological
Junior Individual 3rd
place award went to
Amelie Moore from St.

Gerard's, Bray, for a pro-
ject which investigated
the incidence and impact
of microplastics on Irish
farms.

The Housing Agency
Special Award went to
Liadain O'Sullivan from
St. Mary's College for
investigating the link
between architecture and
psychology and if cities
can be used to enhance
the wellbeing of their resi-
dents. A number og highly
commended awards were
also given out to Wicklow
students; to Ella Devereux
from St. Mary's College
for An analysis of assess-
ment waiting times, age
of diagnosis and provision
of services for autism
spectrum disorder chil-
dren in Ireland; to Rory

Mulcahy and Killian
Bourke from Presentation
College for examining the
feasibility and possible
application of water har-
vesting in Irish schools; to
Ethna Vondrys from St.
Gerard's for  identifying
whether an object found
two days after Storm
Ophelia on Killiney
Beach was genuine
amber; to Sean Byrne
from Avondale
Community College fro
his Egshell Filtration pro-
ject; to Aisling Byrne
from Avondale
Community College for
investigating if dairy
farmers are wasting
money on footbath solu-
tions. 

Pictured at the BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition 2019 Awards Ceremony in the RDS
Dublin is Ruth Murphy, Legal Director, BT presenting the Technology Intermediate Group Category
2nd place award to Aimee Bodell, Marguerite O' Donovan and Leah Weldon from St Mary's College
Wicklow for their project ‚'Want a Safe Car? WHEEL Get Right on That!'  The group also picked up
the Road Safety Authority Award for their project during the ceremony in Dublin.

Pictured at BT Young Scientist and Technology
Exhibition 2019 Awards Ceremony in the RDS
Dublin are Ruth Murphy, Legal Director, BT who
presented the Biological and Ecological Category
Junior Individual 3rd place award to Amelie
Moore, St Gerard's, Wicklow for her project ‚'To
investigate the incidence and impact of
microplastics on Irish farms.'

Pictured at the BT Young Scientist and
Technology Exhibition 2019 Awards Ceremony in
the RDS Dublin is John O'Connor, Chief
Executive Officer The Housing Agency presenting
the Housing Agency Award to Liadain
O'Sullivan, St Mary's College, Arklow, Co
Wicklow for her project ‚'How to Build
Happiness'
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Pictured: Kerrie Reid, Robert Donnelly, and Joanne Logue at the rehearsals for the Avonmore
Musical Society's new show '9 to 5', in St. Mary's Hall, Arklow. 

Pictured is Robin Bradley, Wicklow Town and District Chamber of Commerce President, presenting a donation of €1,310
to the fundraising branch at Wicklow RNLI Lifeboat Station. 

Minister of Education
Joe McHugh will visit St
David's secondary school
in Greystones on the 7th
of February.

Welcoming the news,
Stephen Donnelly TD
explained, "This visit has

been a long time coming
and promises to be a great
opportunity for the
Minister to see for himself
just how badly St David's
needs an extension.
Planning permission was
granted in September

Education Minister to visit
Greystones school

Minister of Education Joe McHugh will visit St David's secondary school in
Greystones on the 7th of February.

Deputy Stephen Donnelly with St David's 
principal Mary O'Doherty.

2016 by Wicklow County
Council but we've yet to
see work commence. 

"This refurbishment has
been beset by delays.
Objections to the devel-
opment by locals, who
were worried about the
building's height and traf-
fic impact, were exam-
ined by An Bord Pleanála
but it went ahead with
planning permission in
July 2017.  Finally fund-
ing was approved in
December 2017 by the
Department of Education
but we had to wait until
last week before we found
out that the refurbishment
will start next July. The
plans include a new sports
centre, five new class-
rooms, a new technology
room and a media room.

"I've been working
alongside St David's prin-
cipal Mary O'Doherty
who has been fighting
incredibly hard for her
pupils. She began the
planning process back in
2012 and was told the
building phase should
take around 21 months to
conclude.  When it looked
inevitable that was not
going to happen, I imme-
diately began asking
questions of the Minister
for Education.  Initially I
submitted Parliamentary
Questions to try to force
the department to provide
answers. I then stepped
up the action by calling
for a meeting in person
with the Minister Richard
Bruton.  Since my first
request there has been a
Cabinet reshuffle, we now
have a new Minister for
Education in Joe Mc
Hugh, and yet still no
meeting.

"The last meeting,
which was supposed to
take place in the
Minister's office in
November, was called off
just hours before we sat
down together.  Hopefully

this time there will be no
cancellations.

"At this stage it has to
be said the delay is sim-
ply unacceptable.
Planning permission has
been granted. The funding
is in place. It should be a
straight forward process
of letting builders do the
work.  Remember every
day that passes sees
pupils spending their edu-
cation in an outdated
premises that's not fit for
purpose.  There is some
good news however, if the
upgrade goes ahead as
planned an extra 30 pupils
could be accepted into St
David's this September",
concluded Donnelly.

The Remedy Club
See The Remedy Club in the Hot Sport
above the Beach House at Greystones
Harbour Marina, on 27th January. 

Remedy Club are a husband and wife
American/Roots duo,  Ki McEvoy and Aileen
Mythen. They are an exciting and captivating
couple. Performances veer from intimate and
soulful to full on 'hoedown'. Don't miss what is
promised to be a fantastic evening of American
& Roots music, with a hint of Country and
Blues. Conor O'Donnell,  special guest local
musician,  will open the evening. 5:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m.

Admission free.  Suggested donation €5.
Full  details  from www.thehotspot. ie,  
087 2917519.

His exhibit ion
'Protest and Riot' will
run in the Signal Arts
Centre in Bray from
Monday 21st January
to Sunday 3rd
February. 

The possibilities are
dangerous, menacing
and at times eerie, as
though each moment
we are presented with
is a knife-edge, a criti-
cal point stripped bare
of context  for us as
viewers to examine
and assign our own
values and judgements
to.  Full  of  anxious
potential i t ies,  the
imagery springs from a

Protest & Riot by Michael Ross
As a visual artist, Michael Ross uses captured moments to trigger open 
questions; rather than telling a story, he presents the viewer with a snapshot
that allows them to fill in the blanks, letting the story grow organically in the
mind of the viewer. In doing so, Ross highlights the subjective nature of
human inquiry.

posit ion of rage,  of
indignation, of social
and personal unrest.

The people he por-
trays occupy a danger-
ous,  but  passionate
space. They are shown
engaged in brute reali-
ty; self-absorbed and
consumed by either the
urgency of response to
opposition or the moti-
vation of their cause.
The narrative tension
is at a breaking point;

Ross offers you a
window into the criti-
cal moment and then
steps back, how you
interpret the work, and
whether you do so

with impassioned
empathy, cold political
discourse or secret fas-
cination is entirely up
to you. This is where
the power of his work
lies, not as mere social

commentary but as a

catalyst for introspec-

tive conflict.

Opening Reception

Friday 25th January,

7pm - 9pm.

The submission deadline for the public consultation phase of the Draft
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) ends this week on 23rd
January. 

The RSES will override the core strategy of Wicklow County Council's Development Plan, making
it necessary for the Council to devise a new one. Cllr Gerry O'Neill was critical of the RSES when it
was discussed at last week's meeting of Wicklow County Council, saying that it's “taking power away
from Local Authorities”.    

Senior Planner at the Council, Sorcha Walsh, said that the Council is making a number of submis-
sions. These include clarification on whether 20% of Dublin's projected population growth will be
allocated to Bray, Maynooth and Swords; requesting significant improvements to bus and rail trans-
port services; the inclusion of Wicklow's film industry in the Economic Strategy for the region and
mentioning of Co. Wicklow's 'Green/Blue assets' (walking trails, shoreline water activities, etc) in the
regional plan - including promotion of the Blessington Greenway.

"A number of the green and blue assets in Wicklow aren't mentioned in the regional plan, for 
example maritime towns and beaches like Wicklow town aren't even mentioned. The River Slaney
system isn't mentioned, the Blessington Greenway isn't mentioned on the main table on this, so we
feel we need to make a strong submission to identify assets we want to promote in Wicklow," said Ms
Walsh. "With regard to key growth towns, Bray, Wicklow and Rathnew are the key growth towns,
there's a small paragraph on each, this means it is selling the towns short and this plan should be an
opportunity for us to promote these towns and show what assets they actually have." 

'RSES TAKES POWER AWAY
FROM LOCAL AUTHORITIES' 
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THE MIRACULOUS PRAYER 

Dear Heart of Jesus in the past I have asked for many
favours. This time I ask you this very special one.
(Mention request) Take it, dear Heart of Jesus and

place it within your broken Heart where your Father
sees it. Then, in his merciful eyes it will become your

favour not mine. 
Amen. 

Say this prayer for three days. Promise publication
and favour will be granted. Never known to fail.

B.McL.;  F.M.;  A.M.L.

FULL BUILD SERVICES

PPHH::  0011  22774455  770022  //  008877  992211  22888866

•• EExxtteennssiioonnss  •• RReennoovvaattiioonnss  
•• HHoouussee  BBuuiilldd  •• KKiittcchheenn  && BBaatthhrroooommss

••  AAllll TTrraaddeess  CCoovveerreedd  ••  FFuullll  TTuurrnnkkeeyy  BBuuiillddiinngg  SSeerrvviiccee

FREE QUOTATIONSFREE QUOTATIONS

BUILDER
AVAILABLE

ALLSHADES BLINDS
• Roller • Vertical • Wood Venetian 

• Pleated • Velux • Roman

FACTORY: Unit 10, Block 1, Broomhall
Business Park, Rathnew.  Tel: 0404 20344

Tel: 087 2201600

DENTAL REPAIRS
• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE •

Hours: 9am-5pm Monday - Friday, 10am-2pm Saturday
Emergency No : 086 8260511

Tel: 01 276 2883
Email: infodentalcare@eircom.net

DENTAL CARE LTD
40 Main Street, Bray

www.apexroof ingandgutter ing.com 
Emergency Call Out : 085 103 4237

Greystones Junction Buisiness Park, Greystones: 0404 70109
Sandyford Business Park, Dublin: 01 901 2617

Roofing Repairs • Lead Roofs Repairs • Guttering 
• Flat Roofing • Upvc Fascia, Soffit • Skylights 

WWEE HHAAVVEE OOUURR OOWWNN QQUUAALLIIFFIIEEDD RROOOOFFEERRSS OONN HHAANNDD

All types of Roofing -  Flat Roofs Repaired and Replaced
All New Perspex Roofing - Retiling & Reslating

FULLY INSURED - 20 YEAR GUARANTEE WITH ALL WORK

NIGEL’S SCHOOL
OF MOTORING

Phone: 086 8294232

L
• Nervous Beginners Welcome
• Pre-test Specialist 

in Wicklow
• Car available for Test

Tel: 087 610 9128

ANTO’S TREE
SERVICES
Fully Insured Tree Surgeon

Pruning, Reductions
and Removal

All Aspects of
Tree Surgery

• Roof Repairs • Roof Restoration • Fascia • Soffit • Gutters • Chimney Restoration  
• Torch on Felt • Fibreglass Roofing  • Windows • Windows & Doors 

Ashgrovehouse, Kill Avenue,
Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin

T: 01 567 1067 M: 087 452 6264
E: skyactiveroofing@gmail.com
www.skyactiveroofing.com

20 year guarantee with all
work / FREE Quotation Attic Insulation

I, Yubin Chen, intend to apply for
permission for development at
this site, 101 – 102 Main Street
Bray.
The development will consist of
the demolition of existing rear
first floor level retail storage area,
change of use of existing first
floor area from retail use and
construction of rear extension to
provide 2 no residential apart-
ments, construction of new
extension to ground floor
retail/storage area, new shop
front at ground floor level with
automated door and all associat-
ed siteworks.
The planning application may be
inspected or purchased at a fee
not exceeding the reasonable
cost of making a copy at the
offices of Wicklow County
Council, County Buildings,
Wicklow, during its public open-
ing hours, and a submission or
observation in relation to the
application may be made to the
authority in writing on payment of
the prescribed fee within the peri-
od of 5 weeks beginning on the
date of receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
Planning permission is sought for:
1. a proposed single storey e
xtension to the dwelling’s south
elevation and associated site
works.
2. Retention permission is also
sought for an office, two
sheds and a glass house at Glen
Cottage, Lake Road, Camaderry,
Glendalough, Co. Wicklow. The
planning application may be
inspected or purchased at a fee
not exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy, at the offices of
the planning authority during its
public opening hours. The planning
application may be viewed online
at www.wicklow.ie, under planning
online enquiries. A submission or
observation in relation to the appli-
cation may be made in writing to
the planning authority on mpay-
ment of the prescribed fee, €20,
within the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of receipt by
the authority of the application,
and such submissions or observa-
tions will be considered by the
planning authority in making a
decision on the application. The
planning authority may grant per-
mission subject to or without con-
ditions or may refuse to grant per-
mission. Signed: Noel Quinn.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
Superdrug Stores Ltd seeks
permission for the replacement
of existing rear-illuminated,
brushed aluminium, retail logo
signs to exterior of Bridgewater
shopping centre, 7 N Quay,
Ferrybank, Arklow, Co.
Wicklow, Ireland, with new –
updating tenant names with
the addition of Superdrug logo
in two locations. The planning
application may be inspected
or purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy at the offices
of Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow 
during its public opening 
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to the
application may be made 
to the authority in writing on
payment of the prescribed fee
within the period of 5 weeks
beginning on the date of
receipt by the authority of the
application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
Brid McNamee and Karl
Peck seek permission for
alterations to their previously
granted, Reg Ref 16/333,
part single, part two storey
extension to the rear and
side and all associated
works at Glenholme,
Convent Avenue, Bray, Co
Wicklow. The planning 
application may be 
inspected or purchased at a
fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a
copy at the offices of
Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings, Wicklow
during its public opening
hours and a submission or
observation in relation to the
application may be made to
the authority in writing on
payment of the prescribed
fee within the period of 5
weeks beginning on the date
of receipt by the authority of
the application.

WICKLOW COUNTY COUNCIL
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